
Like most residents of Cullman County, I 
too was born and raised here. I have always 
loved the peace and quiet that living in this 
small town provides.

Also like most of you, I know that Colo-
nel John Gottfried Cullmann (1823-1895) 
of Germany founded this town. Over time, 
our little town of Cullman has steeped in 
this German tradition and heritage. In trib-
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See Page 2

CULLMAN – With April comes the arrival 
of Spring and what many love most, music 
festivals! 

As most already know, Cullman is playing 
host to a large country music concert on 
April 27th.

But before that date arrives a local group 
by the name of “Vintage Cowboys” will be 
taking to the stage in Mobile for the South-
Sounds Musical Festival.

This three-day festival will cover five ven-
ues that host more than 30 regional artists 
which span all genres of music in the South-
east.

They invited Cullman’s own Vintage Cow-
boys down to spread their melodic tones. 

However, the Vintage Cowboys are no 
stranger to performing in Mobile.

“We’ve played at the Blind Mule on several 
occasions,” Wesley Duren said before per-
forming at The Local Standard. “We like 
going to Mobile.”

The band formed in October 2011 as a re-
sult from a side project. Guitarist and lead 
singer Zach White said the group has not 
been around very long, but the chemistry is 
evident when you listen to their music.

“We (myself and Wesley) hooked up to re-
cord a few songs, and as we recorded it be-
came clear that we needed to form a band,” 

White said. “Of course we didn’t have to 
look far for a lead guitarist. Dustin is Wes’s 
brother so that was good thing. Then natu-
rally Jon Tidwell was the right fit for the 
bassist.”

Emily Hayes, Event Promoter for South-
Sounds Music Festival said that the idea of 
the festival is to showcase regional talent.

She said that the southeast has way too 
much to offer for it not be spread out to as 
many people as possible.

“We wanted to do something that wasn’t be-
ing done; showcasing the best of the South’s 
bands,” Hayes said.  “The festival is a com-
bination of two previous festivals – the 

See Page 11
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Coastline Chronicles and Loda Live.”

The two previous festivals proved to Hayes 
and other festival organizers that there was 
a real need for a truly Southern event.

She said bringing Vintage Cowboys down 
was a natural selection and didn’t take 
much thought.

“Kris Skoda was the creative force behind 
the Coastline and Doc and myself were the 
ones behind Loda. All three of us are so 
passionate about brining as much atten-
tion to our regional bands as we can,” she 
said.

“If you can make it out, please do so and 
help support these truly southeastern artists 
and let them know you care! Come for Vin-
tage Cowboys and be turned on to so many 
other great bands from around the region.”

The SouthSounds Music Festival will take 
place on April 13, 14, and 15. For more in-
formation on the festival, check out their 
website at southsoundsfest.com.

Also, be sure to check out our video page at 

qrne.ws/video for a complete interview 
with Emily Hayes, Vintage Cowboys, and 
a special 5-song set for CullmanSense’s 
newest addition, SoundStages. 

Vintage Cowboys are comprised of Zach 
White-Guitar, Wesley Duren-Drums, 
Dustin Duren-Lead Guitar, and Jon 
Tidwell-Bass.

For more on the band visit their Facebook 
page at facebook.com/vintagecowboys.

Vintage Cowboys (Cont.) “So it was kind of a no brainer for me to add 
Vintage Cowboys to the lineup. Everytime 
we’ve had them in Mobile folks responded 
so well. It only made sense to have them be a 
part of the festival.”

Vintage Cowboys have a unique sound that 
is difficult to describe, yet very easy to listen 
to, even drift away with.

Hayes said this quality, along with the bands’ 
sincerity about their craft makes for a perfect 
blend for the SouthSounds Music Festival.

“They (Vintage Cowboys) represent that 
new southern rock sound…’this ain’t yo dad-
dy’s Skynard Southern Rock’…this is the real 
time great southern rock,” she said.
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Monday: Mostly sunny, with a high near 85. West wind between 5 and 10 mph. 
Monday Night: Patchy fog after 1 a.m. Otherwise, partly cloudy, with a low around 60. West 
wind around 5 mph becoming calm. 
Tuesday: A 30 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms, mainly after 1 p.m. Mostly sunny, 
with a high near 84. Calm wind becoming west around 5 mph. 
Tuesday Night: A 20 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 59. West wind around 5 mph. 
Wednesday: A 50 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
82. 
Wednesday Night: A 50 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 59. 
Thursday: A 40 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Partly sunny, with a high near 78. 
Thursday Night: A 40 percent chance of showers and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 58. 
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No(ah)-It-All: Pranked Out

You’re getting ready for bed, but before 
that is possible you have to take on one of 
the last chores of the evening. The laundry! 

Tired, you swap out the loads of freshly 
warmed sheets with the next day’s clothes 
– because who needs an iron if you have a 
dryer – but as you press the start button 
the clunking machine dies. 

Too tired to make it down to the dirt cellar 
in the pouring down rain, the duty natu-
rally falls to your son and husband. 

This is where the story goes south, so enjoy 
this delightful episode that my own moth-
er had played out more than a decade back. 
What can I say? Pranks are the best!

So the stage is set; pouring down rain, fuse 
box, dirt cellar, a tired mother, a son that 
loves pranks more than life itself, and a 
husband that is always down for a mean 
prank. See it was a disaster from the start.

We head outside, greeted by a drench-
ing wind, and make our way to the cellar. 
Once there, we made our way over to the 
fuse box.

But on our way we could overhear my 
mom talking on the phone regarding the 
present situation. 

This is where the evil fuse box prank was 
hatched. 

My dad looked at me with bright wide 
eyes and said, “We’re getting her. I’m go-
ing to grab the main breaker, and then I’ll 
scream out. You run outside and scream 
out ‘MOM’!”

We shared in a quick pre-prank happy 
dance then got stationed for the hilarity 
that was about to ensue. On a silent count 
he pulled the breaker, moving it back and 
forth to give an effect of surging, and then 
yelped. As instructed, I ran outside, which 

just so happened to be less than 10 feet from 
her window, I screamed with everything, 
“MOM! MOM!”

It was a scream of joy, yet she interrupted it 
as a scream of horror. Okay, I know you may 
think, “What a couple jerks” and you would 
be perfectly justified with that response. Just 
follow the rest of the story.

We knew she heard us when we saw the dirt 
being dislodged from the floorboards as she 
hastily maneuvered through the house. This 
brought on instant laughter, and to be hon-
est still does whenever the thought races 
across the ole brain.

As we emerge from the cellar, my mom has 
made her way to the corner of the house. 

Soaking wet, covered in mud and out of 
breath she frantically tried to piece together 
the situation. Once my dad poked his head 
out the mood went from panic to pure rage. 

Of course we thought it was one of the best 
pranks ever pulled, although she and many 
others disagree.

The key to a great prank is what some call 
the “wow” factor. We just flipped it to the 
“mom” factor and it proved to be a harsh, yet 
hilarious one. 

You may be wondering, “Why did this mean 
spirited jerk tell me this story?” Well, first 
off my mom actually gave me the idea while 
I was flip-flopping ideas for this column, so 
thanks for that one. Just have to say I am 
impressed with your acceptance of this won-
derful prank.

If you enjoy pranking and would like to 
share your experiences, feel free to email 
those gems to noahchandler@cullmansense.
com, and of course as usual hate mail is also 
welcome. 

I hope you all had a great April Fool’s Day. 
And remember to always thank those whom 
you prank for being such a humorous part of 
your life. Thanks Mom! I love you!

By: Noah Chandler
noahchandler@cul lmansense.com

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Hi: 85
Lo: 60

Hi: 84
Lo:59

Hi: 82
Lo: 59

Hi: 78
Lo: 58

Weather Source: NWS
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The Area Athlete Spotlight keeps its gaze 
affixed on the campus of West Point this 
week, turning its attention to ace pitcher 
Wesley Waters.

Waters anchors the Warrior staff with a 
quick fastball and a wicked breaking ball. 
He also commands respect at the plate as 
he can hit the ball out of the park on any 
given pitch.

Waters although in the middle of an area 
race, took time out of his schedule to an-
swer these questions.

Josh McBrayer: Tell our readers about 
yourself.

Wesley Waters: I am a 16 year old and 
a junior at West Point High School. My 
parents are Terry and Tammy Waters and 
I have lived in Cullman County all of my 
life. I have played the sports of baseball, 
basketball, and football.

I am very active in my youth group at 
Bethlehem Baptist Church. My hobbies 
are working out, fishing, and hanging out 
with my friends.

JM: Tell our readers how long you have 
been playing baseball and a little about 
what got you into the sport.

WW: I have been playing since I was five 
years old when I started T-ball.  I started 
playing travel ball at age 8. I played on 
the junior varsity team in the 7th and 8th 
grade and have been a starter on the varsity 
team at third base since 9th grade year. My 
9th grade year is also when I started get-
ting some experience pitching on varsity.  
During my 10th grade year I was voted 
Most Outstanding Player of the Cullman 
County Baseball Tournament (by Cullman 
Sports Net).

I was very happy to be a part of the first 
West Point team to win the County Base-
ball Championship in 25 years. I have al-
ways loved baseball and I always try to be 
the best I can in everything I do.

JM: Tell our readers about your favorite 
sport and why.

WW: My favorite sport is baseball. I love 
the feeling of striking out my competition. 

Hitting home runs is great too!!

JM: Talk a little about your greatest accom-
plishment in sports and why.

WW: My greatest accomplishment would be 
that I have a verbal offer to play baseball at 
Wallace State Community College, where I 
have gone and watched games since I started 
playing youth baseball.

It is one of my dreams to play college base-
ball, so to get the opportunity to get my col-
legiate career started there is wonderful!

I was selected by the Baseball Factory to play 
in the Christmas Camp and Tournament in 
Pirate City, Florida and by the American 
International Sports team to represent the 
USA in the Dominican Republic Challenge 
of 2012.

Even though I didn’t get to go it was a great 
honor to be selected.

JM: Tell our readers about you greatest in-
spiration in sports and why?

WW: I love the sport of baseball. I have 
had the benefit to learn from Coach Karl 
Amonite, who played and graduated from 
Auburn University.

Now I have the opportunity to learn from 
coaches Trai Meadows, All-American at 
UAH and Coach Steve Woodard who played 
in the Major Leagues. 

I am learning a great deal from both of them.
Former Major League pitcher and current 
West Point pitching coach Steve Woodard 
had this to say about his ace pitcher:

“I have been very impressed with Wesley on 
the mound in the time I have been with the 
team this year,” Woodard said. “His numbers 
are not going to speak for themselves because 
we have not given him any run support and 
made mistakes in the field behind him.”

Woodard bragged on Waters’ skills, com-
plimenting the young pitchers speed and 
strength.

“He is probably the best player I have seen 
this year as far as a pitcher. He can throw to 
both sides of the plate with his fastball and 
can throw his breaking ball for a strike,” he 
said.

“He throws 85 - 87 with great location 
which is the most important thing, second 
is movement which he has. Third is velocity 
which will get better and better as he gets 
older. With a lot of hard work and dedica-
tion he has a very bright future ahead of him. 
I have enjoyed my time with him and look 
forward to the rest of the year and seeing him 
get better.”
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Month of Events Planned for Annual 
“Arts in April” Celebration at Wallace 
State Beginning with Community Art 
Exhibition April 2, and Appraisal Event 
in the Style of The Antiques Road Show 
April 5.
 
HANCEVILLE - Wallace State Communi-
ty College in Hanceville will kick off its 6th 
annual Arts in April celebration on Mon-
day, April 2, with a full schedule of events 
showcasing art, music, language, theatre, 
film and literature.

All events will be held at the Burrow Cen-
ter for the Fine and Performing Arts, and 
the public is invited to attend.

A Community Art Exhibition sponsored 
by the Wallace State Art Department will 
be on display Monday, April 2, through 
Saturday, April 14 in the Burrow Center’s 
main exhibit halls. 

The exhibition may be viewed weekdays 
from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and anytime the 
Burrow Center is open. 

A reception to celebrate the artists work 
will be held on April 14 from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m.

On Thursday, April 5, The Evelyn Burrow 
Museum will host an “Antiques Showcase / 
Trash or Treasure Event” from 6 to 8 p.m. 
in the Recital Hall. Community members 
are invited to bring their collectibles for a 
free appraisal in the style of the PBS series, 
“The Antiques Roadshow.”  

The Birmingham team of Laura Wallace, 
of Laura Wallace Appraisals, and Ken-
neth Bryant, of Bryant Estate Sales, both 
Accredited Members of the International 
Society of Appraisers, will be on hand to 
evaluate items and to discuss ways to de-
termine authenticity and distinguish desir-
able characteristics when collecting.

Their specialties include fine art, ceram-
ics, silver, antique furnishings of English, 
French, and American origin, and other 
residential contents. 

A full day of Art Film Screenings will be 
held in the Recital Hall on Wednesday, 
April 11, sponsored by the Burrow Mu-
seum and Art Department as follows:

9-11 a.m. “Frida” (2002, R) - A biographi-
cal film which depicting the professional 
and private life of the surrealist Mexican 
painter Frida Kahlo. Starring Salma Hayek 
in her Academy Award nominated por-
trayal as Kahlo and Alfred Molina as her 
husband, the painter Diego Rivera. (Run-
ning time: 2:03)

11 a.m.-12 p.m.  “Art 21 Preview Screen-
ing” – The PBS Series “Art in the Twenty-
First Century” Season Six includes 13 pro-
files of artists from five continents gathered 
into four, one-hour thematic episodes: 
Change, Balance, History and Boundaries. 

Spanning the globe from Nigeria to New 
York City, from Beijing to Brazil, the pro-
grams reveal the artists at work and speak-

ing in their own words as they demonstrate 
the power of art to alter perception, chal-
lenge convention, and change how we see 
the world around us. Season 6 of “Art in the 
Twenty-First Century” premieres April 13, at 
9:00 p.m. on PBS.

The Wallace State Art Department has been 
granted an advance showing. (Running time: 
1:00)

12-2 p.m. “Summer Hours” (2008, Unrated, 
French) - One of the most highly-decorated 
foreign-language films in the U.S. in 2009 
(and with 93% positive reviews on Rotten 
Tomatoes), this film, the second produced 
in part by the celebrated French art gallery 
Musée d’Orsay and one of a handful of films 
created to honor the museum in its 20th an-
niversary year, is situated around a family’s 
collection of art and their plans for dealing 
with the pieces after the death of the matri-
arch. Directed by Olivier Assayas and star-
ring Juliette Binoche, Charles Berling, Edith 
Scob, et al. (Running time: 1:42)

2-5 p.m.   “Amadeus” (1984, PG) – An excit-
ing period drama about the genius of Wolf-
gang Amadeus Mozart, told in flashback by 
Antonio Salieri while confined to an insane 
asylum.

Directed by Miloš Forman and written by 
Peter Shaffer, the story is a variation of Al-
exandr Pushkin’s 1830 play Mozart and Sa-
lieri in which the composer Antonio Salieri 
recognizes the genius of Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart, but thwarts him out of envy. This 
film received eight Oscars, including Best 
Picture. (Running time: 2:40)

5-7 p.m. “Pollack” (2000, R)  A film about 
the sometimes volatile life of American ab-
stract expressionist painter Jackson Pollack 
(1912-54), best known for his drip paint-
ings.

Starring Ed Harris, who received an Oscar 
nomination for his leading role, and Marsha 
Gay Harden, who won Best Supporting Ac-
tress for her role as Pollack’s wife, the artist 
Lee Krasner. (Running time: 2:02)

7-10 p.m. “Camille Claudel” (1989, R, 
French) – The career of French sculptor Ca-
mille Claudel, protégé and muse of August 
Rodin, is featured in this film that chronicles 
her path from discovery and genius to mad-
ness.

Directed by Bruno Nuytten, co-produced 
by Isabelle Adjani, starring herself as Clau-
del and Gérard Depardieu as Rodin, the film 
was nominated for two Academy Awards in 
1989. (Running time: 2:55)

Admission is free to the screenings. Refresh-
ments will be available in the atrium. 

The Wallace State Drama Club presents 
“Much Ado About Nothing” Friday, April 
13, through Sunday, April 15.

Wallace State’s classic rendition of this piece 
takes place under a tent on the Burrow Cen-
ter lawn.

Seats will be available, and guests are also 
welcome to bring a picnic.

Performances are Friday at 6 p.m., Saturday 
at 2 p.m. and 6 p.m., and Sunday at 2 p.m. 

General admission is $10. Student tickets are 
$5.  

The Wallace State Jazz Band will hold its 
popular Big Band Dinner Dance on Friday, 
April 20, from 7 to 9 p.m. This annual event 
is being held in the Burrow Center for the 
first time.

Snacks and heavy hors d’oeuvres will be 
served as guests are encouraged to dance the 
night away, or relax with friends and enjoy 
the sounds. A donation of $15 per person 
is requested for this event, which is a fund 
raiser for the group’s spring tour.  

On Tuesday, April 24, at 9:30 a.m., Wallace 
State welcomes playwright Michael Vigilant, 
author of “Bear Country” to the Burrow 
Center Recital Hall.

Currently serving as Chief Operating Of-
ficer of the Alabama Shakespeare Festival, 
Vigilant has published more than a dozen 
plays and musicals, including the award-
winning “Cindy Cinderella” and “The Wed-
ding Ring.”

When Geoffrey Sherman, came to ASF as 
Producing Artistic Director, he asked Vigi-
lant to join him in the South.

Vigilant calls himself a major football fan 
who was overjoyed to move to Alabama. 

His latest work, “Bear County” is a biograph-

ical drama that tells Coach Paul “Bear” 
Bryant’s story through his own perspective 
as a memory play. Bryant looks back at his 
younger self and shares scenes of his life 
and career as well as the crucial people who 
shaped him.

Four actors play fifteen roles throughout 
the story of Bryant’s opportunities and 
crises. We walk through his life with him, 
gaining a personal account of a powerful 
man. 

Vigilant is expected to read from and dis-
cuss his work, and take questions from the 
audience. The author forum is an annual 
event sponsored by the Wallace State Eng-
lish Department.

The Wallace State Music and Humani-
ties Departments have organized the final 
event, a performance by Mezzo soprano 
Jessica Johnson and pianist Kseniia Pols-
tiankina in the Recital Hall on Thursday, 
April 26, 12:15 p.m. 

By: Kristen Holmes
Wallace State Contributor
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CULLMAN – The bees are buzzing and 
the flowers are blooming. These are just 
two ways you can tell that the 28th An-
nual Bloomin’ Festival Arts & Crafts Fair 
is quickly ascending upon us. More than 
140 artists and craftsmen from across the 
United States will be welcomed into The 
Benedictine community by the monks of 
St. Bernard Abbey.

“Little did we know that a small school 
community like St. Bernard Prep could be-
come a destination stop for thousands of 
visitors,” said festival director, Joyce Nix. 
“The Bloomin’ Festival has become a tra-
dition in Cullman for the past 27 years, 
and the 28th promises to continue the tra-
dition.” 

Nix reflected on the past years, remember-
ing the challenges that lay ahead, but also 
the joy that came when the event was her-
alded as a success. “I remember when we 
started the show 27 years ago. We blazed 
a trail through Tennessee, Georgia, North 
Carolina, Alabama, Arkansas, Missouri, 
and Mississippi looking for quality artists. 
The Bloomin’ Festival quickly became a fa-
vorite in the Southeast,” she said.

Those who’ve frequented the yearly event 
have seen some of the unique vendors of-
fering up all sorts of goods. Of course a 
bevy of food to sample along great games 
for children to play will also be in the mix.
However, snagging one of the coveted 140 
venders’ booths is not an easy task, ex-
plained Nix.

“We are very selective about the quality 
and the quantity of each booth,” contin-
ued Nix.  “We take only the finest artists 
and craftspeople, and bring them together 
for a premier showcase of talent.”

As in the past, this year’s Bloomin’ Festival 
features demonstrations by a blacksmith, 
glassblower, and potter. Items for the home 
or garden, birdhouses, clothing for ladies 
and children, toys, jewelry, pottery, and 

By: Noah Chandler
stained glass will also be on display.

This year a new attraction will be the corn 
gristmill. The gristmill will give both parents 
and children an opportunity to shuck corn 
before turning it into cornmeal.

The morning of April 21 a 5K/10K race 
through St. Bernard Abbey’s Treasure Forest 
will take place. The running trails meander 
through stands of tall pine and hardwood 
trees, across deep-woods meadows and con-
clude on the athletic fields of the school. To 
register visit www.bloominfestival.com. 

At the end of the festivities, a drawing will 
take place for several amazing prizes. One 
lucky couple will spend 2 nights at Zoder’s 
Inn in Gatlinbur, Tennessee, while another 
individual has a shot to drive off in a 2012 
Jeep Patriot.

If you are new to The Bloomin’ Festival 
you may want to check out the Ave Marie 
Grotto, located adjacent to the festival. The 
Grotto is a four acre garden park created by 
Benedictine monk, Br. Joseph Zoettl. Min-
iature replicas of the Coliseum of Rome, the 
Leaning Tower of Pisa, the first century town 
of Jerusalem, the missions of California, and 
over 100 other sites from around the world 
line the Ave Marie Grotto. 

“Ave Maria Grotto is a wonderful place to 
visit during the festival,” Nix said. “The 
Grotto is a premier example of American 
Folk Art and fits perfectly into the theme 
of our festival. People can see how Br. Jo-
seph meticulously crafted concrete with tile, 
glass, marbles, costume jewelry, and a whole 
array of material to make his creations. It is 
a favorite stop for visitors to our Bloomin’ 
Festival.”

The Bloomin’ Festival is April 21-22, 2012. 
An admission donation of $5 is requested at 
the gate.  Children ages 5 and under are free. 
Admission to Ave Maria Grotto is reduced to 
$3 the entire weekend.

For more information visit www.
bloominfestival.com or www.facebook.com/
bloominfestival.

By: Kristen Holmes
Wallace State Contributor

By: Russell Moore
Wallace State Contributor

HANCEVILLE - A new summer program 
at Wallace State Community College in 
Hanceville will help students bridge the 
divide between high school and college.

The Get Ahead Program (GAP) prepares 
students for college-level math and Eng-
lish courses by allowing them to prog-
ress through developmental, also known 
as transitional, courses during a specially 
scheduled six-week summer. Those who 
successfully complete developmental 
courses in the summer can begin taking 
courses for credit toward degree in the fall 
term.

“Close to 70 percent of incoming fresh-
men must take at least one developmental 
course,” said Cindy Mallard, Director of 
Transitional Learning. “Being successful in 
this program means a student can be a se-
mester ahead in course work and on track 
for graduation.”

HANCEVILLE –Rachel Wiley of Hartselle, 
a sophomore at Wallace State Community 
College in Hanceville, was named an Ala-
bama Distinguished Phi Theta Kappa Chap-
ter member at the Alabama Regional PTK 
Convention earlier this month, and the col-
lege chapter received Five-Star Status. 

Wiley earned the Alabama Distinguished 
honor after volunteering many hours, inside 
and outside the classroom, and helping orga-
nize and run events associated with the Wal-
lace State Math Department. 

She was an essential contributor to the 2nd 
annual Think Local First 5K sponsored by 
PTK in November 2011 and has devoted 
multiple hours to Leadership, Scholarship, 
Fellowship, and Service, the four PTK Hall-
marks, to the local Alpha Chi Tau Chapter 
of PTK.

“Rachel is a dynamic young lady who em-
braces the four Phi Theta Kappa Hallmarks,” 
said Stacey Moore, Wallace State math in-
structor. “Rachel has gone ‘above and be-
yond’ what most of our members do.”

Additionally, Wiley was named Wallace 
State’s 2012 Homecoming queen runner-up 
in February.

Wallace State’s PTK chapter received Five 
Star Status for engaging in efforts on cam-
pus, in the community and assisting in 
ideas regionally and internationally. 

Wallace State’s PTK recently completed a 
college project by welcoming dorm resi-
dents and an Honors in Action Project 
around the motto: “Get Informed…Be 
Educated…Live Well…” They have also 
sponsored an annual 5K race, a canned 
food drive and provided Healthy Tuesday 
Tips around campus among other activi-
ties.

That is because most incoming freshman be-
gin taking classes in the fall semester.

When admission test scores require students 
to take developmental courses, which are 
typically semester-long courses, they are es-
sentially a semester behind in some areas.

Placement tests are given for reading, Eng-
lish, and math. Generally speaking, students 
need to score either a 20 on the ACT or a 
36 or higher on the Compass test to place 
into college-level math; a 20 on the ACT or 
at least a 62 on Compass to be eligible for 
college-level English, and at least a 14 on the 
ACT or 65 on Compass to avoid having to 
take a developmental reading course, which 
must be satisfied before enrolling in college-
level English (ENG 101).

Depending on Compass placement, students 
may be required to take two levels of devel-
opmental courses. For instance, if a student 
tests into developmental English 092, they 
must also take developmental English 093 

before taking college-level English 101. 

Studies show that students are more likely 
to drop out of college and less likely to com-
plete a degree if they have to take develop-
mental courses first.

“Part of that may be due to the additional 
time it takes to get to the degree. This pilot 
program will allow students to progress more 
quickly to courses that will count in their 
program of study,” said Dr. Tomesa Smith, 
Executive Vice President and the college’s 
chief academic officer. Students may prog-
ress with a grade of “C” or better. 

Another key to student success in college is 
engagement, Smith said. Students enrolling 
in GAP will have a head start building re-
lationships with other students and become 
familiar with the campus.

The Get Ahead Program is scheduled so that 
students will have a break after high school 
graduation and before fall classes begin. Par-

ticipating students must be able to attend 
classes June 18 through July 26, Monday 
through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Eligible students must meet the following 
criteria and be chosen for program partici-
pation through the GAP application pro-
cess:  graduate from high school or earn 
a GED before program begins; apply and 
be accepted to WSCC; qualify for summer 
Pell Grant assistance; receive scores on the 
Compass test that place them into devel-
opmental English and math courses; and 
register for the 12 hours required by GAP.

Applications are available from Wallace 
State Talent Search and Upward Bound 
counselors, the Adult Education Depart-
ment, the Transitional Learning Depart-
ment, and on the Wallace State web site at 
www.wallacestate.edu/gap.

For more information, contact Wallace 
State Transitional Learning at 256-352-
8081 or cindy.mallard@wallacestate.edu.
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More Family Stories
I’m honestly not trying to bore you with 
our family life, but I got deep into family 
vacations when we went camping last week 
and thought I’d bore you with one more 
idea just in case you want to be as “Leave 
It To Beaver” as we were.

I’m no philosopher, but I can tell you one 
thing about raising kids…they are going 
to remember time spent together more 
than any gift you will probably ever give 
them…well, unless you give them a really 
cool car that even you can’t afford to drive. 
Anyway, I was thinking about times when 
it rained or it was too cold to camp or be 
outside in the yard to grill and camp with 
the kids. We still made smores and cooked 
our hot dogs on a stick. 

We set up a tent in our den downstairs. 
Yes, a big tent, meant for the great out-
doors was sitting right in the den, com-
plete with sleeping bags, blankets, pillows, 
stuffed animals, you name it, it was in the 
tent!

We made a fire in the fireplace, got the 
marshmallows, graham crackers and Her-
shey bars, hot dogs, buns, ketchup…you 
get the idea. It took me an hour to carry 
everything down from the kitchen. Every-
one got to roast his or her own hot dog. 

Sometimes they dropped off in the fire or 
became a flaming torch that ended up be-
ing a black piece of charcoal, but they were 
the best hot dogs you could ever want and 
of course they all wanted to make one for 
us. YUM! YUM! 

Next came smores. Usually the marsh-
mallows were a lot like the wieners and 
dropped off in the fire. Their favorite was 
to catch it on fire and wave it around until 
we made them blow it out. Most of the 
burnt ones were wasted and the Hershey 
bars were eaten separately or hidden until 
later on when we were in the tent. 

When the kids had company over, we 
would “camp” in the house and cook in 
the fireplace. Our house was the house to 
come to for fun and adventure. 

Yes, we had sticky marshmallows in our 
hair, burnt fingers and tongues, messes on 
the fireplace, ketchup in the carpet, and 
drinks spilled in the tent, but they were 
the times we all remember. I would give al-
most anything to have a day of those times 
again.

I’ll admit, it was exhausting at times, but 
playing a game, watching a movie, reading 
“The Boxcar Children” and making huge 
messes to clean up the next day is all worth 
it to create memories with your kids. 

Sometimes you just have to say, “what the 
heck!”

Easy Lasagna
This is a recipe that started out from a friend, 
but I always change things around a little to 
my liking. It is delicious! This is always a re-
quest for special occasions at our house. 

There is a crock pot version as well that I will 
list at the bottom.

Ingredients:
•	 1 lb. Ground chuck
•	 ½ lb. Jimmy Dean sausage-mild
•	 1 lb. shredded mozzarella cheese
•	 1 lb. shredded mild cheddar cheese
•	 1-16 oz. container of cottage cheese
•	 1 egg
•	 1-1lb. 14 oz. jar of Prego Traditional 

Italian sauce
•	 1-6 oz. can Hunts tomato paste with 

oregano, basil, & garlic
•	 1 medium yellow or white onion, 

chopped
•	 1 box lasagna noodles (you will use 9 

noodles)
•	 ¼ cup sugar
•	 1 teaspoon granulated garlic
•	 1 teaspoon oregano
•	 1 teaspoon basil

Directions:
1.	 Brown together both the ground chuck 

and the Jimmy Dean sausage, adding 
the chopped onion. I don’t drain it un-
less there is a lot of grease. 

2.	 Add the tomato paste, Prego, sugar, and 
seasonings.

3.	 Turn to low and cook for about 10-15 
minutes, stirring occasionally.

4.	 In a small bowl, mix together the egg 
and the cottage cheese.

5.	 In a large bowl, mix the cheeses together.
6.	 Using a 9x13 baking dish, layer as fol-

lows: Cover the bottom of the dish with 
the sauce mixture, add 3 UNCOOKED 
lasagna noodles, next spread some of the 
cottage cheese mixture on the noodles. 
Sprinkle the mixture of shredded chees-
es, covering the noodles. Repeat starting 
with the sauce, noodles, cottage cheese, 
shredded cheeses, etc. until gone. There 
will be 3 layers.

7.	 Bake at 350 degrees for 30-40 minutes 
or until bubbly. Let set about 10 min-

Send your recipes to
recipes@cullmansense.com

utes if you can stand it, and it will cut 
easier.

Crock Pot Version
Do everything as noted above, but instead 
of layering it in a baking dish, layer it in the 
crock-pot. Put it on low for about 4 hours. 

This is great!

Monkey Bread
This is another “slap your grandma” recipe. 
This recipe is one of those where you take a 
bite or two, go back, pick at it, go back again 
and again and again until you can’t hold any 
more…well, maybe just one more. Try it and 
you will see. 

*NOTE: No monkeys were harmed or used 
in the creation of this recipe. I don’t know 
why it’s called that.

Ingredients:
•	 4 cans refrigerated biscuits
•	 1 cup packed brown sugar 
•	 1 1/2 sticks butter (3/4 cup)
•	 1/2 cup white sugar 
•	 2 Tablespoons cinnamon 

•	 1/2 cup raisins (these are optional, as I 
do not like raisins)

Directions:
1.	 Preheat oven to 350 degrees fahrenheit 

and grease a 9-10 inch tube pan.
2.	 Mix white sugar and cinnamon in 

a medium sized plastic bag. Cut the 
biscuits into quarters and place six to 
eight biscuit pieces in the sugar cin-
namon mix. Shake well.

3.	 Arrange pieces in the bottom of the 
greased pan. Continue layering until 
all the biscuit pieces are coated and in 
the pan. If you are using raisins, place 
them among the biscuit pieces as you 
are layering.

4.	 In a small saucepan, melt the butter 
with the brown sugar over medium 
heat. Boil for 1 minute. Pour over the 
layered biscuits.

5.	 Bake for 35 minutes. Let bread cool in 
pan for 10 minutes, and then turn out 
onto a plate. Pull apart and enjoy!

You will need to wash your hands a lot 
when eating this delicious dessert. It’s good 
for breakfast as well.
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By: Annette Harris
annetteharr is@cul lmansense.com

Photos by Annette Harris
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Monday, April 2nd

Bosom Buddies Support Group
Join in as the Bosom Buddies Support Group 
offers encouragement and support to individu-
als affected by Breast Cancer. This meeting, open 
to everyone, is held in the Ave Maria Room of 
CRMC’s POB II building and will begin at 6 
p.m. Kay Parker Phillips, CRNP with Cullman 
Gastroenterology Associates, will discuss the topic 
of Colon Cancer and the importance of screening 
tests. Mary Dyer is group coordinator and she can 
be reached at 256-734-8729. 

Overeaters Anonymous Gather at Grace Epis-
copal
Members of Overeaters Anonymous meet every 
Monday, at 9:30 a.m. at Grace Episcopal Church 
in the Carriage House located on Church prem-
ises. Further information is available at 256-747-
6218 or 256-352-1143. Everyone is invited to 
attend these gatherings.

GED Classes at Desperation Church
GED learning classes are held each Monday night 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Desperation 
Church. For additional information please contact 
Ed Oaks at 256-737-9564 or 256-735-6811. 
These classes are open to the public and everyone 
who wants to obtain their GED is welcome to 
participate.

Yoga Classes at Sacred Heart Monastery
Yoga classes are held each Monday evening 
through May 21, beginning at 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Yoga classes are open to all interested and will take 
place at the Sacred Heart Monastery. Sr. Mary 
McGehee has additional information at 256-736-
5820. The cost is $50.00 for each 6 week session.

Cornerstone Revival Ladies Prayer Meeting
A Ladies Prayer meeting is conducted each 
Monday night at 7 p.m. at Cornerstone Revival 
Center. For additional info, call 256-796-2899. All 
interested women are invited to attend.

Aqua Zumba Classes at CWAC
Everyone is invited to take part in the Aqua 
Zumba classes which are offered each Monday at 
Cullman Wellness & Aquatic Center beginning at 
7 p.m. in the center’s indoor pool. Please call 256-
775-7946 for additional information! Come start 
the New Year off with water exercises!

Tuesday, April 3rd

Farmers Market at Festhalle
The Cullman Farmers Market at the Festhall Mar-
ket Platz is slated to open for spring. The Market 
will open again every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 8 a.m. until 3 p.m. come see what 
our local farmers and growers have in store for you 
from week to week.

Emotions Anonymous Support Group Meeting
An Emotions Anonymous Support Group meets 
each Tuesday at noon at Grace Episcopal Church 
Carriage House. Those interested are invited to 
attend these group sessions. Further information 
is available through the Group Director’s office at 
256-734-3605 or 256-796-8440.

Knifty Knitters Meeting
The Knifty Knitters group meets each Tuesday at 
3 p.m. at Cullman County Library. Yarn, needles 
and instructions are provided free of charge and 
every one of all ages who are interested are invited 
to attend these sessions. Further info can be ob-
tained by calling Lesia at 256-734-2720, extension 
23.

Ladies’ Auxiliary VFW Dance at Post 2214
The Ladies’ Auxiliary of VFW Post 2214 invites 
the community to their weekly Tuesday night 
dances at the VFW Post building. The country line 
dance starts at 7 p.m. each Tuesday night, with 
admission only $5.00 per person. Concessions are 

available and all proceeds benefit the Auxiliary’s local 
projects.

North Central Alabama Genealogical Society 
Meeting
Members of the North Central Alabama Genealogi-
cal Society meet every Tuesday in the basement of 
the Wallace State Community College Library for 
informal study and to help new researchers. The 
meeting is from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. and those inter-
ested are invited to this free gathering. Come learn 
about your ‘roots’! Call Von at 256-739-2843 for 
more information.

Wednesday, April 4th

Free Community Meal at Living Waters Ministries
A free community meal is offered each Wednesday 
night at Living Water Ministries beginning at 5 p.m. 
Living Water is located in the East Park Plaza on the 
left side of Highway 278 just past the entrance to St. 
Bernard Monastery.

Everyone is welcome to attend these Wednesday 
night gatherings. Further information can be 
obtained by calling James Moore, 256-338-9145. 
Donations also are gratefully accepted.

Miracle League Easter Egg Hunt at Field of 
Miracles
Miracle League Easter Egg Hunt to be held at Field 
of Miracles. Admission is free and the event is open 
to all ages. There are plenty of eggs, many filled with 
special surprises. For more information please call 
Heritage Park at 256-739-9931.

Aqua Zumba Classes at CWAC
Everyone is invited to take part in the Aqua Zumba 
classes which are offered each Wednesday at Cullman 
Wellness & Aquatic Center beginning at 7 p.m. in 
the center’s indoor pool. Please call 256-775-7946 
for additional information! Come start the New Year 
off with water exercises!

Thursday, April 5th

Growing Squash, Cucumbers, Melons and Giant 
Pumpkins’ Workshop
This month’s gardening workshop offered by the 
Alabama Cooperative Extension Agency, North 
Alabama Agriplex and Peinhrdt Living History Farm 
will center on ‘Growing Squash, Cucumbers, Melons 
and Giant Pumpkins’. Everyone is invited to take ad-
vantage of this learning session for only a $5.00 per 
person fee. The program will be held at the North 
Alabama Agriplex Center behind the Cullman Bowl-
ing Alley on Highway 278 West. To pre-register or 
for more information, please contact Rachel Dawsey 
at 256-297-1044 or e-mail at cullmanag@gmail.com.

Elks Lodge Buffet Lunch
Come join the Cullman Elks Lodge members as they 
fire up the ovens and open their doors to the public 
for their weekly lunch buffet at the Lodge Home. 
The cost is $8.00 per person, which includes two 
meats and veggies, plus tea. Everyone is invited to 
enjoy the fellowship and delicious meals each Thurs-
day from 11 a.m. until 1:30 p.m.

Raised Bed Gardening Workshop
Raised Bed Gardening Workshop will be held from 
2 p.m. until 4 p.m. at the North Alabama Agriplex. 
It is located on Tallyho Street, across from the 
Cullman Bowling Alley connected to the Peinhardt 
Living History Farm. The cost is $5 and the public 
is invited.

Overeaters Anonymous Meeting
Overeaters Anonymous meets each Thursday eve-
ning at 4:45 p.m. in the Carriage House at Grace 
Episcopal Church. Everyone is invited to attend 
these sessions. Further information can be obtained 
by calling 256-747-6218 or 256-352-1143. There 
also is a group which meets on Monday mornings at 
9:30 a.m. in the same place. Meetings are open to 
everyone interested.

Flashlight Egg Hunt at Heritage Park Ball fields
50,000 Easter eggs will be hidden just in time for 
the BIG FLASHLIGHT EGG HUNT starting at 8 
p.m. at Heritage Park Ball fields. This FREE event is 
sponsored by the Cullman City Parks &Recreation 
Department and everyone is invited to attend. The 
hunt itself is for those children 10 and under! Bring 
your flashlights, baskets and parents and be prepared 
to have a whopping good time! There’s a treat or 
prize in every one of the 50,000 eggs to be found. 
You also can visit with the Easter Bunny and bring 
cameras to make your own pictures! There will be 
separate areas for the different age groups involved. 
Parents MUST accompany children. For additional 
information, please contact 256-734-9157 or view 
www.cullmanrecreation.org.

Friday, April 6th

Secret Church Simulcast
The 3rd simulcast for Secret Church from the Church 
of Brookhills in Birmingham will feature Pastor and 
Best-Selling author David Platt. Over 50,000 people 
from around the world join the simulcast for an in-
depth, life changing, 6 hour study. Cost is $5 which 
covers the cost of your workbook. Refreshments will 
be available for a minimal cost. This session’s topic is 
The Cross & Suffering.

“The Cross and Suffering”
Suffering is a sobering reality in a fallen world. Fol-
lowers of Christ are not immune to adversity and 
affliction. On the contrary, there is a real sense in 
which following Christ means that trials and tribula-
tions are more likely to come our way. As a result, 
whether walking through sickness, sorrow, pain, or 
persecution, the questions abound Why am I suffer-
ing? Where is God when I suffer? How can I suffer 
well? When will my suffering end? How can God be 
good and allow such evil in the world? How can God 
be gracious and ordain such suffering in my life? 
During this Secret Church on Good Friday, we will 
explore these extremely profound yet deeply personal 
questions through the lens of Christ’s sufferings on 
the cross. In the process, we will come to a surprising 
discovery of how the gospel strengthens, sustains, 
supports, and ultimately satisfies us in the middle of 
suffering.

Friday Night Dance at the VFW
Cullman’s VFW Post 2214 invites everyone to come 
to their weekly Friday night dances at the VFW Hall 
from 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. The cost is $5.00 per 
person and music by the Golden Oldies and Country 
with the Midnight Highway Band will be filling 
the air. Funds raised go toward the building rental. 
Get your dancing shoes on and come out for a great 
evening of fun and entertainment tonight!

Saturday, April 7th 
Easter Carnival with Helicopter Egg Drops
Desperation Church will once again sponsor their 
annual Easter Carnival at Cullman Fairgrounds. 
There will be two helicopter egg drops, one at 11 
a.m. for children birth to 6 years of age; the second 
drop at 12:30 p.m. will be for children aged 7 to 11 
years. A total of 25,000 eggs will be dropped, and 
there will be games, a Kidz Zone, rides and more 
during the day’s activities. So bring your family and 
come join in the fun. Hours of the carnival are from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m., with lots to do for everyone.

‘Easter’, A Desperation Church Experience
Members of Desperation Church invite the commu-
nity to come and take part in their ‘Easter Experi-
ence’. There are two opportunities to attend; the first 
at 5 p.m. and again at 7 p.m. There will be a gather-
ing on Sunday, April 8, as well, at three different 
times 8 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. Everyone is 
welcome to come be part of this seasonal celebration. 
We are located across from Depot Park. Please see 
our website at www.desperationchurch.tv.

Natural Childbirth Classes
This class is for those who are considering having 
natural childbirth. Your education, desires and per-

sonal support network greatly influence a positive 
outcome.

In this class you will learn: details about stages and 
phases of labor, relaxation techniques & comfort 
measures, how your birth partner can help you 
during labor, physiological positions and move-
ments for labor, about medical interventions, the 
role of hormones during labor & birth, and much 
more. 

There are two class locations in the city; please call 
(256) 962-0975 for directions and registration. 
Visit http://www.birthingbeautiful.com for more.

VFW Saturday Night Dance
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 2214 
invites everyone to their weekly Saturday night 
dances which begin at 7 p.m. and last until 10 
p.m. 

Music on Saturday nights is provided by the 
Boogie Night Band. Entrance fee is $5.00 for each 
individual. Come on out and bring your dancing 
shoes and enjoy an evening of great music, fun and 
fellowship!

Sunday, April 8th

Desperation Church hosts Easter Experience
Everyone is invited to come to Desperation 
Church to take part in their ‘Easter Experience’. 
There will be three gatherings; the first at 8 a.m., 
the second at 9:30 a.m., and the final gathering at 
11:15 a.m. Please come share this Easter experi-
ence with us. We are located across from Depot 
Park in Cullman. Check out our website at www.
desperationchurch.tv.

Looking Ahead
Cullman AYSO Soccer Registration
Registration for Cullman AYSO Soccer is $60 
on April 14th & 21st Only at the Cullman Civic 
Center 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. A birth certificate is re-
quired. Go to www.cullmanayso.org or call 256-
297-1731 for info.

CHS Class of 2002 10-year Reunion
Cullman High School Class of 2002 will have 
its 10-year class reunion Saturday, May 5.  Go 
to http://www.cullmanhs2002.com to register and 
for more information.  Also visit the Facebook 
page-Cullman High School Class of 2002 Re-
union.  Register by April 15. 

“Picnic on 5th” Pilot Club Fashion Show to be 
Held on April 25
Pilot Club of Cullman announces its 20th Annual 
Administrative Professionals’ Day Luncheon and 
Fashion Show.  This year’s event, titled “Picnic on 
5th,”is Wednesday, April 25 at the McGukin Civic 
Center in Cullman and features Miss Alabama 
2011, Courtney Porter, as mistress of ceremonies. 
The doors open at 11:00 a.m. to allow browsing 
with participating vendors, and the event ends 
promptly at 1:00 p.m.

Participating companies will not only support local 
Pilot Club service projects, but will also give their 
employees an opportunity to learn more about the 
reigning Miss Alabama, whose platform is mentor-
ing at-risk students through the Boys and Girls 
Clubs of America. 

Attendees will be treated to a picnic lunch catered 
by Sweet Peppers Deli. With its casual-wear picnic 
theme, this year’s fashion show promises to show-
case some of the best spring and summer fashions 
from Cullman-area merchants. Just a few of the 
merchants already confirmed are Belk, Cato, Don-
caster, JC Penney, Just for Looks, Maurice’s, TJ 
Maxx, and Werner’s Trading Company. Advance 
ticket purchase is required due to limited seating. 
Picnic on 5th tickets are $20 and can be purchased 
from any Pilot member or by contacting Carole 
Garrett at (256) 734-5536.

Send your Events to: calendar@cullmansense.com
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artichoke avocado bell pepper broccoli brussel sprouts cabbage
carrot cauliflower celery corn cucumber green beans
kale lettuce mushroom okra onion potato
peas spinach squash tomato turnip zucchini

1.	 What do sunglasses 
and campers have in 
common?

2.	Why did the newspa-
per editor hire a chi-
ropractor?

1. They come in tints. 2. 
He could write a good 
spinal column.

Complete this week’s word search for your shot at
two large 2 topping pizzas from Papa John’s of Cullman.

Send your entry to CullmanSense, 101 1st  Avenue Northeast, Suite 230, Cullman, AL 35055.
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ute to this German heritage, a museum was 
dedicated to our city’s founder.

What may be not-so common knowledge 
is that the Cullman County Museum, 
which sits across from City Hall, showcas-
es an extensive collection of artifacts about 
Colonel Cullmann, his family, and life in 
general during the 1800s.

When guests first enter the museum, a 
feeling of a simpler time immediately over-
takes them; the feeling of a time where life 
was not so hectic, but still extremely rough 
on a person. 

The staff at the museum is very knowl-
edgeable, friendly, and eager to answer any 
questions you may have about Colonel 
Cullmann, the city, any artifacts you find, 
or about the museum itself.

When taking a self-guided tour, you’ll first 
enter into what is known as the “Native 
American” room. This room is filled with 
hundreds of arrowheads, ranging between 
7,000 and 12,000 years old, along with 
chunks of flint that the arrowheads were 
fashioned from and numerous pieces of 
clay pottery. This room also houses the 
only known complete example of a Harris 
Rocker Stamped pot. It has been dated at 
between 400 and 600 A.D. The pot was 
found in a shelter that was hidden inside a 
bluff in nearby Morgan County.

In the short and narrow hallway that con-
nects the “Native American” room with 
what will be a new exhibit on the Civil 
War that commemorates the continuation 
of the 150th anniversary of the start of the 
war that pitted brother against brother, 
you get a small glimpse into lives of those 
affected by the bloody conflict. 

Glass cases on left hold artifacts such as a 
reproduction of a dress women from the 
northern states would have worn, along 
with a reproduced Union uniform that has 
authentic weapons hanging from its belt. 

To the right of these exhibits hangs a Con-
federate uniform with period weapons, as 
well as an authentic dress that was made 
by a then 14 year old Mahalia McKee. Ac-
cording to the Museum, the young McKee 
picked the cotton, spun it into thread, 

April Walking Tours
The April walking tours are all about the learning the culture and history of our great 
state and the tours are right around the corner. A total of 26 counties in Alabama, in-
cluding Cullman, are offering citizens the opportunity to learn more about Alabama and 
their counties through these free walking tours. 

The tours take place every Saturday in the month of April and each tour begins a 10 a.m. 
Each tour is around an hour long and will be headed by leaders of the community. They 
will escort you through important and historical parts of their respective communities 
and share their knowledge of all things about their fair city including historical facts and 
some tall tales as well. These fantastic tours promise to great fun for all ages and you just 
might learn a thing or two about your community that you did no know before. To top 
it all of the tour is absolutely FREE to everyone.

The tour dates are April 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th.
Abbeville Welcome Center – Abbeville, AL Ashland City Hall – Ashland, AL

Athens Visitor Center – Athens, AL Heritage Park – Atmore, AL

Birmingham Civil Rights Institute – Birmingham, AL Jackson’s Jewelry & Gifts – Butler, AL

Park on the Square – Courtland, AL Cullman County Museum – Cullman, AL

Delano Park Rose Garden – Decatur, AL Rawls Hotel – Enterprise, AL

Various Locations – Eufaula, AL Fairhope Welcome Center – Fairhope, AL

Various Locations – Gadsden, AL Historical Depot – Hartselle, AL

Constitution Village (April 7th and 14th only) – Huntsville, 

AL

Madison Roundhouse (April 21st and 28th only) – 

Madison, AL

Chamber of Commerce – Monroeville, AL Chamber of Commerce – Monroeville, AL

Montgomery Area Visitor Center – Montgomery, AL Montevallo Chamber of Commerce – Montevallo, AL

Montevallo Chamber of Commerce – Montevallo, AL Autauga County Heritage Center – Prattville, AL

Public Library – Selma, AL BB Comer Memorial Library – Sylacauga, Al

Mt Vernon Theater – Tallassee, AL ColdWater Books – Tuscumbia, AL

Chamber of Commerce – Wetumpka, AL

dyed it, wove it into fabric, and then sewed 
her dress. Such a time consuming endeavor 
was commonplace during this time.

Heading through the unfinished Civil War 
room you come to the “Music Room” where 
antique music instruments of various shapes 
and sizes are on display. Along with the as-
sortment of instruments there are details on 
the music back in the day that allow you the 
chance to almost hear the historic pieces be-
ing played.

The last room before returning to the foyer 
is the “Colonel’s Room.” This room is, of 
course, named for Colonel John G. Cull-
mann. According to museum staffers, when 
Colonel Cullmann passed away his posses-
sions were sold at auction because he had no 
immediate family in the United States. 

His wife and daughter had stayed behind in 
Germany when Colonel Cullmann made the 
voyage to the United States. Even though he 
brought his two sons with him, one was lost 
to the dreaded typhoid fever on the journey 
over, while the other son fell victim to the 
same debilitating disease shortly after Cull-
mann had established the town of Cullman. 

As luck would have it, some descendants of 
the families who purchased some belongings 
of Colonel Cullmann’s at auction, donated 
them to the museum for all to enjoy. These 
items include a chair that belonged to Colo-
nel Cullmann and the bed he slept in. 

A beautiful grandfather clock from the same 
time period, along with a chest of drawers 
from which was made by one of the first fur-
niture makers in Cullman and many other 
items line the historical room. 

Ending the tour, you’ll find yourself back in 
the foyer where several documents about and 
from Colonel Cullmann including his death 
certificate and a letter that bears his actual 
signature can be viewed through a glass case.

The Cullman County Museum is open Mon-
day through Friday from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m., 
Sunday from 1:30 p.m. until 4 p.m., and 
closed on Saturday.

Regular admission is $4 for adults and $2 
for children 11 and younger. For parties of 
10 or more or school groups, please visit the 
Museums Group Information page, at www.
cullmancountymuseum.com
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