
Sports - 4 Calendar - 8 Poll - 9 Comics - 10

Ala. House 
Rep. Caucus 
announces 
2014 
“Common-
sense 
Conservative” 
Legislative 
Agenda p3

Local

Sports

State/National

WSCC volley’s 
Kianna Delaney 
earns NJCAA 
honorable 
mention All-
American 
recognition p4

Alabama ABC 
adds link 
to Drink in 
Moderation 
website

Bentley 
emphasizes 
government 
efficiency in 
address to 
farmers 

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES

Rain fails to sink County 
Christmas Parade floats p2

MONTGOMERY – Spon-
sored by the Distilled Spirits 
Council of the United States, 
the site provides information 
on alcohol and health includ-
ing the U.S. Dietary Guidelines 
for Americans, standard drink 
definitions, tips for respon-
sible entertaining, as well as 
other resources and links to 
additional information on al-
cohol in the adult diet. The 
link is can be found on the Ed-
ucation Page of the Alabama 
ABC website: abc.alabama.
gov/education.aspx.

MONTGOMERY — Gov. Rob-
ert Bentley thanked farmers 
for their work and empha-
sized agriculture’s impact to 
the state economy in a speech 
this morning at the Alabama 
Farmers Federation’s 92nd 
annual meeting.
	 “Farming is vital to our 
state,” Bentley said. “It is so 
major, we have 580,000 jobs 
related to agriculture or for-
estry. That’s 20 percent of the 
jobs in Alabama. Anything I 
can do to help agriculture and 
forestry, I’m going to do that.”
	 Bentley said he is dedi-
cated to making government 
more efficient by consolidat-
ing agencies, including the 
former Depart-
ment of Public 

Contributed by: ABC

By: Mary Johnson
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Crafts Fair p7

Delivery by Drone 
Must Clear State 
Hurdles

The Parade of Christmas Trees

Not so fast, Jeff Bezos—be-
fore Amazon can deploy 
its fleet of delivery drones, 

the company will have to wait for the 
results of drone tests at six state-run 
sites, which the FAA will select later 
this month.
	 At least 24 states are compet-

ing to host 
these sites, 
which are 
expected to bring jobs and invest-
ment from a rapidly growing indus-
try.
	 Congress has directed the FAA 
to safely integrate unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAV), or unarmed drones, 

into the national airspace by 2015. 
Until then, the FAA has said it will 
grant flight privileges to UAV opera-
tors on a case-by-case basis.
	 Bezos, the CEO of 
the Seattle-based e-

CULLMAN — Along with 
the progressive play held 
at Desperation Church, 
the 11th Annual Parade 
of Christmas Trees Silent 
Auction was held. The event 
benefitted Brooks’ Place, 
a child advocacy center. 
There were several festive 
wreaths decorated with 

seasonal additions, along 
with Alabama and Auburn 
wreaths, and a beautiful 
bevvy of Christmas trees to 
bid on. 
	 Kim Bevis, executive di-
rector of Brooks’ Place, said 
the event was usually held 
in November during the 
Christmas in Cullman Open 
House, but due to a loss of 

venue wasn’t able to be held 
during that time.
	 Luckily, Desperation 
Church stepped in and said 
that they could hold their 
event at the Church during 
Celebrate Christmas. 
	 “Basically we have peo-
ple who donate the deco-
rated wreaths 
and Christmas 

By: Natalie Bonner
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Wallace State exhibit 
spans Dersham’s 50 years 
as photographer

The work of North Alabama 
photographer John Dersham is 
currently on display at Wallace 
State Community College, 
documenting 50 years of his life 
spent taking photos.

qrne.ws/131

Heritage Park recognized 
as USSSA Facility of the 
Year

The Cullman City Parks & 
Recreation department has 
not been a stranger to national 
recognition. However, the latest 
award certifies the bustling parks 
department as producing one of 
the nation’s best facilities. 

qrne.ws/132

Miscommunication at 
center of CP&R budget 
overage

Recently reports stating the 
Cullman City Parks & Recreation 
department was over budget by 
a half-million dollars, due to lost 
revenue in the special events 
portion of the vast department, 
prompted both the City...

qrne.ws/133

CULLMAN – Sacred Heart Al-
tar Society hosted a reception 
honoring their parish’s newly 
ordained permanent Birming-
ham Diocesan deacons Ken 
Kreps and Peter Nassetta fol-
lowing Church services Sun-
day, December 8. Held in the 
Family Life Center, the special 
event centered on Kreps and 
Nassetta following their ordi-
nation to Holy Orders by Di-
ocesan Bishop Robert J. Baker 
on Saturday, December 7. 
	 In order to arrive at this 
stage of their lives, the men, 
along with 16 fellow students, 
followed and completed a 
five year program which they 
started in 2009, intently 
studying to achieve their per-
sonal call to their new roles 
as Diocesan Deacons. While 
the new Deacons advanced 
through the lengthy program 
of study, their wives, Char-
lotte Kreps and Sondra Nas-
setta, were right by their sides 
as major supporters and con-
tributors to the process.
	 Bishop Baker, during Mass 
at the Cathedral of St. Paul in 
Birmingham, ordained 18 new 
Deacons from 17 parishes in 
North Alabama. These 18 men 
joined over 40 other perma-
nent deacons who currently 
serve the Diocese of Birming-
ham. 
	 Ken Kreps and his wife 
Charlotte (Waldrep from the 

Crane Hill Community) cele-
brated their 47th wedding an-
niversary and are the parents 
of three children and have 
seven grandchildren. Both are 
Cullman natives and moved 
back to the local area follow-
ing Ken’s retirement from the 
U.S. Air Force as a CMSGT 
with many overseas duty sta-
tions. During his military 
years Ken completed various 
post-secondary studies at the 
Community College of the Air 
Force as well as at other insti-
tutions along the way.
	 Since their return to Cull-
man and Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church, Ken and Charlotte 
have been devoted servant 
leaders in the parish’s local 
St. Vincent DePaul Society, an 
outreach program for those in 
need in the Cullman area. Ken 
is a member of the Knights of 
Columbus and was instrumen-
tal in establishing the Fourth 
Degree K of C of the organiza-
tion. Charlotte serves in the 
women’s Altar Society. Both of 
the Kreps can be counted on 
to fulfill any necessary tasks 
in the work of both Parish and 
School operations. 
	 During his studies for the 
deaconate, Ken completed 
his pastoral practicum in Ru-
ral Ministry, serving sick and 
shut-ins throughout Cullman 
County. 
	 In their 43rd year of mar-
riage, Pete and Sondra (Wa-

ters) Nassetta are the parents 
of two grown sons and grand-
parents to five. Their family 
was honored as ‘Family of the 
Year’ by the Knights of Colum-
bus in Cullman in 1983.
	 While Sondra is a Cullman-
ite, Pete is a native of Con-
necticut and graduate of St. 
Bernard College. He served as 
a co-founder of the present St. 
Bernard Preparatory School 
in Cullman in the early 1980s. 
Both Pete and Sondra are ac-
tive in Sacred Heart of Jesus’ 
parish’s Cursillo Apostolate as 
well as numerous other activi-
ties that occur throughout the 
ordinary year in the life of the 
Parish. The couple serves as 
Eucharistic Ministers and lec-
turers for Mass. Pete fulfills 
the role of caretaker of the 
Catholic cemetery in addition 
to his many other tasks that 
benefit Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
	 Pete’s primary career has 
centered in public works ad-
ministration and construc-
tion. Recognizing critical 
needs among Catholic immi-
grants, he completed his pas-
toral practicum in Hispanic 
Ministry this year. 
	 These two newly ordained 
Deacons join three present 
Deacons serving Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Catholic Church: Bill 
Roberson, Michael Branch, 
and Ramon Rodriguez.

HANCEVILLE – Although 
the weather on Saturday was 
not ideal, hundreds of eager 
onlookers congregated along-
side U.S. Hwy 31 in Hanceville 
to celebrate the 22nd annual 
Cullman County Christmas 
Parade, sponsored by the 
Hanceville Civitan Club.
	 The parade made its way 
down the main artery of the 
city, with one minor detour – 
the Hanceville Nursing Home.  
Each of the floats made its way 
in front of the main entrance 
so residents could enjoy the 
sights without being put out in the elements. 
	 For more photos of the 22nd annual Cullman 

County Christmas Parade, visit CullmanSense.
com.

MONTGOMERY — The Rotunda of the State 
Capitol building will be a bit more colorful this 
holiday season with the addition of almost three 
dozen red poinsettia plants grown by students 
enrolled in horticulture classes at Wallace State 
Community College in Hanceville.
	 More than a dozen students gave up a day 
they were excused from class to travel to Mont-
gomery to deliver 35 poinsettia plants to the 
State Capitol building, where they will be used 
as decoration during the Christmas holidays.
	 Julie Lindsey of Gov. Robert Bentley’s of-
fice, said the poinsettias help transform the ro-
tunda, providing bright pops of color against a 
backdrop of white marble. Students placed four 
plants at the corners of the monument dedi-
cated to Gov. Lurleen B. Wallace. The remaining 
plants will be placed around the live Christmas 
tree at the entrance to the Capitol building and 
in other rooms of the Capitol building.
	 Students in Wallace State’s Agriculture/
Horticulture department began thinking about 
Christmas this past summer when they received 
the cuttings for the poinsettia plants. They grew 

more than 1,000 plants in three different variet-
ies: red, white and marbled.  Several times, the 
students said, they had to move the plants to 
larger containers as they grew.
	 The students will return to Montgomery in 
December to deliver more poinsettias to gov-
ernment offices and lawmakers.
	 Along with providing poinsettia plants to the 
State Capitol, the Agriculture and Horticulture 
Department is also selling poinsettia plants. 
The plants are offered for $10 and $12 and are 
sold at the Agribusiness Center on the back side 
of the campus from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. each Mon-
day through Friday when the campus is open.
	 While in Montgomery, the students also vis-
ited the Embassy Suites hotel to see their in-
door gardens and water features. Anthony Hill-
iard, director of the Agriculture/Horticulture 
Department, said he stayed at the hotel recent-
ly while attending a conference and wanted to 
show his students the gardens so they could see 
the different job opportunities they can look for 
after completing their courses at Wallace State.
	 For more, call Anthony Hilliard at 256-352-
8035 or visit wallacestate.edu.

The Chamber’s Retail 
Committee in part-
nership with Bella 

Faire’ Day Spa & Salon pre-
sented the December Small 
Business of the Month award 
to Werner’s Trading Co. The 
award is given monthly to 
a local small business that 
meets nomination require-
ments.
	 Eligible candidates are 
judged on such things as con-
tribution to our community, 
outstanding customer ser-
vice, unique ideas, (products, 
marketing, etc.) and inspir-
ing success stories. 
	 To make a nomination for 
Small Business of the Month, 
forms can be downloaded at 
www.cullmanchamber.org.

By: Jackie Moore
By: Barbara Ragsdale

By: Noah Chandler
noahchandler@cullmansense.com

By: Gail Crutchfield • WSCC Contributor

Werner’s Trading Co. named C.O.C 
Small Business of the Month

Reception to honor two new Deacons 
at Sacred Heart of Jesus Church 

The Parade Marches On

WSCC helps decorate State 
Capitol for holidays

Susie Hood Ashley; City Economic Develop-
ment & Chamber Retail Committee Chair, Rob 
Werner; Werner’s Trading Co., Trey White; 
Asst. Mgr. Bella Faire’ Day Spa & Salon 
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Alabama House Republican Caucus 

announces 2014 “Commonsense 

Conservative” Legislative Agenda
MONTGOMERY – Alabama Speak-
er of the House Mike Hubbard (R 
- Auburn) was joined by House Ma-
jority Leader Micky Hammon (R 
- Decatur), Agenda Platform Com-
mittee Chair Representative Randy 
Davis (R - Daphne) and several oth-
er House Republican Caucus Mem-
bers on Thursday as they unveiled 
the bills and initiatives included in 
the Republican Caucus’ 2014 “Com-
monsense Conservative” legislative 
agenda.
	 “Our agenda earned its label be-
cause each of these bills are com-
monsense measures that represent 
the conservative beliefs and prin-
ciples that Republicans embrace,” 
Hubbard said.  “They continue the 
record of fundamental reforms, 
constitutional rights protections, 
and pro-business, job growth initia-
tives that Republicans have passed 
since taking control of the Legisla-
ture almost four years ago.”
	 Hammon said that as the agenda 
took shape, it became apparent that 
Republican lawmakers had taxpayer 
relief foremost in their minds.
	 “As opposed to the tax and spend 
Democrats in D.C., a review of our 
‘Commonsense Conservative’ agen-
da shows that House Republicans 
want to make 2014 the ‘Year of Tax-
payer Relief ’ in Alabama,” Hammon 
said.  “It also reflects our deep com-
mitment to social issues like pro-

tecting unborn life and preserving 
personal religious and moral free-
doms from federal mandates.”
	 Davis, who chaired the House Re-
publican Caucus Platform Commit-
tee that was responsible for crafting 
the agenda, said every GOP House 
member was invited to submit bills 
for consideration in order to gather 
the broadest selection from which 
to choose.
	 “When we brought the agenda 
before the full Caucus, it was ap-
proved unanimously because it tru-
ly reflects the bedrock conservative 
beliefs of most Republicans,” Davis 
said.  “I am confident that the bills 
in our ‘Commonsense Conservative’ 
agenda will secure quick approval 
when brought up for consideration 
on the House floor.”
	 This year, business owners will 
receive immediate tax relief and 
will find their filing process made 
dramatically easier through the 
agenda’s Small Business Tax Relief 
Act and the Business Tax Streamlin-
ing Act.
	 Working with Governor Bentley 
and the Department of Revenue, the 
agenda’s Tax Elimination Act, will 
dissolve taxes that cost more to col-
lect than they take in. 
	 The Alabama Taxpayer Audit 
Protection Act will ensure that the 
Internal Revenue Service’s target-
ing of individuals for audit based 
upon political beliefs cannot oc-

cur on the state government level, 
and the Taxpayer Bill of Rights will 
make the tax appeals process more 
balanced and fair for business and 
individuals alike.
	 The Revolving Door Act being 
proposed by Senate President Pro 
Tem Del Marsh (R - Anniston) has 
garnered widespread support from 
House Republicans and will prevent 
lawmakers from lobbying either leg-
islative body for at least two years 
after leaving office.
	 The agenda also includes the 
Healthcare Right of Conscience Act, 
which prevents healthcare profes-
sionals from being forced to pro-
vide services that violate their con-
science and moral beliefs, and an 
Adoption Tax Credit that will help 
provide more Alabama children 
with secure and loving homes.
	 State employees, officials, and 
education workers will receive clear 
cut and codified immunity from be-
ing sued while acting in their official 
capacity with passage of the Statu-
tory Immunity for Teachers and 
State Employees Act.
	 The leaders also said that eco-
nomic development and job cre-
ation remains the major focus for 
the Republican Caucus, and the 
details surrounding a major Work-
force Development Initiative also 
included in the agenda will be an-
nounced as the session’s January 14, 
2014 start date draws near.

By: Rachel Adams

Governor awards grants to assist low-
income families with energy costs
MONTGOMERY — 
Grants totaling $39.3 
million awarded by 
Gov. Robert Bent-
ley will assist low-
income families in 
Alabama with home 
energy bills.
	 The grants will 
enable 22 commu-
nity action agencies 
throughout the state 
to provide temporary 
assistance with elec-
tric and gas bills. Pri-
ority for assistance is 
given to the elderly, 
people with disabili-
ties, and families with 
young children.
	 “Paying for high 
home heating bills 
during the winter 
can be a significant 
challenge for low-
income families or 
elderly residents liv-
ing on extremely lim-
ited budgets,” Bentley 
said. “This funding 
is intended to assist 

those with the great-
est need.”
	 Residents seeking 
assistance must ap-
ply through their lo-
cal community action 
agencies. Eligibility 
is based on income, 
family size, and avail-
able resources. If 
applications are ap-
proved, payments are 
made directly to the 
utility companies on 
behalf of residents.
	 The Ala. Dept. of 
Economic and Com-
munity Affairs is 
administering the 
grants as part of the 
Low-Income Home 
Energy Assistance 
Program. The fund-
ing was made avail-
able to the state by 
the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human 
Services. Full contact 
information for each 
agency can be found 
at caaalabama.org/
agency-list.php.

By: Russell Sellers

•	 Community Action Partnership of Hunts-
ville/Madison and Limestone Coun-
ties Inc. (Madison and Limestone) - 
$2,358,610. Phone: 256-851-9800

•	 Community Service Programs of West 
Alabama Inc. (Bibb, Choctaw, Fayette, 
Greene, Lamar, Tuscaloosa, Sumter) - 
$3,331,190. Phone: 205-752-5429

•	 Walker County Community Action Agency 
Inc. (Walker) - $641,320. Phone: 205-
221-4010

•	 Pickens County Community Action Com-
mittee and Community Development 
Corp. Inc. (Pickens) - $292,648. Phone: 
205-367-8166

•	 Organized Community Action Program Inc. 
(Bullock, Butler, Covington, Crenshaw, 
Dale, Lowndes, Pike) - $2,331,889. 
Phone: 334-566-1712

•	 Community Action Agency of Northwest 
Alabama Inc. (Colbert, Franklin, Lauder-
dale) - $1,149,014. Phone: 256-766-
4330

•	 Community Action Agency of North-
east Alabama Inc. (Blount, Cherokee, 
DeKalb, Jackson, Marshall, St. Clair) - 

$3,104,685. Phone: 256-638-4430
•	 Community Action Partnership of 

North Alabama Inc. (Cullman, 
Lawrence, Morgan) - $1,799,536. 
Phone: 256-355-7843

•	 Montgomery Community Action Agency 
(Montgomery) - $2,128,337. Phone: 
334-263-3474

•	 Mobile Community Action Inc. (Mobile, 
Washington) - $3,911,329. Phone: 251-
457-5700

•	 Marion-Winston Counties Community Ac-
tion Committee Inc. (Marion, Winston) - 
$588,062. Phone: 205-921-4224

•	 Macon-Russell Community Action Agency 
Inc. (Macon, Russell) - $858,631. Phone: 
334-727-6100

•	 Jefferson County Committee for Economic 
Opportunity (Jefferson) - $4,192,094. 
Phone: 205-327-7500

•	 Human Resource Development Corp. (Bar-
bour, Coffee, Geneva, Henry, Houston) - 
$1,900,283. Phone: 334-347-0881

•	 Hale Empowerment and Revitalization 
Organization Inc. (Hale) - $361,343. 
Phone: 334-624-0842

•	 Community Action of Etowah County Inc. 
(Etowah) - $894,701. Phone: 256-546-
9271

•	 Elmore/Autauga Community Action Com-
mittee Inc. (Autauga, Dallas, Elmore, 
Perry) - $1,746,532. Phone: 334-567-
4361

•	 Eleventh Area of Alabama Opportunity 
Action Committee Inc. (Chilton, Shelby) - 
$968,856. Phone: 205-755-1204

•	 Community Action Committee Inc. of 
Chambers-Tallapoosa-Coosa (Cham-
bers, Tallapoosa, Coosa) - $863,929. 
Phone: 256-825-4287

•	 Community Action Agency of South Ala-
bama (Baldwin, Clarke, Conecuh, Es-
cambia, Marengo, Monroe, Wilcox) - 
$2,730,940. Phone: 251-626-2646

•	 Alabama Council on Human Relations Inc. 
(Lee) - $1,337,444. Phone: 334-821-
8336

•	 Community Action Agency of Talladega, 
Clay, Randolph, Calhoun, and Cleburne 
Counties (Calhoun, Clay, Cleburne, Ran-
dolph, Talladega) - $1,864,982. Phone: 
256-362-6611

Community action agencies, counties 
served, and grant amounts

The White House is urging 
Congress to allow 1.3 million 
unemployed Americans who 

have been collecting extended jobless 
benefits to continue to receive them 
beyond a Dec. 28 end date.
	 In a report released recently, the 
Obama administration argued that 
a failure to continue the benefits 
might lead to the loss of an additional 
240,000 jobs, since job seekers will 
have less money to pump into the 
economy. Last year, 2.5 million Amer-
icans were lifted out of poverty by un-
employment insurance benefits, ac-
cording to the administration. 
	 Normal unemployment benefits, 
which the federal and state gov-
ernments pay for jointly, last for 
26 weeks. In June 2008, President 
George W. Bush approved an ex-
tension of benefits, and during the 
depths of the recession, unemployed 
Americans could collect for as long as 
99 weeks. 
	 The median number of weeks now 
offered by states is 28 weeks, with the 
length of time determined by a state’s 
unemployment rate. A total of 24 mil-
lion Americans have received extend-
ed benefits since 2008. 
	 In addition to the 1.3 million 
Americans who would lose their ben-
efits on Dec. 28, 3.6 million more peo-
ple will lose their benefits by the end 
of 2014 without an extension. 
	 The unemployment rate remains 
high nationally and especially in 

some states, but the fight over unem-
ployment benefits is playing out amid 
broader federal budget concerns and 
efforts to avert another government 
shutdown next month. It also comes 
as some states have opted out of or 
pared back their own unemployment 
insurance offerings, enacting cuts 
some have called “historic and dis-
turbing.” The result is that a number 
of states now provide fewer weeks of 
jobless benefits than at any time since 
the creation of the program in 1935. 
In some of those states, the extended 
federal benefits have remained in 
place, sparing the jobless the immedi-
ate pain of losing their benefits. 
	 Extending the program would cost 
the federal government $25.7 billion 
over the course of 2014 and 2015, ac-
cording to a Congressional Budget 
Office estimate released this week. It 
would also increase federal revenues 
by $500 million in the next decade, 
the CBO said.
	 The amounts of money paid under 
the extended unemployment pro-
gram already have been cut by the au-
tomatic federal budget cuts known as 
sequestration. Depending on when a 
state implemented those reductions, 
the cuts shaved as much as 25 percent 
off jobless Americans’ unemploy-
ment checks.
	 Stateline is a nonpartisan, nonprof-
it news service of the Pew Charitable 
Trusts that provides daily reporting 
and analysis on trends in state policy.

White House Makes 
Case for Extending 
Unemployment Benefits

By: Jake Grovum • Stateline
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By: Josh McBrayer
joshmcbrayer@cullmansense.com

Weekly Local 
Basketball 
Wrap Up

Another week is in the 
books as we move 
closer to the Christ-

mas holiday and the heart of 
area play and the week was full 
of action.
	 From blowout to nail-
biters and Cold Springs own 
Haley Freeman scoring her 
1,000th point, the past week 
was a can’t miss. Here is the 
CullmanSense featured game 
of the week and scores from 
around the county.

GOOD HOPE vs. WEST-
MINSTER CHRISTIAN 
ACADEMY

GIRLS
GOOD HOPE - The first quar-
ter of action saw the Lady 
Raiders jump out to an early 
lead but the Lady Wildcats 
hung tough thanks to the play 
of Jess Gonder and Sydney 
Ison.
	 The duo combined for all of 
the Westminster points in the 
first quarter.
	 The second quarter saw 
Good Hope open up a seven 
point lead on the strength of 
hot shooting by Kaitlyn Scott. 
Kaitlyn Bishop and Sierra 
Kinser each added a pair to 
give Good Hope a 19-12 advan-
tage at the half. Good Hope 
extended their lead to as much 
as 10 in the third but Gonder 
again came up big for West-
minster with seven points and 
keeping the Lady Wildcats 
within eight heading to the 
last quarter of play.
	 Westminster started the 
fourth on a 5-0 run but Good 
Hope’s presence inside with 
Celeste Whisenant quickly 
evened the run out.
	 The Lady a Wildcats again 
pulled close, within five, but 
found themselves in a position 
of having to foul as the time 
ticked away.
	 It was Kacy Thomas who 
found herself at the line, 
knocking down four big free 
throws to seal the game and 
give Good Hope the 37-30 vic-

tory.

BOYS
The Wildcats looked like a 
team on a mission recently as 
they came out with a flurry, 
jumping on Good Hope 14-4 
in the first on the strength of 
a 9-2 run to start the quarter. 
	 The Wildcats shooters 
went cold in the second quar-
ter but as they say, defense 
never goes cold.
	 Westminster proved that 
holding Good Hope to just 11 
points, allowing the visitors to 
take a 26-16 lead to halftime.
	 Following a third quarter 
that was dead even at 12 points 
each, Good Hope started to 
feel it from three point land, 
hitting a trio of trifectas to 
pull to within five, the small-
est gap of the night, with 40.9 
remaining in the game.
	 Unfortunately for Good 
Hope, this was as close as they 
would get as they fell to the 
Westminster Wildcats 48-42.

OTHER SCORES

TUESDAY
GIRLS
Cold Springs 79 vs Fairview 42
Cullman 58 vs Gardendale 48
Hanceville 57 vs Corner 48
Holly Pond 54 vs JB Penning-
ton 27
Vinemont 22 vs Danville 47

BOYS
Cullman 73 vs Gardendale 74
Fairview 46 vs Cold Springs 50

FRIDAY
GIRLS
Cold Springs 61 vs Holly Pond 
68
Cullman 51 vs East Limestone 
62
Good Hope 54 vs West Point 
39

BOYS
Good Hope 47 vs Wdst Point 
72

NOTE: Some scores were un-
available at print. 

Auburn’s Gus Malzahn Receives Contract 
Extension, Raise

Learning from the Pros: 2nd Annual 
Vinemont Baseball Camp brings the Big 
Leagues to local children

AUBURN – Auburn Univer-
sity Director of Athletics Jay 
Jacobs announced today that 
he extended the contract of 
Coach Gus Malzahn for a six-
year period in recognition of 
the Auburn football team’s 
success in his first year as 
head coach.
	 “As I’ve said before, we 
want Coach Malzahn to be at 
Auburn for a long time,” Ja-
cobs said.
	 “The new contract in-
cludes a raise and extension 
and is our statement that Au-
burn is committed to Coach 
Malzahn for the long haul. 
While this season has been 
remarkable, I’m equally ex-
cited about the future of our 
program under his leadership. 
The future of Auburn football 
is very bright.”
	 “I couldn’t be more pleased 
with our student-athletes and 
our coach,” Jacobs added.
	 Auburn University Presi-
dent Dr. Jay Gogue expressed 
his support for Jacobs’ action.
	 “Jay made a good recom-
mendation, and I support it. 
A lot of programs would love 
to have Coach Malzahn, so 
this is a good move that al-
lows him to continue taking 
Auburn football where our 
fans want it. I’ve consulted 
with the president pro tem of 
the Auburn Board, and he let 
me know that he supports it as 
well.”

	 Jimmy Rane, the president 
pro tem of Auburn’s Board, 
added his sentiment to the ex-
tension. “What began as a new 

day has turned into a great day 
for Auburn and the Auburn 
family.”
	 The contract extension in-

creases Malzahn’s annual sal-
ary to $3.85 million next year 
with a $250,000 increase for 
each subsequent year.

VINEMONT – The trees are trimmed, 
the gifts are wrapped, and the stockings 
are stuffed. What does that mean?
	 Baseball of course, at least in 
Vinemont.
	 Head baseball coach and Athletic Di-
rector Chad Shannon, along with the 
Vinemont Eagles are gearing up to host 
the 2nd Annual Vinemont Baseball Camp 
on December 27th and 28th.
	 “I have been involved with baseball 
camps every year I have been a head coach 

which has been 10,” said Shannon. “This is 
my third year at Vinemont and our second 
year to have the camp here.”
	 Vinemont’s skipper has enjoyed a 
marked success with every baseball pro-
gram he has been involved with, most re-
cently bringing a county championship to 
Vinemont in 2012.
	 Children from ages 6-14 will be able to 
attend the camp and will receive instruc-
tion from top tier players such as Cleve-
land Indians prospect and current Caro-
lina Mudcat, Grant Sides, Andrew College 
standout Judson Sullivan, and, of course, 

former Vinemont Eagle and current Au-
burn Tiger, Izaac Yarbrough.
	 “I enjoy doing the camps each year 
because I get the opportunity to teach 
the game and watch some of my former 
players work with the younger players 
and pass on their knowledge of the game,” 
Shannon said of the fondness of the 
Christmas camp.
	 The camp will run from 9 a.m. until 12 
p.m. on December 27th and 28th. The cost 
is $50 per campers and is open to ages 
6-14.

By: Jason Matheson

By: Josh McBrayer
joshmcbrayer@cullmansense.com
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No. 16 WSCC women’s basketball 
explodes for 100 points

Wallace State volleyball’s 
Kianna Delaney earns NJCAA 
honorable mention All-
American recognition 

HANCEVILLE – A 12-day 
layoff didn’t affect Wallace 
State’s women’s basketball 
team at all recently. The 16th-
ranked Lady Lions exploded 
for one of their largest offen-
sive outbursts in years, cruis-
ing to a dominating 100-77 vic-
tory over Chattanooga (Tenn.) 
State at Tom Drake Coliseum.
	 Multiple Wallace State 
players finished with career 
performances. Sophomore 
Morgan Pearson poured in 
a career-high 27 points off 
the bench, freshman Morgan 
Smith scored a career-high 
21 points in only her seventh 
collegiate game, and Jaylan 
Snowden added 12 points and 
dished out a career-best 14 as-
sists. 
	 “It’s good to get a win like 
this coming off Thanksgiving 
because we’ve had to sit on 
that East Mississippi loss for 
more than 10 days. You have 
to be pleased when your team 
scores 100 points. Everyone 
contributed, so that makes it a 
happy locker room. I told the 
team to enjoy this one because 

we’ve got to get back work 
Wednesday,” said Wallace 
State third-year coach Ron 
Burdette.
	 The Lady Lions, who led 
49-45 at halftime, hit the cen-
tury mark behind a steady 
dose of 3-pointers, nailing 
15 as a team. Pearson con-
nected on four 3s, freshman 
Amber Carey scored all 12 of 
her points, a career high, from 
behind the 3-point arc, and six 
different Lady Lions account-
ed for at least one trey. 
	 After averaging 8.2 points 
as a freshman, Pearson has 
provided a spark off the bench 
for Wallace State (5-2) dur-
ing the young season. She had 
14 points at the half against 
Chattanooga State and appro-
priately hit the final bucket 
for Wallace State to crack the 
100-point mark. 
	 “I feel that Morgan (Pear-
son) plays a whole lot better 
coming off the bench than 
when she starts because she 
can see the flow of the game. 
Morgan can shoot it as good as 
anyone on the team,” Burdette 
said. “I feel like we are very 
versatile offensively. We have 

confidence in almost anyone 
to step out and hit a 3-pointer. 
A girl like Amber Carey can 
also light it up like she did in 
this one.”
	 “We’ve got to work on 
improving in the post even 
though Morgan Smith did a 
great job defensively on their 
top post player. Morgan is so 
smart and can do many differ-
ent things that a normal post 
player can’t.” 
	 Clinging to its four-point 
halftime lead, Wallace State 
opened the second half on a 
19-7 run to pull away. Smith 
and Pearson then connected 
on back-to-back 3-pointers to 
extend the cushion to 74-54 
with 13:04 remaining. 
	 Chattanooga State only 
closed the gap to as little as 12 
points the rest of the way. 
	 Smith collected a team-
high eight rebounds for Wal-
lace State, while Jasmine 
Coleman contributed seven 
points and Brandee Busen-
lehner had six. Simone Smith 
led Chattanooga State with 23 
points. 
	 For more on WSCC athlet-
ics, visit wallacestate.edu.

HANCEVILLE – Wallace State volleyball 
middle hitter Kianna Delaney has been named 
a National Junior College Athletic Association 
(NJCAA) Division I honorable mention All-
American, in the list released today by the na-
tional office. 
	 Delaney, a Chattanooga, Tenn., native, led 
the Alabama Community College Conference 
(ACCC) this season in three categories, tally-
ing 485 kills, 137 blocks and 3.03 kills per set, 
guiding Wallace State to its sixth straight ACCC 
regular season championship and fifth con-
secutive tournament title. Delaney, who added 
a .334 hitting percentage and 266 digs, was also 
named the conference’s Player of the Year for 
her regular season work and was the conference 
tournament MVP. 
	 “Kianna had a great season for us. She was a 
leader statistically in many categories, but she 
was also a team leader on and off the court and 
a team captain. She basically led us to another 
championship,” said Wallace State coach Randy 
Daniel. “Above all, Kianna is a good person and 
has a chance to play Division I volleyball. She 
deserves all the accolades.” 
	 Wallace State finished 30-17 in 2013, making 
its fifth consecutive national tournament ap-
pearance and 14th overall. 
	 Delaney was a part of 53 wins, a pair of state 
championships and two national tournament 
appearances in two seasons, compiling 846 
kills, 515 digs and 225 blocks during her im-
pressive career with the Lions. 

	 Wallace State volleyball has produced an 
honorable mention selection the last five sea-
sons. Erica Baker earned the recognition twice 
(2012 and 2011), along with Lesley Bemis in 
2011, Taulise Dunklin in 2010, and Cassie Dan-
iels in 2009. 
	 For more information about Wallace State 
athletics, visit wallacestate.edu.

By: Russell Moore
WSCC Contributor

By: Russell Moore • WSCC Contributor

Kianna Delaney

CullmanSense • 101 1st Ave NE • Suite 230 • Cullman, AL 35055 

____ Get CullmanSense Weekly for one year for only $35

____ Get CullmanSense Weekly for twelve weeks for only $13

	 Did you know that traditionally the most im-
portant deadline for 12th grade college funding 
is Dec. 1 nationally for them to receive prior-
ity, merit-based funding consideration for all (4) 
years of undergraduate work?
	 Did you know that seniors who want to trans-
fer from a 2-year program to a 4-year need to go 
ahead and prepare for transfer scholaship eligi-
bility now?
	 While there are many variables that affect a 
student being selected for a merit-based award 
over another similarly academically qualified 
student, typically, the student’s gpa & test score 
are the standards by which the student is entered 
into his/her highest “eligibility selection win-

dow”: 
•	 Seniors with higher 

scores, let us show you 
how to maximize your 
auto-offers!

•	 Seniors with mid-range 
scores, let us show you 
how to maximize your 
remaining merit-based 
funding opportunities!

•	 Seniors with no/low 
scores, let us show you 
what you still can do to 
get as much funding as possible!

•	 Seniors with exceptional circumstances, let us 
show you how to help ensure that all of your 
additional opportunities are utilized!

	 Our locally owned & nationally known com-
pany that is featured on the Dave Ramsey Radio 
Show’s ‘Kids & Money segment’ and recommend-
ed by certified Dave Ramsey coaches & Financial 
Peace University coordinators across the country 
since 2005, invites your family to give our re-
sults-oriented college funding team a call today 
to let us help you ‘make college cost less’!

30-Day Sr. Scholarship 
Boot Camp

Email: info@N2College.com 
Website: www.N2College.com

Phone: 256-736-5969

Jill Gudger 

Howell, M.A. Ed.

President/

Developer, 

PreK-12th Grade 

“$cholar$hip 
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Address (from Front)

The Weather Outside is Frightful

Parade (from Front)

Ornamental Goals (from Front)
WEST POINT - A local, 
talented artist will see her 
latest creation on display at 
the state capitol.
	 Senior Katelyn Abbott 
from West Point High School 
has been selected to create 
a special ornament that 
represents the West Point 
community.
	 This work of art will 

be a commemorative 
decoration on a Christmas 
tree in the rotunda of the 
state capitol building in 
Montgomery. 
	 Abbott is a 17-year-old 
senior and was chosen to 
create the ornament due 
to her outstanding artwork 
during her fours years as a 
student in the art department 
at West Point High School. 

She is the daughter of Bart 
and Stephanie Abbott of West 
Point. She only had three days 
to complete the project, but 
luckily Abbott works quickly 
and efficiently. 
	 The ornament was done 
on time and truly captured 
the spirit of West Point. “My 
ornament had different things 
on it, but mainly warriors 
and that represents my 

community in many ways to 
me,” Abbott said.
	 “The main reason the 
warrior means a lot and 
represents us well is because 
we are a small community, 
but we work together and 
make great things with what 
we have. And a warrior is 
someone who doesn’t usually 
have a lot, but makes a lot out 
of what he has.”

	 When Abbott is not busy 
with her artwork, she enjoys 
art activities and hunting. She 
is president of the Art Club, 
co-editor of the Yearbook 
Staff, and also takes part in 
Beta Club, National Honor 
Society, Science Club, Spanish 
Club, FCA, FFA, and the FFA 
Extemporaneous Speaking 
Team. She plans to major in 
art and minor in a science 

in college, while pursuing a 
medical degree.   
	 “It was an honor being 
chosen to do the ornament,” 
Abbott said of being chosen to 
create a work of art that truly 
captured her community’s 
spirit. “I enjoy living in West 
Point. It is a very friendly 
community and you always 
feel at home no matter where 
you are.”

By: Natalie Bonner

By: Natalie Bonner

trees, and then we put them 
up for silent auction. Many 
people donated to us. All year 
long, people will donate orna-
ments, wreaths, etc. to us and 
then we just kind of bring it in, 
look at it, and see what we can 
do,” Bevis said. 
	 Among the people who do-
nated were many board mem-

bers, school classrooms, Wal-
Mart Distribution, Wal-Mart 
Transportation, Tyson Foods, 
Welti Cumberland United 
Methodist Church, Welti 
Cumberland Presbyterian 
Women’s Ministry, Westmin-
ster Assisted Living, Dumas 
Home Store, Mental Health 
Care of Cullman, several in-

dividuals, and anonymous do-
nors, to name a few. 
	 “Brooks’ Place conducts 
forensic investigation of child 
sexual abuse for the city and 
the county of Cullman so any 
child who has experienced any 
sort of sexual abuse will come 
to us for an investigation and 
possibly counseling later on,” 

said Bevis.
	 For those who won their 
bids, they showed up on Sun-
day to pay their money and 
receive their shrink-wrapped 
items to take home.
	 The bids were affordable 
and there were a variety of 
themed items that would fit 
almost any style or taste. 

	 Bevis said that the weather 
was a small let-down, but that 
they were still getting lots of 
people coming in and asking 
questions, happily bidding, 
and ready to win their prized 
item. 
	 “I was hoping for better 
weather because I felt like 
the parade and all the events 

that were going to go on down 
here would have brought a lot 
of traffic, but we are still get-
ting traffic because of the play. 
That is something that we 
were excited to find out was 
happing and it was a wonder-
ful thing,” Bevis said.
	 For more photos visit 
CullmanSense.com.

Safety.
	 He said he is extremely 
proud of work accomplished 
by the Agriculture and Ru-
ral Crimes Unit, which was 
formed in June.
	 Following Bentley’s com-
ments, the Federation held an 
awards program. The Chero-
kee County Herald and its 
editor, Terry Dean, received 

the Federation’s Agricultural 
Communications Award for 
the newspaper’s outstanding 
farm coverage. 
	 The Houston County Farm-
ers Federation was honored 
for Outstanding Local and 
Community Service.
	 Federations in Pike, Russell 
and Talladega counties were 
recognized for outstanding 

work by their respective Wom-
en’s Leadership Committees.
	 Senior Leader Awards, hon-
oring Federation members for 
long-time service to the orga-
nization, went to James Pow-
ell of Autauga County, Gerald 
Willis of Calhoun County, 
Jimmie Harrison Jr. of Chilton 
County, and James Brady of 
Perry County.

	 Federations in Baldwin, 
Blount, Dale, Lee, and Mobile 
counties were honored with 
the organization’s Award For 
Excellence for overall achieve-
ment in organization, agricul-
tural programs, governmental 
programs, and Young Farmer 
and Women’s Leadership pro-
grams.
	 At the conclusion of the 

morning session, farmers also 
observed finalists in the Young 
Farmers Discussion Meet.
	 This afternoon, 500 voting 
delegates representing mem-
bers throughout Alabama will 
meet to consider policy rec-
ommendations and elect two 
regional vice presidents and 
three district representatives 
to the state board of directors. 

Delegates also will elect chair-
men of the State Women’s 
Leadership Committee and 
State Young Farmers Commit-
tee.
	 The conference ends to-
night with a special recog-
nition of former U.S. Con-
gressman Jo Bonner and 
announcement of the Young 
Farmers contest winners.

Just as that beloved Christ-
mas song “Let it Snow” says, 
the weather was, indeed, 
frightful this past Friday 

night when Celebrate Christmas was 
held. The harsh winds and freezing 
rain pelted onlookers and attendees 
who weren’t underneath the shelter 
of the Festhalle. 
	 The unfortunate weather did not 
close down the event, but some ac-
tivities simply had to be cancelled 
such as the Nighttime Parade. Sev-
eral of the planned activities were 
carried out though, with Santa Claus 
and his reindeer in attendance, along 
with live musical acts and volunteers 
handing out warm drinks. 
	 Greta Bishop, 12, is a student at 
Fairview Middle School and a volun-
teer with Desperation Church at the 
event. 
	 “It’s really cold. We are handing 
out free hot chocolate and some cards 
to go Desperation Church,” she said. 
	 The fake snow spewing out from 
overhead had some a little confused. 
With the crazy cold weather of the 
night, a couple of patrons were jok-
ingly overheard asking if that was real 
snow coming in from outside. 
	 The furry reindeer were decked 
out in their Christmas garb complete 
with jingle bells and a red bow to cel-
ebrate the fact that they can, in fact, 
fly. The children enjoyed the reindeer 
and visiting with Santa Claus. 

	 “Well, someone told me there was 
no such thing as reindeer,” Rene In-
gram teasingly said. Ingram was tak-
ing her younger sister Lexus out to 
enjoy the event. 
	 “The weather almost stopped us 
from coming out. It was pouring. We 
took a chance though and came out. 
She’s newer to Cullman so I wanted 
her to get to see all of the activities 
and things that we have here.”
	 Atlanta band Unknown Lyric 
made the three-hour trek out to Cull-
man to perform at the Festhalle. The 
two-person band consists of Jeremi-
ah Turner on acoustic guitar and Kev-
in Grayson on violin. The duo adds 
other members to the set if needed, 
such as a drum or bass. 
	 Many different types of classi-
cal and contemporary music inspire 
Unknown Lyric. They draw inspira-
tion from everyday life, as well as 
everything from Michael Jackson 
and Beethoven to John Mayer and 
musical theatre. Their performance 
left people comparing them to the 
renowned Trans-Siberian Orchestra 
in terms of performance, energy, and 
instrumental sounds. The full-time 
musicians enjoyed their time spent in 
Cullman. 
	 “We would come back in a heart-
beat. The city of Cullman is amazing, 
the people are friendly, the town is 
warm, and the food is great. Anytime 
y’all want us back, you got us,” Turner 
said. 

	 Watching the duo perform, they 
certainly didn’t appear cold or un-
comfortable as they rocked out a very 
entertaining set, to which generous 
applauding confirmed their appeal 
and success. 
	  “My fingers are freezing. It’s re-
ally not so bad, but when you are 
playing an instrument you have those 
joints and the cold wind, anything, 
can affect your joints,” violinist Gray-
son said. 
	 The collaborative duo agreed the 

weather was icy cold and a little diffi-
cult to perform in, but that having the 
opportunity to play overrode any type 
of discomfort. 
	 Of course, Santa Claus was in at-
tendance. Gregg Turk who played 
the Christmas saint said he normally 
brings his sleigh out to the festival, 
which is 14 feet long, 7 foot tall and 6 
feet wide, but because of the rain he 
decided to hold off on the sleigh. 
	 “My toes are frozen and my fin-
gers are cold. I’m used to a cold nose 

and bright red cheeks obviously, but 
you know we’ve had a great turnout. 
The spirit of people in Cullman is as 
positive as it has ever been, especially 
considering the temperature and the 
things they’ve had to go through. I 
think they’ve done very well,” Turk 
said.  
	 “You know a lot of people could 
have just cancelled everything but the 
CDMA and all of these other people 
have done a fine job so we all make 
the best of it.”
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CULLMAN – Hundreds of eager specta-
tors/buyers took to the floor of the Cull-
man Civic Center over the weekend as the 
Cullman City Parks & Recreation hosted its 
annual Arts & Crafts Fair. 
	 Vendors from across the state brought 

their wares just in time for the Christmas 
Season.
	 Local artist, Leldon Maxcy displayed 
his ornate ornaments and other skillfully 
designed, hand-crafted wooden decorative 
pieces.  

CULLMAN - The 22nd Annual 
CRMC Foundation’s Dr. Her-
man C. Ensor Lights of Love Tree 
Lighting Ceremony was held 
this past Thursday, December 5 
at 5:30 in the Colonel Cullmann 
Room at CRMC. 
	 The late Dr. Ensor dedicated 
his life’s work to helping others 
around him. Dr. Ensor created 
the Lights of Love Tree Lighting 
Ceremony in 1991 to honor and 
remember our community’s lost 
loved ones.
	 This cherished event allowed 
people to purchase a light in 
honor or in memory of someone 
dear to them. The lights were 
sold for $20, $40, $60 or more 
dollars each. Donations may be 
contributed throughout the en-
tire holiday season though. All 
proceeds benefit Hospice of Cull-
man County. 
	 Director Jennifer Smith of 
Hospice for Cullman County 
said, “[This event] is a time for us 
to remember patients who have 

passed, loved ones who 
have passed, and people 
who are special to us in 
our lives.” 
	 For every light that 
is given in honor or re-
membrance of someone, 
the family of this person 
receives an invitation 
to the event and an ac-
knowledgment card that 
shows who gave the do-
nation so that they may 
see whom their loved one 
was special to. 
	 “It’s always a touch-
ing ceremony, and our 
community looks for-
ward to it every year,” 
Smith said. 
	 This year’s event honored 
Hospice Physician and founding 
board member Bill Peinhardt, 
MD. It also honored beloved resi-
dent and former CRMC Founda-
tion board member Chester Free-
man. These two men have left an 
indelible print on Cullman Coun-
ty and the CRMC Foundation. 

	 Donations may be contributed 
throughout the holiday season. 
As mentioned on the CRMC web-
site, your tax-deductible gift will 
help support CRMC’s Hospice of 
Cullman County in its continuing 
effort to provide excellent end-
of-life care to everyone in our 
community. Call 256-739-5185 
for more information.

By: Noah Chandler • noahchandler@cullmansense.com

By: Natalie Bonner

Hometown vendors offer 
unique Christmas gift ideas

Lights of Love

Drones (from Front)
commerce giant, said in an interview broad-
cast Sunday on CBS’s “60 Minutes” news 
program that Amazon hopes to use drones 
to make same-day deliveries within five 
years of FAA approval. “It will work, and it 
will happen, and it’s gonna be a lot of fun,” 
Bezos said.
	 Amazon’s plan is yet another example of 
how drones could transform everyday life. 
Manufacturers tout the machines’ ability to 
carry water to a wildfire, monitor storm sys-
tems, locate missing persons or even deliver 
pizza. 
	 Governors are well aware of the tech-
nology’s job potential for engineers, pro-
grammers and pilots.  Already, Oklahoma’s 
Republican Gov. Mary Fallin has a cabi-
net-level secretary dedicated to attracting 
drone companies to the state.
	 New Mexico, which has a long history 
of testing military aircraft, has already se-
cured a site.
	 In promotional materials, Utah boasts 
that it is “one of the few states with unified 
executive and legislative support for UAV 
testing.”
	 The Association of Unmanned Vehicle 
Systems International (AUVSI), the trade 
association for drone manufacturers, esti-
mates that integrating drones into the na-
tional airspace will generate at least 70,000 
engineering, manufacturing and piloting 
jobs within the first three years of FAA ap-
proval.  
	 The states that win the test sites also will 
be charged with developing privacy policies 
for drones, to protect the public from sur-
veillance by drones performing all sorts of 
tasks, including delivering packages.
	 During this past legislative session, eight 
states put limits on how law enforcement 
officers can use drones, and set guidelines 
for how long data collected from a drone can 
be stored in a database.
	 Still, those concerns haven’t stopped the 
majority of states from moving ahead to at-
tract drone businesses.
	 Even in Virginia, where tea partyers and 
civil libertarians worked together to pass a 

two-year moratorium on drone use by any-
one other than the military, the economic 
temptation of aerospace jobs and an FAA 
test site convinced the legislature and the 
governor to all but gut the moratorium in a 
special session.
	 “Not only would future job prospects 
dim, but current businesses and those they 
employ would be at risk,” warned Peter 
Bale, chairman of the AUVSI, in a letter to 
Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell, a Republican. 
	 “More than 50 companies that manu-
facture UAVs have a footprint in Virginia. 
A moratorium would create an unfriendly 
environment for these companies, which as 
a result might look to take their business, as 
well as jobs, elsewhere.”
	 In response, McDonnell added exemp-
tions to the moratorium for researchers and 
companies to test drones, so long as they are 
not armed or used for surveillance.
	 Virginia and New Jersey are teaming up 
to apply for a joint drone test site, compet-
ing against 22 other states vying for one of 
the spots.
	 Republican Gov. Paul LePage of Maine 
also refused to sign a bill limiting drone use. 
“This bill will harm any opportunity Maine 
has to create new jobs in the aerospace in-
dustry,” LePage wrote after vetoing a bill 
limiting law enforcement use of drones. 
“It is the wrong message to send if we want 
these jobs.”
	 Instead, LePage directed the state De-
partment of Public Safety to create guide-
lines for law enforcement use of drones.
	 A model drone policy from the Aero-
space States Association, the Council of 
State Governments and the National Con-
ference of State Legislatures urges states to 
require a warrant for drone surveillance of 
an individual; prohibit the re-use of video or 
photos collected by a drone for other inves-
tigations; and ban weapons from domestic 
drones.
	 Stateline is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
news service of the Pew Charitable Trusts 
that provides daily reporting and analysis on 
trends in state policy.
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Monday
Cullman Kiwanis Club
The Cullman Kiwanis Club invites all local 
men and women who are interested in taking 
part in community service along with great 
fellowship, fun, networking, and learning to at-
tend their weekly luncheon meeting at 12 noon 
each Monday in the All Steak’s third floor ban-
quet room. Come see what Kiwanis is all about 
and enjoy a great luncheon meal as well.

Domestic Violence Survivor Support 
Group
Victim Services of Cullman sponsors a Domes-
tic Violence Survivor Support Group meeting 
every Monday evening from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
in the old County Board of Education Building 
with childcare available. For additional infor-
mation please call 256-775-2600. CRISIS HO-
TLINE - 256-734-6100.

Overeaters Anonymous Gather at Grace 
Episcopal
Members of Overeaters Anonymous meet 
every Monday, at 9:30 a.m. at Grace Episco-
pal Church in the Carriage House located 
on Church premises. Further information is 
available at 256-747-6218 or 256-352-1143. Ev-
eryone is invited to attend these gatherings.

GED Classes at Desperation Church
GED learning classes are held each Mon-
day night from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Des-
peration Church. For additional information 
please contact Ed Oaks at 256-737-9564 or 
256-735-6811. These classes are open to the 
public and everyone who wants to obtain their 
GED is welcome to participate.

Cornerstone Revival Ladies Prayer Meet-
ing
A Ladies Prayer meeting is conducted each 
Monday night at 7 p.m. at Cornerstone Revival 
Center. For additional information call 256-
796-2899. All interested women are invited to 
attend.

Aqua Zumba Classes at CWAC
Everyone is invited to take part in the Aqua 
Zumba classes that are offered each Monday at 
Cullman Wellness & Aquatic Center beginning 
at 7 p.m. in the center’s indoor pool. Please call 
256-775-7946 for additional information!

Tuesday
Beginner Line Dance Lessons
Beginner Line Dance Lessons for 6 weeks each 
Tuesday night starting October 15 at 6:30 p.m. 
These lessons will take place in the basement 
of the Col. Cullmann Museum. $5.00 per les-
son per person, with Patricia Quick as instruc-
tor. Open for all.

Cullman Caring for Kids in Need of Dona-
tions 
If you are able to contribute to Cullman Coun-
ty’s Community Food Band, the ‘Caring for 
Kids’ organization, they would be grateful. 
Non-perishable food items are needed, and of 
course cash enables them to purchase needed 
products to fill their empty shelves. Please call 
256-739-1111 to see how to help or mail checks 
or money orders to Cullman Caring for Kids, 
P. O. Box 698, Cullman, Alabama 35056-0698. 
Thanks in advance for anything you can do.

Knifty Knitters Weekly Meeting
Members of the Cullman Knifty Knitters 
group meet each Tuesday afternoon at 3 p.m. 
in the Cullman County Library. Everyone is 
invited to come learn how to knit yarn and 
needles are free. This group is open to all ages, 
both accomplished knitters and those wish-
ing to learn the art form. Crocheters also are 
invited to take part in these weekly meetings. 
Please call Lesia for more info 256-734-2720, 
ext. 23.

Emotions Anonymous Support Group 
Meeting
An Emotions Anonymous Support Group 
meets each Tuesday at noon at Grace Episco-
pal Church Carriage House. Those interested 
are invited to attend these group sessions. 

Further information is available through the 
Group Director’s office at 256-734-3605 or 
256-796-8440.

Ladies’ Auxiliary VFW Dance at Post 2214
The Ladies’ Auxiliary of VFW Post 2214 invites 
the community to their weekly Tuesday night 
dances at the VFW Post building. The country 
line dance starts at 7 p.m. each Tuesday night, 
with admission only $5.00 per person. Conces-
sions are available and all proceeds benefit the 
Auxiliary’s local projects.

Wednesday
‘Wii Bowling’ at the Donald E. Green Se-
nior Center
The entertainment for senior citizens is ‘Wii 
Bowling’ at the Donald E. Green Senior Cen-
ter starting at 1 p.m. Everyone is invited. Come 
enjoy some exercise (but not too physical!) 
and fellowship with friends. They bowl every 
Wednesday and Friday afternoons at 1 p.m. 

Latter Day Saints Genealogy Library
The Genealogy Library at the Latter Day 
Saints (L.D.S.) Church is open to the public 
each Wednesday night from 7 p.m. until 8:30 
p.m. Don Jones is available to open the Library 
at other times, if needed, so please contact him 
at 256-784-5098. 

Girls & Boys Club at Spirit Life
Spirit Life Church will host a Girls & Boys Club 
meeting for those 12 and under every Wednes-
day beginning at 7 p.m. at the church. All are 
welcome. Please call the church for further 
info 256-739-3326.

Aqua Zumba Classes at CWAC
Everyone is invited to take part in the Aqua 
Zumba classes, which are offered each 
Wednesday at Cullman Wellness & Aquatic 
Center beginning at 7 p.m. in the center’s in-
door pool. Please call 256-775-7946 for addi-
tional information!

Thursday
Chamber for Children
Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce is spon-
soring their ‘Chamber for Children’ collection 
of new, unwrapped items such as toys, clothing 
and general needs with all donations going to 
Cullman area families in need. Play ‘Santa’ this 
year and help those less fortunate. Deadline is 
December 12. 

American Legion Post 4 Meeting 
All members of American Legion Post 4 are 
reminded of their monthly meeting (second 
Thursday of each month) which starts at 6 p.m. 
with dinner followed by the 7 p.m. meeting ses-
sion. Veterans gather at the VFW building for 
this event. Please invite veterans who do not 
already belong to this organization. 

New Vision Support Group
There is a New Vision Support Group which 
will meet at 10 a.m. and everyone interested in 
this subject is welcome to attend. The program 
is at Hilltop Community Center. Additional 
information is available by calling Linda Estes, 
256-739-4653.

Friday
‘Wii Bowling’ at the Donald E. Green Se-
nior Center
The entertainment for senior citizens is ‘Wii 
Bowling’ at the Donald E. Green Senior Cen-
ter starting at 1 p.m. Everyone is invited. Come 
enjoy some exercise (but not too physical!) 
and fellowship with friends. They bowl every 
Wednesday and Friday afternoons at 1 p.m. 

Retiree & Senior Citizens Christmas Party
Cullman County Commission on Aging once 
again is sponsoring its annual Retiree & Senior 
Citizens Christmas Party. This event starts at 
9 a.m. and concludes following lunch. This is 
a free event and will take place at Cullman’s 
McGukin Civic Center. This holiday offering 
features music, educational booths, exhibits, 
speakers and giveaways, including the newly 
printed Senior Guide magazine. So come enjoy 

the holiday spirit with all your friends and pick 
up your new Senior Resource Guide available 
for the first time to the local public. For further 
information please call 256-734-1241.

2013 Cullman County Sheriff ’s Office Jim-
my Arrington Memorial Rodeo
The annual 2013 Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office Jimmy Arrington Memorial Rodeo will 
take place this weekend at the Cullman Ag 
Center on Highway 31 N. Gates open at 5:30 
p.m. both nights. Advance tickets are available 
at Jack’s Western Wear (their new location in 
Good Hope), Traditions Bank and at the Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Department. For addi-
tional information please call 256-734-0342. 
This is great family entertainment so y’all 
come.

Friday Night Dance at the VFW
Cullman’s VFW Post 2214 invites everyone to 
come to their weekly Friday night dances at the 
VFW Hall from 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. The cost is 
$5.00 per person and music by the Golden Old-
ies and Country with the Midnight Highway 
Band will be filling the air. Funds raised go 
toward the building rental. Get your dancing 
shoes on and come out for a great evening of 
fun and entertainment tonight.

Saturday
Festhalle Farmers’ Market
The Festhalle Farmers’ Market is once again 
open for business on Saturdays through the 
spring and summer, from 8 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Come visit your local farmers as they offer 
their homegrown produce for your dinner 
table.

2013 Cullman County Sheriff ’s Office Jim-
my Arrington Memorial Rodeo
The annual 2013 Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office Jimmy Arrington Memorial Rodeo will 
take place this weekend at the Cullman Ag 
Center on Highway 31 N. Gates open at 5:30 
p.m. both nights. Advance tickets are available 
at Jack’s Western Wear (their new location in 
Good Hope), Traditions Bank and at the Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Department. For addi-
tional information please call 256-734-0342. 
This is great family entertainment so y’all 
come.

Cullman Golf Course’s ‘Two-Man Tourna-
ment’
Cullman Golf Course’s ‘Two-Man Tourna-
ment’ will start at 10 a.m. and consist of 6 
holes of best ball, 6 holes of scramble play and 
6 holes of shamble play. Cost to join this event 
is $55.00 for each player. This money cov-
ers green fee, cart fee, prizes, hole prizes and 
lunch. Call the golf shop at 256-739-2386 for 
more information. Come enjoy a great morn-
ing of golfing with your friends.

Christmas Festival & Outdoor Market
Come ready to play, shop, eat and celebrate 
the wonders of the Christmas season. Free 
admission, so come shop with more than 
30 vendors at our outdoor “Dinckelburg 
Market.” Have fun with the family in our 
“Candy Cane Lane Kids’ Carnival” area. 
Enjoy the sights and sounds of Christmas 
in our stage area with entertainment for ev-
eryone. Featured musical guests will be the 
Wallace State Singers, CHS Jazz Band and 
Drama Team, St. John’s Praise Band, Shir-
ley’s Dancers and more. Come rain or shine 
for this spectacular event. No admission 
charge. Invite your family and friends to be 
a part of fun with us from 1-6 p.m. We are 
located at 512 2nd Avenue, SE Cullman, Al-
abama. This event presented by St. John’s 
Evangelical Protestant Church and Christ 
Lutheran Church in downtown Cullman. 
Santa will be waiting to see you.

Town of Baileyton’s Christmas party at 
the Baileyton Senior Center
Everyone is invited to attend the Town of 
Baileyton’s Christmas party at the Bailey-
ton Senior Center tonight from 5 p.m. until 
8 p.m. Free food and drinks, bags of candy, 
Santa (at 5:30 p.m.) and loads of fun for all. 

Each child will receive a free photo of them-
selves with Santa as a keepsake.

VFW Saturday Night Dance
The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 
2214 invites everyone to their weekly Satur-
day night dances which begin at 7 p.m. and 
last until 10 p.m. The Boogie Night Band pro-
vides music on Saturday nights. Entrance fee 
is $5.00 for each individual. Come on out and 
bring your dancing shoes and enjoy an evening 
of great music, fun, and fellowship!

Next Monday
Cullman Kiwanis Club
The Cullman Kiwanis Club invites all local 
men and women who are interested in taking 
part in community service along with great 
fellowship, fun, networking, and learning to at-
tend their weekly luncheon meeting at 12 noon 
each Monday in the All Steak’s third floor ban-
quet room. Come see what Kiwanis is all about 
and enjoy a great luncheon meal as well.

Domestic Violence Survivor Support 
Group
Victim Services of Cullman sponsors a Domes-
tic Violence Survivor Support Group meeting 
every Monday evening from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
in the old County Board of Education Building 
with childcare available. For additional infor-
mation please call 256-775-2600. CRISIS HO-
TLINE - 256-734-6100.

Overeaters Anonymous Gather at Grace 
Episcopal
Members of Overeaters Anonymous meet 
every Monday, at 9:30 a.m. at Grace Episco-
pal Church in the Carriage House located 
on Church premises. Further information is 
available at 256-747-6218 or 256-352-1143. Ev-
eryone is invited to attend these gatherings.

GED Classes at Desperation Church
GED learning classes are held each Mon-
day night from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Des-
peration Church. For additional information 
please contact Ed Oaks at 256-737-9564 or 
256-735-6811. These classes are open to the 
public and everyone who wants to obtain their 
GED is welcome to participate.

Cornerstone Revival Ladies Prayer Meet-
ing
A Ladies Prayer meeting is conducted each 
Monday night at 7 p.m. at Cornerstone Revival 
Center. For additional information call 256-
796-2899. All interested women are invited to 
attend.

Aqua Zumba Classes at CWAC
Everyone is invited to take part in the Aqua 
Zumba classes that are offered each Monday at 
Cullman Wellness & Aquatic Center beginning 
at 7 p.m. in the center’s indoor pool. Please call 
256-775-7946 for additional information!
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Publisher:
Noah Chandler

Sports
Josh McBrayer

Entertainment
Dillon Lee

Jackson Hogan

Cartoonist
Anthony Saint

Phone
256-297-1847

Tips: news@
cullmansense.

com

Editor:
Dustin Isom

Address: 
101 1st Ave 
NE, STE 230
Cullman, AL 

35055

Visit 
thecullmanpaper.
com for our full 
digital archives. 

E-mail issues@
cullmansense.
com to order 
printed back 

issues.



9
December 9, 2013

– Community Matters –
To tip or not to 
tip: that is the 
holiday question
(BPT) - When the holiday season 
arrives, so too does the enigma 
of holiday tipping. What’s sup-
posed to be a sign of gratitude for 
great service, can quickly turn 
into stress as you try to decide if 
and how much you should tip the 
handyman, mail carrier, babysit-
ter, and many more.
	 Lizzie Post, co-author of “Em-
ily Post’s Etiquette, 18th edition” 
and great-great-granddaughter of 
Emily Post, knows the finer points 
of tipping during the holiday sea-
son, including who to tip, how 
much to tip and how to stay on 
budget doing so. Post has teamed 
with up Bank of America, and here 
are some of her suggestions:
	 Make a list - The key to holiday 
tipping is to plan ahead so nobody 
gets overlooked. A tip is appropri-
ate for people who have provided 
their services throughout the year, 
like your dog walker, housekeeper, 
personal trainer, hairstylist, door-
man, and trash collector. Don’t 
forget to think of the entire family 
in the process, as well - it’s always 
good to recognize babysitters, day 
care providers and nannies.
	 Scale appropriately - The gen-
eral rule of thumb for holiday 
tipping is up to the cost of one 
instance of service. However, this 
does not ring true for everyone on 

your list. Individuals who provide 
service on a more regular basis, 
such as an au pair or housekeeper, 
may require additional recogni-
tion, such as one week’s pay. Some 
people who may appreciate a gift, 
but most likely cannot accept 
cash, include your child’s teacher, 
health care professionals, and 
government employees, like your 
mail carrier. By making gift pur-
chases for these individuals with 
a rewards card, such as BankA-
mericard Cash Rewards(TM) card, 
you can earn cash back on every 
purchase, so when the holidays 
conclude, you have extra money in 
your pocket.
	 Leverage technology - The holi-
day season is a hectic time of year 
for many people, so leverage tech-
nology to make life easier. Using 
easy-to-use tools, such as Bank of 
America’s mobile application, you 
can stay on top of account balances 
for gift giving and set up alerts to 
get balance notifications.
	 And, with advances in mo-
bile technology, gifting money is 
easier and more convenient than 
ever. For instance, using Bank of 
America’s online or mobile bank-
ing you can send money to another 
person using only their email ad-
dress or mobile phone number, 
saving time, energy, and effort. 

Prefer to send a check? No prob-
lem. Customers can simply access 
Bank of America’s mobile banking 
app on their smartphone or tablet 
to securely deposit checks on their 
schedule.
	 Express gratitude - It’s impor-
tant to remember that above all 
else, holiday tipping is really holi-
day thanking, extending a courte-
ous gesture as a result of service 
throughout the year.
	 No matter how much or what 
you decide to give, it’s always im-
portant to offer your thanks with a 
hand-written note or holiday card.  
After all, it’s the thought and senti-
ment behind the gesture that mat-
ters most, not the gift itself.

Consider these holiday tipping 
guidelines from Post:
•	 Barber/hairstylist - cost of one 

salon visit or a gift
•	 Babysitter - one evening ’s pay 

and a small gift

•	 Handyman - $15 to $40
•	 Au pair or live-in nanny - one 

week’s pay and a gift from 
your child(ren)

•	 Garage attendants - $10 to $30 
or a small gift

•	 Day care provider - $25 to $70 
for each staff member or a gift

•	 Personal trainer - up to the cost 
of one session or a gift

•	 Dog walker - up to one week’s 
pay or a gift

•	 Housekeeper/cleaner - up to 
the amount of one week’s pay 
and/or a small gift

•	 Personal caregiver - between 
one week to one month’s sal-
ary or a gift

•	 Doorman - $15 to $80 cash or a 
gift

•	 Trash/recycling collectors - 
$10 to $30 each

•	 Pet groomer - up to the cost of 
one session or a gift 

•	 Yard/garden worker - $20 to 
$50 cash or a gift

What’s on Deck  
at 

Parks and Rec…. 
 

www.cullmanrecreation.org 
256-734-9157 

 Christmas Arts & Crafts Show: The annual 
Christmas Arts & Crafts Show will be held at the 
Cullman Civic Center on Dec. 6-7 from 9am-9pm 
on Friday and from 9am-5pm on Saturday.       
Admission is free to enter, and over 70 vendors 
with homemade items will be present. Call 256-
734-9157 for details.  

 FREE Phone Calls from Santa Program: Sign 
your child up to receive their FREE phone call 
from Santa. Sign-ups begin on Dec. 2nd on a    
limited, first come-first serve basis. Your child 
will receive their phone call from Santa on     
Monday, Dec. 23 at your requested time. Be sure 
you are at home and do not miss out on your call! 
Call the Civic Center at 256-734-9157 for details. 

 CWAC Thanksgiving Hours: The Cullman 
Wellness & Aquatic Center will be closed on 
Thursday, November 28, 2013 for Thanksgiving. 
The center will be open from 7am-5pm on Friday, 
November 29, 2013.  

 Ballroom Dance Classes: Ballroom dance classes 
will be held weekly at the Cullman Civic Center 
on Thursday nights with beginners at 6:30pm and 
advanced class at 7:30pm under instructor Mack 
Wilson. Cost is $10 per person per class. Call the 
Cullman Civic Center for details at 256-734-9157.  

 Zumba Classes: Held at the Civic Center Mon., 
Wed., and Thurs. 5:30-6:30pm. $40 for 10 classes 
or $6 per class with instructor Monica Kugler.  

 Nia Dance & Ageless Grace Fitness Classes:     
Includes yoga stretching, anti-aging tips, and more 
with instructor Ann Caretti. Nia class is held   
Tuesdays at 10:00am at the civic center, and   
Ageless Grace is held on Thursdays at 5:30pm.  

 Card Making Class: A card making class will be 
held at the Cullman Civic Center on Wednesday, 
November 20 from 10am-2pm. Cost is $15 per 
class with instructor Shirley Ross. Call the Civic 
Center for details at 256-734-9157.  

 Oil Painting and Acrylic Classes: Classes are 
held Mondays from 6:30-9:30pm at the Cullman 
Art Guild with instructor Delancey Gardner. Class 
is $20 per month, call 256-734-9157 for details. 

 Yoga Classes: Stay fit and relax with yoga held at 
the Civic Center every  Tuesday night at 6:00pm 
with Fabian Holland. Six classes for $40 or $30 
for seniors.   

Have you enrolled 

in Obamacare?

Poll

Have you finished your 
Christmas shopping?

Vote Today at 
CullmanSense.com/Poll

This Week’s Poll

Contrib. by Cullman County MuseumArnold Peindhardt - Ponder Ratliff building

Share your historic photos with us!

E-mail history@cullmansense.comof History
Reflections

December 9th
•	 1907 – First Christmas Seals sold in 

Wilmington, Delaware post office
•	 1963 – Frank Sinatra, Jr. is kidnapped
December 10th
•	 1986 – Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel 

accepts 1986 Nobel Peace Prize
December 11th
•	 1906 – U.S. president Roosevelt attacks 

abuses in the Congo
December 12th
•	 1787 – Pennsylvania becomes second 

state to ratify U.S. constitution
December 13th
•	 1843 – “A Christmas Carol” by Charles 

Dickens published, 6,000 copies sold
December 14th
•	 1995 – AIDS patient Jeff Getty receives 

baboon bone marrow transplant
December 15th
•	 1961 – Adolf Eichmann convicted of 

crimes against humanity in Israel

This Week in History
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– Entertainment – 
Comics
WHITE & BLACK • st.edo@cullmansense.com

Chamber for Chari-
ties recently held 
their Second An-
nual Art After 

Hours event on December 5 
from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. at the 
Chamber. The event allows 
local artists to showcase their 
artwork and garner dona-
tions through a silent auction. 
The artists whose pieces were 
honored in the show had the 
choice to either donate all or 
half of their proceeds to the 
Cullman Caring for Kids Food 
Bank. The event had a great 
turnout with lots of local pro-
fessionals coming out to sup-
port the arts, enjoy heavy hors 
d’oeuvres, live music, and net-
working, all in one place. The 
cost for Chamber members 
was $15 and $20 for future 
members. 
	 Jackie Moore, director of 
Business & Workforce Devel-
opment at the Chamber, said 
she enjoyed the event. 
	 “I think it’s been a great 
turnout. A lot of the artists 
have been able to come out. 
Everyone seems to be having a 
great time,” Moore said. 

	 Art After Hours is in its 
second year and is getting big-
ger each time. The art on dis-
play was certainly not average. 
From intricate paintings and 
smaller creations to mixed 
media pieces and beautiful 
woodworks, there was some-
thing for everyone.
	 Artist Adrian Scott had two 
larger, intricate pieces of art in 
the show. His pieces provoked 
thought and awe among guests 
as they attempted to decipher 
and understand the art’s mes-
sage. 
	 One of Scott’s creations 
was a yellow-orange bus out-
fitted with bold yellow num-
bers all over its body, with 
the banner “United Fates of 
America” running along its 
side. Scott explained that the 
bus was a great symbol for the 
role of education, picking up 
our student clients and mov-
ing them to a brighter future. 
	 “The Totemic Bus art is a 
symbol or a metaphor for the 
hope of education, to be able 
to help as many people as 
possible. The bus is a double-
decker to increase capacity as 
well,” Scott said. 

	 Another of Scott’s versatile 
works of art featured a swirl of 
green, yellow, blue, and red, 
with the figure of a deer whose 
head was rendered as a shop-
ping cart. The piece was made 
out of painted food packag-
ing to relay its message. It’s a 
dynamic work of art that not 
only captures your interest, 
but also your curiosity, Scott 
also examined the reason be-
hind his piece called “Eyes 
Seek, Eyes Hunt, Eyes Gath-
er.”
	 “The piece is about when 
humans used to be hunters 
and gatherers and how we 
are today. It shows the idea of 
how we hunt in society. The 
creature is a combination of a 
shopping cart and a deer – one 
is how we shop and eat and the 
other is what we hunt,” Scott 
said.  “The ideas are still the 
same today, capturing that 
competitive nature of people. 
We used to forage for nuts and 
berries and track small game, 
now we track sales and root 
through Wal-Mart. It’s all the 
same.” 
	 Art After Hours featured 
pieces from many local art-

ists: Laura Walker and Pam 
Willingham with Shop Around 
the Corner; Charlotte Heath-
erly; Marion Frey with the 
Cullman Art Guild; Cindy 
Phillips; Southern Accents; 
Rebecca Branch with the Pilot 
Club; Clifford Messer; Jen-
nifer Prybyla; Adrian Scott 
with Wallace State Commu-
nity College; Emily Siek; Jus-
tin Shubert; Stacie and Steve 
Carter with 3rd Street Prom-
enade; Leldon Maxcy; Jessica 
Peeples; Donald Walker; S.A. 
(Mandy) Phillips; Teresa Dan-
iel with Vintage West; and De-
onne Ludwig with the Cham-
ber.  
	 “I think people underes-
timate what art can bring to 
a community. The commerce 
that comes as a result of the 
art benefits the community, 
but it is also an experience,” 
President Leah Bolin of the 
Cullman Area Chamber of 
Commerce said. “We are try-
ing to promote events through 
our partnership with the Cull-
man Art Guild to help make 
locals aware of the importance 
of these events and art as a 
whole.”

Art After Hours Country Time of Year
Colt Ford added to RTS 2014 lineup 

The long-awaited 
progressive Christ-
mas play brought 
to you by CHS 

Choir Director Joshua Agnew 
and CHS Theatre Director and 
Writer Dillon Lee was an enjoy-
able performance. The talented 
young crew at Cullman High 
School kept everyone engaged 
and entertained throughout the 
entire play. 
	 The play called “The True 
Story of Kris Kringle” had 
people waiting over an hour to 
catch the limited performanc-
es. The play had two marked 
show times but was also crowd 
dependent. Other groups 
were brought in to “progress” 
through the play even after the 
defined time. So long as the 
crowd was steady, the actors 
were performing.
	 Clever fliers were distrib-
uted for the event, with sev-
eral bearing Wanted signs. One 
of which read - Wanted: Kris 
Kringle, The Terrible Toymak-
er. These handy signs certainly 
stirred up curiosity and inter-
est, enough so that despite the 
wintry weather, the turnout 
was still a success. 
	 “It’s been surprisingly good 
given the weather and the turn-
out for the other events. Some 
of the events were cancelled. 
We had a solid 20-30 person 
group moving through every 

10 minutes up until about 7:15 
p.m. And we are still getting 
people coming in,” Lee said. 
	 The weather didn’t seem to 
be quite a hindrance consider-
ing the events took place inside 
Desperation Church. The play 
itself, as well as a silent auction, 
kept everyone busy until the 
next show time. 
	 Agnew agreed with Lee, stat-
ing, “Well, honestly judging by 
the weather, I don’t think we 
could have asked for better. 
We had the choir out soliciting 
for us, driving traffic down this 
way.”
	 The play was originally sup-
posed to take place at Depot 
Park, but the weather changed 
that plan. Luckily, Desperation 
Church stepped in and gave 
them a place to perform. Of 
course, with a change of venue 
came some necessary changes 
to the play itself.
	 “As far as the play coming 
together technically and with 
a complete change of venue, we 
had to make some changes. We 
were lucky enough and cannot 
stress enough how kind Des-
peration Church was to give us 
use of their facilities. They did 
let us set up early, but we did 
had to completely reformulate 
how we were doing things,” Lee 
said. Agnew added, “We recon-
figured how everything was go-
ing to go in a day.” The duo said 
this was due to many factors.  

They explained that when you 
have half a park to work with 
versus one large auditorium, 
the logistics of how to set up a 
scene are going to be complete-
ly different because of scene 
overlap.
	 And as far as getting dis-
tracted as you literally moved 
throughout the play, that 
wasn’t necessarily a concern for 
Lee and Agnew. 
	 “Really after that first scene 
you are locked in, you are really 
focusing on the scene you are 
watching, not what’s going on 
around you,” Lee said.
	 Crowds of people ventured 
through the wondrous settings 
and listened to the entertaining 
tale, which only took around 20 
minutes to tell.
	 Each scene lit up and came 
to life with actors as patrons 
progressed through the play. “I 
thought it was very authentic. 
It was really good,” Hanna Mc-
Cravy said, who came with her 
mother, Tonya, to watch the 
play.
	 The mother and daughter 
said the play was very enjoyable 
and that they had a full night of 
activities that they had been to. 
“The weather hasn’t stopped us 
from doing anything. I appreci-
ate that [Desperation Church] 
opened their doors for the kids 
to come and do their thing here. 
It made it much nicer,” Tonya 
McCravy said.

WANTED: Kris Kringle, 
The Terrible Toymaker

By: Natalie Bonner

By: Natalie Bonner

CULLMAN – Keeping in line 
with the southern sounds 
of country music, Rock the 
South promoters announced 
Colt Ford will take the stage in 
June as part of the 2014 list of 
artists. 
	 “Colt is not only one of the 
top song writers in country 
music he’s also one of the best 
entertainers. RTS is pleased to 
add him to the 2014 line up,” 
Shane Quick, organizer, said. 
“We know thousands of fans 
will be very happy about this 
announcement as well.”
	 RTS tickets will officially 

go on sale beginning at 10 a.m. 
Friday, December 13.
	 “The tickets are going to 
go quick, so you need to get 
online early to make sure you 
get the tickets you’d want,” he 
said.
	 The sections will be split 
into Platinum, VIP, and Gen-
eral Admission – with pricing 
increasing with the higher lev-
el of ticket selection. 
	 For more on Rock The 
South 2014, visit the music 
festival’s Facebook page 
located at facebook.com/
RockTheSouth.

By: Noah Chandler • noahchandler@cullmansense.com
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Congressional budget ne-
gotiators are moving 
to meet a December 13 
deadline to produce, well, 

something. For weeks, we’ve been told 
to keep expectations low. There’ll be 
no “grand bargain,” negotiators say. 
Commentators believe that even the 
narrowest agreement will be a signal 
achievement. So here’s my question: 
Doesn’t that seem like an awfully low 
bar to you?
	 Yes, I know. The atmosphere on 
Capitol Hill is poisonous. The two 
parties — even the various factions 
within the parties — can barely stand 
to be in a room with each other. Ex-
pecting a sizable budget accomplish-
ment from Congress right now is like 
expecting water from a rock. It would 
take a miracle.
	 Yet there are consequences to not 
producing an agreement capable of 
clarifying fiscal affairs. Right now, 
government agencies cannot plan 
ahead; they can’t consider long-term 
projects; they have trouble with staff-
ing; they can’t set priorities; they’re 
forced to fund programs that have 
outlived their usefulness and cannot 
fund programs they know are neces-
sary. And that’s just the federal bu-
reaucracy. 
	 Things are not wholly bleak. Re-
publican Paul Ryan of Wisconsin, the 
lead House negotiator, and Demo-
crat Patty Murray of Washington, 
who heads up the Senate team, have 
been working at least to address the 
sequester. As you’ll recall, this is the 
draconian set of across-the-board 
budget cuts put in place in 2011. At 
first, many agencies were able to de-
fer maintenance, spend money they’d 
squirreled away, and cut staff by at-
trition. This next year will be much 
tougher: agencies are out of easy op-
tions, and defense spending faces an 
immense, $21 billion cut. That will be 
felt in every congressional district in 

the country. Not surprisingly, 
pressure is coming from both 
sides of the aisle to ease the im-
pact.
	 The sequester is a cleaver, 
cutting good and bad govern-
ment spending without rhyme 
or reason. If congressional ne-
gotiators can take a smarter ap-
proach, that’s all to the good.
	 But if they’re going to do that, 
shouldn’t they address the real 
problems? The country needs 
gradual deficit reduction that 
avoids disrupting the economy 
or harming the vulnerable. It 
needs reforms to Social Security 
and Medicare that will put them 
on a solid footing for decades to 
come.
	 These are daunting chal-
lenges, but Congress’s toolbox 
is hardly empty. It could limit 
itemized tax deductions, in-
crease Medicare premiums for 
the well-to-do, place caps on 
spending, shave federal employ-
ee benefits to bring them in line 
with the private sector, increase 
government fees, sell public as-
sets, increase the Social Security 
contributions of higher-income 
earners.... There are literally scores 
of possibilities, none of them easy, 
but all of them offering adroit negoti-
ators the chance to craft a long-term 
solution to problems that have beset 
Capitol Hill for years and held eco-
nomic growth far below its potential.
	 By addressing these issues head 
on, Congress could move beyond 
the political machinations that have 
deeply frustrated so many Ameri-
cans, and play a constructive role in 
the economy: promoting growth by 
investment in infrastructure and ba-
sic research, providing incentives for 
entrepreneurship and job creation. It 
could create a responsible framework 
for reducing spending as the economy 
grows. It could reform a tax code that 

everyone agrees is broken.
	 At some point, Congress will have 
to put the federal budget on “a sus-
tainable path for the long term,” in 
the words of the CBO. So long as it 
does not, the economic consequences 
hurt everyone. Congressional leaders 
seem blissfully unconcerned about 
this and aim only for low-hanging 
fruit, but Americans know that Con-
gress can and should do better, and 
are rightly tired of careening from 
crisis to crisis.
	 As members of Congress continue 
to make politically attractive sugges-
tions that don’t come close to achiev-
ing a lasting solution, let’s urge them 
to get real. It’s time for Congress to go 
big.

– Voice –

Why Can’t Congress 
Aim Higher?

By: Lee H. Hamilton

‘Best military in the 
World’ – Yeah, Right

In response to regular reports 
of atrocities by US soldiers, 
drone controllers, pilots, 
and interrogators, the White 

House routinely tries to help. Ev-
ery president promises to honor our 
armed forces and says ours is the fin-
est military of all, etc. At last year’s 
Veterans’ Day ceremony, president 
fill-in-the-blank boasted, “America is 
and always will be the greatest nation 
on Earth.” This Nov. 11th, Mr. Obama 
said that since 9/11 the US is “defin-
ing one of the greatest generations 
of military service this country has 
ever produced,” and, of course,“[W]e 
have the best-led, best-trained, best-
equipped military in the world.”
	 Really? On Veterans’ Day 2001, 
one headline blared: “American Sol-
dier is Convicted of Killing Afghan 
Civilians for Sport.” US aggression, 
occupation, torture of prisoners, 
massacres, drone attacks, offshore 
penal colonies, and sexual assaults 
against our own service members, 
take the luster from our official self-
image of ‘exceptionality.’
	 In a bold invitation, Human Rights 
Watch has called on 154 parties to the 
UN Convention on Torture to bring 
charges against US officials under ex-
plicit language in the treaty, ratified 
by the US in 1994. The treaty requires 
such action when reputable allega-
tions are not prosecuted by the ac-
cused governments, and ours doesn’t 
need any more evidence, just some of 
which may be found in these main-
stream US media stories: 

• “US Practiced Torture after 9/11, 
Nonpartisan Review Concludes” 
(Apr. 16, 2013)
• “Afghans Say an American Tortured 
Civilians” (May 13, 2013)
• “CIA Drones Kill Civilians in Paki-
stan” (Mar. 18, 2011)
• “GI Kills 16 Afghans, Including 9 
Children, in Attacks on Homes” (Mar. 

12, 2012)
• “Libya Effort is Called Violation of 
War Act” (May 26, 2011)
• “NATO and Afghan forces killed 310 
civilians over the same period, mostly 
from airstrikes, the UN reports” (Aug. 
3, 2009)
• “100,000 Iraqis killed since U.S. in-
vasion analysis says” (Oct. 29, 2004)
• “U.N. Chief Ignites Firestorm by 
Calling Iraq War ‘Illegal’” (Sep. 17, 
2004);
• “Iraq Says Blast in Baghdad Kills 
Dozens of Civilians: U.S. Blamed” 
(Mar. 29, 2003)
• “U.S. Presses for Total Exemption 
from War Crimes Court” (Oct. 9, 
2002)
• “Pentagon Says U.S. Airstrike Killed 
Women and Children” (Mar. 13, 2002)
• “Bombing Necessary Despite Toll 
on Civilians, U.S. Envoy Says” (Jan. 9, 
2002);
• “U.S. helicopters fire on women, 
children in Somalia” (Sep. 10, 1993)
• “US forces buried enemy forces 
alive” (Sep. 13, 1991)
• “200,000 died in Gulf War, and 
counting ” (May 30, 1991)

The Military’s Dirty War on Wom-
en
Atrocities against people of occupied 
or targeted countries aren’t the only 
ones accumulating. According to a 
July 2012 report by the Pentagon, 
over 25,000 sexual assaults occurred 
in fiscal year 2012, a 37 percent in-
crease from FY 2011. About “500 men 
and women were assaulted each week 
last year,” USA Today reported July 
25. See: “Reports of Military Sexual 
Assault Rise Sharply,” NY Times, 
Nov. 7; & “Sexual Assaults in Military 
Raise Alarm: 26,000 Cases Last Year,” 
May 7, 2013.
	 Throughout the Army, Navy, Air 
Force, and Marines, according to 
the Pentagon, 74 percent of females 
report one or more barriers to re-

porting sexual assault. In addition, 
62 percent of victims who reported 
sexual assault indicated they experi-
enced some form of retaliation. This 
is why, according to US Sen. Tammy 
Baldwin, D -Wisc., more than 85 per-
cent of all military sexual assaults 
go unreported. In fact, Sen. Bald-
win says, “overall rates of reporting 
dropped from 13.5 percent in 2011 to 
9.8 percent in 2012.”
	 In view of the staggering numbers, 
and to help end the cover-up and sup-
pression of sexual assault reporting, 
US Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D -NY, 
has proposed removing investigation 
and disposal of such allegations from 
the military chain of command and 
place these cases with military pros-
ecutors. Currently, commanders — 
superior to victims and perpetrators 
— decide whether or not to prosecute 
an accused G.I. Commanders even 
have the power to reduce or overturn 
a judge or jury’s conviction. 
	 Gillibrand’s Military Justice Im-
provement Act of 2013, S. 967, would 
give military prosecutors, instead 
of commanders, the independent 
authority to decide whether or not 
felony cases go to trial. The proposal 
has earned broad bipartisan support. 
It would reform the Code of Military 
Justice to make the system indepen-
dent at the felony level.
	 A related bill, the Military Sexual 
Assault Prevention Act — S. 548 — 
sponsored by Sen.s Amy Klobuchar, 
D -MN, and Lisa Murkowski, R-Alas-
ka, would prevent those convicted 
of sexual crimes from serving in the 
military, improve tracking and review 
of sexual assault claims in the mili-
tary, and help ensure victims have ac-
cess to criminal justice. Presidential 
speeches can’t permanently obscure 
our record of military outrages. Some 
Congressional reform could at least 
confront the ones committed against 
women in uniform.

John LaForge is a Co-director of Nukewatch, a nuclear watchdog and environmental 

justice group in Wisconsin, edits its quarterly newsletter, and writes for PeaceVoice.

By: John LaForge
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