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COMMUNITY MATTERS
DIRT THERAPY IS FUN FOR EVERYONE

» Children and adults alike slid around in mud-laden foot races, tug-of-wars, and

other activities as they enjoyed the day at Stony Lonesome OHV Park.

RIDE ACROSS U.S.A.

CONTRIBUTED

LONG DISTANCE CYCLISTS VISIT CUllMAN

Will Hogue

W|||@cu|\monsense.com

CULLMAN - Hope for the
Warriors is an organization
whose goal is to assist and
enhance the lives of post 9/11
servicemen, servicewomen,
and their families. There are
eight cyclists who are help-
ing this fantastic cause in a
unique and impressive way.
On June 8, 2014, Tracy Drap-
er and Ed Bennett, along with
their six other team members,
dipped their back wheels in

the Pacific Ocean in Malibu,
Calif. Their destination: the
Atlantic Ocean.

When Tracy Draper read
the statistic that 22 military
suicide
she
was shocked. But, more than
shocked, she was inspired.
She had now an idea, and that
idea was the product of two

veterans commit

each day in America,

things in her mind: her goal to
bike coast to coast across the
United States and help ser-

p19

vicemen, ser-

vicewomen, and

CONTRIBUTED

» Tracy Draper, along with her fellow team
members are riding across the country for
servicemen, servicewomen, and their families.

Natural Remedies: Local Master Iridologist and Herbalist
Discusses Alternatives for Common Summertime Hassles

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - The dog days of
summer are here and the chil-
dren are out of school. Wild ad-
ventures and sweet memories
are just waiting to be made. I
remember playing hide and
seek with the neighborhood
kids at Grandma and Grand-
pa’s house during summer va-
cation as a kid. At the end of

the day, atleast one of us would
either be sunburned, bug bit,
or sometimes even covered in
poison ivy. Bee stings were aw-
ful, especially when my Great
Grandma Hendrix was around.
With hot tears streaming down
my face as the happy little bee
flew away, Grandma would
slop a big ole handful of snuff
mixed with slobber into one of
her hands, then plop the goo
on top of the sting. I don’t re-

member the pain going away,
and I’ll never forget the awful
mess I was covered in.

There are all sorts of over-
the-counter medications for
the
mentioned above. For exam-

summertime dilemmas
ple, Solarcaine spray is pretty
standard for temporarily re-
lieving the painful sunburn,
and pink, sweet-smelling Cala-
mine lotion has dotted the legs
of itchy children covered in

poison ivy for years. But there
are older, lesser-known rem-
edies available that just might
be better for us than what we
may currently be using.
“There are several herbs
you can use for poison ivy and
poison oak, such as sassafras,”
said Robert N. Lang, master ir-
idologist, herbalist, and owner
of Huckleberry Lang in Cull-

p3

man. “You can

take it internally
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STONY
LONESOME
OHV PARK
HOSTS 2ND
ANNUAL DIRT
THERAPY DAY

Chelsea Sparks

chelsea@cullmansense.com

BREMEN - We all need a
little escape from the norm.
Everyone needs a way to cut
loose and let go of the stresses
of everyday life. For some, it
might be a relaxing game of
golf, while others may pre-
fer to go out on

the town, but at p] 9

National
Award Given
to Cullman
County
Volunteer
Firefighters

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - On Tuesday, the
MedicAlert Foundation and
Congressional Fire Services
Institute awarded Cullman
County’s Association of Vol-
unteer Fire Departments with
the Excellence in Fire Ser-
vice-Based EMS Award. The
award recognizes our Cullman
Volunteer Firefighters for
creating and implementing a
rigorous Emergency Medical
Responder (EMR) education
and licensing program, which
has resulted in an increased
number of Licensed EMTs
throughout the county.

There were many vol-
unteer firefighters who sat
proudly alongside their fami-
lies as the award was present-
ed to the group. The ceremony
was held in the Colonel Cull-
mann Room at Cullman Re-
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DUCK RIVER RESERVOIR CONSTRUCTION BEGINS AFTER 20 YEARS;
DAM TO MEET WATER NEEDS FOR 75-100 YEARS

Kate Mullaney
kate@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - The Duck River
Reservoir project will soon
begin construction after years
of planning. This soon to be
650-acre reservoir will meet
Cullman’s water needs for
the foreseeable future. Cull-
man Economic Development
Assistant Director and Duck
River Dam project represen-
tative Dale Greer provided in-
sight to the past, present, and
future of this time consuming
project.

“This project has been go-
ing on for 20 years,” he stated.
“It is a joint effort between all
of the water systems involved.
Every water system will get
water out of this new reser-
voir.”

This project ended up at
a total cost of $100 million.
That’s a pretty steep price, but
the benefits are even greater.

“It will meet our water
needs for the next 75-100
years,” said Greer, “and we
will totally control the source.
The entire drainage basin is
in our community. This puts
us in a really unique and very
good situation.”

The contractor for the
physical construction of the
dam is onsite.

“We’re using ASI Construc-
tors out of Colorado,” Greer
said. “They’re being priced for
Phase 2 at $51.8 million. About
300 feet in the center of the
structure will be roller com-
pacted concrete. Two wings
will be earth and rock fill.”

The majority of the mate-
rial used in the construction
of the 2,000-foot long, 135-feet
high dam will be from the site
itself.

“They’re also going to in-
stall a large conveyor system
that will move the bulk of that
material around on the site.”

Construction for the Duck
River Reservoir will be an
open construction site.

Greer and the construction
company urge people to stay
out of the area during con-

SUSAN ELLER/CEDA

» Though the Duck River Reservoir construction area is off limits for safety reasons, the public is welcome
to view the activies and construction from a designated overlook any time of the day.

struction.

“Particularly the east side
of the river, which is where
they’ll be staging their equip-
ment,” stated Greer.

“They’re going to fence
in that entrance so that they
can control the area because
they’re going to have blasting
and large equipment. We’ve
done one phase of the trail
around the reservoir and we’re
also asking that no one goes on
the trail from Tanner Bridge
south of 1651 for the next year
or so where they’re doing the
construction. It’s purely a
safety thing.”

Though Greer encourages
the public to stay away from
construction, he is confident
that this project will be con-
structed as safely as possible.

“All the typical safety pre-

cautions will be done before
the blasting begins. ASI knows
what they’re doing. They’ve

built hundreds of dams. It will
be very controlled.”

But if you’re interested in
following the construction of
this dam, you’re in luck.

“There’s an overlook on
the west side of the dam,” said
Greer. “If youre driving east
on 278 just before you cross
Duck River, turn left, drive
north, and the first real paved
road to the right leads to that
overlook. It’ll be open 24/7.
You’re able to see the activ-
ity and the construction of the
dam.”

Though it’s taken 20 years,
the Duck River Reservoir proj-
ect is finally underway. This
dam will provide Cullman
with drought resistance and
an extra water source, and of-
fer Cullman complete owner-
ship of the facilities and water
rights. Best of all, the Duck
River Reservoir will meet our

water needs for years to come.

SUSAN ELLER/CEDA

» Colorado based ASI Constructors readies their equipment
in preparation for the upcoming dam construction.

Corey Harbison is a lifelong Republican
and lifelong resident of Cullman County.
As the two-term mayor of Good Hape,
Corey knows what it takes to run
government with honesty, openness,
and transparency.

He wants to take those same Cullman
County values to the House of
Representatives, where they are sorely
needed.

Corey will fight for our values while
working to:

* Repeal Common Core

* Return education dollars back to
Cullman County

* Clean up government corruption
* Eliminate wasteful spending

* Reduce
government

the size and scope of

* Create jobs

JULY 5, 2014

Vote for a True
Conservative Republican

PAID FOR BY COREY HARBISON FOR HOUSE, 381 NORTH
MONTHCREST, CULLMAN, AL 35057

| will work and vote for the people of District 12,
not big money or Montgomery insiders. Please feel
free to call me and discuss any issues.

My number is 256-338-2605.
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BENTLEY MAKES APPOINTMENTS TO ALA. WORKFORCE COUNCIL

Kate Mullaney
kofe@cu“monsensecom

MONTGOMERY - On Tues-
day, Governor Robert Bentley
announced several appoint-
ments to the Alabama Work-
force Council to advise and
support members of the State
School Board, the Chancellor
of the Alabama Community
College System, college and
university presidents of Ala-
bama’s four year institutions,
and the Superintendent of
the Department of Education.
Those appointed to this coun-
cil will work on more closely
tailoring the state’s workforce
education programs to the
needs of existing and future
businesses and industries in
Alabama.

“There is nothing more
important to our state than
job creation, and having stu-
dents who are college and ca-
reer ready is one of the critical
components of economic de-
velopment,” Governor Robert
Bentley said.

“The Alabama Workforce
Council is a world-class rep-

resentation of many of the
state’s top business and in-
dustry leaders and will be
vitally important to building
and maintaining high-quality
partnerships between indus-
try, education, and workforce
training institutions. Prepar-
ing Alabama workers for high-
wage, high-demand jobs is our
number one priority.”

Governor Bentley an-
nounced almost 30 appoint-
ments to the Alabama Work-
force Council, including the
Cullman Economic Develop-
ment Center’s Dale Greer.

“It is truly an honor to be
appointed to the Alabama
Workforce Council, and I am
excited about the opportunity
to play arole in addressing the
workforce training needs in
our state,” said Greer. “I hope
to be able to add the perspec-
tive of the economic develop-
ment professionals - task with
recruiting new industry and
growing our existing indus-
tries- to the committee dis-
cussions.”

The Council was a recom-
mendation from the Gov-

ernor’s College and Career
Ready Task Force, which was
created in 2013 to improve
education and promote work-
force and economic develop-
ment.

In 2014, Senate Bill 217,
sponsored by Senator Paul
Bussman (R-Cullman),
ated the Alabama Workforce
Council.

The goal of the Council is
to ensure Alabama’s work-

cre-

force development programs
are meeting the most pressing
job needs of the state’s busi-
ness and industry.
The Workforce
will be responsible for review-

Council

ing and developing recom-
mendations associated with,
but not limited to the follow-
ing:

e Streamline and align the ex-
isting workforce development
functions of the State.

* Increase awareness and
educate students on available
opportunities in the various
industry sectors.

¢ Create a statistical feedback

Alabama Medicaid monthly enroliment

tops 1 million for first time

Contributed by
Medicaid

MONTGOMERY - Alabama
Medicaid’s

ment topped 1 million for

monthly enroll-

the first time in February
2014, boosted largely by the
federally-required transfer of
children from the state’s All
Kids program and changes
in how Medicaid eligibility is
determined. The milestone
increase also reflects the first
enrollment of individuals who
applied for coverage through
the federal “marketplace” un-
der the Affordable Care Act.
In a review of data from
the first five months of 2014,
Alabama Medicaid’s month-

ly enrollment increased
from 997,545 in January to
1,000,824 in February. That
number increased to 1,014,931
in March, 1,020,802 in April,
and 1,024,358 in May.

Much of the initial increase
- 93 percent - was due to the
addition of 23,653 children in
January who were required to
transfer to Medicaid from the
state’s Children’s Health In-
surance Program (CHIP). The
Affordable Care Act required
that children in families with
incomes under 133 percent of
the Federal Poverty Level to
transfer to Medicaid in Janu-
ary 2014.

As expected, the increased
enrollment was primarily seen

in the aid categories impacted
by recent federal changes in
the way income is calculated.
The state is now required to
use Modified Adjusted Gross
Income (MAGI) in determin-
ing eligibility for most non-
disabled children and adults.
Disabled recipients certified
by the Social Security Admin-
istration, as well as elderly and
disabled individuals certified
by Alabama Medicaid Agency,
do not use MAGI rules to de-
termine eligibility. The rise in
enrollment also includes all
Medicaid recipients, includ-
ing those who receive partial
or very limited benefits, such
as pregnancy-related or fam-
ily planning services only.

PK-3 THROUGH 6TH GRADE
OPEN ENROLLMENT

Christian education, economically priced, tuition assistance available, family
orientated, more intimate classroom settings, full technology and music labs,

yearly Science Fair, Journalism Classes.

ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN SCHOOL
510 Third Avenue, S.E. « Cullman, Alabama « 256-734-6580
E-mail: Info@stpaulscullman.com « www.stpaulscullman.com

Up-front fees are not refundable and are required for each student enrolled. The registration fee must be paid before a student can

be guaranteed a place on the school's roster. The balance of up-front fees is due by Aug. 1 of the school year.

loop between industry and
education.

¢ Propose funding opportuni-
ties to increase established
industry-funded and Educa-
tion Budget allocations to be
used as scholarship programs
for college technical educa-
tion and dual enrollment pro-
gramming.

¢ Enhance public relations
and marketing associated with

career readiness and skilled

craft trades.

¢ Develop a mechanism that
will ensure continuous em-
phasis on pre-kindergarten
through graduate education.

¢ Provide leadership and rec-
ommend standards for in-
creasing membership and
expanding operations of the
existing ten Regional Work-

force Development Councils.

 Identify and address critical
unmet needs such as specialty
skills in a specific region of the
state.

¢ Develop a methodology to
guide program decisions and
gauge the success of students
as they enter the workforce.

The first meeting of the Ala-
bama Workforce Council will
be July 21, 2014 in Montgom-
ery.

More Experience:
Better Results

Matt is a Highly Respected
and Experienced Leader.

Y DEA Task Force Agent whose team confiscated $45 million in
cash and street value drugs in the last three years.

v DEA Drug Unit Commanders Academy, 2009; one Alabama
officer is tapped annually for this specialized training.

+ Recognized by the Alabama Court System as an expert on
drug trafficking, distribution and manufacturing.

+ Taught more than 400 Drug Awareness Classes throughout
Alabama at schools, colleges, government agencies, law
enforcement departments, and manufacturing facilities.

Y Recognized for his outstanding dedication and sacrifice in the
field of Drug Enforcement by the Alabama Narcotics Officers
Association, 2006.

Y VFW Deputy of the Year for Excellence in Law Enforcement
and Military Service, 2007.

Y Director of CNET, Cullman Narcotics Enforcement Team.

Y Investigator, Cullman County District Attorney’s Office.

Y Patrol Officer and Sergeant for Cullman County Sheriff's

Department.

The Right Man at the Right Time!
Please Vote Tuesday, July 15th

K

N St MATT 7

GENTRY

* SHERIFF *

Honorable x Committed ¥ Experienced

Pd. Po. Adv. by Matt Gentry for Sheriff, P.O. Box 655, Cullman, AL 35056

ALL EYES ON YOUR BUSINESS

Contact us today to learn how CullmanSense can help your business grow. QTOW@CU"mﬂnsenseocom call today!

256-297-1847

Give us a
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Summer Archery Camps Show

You the Way of the Arrow

Chelsea Sparks

che|seo@cu\|monsense.com

CULLMAN - Summer is a
great time for children to get
out and learn new things.
Camps all across the coun-
try take place to offer kids a
unique experience that is fun
and educational. Cullman is
no exception, offering several
different types of day camps
to local kids throughout the

summer.

An archery camp is being
offered by Cullman Parks &
Recreation, in conjunction
with Robin Green, who will be
the instructor for the week-
long camp.

This fun and unique camp
will teach children all about
the world of archery and how
to practice this hobby safely.

Robin Green, instructor
and archery director for the
city of Cullman, said that the

camp includes many different

activities that will appeal to
every age participating.

“They’ll be doing a lot of
different things,” Green said.
“They will be shooting at dif-
ferent targets and 3D targets.
At my first camp, we shot at
water balloons, explored in
the woods, tie-dyed t-shirts,
and we also do a craft every
day.”

This is Green’s first year
teaching the camp after being
approached by Cullman Parks

& Recreation.

“This is my first year,” said
Green.

“I just became the Direc-
tor of Archery last year for
the city. I have been shooting
competitively for 10 years,
and I was approached last year
at the state tournament, and
they offered me the position
of Archery Director.”

This will be the second
camp offered this summer.
The earlier camp that took

| Believe That We Will . . . When?
The United States Soccer Team Eliminated By

Will Hogue

Local Correspondent

hey were supposed to

be dead a long time

ago. This wasn’t their
sport, this wasn’t their game,
but they refused to capitulate
and be what the world said
they were. The USMNT bul-
lied their way onto the world’s
stage and gave a valiant per-
formance. The keeper of their
fortress, the ultimate defend-
er of everything they aspired
to be, he, with a bald head and
a bearded chin, stared right at
death and snickered.

The USMNT were dead on
arrival; the world said so. But,
those weren’t zombies sprint-
ing around Brazilian soccer
fields with the U.S. crest on
their shirts.

Those were men who, al-
though bloodied,
weary and their muscles tight

bruised,

from the Amazonian humid-
ity, refused to die.

They were supposed to ar-
rive in Brazil in a hearse; in-
stead, they flew all around the
settle-

ment with vigor and passion.

onetime Portuguese

Every four years the FIFA
World Cup comes around, and
yes, the big cities - New York,
Kansas City, and Chicago - go
completely hysterical about it.

Sure, most of those people
don’t care about soccer for
the four years between World
Cups, but for the little bit that
America is in it and there is an
excuse to chant ‘U.S.A.,” soccer
matters in America.

But, in a non-metropolis,
like Cullman, Ala., this soccer
tournament isn’t supposed
to matter: but something was
different about this World
Cup.

As I sat, once again, in
Moe’s Original BBQ in Cull-
man, and as regular time in
the match between the US-
MNT and the Belgian national
team dwindled, I saw all sorts
of people, all of them with
their eyes glued to any one of

the many televisions in the
restaurant.

These people weren’t here
to have a few beers and laugh
with their friends and let the
World Cup be the backdrop
for their evening; the World
Cup was their evening.

There were men wearing
dress shirts who had come
from work to watch, and there
was even a man wearing a
John Brooks shirt. Remember
the hero from the U.S.-Ghana
match?

Once again, in case you for-
got, this was in Cullman. Ala-
bama.

You know, where we hardly
ever kick a ball with our feet
(and if you’re an Alabama fan,
you wish we never did).

The match was spent in
hair-raising fear, the kind of
fear that strikes one when eu-
phoric elation sits as close to
the heart as total despair.

The Belgians had their
chances to take the lead plenty
of times. It seemed as if for the
entire length of regular time,
United States goalkeeper, Tim
Howard, had taken the form of
a wall.

He collected poor attempts
and he repelled venomous
strikes. He sent Twitter abuzz:
“Tim Howard for just regu-
lar Mount Rushmore?” (@
Sportspickle).

The assistant referee held
up his Hublot digital clock
displaying that there would be
three minutes of added time to
the end of the match.

Manager Jiirgen Klins-
mann had substituted Chris
Wondolowski in late in the
game.

It was 91 minutes and 55
seconds into the match when
American magic struck. U.S.
defenseman Geoff Cameron
knocked a ball into the box
toward Jermaine Jones who
then deftly tapped it with his
head over to Wondolowski
who was miraculously five
yards away from the goal and
completely wide open.

But, there’s a reason this
piece isn’t titled something
like “Wonder Wondo.”

Wondoloski smashed the
ball over the crossbar and into
the crowd. He bowed his head
into his hands and later said
that he was “gutted.”

The Belgians went on to
win the match in extra time,
thrillingly, but
none of that would’ve mat-

somewhat

tered had one man been able
to put the ball in the back of
the net.

Wondolowski is not solely
to blame for the loss, but the
USMNT would have been
watching film on Lionel Messi
and Argentina the following
morning had he scored.

Jack Holbrook, a 45-year-
old pastor at Concord Baptist
Church in Fairview, said he
watches the World Cup be-
cause he just loves sports.

He said that he loves events
like the World Cup and the
Olympics because it’s a time
when “we can all come togeth-
er and pull for the same team.”
In other words, the World Cup
is a time when Orange and
Blue and Crimson don’t mat-
ter.

It is a common chant, per-
haps the main cheer for US-
MNT supporters, both here in
the States and in South Amer-
ica: I believe that we will win!
You could find this phrase
on t-shirts, under Instagram
posts, on Facebook statuses,
and most of all, in most of the
sports bars throughout Amer-
ica.

Although the United States
lost to Belgium, the concat-
enation of World Cup patrio-
tism and Fourth of July festiv-
ities has me looking forward
to the 2018 World Cup in Rus-
sia.

Four years from now, the
chants will start up again, I'm
just beating the crowd: I be-
lieve that we will win!

As soon as this World Cup
ends, most Americans who
hopped on the Freedom Train

(a colloquialism for the US-
MNT) will hop off and forget
about international soccer
until the next Cup.

For four years, soccer for
Cullmanites will mean droves
of young neon-clad AYSO
players at Heritage Park.

But for the USMNT, the

place in June was a huge suc-
cess according to Green.

“I had a three day camp
in June,” she said. “We really
enjoyed it. We had 39 kids at-
tend, and it really went well.
So we will be offering the
5-day camp at the end of this
month.”

There are 50 spots open for
the camp this July.

Those interested are able
to register their kids up until
the day of the camp, as long as

Belgium

next four years will be spent
sweating and aching and striv-
ing so that when the next
World Cup comes around,
they might enthrall us all once

more.

Final Score: United States
1-2 Belgium.

CULLMANSENSE.COM
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there are spots available. The
camp in June was such a suc-
cess, however, that spots for
July’s camp are expected to go
quickly.

The camp will start July 28
and run until August 2. Regis-
tration costs $100.

If you are interested in
your child learning all about
the fascinating world of ar-
chery, then do not hesitate to
call 256- 734-9157 to reserve
your spot.

POSITION AVAILABLE

Program  Facilitator
needed for local do-
mestic violence in-
tervention program.
Full time, BS degree re-
quired. Send resume to:
vsoced@vsoccullman.

org

Matt’s Door Will
Remain Open!

Cullman County Citizens should not get more frustrated
because the Sheriff's "OPEN DOOR" is usually closed!

Matt believes the citizens should help drive the

direction of the Sheriff's office.

Matt wants to hear your problems.

Matt wants to hear your thoughts.

Matt wants to hear your concerns.

The Right Man at the Right Time!
Please Vote Tuesday, July 15th

let MATT &

* SHERIFF *

Honorable x Committed % Experienced

Pd. Po. Adv. by Matt Gentry for Sheriff, P.O. Box 655, Cullman, AL 35056
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Remedies (from Front)

and externally and it dries up
the lesions. “Bentonite clay
also works very well. Benton-
ite is a drawing clay; it draws
the oils from the plant out of
the skin.”

When asked about sunburn
remedies, Lang really perked
up. He began to tell of all sorts
of things that can be used to
both prevent, as well as, re-
lieve the burn.

“For sunburn, you can use

either coconut oil or a supple-
ment called Cataplex F,” Lang
explained “Cataplex F is real
interesting, it works on the
prevention of sunburn, sun
poisoning, and sun sensitiv-
ity.”
“The other thing that is re-
ally quite good is something
called plantain goldenseal,”
Lang said as he reached for a
small jar. “It is a plant salve.
Plantain is a plant with a long
leaf and has five ribs running
through it. If you notice you
are getting sunburned, you can
chew the plantain and then
dab it on your skin over the
burn.”

There is a special, eco-
friendly spray made especially
for bee stings and mosquito
bites. Lang knew all about it
and recommended its use for

Award (from

many delicious deserts were
served by the CRMC staff for
the occasion. The chatter that
filled the room was that of ex-
citement. A great sense of ac-
complishment radiated from
the great men and women who
had worked so hard in obtain-
ing national recognition.

“The Excellence in Fire
Service-Based EMS Award is
a national award that honors
volunteer, career combina-
tion fire departments, as well
as fire associations that have
developed and implemented
new EMS programs or en-
hanced existing programs to
advance emergency medical
services in your jurisdictions,”
explained Bill Webb, executive
director of the Congressional
Fire Services Institute.“Each
year we receive applications
from all across the country,
which means this is a very
competitive program,” Webb
continued. “In adding greater
significance to the award is
the panel of judges that re-
view the applications itself.
They consist of the brain trust
of the national level, in terms
of the fire service looking at
the applications so when we
do select the recipients, it’s a
very distinguished honor. We
are proud to be able to provide
this award this evening.”
Wigglesworth,
chief executive officer and
president of the MedicAlert
Foundation, made a few re-

Andrew

marks just before awarding

everyone, both young and old.

“Badger is great; it’s an
anti-bug spray,” Lang smiled
proudly, while holding up a
bottle of the spray. “It is 100
percent organic and you can
use it on your whole family,
especially the kids. It will defi-
nitely keep the bugs off. What
makes it safe is the fact that it
doesn’t have deet in it like all
the other bug sprays on the
market today.”

Deet is a commonly used
bug repellant, which causes
skin irritation in some folks.

I could have stayed and
talked to Mr. Lang about herbs
and natural cures all day, but
he is a very busy man. As the
owner of Huckleberry Lang,
Iridology and Herbal Consul-
tations, he always has a full
schedule but is never too busy
for his valued customers.

If you would like more in-
formation about the natural
remedies for the pesky dis-
comforts that come from liv-
ing in the Deep South, please
feel free to stop by and see Mr.
Lang. He is located at 216 2nd
Street SE in Cullman. You may
also visit his webpage at www.
HuckleberryLang.com or e-
mail him at huckleberrylang@
yahoo.com.

Front)

the beautiful crystal award to
Dr. Josiah Dailey, M.D., on be-
half of all the firefighters and
EMTs who participated in the
program. Dr. Dailey is cur-
rently the Medical Director for
the Cullman County’s Associa-
tion of Volunteer Fire Depart-
ments.

“This is a county where
everyone pulls together when
they need to,” Dailey beamed.
“They pull together, they work
together to expand and do the
best they can for their citizens.
I am proud to be a part of this
community, as a transplant
into Cullman, I am very proud
that you have allowed me to
work with you and help re-
ceive this great award.”

“There are 26 fire depart-
ments in this county and over
600 volunteers. That shows
how much Cullman County re-
ally means to the citizens and
the volunteers here,” Dailey
also stated.

The new program is af-
fordable to most. Keep in
mind; many folks in the com-
munity who volunteer their
time and services are not able
to afford the proper training,
which is normally offered at
the community college level.
Thankfully, our local and na-
tionally recognized volunteer
firefighters and EMTs have
gone the extra mile to ensure
their fellow volunteers are
trained, no matter their eco-
nomic status.

“One of the greatest as-
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

The City of Cullman’s
Alcohol Review
Committee will hold

a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, July 8th,

2014 at 5:00 pm, in

the Administrative
Conference Room of
City Hall, located at 204
Second Avenue NE.

Comments will be
received on the
proposed approval for
the sale of alcohol in the
City of Cullman by the
following applicants:

Dollar General
Store 14825

121 County Road 1435
Beer and Wine

Off-Premises
Alcohol License

Dollar General

Store 15211

120 US Highway 278W
Beer and Wine
Off-Premises

Alcohol License

Margaronas Mexican

» Robert N. Lang, master iridologist, herbalist, and owner of Huckleberry
Lang in Cullman provides natural remedies for common ailments.

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE
» Cullman County’s
Association of Volunteer
Fire Departments was
recently awarded
the Excellence in
Fire Service-Based
EMS Award.

pects of the EMR program is
that we are able to offer the
training at a very low cost to
our fire departments,” says
Jeff Byars, NREMT (National
Registry of Emergency Medi-
cal Technicians). “EMR train-
ing cost about $150 per person
vs. $2,000 to train an EMT. We
are able to keep the cost down
by having volunteer instruc-
tors.”

Our volunteer firefighters
have gone above and beyond
the call of duty to ensure those
of us in Cullman County are
fully protected and safe. If you
know one of these brave vol-
unteers, please don’t hesitate
to express Cullman’s pride
and appreciation of all the
hard work they have put into
designing a program that has
been nationally noticed and
awarded.

Restaurant
311 2nd Avenue NW
Restaurant Retail

SUSAN ELLER/CEDA

Liquor On-Premises
Alcohol License

Be One of Us

\X/ALLACE STAT F

H A N C E V I L L E

riority Registration
begins July 14
for Fall Semester

REGISTER Topay)

BE ONE OF Us.

256, 952, 8000

1.866. 350, 9722.
W, wallacestdte edu

L]

(Classes start
August 14

WWW, WaIIacest
256.352.8000
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CULLMAN COUNTY’S OLDEST PHARMACY SERVES UP
NOSTALGIA ONE HANDMADE MILKSHAKE AT A TIME

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

HANCEVILLE - The home
of the bulldogs is also home
to Cullman County’s oldest
pharmacy. Hanceville Drug
Company has been in op-
eration since 1924, although
the building was a pharmacy
much longer than that. The
store first belonged to Er-
nest C. Veal and his dentist
brother Dr. David H. Veal, and
the original name was Veal
Brothers Drugstore. But in
1924, the brothers decided to
sell the drugstore to local vet-
erinarian, Roy F. South and his
brother-in-law C. T. “Carlie”
Burkart.

“My dad, Carlie, was in
school at the University of Al-
abama and played football for
the Crimson Tide,” reminisces
Eddie Burkart,
and owner of Hanceville Drug

pharmacist

Company. “But he eventually
transferred to Auburn [Ala-
bama Polytechnic Institute at
the time] and went into the
pharmacy program. When
he completed his studies, he
came back to Hanceville and
started running the store. He
took over in 1925.”

Like father, like son, Eddie
took over his father’s position
as pharmacist at Hanceville

Drug Co. on January 1, 1976 af-
ter completing the pharmacy
program at Auburn Univer-
sity. The Burkarts have been a
family-run pharmacy for over
89 years, and they plan to keep
it that way.

“My son Benjamin is at
Auburn right now, he went
to school at Hanceville High
School and he’s coming back
here in a couple years, once
he finishes up at Auburn,” ex-
plained Eddie proudly. “He’s
also going to be a pharmacist
and will eventually take over
the family business.”

The greatest thing about
Hanceville Drug Company is
the nostalgic atmosphere that
embraces you from the mo-
ment you get out of your car.

Just walking toward the
store, you are surrounded
with old storefronts that had
once been full of hustle and
bustle in downtown Hancev-
ille.

Upon opening the front
door of the drugstore, you
cannot help but feel as if you
have stepped back in time -
back to the days when things
were much more innocent
and simple. From the black
and white checkered floors to
the bright red stools that line
the retro soda fountain, all

that’s missing are the girls in

CULLMANSENSE.COM
July 7,2014
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» Unlike many chain pharmacies, Hanceville Drug Company will pour you
a glass of Coke from their old-fashioned soda foundatain.

their bobby socks and poodle
skirts and guys in their white
T-shirts, leather jackets, and
greased back hair.

“The soda fountain really
sets us apart from the other
pharmacies,” Burkart said.

“I have an employee, Ethe-
lene Cone, who was working
at the store when I was born.
That’s at least 62 years she
has worked off and on. She
has been with me 39 years
straight. I think that is some-
thing that sets us apart from

the big chain stores. Itis called
loyalty.”

Big changes are coming in
the near future for the beloved
pharmacy. In hopes to make it
more convenient, things are
going to change.

“We’re about to do a re-
Burkart
“We’re going to

modeling project,”
announced.
putin adrive thru window and
kind of modernize a little, but
we’ll try to keep the old feel
to the place. We’ll be moving
the pharmacy over to the side,

next to the soda fountain and
put the drive thru in the back
in the parking lot. It makes it
a lot easier for older people,
as well as younger people who
have kids.

You can’t leave your kids
out in the car and it’s hard to
get them out with all the child
safety seats. It’s not like it was
years ago,” he chuckled.

If you haven’t visited
Hanceville Drug Company
before, it’s time to do so. Stop
by and meet Eddie Burkart

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

and the gang. Feel free to
sit and enjoy an old timey
Cherry Coke, handmade malt
or milkshake, or a big ole ice
cream cone at the soda foun-
tain. You’ll be transformed
back in time and you’ll be sure
to make a new friend or two
while you're at it.

Hanceville Drug Company
is located at 101 Commercial
St. SE in Hanceville. You can
also follow them on Facebook
or give them a call at 256-352-
4110.

CELEBRATE CULLMAN DOWNTOWN FEST
FREE LIVE MUSIC

IS

T LLEVLETT T TR T

FREE KID’S AREA

FOOD COURT

— T

llilig

DOWNTOWN CULLMAN * AUGUST 1ST
FROM 2 P.M. UNTIL MIDNIGHT

SPONSORED BY CDMA AND CP&R
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Colonel Cullmann
Celebrates 191st

Birthday

Cullman's Founder
Shares a Few Words
on His Special Day

“1 want Cullman to grow, but | also want people to
capture, remember, and enjoy the simple pleasures;
like taking a few minutes to have cake and ice cream
at a birthday party like we are doing here today."

- Sir Larry Rowlette, Colonel Cullmann Portrayer

Sharon Schuler Kreps
shoron@cu”monsense.com

CULLMAN - The citi-
zens of the Cullman area
gathered
a very special birthday

together  for

party on Thursday. Our

town’s founder, Colonel
Johann Gottfried Cull-
mann, turned 191 years

old. The Colonel himself
enjoyed passing out cake
and ice cream to all who
were in attendance for the
party. When asked for a few
words about his birthday,
the old Colonel smiled a bit
before he began to talk.

“Well, everybody says to
count your blessings every
morning, but when you get
to be 191 years old - you
count them twice (if you
can remember)!” he then
let out a hearty chuckle.

“I’m just glad everybody
has pity on me and I don’t
get a birthday whipping,
and I'm really glad they
don’t make me blow out 191
individual candles...Can
you imagine!”

After belly
chuckle, the Colonel got
somewhat serious and
added, “Actually it feels
great, as everyone knows

another

I'm always looking down
the road a bit - so I've been
thinking about a big party
‘when’ I make it to 200 -
but one birthday at a time!”

Each year for the Colo-
nel’s birthday, the town

throws a big party and
serves cake and ice cream.

At the end of the party,
there is a drawing for a
special surprise - birthday
dinner with the Colonel at
the All Steak restaurant.
The drawn names are al-
lowed one guest, and if a
child’s name is drawn, then
a parent or guardian must
attend.

The two names that
were drawn this year were
Johnnie Williams and Syl-
via Stella.

Each winner was very
excited for the chance to
enjoy a nice meal and learn
more about our town.

Mr. Williams brought
his wife Carolyn, and Ms.
Stella brought her friend
Virginia to the All Steak.
Everyone was excited, as
well as hungry.

“I’'d like to thank The
All Steak restaurant,” Cull-
mann comment-

COMMUNITY MATTERS

mention of this and asked
the old man where he cel-
ebrated his birthday in the
past.

“Well, we’ve only re-
cently started celebrating
my birthday again, about
five or six years ago, so it
has been at the Festhalle,”
the Colonel explained.

“Long ago, I had a lot of
parties at my home where
I would welcome guests
to Cullman. Close friends,
neighbors, dignitaries,
and people just traveling
down the road were always
welcome to stop in to join
the fun. Now, a replica of
my home is the Cullman
County Museum, so the
Festhalle behind the mu-
seum makes for the perfect
birthday location. Before
the Festhalle was built,
many parties were held on
the north side of the mu-
seum around the statue of

me, and in the gazebo.”
Before the Colonel de-
parted Festhalle to meet
his guests at the All Steak,
in the

crowd asked him what he

another person
wanted to see in the future,
as far as the city of Cullman
was concerned.

The crinkled old man
looked off into the dis-
tance, stroked his full
beard and thought for a few
moments. Then he smiled
a sweet smile and began to
talk.

“In the years to come,
I hope to see a continued
interest and commitment
of people to care for one
another. I would like to see
our festivals continue to
grow, such as the Strawber-
ry Festival and Oktober-
fest, because people come
from all around to have a
good time and participate.
We get to show the world

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

» All those in attendance to the party were given birthday cake.

what makes us unique!” he
said with gusto.

“I would like to see in-
dustry continue to view
Cullman as a great place to
start or expand a business.
I want Cullman to grow,
but I also want people to
capture, remember, and
enjoy the simple pleasures;
like taking a few minutes to
have cake and ice cream at
a birthday party like we are

doing here today.”

Colonel Johann G. Cull-
mann’s birthday is actually
July 2, 1823. His birthday
is usually celebrated on the
following Thursday to work
around those using the Fest-
halle for the Cullman Farm-
er’s Market.

Sir Larry Rowlette, be-
loved Colonel Cullmann
portrayer has been playing

the role for several years.

ed.

”They have
always been
great to sponsor
this special din-
ner over the past
few years.”

One hundred
and ninety one
years is a long
time, and the
Festhalle hasn’t

always

been
around. During
the party, one of
the guests made

"Your Agew\'s. Nour Ne'\s\nbovs.

Your Friends."

KNIGH'I-FREE
INSURANCE

256.734.4060

Auto-Owners Insurance

Poll

Are you watching
the World Cup?

Yes No

This Week’s Poll
Do you think local law
enforcement are in need of
armored vehicles provided
through Department of
Homeland Security grants?
Vote Today at
CullmanSense.com/Poll

culiman city parks & recreation

WHAT'S ON DECK
AT
PARKS AND REC....

www.cullmanrecreation.org
256-734-9157

Christmas in July: Will be held at CWAC June
11, 2014. Free enrollment fee on any membership,
and half priced day passes (just $5 each) when you
bring in canned food items for Cullman Caring for
Kids. Christmas decorations, free Christmas
cookies, Christmas games by the pool, and
Christmas music will all be part of the event.
Members are also encouraged to bring in food
items for Cullman Caring for Kids; whoever
brings in the most canned items will win a FREE 3
month membership to CWAC! Call 775-SWIM.
EvaBank Midnight Run registration is NOW
OPEN at the Cullman Civic Center, all EvaBank
locations, and online at active.com. T-shirts and
goodie bags will be given to all runners as well as
a chance to win great door prizes like a flat screen
TV, an iPad, and more. Winners receive $250
cash, masters $200. Medals to top 3 in each age
division. Proceeds benefit the programs of the
parks and recreation department to better our
community. Call 256-734-9157 for details.

Eat on the Street: No Eat on the Street this week
due to the 4th of July! Have a great 4th!

Laughter Yoga is a great way to stay in shape,
relax, and enjoy a good laugh! This class is held
Saturdays at the Cullman Civic Center at 10am
Saturday. Donations will be taken, but no charge
will be made. Call 734-9157 for details.

Nia Dance & Ageless Grace Fitness Classes:
Includes yoga stretching, anti-aging tips, and more
with instructor Ann Caretti. Nia class is held
Tuesdays at 10:00am at the civic center, and
Ageless Grace is held on Thursdays at 5:30pm.
Monday Fundays are held each Monday at
CWAC, $5 admission per person for open swim,
games, and more. 6pm to close. Call 775-SWIM.
Pickin under the Pavilion: Summer concert
series held at the Donald E. Green Sr. Center,
Tuesdays starting June 3 at 6:30pm. Music will
include bluegrass, country, oldies & more, call
734-4803. The 313th Army Show Band will be
playing this Tuesday, July 1 at this FREE event.
FREE Community Concert Series will start at
Heritage Park on Thursday July 10 and be held
each Thurs. through July 31. Concerts will be from
6:30-8pm each week and feature country, blue
grass, and more. Call 739-9931 for more info.

What's
Online

Agriculture

The North Alabama Agriplex
Heritage Center recently hosted
two full days of farm tours in
Cullman County. On Wednesday
and Thursday, 35 local kids ages
7 to 13 loaded a Wallace State
bus bright and early and spent
the days traveling all over the
county visiting various farms...

grne.ws/222

Touring Farms for Kids
Teaches the Importance of

First Source for Women
Offers Hope and Help to

Unborn Babies

Unborn babies in Cullman

County now have a fighting
chance to be born thanks fo the
helpful volunteers at First Source
for Women located in downtown
Hanceville. Founded in 2007,
First Source for Women was

RadKIDS Safety Camp is a
Success

Recently, local children and their
parents took part in the RadKIDS
(Resisting aggression defensively)
Safety Camp, which was held

at the Cullman Civic Center and
taught by Cindy Rohrscheib,

a local city police officer and
tactical flight officer.

originally known as ‘Her Choice

of North Alabama’.

grne.ws/223

grne.ws/224
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Monday
Cullman Kiwanis Club
The Cullman Kiwanis Club in-
vites all local men and women
who are interested in taking part
in community service along with
great fellowship, fun, network-
ing, and learning to attend their
weekly luncheon meeting at 12
noon each Monday at the All
Steak. Come see what Kiwanis is
all about and enjoy a great lun-
cheon meal as well.

USDRC Meeting in Good Hope
Everyone is invited to attend the
U.S. Disaster Relief Command or-
ganization which meets tonight
at 6:30 p.m. Those interested in
being prepared for any possible
upcoming disasters are welcome
and encouraged to attend this
meeting which takes place at
Good Hope Town Hall. Further
information may be obtained by
calling Lt. Col. Dan Raley, 256-
347-4732.

Domestic Violence Survivor
Support Group

Victim Services of Cullman spon-
sors a Domestic Violence Survi-
vor Support Group meeting every
Monday evening from 5 p.m. until
7 p.m. in the old County Board of
Education Building with child-
care available. For additional
information please call 256-775-
2600. CRISIS HOTLINE - 256-
734-6100.

Overeaters Anonymous Gath-
er at Grace Episcopal
Members of Overeaters Anony-
mous meet every Monday, at 9:30
a.m. at Grace Episcopal Church
in the Carriage House located on
Church premises. Further infor-
mation is available at 256-747-
6218 or 256-352-1143. Everyone
is invited to attend these gather-
ings.

Cornerstone Revival Ladies
Prayer Meeting

A Ladies Prayer meeting is con-
ducted each Monday night at 7
p.m. at Cornerstone Revival Cen-
ter. For additional information
call 256-796-2899. All interested
women are invited to attend.

Aqua Zumba Classes at CWAC
Everyone is invited to take part
in the Aqua Zumba classes that
are offered each Monday at Cull-
man Wellness & Aquatic Center
beginning at 7 p.m. in the center’s
indoor pool. Please call 256-775-
7946 for additional information!

Tuesday

Cullman Caring for Kids in
Need of Donations

If you are able to contribute to
Cullman County’s Community
Food Band, the ‘Caring for Kids’
organization, they would be
grateful. Non-perishable food
items are needed, and of course
cash enables them to purchase
needed products to fill their
empty shelves. Please call 256-
739-1111 to see how to help or
mail checks or money orders to
Cullman Caring for Kids, P. O. Box
698, Cullman, Alabama 35056-
0698. Thanks in advance for any-
thing you can do.

‘Summer Program’ at St. Paul’s
Lutheran School

St. Paul’s Lutheran School is of-
fering a ‘Summer Program’ for
ages PK 3 - 6th grade. The pro-
gram started May 27th and runs
until August 1. Daily hours are
from 7:45 a.m. until 3 p.m. There
will be a ‘childwatch’ session
from 3 p.m. until 5 p.m. The fee of
$120.00 a week includes weekly
field trips and daily snacks. Ad-
ditional information available by
contacting 256-734-6580.

Therapeutic Bowling for
Those with Disabilities

Submit your event to calendar@cullmansense.com

All individuals with disabilities
and their immediate family are
invited to take part in the Cull-
man Parks & Recreation’s Thera-
peutic Bowling program tonight
from 6 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. at the
Cullman Bowling Center. Cost is
$4.00 per bowler and lanes must
be reserved by 4 pm on Tuesday.
Please call Rhonda Davis, 256-
962-2208 or Hollie Guiterrez at
256-734-9157.

Knifty Knitters Weekly Meet-
ing

Members of the Cullman Knifty
Knitters group meet each Tues-
day afternoon at 3 p.m. in the
Cullman County Library. Every-
one is invited to come learn how
to knit yarn and needles are free.
This group is open to all ages,
both accomplished knitters and
those wishing to learn the art
form. Crocheters also are invited
to take part in these weekly meet-
ings. Please call Lesia for more
info 256-734-2720, ext. 23.

Emotions Anonymous Support
Group Meeting

An Emotions Anonymous Sup-
port Group meets each Tues-
day at noon at Grace Episcopal
Church Carriage House. Those
interested are invited to attend
these group sessions. Further
information is available through
the Group Director’s office at
256-734-3605 or 256-796-8440.

Ladies’ Auxiliary VFW Dance
at Post 2214

The Ladies’ Auxiliary of VFW
Post 2214 invites the community
to their weekly Tuesday night
dances at the VFW Post building.
The country line dance starts at
7 p.m. each Tuesday night, with
admission only $5.00 per person.
Concessions are available and all
proceeds benefit the Auxiliary’s
local projects.

Wednesday

St. Monica’s Group

St. Monica’s Group for those ad-
dicted to alcohol or drugs meets
every Wednesday night at 7 p.m.
in the Rectory Basement of Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Catholic
Church. All are welcome to at-
tend who feel the need. For fur-
ther information please contact
Brian, 256-595-0515 or Rita, 256-
507-0358.

Latter Day Saints Genealogy
Library

The Genealogy Library at the Lat-
ter Day Saints (L.D.S.) Church is
open to the public each Wednes-
day night from 7 p.m. until 8:30
p-m. Don Jones is available to
open the Library at other times, if
needed, so please contact him at
256-784-5098.

Girls & Boys Club at Spirit Life
Spirit Life Church will host a Girls
& Boys Club meeting for those 12
and under every Wednesday be-
ginning at 7 p.m. at the church.
All are welcome. Please call the
church for further info 256-739-
3326.

Aqua Zumba Classes at CWAC
Everyone is invited to take part
in the Aqua Zumba classes, which
are offered each Wednesday at
Cullman Wellness & Aquatic
Center beginning at 7 p.m. in the
center’s indoor pool. Please call
256-775-7946 for additional in-
formation!

Thursday

New Vision Support Group

There is a New Vision Support
Group which will meet at 10 a.m.
and everyone interested in this
subject is welcome to attend. The
program is at Hilltop Community
Center. Additional information is
available by calling Linda Estes,

256-739-4653.

‘Christmas in July’ at Cullman
Wellness and Aquatic Center
Cullman Wellness and Aquatic
Center is sponsoring its annual
‘Christmas in July’ event with
Christmas-themed games, music
and giveaways all day. Admis-
sion also will be half-priced with
a donation of a canned food item
which will be given to Cullman
Caring for Kids. Please call 256-
775-7946 for additional informa-
tion. All welcome!

American Legion Auxiliary
Dinner Meeting

The American Legion Auxiliary
Post 0004, Veterans Hall, 112
Veterans Drive, S.E., at 6:00 p.m.
If you have a connection to a vet-
eran who served during any war,
through your dad, granddad, wife,
mother, grandmother, brother,
sister, son, daughter, you are eli-
gible to join the Auxiliary. Please
come enjoy a night out.

‘Root Ministry’ at Abundant
Grace Church

There is a weekly meeting each
Thursday night starting at 6 p.m.
at Abundant Grace Church. ‘Root
Ministry’ has the aim of radically
overcoming obstacles together
for anyone with any types of
hurts, hang-ups, or habits in their
lives. Please call 256-739-7091 for
additional information. All wel-
come!

Thursday Afternoon Overeat-
ers Anonymous Meeting

Those interested are invited to
attend the weekly Thursday af-
ternoon meetings of Overeaters
Anonymous which begin at 4:45
p-m. at Grace Episcopal Church’s
Carriage House. For additional
information please call 734-376-
2124 or 256-352-1143.

L]
Friday

‘Wii Bowling’ at the Donald E.
Green Senior Center

The entertainment for senior
citizens is ‘Wii Bowling’ at the
Donald E. Green Senior Center
starting at 1 p.m. Everyone is in-
vited. Come enjoy some exercise
(but not too physical!) and fel-
lowship with friends. They bowl
every Wednesday and Friday af-
ternoons at1p.m.

Dulcimer Classes

The Cullman City Parks & Rec-
reation Senior Spirit Program is
offering Dulcimer classes begin-
ning July 11th. Classes will be
held at the Donald E. Green Sr.
Center on Fridays at 1 p.m. and
taught by Craig Mann. Cost for
the class is $10 for an hour. For
more information or to register
for the class contact Angie Jo-
chum or Catherine Hasenbein at
256-734-4803.

Nimble Thimble Quilt Guild of
Cullman

Members of the Nimble Thim-
ble Quilt Guild of Cullman will
gather at the Colonel Cullman
Museum starting at 9:30 a.m. All
interested quilters are invited to
attend this meeting.

Friday Night Dance at the
VFW

Cullman’s VFW Post 2214 in-
vites everyone to come to their
weekly Friday night dances at the
VFW Hall from 7 p.m. until 10
p.m. The cost is $5.00 per person
and music by the Golden Oldies
and Country with the Midnight
Highway Band will be filling the
air. Funds raised go toward the
building rental. Get your dancing
shoes on and come out for a great
evening of fun and entertainment
tonight.

Saturday

VFW Saturday Night Dance

The Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post 2214 invites every-
one to their weekly Saturday
night dances which begin at 7 p.m.
and last until 10 p.m. The Boogie
Night Band provides music on
Saturday nights. Entrance fee is
$5.00 for each individual. Come
on out and bring your dancing
shoes and enjoy an evening of
great music, fun, and fellowship!

3rd Annual Look Ahead Foun-
dation 5k & 1 Mile Fun Run
Come run one of the most beauti-
ful courses in Alabama this year
for the 3rd Annual Look Ahead
Foundation 5k & 1 Mile Fun Run
at Sportsman Lake Park. Event
schedule and times are as follows:
From 6:30 a.m. - 7:30 a.m. Race
Day Registration Packet Pick Up,
at 8 am. - 5K Start, and at 9 a.m.
—1Mile Fun Run Start.

‘Fairytale Dish Gardens’ Kids
Program

The North Alabama Agriplex is
once again sponsoring their sum-
mer ‘Farm Kids Club’ programs
for children ages 5 and up, with
this week’s program focusing
around ‘Fairytale Dish Gardens’.
Children must be accompanied
by a parent and cost is $5.00 per
child or $10.00 per family. Adults
are free. These programs take
place at the Agriplex unless oth-
erwise stated.

Art Show at Victorian Manor
There will be a ‘Brookdale Cel-
ebrates France’ art show today
from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m. spon-
sored by the residents of Victo-
rian Manor. Light French pastries
and punch will be served. Please
call the Manor for info 256-352-
3141.

Next Monday

Cullman Kiwanis Club

The Cullman Kiwanis Club in-
vites all local men and women
who are interested in taking part
in community service along with
great fellowship, fun, network-
ing, and learning to attend their
weekly luncheon meeting at 12
noon each Monday at the All
Steak. Come see what Kiwanis is
all about and enjoy a great lun-
cheon meal as well.

Domestic Violence Survivor
Support Group

Victim Services of Cullman spon-
sors a Domestic Violence Survi-
vor Support Group meeting every
Monday evening from 5 p.m. until
7 p.m. in the old County Board of
Education Building with child-
care available. For additional
information please call 256-775-
2600. CRISIS HOTLINE - 256-
734-6100.

Overeaters Anonymous Gath-
er at Grace Episcopal

Members of Overeaters Anony-
mous meet every Monday, at 9:30
a.m. at Grace Episcopal Church
in the Carriage House located on
Church premises. Further infor-
mation is available at 256-747-
6218 or 256-352-1143. Everyone
is invited to attend these gather-
ings.

Cornerstone Revival Ladies
Prayer Meeting

A Ladies Prayer meeting is con-
ducted each Monday night at 7
p.m. at Cornerstone Revival Cen-
ter. For additional information
call 256-796-2899. All interested
women are invited to attend.

Aqua Zumba Classes at CWAC
Everyone is invited to take part
in the Aqua Zumba classes that
are offered each Monday at Cull-
man Wellness & Aquatic Center
beginning at 7 p.m. in the center’s
indoor pool. Please call 256-775-
7946 for additional information!
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This Week in Local

Entertainment
Sponsored by Busy Bee Café

Monday, July 7
¢ 79 cent wings at Rodney
G’s Hickory Grill from 6-9
p.m.
¢ OpenMicNight at Berke-
ley Bob’s from 7-9 p.m.

Tuesday, July 8
¢ “Raptors in Alabama”
event with Jay Eubanks at
the Agriplex at 5:30 p.m.
¢ Square Dancing Lessons
at East Point Community
Center from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
e Trivia Night at Rodney

G’sat7 p.m.

Wednesday, July 9
e Story Time at the
Hanceville Library at 10
a.m.

¢ Musician Derek Sellers
at the All Steak from 6-9
p-m.

¢ Karaoke night at
Grumpy’s Italian Grill at 7

p.-m.

Thursday, July 10
¢ Ladies’ Night at Rodney

G’s at 8 p.m. Half off drinks
for ladies

¢ Eat on the Street at the
Festhalle from 11 am. -1
p-m.

e Trivia Night at Rodney
G’sat7 p.m.

¢ Karaoke night at Cadil-
lac Ron’s

¢ Bike Night at Grumpy’s
Italian Grill

¢ July Hops and Shops in
Downtown Cullman from
4-9 p.m.

Friday, July 11
¢ Ladies’ Night at Rodney
G’s at 8 p.m. Half off drinks
for ladies

Saturday, July 12
¢ Ladies’ Night at Rodney
G’s at 8 p.m. Half off drinks
for ladies

Add your event

to our calendar!

E-mail calendar@
cullmansense.com.

Busy Bee Café
Try our German Food!

GROW YOUR BUSINESS

“By combining
my years of
successful

advertising
campaigns

and award
winning use of

» Shawn Murphree -
Automotive/ Digital/
Social Media Specialist

digital and social media, | am able

to provide my clients with superior

service. With the endless supply of

support from CullmanSense, | am

able to put my expertise to work

by partnering with your business to

maximum your advertising hudget

and increase your bottom line.”

For more information on our great

advertising rates, please give me a call at
256-297-1408 or you can reach me through
e-mail af shawn@cullmansense.com.
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CULLMAN AREA

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
& VISITOR CENTER

From the Chamber President

Serving:
BAILEYTON
COLONY
CULLMAN
DODGE CITY
FAIRVIEW
GARDEN CITY
GOOD HOPE
HANCEVILLE
HOLLY POND
SOUTHVINEMONT

‘ WEST POINT i

Serving the Community Since 1943

Take Me to Your Leader

It's coming, and it’s bigger than Y2K and that asteroid
NASA says “could” hit the earth in 2032. This is real, and
you need to prepare; it’s going to change the way you
and everyone else works. There will be no near-misses
or “oops we were wrong’, and you’ll need to do more
than buy a backup generator and bury your gold to get
ready for the changes coming, so listen up; were talking
about your workforce. We're talking about the work-
force crisis. For the past several months, I have been
writing about generational workforce. By the year 2020,
there will be 5 generations in the workforce, but by 2015
the majority of that workforce will be in their 20s. We're
about to experience the largest shift in human capital
this country has ever seen. It's happening within the
next year. Do you know who your leaders are?

Your future leaders are probably growing within your
organization right now. They are the employees who
show the most drive and have the strong track records
of performance. Maybe your future leaders aren’t lead-
ers yet, but that doesn’t mean you sit back and wait or
expect a clear leader to show up when you are ready.
You should start developing your leaders now.

Identify who exhibits these leadership qualities:
. Honesty

. Confidence

. Ability to delegate

. Excellent communication
. Sense of humor

. Commitment

. Creativity

These traits are identifiable no matter where an employ-
ee is in the organization. Once you have identified these
characteristics, add their names to your succession plan
and develop them into leaders. Coaching and mentoring
young talent needs to be part of
your succession plan.

Losing and replacing employees
is expensive. Losing your future
leaders is even more costly. Find
tomorrow’s leaders today and de-
velop them to lead. Programs such
as the Chamber’s Leadership Cull-
man County Class can help you in
the development of these leaders.

LealBolin

We are currently taking applica- President & CEO,
. f he leadershi 1 £ Cullman Area Chamber
tions for the leadership class o of Commerce

2014-2015. Leadership Cullman

is a nine-month series ofseminars and programs designed
to bring together a class of 20 leaders to examine commu-
nity issues such as education, healthcare, crime, govern-
ment, economic development and quality of life. Use this
and other tools to assist in leadership development. Iden-
tifying and grooming the next generation is vital to your
success. In fact-your future depends on it! The chamber is
here to help. Call us today at 256-734-0454 or go online
to www.cullmanchamber.org for additional information
on workforce development and leadership tools for your
organization.

*XYZ University/Shannon Neeser

www.CullmanChamber.org

Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce
PO Box 1104, Cullman, AL 35056-1104 | 256-734-0454 | F: 256-737-7443 | info@cullmanchamber.org
www.cullmanchamber.org | www.visitcullman.org
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On July 24, 2014 Membership 101 will be offered starting
at 11:30 am. Lunch will be provided by Sweet Peppers Deli,
here at the Chamber in the Freedom Insurance room. This
is a great way to learn about new programs and how to
maximize your membership! Sign up now! www.cullman-
chamber.org.

CULLMAN AREA

HAMBER OF COMMERC
& VISITOR CENTER

Brought to you by:

H Charter

Business

www.charterbusiness.com

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MEMBERSHIP

Thank you to our Lunch Sponsor: Sweet Peppers Deli

Cullman’s compassionate
cancer care center

PROVIDING STATE-OF-THE-ART EQUIPMENT AND LEADING EDGE
TREATMENT IN A COMFORTABLE AND CARING ENVIRONMENT

Dr. Vincent Karolewics and the staff of

IMAGING AND ONCOLOGY
(256) 737-2285

1811 Parkway Circle ® Cullman, AL 35058

CULLMANSENSE.COM
July 7,2014
Ribbon Cutting
o ¥

Sportsman Lake Splash Pad
1544 Sportsman Lake Road NW
Cullman, AL 35055
256-734-3052

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Thank you for you support & investment in the Cullman Area!

Trucking Partners 256-737-8789

Alamitos Mexican Restaurants 256-734-8020

Fellowship of Christian Athletes 256-426-4314

Ludwig Design Studio 256-727-3124

Cornerstone Creations Inc. 256-796-8128

Friends.
Family.

Community.

We're all in this together.

State Farm® has a long tradition of being there. That's one reason why I'm
proud to support our Chamber of Commerce.

Get to a better State®

Mickey J Parrish CLU ChFC CASL, Agent
909 Fisher Street Southwest

Cullman, AL 35055

Bus: 256-734-4640
mickey@mickeyparrish.com

o StateFarm

1211009 State Farm, Bloomington, IL
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Concertgoers from all over the state of Alabama and even
the nation were rocking out at Rock the South held on
June 20-21. This three year old concert has grown tremen-
dously since its beginnings in 2012. The concert served
as a way for Cullman to bond together following the tu-
multuous time of the April 2011 tornadoes that destroyed
parts of our beloved town. This year’s concert definitely
met its expectations. The concert surpassed its goal by
hosting over 32,000 attendees, a large portion of out-of-
towners, as well as locals. The tourism factor that coin-
cides with Rock the South has proven to be economically
beneficial for our community. Rock the South has allowed
the city of Cullman to evolve tragedy into a positive new
tradition for the community.

There were several performers in this year’s line-up at
Rock the South including: Weston Burt, The Springs, The
Welch Brothers, Charlie Daniels, Easton Corbin, and Lit-
tle Big Town on Friday; with Shelbie Z, Drake White and
The Big Fire, Sara Evans, Colt Ford, Billy Currington, and
Lynyrd Skynyrd on Saturday, along with the help of DJ
Hish both days. Phil Robertson and son Alan also partic-
ipated in a Q & A session will WZZK’s Greg and Speedy
on stage Saturday. This anticipated event brought in the
crowd and helped show Cullman locals and visitors alike
a great time in our town.

Chrysler~Dodge~Jeep~Ram

mgm (lﬂ The Imersta o
Right On'the'Price!

Now located just off I-65 Exit 308 on Hwy 278

Welcome Scott Spitzer,
Our New General Manager

lith over 30 years in the automotive industry, I know how
l0'provide great deals and superior service. Stop by and see
our large selection of cars and trucks at Cullman Chrysler
Dodge Jeep Ram. My family and I look forward to joining
\ the Cullman community.”

Scott Spitzer - General Manager

w315888 15988 23088

2014 DODGE CHALLENGER 2014 CHRYSLER 300 LIMITED 2014 CHRYSLER LUXURY

TOWN & COUNTRY
.R L
-

X0452

"””*23 988 25, 988
THE ALL NEW 2014 JEEP CHEROKEE THE ALL NEW 2014 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
ol

= STARTING AT .
b $50.888 m 598388

2014 RAM REGULAR CAB 2014 RAM HEMI V8
% Only one % Only one
al Ihls price! . at lhls price!

- ONLY

310988 ~= *’“ 524988 FREE EVEN
SUMMER CLEARANCE EVENT T

STARTS EVERY
NIGHT AT 6:30 PM

TAR FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 256 - 737- 0800 OR
CH VISIT WWW.DAYSTARCHURCH.TV/KIDFEST2014

- \‘,—‘7
== =

NO'PAYMENTS UNTIL'OCTOBER
0% APR ON SELECT VEHICLES - 2 YEARS FREE MAINTENANCE ON ALL NEW VEHICLES

* Price after rebate. Must use dealer fivancing. 90 days o irst payment. With approved cret. 90 days to frst payment may reduce rebate of crtain vehicles

Located just off I-65 Exit 308 on Hwy 278 - 256-734-0721
300 Benchmark Way + Cullman, AL 35057 + www.cullmandodgechryslerin.com l I LMAN

L

Chrysier-Dode-Jeep-Ram

A Benchmark Automotive Group Dealership
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TOURISM

communi’ry improvement awards

Congratulations to the following companies that have been
selected as the Community Improvement award winners.
Thank you to these winners for their constant efforts in
helping to preserve, protect and promote the beauty of the
Cullman area. The next round of Community Improve-
ment nominations are due on September 15. Nomination
forms may be found online at www.cullmanchamber.org.
Please call 256-734-0454 or email info@cullmanchamber.
org for more information.

Best Landscaping — Small
DQ Grill & Chill

Best Landscaping - Large
Webb Wheel Aftermarket

Best Curb Appeal
Country Financial — Lee Powell

Best New Construction
Wallace State Community College
School of Nursing and Center for Science

Best Restoration
Cullman County Economic Development

Building a Sense of Community
Cullman County Master Gardener Association
Demonstration Garden

CULLMANSENSE.COM

July 7,2014

FARM Y’ALL

Dinner is served, y’all! The Chamber of Commerce’s annual
Farm to Fork Dinner, sponsored by Alabama Farm Credit,
will kick off this year’s Farm Yall Festival. The dinner will

Wallace State Community College’s
School of Nursing and Center for
Science. The nights entertainment
will be provided by Morrow and
Laura Doss. Come enjoy a three
course meal prepared by Mauricio
Papapietro, owner and chef of Brick &
Tin Restaurant, Bar and Bakery in Birmingham. The first
course includes a Cullman County heirloom tomato salad
with fresh peas and beans, sweet
Alabama <™ clll_lc;umbc?rs, basil and bal-
%?m 07”6 dl . samic. The main course consists
of braised pork shoulders and
slow roasted loin with zucchini,
squash, sweet peppers and

cherry tomato gre-
molata. For des-
sert, a Cullman
County peach cus-
tard parfait with

FARM FORK

FESTIVAL

shortbread cookies
will be served. For
more information
or to register, call
256-734-0454 or go
online to
farmyall.com.
Thanks to Alabama
Farm Credit for
sponsoring Farm
to Fork Dinner!

Gloria
Williams,

Agent *Life

*Motorcycles
*Boat

INSURANCE AGENCY

168 County Rd 1435 (Eva Rd), Cullman * 256-737-0011

Quit Searching

Fine
Promotional

Procdusts

@
L prome.cem

— Tl

FMW
Iy
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SMALL BUSINESS &
WORKFORGE SOLUTIONS

TARGET:
FARMER’S MARKET -
FESTHALLE MARKET

July 8,2014 11:30 AM
209 1st Avenue Northeast,

Cullman, AL 35055

OYELTEK

Business Technology Solutions
Professional Service  Certified Technicians

Budget Friendly Proven Sucess
Instant Support Worldwide Presence

SERVICE AREAS

Birmingham, AL lasper, AL
Florence, AL Russellville, AL
Huntsville, AL Athens, AL
Tuscaloosa, AL Anniston, AL
Cullman, AL Mashville, TH
Decatur, AL Chattanooga, TH
Guntersville, AL Tupelo, MS
SERVICES

- Business IT Solutions - Remote Support - Managed Services -
- Web Development - E-Commerce - IT Statfing -

1618 Town Square 5. W
Cullman, AL 35055
#am. -5 pam.

www.yeltek.com 256-T37-9655
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JULY SMALL BUSINESS OF THE MONTH

DQ GRILL & CHILL CULLMAN
410 2nd Ave NW
Cullman, AL 35055
256.734.8353

CULLMAN AREA

SPONSORED BY: . ®‘
&

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
& VISITOR CENTER

l‘;“ At ERA we take great pride in our

- . agents. Great people working together
to ensure we go above and beyond the

l{ A necessary to guarantes our worke We
4 treasure the opportunity to help our cli-
entscomplete the dream. As owners we
A L W A Y S give you our word: hard work, dedica-
! ' | tion is what we will deliver. All of us at
ERA Waldrop Real Estate are absolutely

dedicated to your real estate needs”
- Tommy and Terri Waldrop

EVERYTHING IS FREE & CONFIDENTIAL!

-Pregnancy Tests

-Limited Ultrasound 'P:rs _l,

-Referrals to OB/GYN & Community Resources

-Material Aid for Parents & Children So\,rce
-Adoption Support & Counseling W
-Earn-While-You-Learn Parenting Classes 'FO( omén

-Ongoing Prenatal & Parenting Support
-Father Mentoring Program

Tuesday-Friday

-Group Classes ) ]
-Mommy & Me Time/Daddy & Me Time Classes 9:30-2:30 (256.)352'5683
-Sexual Integrity/Abstinence Classes 203 Commercial Street SE

-One-on-one Counseling Hanceville, AL

Steven T. Murphree DVM
Dana H. Kessler, DVM
Tara Bonds, DVM

1636 Main Avenue S.W.
-..,-Eyé' klﬂiﬁ“f Cullman, AL 35055
HOSPITAL, PC. Office: 256-734-2181
(bt i ses Auaeey se1) Buais o |
RS RS SRS Monday - Saturday
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Summer Samplers in the Breezewag

The Chamber of Commerce’s breezeway was alive with mu-
sic, food and beverage samples on Thursday, June 5 from
5:30-7 p.m. The third annual Summer Samplers in the
Breezeway included 15 local restaurants and beverage ven-
dors that served samples to over 100 attendees. The musical
stylings of the band Old Spice kept the atmosphere light and
carefree. Summer Samplers is part of the Chamber’s Busi-
ness After Hours program, a quarterly affair in which the
Chamber hosts networking events for members and future
members. The event was sponsored by HH Technologies,
who provided the giveaway prize of a large industrial sized
PolarCool fan, a $1,200 value, to one lucky attendee at the
end of the night!

ED WHITE
Jewelera

Seruing Culiman since 1560/

Coime see s

1704 2nd Avenue N.W.
Cullman, AL
256-T34-3661

Like us on Faceboolk!
Ed White Jewelers

Looking to purchase or

refinance your home?

Call the professionals at
Consumer First Mortgage!

Ask how you may can save money with our
Homes for Heroes program.

(256) 734-6012 =)

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

MortgagesInCullman.com  NMLS #55278

Consumer First Mortgage, Inc.
818

A MORTGAGE LENDING FIRM

Vendors not only served
food and beverages, but
also decorated their
tables to resemble their #
restaurant’s own décor.
Participating restau- %
rants included: The All
Steak, Alamitos Mexican
Restaurant, the Cullman
Brewer’s Guild, Brown & Co., Busy Bee, Cabin Fever Bev-
erages, Carlton’s Italian Restaurant, Chick-fil-A, China Gar-
den, DQ Grill & Chill, Grumpy’s Italian Grill,

Guthries, Johnny’s Bar-B-Q, Lombardo’s Pasta Bar and The
Spot Beverages.

Be One of Us

\X/ALLACE STAT F,

A N CE VI L L E

Priority Registration
" begins July 14
\ for Fall Semester

2014 4,

PRIORITY peg
FALL g1 pssrg

SCHEDLE

ISTRATION BEGys
J
BEGN ‘UGUST ULy 14

REGISTER Topay)

BE ONE OF Us.

256.352 800

786635097
W wallacgs, te.ady

Classes start
August 14

Thank you to our 2013-2014
Agri-Business Committee Sponsor!

Cullman County Farmers Federation

307 Main Avenue, Cullman, AL 256-734-4660
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Sponsored by:
.

JULY16 89AM s

- o Highl Technicalg
Chamber Buzldmg Commons Room e it 1

BISCUITS £
&BUSINESS

SPONSORED BY:

AUGUST 5 wfieso

8;@@ AM. s 9:00 AM. of ALABAMA.

IN GOD WE TRUST

Come to our Chamber morning events!
The Chamber’s Morning Blend is a monthly event that takes
place here at the Chamber. There isn't a set topic, so come
enjoy a cup of coffee & great conversation!

Biscuits & Business will be held at Peoples Bank, come en-
joy biscuits and learn about Small Business Loans!

108 Clark Street NE
Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-1540

The Added Touch Too

www.facebook.com/ftheaddedtouchtoo

Own at Smlth Lake RV & Cabin Resort
PHASE II - NOW OPEN!

*Two Saltwater Pools & Clubhouse
* Boat Launch & Slips * Swim Platform i
* Lakeside Pavilion, Waterfall & Boardwalk L~} ‘ H!IIIHH MI
* Stocked Fishing Ponds
* Laundry * Bath/Showers/ Safe House

On-site Resort Model Open Daily

AL Bt =
Oversized RV Lots - Stained & Stamped

Large RVLo; and BmuZ/ul/;
Concrete Pads & Patios; Upgrades: appointed Resort Cabins
Storage/Guest House, Decks, Pergolas I
256 709 1 820 S MJTI_M AKE Private Community!
. . Ownership Has Its Benefits!
300 County Road 202~ RV & CABIN RESORT P

Financing Available

Crane Hill, AL 35053 www.SmithLakeRVResort.com
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Community Luncheon

On June 27, the Cullman Chamber’s monthly Community
Luncheon took place at the All Steak restaurant from 11:30
a.m. - 1 p.m. Special guest speaker Armand DeKeyser, ex-
ecutive director of the Alabama Humanities Foundation,
spoke about the AHF and opportunities in this area. De-
Keyser is a representative of the Smithsonian Institution
traveling exhibition called “The Way We Worked”, which
conveys the history of the American workforce in a cap-
tivating way. This exhibition will contain archival images,
compelling videos and fascinating interviews to supple-
ment the presentation. It will also be touring only six cities
and will be coming to Cullman in February 2015. It traces
the many changes that have affected the work-
force and work environments over the past 150
years, including the growth of manufacturing
and increasing use of technology.

July’s Community Luncheon...

Dr. Craig Ross, newly appointed Superintendent of the
Cullman County Schools will be speaking at July’s Commu-
nity Luncheon. Help us welcome Dr. Ross to the Cullman
community!

July’s luncheon is sponsored by The Cullman Times

and presented by Mickey Parrish State Farm Insurance &
Financial Services.

The 2014 Community Luncheon is presented by:

State Farm Insurance
& Financial Services

MickeyParish.com

STATE FAKME

S

ISR AN

256-734-4640

s _ Cullman County Leadership Ap-
\ plications are due July 31st. This
is a great way to learn about the
community you live in as well
as attain leadership skills. This
course consist of eight monthly
day long meetings. The class will ex-
amine a different issue such as education, local govern-
ment, state government, health care, economic devel-
opment, human sevices, criminal justice, agriculture,
and quality of life.

Medical Weight Loss

1-256-739-4010
1208 Cullman Shopping Center N'W
Cullman, AL 35055

cul@mdwls.com
www.mdwls.com

FB: Healthogenics

Orver 30,000 Sucessful Patients
Results Guaranteed: 2 to 5 Ibs per week
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2ND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH

SHOP DOWNTOWN CULLMAN
EXTENDED HOURS | STORE DISCOUNTS
RESTAURANT SPECIALS | LIVE MUSIC!

Thanks to our Hoppers’ & Shoppers’ drawing sponsors!

HOPPER’S

- The All Steak Restaurant - $50 Gift certificate
SHOPPER’S

- Smith Lake Park

- Smith Lake Paddle Board

- The Angler Seafood House

~—
°® 2014-15 Cullman Area CoC TRC B$C
IChamber

Connectina Your Business To Your Futbure

-TRC is right around the corner! If you would like
to volunteer for our sponsorship drive please
contact mfromhold@cullmanchamber.org.

-Businesses this is your opportunity to network
with other businesses in the community!

-Loved the sponsorship from this year? Volunteers
will be contacting you soon to renew!

_h
cullman

opening doors >> building hope

Come, worship with us

Sunday mornings
8:00 & 10:30

Kevin Wilburn, Pastor

CULLMANSENSE.COM
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Hops & Shops

One of the most anticipated events of the month wrapped
up its second session, and Cullmanites and visitors alike are
loving every minute of it. Hops & Shops is a monthly event
that brings the Central Business District of downtown Cull-
man to life. This event is for the food aficionados, the beer
lovers, the shop until you drop crowd, and those who just
want to go out and have a good time. Hops & Shops is the

ers extending their shopping hours and g
offering discounts and specials, and ¢
restaurants with live music, delicious
deals and craft beverages.

This event is a happening again on July 10,
2014 from 4-9 p.m. July’s feature brewery is
Yellowhammer Brewery out of Huntsville. Pre-registration
is encouraged as there are limited tickets available. Each
month offers a bevy of prizes as well. This Hops & Shops
will feature a shopper’s drawing happening at 8:15 p.m. at
Better than Before Consignments. The winner of this draw-
ing will take home a Smith Lake Package, which consists
of a two-night cabin stay at Smith Lake Park, one paddle
board lesson for two, and a meal for two at The Angler Sea-
food House. The hopper’s drawing will be held at the All
Steak restaurant at 9 p.m., and the winner of this drawing
will receive a $50 gift certificate to All Steak. Don’t miss out
on this exciting event! Call 256-734-0454 or email info@
cullmanchamber.org to sign up today!

CULLMAN
EDICAL
=  CENTER

EST. 1933

Stay Connected with CRMC —
Facebook (1| Tube

-

Visit us online & sign-up for the
CRMC eNewsletter

1912 Alabama Highway 157, Cullman, AL 35058 ¢ www.crmchospital.com
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Editorial Cartoons

SOMETHING
| SAID2Z

& Tom Faleo (Momversation. com

caglecartoons.com ©Taylor Jones - all rights reserved.

HOW ARE
WE DOING?

Tell us what we're
doing right and how
we can do better.

F-mail feedback@cullmansense.com

or Call 256-297-1847

CULLMANSENSE

Community Matters
Publisher Editor Address Back Issues
Noah Chandler Dustin Isom 412 1st Ave. issues@
SE, Ste. 103, cullmansense.
Sports Newsroom Cullman, AL com
Josh McBrayer Editor 35055
Johnny Thornton Natalie Bonner Local

Contributors

Chelsea Sparks

Entertainment Phillip Pryor
Dillon Lee Tips Allison Robertson
Kate Mullaney news@ Visit Summer Crook

cullmansense. cullmanstore. Grace Russell

Cartoonist com or com for our full Allison Boyd
Anthony Saint 256-297-1847 digital archives. Sage Overton

OPINION

THE LESSON CONGRESS SHOULD

LEARN FROM THE VA SCANDAL

Lee H. Hamilton
Contributor

ike other federal scan-

dals before it, the mess

involving VA hospitals
has followed a well-trod path.
First comes the revelation of
misdoing. Then comes the re-
action: a shocked public, an
administration on the defen-
sive, grandstanding members
of Congress. Finally, major
reform bills get introduced,
debated, then put aside when
the heat dies down, or the tar-
get agency gets more money
thrown at the problem.

With the VA, we’re at the
reform part of the cycle. The
House and Senate have each
passed their own legislation to
fix the VA’s health system, in-
cluding a massive infusion of
money — at least $50 billion
a year — to allow veterans to
seek private health care. Fis-
cal watchdogs are crying foul,
and the measures have ignited
a furious debate over whether
Congress should cut other pro-
grams. In its rush to address
public outrage, Congress is
proposing dramatic changes
that could have benefited from
more thorough consideration.

The irony is that this need
not have happened — not with
the VA, nor with the IRS or

OPINION

FEMA, or any of the other
cases in recent years where the
federal bureaucracy proved to
be dysfunctional and Congress
rushed in with a half-baked fix.
Mostly what is needed is for
Congress to do its job properly
in the first place.

This means exercising its
oversight responsibilities and
catching problems before they
mushroom.

Diligent oversight can re-
pair unresponsive bureaucra-
cies, expose misconduct, and
help agencies and departments
become more effective. A lot
of federal employees are do-
ing good work, including at the
VA; Congress needs to encour-
age that work while ridding the
government of shoddy practic-
es.

To do this, it first needs to
know what’s happening. Each
committee and subcommittee
with oversight responsibility
should be keeping track — on a
close, even intimate basis — of
the department and agencies in
its purview.

Performance, budget, per-
sonnel, management challeng-
es, major and minor problems:
members of Congress ought to
be experts on them all. They
should also listen carefully to
their constituents and interest

groups focused on the perfor-

mance of a particular agency,
which are often in a position
to give Congress valuable in-
formation. Understanding the
facts, working cooperatively
with the federal agency, and
anticipating problems is a far
more useful approach than
Congress’s usual pattern of
throwing up its hands at a scan-
dal and blaming everyone else
for the problem. The crush
of demand for VA services in
the wake of two wars was eas-
ily foreseeable. Had Congress
been on its toes, it could have
reacted to it.

Congress must also get se-
rious about reforming the fed-
eral bureaucracy. It needs to
be careful not to indulge in bu-
reaucrat-bashing, but federal
managers do need more flex-
ibility with personnel systems
than they currently enjoy.

Federal employees deserve
to feel they’re being listened
to, respected, and treated fair-
ly, but management also must
have flexibility to hire and fire,
and to handle personnel prob-
lems proactively.

Congress also has to insist
that these agencies are train-
ing, recruiting and retaining
the necessary talent.

These are immense agen-
The VA is the nation’s
largest health-care system. In

cies.
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2012, it dealt with 83.6 million
outpatient visits. Its proposed
budget for 2015 is $164 bil-
lion, and it employs more than
300,000 people. This is work
on a scale most of us can barely
imagine. Mistakes are bound to
happen.

This may be an argument for
thoroughgoing administrative
reform, but it is also a fact Con-
gress can’t ignore: if it wants
federal agencies to work better,
it has to work tirelessly to un-
derstand problems and address
them before they explode. Does
the agency have adequate re-
sources? How can it control
bloat and tighten the gap be-
tween the people at the top and
people on the front line? Are
there problems that need ad-
dressing right now? Congress
cannot eliminate politics from
this oversight process, but poli-
tics should not drive the whole
oversight enterprise.

The point is that many fail-
ures of the federal bureaucracy
can be avoided with robust
congressional oversight. It’s a
crucial part of improving the
performance of government,
and Congress has a duty to get
ahead of problems, not lag con-
stantly behind. Unless it’s will-
ing to accept its responsibility
for diligent oversight, the next
scandal is only a matter of time.

Eliminating War to Eradicate Polio: Rotary International’s Next Challenge?

Robert Dodge, MD
PeaceVoice

olio, once a global

scourge, was on the
verge of eradication
in 2012. Since that time, it has
reemerged as a global public
health emergency according
to the World Health Organiza-
tion. Why has it now spread
from its final strongholds in
Nigeria, Afghanistan, and Paki-
stan to at least 10 countries
spanning Asia, Africa and the
Middle East? It is not because
of changes in the virus or inef-
fective vaccines. The answer is
war, and as we all know, “truth
is the first casualty of war.”

The Taliban claims that im-
munizations can cause infer-
tility or worse, and violently
obstructs the polio vaccinators
while vilifying them as part of a
U.S. plot.

Indeed, in years past, the
U.S. CIA did a great disservice
when it disguised its officers
as polio vaccine workers in ef-
forts to capture Bin Laden, giv-
ing fuel to the Taliban’s false
claims and violence.

Efforts to reclaim the mo-
mentum in eradicating polio
will require a renewed global
effort, and ultimately the elim-

ination of war itself. In our
ever shrinking world, it is only
a matter of time before we see
this scenario play out with a
resurgence of polio in the U.S.
and West as more and more
young families avoid vaccinat-
ing their children against polio
thinking it is a disease of gen-
erations past and in some cases
a disease they have never heard
of.

Both war and polio should
be eliminated and we can do
both. It will take unprece-
dented collaboration amongst
humans across national and
cultural lines, and will involve
many organizations and asso-
ciations.

There may be no organiza-
tion in the world better suited
to take on some aspects of the
challenge than Rotary Inter-
national, with its longstand-
ing mission of peace and peace
building, and a dedicated mem-
bership of 1.2 million Rotarians
joined together in service work
though Rotary clubs in 220
countries of the world includ-
ing China and Russia

In our nuclear-armed, po-
lio-infected world, President
that

“mankind must put an end to

Kennedy’s statement

war or war will put an end to

mankind” remains true today.

We must not be naive in this
effort. Self-defense and inter-
national peacekeeping will al-
ways be needed, but violence is
quickly becoming maladaptive.
Peacekeeping and preventing
war is much harder than fight-
ing war but the outcomes ben-
efit everyone.

There will always be con-
flict - it is the tools of resolving
conflict without war that must
become the cultural norms.
These are tools that already
exist and that have been used
to resolve every conflict that
has ever been fought. These in-
clude:

1. Diplomacy, 2. Coopera-
tion and collaboration on in-
ternational programs like polio
eradication, 3. Appropriate for-
eign aid emphasizing the meet-
ing of essential human needs of
food, water, shelter, education,
health care and a healthy envi-
ronment and, finally 4. Adher-
ence to international law, not
unilateral action.

We must abandon unexam-
ined assumptions, e.g., that war
will always exist, that we can
continue to wage war and sur-
vive, and that we are separate
and not connected.

When we awaken to the re-

ality of interconnectedness we
see that polio cannot be eradi-
cated without ending war.

As a ground-up organiza-
tion, Rotary International has
had a university-level peace
fellows program for more than
10 years pursuing understand-
ing and international peace
building.

Individual Rotarians joined
together to form a growing and
active Rotarian Action Group
for Peace in 2012.

Eliminating nuclear weap-
ons is an important step in this
process.

The Rotary Action Group
for Peace has collaborated with
the Nobel Peace Prize group
Physicians for Social Respon-
sibility and their international
affiliate International Physi-
cians for the Prevention of
Nuclear War to educate on the
humanitarian  consequences
of even a very limited nuclear
war.

This has resulted in devel-
oping an international physi-
cian Rotary speaker’s bureau
of 79 physicians in 21 countries
speaking and engaging Rotary
clubs the world over.

This type of remarkable col-
laboration may be just the pre-
scription for our very survival.
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» Adrian Scott, program director for WSCC’s visual communications
program, noticed that he had an affinity for drawing in kindergarten.

LOCAL ARTIST AND TEACHER
SHARES HIS PASSION FOR
CREATING WORKS OF ART

Chelsea Sparks

chelsea@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - We have many
talented local artists of most
every form here in Cullman.
One artist, Adrian Scott, not
only shares his artwork, but he
has devoted his life to teaching
others as well.

Scott, 44, now a respect-
ed professional, remembers
when he discovered that he
had a knack for drawing as a
child.

“I remember having a
knack for drawing way back
even in kindergarten,” Scott
said.

“I can recall my kindergar-
ten teachers noticing and re-
marking on my scribbles. Lat-
er in elementary and middle
school, my various art efforts
continued to get attention so I
guess I just stuck with it.”

Scott has been teaching
at Wallace State Community
College for several years now,
starting in 1994 after receiv-
ing his bachelor’s degree in art
education.

While working towards his
master’s degree, Scott worked
full-time as a graphic de-

signer in Hanceville and Cull-
man from 2002 to 2004. He
returned to Wallace around
2005 and has been teaching
others about his passion ever
since.

“Well I count myself for-
tunate every day that I’'m able
to earn a living with art, but
as the program director for
WSCC’s visual communica-
tions program, I really greatly
enjoy and take pride in the
facilitation and upkeep of our
graphics lab,” he said.

Adrian spoke about his cur-
rent artwork and what has in-
spired some of his latest works
personally.

“I think of myself as a mul-

timedia artist as I use a variety
of digital and traditional art
making processes,” Scott said.
“I enjoy shredding and incor-
porating everyday food and
product packaging as assem-
blage and sculptural materi-
als.”
He went on to say that the
iconic imagery and history of
Alabama and our culture has
influenced much of his work
as well.

“I find that my artwork to-
day largely is a mythologiza-

tion and thematic exploration
of the rich and potent visual
iconography and history of our
home state Alabama, but I also
have long been influenced by
comics, anime, science, con-
sumerism, and questions of
sustainability.”

As an artist, program direc-
tor and teacher, Scott is always
proud to help any event that
promotes art education. That
is why he is very excited about
the 5th annual Mud Creek Arts
and Crafts Festival in Hancev-
ille, Ala.

“I’'mlooking forward to this
October’s Mud Creek Arts and
Crafts Festival,” Scott said.
“I’ve assisted with the festi-
val’s community art exhibition
since its beginning and love
the fact that the event pro-
ceeds benefit school art pro-
grams.”

Scott is an extraordinary
example of someone who gives
back to the community he
loves. His continued efforts
with the Mud Creek Festival
help to ensure that children
still have art in their educa-

tion.
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Green Pieces’

I wish |
was spending
4th of July
with my family...

by Drew Aquilina
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Follow us on Twitter
@CullmanSense

Lila

Pets of the Week

Hello! My name is Lila,
and | am about 7 years
old. I am believed to be
a German Shepherd and
currently weigh 64 Ibs.

| am a stray, and | am
available for adoption
now. | am full of life and |
love to play. | am ready for
my new forever home and
family.

ADOPT THESE PETS TODAY

Both of these dogs have an adoption
fee of $90 that will include their gen-
eral exam at the Vet, vaccines, wormer,

rabies shot, microchip, spay/neuter,
and free 45 days of pet health insur-
ance. Pet Depot will give you a bag of

Brutus

Hello! My name is Brutus,
and | am about 6 years
old. | am believed to be

a Rottweiler/German
Shepherd, and | currently
weigh 110 lbs.

| am spirited and enjoy
company. I'm ready for
my new forever compan-
ion and best friend.

food (you pay taxes) as their way of

supporting adoption.

If you know the owner of either dog

or if you are interested in adopting one
of the dogs, please call 256-734-5448
or come by the Animal Shelter.
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Dirty (from Front)

Stony Lonesome OHV Park,
the way to relax is to get down
and dirty.

Stony OHV
hosted its 2nd Annual “Dirt
Therapy Day”. A day entirely

Lonesome

devoted to getting absolutely
filthy. Adults and kids alike
were invited to come roll in the
mud and have some fun. The
park’s manager, Mary Paden,
was thrilled to be having this
day again for everyone to en-
joy.

“Dirt Therapy is just a re-
ally fun day in the park,” Paden
said.

“We do a lot of mudding,
and if it’s hot and dusty like
today, then we make mud. It’s

just a time for everyone to play
in the mud and have fun.”

The event was started when
Paden and her co-workers no-
ticed a trend with their cus-
tomers.

“Well we noticed that when
people would come out for
regular riding days and it had
rained, if there was one mud
puddle, everybody would go
through it,” Paden said with a
laugh. “Because they just love
the mud.”

The day was not just for rid-
ers, however, there were many
games for those on foot as well.
through the
mud, tug-of-war, and the ev-

Foot races

er-popular mudslide were all

Cyclists (from Front)

their families. However, this
idea didn’t materialize into
something achievable until
last summer in 2013.

Draper had to find a group
of people physically capable
and experienced enough to
make the journey, and people
who could take off work to bi-
cycle across America: pretty
specific criteria.

She contacted Hope for the
Warriors and got the ball roll-
ing.

Unfortunately, getting
sponsors and funding for their
journey was difficult, “I just
stopped calling eventually,”

Draper said, “I was just tired
of being told no.” But despite
the financial difficulties, she
and her team were able to
overcome and began preparing
themselves for a monumental
overtaking.

Draper was inspired to do
this and she says it’s the pos-
sibility that they’re inspiring
people around America that
fuels her each morning, “Hope
is just a four letter word that
I believe in,” she said as she
smiled.

The eight cyclists left the
sandy beaches of Malibu and
headed on towards the east.

popular events.

The monthly “Night Ride”
also took place this day to give
riders a chance to keep the fun
going until 11 p.m.

“We also have what we
call a Night Ride,” said Paden.
“Where riders can come ride
until 11 and we just decided
to combine that with our dirt
therapy day, and since we don’t
have a pool or lake for the July
4th weekend, we decided to
have mud.”

Prizes were given away for
the events throughout the day.

A special prize was given
to one of the event’s most
talked about competitions, the
“Womanless Beauty Pageant.”

They travel at an average of
100 miles-per-day, with their
longest day being 160 miles,
and their lowest day being 58
miles, “but that was through
the Rocky Mountains,” Tracy
assured.

These incredible people be-
lieve, “The challenges that our
warriors face are more than we
can understand,” the team’s
website states.

“Our team’s desire is to give
them a hope for the future,
fulfilled dreams, and restored
lives.”

The team biked through
Cullman, Ala. on Thursday,

In this event, men get
in touch with their femi-
nine side and learn to
walk, at least a few feet,
in a woman’s shoes.

Last year, the event
drew in approximately
527 people.

This year seemed to
follow that trend with
crowds of people pour-
ing in for admission.

The

was one of laughter and

environment

good ole-fashioned, rau-

cous fun. If you missed
this year’s event, like
Stony Lonesome OHV
Park on Facebook to
learn of future events.

July 3 and had lunch at Wen-
dy’s on Highway 157 before
spending the night at a local
Days Inn.

They then biked to Oxford,
Ala. where they participated in
a Fourth of July parade.

Tracy said that for the most
part, the team goes through
towns rather quietly and no
one really notices.

But, she mentioned that
in Kansas, they had police es-
corts and hundreds of people
came out and lined the streets
for them.

The cyclists have biked
through some of America’s

most incredible areas on their
trip.

They’ve ridden by the
Grand Canyon, Mesa Verde,
and even the U.S. Air Force
Academy.

The team sleeps wherever
they can and try not to go to
hotels, but will if that is the
last option.

They’ve stayed in churches,
community centers, with the
Navajo Indians, in YMCAs, in-
dividual homes of people with
whom they’ve made connec-
tions, and even a museum.
that
nothing catastrophic had hap-

Draper mentioned
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» The idea of Dirt Therapy Day was created when
Stony Lonesome OHV Park manager, Mary Paden,
and co-workers observed people's tendency to
gravitate towards mud puddles after rain.

pened along the way and that
everything was going accord-
ing to plan. She even added
that they’d had only a single
day of rain the entire way.
While the team is long
gone from Cullman, you can
keep track of them by GPS
through their website, www.
RideAcrossUSA.com,
find out more info about each

and

individual cyclist.

Also, if you would like to
donate or just learn more
about the Hope for the War-
riors foundation, all that and
more is available at www.

HopeForTheWarriors.org.

- ¥ |
Mike Rainey increased.drug-arrests-by 35'52:

SHERIFF

Cullman County
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2014 GMC SIERRA  NO INTEREST FOR
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