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FEELING FROGGY

BELOVED LOCAL ELEMENTARY TEACHER AND MUSICIAN TIM CLEMMONS
INSPIRES CHILDREN FOR DECADES WITH "THE FROG SONG"

Sharon Schuler Kreps

sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - Tim Clemmons
is the music teacher for both
East and West Elementary
schools. Back in the ‘80s he
created a song that has fol-
lowed him around ever since.

SMALL CHILDREN REACH LARGE GOAL

N\RS STIDHAN\ S KINDERGARTEN CLASS COLLECTS l ,003 BOX TOPS TO WIN CONTEST - Pé

The melody in question is
called "The Frog Song” and ev-
ery student who has attended
either elementary school will
instantly remember the catchy
song, as well as the man who
allowed them to be creative.
“I'm actually on my 35th
year as a music teacher as of

this past February,” Clemmons
grinned. “I’ve been teaching at
East and West Elementary all
that time except for two years,
which I spent in Germany
where I taught over there.”
Due to the amount of time

P3

spent teaching

Cullman’s el-

AGRIPLEX
HOLDS
DINNER
AND SILENT
AUCTION
TO RAISE
FUNDS

Chelsea Sparks

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE
Many of Clemmons'

compositions can be
heard on popular
television shows.

chelsea@cullmasense.com

CULLMAN - The North
Alabama Agriplex is a magical
place where children learn,
play and grow as they explore
their natural world. Farm Kid’s

Mrs. Stidham’s "Pony Class" celebrates winning the school's Box Tops contest.
The class will vote on what the money raised will be used for.

VICTIM SERVICES SERVES HOMELESS

COMMUNITY AND DOMESTIC VIOLEN(E VICTIMS

Chelsea Sparks
chelsea@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - When you think
of Victim Services of Cullman
(VSOC), you probably know
that their prime objective is to
help rehabilitate and protect
those that are victims of
domestic violence. Their role
in our community, however,
than
what you might think with

reaches even more
their services to those in the
homeless population, which

often goes hand-in-hand with

domestic violence.

VSoC is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization
funded by the United Way of
Cullman County, grants and
community contributions.
They work through a variety
of programs to educate, raise
awareness and help those who
are going through one of the
most difficult points in their
lives. According to Donna
Jacobs, executive director of
Victim Services, they also do a
lot of work with the homeless
population at large in the area.

“We  belong to
Alabama Rural Coahtlon on
Homelessness,” said Jacobs.
“And we do try to keep up with
the homeless population in
Cullman. Basically we have
all the problems of a larger
city; they are just not as
obvious. It would be unusual
to see someone laying on the
sidewalk panhandling here,
but we do have a homeless
population.”

Jacobs went on to say
that while the
economy is P3

Club, Heritage Skills, Living
Landscapes and the Heritage
Homeschool Program are just
a few of the classes taught at
the Agriplex.

“It started as a vision,”
Rachel Dawsey, coordinator
for the Agriplex said. “A long
time ago, two men were sitting
at the Cullman County Fair,
and they were chatting as
Lion’s Club Members like
to do. They were sitting in
front of the produce and
exhibits,
they said that Cullman really

agriculture and
needs a museum for Cullman
because Cullman is number
one in agriculture in the state
and because we have a great
heritage that people need to
know about.”

Dawsey went on to say that
the two men of
whom she was Pé

CANCER
SURVIVOR
TO SPEAK
AT COMMON
READ EVENT

Gail Crutchfield
WSCC Contributor

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

HANCEVILLE — Wallace
State Community College’s

PN

Common Read committee will
join forces with the American
Cancer Society’s Relay For
Life of Cullman County when
they hold a March 25 event at
the Hanceville campus.

“The Fault in Our Stars” by
John Green is the book used

2014- Pé

Common

VICTIM SERVICES OF CULLMAN
Victim Services of
Cullman helps those
that are affected by
domestic violence and for the
the homeless population. 2015
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AMERICAN RED CROSS OF CULLMAN HOSTS
OPEN HOUSE TO SHOWCASE NEW FACILITY

Sharon Schuler Kreps
shoron@cu”monsense.com

CULLMAN - The American
Red Cross of Cullman County
hosted an open house last
Thursday. People from all over
Cullman came to see what our
local Red Cross has been up to.
Many local volunteers were on
site to meet, greet and show
everyone around.

“This is a brand new facil-
ity; our other facility got hit in

the 2011 tornadoes,” said Jen-

nifer Parker, Red Cross Board
Member.

“In this new building, we
can comfortably accommo-
date 250 people. There is a full
kitchen upstairs, as well as a
smaller kitchen down here.
There is a storage area where
we keep all the extras, in case
of emergencies. It’s great to
have everything here onsite. If
something were to happen, we
can easily load the supplies up
and go.”

Our Local Red Cross Chap-

ter’s staff and volunteers pro-
vide the following services
through Disaster Response,
Health & Safety training, Ser-
vice to the Armed Forces and
Project SHARE to citizens of
Cullman, Blount and Winston
Counties.

Representatives from each
service were on hand to ex-
plain in detail what they do.

The American Red Cross
provides a wealth of help for
those in need, especially dur-
ing times of emergencies such

as the tornado outbreak in
2011. Volunteers are always
needed.

For information on be-
coming a Red Cross vol-
unteer, visit RedCross.org.
Follow them on Facebook at
Facebook.com/CullWinBl.

The American Red Cross
of Cullman is located in the
lower level of The Beech
Center at 1803 Beech Av-
enue Southeast, Cullman, AL
35055.

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

The Red Cross' new building can
comfortably accommodate 250 people.

CULLMAN CIVITAN CLUB'S SPAGHETTI DINNER AND
SILENT AUCTION BENEFITS LOCAL CHARITY

Sharon Schuler Kreps

shoron@cuﬂmonsense.com

CULLMAN - The Cullman
Civitan Club held their An-
nual Spaghetti Dinner and
Silent Auction on Friday at
St. Andrew’s United Method-
ist Church Fellowship Hall.
Spaghetti, fresh salad, garlic
bread and homemade desserts
were served. The Civitans did
things a little different this
year and allowed local busi-
nesses to purchase spaghetti
lunches for delivery.

“This is our annual fund-
raiser that we do - it’s one that
always does well,” said Amy
Higdon, Cullman Civitan Club
president.

“We’ve been here all day -
We did deliveries to area busi-
nesses and then we have the
eat-in or carry-out this eve-
ning.”

The Cullman Civitan Club
is dedicated to helping people
in the community. The civi-
tans help wherever the need
arises.

The mission of Civitan
Club is to provide a volunteer
association of clubs to identify
and meet community needs
with emphasis on helping peo-
ple with mental and develop-
mental disabilities.

“The money we make here
today will go to the sensory
trail out at H.O.P.E. (Horses
Offering People Encourage-
ment) that we are sponsor-
ing,” Higdon explained.

“We also do a lot of things
with a group home here in
town,” she said as she smiled
at a table full of young men
from the home enjoying their
spaghetti.

“Any time you are doing a
service project, it takes mon-

Agriplex (from Front)

speaking was her grandfather,
Chester Freeman, and James
Hutchison who started to
share their vision.

They began to look around
at other museums that were
similar to what they wanted to
do.

After many committees and
meetings later, the board of
the North Alabama Agriplex
was formed by legislation in
the year 2000.

“The reason we are here
tonight is to raise money for

our programs,” Dawsey said.

that

the benefits of agriculture

“Programs recognize
in Cullman County. Our two
started
right away after that,

founding members
and
started with Touring Farms for
Kids, and this was in the year
of 2001, making this our 15th
anniversary.”

A full house showed up to
the event to show their support
for the programs and take part
in the Agriplex community.

Many local shops and
artisans donated items and
gift

certificates, garden

2

ey,” smiled Civitan Governor
Julia Floyd of Alabama Dis-
trict North.

“The spaghetti supper to-
night goes to fund projects
that help people with mental
and developmental disabili-
ties.”

“One of the district’s big-
gest fundraisers is selling vi-
said Walt Floyd,
civitan governor-elect for Ala-
bama District North.

“We start taking orders
now; the cost is $10 for a 10 1b
bag. So all the clubs in the dis-
trict start selling onions and

dalia onions,”

the money raised will be used
for the clubs in whatever they
need.”

This year’s annual spaghet-
ti dinner was delicious and the
silent auction had a variety of
great items available for bid-
ding.

The event raised much

supplies, paintings and baked
goods, which were just a few
of the items available. After
the auction, a wonderful meal
of homegrown foods was
presented.
“Iwanttothankoursponsor
tonight TriGreen Equipment
who offset our costs and also
our food donors,” Dawsey said.
“All of our greens for the
salads came from Gratitude
Farms and we have Cullman
grown chicken donated by
Melton. Our
BBQ was prepared by Freddie

Ronnie pork

[

Attendees browse items available for auction at St.
Andrew’s United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall.

needed funds for the Civitan
Club to fulfill their
in the
more

role
community. For

information  about

with
collards from Moe’s Original

Day, southern grown
BBQ. Kress Farms donated our
wonderful sweet potatoes, and
the meal is topped off with a
fresh apple cake from Steele
Orchard.”

In addition to the many
the
Agriplex works hard making a

educational programs,
difference with their Food for
Life program that allows for
Americorp Vistas to serve.

“I am here through a grant
the Agriplex got from the
Americorps VISTA,” Kaitlyn

the Cullman Civitan Club,
their
CullmanCivitan.com
ALDistrictNorth.com.

visit websites  at

and

Parks said.

“I am here for a year of
service. I work on grant
writing for the Agriplex
through the Food for Life

Program. That is our effort

to provide supplementary
science education in the
community, feeding  the

hungry, and changing the food
insecurity in the area through
education.”

Since August of last year,

the VISTA workers have
collected and distributed
approximately 14,000

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

pounds of food and 42,000
servings to those in need in
the community. According to
Dawsey, it is the organization’s
hope to raise enough money
through this
keep the education and love of

fundraiser to

nature going.

More information on the
North
and

Alabama
their
be found by visiting their

Agriplex
programs can
Facebook at Facebook.com/
NorthAlabamaAgriplex or on
their website Agriplex.org.
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A FEW HOURS OF YOUR LIFE MIGHT JUST SAVE IT

WINDELL TURNER, CANCER SURVIVOR, URGES OTHERS TO GET TESTED DURING COLON CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

Chelsea Sparks

che|seo@cu\|monsensecom

CULLMAN - There are many
different kinds

that medicine has no way to

of cancer

catch early with tests, but
the second leading cause of
cancer-related death does.
March is

Awareness Month, and one

Colon Cancer
of Cullman’s own residents,
Windell Turner, has a message
for everyone.

Turner, who is now in
remission from colon cancer,
spoke of his journey about
hearing the news that no one
ever wants to receive.

“I had several issues going
on,” Turner said. “It all started
out with us thinking it was
my gallbladder. I was in a lot

of pain and was nauseated all

the time. So I had surgery to
have it removed, and felt great
after, but a week or so later I
was back to having the same
symptoms. My doctor then
decided I needed to have a
colonoscopy done.”

According to Turner, when
the doctor asked how long it
had been since the 52-year-
old male had undergone the
procedure, he reported that it
had been several years.

“So I went and had my
colonoscopy done with Dr.
Cunningham, and a week later
I got a call to come in because
they needed to talk to me,” he
said.

“When I got there he asked
me about my mother, who had
died of colon cancer, and he
told me, ‘Well, unfortunately,
you have it too.””

Clemmons (from Front)

ementary school children over
the years, there is one common
memory when Mr. Clemmons’
name comes up in conversa-
tion - "The Frog Song”.

"The Frog Song” began as
part of a lesson plan for young
children. It was a way of intro-
ducing the wonderful world of
music and imagination to the
youngsters.

“It’s kinda wild,”

mons mused.

Clem-

“Back when I was doing
my student teaching, I had my
very first class, so I thought I
would try to write a children’s
song - I had never done that

VSOC (from

growing and helping with
this problem, there are still
many factors that play into
homelessness.

“I think the

growing will help,”

economy

Jacobs
said.

“But when people get laid
off or there is an illness, for
one reason or another, they
are unable to pay their rent
anymore, and they end up
homeless. A lot of homeless
situations in Cullman comes
from what is called ‘couch
surfing’, but the government
doesn’t allow us to include
those in our numbers, but they
are still homeless.”

One of the biggest, if
not the biggest reason for
homelessness in Cullman
is due to domestic violence,
Jacobs said.

“When people come to our
shelter, they are homeless at
that point,” said Jacobs.

“We also do a lot of work
on education and outreach
programs to combat this. It
is because of our work with
the Victim Services’ shelter,
that we see firsthand how

before,” he chuckled.

“It was a group of third
graders and I sort of just
sprang it on them. They
seemed to like it. When I got
my job at the two schools here
in town, I thought, ‘Let’s see
what happens’ and I have been
singing it ever since!”

A big hit it was, indeed. To
this day, people of all ages re-
member "The Frog Song” from
their youth and each time they
think of it, it brings back mem-
ories of a time when life was
simple and full of wonders.

“My son loved it and Mr.
Clemmons,” said Jamie Erwin.

Front)

devastating homelessness
can be. We get a lot of phone
calls from members of the
community about someone
that is homeless or needs help
to prevent their homelessness,
but most of the homelessness
we see is due to domestic
violence. So if we can reduce
domestic violence, then we
can somewhat reduce the
homeless population.”

Victim  Services, along
in the

community, work hard to offer

with other shelters

as much assistance as possible
to those in need.

According to Jacobs, the
first step toward solving the
problems

our community

faces on both domestic
violence and homelessness is
community awareness.

More information about
Victim Services of Cullman
can be found online at
VSOCCullman.org or by
calling 256-775-2600.

The 24-hour crisis hotline
can be reached at 256-734-

6100.

Upon hearing the news,
Turner knew two things about
the situation: first that there
was nothing he could do but
move on and fight; second
that his cancer may have
been avoided had he gone for
regular testing.

“I knew it was my own
stupidity,” Turner said. “They
probably could have caught
this much earlier if I had
gone in when I was supposed
to get my colonoscopy. I
could have probably avoided
chemotherapy and surgery.”

Turner, however, is not
alone in making that mistake.
Many people put off or avoid
having a regular colonoscopy
done all together.

There are different excuses
that people tell themselves to
keep from going through with

“He gave Eli the gift of
music and he’s loved it ever
since!”

“One of my former students
putiton YouTube.com,” Clem-
mons said.

“It’s on there as Mr. Clem-
mons’ Frog Song. It’s got over
6,000 views so that’s pretty
good. It’s no Justin Bieber, but
it’s a start,” he said happily.

Mr. Clemmons is more than
just a well-loved music teach-
er; he is also a composer whose
work has been featured in dif-
ferent venues throughout the
United States.

“I compose music and do

it, but Turner says that others
should take a lesson from his
experience and his mother’s
story, that this disease can hit
anyone and it’s surely worth
the small time out of your life
to get tests done.

“The testing is nothing
compared to going through
chemotherapy,” said Turner.
“You go off to lala land for
a bit for a colonoscopy and
then you wake up and it’s over.
There’s nothing really to it. It
is just a few hours out of your
life, or possibly the end of your
life.”

By the time Turner did
have his colonoscopy done,
he was already between stages
two and three.

He endured 12 rounds of
chemo over 24 weeks, and
surgery, and is still living with

that pretty regularly. I have
some stuff out that’s actually
been on television.”

Mr. Clemmons has written
and composed music that has
been played on the History
Channel’s “American Pickers”
and “Pawn Stars”; FOX’s “The
Simpsons”; Lifetime’s “Dance
Moms”; The Learning Chan-
nel’s “Here Comes Honey Boo
Boo” and NBC’s “The Voice”.
His music has also graced oth-
er television networks, such
as MTV, National Geographic,
Nickelodeon, Animal Planet
and Comedy Central.

“It is really kind of strange

the side effects of treatment.

“I have no feeling in the
ends of my fingers thanks to
chemo,” Turner said.

“My feet feel like I walk
on glass all the time. For me,
I also can’t drink anything
cold. Hot drinks don’t bother
me, but cold drinks feel like a
million needles in my mouth.
And I just want people to learn
that this could have probably
been avoided if I had just
gotten that test done when I
was supposed to.”

Currently there are more
than 1 million colon cancer

survivors because of testing,

and it is also the second
leading cause of cancer-
related death in the U.S.

Ninety percent of those
with colon cancer are over the
age of 50.

to be watching TV and you
hear your music playing,” he
said a little sheepishly.
To  hear "The
Song” visit youtube.com/
watch?v=sFY77DmD7YA.

Frog

Cullman is full of talented and
imaginative people, and Tim
Clemmons is just one of them.
This week we honor Tim as
CullmanSense’s  Outstanding
Citizen of the Week. Ifyou know
someone that you feel should
be honored as an Outstanding
Citizen, please let us know by e-
mailing sharon@cullmansense.
com.

LOCAL3

Those who have a parent,
sibling or offspring with colon
cancer are two to three times
more likely to be diagnosed
with the disease as well.

For more information on
the latest research, statistics
and general
CCAlliance.org.

info, go to

POSITION AVAILABLE

Program  Facilitator
needed for local do-
mestic violence inter-
vention program.

Full time, BS degree re-
quired. Send resume to:
vsoced@vsoccullman.

org
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SPOTLIGHT ON LOCAL RELIGIOUS LEADERS

REVEREND JOHN RICHTER: A TEACHER AT HEART

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - John
Richter is the Sr. Pastor of St.
John’s Evangelical Protestant
Church. Born
in Cullman, he is a lifetime

Rev.

and raised
member of St. John’s and
began his role as Sr. Pastor in
2003. He has been married to
his beautiful wife Tiffany for
nearly 10 years. They met on
a blind date in New Braunfels,
Texas while he was there for
church meetings. The couple
has two children, Vella, 5, and
John Isaac, almost 3.

Each religious leader has
a story to tell. Some realize
early on that he/she was born
to spread the Word of God,
while others receive their
calling much later in life.
Richter shared his story to the
religious life.

“I presume I have always
been called to preach from the
perspective that God knows
the plans He has for us,” he
explained.

“For

calling to

me, though, the
ministry was
gradual. I didn’t necessarily
run like Jonah but was seeking

a career in academia, looking

to teach history or religion at
the college level.”

“Some ministers have
powerful, Paul-like road to
Damascus experiences,” he
continued.

“That wasn’t me. I suppose
I knew intuitively that I was
being formed for the task. A
couple of short-term mission
trips, desires, interests, and a
love for Christ and his church
were/are key. It just always
seemed a possibility that I'd
be connected to the church
in some way, though I never
knew exactly what that would
look like. Things have simply
fallen into place,” he smiled
warmly.

When asked about some of
his most rewarding moments
as a pastor, Richter’s face lit up
and a big smile spread across
his face.

“Here’s where I’m a teacher
at heart,” he beamed. “I love
the moment the light bulb
turns on and someone gets
it. It’s that moment when
‘Oh, that’s
what God is doing in my life’

someone realizes,

I love helping people navigate
spiritual waters.”

Just like the rest of us,
Richter enjoyed telling about

“] love the moment the light
bulb turns on and someone
gets it. It’'s that moment when
someone realizes, ‘Oh, that’s
what God is doing in my
life.” 1 love helping people
navigate spiritual waters.”

Rev. John Richter, Sr. Pastor of St. John's
Evangelical Protestant Church

the church he leads.

“St. John’s is the oldest
congregation in the city of
Cullman. It was founded by the
German settlers who arrived
in the 1870s. If someone is
into theology, I say we are the
church that exists because
Lutherans and Presbyterians
were told to get along and play
nice, which reflects our formal
theology,” he grinned.

“On a simpler note, we
are a good fit for people who
appreciate the diversity of
Christian expression. Those
who come from formal church

backgrounds will likely find
those
informal

us informal, while
from
backgrounds will tend to think

we are formal. Either way, we

who come

are the only church of our
kind in the state of Alabama
as congregations like ours are
more common in the Midwest
and upper Midwest where
many 19th century German
immigrants settled.”

Rooted in local history, St.
John’s has a passionate leader
to guide them into the future.
Full of faith and dedication,
Rev. John has been the

“YOURS ETERNALLY: LETTERS OF A LIFETIME”
BEN JOHNSON SOUTH'S NEW PLAY ENTERTAINS THE MASSES

Sharon Schuler Kreps

shoron@cuﬂmonsense.com

HANCEVILLE -
nally: Letters of a Lifetime” is

“Yours Eter-

a brand new play written by
local playwright Ben Johnson
South. It made its debut this
Saturday evening at the Bur-
row Center for the Fine and
Performing Arts in Hancev-
ille. The production starred
former Alabama First Lady
Marsha Folsom and her son
James Folsom. All proceeds
from the show will go to the
Wallace State Fine Arts De-
partment.

“Yours Eternally: Letters
of a Lifetime” is a playful, yet
meaningful series of exchang-
es between a nurturing moth-
er and child over a lifetime of
letters.

The audience laughed a lot
throughout the show and in
the end, they shed a few heart-
felt tears. Marsha and son
James did a fabulous job.

“Marsha and James re-
ally make it. It's almost like I
wrote it just for them to per-
form,” said Ben South, play-
wright.

“The stars were aligned.
Actually, after they signed on
to perform ‘Yours Eternally’,
I wrote in a couple of things
just for them. Listen for her
to say, ‘You are my sunshine.
Miz Jamelle must be bragging
to my Mama in their heavenly
Marsha and

James are super duper!”

beauty parlor.

“As all you creative folks
know, sometimes stuff you
make works and it soars,”

South continued.

“And, then sometimes
stuff you make just lays on
the ground DOA. These actors
soar like brilliant, delightful
birds. To them, I sincerely say,
Iam, YOURS ETERNALLY.”

Cullman County is home to
alot of great talent. Ben John-
son South is a writer and artist
with several projects he has
completed in the area.

The Folsom’s performance
Saturday night was an engag-
ing experience whose story
stayed with the audience long
after they left. For those who
were able to attend “Yours
Eternally: Letters of a Life-
excellent

time” witnessed

homegrown fun.

Auto-Owners Insurance

"Nour Asen‘cs. Nour Ne'\g\nbors.
Your Friends."
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Auto.Ouners Insurance
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JOHN RICHTER
Rev. John Richter is the Sr. Pastor of St.

John’s Evangelical Protestant Church.

35055. Call them at 256-734-
0344 and visit their webpage
at SJEPC.com.

perfect fit as Sr. Pastor. St.
John’s Evangelical Protestant
Church is located at 512 2nd

Avenue SE, Cullman, AL

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

Former First Lady Marsha Folsom and son James perform
in the play “Yours Eternally: Letters of a Lifetime”.

Medical Arts Apothecary
Living Well Natural Store
12/ 7th Street, S.W.
256-734-4933
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JOHN W. SPARKS: CULLMAN COUNTY'S T5TH

SHERIFF KILLED IN THE LINE OF FIRE

Sharon Schuler Kreps
shoron@cu“mensense.com

CULLMAN - John W. Sparks
served as Cullman’s 15th sher-
iff and the only sheriff to die in
the line of duty. He was a fam-
ily man and served as Chief
of Police in Cullman for five
years prior to being elected
sheriff. Although he is gone,
he will never be forgotten,
especially by our local law en-
forcement.

John W. Sparks was born
November 1869 in Carroll
County, Georgia. He was the
son of William H. Sparks and
Elizabeth Houseworth.

He married Miss Ida Eliza-
beth Williams, the daugh-
ter of George L. William and
Amanda Boatright on August
15,1890. All of them were from
Carroll County, Georgia.

John and Ida moved to
Cullman in 1904 with their
three young daughters, Vera
Grace, Kathleen and Jewell.

Not long after arriving
in Cullman, the couple was
blessed with another baby girl
they named Reba.

Sadly, in 1907, Reba passed

away, having only lived one
month.

About a year after Reba
died, in 1908, John bought a
whole city block in Cullman
on the SW side of 2nd Ave and
9th St SW.

John and Ida built their
home on the NW quarter and
the plan was for the daughters
to marry and build houses on
the same block.

Sparks became Cullman’s
Chief of Police in 1913. His
salary was $60 per month. He
held the position for five years
until he resigned after being
elected Sheriff in November
1918.

His job as Sheriff did not
last very long as he was shot
to death during a prohibition
raid on a Sunday evening on
July 20, 1919.

Only six months after be-
ing sworn into office, Sheriff
Sparks, along with the Cull-
man Police Chief had at-
tempted to make an arrest at a
downtown apartment.

When they arrived at the
location, a female refused
to let the sheriff in. Without
missing a beat, the sheriff cut

his way through the screen
door and was confronted by
the suspect just after he en-
tered the apartment.

“Drop your weapon!” the
sheriff and the suspect both
told each other simultaneous-
ly. Instead of dropping their
guns, they immediately fired
their guns at each other.

As aresult, the suspect was
killed instantly and Sheriff
Sparks was mortally wounded.

He was able to walk, hob-
bling painfully to a local drug
store where he died approxi-
mately one hour later at the
age of 49.

He was survived by his wife
and daughters.

John's body was taken to
his home to lie in state in the
family’s parlor the day after
his death.

His body was viewed and
mourned by hundreds of Cull-
man County’s heartbroken
citizens.

The funeral took place
on the following Tuesday af-
ternoon at the First Baptist
Church with burial in Cullman
City Cemetery.

MIRRORING HISTORY

EUREKA HOTEL AND REXALL DRUGSTORE BECOMES CULLMAN SAVINGS BANK'S PARKING DECK

Sharon Schuler Kreps

shoron@cu”monsense.com

CULLMAN - The Eureka Ho-
tel and Rexall Drugstore was
located at the intersection of
1st Street SW and 4th Street
SW in downtown Cullman.
The building was purchased
by E.C. Kinney in 1909 and was
remodeled in 1927.

Despite a fire in the late
1940s or early 1950s, the
building was still used until
the 1970s.

To the left side of the pic-
tured hotel is the second
Cullman County Courthouse,
which was in use from 1912
until the mid 1960s.

Today the land is home to
the Cullman Savings Bank
multi-leveled parking deck.

The Eureka Hotel building was purchased in 1909.

CULLMAN COUNTY MUSEUM

Sheriff John W. Sparks
is the only Cullman
County Sheriff killed
in the line of duty.

Tommy Warhurst
2110 AL Hwy 157 + Cullman, AL 35058

Call 256-338-3701

: www.thewarhurstagency.com
Auto * Home ¢ Life * Business
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What once was the Eureka Hotel is now
the Cullman Savings Bank parking lot.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING TO DO

FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY THIS SPRING#S

MARCH 21

MARCH 31
APRIL 4

APRIL 6
APRIL 17

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITETO GETPLUGGED'IN
WWW.CULLMANRECREATION.ORG

LEARN TO PLAY LACROSSE
FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

COMMUNITY GARDEN &
GARDENING CLASSES BEGIN

YOUTH OUTDOOR ADVENTURE

KAYAKING CLASSES

¢

MOTHER/DAUGHTER PJ PARE&.I
& FATHER/SON NIGHT OUT

JEB WILLIAMSON, CPA, LLC

Full Service Tax Preparation
Ask us about NetClient Tax Portals

www.jwilliamsoncpa.com
418 1st Avenue SE, Cullman ° 256-734-7393

WE BUY, SELL, AND TRADE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:
NES . Gamecube « Wii U « DS « Dreamcast « PSVita « SNES « Xbox 360 -
PS1 .+ Genesis « PS2 « Wii « Xbox « PSP « Saturn « N64 « 3DS « PS3 « MTG

256-735-4054
1634 2nd Avenue SW
Cullman, AL 35055

shopvaultgames.com

facebook.com/vaultgames
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HELPING KEEP PEACE, LOVE AND COFFEE ALIVE

ENTREPRENEUR KATIE NELMS LAUNCHES KICKSTARTER CAMPAIGN TO HELP SAVE BERKELEY BOB'S COFFEE HOUSE

Chelsea Sparks

che|seo@cu\|m0 nsense.com

CULLMAN - Over the past
12 years Berkeley Bob’s Cof-
fee House has become a staple
The

friendly service, aromatic cof-

for locals and visitors.

fee and chilled out vibe are all
part of what makes this shop
so special to those who visit it.
Now, with the original owners
Bob and Geri Keefe looking to
retire, employee Katie Nelms
is looking to buy the business
and keep the tradition alive.

“I have been working on
buying the shop since August
or September of last year,”
Nelms said. “Well I kept run-
ning into problems, and we
had a deadline toward the end
of February and early March.
Well after Bob posted online
that I wouldn’t be able to buy
it, someone suggested that I
start a Kickstarter campaign.”

The Kickstarter website is
a place for entrepreneurs of
all varieties to share their vi-
sion and dream, and acquire
through
who donate their

financial support
backers
money. Thousands of people
have been able to successfully
fund businesses and projects

all over the world using the

site, and with some luck and
generosity, Nelms hopes to do
the same.

“So we started a Kickstart-
er that night,” Nelms said. “We
launched it for 24 days. As of
right now, we are over $3,400
dollars with 16 days left. We
need $38,500 to buy the place,
so we are only at 9 percent of
our goal, but I figured we have
to try.”

No one is quite sure what
the fate of the beloved cof-
fee shop will be if Nelms and
friends are unsuccessful in
raising the funds in time, and
Nelms said that she will not be
able to stay to find out.

“I won’t be sticking around
to watch whatever happens,”
said Nelms. “If I'm not able to
buy it, then it’s going to be sad
for me. I just couldn’t watch
someone else come in and
turn it into something else,
like a bar. It’s not that vibe,
and it should never be that
way.”

If the campaign is suc-
cessful, and Berkeley Bob’s is
saved, then Nelms said that it
will still be all the things peo-
ple love with just a few extras.

“I want to make a few
changes but nothing crazy,”
Nelms said. “We have had cus-

Read (from Front)

Read program at Wallace State.
Instructors across campus use
the book in their classes as a
way to engage students and
encourage reading.

Because cancer is a major
part of the plot line for the
book, the committee asked
the WSCC Relay For Life team
and Relay For Life of Cullman
County to participate in the
event. On March 25, students
the

Learning Communities classes

enrolled in college’s
will join in the morning’s
activities, starting at 9:30 a.m.

The students will hear from

UAH freshman and cancer
survivor Lindsey Jones. Jones,
of Gurley, was almost 4 years
old when she was diagnosed
with a rare form of cancer,
which
similar to a character in “The

caused blindness,
Fault in Our Stars.” Now a
cancer survivor of almost 15
years, Jones shares her story
with others as a Hero of Hope
for the
Society.
The
view a skit performed by the

American Cancer

students will also
Nursing Department’s Kids on

the Block puppetry program.

Contest (from Front)

Sharon Schuler Kreps

sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - Young children
can make big things happen.
Take, for example, Mrs. Stid-
ham’s kindergarten class, also
known as the ‘Pony Class’. The
group is made up of 17 stu-
dents, and together, the class
collected more Box Tops than
all the other classes at the Pri-
mary School. As a result, the
Ponies will celebrate by hav-
ing an ice cream party in their
classroom.

“We are so excited! Our
class collected a total of 1,003
Box Tops,” said Mrs. Stidham,
Kindergarten teacher.

“The money from the Box

Tops goes directly to our class-
room. “Collecting Box Topsisa
big fundraiser for the PTO.”

“The kids were very, very
excited when they heard they
won,” Stidham continued.

“We are going to do a poll
and see what we need for the
classroom. The kids love to
read, so I'm thinking we will
probably get new reading
books. They are great readers -
they are doing a good job read-
ing and a great job at becoming
writers!” she smiled.

The students happily ex-
plained their technique for
gathering Box Tops. The pro-
cess called for help from their
grandmas,

grandpas, moms,

dads, neighbors and friends.

tomers wanting us to open a
little earlier, and also I would
like to extend the hours just
a little on Fridays and Sat-
urdays. I want to add home-
made popsicles to the menu,
make some more vegetarian
foods and also make real fruit
smoothies.”

An important element to
the coffee shop that Nelms
says she will definitely keep is
the music.

“We would definitely keep
the music going,” she said.
“I would like to add more. I
thought about an hour show
for younger aged people, may-
be on Thursday nights. But
it’s such a big part of the shop
with the open mic nights and
promoting local artists.”

Many have shown their
support and Nelms says she
is extremely grateful to those
and hopes more join in to
save one of Cullman’s favorite
hangouts. According to Nelms,
she is trying to save more than
a mere coffee shop, she is sav-
ing many residents’ second
home.

“This place has been a huge
part of my life for seven years,”
Nelms said. “I have developed
relationships with people
that I never would have oth-

Students, faculty, staff and
visitors will get to visit booths
set up by the ACS and Wallace
State programs, take part
in games and activities, and
have a chance to support the
WSCC Relay For Life team’s
fundraising efforts.
that
day will include meals from

Fundraising efforts

Dewey’s Cajun Shack food
truck, which will donate a
portion of their proceeds that
day to the Wallace State Relay
team. A cupcake bar will be
offered by the WSCC Relay For
Life team, with participants

The project proved that this
young group of children has a
high level of persistence, dedi-
cation and a deep love for their
school.

Box Tops is one of Amer-
ica’s largest school earnings
loyalty programs.

The Box Top logo can be
found on hundreds of prod-
ucts. The logo from the pack-
age can then be sent to the
school of the buyer’s choice.

Each Box Top is worth 10¢
for a school, and the schools
can use Box Tops cash to buy
whatever they need.

Box Tops can be sent
to a school anytime. For
more information, visit

BoxTops4Education.com.

“l want to
be the one to
keep it going,
and to waich
families come

in and grow
up throughout

the years.”

Katie Nelms,
Barista and Hopeful
Future Owner

erwise. A lot of people have
gone through a lot here. It is
a therapeutic place for people
where they can meet and form
these relationships that they
couldn’t almost anywhere
else. I want to be the one to
keep it going, and to watch
families come in and grow up
throughout the years.”

Those that wish to donate
can do so by following the
link: Kickstarter.com/
projects/1774330171/
Berkeley-Bobs-Coffee-House-

Keep-Peace-Alive.

choosing the flavor of cupcake,
icing and toppings to go on
their treat. Anyone wishing
to purchase a luminary in
honor or in memory of a loved
one can do so at the event. A
quilt made from team t-shirts
from the 2014 event will be
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KATIE NELMS

Nelms enjoys a delicious helping of red
beans at Berkeley Bob’s Coffee House.

on display. There will be
opportunities to win that and
a prize package for Dollywood,
which will both be given away
at the May 1 Relay For Life of
Cullman County event at the
Cullman County Fairgrounds.

Anyone interested in

doing so can also sign up to
participate in Relay For Life
of Cullman County at the
Common Read event. For more
on Relay For Life of Cullman
County, visit relayforlife.org/
cullmanal or call Helen Allen
at 256-709-40109.

INTERVIEWS . .
WILL BE DONE |
ON SITE!

JOB FAIR

MARCH 24TH « 9 A.M. -1 PM.

Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce
304 2nd Ave SW e Cullman, AL 35055

PRESENTED BY
PAYROLL SERVICES, LLC

PROFESSIONAL STAFFING COMPANY

256-739-1701

]
=

MUST HAVE VALID ID AND SS CARD
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THE ANTIQUE MARKET OF CULLMAN
QUAINT NEW BUSINESS FILLED WITH BITS AND PIECES OF CULLMAN HISTORY

Sharon Schuler Kreps
shoron@cu”monsensecom

CULLMAN - There is a new
business in town and it is
full of antiques and Cullman
history. The Antique Mar-
ket opened its beautiful old
doors on February 3, 2015. It
is located in the heart of the
Downtown Historic District of
Cullman.

“The store
quaint,” said Proprietor Beth
Veigl. “I do have several booth
vendors; some of them have

is nice and

antique furniture, it’s mostly
antiques. There is also some
antique china and things like
that. We are going to be get-
ting some local artwork in
here as well,” she smiled hap-
pily.

What makes The Antique

Market innovative is that

much of its construction is
material from Cullman’s his-
toric buildings that were ei-
ther damaged or destroyed
during the tornadoes of 2011.

“We tried to salvage pieces
from around town after the
tornado and things like that,”
Veigl said.

“We got what we could
within reason because of safe-
ty concerns, but we got what
we could.”

There is a huge door that
came from the old Ford Motor
Company, which later became
Little Bit of Everything and
is now home to The All Steak.
The door weighs over 950 lbs
and is now used to close off the
store’s storage room.

The aged beams that were
the bones in the old, origi-
nal store were taken down
and used to make the counter

space where the cash register
is located. Edgar Veigl, Beth’s
husband, planed the 20-foot
beams himself and construct-
ed the counters.

A true must see is the glori-
ous display located behind the
cash register.

“Itis a Hugo Buettner,” she
explained. “It was originally
located in the Buettner Jewel-
er building. We bought it from
them when they were going to
lease the building. It took Ed-
gar a couple weeks to get it all
over here and installed. It has
the original glass and each are
counterweighted with 80 lbs.
Hugo Buettner’s plaque is still
there above the mirror.”

The beautiful
been created with plenty of

shop has
Cullman’s memories, but
there is something else that is
very different than any other

place in town. Just like the
days when the old antiques
were sold as new, the shop-
keeper’s family lived above the
store.

Some things never change,
and in this case, it is perfect
for the Veigl family.

Step back in time and take
a trip to The Antique Market
of Cullman.

They are located at 220
1st Avenue SE, Cullman, AL
35055. Call them at 256-345-
6204 and e-mail the store
at  theantiquemarket@live.
com or visit their website at
TheAntiqueMarketofCull-
man.com. Follow them on
Facebook at Facebook.com/
TheAntiqueMarketofCull-
man. Store hours are Tuesday
through Friday from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. and Saturday from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

The Antique Marketplace of Cullman
houses several booth vendors that offer
a variety of antique merchandise.

CULLMAN COUNTY AWARDED OVER $27,000 FOR EMERGENCY FOOD AND SHELTER

Chelsea Sparks

che|seo@cu|\monsensecom

CULLMAN - Congress has
appropriated $120 million
to supplement and expand
emergency food and shelter
programs. Each jurisdiction'’s
award is based upon the juris-
diction’s total number of un-
employed as compared to the
total number of unemployed
in all qualifying jurisdictions.

Cullman’s total award amount
is $27,708. According to Ex-
ecutive Director of Victim
Services, Donna Jacobs, funds
will be distributed to local
agencies.

“Places like the local food
banks, Daystar House and Vic-
tim Services use these funds
to purchase food,” Jacobs
said. “There is a great need for
these funds because there is a
homeless population in Cull-

man, and it isn’t just homeless
that are in need of food assis-
tance. There are many who
work that are in need of this
help as well.”

Local boards must ensure
that agencies selected for
funding meet the require-
ments on the Local Recipient
Organization (LRO) certifica-
tion form. Agencies selected
must be able to completely
and accurately obtain, retain

and submit (if requested) the
required expenditure docu-
mentation with their final
reports and required spread-
sheets in keeping with the
of this
award; the award materials in-

emergency nature

clude a due date for the Local
Board Plan to be received by
the National Board.

Under the terms of the
grant from the National Board,
local agencies chosen to re-

ceive funds must: 1) be private
voluntary non-profits or units
of government; 2) be eligible
to receive federal funds; 3)
have an accounting system; 4)
practice nondiscrimination;
5) have demonstrated the ca-
pability to deliver emergency
food and/or shelter programs;
and 6) if they are private vol-
they
must have a voluntary board.

untary organization,

Qualifying agencies are urged

to apply.

Public or Private voluntary
agencies interested in apply-
ing for emergency food and
shelter program funds must
contact Donna Jacobs, local
board chair.

Call 256-775-2600 or con-
tact via e-mail at vosced@
vsoccullman.org for an appli-
cation.

The deadline for applica-
tions is March 18, 2015.

County Wide

Yard Sale

March 21, 2015
7:00am-3:00pm

Sportsman Lake Park
Contact 256-734-3052

Saturday
March 21

Registration
8:15-8:45 am

Event
8:45-noon

Loft 212
212 4th St. SW

Cullman, AL

Targeting
Men 10 & up

For group seating,
please call
256.338.9083

Free
admission

Paid for by PAUL BUSSMAN FOR STATE SENATE, 1625 MAIN AVE SW CULLMAN, AL 35055

THE UNIQUE MALE
MEN'S CONFERENCE

Empowering males to step up ¢ be the men
God created them to be

Featuring Guest Speakers

Free public event sponsored by Senator Paul Bussman

John Croyle

Former college football All-American, John
founded and is the executive director of

Big Oak Ranch, a home for abandoned and
abused children. Asa young man, John
passed up a lucrative opportunity to play in
the National Football League to do what
God had placed on his heart, developing the
best children’s home in America.

Chad Williams

Chad is a retired Navy seal who served on Seal
Team One and Seven. He has been a featured
guest on Fox News, CNN, Anderson Cooper
360, TBN and the Hour of Power. He uses the
principles learned as a Seal to speak on Leading
Like a Seal, Freedom Paid for in Bloodshed and
Tragedy to Triumph.

Jerry Lawson

Lead Pastor at Daystar Church in Cullman,
Pastor Jerry clearly and often humorously
describes the unique man that God created.
He will also help us understand why it is so
important for men to be the strong leaders of
their home, family and community.
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Monday

Cullman Kiwanis Club

The Cullman Kiwanis Club invites
all local men and women who are
interested in taking part in com-
munity service along with great
fellowship, fun, networking, and
learning to attend their weekly
luncheon meeting at 12 noon each
Monday at the All Steak. Come see
what Kiwanis is all about and en-
joy a great luncheon meal as well.

Domestic Violence Survivor
Support Group

Victim Services of Cullman spon-
sors a Domestic Violence Survi-
vor Support Group meeting every
Monday evening from 5 p.m. until
7 p.m. in the old County Board of
Education Building with childcare
available. For additional informa-
tion please call 256-775-2600.
CRISIS HOTLINE - 256-734-
6100.

Overeaters Anonymous Gather
at Grace Episcopal

Members of Overeaters Anony-
mous meet every Monday, at 9:30
am. at Grace Episcopal Church
in the Carriage House located on
Church premises. Further infor-
mation is available at 256-747-
6218 or 256-352-1143. Everyone is
invited to attend these gatherings.
Cornerstone Revival Ladies
Prayer Meeting

A Ladies Prayer meeting is con-
ducted each Monday night at 7
p-m. at Cornerstone Revival Cen-
ter. For additional information
call 256-796-2899. All interested
women are invited to attend.

Tuesday

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Wear some green and find some
shamrocks. It’s all about the luck
of the Irish today!

Shanghai Circus Comes to Wal-
lace State

Acclaimed  Chinese acrobat
troupe, the New Shanghai Circus,
will present a variety of feats of
skill and daring at The Betty Leeth
Haynes Theatre on the Wallace
Stage Community College campus
on Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 7
p-m. Single tickets will be available
at the door for $30 (adults) and $10
(students). For more information
please call 256-339-4447, or visit
the association online at www.
cullmancommunityconcertasso-
ciation.com.

Soapmaking at the Agriplex
Join us as we learn to make old
fashioned, homemade soap! The
program begins at 6 p.m. Cost:
$5. For more information, email
cullmanag@gmail.com or call 256-
297-1044.

Cullman Caring for Kids in
Need of Donations

If you are able to contribute to
Cullman County’s Community
Food Band, the ‘Caring for Kids’
organization, they would be grate-
ful. Non-perishable food items are
needed, and of course cash enables
them to purchase needed products
to fill their empty shelves. Please
call 256-739-1111 to see how to
help or mail checks or money or-
ders to Cullman Caring for Kids,
P. O. Box 698, Cullman, Alabama
35056-0698. Thanks in advance
for anything you can do.

Knifty Knitters Weekly Meet-
ing

Members of the Cullman Knifty
Knitters group meet each Tuesday
afternoon at 3 p.m. in the Cullman
County Library. Everyone is invit-
ed to come learn how to knit yarn
and needles are free. This group
is open to all ages, both accom-
plished knitters and those wishing
to learn the art form. Crochet-
ers also are invited to take part in
these weekly meetings. Please call
Lesia for more info 256-734-2720,
ext. 23.

Submit your event to calendar@cullmansense.com

Emotions Anonymous Support
Group Meeting

An Emotions Anonymous Sup-
port Group meets each Tuesday at
noon at Grace Episcopal Church
Carriage House. Those interested
are invited to attend these group
sessions. Further information is
available through the Group Di-
rector’s office at 256-734-3605 or
256-796-8440.

Wednesday
St. Monica’s Group
St. Monica’s Group for those ad-
dicted to alcohol or drugs meets
every Wednesday night at 7 p.m.
in the Rectory Basement of Sacred
Heart of Jesus Catholic Church.
All are welcome to attend who feel
the need. For further information
please contact Brian at 256-595-
0515 or Rita at 256-507-0358.

Church Group
Nights at CWAC

Youth groups, Sunday School
Classes and other Church groups
are invited to take part in ‘Church
Group Nights at Cullman Wellness
and Aquatic Center every Wednes-
day night from 6 p.m. until 11 p.m.
Please call 256-775-SWIM (7946).

Wednesday

Latter Day Saints Genealogy
Library

The Genealogy Library at the Lat-
ter Day Saints (L.D.S.) Church is
open to the public each Wednes-
day night from 7 p.m. until 8:30
p.m. Don Jones is available to
open the Library at other times, if
needed, so please contact him at
256-784-5098.

Girls & Boys Club at Spirit Life
Spirit Life Church will host a Girls
& Boys Club meeting for those
12 and under every Wednesday
beginning at 7 p.m. at the church.
All are welcome. Please call the
church for further info 256-739-
3326.

Thursday

New Vision Support Group
There is a New Vision Support
Group which will meet at 10 a.m.
and everyone interested in this
subject is welcome to attend. The
program is at Hilltop Community
Center. Additional information is
available by calling Linda Estes,
256-739-4653.

“The Starfish Throwers” - In-
dependent Film Series

“The Starfish Throwers” is a docu-
mentary about three very different
people working toward the same
goal - feeding the hungry in their
communities. Visit the film’s web-
site at www.thestarfishthrowers.
com or see the trailer at http://
vimeo.com/44292667. The film
will show from 6-8 p.m. at the Bur-
row Center at WSCC. Call 256-
352-8457 for more information.
Free admission.

‘Celebrate Recovery’ at Hancev-
ille First Baptist Church

There will be a ‘Celebrate Recov-
ery’ meeting tonight starting at
7 p.m. at Hanceville First Baptist
Church. Childcare will be avail-
able. Additional info Church office
at 256-352-9150. Open to all!

Ageless Grace Fitness Class
Come join in the Ageless Grace
Fitness Class held each Thursday
evening starting at 5:30 p.m. at the
Cullman Civic Center. Leader Ann
Caretti will show attendees the lat-
est fitness tips available. The event
is sponsored by Cullman Park and
Recreation Department. Call 256-
734-9157 for more information.

Thursday Afternoon Overeat-
ers Anonymous Meeting

Those interested are invited to
attend the weekly Thursday af-
ternoon meetings of Overeaters
Anonymous which begin at 4:45
p.m. at Grace Episcopal Church’s
Carriage House. For additional
information please call 734-376-
2124 or 256-352-1143.

L]
Friday

‘Wii Bowling’ at the Donald E.
Green Senior Center

The entertainment for senior citi-
zens is “Wii Bowling’ at the Donald
E. Green Senior Center starting at
1 p.m. Everyone is invited. Come
enjoy some exercise (but not too
physical!) and fellowship with
friends. They bowl every Wednes-
day and Friday afternoons at 1 p.m.

Cullman Rodeo at the Agricul-
tural Trade Center

For more information, call the
Agricultural Trade Center at 256-
739-4959.

Rational Rewards and Sensible
Savings: Couponing for Begin-
ners

Learn to shop sensibly before clip-
ping a single coupon and how to
make the most of every coupon you
do clip. Class provides all materials
needed to begin couponing like a
pro. Registration and Prepayment
Required. $20. 3/20/15 10-11 a.m.
and 1-2 p.m. Call Fancher Tutoring
at 256-706-7180.

Nimble Thimble Quilt Guild of
Cullman

Members of the Nimble Thimble
Quilt Guild of Cullman will gather
at the Colonel Cullman Museum
starting at 9:30 a.m. All interested
quilters are invited to attend this
meeting.

Saturday
Rational Rewards and Sensible
Savings: Couponing for Begin-
ners
Learn to shop sensibly before clip-
ping a single coupon and how to
make the most of every coupon
you do clip. Class provides all ma-
terials needed to begin couponing
like a pro. Registration and Pre-
payment Required. $20. 3/21/15
10-11 a.m. Call Fancher Tutoring at
256-706-7180.

Sportsman Lake Park Yard Sale
Call Cullman County Parks & Rec-
reation for more information: 256-
734-9157 or call 256-734-3052.

Grant Brown Memorial 5K and
One Mile Fun Run

The Grant Brown Memorial 5K
And One mile Fun Run/Walk
Date is Saturday, March 21, 2015
and will be held on the campus of
WSCC. Maps are available upon
request. ALL proceeds will go to-
ward the Grant Brown Memorial
Scholarship Fund. Registration:
8:00-8:25 a.m. Start Time: 8:30
a.m. - Entry Fee: $10 donation / No
T-shirt; $ 20 donation / Includes a
T-shirt. Only Pre-registrations by
March 11 receive t-shirts. One Mile
Fun Run/Walk Start Time: 9:30
a.m. - Entry Fee: $10 donation / No
T-shirt; $ 20.00 donation / Geta T-
shirt. Pre-registration receives T-
shirts. Awards: Each Division will
be divided into Male and Female
Age groups - 1st place in each divi-
sion - Age as of day of race. 8 am.
to 12 noon.

Laughter Yoga at the Cullman
Civic Center

Everyone is invited to take part in
‘Laughter Yoga’ classes each Sat-
urday morning starting at 10 a.m.
Donations accepted but no set fee
is charged. Come start your week-
end out with some great ‘laughs’!
Please call 256-734-9157 for addi-
tional information.

Cullman Rodeo at the Agricul-
tural Trade Center

For more information, call the
Agricultural Trade Center at 256-
739-4959.

Sunday

Annual ACIES Reconsecration
Ceremony

Legion of Mary Members of the
Diocesan Our Lady Queen of Joy-
ful Hope Curia from Birmingham,
Alabama, invite everyone to at-
tend the annual Mass and ACIES

Reconsecration Ceremony on
Sunday, March 22 at 2 pm. This
event, hosted by Our Lady Queen
of Peace Praesidium in Cullman,
will take place at Sacred Heart
of Jesus Catholic Church. The
Church is located at 205 3rd Av-
enue SE in Cullman. ACIES is a
Latin word meaning "an Army set
in battle array”. The Legionnaires,
both women and men, assemble
as a body to renew their fidelity to
Mary, Queen of the Legion, and
to receive strength and blessings
for another year’s battle with the
forces of evil Refreshments served
afterwards in the Family Life Cen-
ter of the Church. For additional
information please contact Tere-
sita Martinez at 256-775-3794 or
Clara Puckett at 256-736-5569. All
are welcome.

Sacred Heart Catholic School in
Cullman Sponsors ‘Open House’
Faculty, staff and students of Sa-
cred Heart School in Cullman
invite everyone to their annual
'‘Open House'. This event will take
place on Sunday afternoon, March
22, starting at 2:00 pm. They are
currently accepting Pre-K through
6th grade applications for the
2015-16 school year. The 137 year
old school is NCEA, AdvancED
(SACS) and State certifies and ac-
credited. Sacred Heart School is
located at 12 Second Avenue, SE,
and the phone number is 256-734-
4563; shsoffice@shscullman.org,.

Next Monday

Bosom Buddies Support Group

The Bosom Buddies Support
Group offers support to individu-
als affected by breast cancer. The
group will hold its next meeting
on Monday, March 16th from 6
p.m. to 8 p.m. in Cullman Regional
Medical Center’s Ave Maria Room
in the Community Education Cen-
ter located in Professional Office
Building 2 (1890 AL Highway 157,
Cullman, AL 35058).

Cullman Kiwanis Club

The Cullman Kiwanis Club invites
all local men and women who are
interested in taking part in com-
munity service along with great
fellowship, fun, networking, and
learning to attend their weekly
luncheon meeting at 12 noon each
Monday at the All Steak. Come see
what Kiwanis is all about and en-
joy a great luncheon meal as well.
Domestic Violence Survivor
Support Group

Victim Services of Cullman spon-
sors a Domestic Violence Survi-
vor Support Group meeting every
Monday evening from 5 p.m. until
7 p.m. in the old County Board of
Education Building with childcare
available. For additional informa-
tion please call 256-775-2600.
CRISIS HOTLINE - 256-734-
6100.

CRMC’s Farm Fresh Produce
Sale

Eat healthy while supporting your
local farmers. Cullman Regional
Medical Center will be hosting a
Farm Fresh Produce Sale on Mon-
day from 3-5 p.m. Local farmers
will be selling seasonal fruits and
vegetables in the front Main Hos-
pital parking lot.

Overeaters Anonymous Gather
at Grace Episcopal

Members of Overeaters Anony-
mous meet every Monday, at 9:30
am. at Grace Episcopal Church
in the Carriage House located on
Church premises. Further infor-
mation is available at 256-747-
6218 or 256-352-1143. Everyone is
invited to attend these gatherings.

Cornerstone Revival Ladies
Prayer Meeting

A Ladies Prayer meeting is con-
ducted each Monday night at 7
p-m. at Cornerstone Revival Cen-
ter. For additional information
call 256-796-2899. All interested
women are invited to attend.
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LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT
Sponsored by Busy Bee Café

MONDAY

o 79 cent wings at Rodney G's Hicko-

ry Grill from 6-9 p.m.
TUESDAY

o Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

o Shanghai Circus to perform at WSCC

at 7 p.m.

o Soapmaking at the Agriplex at 6

p.m.

o Pickin' Under the Pavilion at the

Senior Center at 6:30 p.m.

e Square Dancing Lessons at East

Point Community Center from 6:30-8:30

p.m.

o Trivia Night af Rodney G's at 7 p.m.
o Happy Hour at Moe's from 3-7 p.m.
WEDNESDAY
o Karaoke Night at Grumpy's at 7

p.m.
o Happy Hour at Moe's from 3-7 p.m.
o Karaoke Night at Cadillac Ron's at 7
p.m.
o Ladies’ Night at Cadillac Ron’s from
5-8 p.m.

THURSDAY
o The Starfish Throwers - Independent
Film Series - at WSCC from 6-8 p.m.
o Open Mic Night at Brothers from 8
p.m. to close
o Happy Hour at Moe's from 3-7 p.m.
o Karaoke Night at Cadillac Ron's at 7
p.m.

FRIDAY

o (ullman Rodeo at the Agricultural
Trade Center
o (Couponing for Beginners at the
Cullman Chamber from 10-11 a.m.
o Couponing for Beginners at the
Cullman Chamber from 1-2 p.m.
® Live Music at Brothers
o Live Music at Moe's
o Happy Hour at Moe's from 3-6 p.m.
® Live Music at Cadillac Ron’s from 8
p.m. to close
SATURDAY

o (ullman Rodeo at the Agricultural
Trade Center
o (Couponing for Beginners at the
Cullman Chamber from 10-11 a.m.
o Sportsman Lake Park Yard Sale
o Grant Brown Memorial 5K from 8
a.m. fo 12 noon
e Live Music af Brothers
o Live Music at Moe's
o Happy Hour at Moe's from 3-6 p.m.
® Live Music at Cadillac Ron’s from 8
p.m. to close

NEXT MONDAY
® 79 cent wings at Rodney G's Hicko-
ry Grill from 6-9 p.m.
e (RMC's Farm Fresh Produce Sale
from 3-5 p.m.

BUSY BEE CAFE HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

Wine Wednesdays ¢ Thirsty Thursdays
Fill'er Up Fridays ¢ Sudsy Saturdays

LIVE TRIVIA EACH THURSDAY 6-8 P.M.

FROM THE DESK OF

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING

| am so excited to be a part of CullmanSense!
It makes me so happy to be affiliated with
a newspaper that's all about Cullman, my
hometown, and its wonderful citizens! | am
looking forward to seeing a lot of old friends
and making new ones as | will be contacting all
of the businesses of Cullman to help you grow
your business at affordable rates. | encourage
all of the citizens of Cullman to patronize the
advertisers of CullmanSense. Let's all work
together to keep Cullman special and support
a local paper that's keeping us informed

about our great city, county and its citizens.

CONTACT ME AT 256-595-3620
OR JWELLS@CULLMANSENSE.COM

JOLAINE
WELLS

CULMANSENSE'S NEW
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THE LINK OF CULLMAN COUNTY 'FLOURISHES'
PRAISE GIVEN TO GOD FOR ORGANIZATION'S BLESSINGS AT ANNUAL YEAR IN REVIEW EVENT

Sharon Schuler Kreps

sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - The Link
of Cullman County
celebrated all that God
has done in 2014 through
their ministry non-profit
by hosting their annual
event called, “Flourish” on
Thursday at Loft 212. This
year’s event included a
review of 2014, along with
the winners of the 2014
“Dream Big” award, and an
overview of how their funds
have helped turn several
dreams into realities as
The Link was able to help
an innumerable amount of
people across the Cullman
area.

The Link of Cullman
County is a faith-based,
non-profit  organization
that supports the needs
They

encouragement,

of our mneighbors.
provide
goal-setting, career
coaching, financial
counseling, adult literacy
English as
a Second Language
classes, Jobs for Life(TM)

classes, GED classes and

coaching,

orientation, and Wise Up
Money Skills for Teens.

“I am constantly in
awe of how God has used
this organization in our
community to transform
lives through the love of
Jesus Christ,” said Lindsey

Dossey, Past Board Chair
for the Link.

“It amazes me every
day that it all started with
a dream. It was a dream
to help people see life
transformation  through
the love of Jesus Christ
and by turning them to God
so that He can help them
see what their true calling
was.”

“We are praising God
today for all the blessings
we received from our
Annual Event, Flourish,”
said The Link’s Founder
and Executive Director
Dawn Owens.

“We saw one of our
Adult Literacy

(who could barely read

students

when she came to us) get
up and read Scripture
with her coach, a VIPS
student tell the audience
his college plans, and an
amazing video of how God
hasredeemed the lives of so
many because you choose
to donate, volunteer and
pray for The Link. Thank
you to all who came out to
support us. Thank you to
our sponsors: Clay Colvard
Allstate Agency, Jim ‘N
Nick’s and Loft 212.”

The Link is a wonderful
that

continues to change lives

organization

for the good. They continue

to grow by leaps and

bounds and the blessings

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

Along with looking back at the previous year, the "Flourish"

event announced the winners of the 2014 "Dream Big" Award.

they see every day make it
all worthwhile.

If you or someone you
know feel called to help,
or if you know someone
that needs their help, visit
The Link at 1101 3rd Ave
SE, Cullman, Alabama
35055. Call them at 256-
775-0028, e-mail them at
info@linkingcullman.org
and visit their website at

LinkingCullman.org.
For frequently
updated information,

follow them on Facebook
at Facebook.com/
TheLinkofCullmanCounty.

“] am constantly in awe
of how God has used
this organization in our
community to transform
lives through the love .

of Jesus Christ.”

Lindsey Dossey, Past Board Chair .
for The Link of Cullman County

THE LUCK OF THE IRISH: CELEBRATE ST. PATRICK'S DAY IN CULLMAN  |.

Chelsea Sparks
chelsea@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - Local restau-
rants are offering big fun
and entertainment for this
year’s St. Patrick’s Day fes-
tivities. Live music, give-
aways and drink specials
are what you can expect at
some of Cullman’s favorite
night spots.

“We’re going to be hav-
ing a corn beef and cabbage
special for dinner,” said
Kyle Spears of Busy Bee.
“We’ll also be having $6
Irish Car Bombs, Irish Red
on tap, and $3 Irish stouts.”

Brothers Kitchen &
Pourhouse will be bring-
ing out the Irish cheer with
drink specials, giveaways
and more.

“We’ll be having a fun
time here,” said Brothers
Manager Jared Smith. “We
will be open all day, and
that night starting around
7 p-m. and we’ll be having
live music, drink specials
and hope to be doing some
fun giveaways to everyone.
Should be a great time.”

If you are looking to get
an authentic feel for the
holiday, then look no fur-
ther than The Irish Chip-

per. You won’t need luck
this St. Paddy’s Day to
enjoy delicious food and
much more at this quaint
restaurant, which will be
opening at 10:30 a.m. and
celebrating until 8 p.m.
Dancing, music, food and
more will be offered by this
genuine Irish couple.

“We will be having an
Irish Celtic band playing,”
said owner Martin Merri-
man.

“We will also have danc-
ing and will be serving a
special menu of authentic
Irish food. The oldies ra-

dio station will be coming

ot B 5 ;
R R . SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE
The Irish Chipper is among many

local establishments that will
celebrate St. Patrick's Day.

in from 11 a.m. to1 p.m. We  drinks and lots of food will

hope everyone comes out
and has a great time.”

No matter where you
choose to eat, drink and be
merry this holiday you are
sure to have a grand time in
Cullman. Live music, Irish

make for a festive night
throughout the city. And
as the Irish blessing goes,
“May your troubles be less
and your blessings be more
and nothing but happiness
come through your door.”

Poll

Do you think the U.S. Supreme
Court should repeal the
Affordable Care Act?

This Week’s Poll

Does your family have a
fire evacuation plan?

Vote Today at
CullmanSense.com/Poll

culiman city parks & recreation

WHAT'S ON DECK
AT
PARKS AND REC....

www.cullmanrecreation.org
256-734-9157

CP&R Lacrosse: A FREE Lacrosse clinic will be
held at Heritage Park on Saturday, March 21, at
10am. All equipment will be available for use for
free, and the clinic will take any interested
individuals through the basics of playing the game.
The clinic will also feature games to be played.
Call 256-739-9931 to register for FREE!

CP&R Adult Archery Classes will begin in
March 2015. Classes will be offered on Tuesday
nights at 6:30pm; cost is $40 per month. Instructor
is professional archer Robin Green. Register now
at the Civic Center or call 256-734-9157 for info.
Community Garden Coming in March. CP&R’s
Community Garden will open in March at Nesmith
Park. The garden will feature plots to rent and use
throughout the year with community supplies,
provided water, and other perks.

Gardening Classes will start March 31 at the
NEW Community Garden at Nesmith Park.
Classes will be held on Tuesday nights from 6pm-
7:15pm and are limited to the first 15 who register.
A work session will also be offered on Saturdays
from 9am-12pm for the duration of the 8 week
class. Cost is $75 which includes all supplies, a
plot in the Community Garden for the entire year,
and all seeds for start up. Registration is now open
at the Civic Center.

Men’s Spring League Softball Registration is
now open through March 15 at Heritage Park. Cost
is $425 per team with a 12 game season and a
single elimination tournament . Games will be
played at Heritage Park; call 256-739-9931.
Miracle League Baseball Registration is open
now through March 15 at the Cullman Civic
Center. Cost is $50 which includes a jersey and
trophy at the end of the season. Call 256-739-9931
for more information .

Father/Son Night Out will take place on Friday,
April 17 from 7-10:30pm at Heritage Park. This
event will feature great bonding time for sons ages
5-12 and their fathers with games including team
events, capture the flag and more. Registration is
$30 for a father/son pair at the Civic Center.
Mother/Daughter PJ Party will also take place
April 17 from 7-10:30pm at the Wellness &
Aquatic Center. Register at the Civic Center for
games, makeovers, and great bonding time!

CP&R HOSTING PARENT/
CHILD NIGHT OUT

IRS SCAM BULLIES LOCAL
RESIDENTS

SPRING CLEANING IS
RIGHT AROUND THE

RNER
A growing scam has been co

spreading rapidly across the
nation, and has affected some
residents of Cullman County and
surrounding areas. The scam
artist will make threatening phone
calls to the victim and claim to
be from the Internal Revenue
Service with the aim of scaring
the victim info paying large...

A family night out can be one of
the best ways to bond together.
CP&R will be holding a Mother/
Daughter PJ Party and a Father/
Son Night Out on Friday, April
17,2015 from 7p.m.-10:30p.m.
Registration is open at the Civic
Center.

Despite all the snow and ice
lately, spring is just around

the corner. Flowers will begin

to bloom and the grass will
suddenly become a lot greener.
During the spring, most people
find themselves outside, enjoying
the sunshine and nice weather.
Others will take the opportunity...

grne.ws/332

What's
Online

cullman cily parks & recreation

grne.ws/330 grne.ws/331
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2ND
FRIDAYS
KICKS
OFF

CULLMAN CHAMBER
AND ROCK THE SOUTH
HIGHLIGHT LOCAL TALENT

Chelsea Sparks

che|se0@cu||monsense.com

CULLMAN - The Cullman
Area Chamber of Commerce
launched their kickoff event,
2nd Fridays, where they have
partnered with Rock the South
for a Battle of the Bands style
competition. The event kick-
off was the first of a series
running from March through
October. Local stores in down-
town Cullman extended their
hours and offered a special
giveaway, while local restau-
rants offered a variety of food
& free entertainment for ev-
eryone to enjoy, while seek-
ing nominations for the bands
that will rival it out in the
months to come.

“We put this on primar-
ily for the folks in Cullman
that own restaurants and re-
tail businesses,” said Cullman
Chamber President Leah Bo-
lin. “And for those that don't
know Cullman to come out
and discover it. That's why
partnering with Rock the
South was a perfect choice to
draw people to our local busi-
nesses.”

While the weather was not
exactly cooperative with cold
temperatures, everyone that
participated still had a great
time listening to the stellar
music of DownSouth.

e
SPRING RECIPES

STRAWBERRY HOKEY-POKEY CAKE

Chelsea Sparks

che|seo@cu\|monsensecom

shine,
flowers, fresh fruits
vegetables.
spring with a poke cake
topped with fresh strawber-
ries. This dish will be perfect
for Easter Sunday lunch be-

fore you hunt those eggs!

Ingredients:

¢ 1 package - white cake
mix (regular size)

¢ 1-1/4 cups - water

e 2eggs

¢ 1/4 cup - canola oil

e 2 packages (10 ounces
each) - frozen, sweetened

WE WANT TO PUBLISH YOUR RECIPE!  SEND SUBMISSIONS T0 RECIPES@CULLMANSENSE.COM

pringtime brings a
lot of things like sun-
green grass,
and
Celebrate this

Cl
The popular band DownSouth lead off the first

ULl

night of 2nd Fridays and Battle of the Bands.
|

“] love that Cullman can
finally have events like this.
We have evolved so much

in the past five years.”
Ashley love, 2nd Fridays Attendee

“I like that our hometown
has something like this where
people can come together
and support local bands,” said
attendee Ashley Love from
Trimble. “I love that Cullman
can finally have events like
this. We have evolved so much
in the past five years. We never
had events like this, and music
like this here just a few years
ago.”

The first few months of 2nd
Fridays will feature Battle of
the Bands. Citizens were in-
vited on the kick-off night to
nominate their favorite local
band to participate in the bat-
tle. One band who is hopeful to
make the cut is a new band in
town called Southern Stitches.
Lead singer Jesse Priest and
lead guitarist Tyler Phillips
were both excited to have the
opportunity this event offers.
Phillips was especially excited
after recently coming back
from two tours in Afghanistan
with the Marine Corps.

“Music is what we love

sliced strawberries, thawed
e 2 packages (3 ounces
each) strawberry gelatin

e 1
frozen whipped
thawed, divided

¢ Fresh strawberries

Carton (12 ounces)
topping,

Instructions:

1. Combine the cake mix,
water, eggs and oil; beat on
low speed for 30 seconds.
Beat on medium for 2 min-
utes.

2. Grease 9 inch round bak-
ing dish. Bake at 350° for 25-
35 minutes. Cool for 10 min-
utes out of the pans.

3. Return layers, top side
up, to two clean 9-in. round
baking pans. Using a larger
fork or skewer, poke holes

to do,” Priest said. “We play
southern rock, we do some
original and some covers, we
mix it up. We're freshly started
but we have a lot of support. It
would just be an honor to be
nominated; this is a great op-
portunity for us.”

2nd Fridays and Battle of

the Bands Schedule

¢ April 10th - 1st Round

¢ May 8th - 2nd Round

¢ June 12th - Final Round

¢ June 19th - Rock the South

The winner of the final round
will perform at the Rock the
2nd
Fridays, combined with the

South music festival.

crowd drawing power of Rock
the South, should create a sup-
portive atmosphere for local
artists, retailers and restau-
rants alike, according to Leah
Bolin.
More information
this
at

on

event can be found
CullmanChamber.org/

Fridays.

into the cake around 1/2 inch
apart.

4. Separate the juice from
berries in a measuring cup.
Add water to juice to mea-
sure 2 cups; pour into a small
saucepan. Bring to a boil; stir
in gelatin until dissolved.
Chill for 30 minutes. Gently
spoon over each cake layer.
Chill for 2-3 hours.

5. Dip the bottom of one
pan into warm water for 10
seconds. Invert cake onto
a serving platter. Top with
reserved strawberries and 1
cup whipped topping. Place
second cake layer over top-
ping.

6. Frost cake with remain-
ing whipped topping. Chill
for at least 1 hour.

COMICS

CULLMANSENSE.COM
March 16, 2015

WHITTE & BLACK e "Future Daughter” e st.edo@cullmansense.com

1

hawt @
5;'( Hriand

MAMA’S BOYZ

www.jerrycraft.net

JERRY CRAFT

HAPPY ST PATRICKS ) ... BUT,
T'MNOT

NONSENSE ¢ EVERVONE'S
IRISH ON

ST PATTY'S
DAY,

OH, LIKE EVERYONE'S
DURING

SHOEY AND 1 ARE GOING INTO|
TOWN FOR A COUPLE DAYS.

at's my girl you're
talking to. Now beat
it Nerf!

Suswet STREET 03071 Mas

JjuUUust imaginary.

Why all the scream®

That's just an IMAGINARY monster
under my bed - remember?

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

sy stueet

FACEBOOK.COM/
CULLMANSENSE

~\
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PETS OF THE WEEK

LUNA

Hello my name is Luna and | am about 3.5 years old. | am a

pure bred Chesapeake Bay Retriever and | currently weigh 63

lbs. I am full of life and I love to play especially in water J. |

am good with children and fully house broken and | don't seem

to mind the other dogs around me either. | am full of life, love

to play and ready to meet my forever family! Please come by

and visit with me. You may find out I'm an extremely lovable

companion!

IRISH CREAM

Hello my name is Irish Cream and | am about 1 years old. | am

a Samoyed mix and | currently weigh 44 |bs. | am a stray but

no one claims me, | will go up for adoption on 03/15/15 at 9

a.m. | am full of life and I love to play, so please come and visit

with me! You may find out I'm a lovable companion!

ADOPT THESE PETS TODAY

Both of these dogs have an
adoption fee of $90 that will
include their general exam at
the Vet, vaccines, wormer, ra-

bies shot, microchip, spay/

neuter, and free 45 days of pet
health insurance. Pet Depot will
give you a bag of food (you pay
taxes) as their way of support-
ing adoption.

If you know the owner of either
dog or if you are interested
in adopting one of the dogs,
please call 256-734-5448 or
come by the Animal Shelter.
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OPINION

VOICE11

WE STILL HAVE A LONG WAY TO WALK

ANNIVERSARY OF BLOODY SUNDAY IN SELMA REMINDS US TO KEEP MOVING FORWARD

Chelsea Sparks
chelsea@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - Fifty years ago,
people of color were subjected
to abhorrent treatment in our
state, and while it is still not
something many want to re-
member, it is the only way to
truly move forward. On March
7, thousands gathered at the
bridge in Selma to do just that,
not to celebrate, but to re-
member to keep fighting.
There have been many
great strides made toward
equality, certainly when com-
paring today with the events
of 50 years ago. The time has

OPINION

not come to simply move on
and forget the lessons and
atrocities of the past, because
in many ways, it is still our
present. Many like to think
that things like racism, sex-
ism and discrimination are no
longer a part of our society;
that we have come far enough
in this state and country that
it should not be a topic dis-
cussed. I ask, “How far have
we really come?” Stringent
voter ID laws are merely a way
to restrict the voting popu-
lation, and injustice in our
criminal system where racial
profiling runs rampant has
locked away a massive amount

of black men; meanwhile laws
and rhetoric are used every
day to undermine women in
society, and it wasn’t even
until the year 2000 that inter-
racial marriage was legalized
in Alabama. Not to mention
the current treatment of the
LGBT minority groups.

While many do not want
to look at the ugly faces of
our country at present, it is
essential to acknowledge our
shortcomings if we are to
ever achieve a brighter future.
Things have taken positive
shifts in the past five decades,
but these awful mindsets and
actions are not gone, they are

simply more subtle and bur-
ied under a mountain of de-
nial. The first step to solving
any problem is admitting that
there is one, and then taking
a stand to not allow others to
simply sweep it under the rug.

Let us not shy away from
the truth, but bask in it and
understand it. Awareness and
education are the only way
to achieve true equality, for
everyone to truly be free. We
are either all equal or none of
us are. The blood, sweat and
tears of those who have fought
for equality before us has
brought us too far to turn back
now.

GREAT SPEECH IN SELMA, MR. PRESIDENT!

Winslow Myers

PeaceVoice

ery stirring and elo-

quent words at the Ed-

mund Pettus Bridge,
Mr. President, commemorat-
ing the 50th anniversary of the
Selma to Montgomery march.

“What they did here will re-
verberate through the ages. Not
because the change they won
was preordained; not because
their victory was complete;
but because they proved that
nonviolent change is possible,
that love and hope can conquer
hate.”

Not only that nonviolent
change is possible, Mr. Presi-
dent, but that nonviolence is
by far the most effective route
to change both at home and
abroad. So stop sending those
drones to kill innocent chil-
dren in faraway desert lands,
murders that create more ter-
rorists than they eliminate!

“What greater expression of
faith in the American experi-
ment than this, what greater
form of patriotism is there than
the belief that America is not
yet finished, that we are strong
enough to be self-critical, that
each successive generation can
look upon our imperfections
and decide that it is in our pow-
er to remake this nation to more
closely align with our highest
ideals?”

Yes! So rather than forc-
ing him into exile for fear of
not getting a fair trial, let’s
honor the heroism of Edward
Snowden for exposing the
lies of high officials and their
trashing of our inalienable
right to freedom and autono-
my.

You promised the most
transparent government in
the history of our country,
but there is more secrecy and
persecution of whistleblowers
than ever.

It’s the idea held by genera-
tions of citizens who believed

that America is a constant
work in progress; who believed
that loving this country re-
quires more than singing its
praises or avoiding uncom-
fortable truths.
the occasional disruption, the

It requires

willingness to speak out for
what is right, to shake up the
status quo. That’s America.”

Indeed it is. And that is why
it is a tragedy that no one has
been held accountable under
the law for the web of deceit
that led us into the tragic,
budget-busting military cam-
paigns that have only planted
the seeds for further violence
in the Mideast. These wars
went forward in the face of the
largest peaceful citizen protest
marches in the history of the
world.

“What a glorious thing, Dr.
King might say. And what a sol-
emn debt we owe. Which leads
us to ask, just how might we re-
pay that debt?”

One way we can repay that
debt and we ourselves can
shine in the light of Dr. King’s
glory is not to forget Dr. King’s
truth-telling connection of ill-
considered, futile wars abroad
with eradicable poverty and
racism at home.

““We are capable of bearing
a great burden,” James Baldwin
once wrote, ‘once we discover
that the burden is reality and
arrive where reality is.”

There’s nothing America
can’t handle if we actually look
squarely at the problem ... If

we want to honor the courage
of those who marched that
day, then all of us are called to
possess their moral imagina-
tion. All of us will need to feel
as they did the fierce urgency
of now. All of us need to rec-
ognize as they did that change
depends on our actions, on our
attitudes, the things we teach
our children. And if we make
such an effort, no matter how
hard it may sometimes seem,
laws can be passed, and con-
sciences can be stirred, and
consensus can be built.”

Right on. These rousing
words remind us of your past
speeches advocating for the
abolition of nuclear weapons.
Instead, our government plans
to spend untold dollars des-
perately needed for meeting
real human needs on the re-
newal of our nuclear arsenal,
arrogantly disregarding our
solemn obligation as a signato-
ry of the Nuclear Nonprolifer-
ation Treaty to ramp down and
finally eliminate these expen-
sive, useless world-destroying
weapons.

“Of course, our democracy is
not the task of Congress alone,
or the courts alone, or even the
President alone. If every new
voter-suppression law  was
struck down today, we would
still have, here in America,
one of the lowest voting rates
amonyg free peoples. . .

What’s our excuse today for
not voting? How do we so casu-
ally discard the right for which

so many fought? How do we so
fully give away our power, our
voice, in shaping America’s fu-
ture?”

Could it have anything to
do with cynicism and disillu-
sion with a political game that
is rigged against authentic de-
mocracy from the get-go, the
corruption at the heart of our
politics and economics en-
couraged by our own highest
court, corruption that equates
money with speech, rotting
our electoral system from
within, corruption that allows
ethically challenged bankers
not only to walk free but also
to be bailed out by the hard-
earned tax dollars of ordinary
citizens?

“That’s what it means to
love America. That’s what it
means to believe in America.
That’s what it means when we
say America is exceptional.”

Sadly, America is also ex-
ceptional in its grinding con-
tradictions, as your speech
itself demonstrates despite its
obvious good intentions and
unifying rhetoric. America is
indeed exceptional in the in-
carcerated percentage of its
population, in infant mortal-
ity, in the number of people
who may be uncertain from
where their next meal is com-
ing. The exceptional promise
of our country will truly be re-
alized when principles applied
in one compartment of our na-
tional life become relevant to

all compartments.
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