SERIES 5 « ISSUE 17 » APRIL 27, 2015

CULLMANSENSE
COMMUNITY MATTERS

NOAH CHANDLER/CULLMANSENSE

BUSY BEE CAFE
CELEBRATES 96
YEARS WITH
CRAWFISH
BOIL P3

FORMER
UNIVERSITY OF
ALA. PLAYER
SPEAKS AT
CHAMBER
LUNCH P2

i
SAMUEL TUCKER

RELIGIOUS SPOTLIGHT

MEET GRACE
COMMUNITY
CHURCH’S
PASTOR
SAMUEL
TUCKER P4

LATEST STATE
FARM DATA
RANKS ALABAMA
8TH NATIONALLY
IN TORNADO
CLAIMS P2

RELAY FOR LIFE
EVENT SHAPING
UP TO BE A FUN
NIGHT P6

PILOT CLUB HOSTS
LUNCHEON AND
FASHION SHOW P10

»
[
&
g
«I
[
v
&
]
=

KNAPSACKS
FOR KIDS

TEAM CREW CHARITY DAY MOVED DUE TO WEATHER

Chelsea Sparks
chelsea@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - The annual
Team Crew Charity Day has
been moved to May 9 due to
the threat of inclement weath-
er on the event's previous
date, April 25. Forecasts pro-
jected the potential for strong
storms in the afternoon hours,

prompting organizers to move

the event.

Team Crew was founded
to support a little boy named
Crew and his family in their
efforts to help find a cure for
Cystic Fibrosis. Crew and his
family have become the face of
Cystic Fibrosis in the Cullman
area over the past two years,
and have done much to further
the efforts of spreading aware-
ness.

The big day, rescheduled
for May 9, will still have the
same great events on the
new date according to Crew’s
mother, Jessica Pettus.

“For the most part the
event will stay the same, there
was a band that couldn’t come
for May 9,”
bly one of the food trucks will

she said. “Possi-

not make it, but still plenty
of entertainment and food.

There will be inflatables and
face painting for the kids, food
truck vendors, over 40 plus
craft vendors, a chance to meet
Elsa and Spider-Man,
bands and a performance from

live

the Factory Dance. Our new-
est event is the car show with
a $500 cash prize and door
prizes! It's a great time for ev-
eryone in the family!”

The event’s car show was

WSCC GETS NEW ART EXHIBIT

EVELYN
BURROW
MUSEUM

HOSTS “EQUUS:

FINE ART

PHOTOGRAPHY

BY ARDEN
WARD
UPTON" P8

THE EVELYN BURROW MUSEUM

The exhibition will be on display through May 16 and

features dozens of large-scale, fine art photographs.

CULLMAN COUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY
HONORS LESIA
COLEMAN FOR 34
YEARS OF SERVICE

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

“What helped me get through all this
is that | knew God was always there

and | never had a fear of death.”

Kathy McLeroy

Sharon Schuler Kreps

sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - Meet Kathy
McLeroy. Kathy is the moth-
er of two grown children,
Zackary McLeroy and Brit-

CITIZEN OF THE WEEK
KATHY MCLEROY

tany (Matthew) Howell. She
has three beautiful grand-
children, 9-year-old Miles,
6-year-old Alexa, 1-year-old
Ever, and sweet little Geor-
P/

who
her

giabelle,
will make

CCPLS
colleagues Lea
Scott, Dean
Green, Ron
Hogue, Lesia

| Abt (front).

P4

KATHY MCLEROY

Throughout her life McLeroy has had Hodgkin’s
disease, breast cancer, a heart attack, open
heart surgery, and recently a heart transplant.

also rescheduled for the 9th,
with registration starting at
9:30 a.m. for $35, and the main
events beginning at 9 a.m. Pet-
tus said she is hopeful that this
new day will have an even bet-
ter turnout that the first.

“I believe there is a rea-
son for everything, so maybe
the turnout will be even bet-
ter May 9 than originally
planned!”

INCLEMENT
WEATHER
MOVES
COMMUNITY
WIDE YARD
SALE TO MAY 2

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - The Cullman
County Wide Yard Sale that
was initially scheduled for
Saturday, April 25 at Smith
Lake Park has been resched-
uled for Saturday, May 2, 2015
due to previously forecasted
severe weather.

“We want everyone to stay
safe,” said Doug Davenport,
director of Cullman County
Parks and Rec. “If you have al-
ready registered for this week-
end, please come on out and
join us next Saturday! If you
have any questions or if you
did not register and would like
to reserve a spot for $10 for
the yard sale, you
can still call 256- P3

CRMC JOINS
THE AMERICAN
JOINT
REPLACEMENT
REGISTRY

Lindsey Dossey
CRMC Contributor

CULLMAN - In its continu-
ing mission to provide the best
patient care possible, Cull-
man Regional Medical Center
(CRMC) is proud to announce
that it has become a par-
P6

ticipant of the
American Joint
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FORMER UNIVERSITY OF ALA. PLAYER SPEAKS AT CHAMBER LUNCH
JEREWA CASTILEDELVERS NESSAGE ABOLT CHARACTER D EADERSH

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN -
University of Alabama football

Former
player, Jeremiah Castille,
was the guest speaker at the
Cullman Area Chamber of
Commerce’s Community
April
24. He spoke to a crowded

Luncheon on Friday,

room about character and
leadership. ~An  ordained
minister, Castille created the
Jeremiah Castille Foundation,
whose vision is to invest,
influence, impact and inspire
lives so they will rebuild and
restore generations.
“Everybody has value,

everybody  matters,” said
Castille. “When you invest in
people, you will see a return.
Why is that

investing? Investing in people

important -

opens the human heart.”
Castille encouraged area
business leaders to participate
in the 8th Annual Character
Camp. The Castille Character
Camp was established in 2008
and provides a fun, safe and
skill-focused experience for
youth and athletes. Jeremiah
Castille, assisted by former
NFL and Division I athletes,
will teach the fundamental
skills of athletics. The camp
will

give participates a

competitive edge in their

athletic performance.

The Character Camp will
instruction
skills. It
is designed to provide a

offer hands-on

of non-contact

solid foundation in football
fundamentals while
teaching character training.
taught

discipline,

Participates are
self
consideration of others, and

teamwork,

how to attain and maximize
their true potential, relative
to their age and development
both on the field and in life.
“Our

develop and prepare players

goal is to train,
to reach their full potential,
athletically and personally,
through
character building,”
“The
divided into four quarters with

skill training and
Castille
explained. camp is
character corner during half-
time.”

The Castille
Camp will take place Friday

Character

and Saturday, June 5 and 6 at
Heritage Park.
contact the Cullman County

To register,

Board of Education located
at 402 Arnold Street NE,
Cullman, AL 35055. Contact
T.J. Franey at 256-590-4803
or Leah Sapp at 256-734-
2933. E-mail any questions
to  tfraney@ccboe.org or
visit the Jeremiah Castille
Foundation’s  website at

CastilleFoundation.org.

] SHARON SC:!ULR KREPS/CULLMANSENSE
Former University of Alabama football player, Jeremiah Castille, meets with
guests at the Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce Community Luncheon.

“Qur goal
is to train,
develop and
prepare
players to
reach their
full potential,
athletically
and
personally,
through skill
training and
character
building.”

Jeremiah Castille,
Founder of the Jeremiah
Castille Foundation

LATEST STATE FARM DATA RANKS ALABAMA 8TH NATIONALLY IN TORNADO CLAIMS

State Farm
Contributor

BIRMINGHAM - State Farm
is reminding Alabama home-
owners about the importance
of severe weather prepared-
ness this spring by providing
perspective on losses seen by
homeowners during last year’s
severe weather outbreaks.
This
damage seen almost one year
ago in April 2014.

State Farm claims data

includes the tornado

shows Alabama ranked 8th in
the nation in 2014 with 4,612
tornado and high wind claims
in the state.

The state of Illinois came
in with the highest number of
claims reported at more than
10,000. Nationally in 2014, the
company paid out more than
$870 million for claims as are-
sult of tornado and high wind
claims.

Tornado and high winds
are some of the most destruc-
tive forces of nature. While
tornadoes are frequent in the
Great Plains, South, and Mid-
west, there is no state in the
country that isn’t at risk.

“We hope reminders like
this will spark more interest
in taking steps like reviewing
your insurance policy and tak-
ing a home inventory before

the worst of the spring severe
weather season arrives,” says
State Farm spokesman Roszell
Gadson. As the nation’s largest
property insurer, State Farm
wants to make sure your fam-
ily is prepared for the destruc-
tive and potentially deadly
force of a tornado.

Preparing Your Home a Tor-
nado

e Strengthen your garage. A
garage door can be especially
vulnerable during high winds
so a reinforced, windowless
door with vertical bracing is
your best option.

e Secure your windows. If
you’ve heard you should open
windows during a tornado
to equalize pressure, you've
heard wrong! Instead, investi-
gate systems that clip plywood
to your windows - no nailing
necessary.

e Maintain trees and shrub-
bery in your yard. Remove
weak branches and eliminate
trees that could fall on your
home during a storm. Falling
trees and blowing debris in
storms often cause fatalities
and severe structural damage.
e Store important docu-
ments such as birth certifi-
cates, wills, and certificates
of ownership in a fire- and
water-proof safe in a secure

location away from your resi-
dence. In the event your home
is damaged or destroyed, you
will still be able to access vital
documents.
¢ Create and maintain a
home inventory to make sure
you have the right insurance
protection, and in the event of
a loss, simplify the claims pro-
cess.

Preparing Your Family for a
Tornado

¢ Every member from the
family should be familiar with
your local severe weather
warning system and know
what to do when a tornado
"watch” or "warning” is issued
¢ Create and practice a plan
of action for your family and
choose a place for your family
to meet if you get separated

¢ Consider installing a safe
room. If you live in an area
prone to tornadoes, this might
be the best move you can
make. It won’t protect your
home but will protect you and
your family - and that’s what’s
truly irreplaceable.

e If you do not have a safe
room or a tornado shelter, you
should identify what might be
the safest area of your home
or business during tornadoes.
This is usually the basement
or a small interior room with-

out windows.

During a Tornado (Inside a
Shelter)

e Head to the center of your
home or basement, away from
windows and preferably under
something sturdy like a work-
bench or staircase or in a bath-
tub with a mattress over top of
you.

* Get to the safest place pos-
sible, away from glass that can
break and injure or kill you.

* Closing interior doors will
also help to compartmental-
ize the structure and provide
more barriers between you
and the storm.

e Don’t try to ride out a tor-
nado in a manufactured home.
Even manufactured homes
with tie-downs overturn in

these storms because they

have light frames and offer

winds a large surface area to

push against.

During a Tornado (Outside
with No Shelter)

e Never try to outrun a tor-
nado. Instead, leave the vehi-
cle immediately for safe shel-
ter.

¢ If you can safely get lower
than the level of the roadway,
such as in a ditch, leave your
car and lie in that area, cover-
ing your head with your hands.
¢ Do not get under an over-
pass or bridge. You are safer in
alow, flat location.

Recovering from a Tornado
The period following a natural
disaster can be disorienting
and dangerous. Below are a
few tips that may help relieve
some of the uncertainty and

help you stay safe, secure your

property, and begin the claims
process in the aftermath of a
major event.

¢ Use your emergency water
or boil tap water before drink-
ing until you are told the water
supply is safe. Food that came
in contact with water may be
contaminated and should be
discarded.

¢ Visually inspect your home
for structural damage and take
reasonable steps to prevent
further damage. For example,
board up holes with plywood
and cover leaks with plastic
sheeting.

¢ Your insurer will require
you to document any damage
to your property and provide
receipts for recovery-related
expenses. Save receipts for
home repairs, vehicle towing
and repairs, temporary hous-
ing, food, and other expenses.

* 1401 4t St. SW Cullman, AL 35055 » 256-734-8539 » johnnysbarbg.com

OPEN TUESDAY - SATURDAY 10 A.M.

-9 P.M.
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BUSY BEE CAFE
CELEBRATES 96

YEARS WITH

CRAWFISH BOIL

“AS SOON AS WE SAW THE
MENU, WE KNEW WHAT WE
WERE GOING TO BE DOING.”

BRANDI EDDLEMAN, CRAWFISH BOIL ATTENDEE

Mary Standifer
Contributor

CULLMAN - Saturday,
April 25, 2015 marked the
96th anniversary of Busy
Bee Cafe’s grand opening.
To commemorate nearly a
century of existence, owner-
operator Kyle Spears held a
Crawfish boil on the premises.
Starting at 5 p.m., a new, one-
night,
menu was

celebration exclusive
introduced to
patrons of the café. The menu
items included Cajun staples
such as chicken and sausage
gumbo, boiled shrimp as well
as crawfish, and even alligator.
The fresh food was picked up
from Baton Rouge, Louisiana
and driven to Cullman in a
company vehicle.

Customers began filling
tables almost immediately at 5
p.m.; those who did not arrive
in time to have a seat patiently
waited at the door.

“I loved it, absolutely loved
Brandi
Eddleman. “It was very good.

it,” said customer

I like hot, and it was Cajun
and it was hot! We both had to
wash our hands!”

Brandi, her husband Todd,
and 7-year-old daughter Reilly
decided to come to the event
after seeing the menu.

“As soon as we saw the
menu, we knew what we
were going to be doing,”
said Brandi. Although Reilly
decided to forgo the Cajun
cuisine in favor of chicken
fingers and french fries, she
still had a great time watching
her parents get their hands
messy while breaking apart
crawfish.

Just that
keeps a small family-owned

what is it

restaurant open for almost
“Three things:
customer service, affordable

a century?

food, and the hamburgers,”
says Kyle Spears.

The Busy Bee story started
backin 1919 with a man named
Milford Ford. Milford opened
the restaurant intending to
name it Ford’s Café, but was
beaten to the punch when
customers started referring to
the café as Busy Bee due to a
bee’s nest in a nearby tree.

The well-known burger

recipe has remained the same
for all 96 years of the café’s
existence.

What makes a Busy Bee
burger taste so good? Bread is
added into the meat giving the
burger a unique and delicious
taste.

This method of preparing
burgers was common in the
early 1900s and remained the
same at Busy Bee because the
burgers were a hit with the
community.

Since its opening, Busy
Bee has changed hands many
times. The

Spears family

purchased the restaurant
in 1967 and has continued
to operate it for three
generations.

Kyle, now 29 years old,
became the café’s owner
on January 1, 2015 after his
mother, Kitty Spears, was
ready to retire.

The Busy Bee has not
been immune from turmoil
in its time; on April 27, 2011,
a tornado ripped through the
heart of Cullman demolishing
the café, but not the Spears
family’s spirit and dedication.

Even though then owner
Kitty Spears suffered broken
bones during the tragic event,
the family worked tirelessly
to reopen the café on April 27,
2012, only one year after the
incident.

The crawfish boil doubled
as a celebration for the café’s
96th anniversary as well as
the three-year anniversary of
reopening after the tornados.

“We were originally trying
to be open by August of the
same year it went down, but
there was too much red tape in
the way,” explained Kyle.

Kyle spends his time at the
restaurant working alongside
his employees to do tasks like
cook food, take customers’
orders, and fix drinks.

When asked what the
hiatus year was like for the
family and employees, he
simply replied, “Boring”.

The crawfish boil was a
success; the café sold out of
everything on the special
menu well before midnight.

Kylerevealed that he would
like to do another crawfish

boil but is not sure when it will

LOCAL3

The items

on the Busy
Bee's special
menu were
delivered
fresh from
Baton Rouge,
Louisiana.

o ]

be held.
This is good news for
customers like Brandi

that
she would definitely attend

Eddleman who said

another event like Saturday’s
celebration if the restaurant
decided to do it.

Kyle shared that his
favorite part of the night was
at 7 p.m. when a live band
started to play and he saw
his customers enjoying food,
music, and having a good time.

The event held a great
atmosphere that was family
friendly, community centric,
and enjoyable for all ages.
It was a fantastic way to
pay homage to 96 years of
outstanding customer service,
community support, and of
course, the best burgers in
town.

NOAH CHANDLER/CULLMANSENSE

BILL SMITH
BUICK GMC
PRESENTS

TALLADEGA
TICKET GIVEAWAY

FROM CULLMANSENSE

ENTER TO WIN FOUR TICKETS TO TALLADEGA
SUPERSPEEDWAY MAY 2ND AND 3RD

VISIT QRNE.WS/TALLADEGA FOR DETAILS

have it

a year.

Subscribe to
CullmanSense
today and

delivered to

your door
for only $40

%" CULLMANSENSE

$40/year

Name

Address

E-mail

Send checks to
412 1st Ave. SE

Ste. 103
Cullman, AL 35055
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RELIGIOUS SPOTLIGHT: MEET GRACE COMMUNITY
CHURCH'S PASTOR SAMUEL TUCKER

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN -
County is located deep within
the heart of the Bible Belt

and as a result, it is full of

Cullman

wonderful churches and God
This week’s

religious profile concentrates

loving people.

on Pastor Samuel Tucker of
Grace Community Church.
Southern born and southern
bred, Samuel has a deep love
for his family, he’s a hard
worker and enjoys spreading
the word of God to the world
around him.

Samuel was born and raised
in Cullman. He graduated from
West Point High School in
1989, and attended two years
at Wallace State Community
College. there, he
completed almost two years
of Bible College through New
Orleans Seminary. He was

From

raised on a farm and married
the lovely Jennifer Peinhardt,
who also came from a farming
family. He has worked in many
different throughout
his adult life but is currently

jobs

a pastor and a salesman at
Mitch Smith Chevrolet.

“I surrendered to God's
call to preach at the age of 17,”
he said. “It was in July just
prior to starting my senior
year in high school. I started
pastoring Antioch Baptist
Church near Fairview at 20
years of age. I have pastored at
Antioch Baptist, FBC Shelby,
FBC Addison, Valhermoso
Baptist Church, and I have
been the interim pastor at

Grace Community Church

near Holly Pond for two years
now.”

Samuel also has an ongoing
Mission Partnership in
Uganda with Pastor Nathan
Sserunjogi. They host pastor
church

and leadership

conferences. Samuel has
been there five times and is
currently planning another
trip for September.

“About five

I began a radio preaching

years ago,
ministry called Solid Rock
Radio
continued.

“I preach on 92.1 FM at 8
a.m. every Sunday and also

Ministry,”  Samuel

on 999 FM at 7 am. every
Sunday. Serving the Lord has
always been a strong desire of
mine, regardless if it is in the
pulpit, in leadership, on the
radio or in the market place
like at a car dealership. God’s
call is to serve Him faithfully
wherever you might be,” he
smiled.

Any church pastor will tell
you, the vocation can be both
very satisfying and extremely
difficult at times.

“The most rewarding thing
in ministry and the one thing
that keeps me in the work of
the Lord is to see one more
person become a child of God,”
Samuel grinned.

“There is no better feeling
than to pray for someone and
witness to them and then see
them understand the truth
and surrender to God and get
saved!”

Samuel then went on
to speak about some of the

Coleman (from Front)

Sharon Schuler Kreps

shoron@cu”monsense.com

CULLMAN - The Cullman
County Public Library Board
and employees recently hon-
ored long time librarian, Le-
sia Coleman, for her 34 years
of outstanding service. On
Thursday, in appreciation for
her dedication to the library,
Coleman was presented with
a set of Grace Livingston Hill’s
books to be shelved in the li-
brary.

Lesia was originally a vol-
unteer for the library and
worked in the Technical Ser-
vices Department.

Later she helped with the
bill paying and processing on
a part-time basis. Eventually
she moved up to full time em-
ployment under the direction

of Mrs. Bettina Pearson Hig-
don in 1981 and has been there
ever since.

A voracious reader, Lesia
contributes her love for read-
ing to her mother.

Mrs.

Christian fiction,

Coleman enjoyed
especially
books written by Grace Liv-
ingston Hill. Young Lesia
would eagerly read each book
as soon as her mother would
finish.

Lesia was the head of circu-
lation for years until she was
promoted to the reader ser-
vice coordinator. The past five
years she has been the head of
public services.

She has contributed her
talents to collection develop-
ment in the adult fiction. She
makes selections for the as-

sisted living and senior citizen

Sale (from Front)

739-2916.”

Again, the Cullman County
Wide Yard Sale will be happen-
ing Saturday, May 2 at Smith

Lake Park. The admission to
the park that day is free.

Spots are still available -
grass spots are $10 and pavil-

SAMUEL TUCKER

Samuel Tucker, Interim Pastor at Grace Community Church and his wife Jennifer.

difficult things pastors face at
some time or other.

“Through almost 27 years
of ministry I find the most
difficult
unity and harmony among
he said

solemnly. “Our churches have

part is keeping

the congregation,”

become political machines
and we have lost respect for
the position of pastor. There
are some members who will
spread

manipulate, rumors

centers. She heads the book
club, “Knit One, Read Too”
and often gives book reviews
to various clubs and organiza-
tions.

“If you need any help in the
library, see Lesia Coleman,”
said Dean Green, library board
chairman. “Her reference desk
is centrally located as you walk
into the library. She will be
happy to answer questions and
to help you find materials,” she
smiled proudly.

“I don’t know what we’d do
without her,” said Max Hand,
director of the Cullman Coun-
ty Public Library System.

When asked about being
honored, Lesia was obviously
humbled, yet all smiles.

“I'm just happy. Over all
the years, I’ve tried to help the
people the best that I could.

ions are $15. Set Up begins at
6 a.m. and the sale begins at 7
a.m. Reserve a spot today by
calling 256-739-2916.

and lies and be deceptive,
all to accomplish their own
agendas.”

Pastoring a church is not
for everyone. People are
called to do it - people such
as Samuel Tucker. The love he
has for his church shows as he
talks about it.

“Grace is only 10 years old
but God is using it to reach the
unreachable,” he beamed.

“We are not traditional in

I'm very glad for the library
board to recognize my years of
service,” she grinned.

Truly Lesia Coleman loves
her job and it shows. Next
time you are in the library, be
sure to congratulate her for
her 34 years of service.

the form of worship, operation
or goal. We are trying as best
we can to model the early
church from Acts and doing
all we can to reach the lost.
God has blessed me in the
last four years to more clearly
understand my calling in the
Kingdom and as aresult, Grace
Church has been a huge part of
that. GCC is in the process of
becoming a part of the East
Cullman Baptist Association,

III

surrendered
to God's call
to preach at
the age of
seventeen.
| started
pastoring
Antioch
Baptist
Church near
Fairview at
twenty years
of age.”
Samuel Tucker, Inferim

Pastor at Grace
Community Church

we are very conservative in
our theology and our heart is

missions.”
For more information
about Grace Community

Church, visit them at 9350
US-278, Cullman, AL 35055.
Their phone number is 256-
796-7250. For more about
Samuel Tucker, follow him on
Facebook at Facebook.com/
brobubba77 or stop by Mitch
Smith Chevrolet and see him.

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@CULLMANSENSE

Medical Arts Apothecary
Living Well Natural Store
124 7th Street, S.W.
256-734-4933

"Serving Cullman Families for over 50 Years!"
SUSAN SKINNER ADKISON, R.P.H.

7
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natural store

HealthMart

PHARMACY
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HISTORY 5

THE HISTORY OF WEST POINT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

WEST POINT - The town of
West Point is part of the many
places that make Cullman
County so special. West Point
was officially established and
named as a community in
1918. The first school in the
community was built prior to
the town’s establishment in
1908. It was named Crooked
Creek School. The school was
later moved to its current lo-
cation in 1918 and its name
was changed to mirror the
town. It was called West Point
School.

In 1922, an addition was
added to the back of the origi-
nal four room schoolhouse in
the form of a combination au-
ditorium/gymnasium.

By 1929,
Agriculture Building was con-
structed, and in 1935, the brick
high school was constructed.

the Vocational

That same year, in 1935, the
very first class graduated. The
class consisted of eight boys
and four girls.

The first lunchroom at
West Point arrived in 1947. It
was an old barracks that was
moved from an army camp and
set up on campus.

The next year, in 1948, the
boy’s gym and a supplemental
addendum to the high school
were built.

And in 1951, the old gym-
nasium was converted to a
1960
and 1961, the original wooden

lunchroom. Between

schoolhouse was torn down
and replaced by the present
block/brick building still in
use today.

Over the years, several ad-
ditions, including an elemen-
tary gym and two additional
sections of classrooms, were
added. This was in the ‘80s
and ‘90s.

The most recent addition

to the West Point Elementary
campus came in 2002 with
the opening of the seven new-
est classrooms that serve the
third grade. They are located
beside the elementary gym.

West Point was separat-
ed into three schools: high
school, middle school and el-
ementary school in 1997. The
elementary school included
grades K-5th grade, up until
the intermediate school was
built in 2008.

West Point Elementary
now serves between 450-
500 students each year. The
lunchroom personnel and
facilities also serve the high
school students.

The bus system and em-
ployees serve West Point El-
ementary as well as the high
school, middle school and in-
termediate school students.

Cullman County is an ex-
cellent place to raise a family.
Our city and county schools

MIRRORING HISTORY
KLEIN'S DAIRY PRODUCTS

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - Born in 1894,
Charles Henry Ernest Klein
was 6 years old when his fam-
ily moved to Cullman from
Chicago. He grew up working
on his father’s farm. Following
his service overseas in World
War I, he returned to Cullman
and established the Cullman
Creamery in 1924. He later
built the Klein’s Dairy Prod-
ucts building in 1948 as part
of his large dairy business. By
1950, the creamery was dis-
tributing 500 gallons of milk a
day and had routes in Garden
City, Hanceville and Warrior.
Klein’s

Building was located on 5th

Dairy Products

g
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The Klein’s Dairy Products Building was damaged
during the tornado outbreak on April 27, 2011.

St SE, which was formerly the
site of Kullman Hall.

Because Klein’s had a soda
shop and upstairs meeting
rooms, it soon replaced Kull-
man Hall as the site of social
gatherings. In time, various
clubs and groups met there,
and a couple churches got

their start there as well. Klein
had five sons and four daugh-
ters who worked at the family
business.

Although the walls still
stood, the old building sus-
tained considerable damage
during the tornado outbreak
on April 27, 2011.
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221 E. 5th St

PASTEURIZED and HOMOGENIZED MILK
® SWEET MILK * CREAM * BUTTERMILK
® KLEIN'S ICE CREAM

KLEIN'S DAIRY PRODUCTS

Dial REpublic 4-2640

CULLMAN COUNTY MUSEUM

By 1950 Klein's Dairy Products was distributing 500 gallons
of milk a day and had routes throughout the area.

EST POINT ELEMENTARY' oo
|

WPE.CCBOE.ORG
West Point Elementary School serves between 450-500 students each year.
do an incredible job in teach-  example of the kind of schools
Crooked

Creek School, later renamed

ing our children. we have that continue to make
us proud, year after year.

West Point School, is just one

Upcoming WSCC Alumni Association Events

Continuing Education Opportunities
Experiencing Nursing’s Dream
April 24th 7 am—2:30 pm 6 Contact Hours $35
Includes breakfast, lunch, breaks, exhibit hall, silent auction
ABN Provider #ABNPO137
www.wsccalumni.org/nursingconnect2015

OTA and PTA Alumni Connection
7:30 am —4:40 pm up to 8 Contact Hours
Includes breakfast, lunch, breaks, exhibit hall
www.wsccalumni.org/otapta2015

May 7th

Other Activities
Antique and Bargain Hunting Trip to East Alabama
May 15th 7:30 am—4:30 pm $20
www.wsccalumni.org/antiqueeast2015

Preparing to Take the ACT Test Workshop
June 15th 12 Noon—4:30 pm
S50 workshop only  S$75 workshop and workbook
www.wsccalumni.orgactprepjunel5

Family Fun Day at Lake Winnie Amusement and
Water Park in Chattanooga, TN
July 17th 7 am—7:30 pm S75
Includes transportation, unlimited rides and
water park activities, picnic lunch at the park
www.wsccalumni.org/familyfun15

Questions? Call 256-352-7808

BURCHELL INSURANCE AGENCY
Martha Burchell, Agent

Nationwide’

On Your Side"

[ Auto - Home - Life - Commercial

No one will ever perform a better human _
service to secure the needs of others |

200 2~ Ave. SE - Cullman, AL 35055 - Phone: 256-737-7450 -burchem@nationwlde.com_\t‘
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RELAY FOR LIFE EVENT SHAPING UP TO BE A FUN NIGHT

Gail Crutchfield
Contributor

CULLMAN — The American
Cancer Society’s Relay For
Life of Cullman County event
is shaping up to be a fun and
inspirational night. The annu-
al event will be held on Friday,
May 1, 2015, at the Cullman
County Fairgrounds, with the
opening ceremony set to start
at 6 p.m.

Before that, cancer sur-
vivors are invited to attend
Din-

ner sponsored by Cullman

the annual Survivors’

Regional Medical Center and
hosted by Relay For Life of
Cullman County. The din-
ner will begin at 5 p.m., in an
exhibit hall at the Cullman
County Fairgrounds.

All of the money raised by
teams supporting Relay For
Life goes to the efforts of the
American Cancer Society in
research, education, patient
support and advocacy. Teams
and individuals can still join
Relay For Life of Cullman

County or donate to a team
by visiting relayforlife.org/
cullmanal.

“There is still time to join
in the fight against cancer,”
said Helen Allen, a 20-year
Relay veteran. “Every day
thousands are diagnosed with
this dreaded disease, we play
a big part in the lives of those
being diagnosed. We are pro-
viding money for research, but
more importantly, we are giv-
ing hope.”

Even if you are not on a
team, you can still support
Relay For Life by coming to
the May 1 event, where you
can enjoy entertainment, visit
team booths that will be of-
fering games, food, etc., and
participate in the Relay events
throughout the evening. Ad-
mission is free.

Before the 6 p.m., kickoff,
entertainment will be pro-
vided by Gary Sanders’ Sides
Steps starting at 4:30 p.m.

The 6 p.m., opening cer-
include

emony will guest

speaker Greg Sears, a three-

Registry (from Front)

Replacement Registry (AJRR).
“Joining the AJRR will help
ensure that we can continue to
provide patients with the best
orthopaedic care possible,”
said James Clements, CRMC
President/CEO.

“By participating with oth-
er sites in sharing data about
performance and physician
and patient experiences, we
can help total joint replace-
ment procedures become safer
nationwide, while optimizing
our own patients’ experiences
here at CRMC.”

The AJRR serves as a cen-
tral clearinghouse for data on
total joint replacement pro-
cedures performed at CRMC
and other participating sites
throughout the country.

The AJRR aims to carefully
monitor the implanted devices
throughout a recipient’s life-
time and trace revision rates
in a database containing infor-
mation about the patient, the
surgeon who performed the
procedure, and the site where
the procedure took place.

Data collected will help more
quickly identify implants that
are performing poorly, and
will help match patients, pro-
cedures, and devices to ensure
that every patient is provided
the best care possible.

CRMC is one of only two
hospitals in the State of Ala-
bama that are participating in
this registry, according to Or-
thopedic Surgeon and CRMC
Medical Staff Immediate-Past
President Vince Bergquist,
MD who has been leading the
initiative locally.

“We are proud to be a part
of an organization known for
promoting the highest quality
joint replacement practices,”
Bergquist said.

By offering a single source
of data, doctors and other
healthcare professionals who
use the registry can easily ac-
cess data from sites around the
country and use that informa-
tion to help them make more
informed recommendations
to their patients, ultimately
improving patient care. Regis-

time cancer survivor, before
survivors who wish to partici-
pate will walk across the stage
and give their name and years
of survivorship.

Sanders will sing “Amaz-
ing Grace” as the survivors
line up to take the first lap of
the night, followed by a lap for
caregivers, sponsors and the
teams participating in Relay
For Life.

The Wallace State singers
will take the stage at 8 p.m., to
entertain those attending.

At the same time, team
members will participate in
Fun Laps.

Fun Laps are themed laps
during which at least one team
member from each team is
encouraged to walk the track
to signify the ongoing battle
against cancer.

The themed laps include
a Character Lap, Pajama Lap,
Stick Horse Lap and Funniest
Hat Lap.

At 9 p.m., all activity will
cease as the luminaria service
is held.

try information about patient
outcomes and experiences will
help device manufacturers im-
prove their products and iden-
tify potentially faulty devices.
All data collected by the AJRR
remains confidential to pro-
tect patient privacy.
“Registries for joint re-
placement procedures and
other medical procedures and
conditions have proven to be
effective tools in improving
patient outcomes and reduc-
ing complications that can
occur both during and follow-
ing surgical procedures,” said
Daniel J. Berry, M.D., Chair of
the AJRR Board of Directors.
“In fact,

registries have been created

in countries where

and used, revision rates have
decreased significantly, result-
ing in substantial cost savings
and a better overall patient ex-
perience.”

More than a million hip
and knee replacements are
performed each year in the
U.S. That number is expected
to increase as more and more

PAYROLL SERVICES, LLC

PROFESSIONAL STAFFING COMPANY

256-739-1701

1637 Townsquare SW
Culiman, AL 35055

payroll.sorvloos@hounall com
www.payroliservicesliconline.com

RELAY

FOR LIFE

! American
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Relay For Life §

Survivors- Celebrating Li
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FILE PHOTO

Participants from a previous Relay for Life event prepare
to take a lap at the Cullman County Fairgrounds.

Hundreds
purchased as dedications in

of luminaries

memory or in honor of some-
one affected by cancer will be
lit and a short service held,
followed by quiet time so fam-
ily and friends can pay their
respects.

Luminaries can be pur-
chased on site or in advance

from any team member.

men and women remain ac-
tive as they get older. From
2000 to 2010, the number
of total

among inpatients aged 45 and

hip replacements

over increased from 138,700

to 310,800. A large number
of procedures are success-

FOOD

The fun and games will
continue after the luminaria
service with the team T-shirt
contest, followed by the Spirit
Stick contest, the Decorated
Bra contest, Womanless Beau-
ty Contest and a Relay Idol tal-
ent competition.

Closing ceremonies will be
held starting at 11 p.m., during
which prizes such as the Re-

ful, offering patients years of
trouble-free use and helping
patients resume their regular
activities of daily living. How-
ever, some experience prob-
lems following surgery that
require a revision procedure.
Annually, CRMC orthope-

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO THE

YSTIC IBROSIS OUNDATION
MAY 9 2015 - 9:00AM

DEPOT PARK CULLMAN AL

LIVEBANDS
DUNKING BOOTH

FOR MORE INFO VISIT WWW.TEAMCREW.NET or WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/TEAMCREWAWARNESS

+ Wi,

lay T-shirt Quilt and a trip to
Dollywood will be awarded to
lucky winners.

The final laps will begin at
11:30 as the event winds down.
For more information about
Relay For Life of Cullman
County, contact Allen at 256-
709-4019,
com, or visit the event website

helen@weltimail.

at relayforlife.org/cullmanal.

dic surgeons perform on aver-
age up to 300 total joints pro-
cedures at the fully accredited,
145-bed medical center which
has been named a Blue Dis-
tinction Center by BlueCross
& BlueShield for Total Knee &
Hip Procedures.
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CANCER SURVIVORS TO BE RECOGNIZED AT

ANNUAL RELAY FOR LIFE BREAKFAST

Gail Crutchfield
Contributor

CULLMAN - For the volun-
teers and participants of the
American Cancer Society’s
Relay For Life of Cullman
County, the cancer survivors
are at the top of the list for
the reasons why they give of

their time, effort and money

to the cause. Each year, in the
week before the Relay For Life
event, a special breakfast is
held to honor those who have
fought or are fighting the dis-
ease.

The 2015 Survivors’ Break-
fast will be held at 7 am.,
Wednesday, April 29, at Cull-
man Church of Christ, located
at the intersection of Child-

McLeroy (from Front)

appearance in May. She was
the marketing and advertis-
ing director for The Cullman
Times from 1980 until January
2013 when she had to retire
due to health issues. She has
been involved in the commu-
nity and has done volunteer
work with Relay For Life and
the American Red Cross for
many years.

Even though Kathy’s a little
bitty thing, she has accom-
plished great feats of bravery
over the years. Serious health
issues have left her with an ap-
preciation of the simple things
in life. She is an inspiration to
everyone she meets and offers
hope to those who are suffer-
ing with their own health.

“I had Hodgkin’s disease
when I was 21, breast cancer
at 41, a massive heart attack
and open heart surgery at 45,”

Kathy began. “When I was 52
my heart began to fail at a rap-
id speed. There was no alterna-
tive but to try to get placed on
the heart transplant list. I had
previously been told it would
not be possible because of my
history of cancer.”

“I was sent to Dr. Rayburn
at Trinity Hospital; it was my
final option, there was nothing
else that could be done,” she
continued.

“I met with Doctor Ray-
burn and he immediately felt
my medical history looked bad
but he said I had the right at-
titude for such a procedure
and if I wanted the transplant
he would get me the appoint-
ment to start the process,” she
giggled.

“Because he had previ-
ously been over UAB’s Heart
Transplant Unit, he was able

haven Road and Alabama
Highway 157.

The event is held to honor
cancer survivors, each who
will receive their pin for an-
other year of survivorship
and the purple Relay For Life
Survivor shirt they will wear
at the May 1 event at the Cull-
man County Fairgrounds.

Breakfast will be provided

to get an appointment for me
quickly. In February 2013 I
went through lots of tests and
was eventually approved for
a transplant on February 28,
2013,” she smiled.

“Then on May 14, 2014 at 5
a.m., I received the call I had
been waiting on. Later that
same day, I received my new
heart.”

“I would encourage every-
one to take responsibility for
his or her health,” she said
emphatically. “Communicate,
ask questions and make your
health a priority.”

Many take good health for
granted, but once that good
health goes away, tend to panic
and become afraid. Not Kathy;
she has bravely fought her
battles and come out a winner
- all three times. But just how
did she do it?

for the survivor and one guest.
Students from Holly Pond
High School provide the meal
for the guests.

Any cancer survivor is wel-
come to attend the free event.

Cancer survivors will also
be recognized the night of Re-
lay For Life, with a special din-
ner at 5 p.m., at the Cullman

County Fairground, prior to

“What helped me get
through all this is that I knew
God was always there and I
never had a fear of death,” she
explained.

“Everything happens for a
reason and I have always cho-
sen to believe something good
comes out of every situation
- if you look for it. My life is a
testimonial to that, through
all these challenges I have
gained knowledge, started new

friendships and understand

the word courage!”

What doesn’t kill us makes
us stronger. In Kathy’s case,
she is unstoppable. With a
healthy heart she is gearing up
to continue where she left off
- playing with her grandchil-
dren and helping others.

“I look forward to volun-
teering in the community

again,” she smiled warmly.

the 6 p.m., opening ceremo-
nies for the annual fundraiser.
Survivors will take the first lap
of the evening around 7 p.m.,
and will be honored along with
those who’ve lost the battle at
the 9 p.m., luminaria ceremo-
ny.

Luminaries will be avail-
able for at the
Wednesday morning break-

purchase

“I am now able to be back
on the Red Cross Board after
several years and I am excited
to do some volunteer work
with Kelly Townsend at Cull-
man County Commission on
Aging. Before my heart trans-
plant, my grandkids would
run around me and now I can
run around them! I am truly
blessed.”

Kathy McLeroy is a living
example of strength and per-
severance. Her love of life and
trust in God goes above and
beyond the norm. We wish her
the best in life and many more
years with us as an example of
what a good heart and great at-
titude can accomplish.

Cash Prize

TEAM CREW CHARITY DAY

CAR SHOW

Katherine Morgan, Agent
909 Fisher Street SW

fast, on the night of Relay For
Life and in advance from any
Relay For Life team member.
For more information
about Relay For Life, contact
Helen Allen at 256-709-
4019 or visit relayforlife.org/

cullmanal.

IF THIS
CAUGHT YOUR
EYE, WHY
AREN'T YOU
ADVERTISING
HERE?

NOAH@
CULLMANSENSE.COM

Honored to be
your choice for
life iInsurance.

J.D. Power has honored State Farm®

Cullman, AL 35055
Bus: 256-734-4640
katherine.morgan.fcba@statefarm.com

as “Highest in Customer Satisfaction
Among Life Insurance Providers.”

BERYY o Revistration starts at 9:30am
e Cars must be parked by 10am

Registration =) $35 Per Car
May 9 | Depot Park | Cullman, Al

e

All proceeds go to the cystic fibrosis foundation

FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Inflatables, Bands, Craft Vendors and more!

i e P ° 0

Call me today to see how | can help
with your life insurance needs.

o StateFarmr

State Farm received the highest numerical score among life insurance providers in the proprietary
J.D. Power 2014 U.S. Household Insurance and Bundling Study*'. Study based on 23,171 total responses
measuring 21 providers and measures opinions of consumers with their life insurance provider. Proprietary
study results are based on experiences and perceptions of consumers surveyed June-July 2014.
Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com.

o

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company (Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

1501054
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Monday
President’s Prayer Break-
fast
Please join The Cullman Area
Chamber of Commerce and its
members for the first annual
President’s Prayer Breakfast.
It will be a time of remember-
ing and sharing as we reflect
on the past and pray for the fu-
ture of our community. Doors
open at 7:30 am at Loft 212,
April 27 and program begins at
8 a.m. Our guest speaker, Gary
West, President & CEO of GA
West Contracting in Mobile,
Alabama, will share his tes-
timony and Almost Brothers
will provide special music.
Registration is required. Call
256-734-0454.

Cullman Kiwanis Club

The Cullman Kiwanis Club in-
vites all local men and women
who are interested in taking
part in community service
along with great fellowship,
fun, networking, and learning
to attend their weekly lun-
cheon meeting at 12 noon each
Monday at the All Steak. Come
see what Kiwanis is all about
and enjoy a great luncheon
meal as well.

Domestic Violence Survi-
vor Support Group

Victim Services of Cullman
sponsors a Domestic Violence
Survivor Support Group meet-
ing every Monday evening
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. in the
old County Board of Educa-
tion Building with childcare
available. For additional in-
formation please call 256-
775-2600. CRISIS HOTLINE
- 256-734-6100.

Overeaters Anonymous
Gather at Grace Episcopal
Members of Overeaters Anon-
ymous meet every Monday, at
9:30 a.m. at Grace Episcopal
Church in the Carriage House
located on Church premises.
Further information is avail-
able at 256-747-6218 or 256-
352-1143. Everyone is invited
to attend these gatherings.

Cornerstone Revival Ladies
Prayer Meeting

A Ladies Prayer meeting is
conducted each Monday night
at 7 p.m. at Cornerstone Re-
vival Center. For additional in-
formation call 256-796-2899.
All interested women are in-
vited to attend.

Tuesday
United Way of Cullman
County Campaign
Celebration Luncheon
This celebration is happening
at Loft 212 at 12 p.m. to cel-
ebrate all that United Way of
Cullman County has done to
raise the funds needed to ben-
efit their agencies. Loft 212 is
located at 212 4th Street SW
Cullman, AL 35055. Please
call 256-739-2948 for more in-
formation and tickets.

Cullman Caring for Kids in
Need of Donations

If you are able to contribute
to Cullman County’s Commu-
nity Food Band, the ‘Caring for
Kids’ organization, they would
be grateful. Non-perishable
food items are needed, and of
course cash enables them to
purchase needed products to
fill their empty shelves. Please

Submit your event to calendar@cullmansense.com

call 256-739-1111 to see how to
help or mail checks or money
orders to Cullman Caring for
Kids, P. O. Box 698, Cullman,
Alabama 35056-0698. Thanks
in advance for anything you
can do.

Knifty Knitters Weekly
Meeting
Members of the Cullman

Knifty Knitters group meet
each Tuesday afternoon at 3
p-m. in the Cullman County
Library. Everyone is invited
to come learn how to knit
yarn and needles are free.
This group is open to all ages,
both accomplished knitters
and those wishing to learn the
art form. Crocheters also are
invited to take part in these
weekly meetings. Please call
Lesia for more info 256-734-
2720, ext. 23.

Emotions Anonymous
Support Group Meeting

An Emotions Anonymous
Support Group meets each
Tuesday at noon at Grace
Episcopal Church Carriage
House. Those interested are
invited to attend these group
sessions. Further information
is available through the Group
Director’s office at 256-734-
3605 or 256-796-8440.

Wednesday
Chamber Seminar - Power-
ful, Professional Communi-
cation
This helpful seminar will be
held on April 29, 2015 from 9
a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Participants
will learn how to make a posi-
tive first impression, create a
commanding presence, devel-
op an attention-getting voice,
rid themselves of stage fright,
and improve their overall pub-
lic speaking and communica-
tion skills. This workshop will
assist those who suffer from
severe stage fright to those
who merely wish to improve
their voice and diction and
presentation styles. Partici-
pants will leave this workshop
more confident, articulate,
and poised community lead-
ers. Call 256-734-0454 for
more information. Free to
Chamber members; $25 for
future members.

St. Monica’s Group

St. Monica’s Group for those
addicted to alcohol or drugs
meets every Wednesday night
at 7 p.m. in the Rectory Base-
ment of Sacred Heart of Jesus
Catholic Church. All are wel-
come to attend who feel the
need. For further information
please contact Brian at 256-
595-0515 or Rita at 256-507-
0358.

Church Group Wednesday
Nights at CWAC

Youth groups, Sunday School
Classes and other Church
groups are invited to take part
in ‘Church Group Nights at
Cullman Wellness and Aquat-
ic Center every Wednesday
night from 6 p.m. until 11 p.m.
Please call 256-775-SWIM
(7946).

Latter Day Saints Geneal-
ogy Library

The Genealogy Library at
the Latter Day Saints (L.D.S.)
Church is open to the public
each Wednesday night from 7

p-m. until 8:30 p.m. Don Jones
is available to open the Library
at other times, if needed, so
please contact him at 256-784-
5098.

Girls & Boys Club at Spirit
Life

Spirit Life Church will host
a Girls & Boys Club meeting
for those 12 and under every
Wednesday beginning at 7
p-m. at the church. All are wel-
come. Please call the church
for further info 256-739-3326.

Thursday

New Vision Support Group
There is a New Vision Support
Group which will meet at 10
a.m. and everyone interested
in this subject is welcome to
attend. The program is at Hill-
top Community Center. Addi-
tional information is available
by calling Linda Estes, 256-
739-4653.

‘Celebrate Recovery’ at
Hanceville First Baptist
Church

There will be a ‘Celebrate Re-
covery’ meeting tonight start-
ing at 7 p.m. at Hanceville First
Baptist Church. Childcare will
be available. Additional info
Church office at 256-352-
9150. Open to all!

Ageless Grace Fitness Class
Come join in the Ageless
Grace Fitness Class held each
Thursday evening starting at
5:30 p.m. at the Cullman Civic
Center. Leader Ann Caretti
will show attendees the lat-
est fitness tips available. The
event is sponsored by Cullman
Park and Recreation Depart-
ment. Call 256-734-9157 for
more information.

Thursday Afternoon
Overeaters Anonymous
Meeting

Those interested are invited
to attend the weekly Thurs-
day afternoon meetings of
Overeaters Anonymous which
begin at 4:45 p.m. at Grace
Episcopal Church’s Carriage
House. For additional infor-
mation please call 734-376-
2124 or 256-352-1143.

Friday
The American Cancer
Society’s Relay For Life of
Cullman County
This event is shaping up to be
a fun and inspirational night.
The annual event will be held
on Friday, May 1, 2015, at the
Cullman County Fairgrounds,
with the opening ceremony
set to start at 6 p.m. For more
information about Relay For
Life of Cullman County, con-
tact Allen at 256-709-4019,
helen@weltimail.com or visit
the event website at www.re-
layforlife.org/cullmanal.

‘Wii Bowling’ at the Donald
E. Green Senior Center

The entertainment for senior
citizens is ‘Wii Bowling’ at
the Donald E. Green Senior
Center starting at 1 p.m. Ev-
eryone is invited. Come en-
joy some exercise (but not
too physical!) and fellowship
with friends. They bowl every
Wednesday and Friday after-
noons at1p.m.

Nimble Thimble Quilt Guild

of Cullman

Members of the Nimble Thim-
ble Quilt Guild of Cullman will
gather at the Colonel Cullman
Museum starting at 9:30 a.m.
All interested quilters are in-
vited to attend this meeting.

Saturday
County Wide Yard Sale at
Smith Lake Park
FREE admission to the gen-
eral public. Vendor spots:
$10 for grass sites, $15 for
pavilions. Set up begins at 6
a.m. and sale starts at 7 a.m.
To reserve a spot, contact
Smith Lake Park at 256-739-
2916. Rain or shine.

Laughter Yoga at the Cull-
man Civic Center
Everyoneisinvited to take part
in ‘Laughter Yoga’ classes each
Saturday morning starting at
10 a.m. Donations accepted
but no set fee is charged. Come
start your weekend out with
some great ‘laughs’! Please call
256-734-9157 for additional
information.

Next Monday

Bosom Buddies Support
Group

The Bosom Buddies Support
Group offers support to in-
dividuals affected by breast
cancer. The group will hold
its next meeting on Monday,
March 16th from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. in Cullman Regional
Medical Center’s Ave Ma-
ria Room in the Community
Education Center located in
Professional Office Building 2
(1890 AL Highway 157, Cull-
man, AL 35058).

Cullman Kiwanis Club

The Cullman Kiwanis Club in-
vites all local men and women
who are interested in taking
part in community service
along with great fellowship,
fun, networking, and learning
to attend their weekly lun-
cheon meeting at 12 noon each
Monday at the All Steak. Come
see what Kiwanis is all about
and enjoy a great luncheon
meal as well.

Domestic Violence Survi-
vor Support Group

Victim Services of Cullman
sponsors a Domestic Violence
Survivor Support Group meet-
ing every Monday evening
from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. in the
old County Board of Educa-
tion Building with childcare
available. For additional in-
formation please call 256-
775-2600. CRISIS HOTLINE
- 256-734-6100.

Overeaters Anonymous
Gather at Grace Episcopal
Members of Overeaters Anon-
ymous meet every Monday, at
9:30 a.m. at Grace Episcopal
Church in the Carriage House
located on Church premises.
Further information is avail-
able at 256-747-6218 or 256-
352-1143. Everyone is invited
to attend these gatherings.

Cornerstone Revival Ladies
Prayer Meeting

A Ladies Prayer meeting is
conducted each Monday night
at 7 p.m. at Cornerstone Re-
vival Center. For additional in-
formation call 256-796-2899.
All interested women are in-
vited to attend.
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MONDAY
¢ President’s Prayer Break-
fast at Loft 212 at 8 a.m.
® 79 cent wings at Rodney
G's Hickory Grill, 6-9 p.m.

TUESDAY
¢ United Way of Cullman
County Campaign Celebra-
tion Luncheon at Loft 212 at
12 p.m.
e Pickin’ Under the Pavilion
at the Senior Center at 6:30
p.m.
e Square Dancing Lessons
at East Point Community
Center from 6:30-8:30 p.m.
e Trivia Night at Rodney
G'sat7 p.m.
® Happy Hour at Moe's
from 3-7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY

e Chamber Seminar - Pow-
erful, Professional Communi-
cation at the Cullman Cham-
ber from 9 a.m. to 10:30
a.m

Night ot
Grumpy's at 7 p.m.

e Karaoke

® Happy Hour at Moe's
from 3-7 p.m.

¢ Karaoke Night at Cadil-
lac Ron’s at 7 p.m.

* Ladies’ Night at Cadillac
Ron’s from 5-8 p.m.

LOCAL ENTERTAINMENT
Sponsored by Busy Bee Café

THURSDAY
¢ Open Mic Night at Broth-
ers from 8 p.m. to close
e Happy Hour at Moe’s
from 3-7 p.m.
¢ Karaoke Night at Cadil-
lac Ron’s at 7 p.m.

FRIDAY
¢ The American Cancer So-
ciety’s Relay For Life of Cull-
man County will be at the
Cullman County Fairgrounds
at 6 p.m.
e Live Music at Brothers
® Live Music at Moe's
e Happy Hour at Moe’s
from 3-6 p.m.
e Live Music at Cadillac

Ron'’s from 8 p.m. to close

SATURDAY
e County Wide Yard Sale
at Smith Lake Park at 7 a.m.
¢ Live Music at Brothers
® Live Music at Moe's
¢ Happy Hour at Moe’s
from 3-6 p.m.
¢ Live Music at Cadillac

Ron’s from 8 p.m. to close

NEXT MONDAY
e 79 cent wings at Rodney
G's Hickory Grill, 6-9 p.m.

BUSY BEE CAFE HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

Wine Wednesdays ¢ Thirsty Thursdays
Fill'er Up Fridays ¢ Sudsy Saturdays

LIVE TRIVIA EACH THURSDAY 6-8 P.M.

Exhibit (from Front)

Sharon Schuler Kreps
shoron@cu“mensense.com

HANCEVILLE - The Evelyn
Burrow Museum at Wallace
State
hosted a reception for its new-

Community College

est exhibition, “Equus: Fine
Art Photography by Arden
Ward Upton,” on Thursday.
Upton was at the reception
and spoke to everyone about
the photographs she’s chosen
for the exhibit.

The exhibition is on display
through May 16 and features
dozens of large-scale, fine art
photographs made by Upton
over the years.

Upton’s passion for horses
and wildlife is echoed in her
work.

“The

years in the making,” Upton

images have been

said, “and they were in my
heart even before I captured
them. Seeing them come to
fruition is such an exciting
time,” she smiled.

The beautiful photographs
in the Equus collection were
shot from as far away as Italy
and as nearby as Upton’s back-
yard at Windwood Equestrian,
a world-class training and sta-
bling facility just outside of
Birmingham where she lives
with her husband, William Up-

ton.

Upton’s Equus photographs
can be seen in galleries from
Hanceville to Vail and even to
New York.

Her work has been featured
in local, national and interna-
tional magazines as well as a
variety of books, blogs and fea-
ture stories.

Upton is the recent star of
“Jersey Belle” on the Bravo
television network.

She has also been a contrib-
uting writer for lifestyle and
fashion websites and maga-
zines. She provides style ex-
pertise, coaching and consult-
ing as well.

Because Evelyn Burrow
was also a lover of horses,
the Equus exhibition at The
Evelyn Burrow Museum is a
perfect complement to the
museum’s collection of horse
sculptures and porcelain fig-
ures that had once belonged to
the museum’s namesake.

The exhibit is free and open
to the public. The Evelyn Bur-
row Museum is open Tuesday-
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and on Saturday from 10 a.m.
to2p.m.

For more information
about The Evelyn Burrow Mu-
seum, call 256-352-8457 or
visit BurrowMuseum.org.
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KNAPSACKS FOR KIDS FEEDS CHILDREN

AREA CHURCHES AND RESIDENTS “STUFF THE BUS TO HELP END L

Sharon Schuler Kreps

sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - On Mon-
day, the week long Knap-
sacks for Kids Food Drive
began. Local citizens and
area churches have come
together to work towards
putting a stop to childhood
hunger in Cullman County.
A colorful school bus deco-
rated with bright flashing
lights sat in the Save-A-
Lot parking lot, awaiting
residents to 'Stuff the Bus’
with either food or money.
All donations will go to
feed school children while
not in school and over the
weekends.

This is the first year the
Knapsacks for Kids min-
istry has done such a large
food drive.

Each night during the
week, between 6-8 p.m.
there was entertainment,
fellowship and loads of fun.
Skip Bondur with Stuffthe-
Bus.org camped outside, on
top of the bus, the whole
week as part of the food
drive.

“I’'m the guinea pig - the
guy that gets to live in the
cage,” Skip said with a grin.
“So sometime tonight I will

UNDER THE MICROSCOPE

go up on the roof of the bus
and will stay up there until
the bus is full of food. I’ll be
there rain or shine and 24
hours a day!”
There was plenty of
work to be done each night.
The biggest chore was sort-
ing and boxing up the food
as it was being dropped off.
It took a lot of people to
keep everything running
smoothly.
“We are
from Northbrook Baptist
Church,” said Holly Dodd.
“We [Dodd, Sashari
Caretti and Meg Mor-
row] are in Josh Caretti’s

volunteers

Sunday school class and
we just came out here to
give our time by taking
up money, food donations
or whatever we can do to
make sure these kids get
the food that they need. We
are sorting food while our
kids are outside the door at
Save-A-Lot asking people
for donations and waving
flyers. There will be differ-
ent churches volunteering
each night and will be do-
ing what we are doing.”
‘Stuff the Bus’ is a well-
loved ministry here in Cull-
man. To low income par-
ents it is a Godsend, and to

O

OCAL CHILDHOOD HUNGER
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MELISSA BETTS

Five-year-old Brooklyn is excited to help feed hungry children.

many it’s a way of helping
others in need.

“We met a special little
girl named Brooklyn who
is a 5-year-old kindergar-
ten student at the Primary
School. She has noticed
food insecurity
classroom,”

in her
said Melissa
Betts, director of children’s
ministries at First United
Methodist Church.

“She came home this
week and talked to her
mom about a child in her
class who had talked about
not having enough food at
home. Her parents have

been talking to her about
how they could help, not
necessarily just that child,
but how could they help
her help in a big way. So her
mom started talking to her
about this opportunity, and
that we worked with school
children, and so she has
taken our food list and has
just dropped off two bug-
gies full of food!”

Hunger is a horrible
thing. Unfortunately, there
are many children that
have no other choice but
to go to bed hungry right
here in Cullman County.

for Kids

ministry needs as much

The Knapsacks

help from the community
as they can get.

To make a donation
of food, contact Melissa
Betts at the First United
Methodist Church office
at 256-734-6690 or e-mail
mbetts@cullmanfume.
com.

This is a great opportu-
nity for thrifty shoppers,
couponers, or anyone that
likes to keep an eye out for
deals, and also enjoys giv-
ing back to their commu-
nity.

SCHIZOPHRENIA DISCOVERED TO BE EIGHT DISORDERS

Chelsea Sparks

chelsea@cullmansense.com

breakthrough in

mental health will

lead to better pa-
tient care for thousands.
A recent study from the
Washington University
School of Medicine in St.
Louis found that the men-
tal health disorder known
as schizophrenia is actu-
ally eight separate genetic
disorders.

The study was led by
C. Robert Cloninger and
the results were published
in The American Journal
of Psychiatry. The study
consisted of analyzing the
genomes of 4,200 patients

phrenia, and 3,800 con-
trols. The patients were
categorized by the type
of symptoms experienced
and the severity level. After
combing through the pa-
tients’ genomes, research-
ers discovered that it was
no small amount of genes
causing the symptoms, but
42 genetic clusters.

Even more amazing was
that these clusters weren’t
responsible for one, but
eight different genetic dis-
orders. In a press release,
Cloninger explained the
intricacies of genese and
how they work together to
cause this type of disorder.

“Genes don’t operate by
themselves. They function

chestra, and to understand
how they’re working, you
have to know not just who
the members of the orches-
tra are but how they inter-
act,” Cloninger said.

“What we’ve done here,
after a decade of frustra-
tion in the field of psychi-
atric genetics, is identify
the way genes interact with
each other, how the °‘or-
chestra’ is either harmoni-
ous and leads to health, or
disorganized in ways that
lead to distinct classes of
schizophrenia.”

This
comes after long years
of failed research. While
some studies showed some

new discovery

correlation between genes

tists were never able to ac-
curately pinpoint the genes
consistently. This comes as
no surprise in light of re-
cent developments.

By analyzing the sin-
gle nucleotide polymor-
phisms, the part of the ge-
nome where it is common
for variation in one base
pair, the team was able to
detect the genes responsi-
ble for hallucinations with
95 percent accuracy.

They were also able to
estimate speech anomalies
that are common with the
disorder with 100 percent
accuracy.

According the Clon-
this breakthrough
will lead to more accurate

inger,

for people suffering with
this illness, and will quite
possibly lead the way to
better treatment for other
disorders.

“People have been look-
ing at genes to get a better
handle on heart disease,
hypertension and diabetes,
and it’s been a real disap-
pointment,” Clonginger
“Most of the vari-
ability in the severity of

said.

disease has not been ex-
plained, but we were able
to find that different sets
of genetic variations were
leading to distinct clinical
syndromes. So I think this
really could change the
way people approach un-
derstanding the causes of

Poll

Do you have a severe
weather safety plan?

No,
25%

Yes,
75%

This Week’s Poll

Will you plant a
garden this year?

Vote Today at
CullmanSense.com/Poll

culiman city parks & recreation

WHAT'S ON DECK
AT
PARKS AND REC....

www.cullmanrecreation.org
256-734-9157

Youth Outdoor Adventure will begin Saturday,
April 4 and continue for 6 weeks meeting Saturday
each week at 9am. Adventures will include hiking,
rock climbing, paddling, rappelling, and more!
Program is open to ages 7-14; registration is open
now at the Cullman Civic Center for $75. Parents
are encouraged to attend with their children and
will not be charged. Call 256-734-9157 for info.
Art in the Park will take place Saturday, April 11
at Heritage Park featuring craft vendors, an art
show, sidewalk chalk contests, and FREE crafts
for your child. Information to enter the art show is
online at www.cullmanrecreation.org. Winners
receive cash prizes, so be sure to display your art!
Father/Son Night Out will take place on Friday,
April 17 from 7-10:30pm at Heritage Park. This
event will feature great bonding time for sons ages
5-12 and their fathers with games including team
events, capture the flag and more. Registration is
$30 for a father/son pair at the Civic Center.
Mother/Daughter PJ Party will also take place
April 17 from 7-10:30pm at the Wellness &
Aquatic Center. Register at the Civic Center for
games, makeovers, and great bonding time!
Youth Tennis League Spring Session starts April
20, 2015 at the Cullman High School Tennis
Courts. Athletes ages 5-14 can register and will be
sorted by skill levels into different groups and
practice times. Cost is $80 for the 4 week session
will include matches and practices. Registration is
now open at the Cullman Civic Center.
Strawberry Festival—May 1 & 2 will be held at
the Festhalle Farmer's Market and Depot Park
Friday, May 1 from 4-10pm and Saturday, May 2
from 7am-4pm. Come check out dozens of craft
vendors, live music, free kids games and rides, and
strawberry-themed everything! Farmers will also
be on site with the freshest strawberries in the
area. Call 256-734-9157 for more information.
Camp Cullman Registration Now Open at the
Cullman Civic Center. Camp sessions will be held
from June 1-June 26 and July 6-August 7. Camp
will be held 5 days a week from 7:45am-5:15pm
based at the Cullman Wellness & Aquatic Center
with field trips weekly, swimming, arts and crafts,
fun and games, activities, and much more. Spaces
are limited, so signup now at the Civic Center.

diagnosed with schizo- inconcert much like an or- and schizophrenia, scien- diagnosing and treatment complex diseases.” |

A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF A CULLMAN CITY
FIREFIGHTER

SACRED HEART ALTAR
SOCIETY HOLDS BUNCO
TOURNAMENT

ANNUAL 'DINNER WITH
THE DRUM LINE' SUPPORTS
CHS PERCUSSION
PROGRAM

The rattling of dice and squeals
of delight filled the Family Life
Center at Sacred Heart of Jesus
Church. The glasses were filled,
and the dies were cast in an
evening of delight for all. The
goal was twofold, have fun with
friends and raise money for the
Altar Society.

grne.ws/349

Firefighters have a rewarding,
but undeniably tough job. Risking
their own safety to rush to the aid
of others is a sacrifice that should
not be understated. Children
across the country watch their
large, shiny trucks in awe as they
race down the street to save the
day, but what is the...

grne.ws/348

The Cullman High School Bearcat
Band’s Drum Line held its annual
fundraiser at the high school
lunchroom on Thursday night,
April 16. All proceeds from

the event will go to benefit the
Cullman High School’s Percussion
Program.

What's
Online

grne.ws/350




10 CULTURE

PILOT CLUB OF CULLMAN HOSTS

e,

LUNCHEON AND FASHION SHOW

- ’I‘ I

SHARON SCHULER KREPS/CULLMANSENSE

Administrative professionals from throughout Cullman County enjoy
lunch and a fashion show hosted by The Pilot Club of Cullman, Inc.

Sharon Schuler Kreps
sharon@cullmansense.com

CULLMAN - The Pilot
Club of Cullman, Inc. hosted
“Walking  on Sunshine”,

which was a lovely luncheon
and fashion show in honor of
Administrative Professional’s
Day. The event was held on
Wednesday at the McGukin
Civic Center. Once the doors
opened at 11 am., people
shopped some great deals
that

had booths set up around

from area businesses

the dining area; each loaded
with the newest, trendiest
merchandise available.
Boxed lunches were provided
by Sweet Peppers Deli and
everyone enjoyed seeing the
latest fashions as they ate
their lunch. Door prizes were
awarded throughout the show.

“Today we are sponsoring
a fashion show and luncheon,
which is a fundraiser to
support our charities,” said
Peggy Harris, president of the
Cullman Pilot Club.

“We’ve done the fashion
show for 23 years and have had
great cooperation from local
merchants to put models in
the show and other merchants
to have vendor booths to have
interaction with the people
that attend. In addition to the

“We’ve done the fashion
show for 23 years and
have had great cooperation
from local merchants to put
models in the show and other
merchants to have vendor
booths to have interaction

with the people that attend.”
Peggy Harris, Pilot Club of Cullman President

Pilots here, we have 400 or
so guests, which is about the
average for our fashion show.
Everybody usually has a good
time and really enjoys it.”

In Cullman, the Pilot Club
focuses their energy toward
community awareness and
prevention of brain related
and

disorders supporting

those living with those

disorders, as well as their
caregivers.

The ladies work together
as a team to make the world
around them a much better
place. The bond they share
in helping their communities
also works to create long
lasting friendships and happy

days.

The Pilot Club of Cullman
supports the Pilot Light Home,
the Margaret Jean Jones
Center, the Field of Miracles,
Special Olympics, Alzheimer’s
Support Groups, Brain
Minders and Project Lifesaver.
The Pilots meet on the second
Tuesday of each month at the
All Steak Banquet Room at 6
p-m.

For information about
the Pilot Club of Cullman,
Inc., visit their website
at PilotClubofCullman.
com or follow them on
Facebook at
com/pages/Pilot-Club-of-
Cullman/128898157151457.

Facebook.
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LEMON KISSES

CULLMANSENSE

PETS OF THE

TRUMAN

Hello my name is Truman and | am about 6 months old. 1 am a
Corgi mix and | currently weigh 12 Ibs. | am a stray and if not
claimed will go up for adoption on 4/23/15 at 10:30 a.m. I'm
still hanging on to hope that my forever home is out there. | am
full of life and I love to play, so please come and visit with me!
You may find out I'm a lovable companion!

ZOE

Hello my name is Zoe and | am about 6 months old. | am
believed to be a Flat Coat Retriever mix and | currently weigh
32 Ibs. I have been at the Shelter since 02/09/15 but | am still
hoping that someone is going to come adopt me. | am full of
life, love to play and ready to meet my forever family! Please
come by and visit with me. You may find out I'm an extremely
lovable companion!

KNIGH'I-FREE

INSURANCE
256.734.4060

Auto-Owners Insurance

ADOPT THESE PETS TODAY

Both of these dogs have an
adoption fee of $90 that will
include their general exam at
the Vet, vaccines, wormer, ra-

bies shot, microchip, spay/

neuter, and free 45 days of pet
health insurance. Pet Depot will
give you a bag of food (you pay
taxes) as their way of support-
ing adoption.

If you know the owner of either

dog or if you are interested
in adopting one of the dogs,
please call 256-734-5448 or
come by the Animal Shelter.
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-flavored
Kool-Aid.

When you start wondering about
Benghazi, missing email, or “Clinton
Cash,” take a nice refreshing swig
of New g

& wash away the bad taste!

I am Kool-Aid Hillary and I approve this drink.

THAT WILL BE $950 FOR TWO LATTES, MRS, CLINTON.

THANK YOU. YOU TAKE SAUDI RIYALS, RIGHT? UM-NO.
CHINESE YUAN? NO, SORRY.
COLOMBIAN PESOS? I'M AERAID NOT.
WHAT ABOUT GOLD BUILLION? YOU...
YOU HAVE
GOLD BUILLION.
IN YOUR PURSE ¢

WELL SURE. YOU KNOW... :
JUST THE AVERAGE AMOUNT. ||

theinsolentlemon.blogspot.com

Follow us on Twitter
@CullmanSense

CULLMANSENSE

Community Matters

Founder Editor Address Back Issues
Noah Chandler Dustin lsom 412 1st Ave. issues@
SE, Ste. 103, cullmansense.com
Sports Newsroom Cullman, AL
Josh McBrayer Editor 35055
Johnny Thornton Natalie Bonner Reporters
Chelsea Sparks
Sharon Schuler
Kreps
Tips
news@ Visit
cullmansense cullmanstore. Contributors
Cartoonist com or com for our full Will Hogue
Anthony Saint 256-297-1847 digital archives.

OPINION

INDIA'S SHAME, AND THE WORLD'S

Mel Gurtov
PeaceVoice

democracy is sup-

posed to have the

advantage of afford-
ing people of any social class,
gender, or religious or ethnic
group the opportunity to ad-
vance. In contrast with au-
thoritarian political orders,
democracies should be superi-
orin their openness to change,
to everyone’s participation in
politics, and to equality before
the law. In a word, democra-
cies are based on the politics
of hope and the virtues of
transparency. Or so the theory
goes.

India defies these expec-
tations. Though it has demo-
cratic institutions and vigor-
ous political competition, at
least among elites, when it
comes to human development
India

falls very short—embarrass-

and human security,

ingly so when compared with
China. The United Nations
Development
(UNDP),
human development and re-

Programme
which measures

ports annually on conditions
in nearly all countries docu-
ments the comparison. Over-
all, among 177 countries for
which data are available, India
ranks 135th (in company with
Tajikistan, Bhutan, and Cam-
bodia), whereas China ranks
91st (along with Thailand, Ar-
menia, and Fiji). In fact, there

OPINION

are very few categories of hu-
man development in which
India does better on average
than China, which surely ex-
plains why developing coun-
tries (and many Indian spe-
cialists!) looking for economic
models are far more likely to
choose China than India.

Statistically, among the
most telling indicators of hu-
man development are those
affecting children and women.
Infant mortality is exception-
ally high in India (44 percent,
compared with China’s 12 per-
cent), and life expectancy for
children is lower than in the
poorest African country. Poor
nutrition and sanitation, and
limited access to health care,
are the observable reasons.
Child labor in India, at 12 per-
cent for ages 5 to 14, is also un-
commonly high.

Equally shameful is the low
status of India’s women, a fact
recently brought home in two
very different ways. One is the
film (produced in Britain), In-
dia’s Daughter, which explores
the culture of rape, based on
the well publicized incident
last December in which a
young woman was gang-raped
on a public bus in New Delhi.
The woman died of her inju-
ries, the rapists were not the
least bit repentant, and the
government has banned the
film on the specious argu-
ment that it will encourage
more such assaults. The low

status of Indian women is also
the key factor in their limited
access to prenatal and other
health care. As a result, they
are, as the article puts it, dan-
gerously underweight.

In short, India is one of the
worst places in the world to be
a woman. Never mind Sonia
Gandhi and other successful
Indian women. For the over-
whelming majority of Indian
women, degrading treatment,
sexual violence, and last-in-
line access to the means of
well being are the norm. (Chi-
na is hardly a model here, but
the status of women is higher
in China than in India.)

India’s shame is also the
world’s. The latest UN report
on the status of women pres-
ents the first “Platform for
Action”

1995 international conference

since the landmark

in Beijing. The report finds
that although women have
advanced globally by some
measures, such as political
office holding and education,
violence against women is
pervasive everywhere. In the
words of the report: “Recent
global estimates show that
35 per cent of women world-
wide have experienced either
physical and/or sexual inti-
mate partner violence or non-
partner sexual violence in
their lifetime. While there is
some variation across regions,
all regions have unacceptably
high rates of violence against

women.” In India, according
to the UNDP, more women
than men (54 percent to 51
percent) believe wife beating
is justified. Though few coun-
tries can match the depth of
violence against women that
characterizes Indian society,
global and regional averages
suggest that violence, and ac-
ceptance by men and many
women of its legitimacy, cut
across income levels.

When it comes to prevent-
ing violence against women
and girls, the UN ECOSOC
report repeats all the well-
known reforms that are need-
ed—in law, education, com-
munity awareness, and police
enforcement—but accepts
that cultural norms run deep.
Thus the report notes that
“although States are increas-
ingly recognizing the impor-
tance of prevention, very few
have introduced long-term,
coordinated and cross-cutting
with

the vast majority reporting

prevention strategies,
on short-term piecemeal ac-
tivities.” This is bad news for
women and girls everywhere,
especially in India.

Mel Gurtov,
PeaceVoice, is

syndicated by
Professor
Emeritus of Political Science
at Portland State University,
Editor-in-Chief of Asian Per-
spective, an international af-
fairs quarterly and blogs at In
the Human Interest.

DISASTER PREP: TO GENERATE OR NOT TO GENERATE

Dave Robinson

Contributor
or most folks, an
emergency genera-

tor can be the single
most expensive item in their
preparations. A decent one,
with enough power to run all
the things you deem critical,
will run in the neighborhood
of $500 and up, depending on
the features and power output
you choose. First you need to
decide whether or not you ac-
tually need one. For example if
you have just purchased a half
a beef and it is comfortably
stored in your freezer you may
want one just for the peace
of mind in the event of a pro-
longed power outage.

Some of us live out in the
country and depend on a well
for our water supply. Electric-
ity is usually needed to pump
water out of the ground. An
emergency generator can save
the day, but I need to caution
you, there is a downside. They
require fuel. Some run on gas-
oline, some on propane, some
are diesel powered and even
some of the stationary ver-
sions are fueled by natural gas.
Most are dependent upon gas-

oline which means you must
have a substantial amount of
gas on hand.

Not only is it expensive,
but storing large amounts of
gasoline has been made more
difficult with the advent of
ethanol. Regular gasoline now
contains varying percentages
of ethyl alcohol. One of the
many downsides to ethanol
is that alcohol attracts water
which severely degrades the
performance of gasoline. Un-
less a stabilizing agent like
StaBil is used, gasoline can go
bad in a very short time. One
trick I learned recently is to
avoid storing fuel cans on bare
still
seep up through the soil and

ground. Moisture can

somehow contaminate stored
gasoline. Most people simply
rotate their stored gasoline
through the lawn mower, the
ATV or the chainsaw, thus
minimizing the chances their
gasoline will deteriorate.
Several websites offer a gen-
erator buying guide. Northern
Tool, Home Depot, and Ama-
zon.com to name a few. These
sites can help you make a deci-
sion regarding the purchase of
a generator. They have posted
lots of great information on

the topic of buying a genera-
tor. For instance, a transfer
switch is highly recommend-
ed. Transfer switches are pre-
wired to your breaker panel,
usually by an electrician. They
prioritize which electrical cir-
cuits will be energized when
the generator is in use. Decid-
ing on whether or not to install
a power transfer switch should
be one of your first priorities.
Otherwise you are relegated to
running extension cords from
your generator to the appli-
ances you wish to power up.
Among the things I have
learned from experience are:
My generator isn’t big enough
to power up my entire house.
Choose which items you want
to run, and run extension
cords to them. And of critical
importance: Don’t try to put
a male plug on both ends of a
cord and run power into your
electrical system “backwards!”
This not only causes a fire haz-
ard by overheating your wir-
ing, but can injure workers
miles away who think they’re
working on “dead” lines. Your
transformer boosts the power
to 24,000 volts and a lineman
can be injured or killed. Lastly,
make sure your generator is

completely outside. Gasoline
engines emit carbon monoxide
and can kill you and your fam-
ily if you've decided to keep it
in the attached garage.

Many mid-priced generators
now are equipped with elec-
tric starters, a nice option to
consider if tugging on a starter
rope isn’t exactly your thing.
Also, a must-have item is a
wheel kit. Otherwise you will
lift , carry, lug or otherwise
muscle it to where it needs to
be. Wheel kits make the job
so much easier. Moving it into
place is as simple as using a
wheelbarrow.

As always, send your questions
and comments to disasterprep.
dave@gmail.com. Previous col-
umns can be found on my blog
at disasterprepdave.blogspot.
com.

POSITION AVAILABLE

Program  Facilitator
needed for local do-
mestic violence inter-
vention program.

Full time, BS degree re-
quired. Send resume to:
vsoced@vsoccullman.

org
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'NEW GMC SIERRA NEW GMC SIERRA 2075 GMC SIERRA 1500
REGULAR CAB CREW CAB DOVBLE CAB STANDARD
STARIING $24 950 v $30,995 ONLY $39 950

STKI242650 =N STK#199992

2014 BUICKVERANO  NEWBUICK  NEW BUICK ~ NEW BUICK
4DR SEDAN REGAL LACROSSE ENCORE

pR%?EWOF $21 995 i $27 995 T $28 995 S“‘RT'“G$25 995

2014 CHEVROLET 2009 TOYOTA 2010 CHEVROLET 2010 CHEVROLET 2011 ~ 2010 DODGE 2015 JEEP
IMPALA HIGHLANDER TAHOE Z-71 Z-714X2 CADILLAC SRX RAM 3500 WRANGLER
Loaded! Loaded! PERFORMANCE 6 SPEED, CUMMINS!

WAS $21,990. NOW WAS $24,750. NOW WAS $26,990. NOW WAS $26,950. NOW WAS $27,500. NOW WAS $28,900. NOW WAS $27,790. NOW

$18,404 $22 791 $23,013 $24,755 $25 988 $26,444 $26,990

2011 CHEVROLET 2014 GMC 2008 DODGE 2004 IQORD 2004 CHEVROLET 2007 DODGE 2007 BUICK

AVALANCHE LTZ YUKON SLT AVENGER RANGER REGULAR CAB GRAND CARAVAN LACROSSE
RARE FIND! axa! GOOD MILES! CLEAN!

WAS $28,900. NOW WAS $37,990. NOW WAS $9,900. NOW WAS $9,980. NOW WAS $10,500. NOW WAS $11,990. NOW WAS $12,500. NOW

$25 990 $35.,388 $6,2142 $7,680 $7,554 $8,043 $9,005

"2000 CHEVROLET 2004 JEEP GRAND 2006 CHEVROLET 2008 NISSAN 2005 CHEVROLET 2011 JEEP 2008 HUMMER _
X-CAB Z-71 CHEROKEE 4X4 SUBURBAN XTERRA SILVERADO LIBERTY H3 4WD
Loaded! 4X4! 4X4, NEW TIRES! LOCAL TRADE!

WAS $11,990. NOW WAS $13,900. NOW WAS $14,990. NOW WAS $15,500. NOW WAS $14,900. NOW WAS $16,900. NOW WAS $18,750. NOW

$9,096 $11,262 $12,098 $12,559 $13,126 $14,571 $16,989

- - )
Bl“ sm“n @BUICK GSIVIC= DON'T MAKE A 3,000 MISTAKE

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM - 1940 SECOND AVE NW - CULLMAN, AL 35055 - 256-734-4472




