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Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Alabama to award grants to 
schools as part of its Be Healthy School Grant Program

BIRMINGHAM – In our commit-
ment to help prevent childhood 
obesity, Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
of Alabama is proud to continue its 
Be Healthy School Grant Program. 
For the 2017 -2018 school year, Blue 
Cross will make available $250,000 
and award grants up to $10,000 to 
25 schools across the state that en-

roll students in grades kindergarten 
through six. Since 2012, Blue Cross 
has awarded more than $1 million in 
114 Be Healthy School Grants state-
wide, impacting more than 57,500 
students.  
	 “We are seeing the positive re-
sults of healthy lifestyle initiatives 
being implemented in our schools 
by students and faculty. The ongo-
ing success of our school grant pro-
gram validates the investment we 

are making in the long-term health 
of Alabama’s children,” says Jeff Ad-
ams, community relations manager, 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Ala-
bama.  
	 The grants are for the imple-
mentation of school-based health 
and wellness programs that empha-
size increased exercise, nutrition 
education and parental involve-
ment during the school year.  
	 Applications can now be com-

pleted on our website at AlabamaB-
lue.com/schoolgrant. The deadline 
to submit an application is Friday, 
March 17, 2017. Each selected school 
will receive a grant of up to $10,000, 
and schools will be further recog-
nized with a Blue Cross Be Healthy 
School banner. In April 2018, stu-
dents who successfully complete 
their school’s program will be pre-
sented with Be Healthy awards by 
Blue Cross. 

Koko Mackin              
Contributor

For the Southern Makers debut, Leldon Maxcy designed and built a 12-foot-tall 
replica of the state of Alabama, with each of the 67 counties cut out two times, once on 
reclaimed wood for the front-facing piece, and again on a matching sheet of reinforcing 
plywood. Then each one was carefully glued into place, like a giant jigsaw puzzle.

LELDON MAXCY

Former Catoma Mart owners open The Tan Shack

CULLMAN – The Tan Shack is 
a new business in town. Located 
at 1618 Second Ave. SW, the 
business is enjoying its first 
weeks of business; however, 
the entrepreneurs behind the 
success aren’t newcomers. Angela 

Freeman and her husband Danny 
Freeman owned the Catoma Mart 
for 15 years, and they made several 
connections in the community 
that they call home.
	 The Catoma Mart is located on 
the corner of Alabama Highway 
157 East and Eva Road. A change 
in ownership last 
summer made waves 

Andrew Cryer
Tribune Correspondent

Cullman Area 
Technology 
Academy 
opens doors 
to public

CULLMAN – You might not be 
familiar with the Cullman Area 
Technology Academy (CATA), but 
you should be.  Perhaps you are more 
familiar with its earlier name still 
often used around town: the Cullman 
Area Career Center.  Located at 
17640 Highway 31 N, near Vinemont, 
this Cullman County Board of 
Education (CCBOE) facility offers 18 
different career training programs 
in a wide range of fields, developing 
county and city high school students 
into effective members of the 
workforce.  Graduates are prepared 
to go right to work with industry-
accepted occupational credentials, 
or pursue higher education with a 
major head start.  Some students 
will even graduate high school with 
an associate degree under their belts 
and a guaranteed job offer waiting 
for them.
	 On Thursday, Feb. 16 from 5-7 
p.m., CATA will celebrate Alabama 
State Career/Technical Education 
Month by hosting an open house.  
Area ninth and 10th graders and 
their families are 
strongly encouraged to 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com
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Drop by 5355 AL HWY 157 Cullman, AL 35058 or Visit BillyRayTaylorAutoSales.com today!
Billy Ray Taylor Auto Sales

W over 400 Trucks in stock A 100 Cars and SUVS • 84 MONTHS FINANCING B 1.9% APR
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Leldon Maxcy: Making 
wood look good since 1997
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Flourish of Cullman hosting a night of food, fun and beer at Goat Island

CULLMAN – On Feb. 17, 
starting at 6 p.m. at Goat 
Island Brewing, Flourish of 
Cullman will hold its first 
fundraising event since 
organizing in October 2016. 
	 The event, called 
“Flourish of Cullman 
Seeking Cultivators,” will 
include an Italian dinner, 

bingo, beer and a silent 
auction. 
	 The dinner will cost $20 
per-plate, and the games of 
bingo will cost $5 per-play; 
silent auction winners will 
be announced at 8:45 p.m. 
	 “We had been kicking 
around a lot of ideas and 
ending up pairing up 
with Goat Island Brewing 
because Susan Evans, a 
partner at Flourish of 

Cullman, has a cousin 
who co-owns Goat Island 
Brewing,” said Melissa Dew 
with Flourish of Cullman. 
	 Dew says she would like 
to see $20,000 raised on the 
night of the event, and said 
she has already sold 200 
tickets. 
	 Flourish of Cullman is 
a nonprofit organization 
providing community-
based support for people 

with developmental 
disabilities to live, work 
and play independently 
and successfully in our 
community.
	 “We are really proud 
to bring this service to the 
Cullman community,” Dew 
said.
	 “I worked at Encore 
in Cullman, and Susan 
Evans worked with the 
Cullman County Schools 

with their special education 
department. So, we are 
experienced in this line 
of work, and we know the 
need of helping those in our 
community who are older.” 
	 According to Dew, 
Flourish of Cullman aims to 
help those who are 16-years-
old and older. 

For more information, 
or to purchase tickets, 

contact:
• Melissa Dew, 256-338-
4249
• Sharon Kane, 256-708-
9647
• Susan Evans, 256-962-
8049

Find out more about 
Flourish of Cullman at 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
flourishofcullmaninc. 

Will Hogue
will@cullmansense.com

Focus on: Restoring Women Outreach

CULLMAN – Ever since its 
beginning in 2011, Restoring 
Women Outreach has been 
helping women recover 
from substance abuse and 
addiction. The program 
began when executive 
director Carol Berry saw a 
need in Cullman County for 
a way to help women beat 
drug and alcohol addiction. 
Today, RWO's program has 
helped dozens of women 
get back on their feet and 
repay their debts to the City 
of Cullman and Cullman 
County.
	 At RWO, each of the 
houses is meant to give 
the ladies a stable, home-
like environment while 
they recover, and program 
members are given all the 
tools, resources and support 
they need on their journeys 
to sobriety. Women in the 
program start in the Hope 
House, where they start 
the process of restoring 
their lives, setting goals for 
themselves and becoming 
stable. Living in this house 
includes confirming court 
dates, attending 12-step 
program meetings, GED 
classes, counseling sessions, 

budget and goal setting 
workshops, and workout 
programs. 
	 After eight months, 
women move on to the 
Frady House (named after 
house donor Dorothy 
Frady), where their 
programs become more 
personalized based on the 
goals the participants set 
for themselves while in 
the Hope House. However, 
some things are mandatory 
for everyone: obtaining a 
GED, full-time employment 
and community service 
being among them. RWO 
Director Summer Blalock 
says that, between their 
jobs and their community 
service, the ladies in the 
program have paid back 
thousands of dollars to 
Cullman since 2011. After 
completing their stay in the 
program, some women move 
in to the new Faith House, 
which houses graduates 
who need transition living 
arrangements.
	 RWO partners with 
many organizations to help 
give its women the help 
they need and deserve. The 
Link of Cullman County 
provide anger management 
meetings and parenting 
classes, while Wallace State 

Community College offers 
a Ready to Work program. 
Friends of Recovery 
offers support services 
for substance abuse, and 
women recovering from 
alcohol addiction are taken 
to Alcoholics Anonymous 
meetings. 
	 RWO is a Christian 
nonprofit organization. 
Most funds come from the 
ladies themselves, who pay a 
percentage of their outside 
job earnings toward rent. 
However, the program does 
receive contributions from 
individuals, churches and 
civic organizations. 
	 For anyone who 

struggles with addiction, but 
struggles more with asking 
for help, Blalock offered 
this advice, "If you find that 
your life is becoming, or 
already is, unmanageable 
and come to believe that 
you have a problem, ask for 
help. In asking for help, you 
will find that it is not a sign 
of weakness but a sign of 
courage!"
	 More information 
about the program 
can be found at www.
restoringwomenoutreach.
org or on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/Restoring-
W o m e n - O u t r e a c h -
Inc-507636689278874/.

Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent

Severe weather tax holiday approaching; 
new alert system coming to Cullman

CULLMAN – Alabama will 
hold its sixth annual severe 
weather preparedness tax 
holiday, starting Friday, Feb. 
24, 2017 at 12:01 a.m. and 
ending Sunday, Feb. 26, 2017 
at midnight, giving shoppers 
the opportunity to purchase 
certain severe weather 
preparedness items free 
of state sales tax. The City 
of Cullman and Cullman 
County will also waive taxes 
for the holiday, meaning 
consumers can save 10 
percent on certain items.

	 We reached out to 
Cullman’s resident severe 
weather preparedness 
expert for spring severe 
weather tips.
	 “All the safety tips are 
the same,” said Phyllis 
Little, director of the 
Cullman County Emergency 
Management Agency 
(EMA).
	 “But people should 
always have more than one 
way to receive alerts of 
severe weather.” 
	 Shoppers can take 
advantage of the tax holiday 
to ensure that they have 
multiple ways to be alerted 

in the event of severe 
weather. 

According to the Alabama 
Retail Association, the 
tax-exempt items include 
the following priced at 
$60 or less:
• Flashlights, lanterns
• Battery-powered or hand-
crank radio
• Batteries
• First-aid kits
• Cell phone charger
• Two-way radios
• Manual can openers
• Tarps and plastic sheeting
• Duct tape
• Fire extinguishers

• Tie-down kits, bungee 
cords or rope

Other tax-free items 
include: Coolers, ice packs, 
plywood, window film 
and smoke/fire/carbon 
monoxide detectors. 
Portable generators and 
power cords costing $1,000 
or less are also tax-free. 
https://alabamaretail.org/
news/2017-severe-weather-
tax-holiday/
	 For a full list of tax-free 
items and participating 
cities and counties, go 
to: alabamaretail.org/
alabamasalestaxholidays

	 Little also explained that 
the Cullman area is getting 
a new emergency alert 
system. 	
	 “The new fully-
automatic alerts will be 
directly from the National 
Weather Service,” she said. 
“If a tornado warning is 
issued, the sirens will be 
turned on automatically, 
and will only be sounded in 
the area that has been issued 
a tornado warning.” 	
	 Little said that, under 
the current system, the 
sirens must be turned on 
manually, and ring out all 
over the county, regardless 

of where the tornado was 
spotted. 	
	 In the event of severe 
weather, if you are not in a 
safe place, get to the nearest 
severe weather shelter. 
	 For a full list of Cullman 
County shelters, see:  
http://www.cullmanema.
o r g / a s s e t s / P D F s /
CommunityShelterList.pdf
	 On March 2, the Cullman 
EMA is teaming up with 
the National Weather 
Service, and will host a 
Storm Spotter Conference 
at the Colony Educational 
Complex, which will be free 
to the public.

Will Hogue
will@cullmansense.com

Director Summer Blalock and 
program graduate Betty Dunn

HEATHER MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Notice of Position Available
City Clerk/Treasurer City of Evergreen, Alabama

The City of Evergreen is seeking interested and qualified applicants for the
position of CityClerk/Treasurer.
Applicant must have earned a Bachelorʼs Degree in Business Administra-
tion, Accounting, Management, Finance and have five (5) years of service
as Municipal Clerk or Assistant Municipal Clerk or an Associate Degree and
have (10) years of service, or equivalent experience.
Salary Range - $40,000 - $60,000      Application deadline Feb. 10, 2017
For complete job requirements and application contact:

City of Evergreen Interim City Clerk at 251-578-1574 or
email: cityclerk@evergreenal.org
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Empty Bowls Chili Dinner coming Feb. 20

CULLMAN – The 14th 
Annual Empty Bowls of 
Cullman County Chili 
Dinner will be held on 
Feb. 20 from 4-6:30 p.m. 
in Hearin Hall at First 
United Methodist Church 
Cullman. Along with the 
food, entertainment will be 
provided by various local 
artists performing southern 
gospel music. 

	 All proceeds will go to 
benefit the Cullman Caring 
for Kids food bank.
	 Tickets can be purchased 
for $10 at Cullman Caring 
for Kids and First United 
Methodist Church Cullman. 
	 Last year's dinner raised 
$15,368, which brought 
the total amount of money 
raised since the first dinner 
to $131,468.
	 Each dollar will buy 
approximately seven pounds 
of food, which means these 

dinners have bought more 
than 460 tons of food in the 
past 13 years.

Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent

WSCC Adult Education program offers newly-created nontraditional high school diploma

HANCEVILLE – Wallace 
State’s Adult Education 
program has added a new 
alternative for students who 
didn’t complete their high 
school education.
	 The nontraditional 
high school diploma, which 
was recently approved by 
the Alabama Community 
College System and the 
Alabama State Department 
of Education, allows 
students who either 
dropped out of high 
school without earning 
the essential number of 
credits to graduate or who 
failed certain sections of 
the former Alabama High 
School Graduation Exam to 
complete their high school 
diploma.
	 Students must be 17 
years old to be eligible for 
the nontraditional diploma 
and must have attended an 
Alabama public high school.
	 “I think we are going 
to see a lot of positive 

responses from people, 
who for whatever reasons 
decided to drop out of 
high school and put off 
getting their GED (General 
Education Development). 
They can now see this as an 
option that will hopefully 
change their lives,” said 
John Glasscock, Wallace 
State’s Adult Education 
Coordinator.
	 “I think this is a great 
idea and with having been 
in adult education for 
several years now, I think 
the more options you give 
to a student, the better. It’s 
a perfect opportunity for a 
student to go back and get 
the diploma they thought 
was never possible.”
	 Between the two options, 
a student either has to have 
completed all the credits 
necessary for graduation 
and received a Certificate 
of Attendance but failed a 
portion of the exit exam, or 
they have to have completed 
at least 10 credit hours in 
high school, they can pursue 
the required 24 credit hours 

to earn the diploma.
	 The other option has 
several paths that would 
take the place of the Exit 
Exam.
	 Students interested 
in the nontraditional 
diploma are required to 
contact the high school they 
attended, and complete a 
transcript request for the 
nontraditional diploma 
program and notify the 
school they plan to pursue a 
nontraditional diploma. 
	 The school will then 
send an official transcript 
and transcript audit form 
directly to Wallace State.
	 The nontraditional 
diploma classes are taken on 
Wallace State’s campus.
	 “We determine the 
best path for the students 
once we receive all of the 
paperwork and once we 
have an opportunity to 
speak with them. Once 
they complete the program, 
the high schools issue the 
diplomas just as if they had 
been completed 10 years 
ago,” Glasscock said. “This 

should provide students 
with a lot of motivation.”
	 Alabama Community 
College System Adult 
Education Director Dr. 
David Walters recently said 
in an AL.com article that 
more than 500,000 adults in 
Alabama lack a high school 
diploma or its equivalent in 
the GED.

	 The nontraditional 
diploma was initiated with 
hopes of decreasing the 
number.
	 “Students who have 
slipped through the cracks 
for whatever reason can 
take advantage of this 
diploma and ultimately 
find themselves eligible for 
jobs with family-sustaining 

wages,” Glasscock said.
	 For more information 
about the nontraditional 
high school diploma and 
the Wallace State Adult 
Education program, contact 
Glasscock at 256-352-8077 
or 256-352-8078.
	 For more information 
about Wallace State, visit 
www.wallacestate.edu.

Russell Moore
WSCC
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CHS’ annual Big Band Dance 
coming to Civic Center this Friday
Dance to raise funds for new band uniforms

CULLMAN – This Friday, 
Feb. 3, Cullman High School 
(CHS) will host its 21st 
annual Big Band Dance at 
Cullman Civic Center from 
7-9 p.m. (come 30 minutes 
early for dance instruction).  
Live music will be provided 
by the CHS Jazz Band 
under CHS Director of 
Bands Christopher Smith.  
Admission is $10.
	 This year's event 
will help raise funds to 
help the Cullman Band 
Boosters (CBB) purchase 

new uniforms for the CHS 
marching band.
	 The final cost of the 
project is expected to reach 
$60,000, of which the group 
has raised approximately 
$45,000 to date.
	 In addition to the dance, 
the boosters have made 
direct appeals to numerous 
area businesses for 
donations and sponsorships 
to complete the project 
before the next school year.
	 CBB President Mary 
Hovater shared, "We are 
trying to reach our goal 
for new uniforms. That's 
$60,000! It's a lot! The 

boosters have been saving 
for 10 years, but uniform 
costs have gone up so we 
are giving a final push to 
get the additional funds 
we need. Our hope is to 
finalize a design which the 
band director, Chris Smith, 
has been developing, and 
have them ready for the 
2017 marching season, 
which by the way will be the 
100th season of football at 
Cullman High!"
	 The purchase of 
uniforms for the CHS 
marching band won't just 
benefit that group, either.  
CBB supports the music 

programs at both the middle 
and high school, all the way 
down to the sixth-grade 
beginner band.
	 The band at Cullman 
Middle School typically 
receives whatever items the 
high school is replacing.
	 "We have a lot of band 
students to take care of," 
said Hovater, "including 
beginner band in sixth 
grade, through senior 
high: around 300 students! 
Middle school gets the hand 
down uniforms from the 
high school.
	 "The ones they are using 
now are about 20 years old, 

and need much work to keep 
them wearable at this point. 
They are very excited about 
getting the ones currently at 
CHS."
	 Hovater, a Cullman 
native, is proud of her 
schools, of their music 
programs, and of her fellow 
band supporters.
	 She shared, "I was never 
in the band, but with both 
my sons going through the 
Cullman band program, I 
wish I could have been!  But 
I'll settle for being a band 
booster.
	 "And like the band 
members, the boosters 

are also a little family.  My 
youngest will graduate next 
year, and I'm going to miss 
this special little family I've 
been grateful of which to be 
a part.
	 "And being the booster 
president has been an 
honor.  I've never been 
around people so willing to 
give of themselves like these 
boosters."
	 Of the Big Band Dance, 
parents should know that it 
is not a chaperoned event.  
Organizers recommend 
parental supervision for 
children younger than 14.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com
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News from the Pond

Good morning Tri-
bune readers and 
families. Welcome 

again to winter time. The 
weather here seems to be 
the most changeable in the 
whole wide world. Other 
than the temperature, you 
will also know that this is 
winter time because all the 
beauty pageants and basket-
ball tournaments are being 
held. The Cullman County 
Schools tourney was held 
this  past week at Wallace 
State’s Tom Drake Colise-
um. I think that this week 
is  the only time a sporting 
event is held on a Wednes-
day evening during the 
school year.

	 I would like to spotlight 
the participates from Bron-
co Land, who received out-
standing awards during last 
week. Sorry if I omit some-
one. Here goes: first and 
foremost, a great big con-
gratulations to the Bronco 
varsity boys team. They are 
the Cullman County Tour-
nament winners and county 
champs.
	 In the Championship 
Game, they defeated the 
Cold Spring Eagles, 86-59. 
In that game, Drew Jones 
scored a high of 23 points. 
Drew is the  son of Mitch and 
Kathy Jones, of Holly Pond. 
Drew was also winner of the 
Joe Shultz Award given to a 
top boys’ participant. Mak-
ing the all-tournament team 
in this division were Drew 
Jones, Bailey Smith and 
Griffin Morris. In addition 
to these three players, Matt 

Cahoon joined them on the 
All-County team. Again, 
Congratulations Broncos – 
we are all very proud of you 
and your hard work and ac-
complishments.
	 Because of my past, I 
must mention the Bill Shel-
ton Award given to the out-
standing varsity girls player. 
The winner for this year 
was Miss Emme Willough-
by from Cold Springs High 
School. On the Broncos ju-
nior varsity girls team, Miss 
Maddie Heatherly made the 
All-Tournament team. The 
varsity girls had Ruth Hor-
ton and Kolby Holcombe on 
the All-tournament team. 
Joining on the All-county 
team was Ruth Horton.
	 The Holly Pond Civitan 
Club held their program 
meeting Tuesday night, 
January 24th with Sheriff 
Matt Gentry presenting a 

most interesting talk about 
his  office and new initia-
tives. I also learned that he 
had attended Hanceville 
Schools before graduat-
ing from Good Hope High 
School. While at Hanceville, 
he became acquainted with 
my sister and her husband, 
Coach Lane and Doctor 
Nancy Horton. Of course, 
he was very complimentary 
to me about both of them. I 
cannot begin to mention all 
the informational and inter-
esting bits he told us about. 
They would surprise you. 
He presented a challenge to 
us to be diligent about noti-
fying his office of any prob-
lems he could help with in 
this area of the county.
	 Prior to Sheriff Gentry’s 
talk we welcomed a new 
member to our club,  Mrs. 
Carla Hart. Carla is a mem-
ber of the Holly Pond Town 

Council and is now a Civitan. 
Lynn Jetton, club president, 
presided. In the absence of 
our Chaplain, Bart Dye, the 
devotional  was  presented 
by Gladys Wisener. Bill Oli-
ver led in the creed and Sha-
ron Oliver led in the pledge 
of allegiance to our  flag.  
Regular members attending 
included: Bill and Sharon 
Oliver, Tammy Baker, Mary 
Hickey, Carla Hart, Paul 
Brown, Gladys Wisener, 
Kay Stewart, Jimmie Dean 
Carnell and Lynn Jetton. 
The next meeting will be on 
February 14th at 6:30 p. m., 
in the Guy Hunt Conference 
Room with the board meet-
ing the day before on Feb-
ruary 13th. Members were 
also reminded on the Ala-
bama District North Meet-
ing held on January 28th at 
the Guntersville Parks and 
Recreation Center. Holly 

Pond Civitans that attended 
the Alabama District North 
Meeting in Guntersville 
were Julia Floyd, Lynn Jet-
ton, Sharon and Bill Oliver.
	 Welcome back from 
Barrie, Ontario, Canada to 
my sisters, Julia Floyd and 
Nancy Horton. They spent 
last  weekend in Barrie at-
tending the Junior Civitan 
International Sno-Do event 
and serving as chaperone 
to Junior Civitans from all 
over the United States and 
Canada. It was a great event 
that raised near $60,000 to 
support research at the Civi-
tan International Research 
Center at UAB in Birming-
ham. Doctor Nancy Hor-
ton is the Alabama District 
North Civitan Co-Chair of 
Junior Civitans.
	 Until next week, stay 
warm, be careful and stay 
safe.

Jimmie Dean 
Carnell
Tribune 
Contributor

BILLY BOB'S STORIES AND STUFF

Was it really a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day?

One of my favorite 
books is the chil-
dren’s book, “Al-

exander and the Terrible, 
Horrible, No Good, Very 
Bad Day,” written by Judith 
Viorst. From the moment 
the boy named Alexander 
woke up, things went badly 
for him. He found the chew-
ing gum that had been in his 
mouth the night before was 
now in his hair, tripped over 
his skateboard, dropped his 
sweater in a sink of water, 
and found no prize in his 
cereal.
	 Last Thursday, I expe-
rienced one of those kinds 
of days. I’m not a morning 
person. Oh, I get up early, 
but that’s only because I’m 

old and can’t sleep late any-
more. Please don’t be  con-
fused. Simply because I am 
upright with my  eyes open 
does not mean I am awake. 
At least two cups of cof-
fee are required to oil my 
brain and lubricate my vocal 
cords.
	 Have you ever noticed 
how much a carton of Egg-
Beaters looks like a carton 
of Half-and-Half creamer? 
The moment that first drop 
of Egg-Beaters hit my coffee 
I knew what I had done. One 
might think that after hav-
ing done this a few times, I 
would not place them side 
by side in the frig! And so my 
day had started.
	 Our dappled Dachs-
hund affectionately known 
as Fifteen, was sick. When 
our dogs, or I either for that 
matter, go two days without 
eating, there is definitely a 

problem. After I returned 
from a quick work-out and 
one game of racquetball, 
which I lost, we decided Fif-
teen needed to visit the vet. 
That afternoon, I brought 
her home    with    meds,    
said    goodbye  to $333.47, 
but still didn’t know  exactly 
what was ailing her.
	 During lunch, I ran by 
the alteration shop to pick 
up my two new suits. They 
were supposed to be ready 
two days earlier. One was a 
red suit, covered with white 
hearts, for my Billy Bob Bo-
hannon character to per-
form in. I had a bad  feeling 
when the seamstress asked, 
“Now what did your suit 
look like?” How could any-
one lose a suit like that?
	 Since my day had already 
been wonderful (not), and 
April 15 approaches, I de-
cided to pull together my 

receipts for my taxes. Hey, 
why ruin a “good” day? Do 
that stuff on a day that is 
already rotten and save the 
good one.
	 When I thought things 
couldn’t get much worse, 
they did. I had hoped my 
new book, a novel I had 
worked on for three years, 
would be out before Christ-
mas. I said, I “had” hoped. 
	 That afternoon, I re-
ceived word from the pub-
lisher that they were ex-
periencing a transition 
period and all authors would 
be contacted  in  the  next  
few  weeks    with options 
for completing projects. 
I’m still hoping for release 
before Christmas –  next 
Christmas.
	 While I still pondered 
how I might conclude this 
story, Sunday’s storms blew 
through and gave me my 

answer. I had barely gotten 
settled in at home Sunday 
afternoon when I got a call 
that our  Baptist Disaster 
Relief team had been de-
ployed. We only went a few 
miles to work at a house in 
Opelika. The homeowners 
had taken shelter in a closet 
when the entire roof, includ-
ing rafters, lifted off their 
house. Miraculously, they 
both walked away unhurt 
and thankful to be alive. As 

we talked and prayed  with 
the lady, I reflected on my 
bad day on Thursday. With 
a totally new perspective, 
I realized that neither Al-
exander, nor I, had actually 
had a bad day. It’s all in how 
you look at things. I hope 
you have  a great day!

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-745-0588 (office) or 
334-728-5514 (cell).

Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

Tribune Files from Yesteryear
From The Files Of 1957

Hanceville Happenings
Holiday guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clate Hamrick were 
Mr. and Mrs.  Bert Ham-
rick, Mr. and Mrs. Quinnon 
Holmes and son and Mrs. 
Jack Waldrop and children, 
all of Birmingham and Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Hamrick and 
children, of  Selma.
	 Visiting Mr. and Mrs.  
Winfred Chappell last week 
were Reverend and Mrs. 
Robert Webb and Danny, of 
Chattanooga and Mrs. Ger-
trude Wheeler, of Nashville.
	 Mrs. L.M. Bland has 
as her  dinner guests on 
Thursday, Mr. and Mrs. E.J. 

McGlawn, of Birmingham, 
Reverend and Mrs. William 
Curl, of Cullman, Mr. and 
Mrs. Plez Curl, of Blount 
County and Mr. and Mrs. 
Bert McGlawn.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Talmadge 
Chappell and boys and Mrs. 
J. Nesmith were  the Sunday 
afternoon guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jimmy Nesmith and 
Randy, in Hartselle.
	 Sergeant and Mrs. Paul 
Meadows announce the 
birth of a daughter at the 
Cullman Hospital, on De-
cember 28th, whom they 
have named Nancy Kay.
	 Mrs. Pichelmeyer and 
son, John Pichelmeyer, 

of Birmingham, were the 
guests of Mrs. W.H. Clapp, 
Senior, on Thursday night 
and Friday.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Dean 
and Mr. and Mrs. William 
Dean, of Birmingham, were 
the  guests  on  Saturday of  
Mr.  and Mrs. S.M. Casey.
	 Mrs. Frank Ballard and 
Larry and Sergeant and Mrs. 
Earnest McNabb and Eddie 
are the weekend guests of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Whit-
field and family in Atlanta, 
Georgia.
	 Mrs. Cynthia Cook visit-
ed Mr. and Mrs. Virgil Cagle, 
at Center Hill, on Saturday.
	 Master Sergeant Clifford 

Pike, son, of Mr. and Mrs. 
W.H. Pike, of Route Seven, 
Cullman, was recently fea-
tured in an article in Stars 
and Stripes by Nick Ray-
mond from Maison Fort, 
France, where the sergeant 
is stationed.
	 Mrs. T.S. Morrow, age 48, 
wife of the director of the 
Cullman Experiment Sta-
tion, died at her home on 
Route Seven, Cullman, on 
Saturday morning.
	 A native of Cullman 
County, Mrs. Morrow, the 
former Clara Morris, was 
reared at West Point.
	 Surviving are her hus-
band, one daughter, Peggy 

Morrow, a student at API, 
Auburn, her mother, Mrs. 
Lucy Morris,  two  sisters,  
Mrs.  Ruby  Chaney and Mrs. 
Jewell Bland and two broth-
ers, John and Judge Morris.
	 Funeral services were 
held at the First Baptist 
Church, at 2:00 p.m., on 
Monday, with the Reverend 
Andrew Coltharp officiating 
and Moss Service directing 
interment in City Cemetery.
	 Pallbearers were Doctor 
W.G. Eaton, Troy Thomp-
son,  K.P.  Morris,  Earl Self, 
U.G. Haynes and L.T. Burle-
son.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy 
Roberson, of Birmingham 

announce the birth of a 
daughter on Monday, Janu-
ary 8th. They have named 
her Karen Lynne. She is   the 
granddaughter of Mr. and 
Mrs.  Carl Camp and Mr. and 
Mrs. Bob Roberson, all of 
Cullman.

M.E. Speegle Dies
Milton E. Speegle, age 76, 
died at his Route Three, 
Cullman residence and fu-
neral services were held at 
Bowman Chapel on January 
1st.
	 Surviving are one son, 
Carl Speegle, one daughter, 
Mrs. Thelma Adamson and 
four grandchildren.

AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 
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Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Keith and Hoagy Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale - Thursday 8:30 a.m. 

	 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved Differin Gel 
0.1% (adapalene), a once-daily topical gel for the over-the-counter 
(OTC) treatment of acne. Differin Gel 0.1% is approved for use in 
people 12 years of age and older. Differin Gel 0.1% is the first in 
a class of drugs known as retinoids to be made available OTC for 
the treatment of acne and contains the first new active ingredient 
for acne treatment for OTC use since the 1980s. Differin Gel 0.1% 
was originally approved in 1996 as a prescription product for the 
treatment of acne vulgaris in patients 12 years of age and older. 
Acne is a common skin disease that affects approximately 50 million 
people in the United States. Acne pimples form when hair follicles 
of the skin clog. Generally, pimples form on the face, neck, back, 
chest and shoulders. Anyone can get acne, but it is most common in 
teenagers and young adults. Acne can cause scarring and have adverse 
psychological effects (for example, poor self-image, depression and 
anxiety). Women who are pregnant, planning to become pregnant or 

breast-feeding should ask a doctor before use.
***

	 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved Xiidra 
(lifitegrast ophthalmic solution) for the treatment of signs and 
symptoms of dry eye disease. Dry eye disease includes a group of 
conditions in which the eye does not produce an adequate volume of 
tears or when the tears are not of the correct consistency. The chance 
of experiencing dry eye increases with age, affecting approximately 
five percent of the adult population age 30-40 and 10 to 15 percent of 
adults over age 65 and is more common among women. When severe 
and left untreated, this condition can lead to pain, ulcers or scars on 
the part of eye called the cornea. Dry eye can make it more difficult 
to perform some activities, such as using a computer or reading for 
an extended period of time and it can decrease tolerance for dry 

environments, such as the air inside an airplane.
***

Presented as a service to the community by
Hospital Discount Pharmacy.

The
Culman Tribune 

Subscribe to 
The Cullman 
Tribune today 
and have it 
delivered to 
your door!

Annual Subscriptions

In County - $40
•	 Senior Citizens - $37
Out of County - $50
•	 Senior Citizens - $46

Send checks to
219 2nd Ave. SE

Cullman, AL 35055
256-739-1351

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

3330 Al Hwy 157 • Cullman, AL 35055 • BaschBros.com • 256-734-3225
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HANCEVILLE – Cullman 
County Schools and Wallace 
State Community College 
have had a partnership 
for more than a quarter 
of a century. In January 
1993, the Hanceville-
based college reached 
an agreement with the 
schools, allowing the county 
high school basketball 
tournament to be played at 
its beautiful new facility, 
Tom Drake Coliseum.
	 The athletic arena was 
just four months old when 
the county schools took 
their ever-popular county 
tournament to a neutral 
site, ending a long run of 
rotating it from one school 
to another each year.
	 The tournament has 
experienced 25 years of 

wonderful moments, with 
the latest were added from 
Saturday's championship 
play in five different 
divisions.
	 The finale saw the Holly 
Pond Broncos, a team that 
has completely dominated 
the county this season, 
execute their game plan 
once more and prevail over 
Cold Springs, 86-59.
	 Currently second in the 
Class 3A state rankings, 
the Broncos have gone 13-0 
against county opposition, 
defeating the Eagles three 
times, once at home, once 
at Cold Springs and now at a 
neutral venue.
	 Many fans have high 
expectations that the 
Broncos will return to the 
Coliseum the week of Feb. 
16-22 and participate in the 
AHSAA Northwest Regional.
	 The county tournament 

crown for Mitch Morris's 
Broncos can be compared 
to a power like Kentucky 
winning the SEC title, then 
going through the NCAA 
Tournament and on to the 
national championship.
	 Step two for the Broncos 
will be the following 
week with the 3A, Area 11 
Tournament at Holly Pond, 
then the sub-regional, 
the regional and the Final 
Four at Legacy Arena in 
Birmingham.
	 Celebration lasted 
throughout the weekend 
for the Fairview girls’ 
basketball program. The 
varsity and junior varsity 
excelled on the same day 
with the Lady Aggies being 
crowned Cullman County 
varsity champions for the 
first time since 1982.
	 Fairview downed 
defending champion Cold 

Springs 51-37 in a game the 
Lady Aggies got control 
of in the fourth quarter, 
outscoring the Lady Eagles 
21-12 with balanced scoring 
from five players and a 
defense that slowed up the 
potent Cold Springs attack 
as the contest reached 
crunch time.
	 Earlier in the day, the 
Fairview JV girls defeated 
West Point 39-29. Combine 
the two records, with Mary 
Hartline coaching both, the 
Lady Aggies have won 40 of 
47 games. The varsity is now 
22-6, a school record for 
wins in a single season, with 
the JV completing the year 
at 18-1.
	 Hartline became the 
second varsity girls’ player to 
win the county tournament 
as a participant, and later, 
a coach. She was on Good 
Hope's championship team 

in 2004 and the winner of 
the Bill Shelton Award that 
season.
	 The first to do this 
was Regina Jones at West 
Point when she played for 
the Lady Warriors in 1989 
and five years later, was in 
charge of the team on the 
sidelines. Jones was the first 
winner of the Shelton Award 
when it was created in '89.
	 Holly Pond's varsity is 
almost perfect; the West 
Point freshmen displayed 
perfection. Led by coach 
Jimmy Harbison, the 
freshmen scored a 46-35 
championship win against 
Fairview to complete a 
perfect season at 21-0.
	 This can indicate the 
potential of great basketball 
for the Warriors in the 
future when these freshmen 
reach the varsity level.
	 Another team that will 

not forget Saturday is Good 
Hope's junior varsity.
	 It can go back to the 
day of the draw when the 
Raiders, West Point and 
Holly Pond each had a 5-1 
record of beating up on each 
other.
	 The process to seed was 
determined by a coin toss, 
with Good Hope prevailing, 
taking the No. 1 seed and 
having one less game to get 
to the championship.
	 Good Hope fought off 
West Point 37-28 in its first 
year of Justin Aby leading 
the Raiders, with assistance 
on the sideline by new 
varsity coach Drew Adams.
	 The Raiders say goodbye 
to the season at 15-2, 
defeating a program that 
has been one of the best in 
junior varsity for a long time 
under the direction of Scott 
Brown.

2017 Cullman County Basketball Tournament
Memorable moments from this year’s county tournament
Johnny Thornton
johnny@cullmansense.com

Go Teams In Cullman County Basketball  
2017 County Tournament! 

 
Culpepper Auto Sales, Inc. 

 
                     “Low Profit Dealer”  

Used Cars and Trucks 
 

107 9th St. SW, Cullman, AL 35055 
 

256-734-9400    www.culpepperonline.com 
 

Freedom Insurance Agency 
 

Gloria Williams – Agent 
 

   Office: (256) 737-0011     Fax: (256) 737-0616      Home: (256) 734-0463 
 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 
 

gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Best Wishes To All The Cullman 
County Basketball Teams! 
2017 COUNTY TOURNAMENT 

 
 

209 2nd Ave. NW, Cullman, AL 35055 
 256-734-5212   www.MCGRIFFTIRE.com 

 
GO BASKETBALL TEAMS! 
2017 Cullman County Tournament! 

Saluting All The Area 

Basketball Teams!  
2017 CULLMAN COUNTY TOURNAMENT 

                           Sheriff Matt Gentry  

 
“Remember to NEVER Drink and Drive” 

You Can Report Crime Anonymously As A Secret Witness To 256-734-0210 

We Salute All The Cullman  
County Junior Varsity 

Basketball Teams! 

 
2017 COUNTY TOURNAMENT! 

 Pepsi Cola 
             Distributing Company 

205 Olive St. SW,  Cullman, AL    256-734-9454 

We Salute All The Cullman  
County Varsity  

Basketball Teams! 

 
2017 COUNTY TOURNAMENT! 

 Pepsi Cola 
             Distributing Company 

205 Olive St. SW,  Cullman, AL    256-734-9454 

We Salute All The Cullman 
 Area Basketball Teams! 

 
2017 COUNTY TOURNAMENT 

 

 
256-737-3200 

www.cullmanec.com 
Office Hours:  Mon. – Fri. - 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.      

   1749 Eva Road NE, Cullman 

We Salute All The Cullman County 
Basketball Teams In The 2017 

 County Tournament! 

 
GO TEAMS! 

Culpepper Real Estate 
 

601 7th Ave. S.W., Cullman, AL 35055 
 

256-739-1389     www.culpepperrealestate.com 
 

 Neal Culpepper   Tyson Campbell          Clay Culpepper 
 Tammy Roden      Becky Flack                 Mike Sims 

JV Girls All Tournament Team JV Girls Runner Up, West Point
ALL TOURNAMENT PHOTOS COURTESY BILL PIPER
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WE SALUTE ALL THE AREA 
BASKETBALL TEAMS! 

2017 County Tournament 

 
 

Moss Service Funeral Home 
Management and Staff 

256-734-1821     1901 2nd Ave., NW, Cullman 
 

“Come By or Call To Receive A Free 
Personal Planning Guide” 

Hanceville Funeral Home 
(256) 352-3130 100 Michelle Street, Hanceville, AL 

 

Saluting All The Area Basketball 
Teams In The Cullman County 

 2017 Tournament! 

 
GO TEAMS 

9th Grade Boys Runner Up, Fairview

Varsity Girls Winner, Fairview

Jada Golden presented the 
Charlotte Cummings Award by 
Steve and Robin Cumming

Drew Jones presented with the 
Joe Shults Award  from CCBOE 
Superintendent Shane Barnett

Saluting The Holly 
 Pond Broncos! 

 
2017 County Basketball Tournament! 

 

Elrod Contracting 
256-352-2291     256-708-0477 

 

2711 County Road 781, Cullman, Alabama 35055 
 

Tony Elrod – Licensed, Bonded, Insured, State Certified 
 

SALUTING ALL THE CULLMAN 
COUNTY BASKETBALL TEAMS! 

 
2017 County Tournament! 

 

 
Complete Line of Building Materials and Supplies 

Toni Marsh – Business Development 
The Sumrall Agency 

                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                             

Allstate  1406 2nd Ave. NW,  Cullman, AL 35055 
Office 256-217-5447   Cell 256-345-7672    Fax 256-217-4351 
tonimarsh@allstate.com          Auto, Home, Business, Life 

 
Good Luck To All The Cullman County 

Basketball Teams In The 2017 Tournament! 

Whitlock’s General  
Store & Café 

6446 County Road 222, Cullman, Alabama 35057 
 

Building & Farm Supplies, Plumbing & Electrical 
Supplies, Tools, Clothes, Movie Rentals, Gifts 

 

Bruce Whitlock, Master Plumber     Beatrice Whitlock, Notary Public 
 

Business: (256) 734-8230               Café: (256) 734-8395 
Home: (256) 739-2510                    Fax: (256) 734-7682 

 
 

 
 

GO GOOD HOPE RAIDERS 
BASKETBALL! 

2017 County Tournament! 

Holly Pond

JV Girls All Tournament Winner, Fairview

Varsity Boys Winner, Holly Pond

JV Boys All Tournament Winner, Good Hope

 

2017 County Tournament 
WE SALUTE ALL THE CULLMAN  

BASKETBALL TEAMS! 

 
 

Compliments of: 
 

CITY OF  

CULLMAN 
Mayor & Council 

www.CullmanAL.gov 

256-775-7102   
cityhall@cullmanal.gov 

 

Cullman City Hall, 204 2nd Avenue NE 
Cullman, AL 35055 



Pepsi Cola 
Distributing Company 

205	Olive	St.	SW,		Cullman,	AL			256-734-9454 

The Mortgage Center
"Home Mortgages Are Our Only Business"

• Purchases ~ Up to 100%
• Conventional, FHA, VA and USDA
• Refinances
• Consolidations/Home Improvements
• Reverse Mortgages
• LOCAL Lender

www.themortgagecenterinc.comApply Online

Call us Today!
(256) 734-6193

NMLS#181775

WE SALUTE AND WISH ALL THE CULLMAN COUNTY 
BASKETBALL TEAMS AN OUTSTANDING SEASON! 

2017 COUNTY TOURNAMENT! 
 

 
 

Bill Smith Buick GMC, 1940 2nd Avenue NW, Cullman, AL 
256-734-4472      www.billsmithbuickgmc.com 

 

Hanceville Nursing 
& Rehab Center 

 

420 Main Street, Hanceville, AL 35077 
 

(256) 352-6481     www.hnrcenter.com 
 

We Salute All The Area  

 
 

Basketball Teams! 
 

2017 COUNTY TOURNAMENT! 

 
 

Best Of Luck To All The 
 2017 Basketball Teams! 

 
 
 

 
 

The Electric Department of the Utilities Board of the City of Cullman 
106 2nd Ave. NE, Cullman, AL 35055 

Phone: (256) 734-2343       Fax: (256) 734-0540 

Varsity Boys All County Team

Varsity Boys All Tournament Team

Emme Willoughby 
was presented the 
Bill Shelton Award by 
CCBOE Superintendent 
Shane Barnett

Varsity Girls Runner Up, Cold Springs



Come by to visit with any of the friendly sales representatives at 5355 AL HWY 157 
or simply logon to BillyRayTaylorAutoSales.com to find your perfect ride today!

84 
Months 

Financing 
at 1.9% 

APR

Less than 18,000 MILES 
for JUST $21,000

ST
K#

AY
16

99

W over 400 Trucks in stock A 100 Cars and SUVS

Billy Ray Taylor

2015 GMC Sierra
1500 Base Long Box 2WD

Auto Sales 
Has what you need!

256.352.8000 • 1.866.350.9722 • www.wallacestate.edu

Congratulations 
Brooke Edwards

�
Wallace State

Homecoming Queen 2017
 

Members of the 2017 Wallace State  
Homecoming Court, from left: Alaysia  

Nicholson of Brewton, Snezhana Tuttle of 
Falkville, Brooke Edwards of Cullman, Brooke 

Sinyard of Cullman, Anna Grace Gatlin of 
Alabaster

Member 
FDIC 
NMLS#414640 www.evabank.com 

Encouraging 
    The next generation to succeed. 

   Manufactured Homes 
    Construction 
    Commercial 
    Conventional       

FHA      
VA 

Call us today. 
We are here to help 

Good Luck on 
your season! 

SALUTING ALL THE AREA 
BASKETBALL TEAMS! 

 
2017 CULLMAN COUNTY TOURNAMENT! 

 

 
 

Customer Service 
256-734-1911 or 1-800-321-6572  

 

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. – Monday -Thursday 

Varsity Girls All County Team Varsity Girls All Tournament Team
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Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby give to all owners, secured parties and lienholders of 
the following described motor vehicles, which I have a right to sell at 
public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance with the State of 
Alabama abandoned vehicle law, Statues, Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 
32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-80. 
   2001 Volkswagon Jetta, Vin. #3VWRB69M31M170942. 
   These vehicles will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at Smith’s 
Body Shop and Wrecker Service, LLC, 11597 US Highway 278 East, 
Holly Pond, Alabama, 35083, on March 13, 2017, at 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

CULLMAN COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF * IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
HUMAN RESOURCES * 
 * 
PLAINTIFF, * CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA 
 * 
V. * 
 * CASE NO. CV 2014-900436 
BARBARA BAILEY, * 
 * 
 an incapacitated person * 
 
 
 NOTICE OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTING 
 
 This day comes Steven C. Smith, Conservator of the estate of said ward, and files his account, vouchers, evidence, and 

statement for partial settlement of his administration. 

 By Order of Circuit Judge Gregory A. Nicholas, the 7th day of March, 2017, at 9:00 a. m. is appointed as a day and time on 

which to make such accounting at which time all persons interested can appear and contest the said accounting if they think proper. 

 
      STEVEN C. SMITH 
      Conservator for Barbara Bailey 
 
To:  The Cullman Tribune: 
 
 Please publish the above notice three successive weeks. 
 
 
 
Steven C. Smith 
SMITH & SMITH, LLP 
P. O. Box 398 
CUllman, Alabama 35056-0398 
Phone: (256) 734-4721 
Fax: (256) 734-4774 
e-mail: steve@smithandsmithllp.com 
 
 

,--� HUI c:,r, 't� rl.:i C�! - IJJJIJ-.J.r .::.u1r �.::.."Tv I ll 
Tamm� Brown, Judse of Probate, Cullman Count�, AL 

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA 

IN THE MA TIER OF THE 

FOR THE ADOPTION OF 

VIOLET SADDIE LEE 
A Minor child 

• 

CASE NO: AD 2016-069 

AMENDED NOTICE OF PETITION FOR ADOPTION 

TO: COLLEEN CHRISTINE REYNOLDS, Natural mother address unknown 

You must answer The Petition for Adoption filed be Haynes and Chelsia Riddle» 
which was filed in the Probate Court of Cullman, Alabama on the 13th day of Octo�er, 
2016,and that should you contest this adoption, you �ust file a written response within 
thirty (30) days of the date of the last publication herein with counsel for said petitioner 
and with the clerk of the said probate court of Cullman County, Alabama, 500 2nd

Avenue SW, Cullman, Alabama 35055. 

DONE TIIlS �DAY OF :s(i VI u_a r.y , 2017 

Attorney for Petitioners: 
Gregory Johnson 
427 Second Avenue SW 
Cullman, Alabama 35055 
Phone (256)739-0006 

To the Publisher of The Cullman Tribune 

Please publish the above notice once a week for four (4) successive weeks and send an 
Affidavit of Publication to the Judge of Probate. 

ROWN, JUDGE OF PROBATE 
LLMAN COUNTY ALABAMA 

. ...... .. •' :. ..... ....

COMMUNITY MATTERS

 
NOTICE 

 
     OFFICIAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER 
APPLICATION TO VACATE A PORTION OF AN UNNAMED AND 
UNIMPROVED COUNTY ROAD. 

 
WHEREAS, property owner Mallard Pointe Development, LLC, 

desires to vacate a portion of a county road within the County limits of 
Cullman, pursuant to Ala. Code § 23-4-20 (1975); 
  

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ala. Code § 23-4-2 (1975), the Cullman 
County Commission is required to hold a public hearing, prior to taking final 
action;  
 

WHEREAS, notice of which is required by statute, shall occur 
once a week for four (4) consecutive weeks;   

 
WHEREAS, a public hearing will take place on Tuesday, February 

28, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. at the Cullman County Commission Meeting Room; 
First Floor; Cullman County Courthouse; 500 2nd Avenue, S.W. Cullman, 
Alabama 35055; 

 
WHEREAS, applicant, Mallard Pointe Development, LLC, is 

requesting vacation of a portion of an unnamed and unimproved County Road 
described as follows, to-wit:  

A strip of land being in a part of the NE Quarter of the SW 
Quarter, in Section 4, Township 12 South, Range 4 West, 
Cullman County, Alabama, as shown on the recorded map 
of Simpson Creek Circle View Subdivision, 2nd Addition, 
recorded in the Probate Office of Cullman County, Alabama 
at Map Book 7, Page 83, lying west of Lots 7 & 8 and 
bounded on the north and south by Cullman County Road 
#225, being more particularly described as 
follows:  COMMENCE at the northeast corner of Lot 11 of 
said Simpson Creek Circle View Subdivision, 2nd Addition, 
said point being an open pipe(2”), and run N 89°09'03" W, 
along the north line of said Lot 11, a distance of 306.54', to a 
square tube(1”), the northwest corner of said Lot 11 and a 
point on the southeasterly right-of-way of Cullman County 
Road #225; thence S 19°51'57" W, along said southeasterly 
right-of-way, a distance of 47.45', to a square tube(1”); 
thence S 15°46'17" W, along said southeasterly right-of- 
way, a distance of 227.53', to a capped rebar(Smith); thence 
S 80°09'32" W, along said southeasterly right-of-way, a 
distance of 11.05', to the POINT OF BEGINNING of said 
right-of-way to be described and a point of curve; thence 
with a curve turning to the left, with an arc length of 98.32', 
leaving said southeasterly right-of-way of County Road 
#225, with a radius of 153.19', with a chord bearing of S 
12°33'59" E, with a chord length of 96.65'; thence S 
30°57'13" E, a distance of 81.09', to a point of curve; thence 
with a curve turning to the right, with an arc length of 93.60', 
with a radius of 182.20', with a chord bearing of S 12°09'46" 
E, with a chord length of 92.57'; thence S 02°33'13" W, a 
distance of 28.46', to an open pipe(2”), the northwestern 
most corner of said Lot 7 and a point on the northeasterly 
right-of-way of said County Road #225; thence N 39°29'41" 
W, along said northeasterly right-of-way, a distance of 
62.64', to a capped rebar(Smith); thence S 84°12'47" W, 
along the northwesterly right-of-way of said County Road 
#225, a distance of 10.14'; thence N 05°38'00" W, leaving 
said right-of-way of said County Road #225, a distance of 
16.94', to a point of curve; thence with a curve turning to the 
left, with an arc length of 35.59', with a radius of 68.72', 
with a chord bearing of N 20°28'21" W, with a chord length 
of 35.20'; thence N 30°27'34" W, a distance of 92.59', to a 
point of curve; thence with a curve turning to the right, with  
an arc length of 99.94', with a radius of 249.14', with a chord 
bearing of N 12°18'09" W, with a chord length of 99.27', to 
a point on the southeasterly right-of-way of said County 
Road #225; thence N 80°09'32" E, along said southeasterly 
right-of-way, a distance of 51.78', to the point of beginning. 
  
SAID PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINS 0.31 ACRE OR 
13394 SQ. FT. MORE OR LESS. 

 
WHEREAS, an action is requested for an adoption and approval of 

a Resolution vacating a portion of an unnamed and unimproved County 
Road. 

 
WHEREAS, said notice is posted in accordance with Title 23-4-2, 

et.seq. Code of  Alabama, 1975. All persons who desire shall have an 
opportunity of being heard in opposition to or in favor of such resolution. 
This public notice is posted a minimum of Thirty (30) days prior to the date of 
the public hearing at: Cullman County Courthouse Entrance Bulletin Board.  

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the provision of the 

Resolution vacating a portion of an unnamed and unimproved County Road, 
will be considered by the Cullman County Commission at a Public Hearing 
to be held on Tuesday, February 28, 2017, at the Cullman County 
Commission Meeting Room at 10:00 a.m. at which time and place all 
persons who desire shall have an opportunity of being heard in opposition to 
or in favor of such Resolution or any provision thereof.  

 
  Dated this the 11th day of January, 2017. 
 
  
 
  BY: /s/ J. Chad Floyd_______________ 

               J. Chad Floyd 
                          Attorney for Cullman County 
       500 Second Avenue, S.W., Room 110 
                          Cullman, Alabama 35055 
                          Telephone: (256) 775-4893                  
 
 
To The Cullman Tribune: 
 
Please publish for once a week for four (4) consecutive weeks: January 
19, January 26, February 2, and February 9, 2017.  
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DOCUMENT 19

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage 
executed on October 10, 2008 by Chris Yeager, a married man, to 
EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 1578, Page 977 
in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and default 
continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, 
the following described property will be sold at public outcry, for cash, to 
the highest bidder, in front of the Courthouse door of said County, in 
Cullman, Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on February 9, 2017: 
 
Part of the South ½ of the Northwest ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 20, 
Township 9 South, Range 1 West, more particularly described as follows: 
Commence at an iron and cap in the road at the Northwest corner of 
Section 20, Township 9 South, Range 1 West, Cullman County, 
Alabama; thence run along the section line South 00 degrees 27 minutes 
20 seconds West (Alabama West Zone Grid Bearing) for a distance of 
659.71 feet to an iron and cap in the center of County Road 1583; thence 
continue South 00 degrees 27 minutes 20 seconds West for a distance of 
295.18 feet to an iron and cap in the center of County Road 1583 for the 
Point of Beginning; thence North 89 degrees 46 minutes 20 seconds East 
for a distance of 295.06 feet to an iron and cap found; thence North 00 
degrees 29 minutes 40 seconds East for a distance of 295.18 feet to an 
iron and cap found; thence North 89 degrees 51 minutes 30 seconds East 
for a distance of 316.22 feet to an iron and cap found; 
thence North 89 degrees 49 minutes 10 seconds East for a distance of 
710.62 feet to an iron rebar found; thence South 00 degrees 43 minutes 
00 seconds West for a distance of 576.07 feet to an iron and cap found on 
the North right-of-way of Alabama Highway 69; thence along said right 
of way North 89 degrees 45 minutes 50 seconds West for a distance of 
1319.43 feet to a point on said County Road 1583, thence North 00 
degrees 27 minutes 30 seconds East for a distance of 271.20 feet to the 
Point of Beginning. 
Subject to prescriptive right of way for County Road 1583. 
Source of Title/Description: Deed Book 579, Page 959. 

 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt 

and cost of foreclosure. 
 

 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-January 19, 26, February 2, 2017 

CLASSIFIEDS
AUCTIONS

CONSIGNMENT AUC-
TION. Saturday, Febru-
ary 4th, 9:00am. Lots of 
vehicles. Online bidding 
for select items. Fowler 
Auction in Toney, AL. 
Mickey Fowler ALSL466, 
1-866-293-0157 or www.
fowlerauction.com.

SEALED BID Timber-
land Auction - 9 Timber, 
hunting and recreation 
tracts - totaling 893+/- 
acres, range from 28+/- 
to 202+/- acres, located 
in Grundy, Warren and 
Bedford Counties Tennes-
see and Marshall County 
Alabama. Investment op-
portunity. Selling land 
and merchantable tim-
ber! Quality timberland at 
bargain minimums. Mini-
mum bids start as low as 
$375.00/acre. Sealed bids 
due on or before Thurs-
day, March 2, 2017 - 3PM 
Eastern Time. Contact 
Charlie Wade or Boyd 
Temple, Woltz & Asso-
ciates, Inc., Real Estate 
Brokers & Auctioneers, 
1-800-551-3588 or visit 
woltz.com. Jim Woltz Tn 
#2752, Al #1983.

SERVICES
A PLACE for Mom. The 
nation's largest senior 
living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our service 
is free/no obligation. Call 
1-800-824-2520.

DONATE YOUR car to 
charity. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off 
for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 1-844-810-
1257.

NFL SUNDAY Ticket free 
w/choice package - in-
cludes 200 channels. $60/
mo for 12 months. No up-
front costs or equipment 
to buy. Ask about next day 
installation! 1-800-988-
5676.

WANT YOUR ad to be 
seen in 123 newspapers 
statewide? Place your ad 
in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (a participat-
ing ALA-SCAN member) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide!

HELP WANTED-
DRIVERS

ATTN: DRIVER trainees 
needed now! Earn $800-
$1000 week + benefits. 
No CDL, no problem! 
We'll train you. Call today 
1-800-878-2546.

DRIVER TRAINEES 
needed! Learn to drive 
for Stevens Transport! No 
experience needed! New 
drivers can earn $900+ 
per week! Paid CDL train-
ing! Stevens covers all 
costs! 1-888-528-8864. 
drive4stevens.com.

NEW CAREERS - CDL 

& welding training. Jobs 
available if qualified. Call 
today - start tomorrow! 
WIA, VA, Post-9/11 G.I. 
Bill & Rehab. ESD School, 
LLC. 1-866-432-0430.

UNDER NEW manage-
ment! $1,000 sign-on 
bonus! Holiday/vaca-
tion pay! Quality home 
time! BC/BS insurance. 
Birmingham to all over 
southeast. Call 1-800-
580-2205 X 1 for more in-
formation.

MANUFACTURED 
HOMES

USED MOBILE Homes 
without land. All sizes. 
$20K cash or less. Call 
1-205-289-8899.

FOR SALE
ACORN STAIRLIFTS. 
The affordable solution 
to your stairs! Limited 
time -$250 off your Stair-
lift purchase! Buy direct 
& save. Please call 1-800-
471-4651 for free DVD and 
brochure.

DIGITAL HEARING aids 
- Now offering a 45-day 
risk free offer! Free bat-
teries for life! Call to start 
your free trial! 1-866-960-
5928.

SAFE STEP Walk-In Tub. 
Alert for seniors. Bath-
room falls can be fatal. 
Approved by Arthritis 
Foundation. Therapeutic 
jets. Less than 4 inch step-
in. Wide door. Anti-slip 
floors. American made. 
Installation included. Call 
1-800-616-4009 for $750 
off.

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4397.00. Make & save 
money with your own 
bandmill - cut lumber any 
dimension. In stock ready 
to ship! Free info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.
com. 1-800-578-1363 ext. 
300N.

MEDICAL
OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 
Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The 
all-new Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! Free info kit: 
1-844-264-9500.

GOT KNEE pain? Back 
pain? Shoulder pain? Get 
a pain-relieving brace at 
little or no cost to you. 
Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 1- 
800-672-9326.

 

 
 Now Hiring Drivers  

For Scheduled 
 Dedicated Runs 

Rotate 5 days on, 2 days 
off/5 days on 3 days off 

schedule. Top pay, 
benefits, auto detention 
pay, CDL-A, 6 months 

OTR experience 
required. EEOE/AAP, 

limited positions. 
Apply Today! 
855-790-0026 

www.drive4marten.com 

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage 
executed on February 16, 2011 by Jason A. Wallace, and wife, Kristina 
L. Wallace, to EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 
1646, Page 954 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and 
default continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the following described property will be sold at public outcry, 
for cash, to the highest bidder, in front of the Courthouse door of said 
County, in Cullman, Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on February 
9, 2017: 
 
See Exhibit A attached hereto for legal description. 

 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt 

and cost of foreclosure. 
 

 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-January 19, 26, February 2, 2017 
 

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage 
executed on January 6, 2004 by Michael Wayne Yeager, a married man, 
to EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book 1364, Page 431 in 
the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and default 
continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, 
the following described property will be sold at public outcry, for cash, to 
the highest bidder, in front of the Courthouse door of said County, in 
Cullman, Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on February 9, 2017: 
 
Commencing at the Southeast corner of the West half of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 15, Township 9 South, 
Range 1 West, Cullman County. Alabama; thence along the twenty line 
North a distance of 528 feet to the point of beginning. thence North 792 
feet to a point; thence West 330 feet to a point; thence South 792 feet to a 
point; thence East 330 feet to the point of beginning, containing 6.0 acres 
more or less, lying and being in Cullman County. Alabama. 
 
LESS AND EXCEPT: An easement for ingress and egress purposes 
being approximately twenty (20) feet evenly off the East margin of the 
aforementioned property. 
 
 

Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt 
and cost of foreclosure. 

 
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-January 19, 26, February 2, 2017 
 

Legal Notice 
   Pursuant to Alabama Code 32-13-1 Earl's Body Shop will offer for sale 
at public auction the following vehicles on March 9th, 2017 at 7:00 a.m. 
   2001 Mazda B2300, Vin. #4FAYR12D81TM25004 
   2001 Chevrolet Cavalier, Vin. #1G1JC124217167012 
   1997 Chevrolet Cavalier, Vin. #1G1JC1244V7184321 
   2004 Ford Taurus, Vin. #1FAFP53U94A141088 
   2007 Nissan Altima, Vin. #1N4AL21E27C164382 
   2001 Mitsubishi Eclipse, Vin. #4A3AE45G01E214670 
   2000 Ford Explorer, Vin. #1FMZU62X8YUB80630 
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CULLMAN – Leldon Maxcy 
saw his first scroll saw at 
Big Lots. He was there with 
his grandpa, and thinks he 
was about 11 or 12 years old 
at the time. He looked at it 
for a while, then shelled out 
his savings, $40, for the saw. 
That’s what started it all…
	 In the ninth grade, Maxcy 
took a shop class, which was 
sort of pointless by that 
time because he had already 
taught himself the art of 
working with a delicate hand 
on many projects. He used a 
lot of scraps to practice on, 
and many a sheet of cheap 

plywood bit the dust under 
his ever more skillful hands. 
	 By 1997, Maxcy had 
grown into a skilled 
craftsman. In time, he grew 
so proficient with the saw 
that he graduated from 
making cutouts of simple 
wildlife, to making intricate 
designs on Christmas 
ornaments. 
	 In 2000, he entered 
his first craft show. Before 
that, he did woodwork as 
a hobby in his basement 
in Vinemont, but after 14 
years of working at a local 
movie theater, he took the 
plunge and went out on his 
own, doing what he loved, 
woodworking, full-time. 

	 Maxcy says that about 
99 percent of his work 
consists of custom orders, 
and the other one percent 
is made up of cutting 
boards or chopping boards. 
His specialties include 
Christmas ornaments, wall 
art and miscellaneous items. 
	 One of the largest 
miscellaneous items 
Maxcy has made is a huge, 
many segmented, 12-foot-
tall image of the state of 
Alabama with each county 
painstakingly cut out twice, 
once on the front facing 
wooden piece, and again 
on a piece of matching 
reinforcing plywood. Then 
the whole thing is glued 

together to make what is one 
of the most striking images 
of our state that you’ll ever 
see.
	 That prototype, the 
12-foot-tall replica of 
the state, was made for a 
Southern Makers stage prop. 
“It’s made from various 
types of reclaimed wood 
from Southern Accents,” he 
explained. “Some pieces are 
in their natural state, others 
had been painted and were 
chipping, giving it a rustic 
look; if there was paint on it, 
I left it like it was, if it hadn’t 
been painted, I coated with 
a clear coat that allowed the 
wood grain show through.” 
	 The use of various types 

of reclaimed painted wood, 
plus the ones showing the 
grain of the wood, give 
the pieces a quilt-like 
appearance, which is very 
interesting. The details are 
very tedious and Maxcy does 
a fabulous job of making 
each one fit together like a 
jigsaw puzzle. 
	 Maxcy laughingly refers 
to that first one as “Big 
Bama” and to the replicas 
which are about 6-and-a-
half and 4-and-a-half-feet 
tall, as Baby Bamas. You can 
view and purchase Maxcy’s 
work at Southern Accents in 
Cullman. 
	 Currently, he is hard at 
work on various designs 

that will fill his booth at the 
upcoming Bloomin’ Festival. 
“The majority of the items 
I’ll have there will be in the 
neighborhood of $50 or less, 
with a few more expensive, 
more detailed items,” he 
said. 
	 People often ask him 
if he uses a laser or a CNC 
machine to do such intricate 
work. Nope.
	 “I’m the computer,” he 
laughed. 
	 “This is what I’ve always 
wanted to do,” he said. “I’ve 
taken the road less traveled, 
and it also gives me more 
time with my family.” 
	 Find out more at www.
leldonsscrollsawing.com.

Maxcy (from Front)
Loretta Gillespie
Tribune Correspondent

attend, but it's not just for 
them.  Anyone in Cullman 
County who is interested 
in seeing what the CCBOE 
is doing there is invited to 
drop by.  Refreshments will 
be served, and staff will be 
on hand to talk with visitors 
about the array of programs 
and opportunities CATA 
offers.
	 CATA Principal Billy 
Troutman said, "We hope 
to have a big turnout, and 
the whole purpose is just to 
highlight the programs that 
we have here on campus."
	 He shared in some detail 
the kinds of things he hopes 
to show students, parents 
and the community about 
CATA, focusing on three 
points: career and technical 
programs, the Fast Track 
to Industry program and 
virtual school.

Career and technical 
programs
CATA offers 18 career/
technical programs, 
including:
•	 Agriscience
•	 Automotive Service
•	 Building Construction
•	 Business/Marketing
•	 Collision Repair
•	 Cosmetology
•	 Culinary Arts
•	 Drafting
•	 Electrical Technology
•	 Engineering
•	 Family and Consumer 
Science
•	 Health Science
•	 Horticulture/Landscape 
Design
•	 HVAC Repair
•	 JROTC
•	 Mechatronics (including 
robotics)
•	 Precision Machining
•	 Welding

"The great thing about it," 
Troutman explained, "is 
that the potential is there 
for employment.  All of 
our students are going to 

have the opportunity to 
earn a credential.  I'm not 
talking about good grades 
on a report card; if you're in 
the HVAC program, you're 
going to leave here with a 
refrigerant license.  The 
welding kids have a chance 
to leave here with AWS 
certification.  The culinary 
arts kids can leave here with 
ServeSafe certification.  
The health science kids 
can actually leave here 
with a CNA license, and so 
on.  They're leaving here 
with industry-recognized 
credentials."
	 Most CATA programs 
have counterparts at Wallace 
State.
	 If a student chooses 
to apply his or her CATA 
credentials toward advanced 
studies, the college will give 
them credit for the courses 
they have already taken; 
meaning that they will start 
college with credit hours 
already on their records, 
allowing them to skip certain 
classes and graduate sooner.

Fast Track to Industry
"We'll talk about not only our 
career/tech programs," said 
Troutman, "but also the Fast 
Track to Industry program 
that's going on down at 
Wallace.  There are some 
great opportunities for kids 
to finish up their career/tech 
programs in high school, but 
also the opportunity to get 
that associate degree, if they 
choose to do so.  In the Fast 
Track to Industry, students 
also have the opportunity 
to apprentice out with 
some of the industry.  
We have apprentices at 
REHAU, Topre and some of 
the big corporations, and 
students are actually getting 
paid to go to work.  The 
apprenticeships are kind of 
neat, because there will be a 
job offer upon completion of 
school."

	 For more on the Fast 
Track program and the 
working relationship 
between CCBOE and 
Wallace State, see our article 
at http://cullmansense.
c o m /a r t i c l e s /2 01 6/ 1 1/ 1 7/
c u l l m a n - c o u n t y -
schoolswallace-state-dual-
e n r o l l m e n t - p r o g r a m -
showcased-national.

Virtual school
Troutman also spoke about 
a relatively new program 
offered through CCBOE: the 
virtual school.  The program 
is state-mandated, and will 
allow certain students to 
do most of their day-to-day 
classes from home.
	 "We do have a virtual 
school offering in place 
here.  It is certainly non-
traditional as school goes, 
about as non-traditional as 
it gets.  School is different 
for everybody, and some 
folks would rather not come 
to school.  Virtual school 
allows them to take their 
academic classes, even 
electives, through ACCESS 
("Alabama Connecting 
Classrooms, Educators and 
Students Statewide," an 
online educational program 
of the Alabama State Board 
of Education).  It doesn't 
cost the kids anything.  They 
log onto the curriculum, they 

do the work, they progress 
through the activities; and 
the only time they have to 
come to a campus is if they 
take a test."
	 Virtual school and 
ACCESS are not for lazy 
students who don't want 
to get up and come to 
school. Those who wish to 
participate must undergo 
an application and review 
procedure that will look 
at their GPA, as well as 
disciplinary and attendance 
history in the system.
	 "It's not about 
intelligence," Troutman 
explained, "it's about self-
motivation, being self-
directed, and work ethic.  
If a student does not have 
those things, they will not 
be successful.  If you're in 
school six hours a day, you're 
going to be in front of the 
computer six hours a day."

The final word on CATA
Troutman is proud of his 
school, and excited about 
what CATA has to offer.  
	 In concluding the 
interview, he stated, "I 
think the biggest thing we 
offer right here is tools for 
life, and I really mean that.  
No matter what happens, 
everybody goes to work.  
Some people are going to 
quit school and enter the 

workforce.
	 "Some are going to enter 
the workforce with a high 
school diploma.  Some are 
going to get college degrees, 
master's degrees.  Some 
are going to be nuclear 
physicists with education 
that's unfathomable. But 
sooner or later, they're going 
to go to work.  If you come 
here, we're giving you tools.  
No matter where you want 
to take it, this is a great place 
to start."

At a glance:
What: Cullman Area 
Technology Academy Open 
House
When: Thursday, Feb 16, 
from 5-7 p.m.
Where: At the CATA facility/
Career Center, 17640 
Highway 31 N, Cullman 
(near Vinemont)

For more information, call 
256-734-7740 or 256-734-
7741, or visit http://cacc.
ccboe.org.

Academy (from Front)

GIVING BACK.
HELPING OUT.

IT’S WHAT 
GOOD NEIGHBORS

DO.
The Poarch Creek Indians support hundreds
of organizations that provide crucial services
to the citizens of Alabama.  Meet the people 

who advocate for your wellbeing 
every day.  Visit poarchneighbors.com.

ALABAMA NATIVES.
ALABAMA NEIGHBORS.

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 
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• Kevin Lynn Pace
• Arthur Theodore Nelson
• Earnest Wayne “Earney” Miller
• Yvonne Knox York
• Mary Ann Kelly Tuggey
• Mickey L. Stanley

• Richard “Ricky” Davis
• Martha Karen Johnson
• Robert Franklin
• Keith John Kirk
• Roy D. Bull Taylor
• Myrtle Marie Turner Laseter

• Lucy Mildred Bonner
• Ima Lee Loveless
• Lawana Faye Vincent
• Donald Wayne Johnson
• Jack McCormick
• Velma G. Everett

OBITUARY ANNOUNCEMENTS: JAN. 25-31 
Hanceville 

Funeral Home 
	

100 Michelle Street Northwest, 
Hanceville, Alabama 35077 

   (256) 352-3130 

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: news@culltrib.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanSense.com/obituaries.

Varsity Boys Runner Up, Cold Springs
Alex Hernandez presented with the Eli Thomas Award 
from CCBOE Superintendent Shane Barnett

OFFENSE: QB Ragan Ashley - Fairview, RB Caleb Jones - Holly Pond, RB Cameron Moore - West Point, RB BJ Smalls - Hanceville, 
RB Logan Brooks - Fairview, WR Dylan Morton - Holly Pond, WR Brandon Farley - West Point, WR Sambo Woods - Fairview, WR 
Garrett Dunn - Fairview, OL Jacob Wilson - Holly Pond, OL Devin Jenkins - West Point, OL Wyatt Swann - Cold Springs, OL Austin 
McDonald - Good Hope, OL Tristan Cornelius - Hanceville, OL Jaython Blanton - Vinemont, OL Andrew Morris - Fairview
DEFENSE: DL Seth Edgeworth - Cold Springs, DL Kaine Yates - Hanceville, DL Austin Smith - West Point, DL Ivan Medina - Fairview, DL 
Kaleb Faulkner - West Point, LB - Justin Jones - Cold Springs, LB Trey Hill - Holly Pond, LB Austin Dubberly - West Point, LB Owen Harper - 
Hanceville, LB  Fisher Willoughby - Cold Springs, DB Dalton Freeman - West Point, DB Romey Suryono - Holly Pond, DB Brendan Flanigan 
- Hanceville, DB Ethan Holland - Fairview, DB Scoot Bennett - Fairview, K Jaxxon Swann - Fairview, P Noah Allison - West Point
ATH: Garrett Boland - Vinemont
MVPs: MVP: Alex Hernandez - West Point, OFFENSIVE MVP: Michael Lambert - Holly Pond, DEFENSIVE 
MVP: Cayde Elliott - Cold Springs, COACH OF THE YEAR: Mike Bates - Holly Pond

2016 All-County Football Team
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Comics

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

FACEBOOK.COM/
CULLMANSENSE

This 

week in 

Cullman 

history

On Feb. 2-3, 1996, Cullman 
County experienced a large 

ice storm. Rain began 
falling on the night of Feb. 2, 
freezing almost immediately, 
and was followed by more 

frozen rain on Feb. 3. 
Many people lost electricity, 

water, phone service 
and heat- some for 
several days- and 

numerous trees and 
power lines collapsed. 

Compiled by Samantha Vest

DAN FULENWIDER/TRIBUNE HISTORICAL PHOTO

February is the 
month to love 
your library

CULLMAN – The Cullman 
County Public Library 
System will be granting 
amnesty during “Love My 
Library Month,” beginning 
Wednesday, Feb. 1 and 
ending Tuesday, Feb. 28. 
	 During the month of 
February, all branches 
of the CCPLS will issue 
replacement library cards 

for free and will forgive all 
overdue fines on patrons’ 
records.
	 Only overdue fines will 
be waived, not fees for lost 
or damaged items.

Take advantage of Love 
My Library Month and 
visit a library branch 
near you: 
• Cullman County Public 
Library Main Branch, 200 
Clark Street NE, Cullman

• Garden City Public 
Library, 501 First Avenue S, 
Garden City
• Guy Hunt Library, 60 
Lions Park Road, Holly Pond
• Hanceville Public Library, 
201 Commercial Street, 
Hanceville
• Tom Bevill Library, 151 
Byars Road, Hanceville

For more information, visit 
www.ccpls.com. 

CCPLS
Contributor

on social media, with many 
of the Freeman’s loyal 
customers voicing their 
displeasure.
	 The Tan Shack has been 
open since Jan 10, and hasn’t 
seen a dull moment.
	 Business has been 
booming, and the personal 
connections formed over 
the years have led to many 
reoccurring customers, 
according to Angela 
Freeman.  The family-
owned business has just 
two employees, Angela and 
Danny.
	 The Tan Shack is 
equipped with 15 rooms, 
11 regular beds, two super 
bronzing beds, one stand-up 
bed, and one leg tanner.
	 Of the difference 
between a regular and 
a bronzing bed, Angela 
Freeman said, “The 
bronzing bed has stronger 
bulbs, and you don’t get as 
red; you get a bronze color.” 

Prices are listed as 
follows: 
Single visits:
•	 $5 for regular beds
•	 $7 for super bronzing 
beds

Monthly packages:
•	 Regular beds-$36.95, 
taxes included ($2.20 
upgrade fee for use of 
bronzing bed each visit)
•	 Super bronzing bed- 
$49.95, taxes included

Visit packages:
•	 5- $17.50
•	 10- $30
•	 15- 37.50
•	 20- $40

The Tan Shack sells 
lots more items as well: 
body washes, exfoliating 
scrubs, moisturizing 
lotions (including hemp 
moisturizers), shave lotions 

with shave minimizers, 
tattoo sticks, lip balms and 
tanning lotions of all variety. 
	 The business is open 
Monday through Saturday 

from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
	 Find them on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/
TheTanShack1.

Tan (from Front)
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THERE BUT FOR FORTUNE: PART 1

A mother’s story

This is the true story of 
heartache, physical, 
sexual and alcohol 

abuse, love, hate, financial 
burdens and finally, finding 
joy, happiness and hope.
	 We trust that you 
will understand why the 
names and some of the 
circumstances had to be 
changed to protect the 
privacy and safety of some 
of the people in this story. It 
contains information that 
is true, but the situations 
have been framed in slightly 
different circumstances, 
or alternative locations to 
protect the source of the story. 
In some cases, several people 
have been combined into one 
person or events gathered 
into one time frame for the 
same reason, to protect the 
source of the story, who still 
lives in Cullman County. 
	 This could very well be 
happening right there in 
your neighborhood. It could 
be happening to one of your 
classmates, your co-workers 
or your neighbors. It could 
happen to you, as the song 
says, “There but for fortune, 
go you, or I.” 

Keri was born in 1982. 
She was not born to rich 
parents, or to people who 
could afford to dress her 
in designer clothes. She 
was fed and cared for, and 
her life started out much 
the same as any other little 
baby’s does; she slept, ate 
and cried some. 
	 As she grew, she became 
a dark-haired, dark-eyed 
beauty with rosy cheeks 
and an infectious laugh. But 
her family was falling apart, 
even though she was too 
young to realize what was 
going on around her. 
	 At some point, her 
mother just dropped out 
of the picture altogether. 
Her dad had problems with 
meth, cocaine, acid and 
marijuana, according to 
what she has learned since. 
	 When the day came for 
her to go to school, she was 
excited; she couldn’t wait 
to learn to read so that she 
could teach her younger 
brother. 
	 She had to walk to school. 
They didn’t have a car, but 
one day, she was surprised 
to see her daddy on the road 
and he gave them a ride to 
school.
	 “That was the first 
time I can remember ever 
spending much time with 
him,” she recalled. 
	 School was her refuge. 
She was smart. She picked 
things up quickly. Her 

teacher, Miss Gina, could 
see the potential in Keri 
right away.
	 She encouraged her, and 
Keri blossomed under her 
direction. She was one of 
the brightest students in the 
class. But sometime about 
the end of her kindergarten 
year, something happened 
to Keri. She wasn’t the same 
child. Her teacher noticed 
that she wasn’t interested 
or engaged in her work, nor 
did she laugh very much. 
She sometimes fell asleep 
in class, and she had dark 
circles under her eyes. 
	 “Miss Gina kept telling 
me to sit down, but I 
couldn’t because it hurt too 
much,” Keri recalled. “One 
day she came over to me to 
see what was wrong and I 
told her that it hurt, that 
I couldn’t sit down. She 
asked what was wrong but I 
told her nothing, and tried 
to hide the bruises, but the 
one on my arm was too big; 
I couldn’t hide it.”
	 Keri had been bitten on 
that little arm…so hard that 
it left teeth marks. She was 
taken to the office, where 
they called someone, but 
she doesn’t know who.
	 She rode the bus home 
that day and hid behind 
the couch. When her daddy 
showed up later, the officers 
and a woman in a business 
suit were standing out by 
the bus stop. 
	 “I had the impression 
that she might be a 
babysitter, but I’m not sure,” 
said Keri. “I just remember 
being scared, and trying to 
stay behind the couch, but 
they took me with them.”
	 Her brother had marks 
around his neck and was 
bruised in some of the same 
places as Keri. “We were 
taken to a big building with a 
big table and lots of chairs,” 
she remembered. 
	 After they were taken 
away from their father and 
put into a foster care home, 
her grandparents and dad 
would come for supervised 
visits, bringing the children 
things they needed.
	 “I remember living 
in foster care. I don’t 
remember all of the places 
we were, but I distinctly 
remember my brother and 
I running away. We ran to a 
horse barn and tried to hide 
because they were so mean 
to us, whipping our hands 
with rulers until they were 
bruised.” 
	 Fortunately, the children 
weren’t there long before 
their grandparents were 
able to get custody of them. 
	 Keri’s grandparents 
became her guardians when 
she was about 8 years old. 

They took Keri and her 
brother, and raised them as 
their own. The older couple 
never talked to the children 
very much about the 
circumstances that brought 
them there. 
	 Her grandparents 
worked for a commercial 
chicken farmer who often 
shared chickens with them. 
	 Keri remembers 
chickens running loose in 
the garden. Although they 
were what was considered 
poor at the time, they 
were never hungry or cold 
in the winter, and they 
always knew that their 
grandparents loved them.
	 Later on her 
grandmother did odd jobs 
to keep the family going, 
and her grandfather took a 
job in a mill, but was badly 
injured. Keri remembers 
the family rushing to 
Huntsville Hospital where 
she vividly recalls seeing 
her grandfather laying in a 
pool of blood, his leg almost 
severed from getting caught 
in a mill press.
	 He would be in a 
wheelchair for months, and 
later, wear a brace for most 
of his life, sort of like Forrest 
Gump, Keri said.
	 “But he was always 
happy, no matter what he 
was doing. He would whistle 
and laugh and cut up with 
us no matter how bad he 
felt; he always tried to see 
the bright side of things, the 
good in everyone.” 
	 She continued, 
“Mawmaw was the same 
way. Always hugging us, and 
calling us ‘baby’ even when 

we were grown, and she still 
does to this day.” 
	 Keri recalls going to 
flea markets and getting 
things there, or auctions 
and always getting grab 
bags filled with lots of fun 
things, like toys and candy. 
“It didn’t matter if what was 
inside only cost a dollar; it 
was like a million dollars to 
us.”
	 She recalled the birthday 
cake that her Aunt Faye 
made with the yellow 
flowers that made her feel 
like a queen, “I still have 
pictures of that cake, with 
me holding it and smiling 
with my little snaggle tooth 
hanging out. It was the best 
birthday party that I ever 
could have asked for.”
	 For the first time in a 
long while, Keri and her 
brother felt safe.
	 They have another 
brother that they’ve never 
seen, and a step-sister that 
they occasionally talk to, 
but had no contact with the 
other side of the family until 
Keri was about 17 and old 
enough to drive.
	 She went alone, but says 
that by then, it was much too 
late…
	 Years later, Keri asked 
Miss Gina about what 
happened to her. The 
teacher teared up when 
she told her that it was one 
of the worst cases of child 
abuse she had ever seen…

Part 2 of “There but for 
fortune: a mother’s story” 
will be published next week, 
in the Feb. 9 edition of The 
Tribune.

Loretta Gillespie
Tribune Correspondent

THE COUNTRY STORE
Windows are boarded shut. You can’t get 

through the door. The register no longer rings,

In this little country store. The red Coke sign 

on the wall Is being overrun by rust.

The shelves and counters inside Are laden 

heavily with dust. Where have the customers 

gone-- Family, friends and neighbors?

Now they must go somewhere else, To 

spend the fruit of their labors.

Poet's Corner

By: Cleveland Brown Enterprise, Alabama • Submitted by: Randy C. Hale

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed on 
October 15, 2010 by William Bryan Jones, a single man, to 
EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 1690, 
Page 782 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and 
default continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale contained in 
said mortgage, the following described property will be sold at 
public outcry, for cash, to the highest bidder, in front of the 
Courthouse door of said County, in Cullman, Alabama, during the 
legal hours of sale on February 23, 2017: 
 
All that tract or parcel of land tying and being Lot 5 of the 
Redivision of Lot 18 of Saddlebrook Estates and unrecorded 
redivision, more particularly described as follows Commencing at 
an iron pin found at point purported to be the southeast corner of Lot 
18 of Saddlebrook Estates as recorded in Plat Book 7, Pages 151 :& 
152 in the Probate Office of Cullman County, Alabama. Being more 
particularly described as follows: thence North.89 degrees 02 
minutes 00 seconds West 31.44 feet to a point on the West margin 
of Neptune Drive; thence along the West margin of said drive North 
3 degrees 57 minutes 24 seconds West 308.71 feet to a point on the 
South margin of Mercury Drive; thence along the South margin of 
said drive as follows: thence North 88 degrees 24 minutes 31 
seconds west 279.02 feet to a point; thence North 87 degrees 51 
minutes 39 seconds West 15.09 feet to a point, the point of 
beginning for the property herein described; thence leaving the. 
south margin of said drive South 4 degrees 11 minutes 17 seconds 
West 147 68 feet to point thence South 68 degrees 30 minutes 26 
seconds West 104.28 feet to a point; thence North 4 degrees 11 
minutes 17 seconds West 188.02 feet to a point on the South margin 
of said drive; thence along the South margin of said drive as 
follows: thence South 89 degrees 14 minutes 52 seconds East 70.51 
feet to a point; thence South 87 degrees 51 minutes 39 seconds East 
29.49 feet to the point of beginning containing 0.38 acres more or 
less.  Including  a 2002 Southridge manufactured home, Vin No. 
1SRP17181AAL and 1SRP17181BAL located thereon. 
 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt and 
cost of foreclosure. 
 
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-January 26, February 2, 9, 2017 
 

Your extra attic 

Auction Notice 
   Contents of storage unit B-26, rented to Coty Butler, on January 19, 
2015, will be sold for auction for past due rent on February 11, 2017 at 
10:00 a.m. Consisting of: wooden bed, wooden chairs, children’s bike, 
toys and clothing. 
   Contents of storage unit A-5, rented to Rebecca Brasher, on 
September 2, 2016, will be sold for auction for past due rent on 
February 11, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. Consisting of: assorted household 
goods. 
   Contents of storage unit D-9, rented to Joseph Childers, on April 24, 
2015, will be sold for auction for past due rent on February 11, 2017, at 
10:00 a.m. Consisting of: two wooden bookcases, television, microwave, 
two wooden chest of drawers and couch. 
   Contents of storage unit D-16, rented to Chip Earnest, on May 19, 
2001, will be sold for auction for past due rent on February 11, 2017, at 
10:00 a.m. Consisting of: grill, golf clubs, wooden bookcase, exercise 
equipment, child’s bike and toys. 
   Contents of storage unit A-20, rented to Miriam Mitchell, on July 17, 
2012, will be sold for auction for past due rent on February 11, 2017, at 
10:00 a.m. Consisting of: wooden table, wooden chairs, bed and frame 
and wooden desk. 
   Contents of storage unit D-8, rented to Steven Morrow, on December 
14, 2013, will be sold for auction for past due rent on February 11, 2017, 
at 10:00 a.m. Consisting of: assorted household goods. 
   Contents of storage unit C-18, rented to Shane Pearce, on May 28, 
2016, will be sold for auction for past due rent on February 11, 2017, at 
10:00 a.m. Consisting of: wooden table, metal toolbox, two televisions, 
stereo and wooden chest of drawers. 
   Contents of storage unit A-1 and A-32, rented to Rioh Pheigh, on 
April 4, 2014 and December 5, 2014, will be sold for auction for past 
due rent on February 11, 2017, at 10:00 a.m. Consisting of: tools, 
computer, couch, wooden table, wooden bed and frame and television. 
                              Your Extra Attic 

c/o Werner’s Trading Company 
1115 4th Street, Southwest 
Cullman, Alabama 35055 

 
 
 
 
 
    
 

STATE OF ALABAMA IN THE PROBATE COURT 
COUNTY OF BLOUNT 

IN THE MATTER OF 
AELAND CHRISTOPHER FRANKLIN HULL CASE NO. 2016-288 

A minor. DOB: JULY 8, 2015 

AND 

ADRIANNA GRACE HULL 
A minor DOB: MARCH 6, 2013 

CASE NO. 2016-289 

NOTICE OF ADOPTION PROCEEDINGS 

Notice to: ANY PERSON CLAIMING TO BE THE NATURAL PARENTS OF SAID 
MINOR CHILDREN; BORN TO BRITTANY DIANNE KILLOUGH & JUSTIN SETH 
HULL, whereabouts unknown 

Please take notice that a Petition for Adoption in the above styled matter has been 
filed in Probate Court of Blount County Alabama by the Petitioners, PETE WHATELEY 
& WILMA WHATELEY, on the 20th day of December, 2016. Please be advised should 
you intend to contest this adoption, you must file a written response within thirty (30) 
days of being served this notice herein with counsel for said Petitioner, whose name and 
address are as shown below, and with the Clerk of the said Probate Court of Blount 
County, Alabama, 220 Second Ave ue East, Oneonta, Alabama 35121. 

DONE this dJ_ day of!J:l����-' 2017.

Attorney: 
Sara Baker 
I 00 Fifth Street SE 
Cullman, Al. 35055 
Telephone: 256-737-7181 

To: Cullman Tribune 

Chris Green 
Blount County Judge of Probate 

FILED 
BLOUNT COUNTY, AL 

/cl1/cJJ/1 
CHRIS GREEN

JUDGE OF PROBATE
Please publish the above notice in your newspaper for four (4) consecutive weeks, 

and after having done so, file with the Court an affidavit showing the fact of publication 
together with a copy of the notice of publication. 
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We offer a wide variety of Dental Services:
Teeth Whitening • Porcelain Veneers • Digital X-Ray • Intra-Oral Cameras 

• Partials • Implant Restorations • Dentures • Root Canal Procedures

SINGLE VISIT DIGITAL CROWNS

Now Offering Dental Implant Placement
Using 3D X-Rays and software, we are able to accurately place IMPLANTS here in the office.

What does this mean for you?
Implants replace missing teeth and enable you to wear dentures without adhesive

Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • CullmanDentist.com

"We treat you like family."

Jonathan Echols, D.M.D., P.C. • Ashley Holladay, D.M.D.

9th Grade Boys All Tournament Team

9th Grade Boys Winner, West Point

JV Boys All Tournament Team

JV Boys Runner Up, West Point




