
Mother’s 
Day 
Profile: 
Mrs. Gracie 
Grissom
It isn’t every day that you celebrate a centu-
ry milestone. Most of us have never known 
anyone who has reached that seldom at-
tained venerable age. Gracie Hembree Gris-
som celebrated her 100th birthday on Nov. 9, 
2016, surrounded by her loved ones. 
	 Her story covers much of 
Cullman’s history. We can all 
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Grissom celebrates her 
100th birthday with 
family last November.
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VFW Post 2214 honors 
Cullman’s outstanding citizens
CULLMAN – Veterans 
of Foreign Wars (VFW) 
Post 2214 held its annual 
awards dinner recently to 
honor outstanding citizens. 
Volunteers had to bring out 
extra chairs and tables as 
the post building filled up 
with law enforcement and 
fire department personnel, 
city and county dignitaries, 
and of course veterans and 
their families. Food was 
provided by Publix, and was 
served by post volunteers.
	 Post Commander Sam 
Bates explained, “This is 

for our Voice of Democracy 
(award), Patriot’s Pen, 
scouts, firefighter, EMT, 
teacher of the year and police 
officer. Once a year we get 
to do this, and people seem 
to enjoy it. All the VFWs do 
this, at different times of the 
month. Everybody does it 
around this time of the year, 
before school ends for the 
summer.”
	 Honorees were 
nominated by their 
respective organizations or 
schools.
	 The Voice of Democracy 
award goes to a high school 
student defined by the 
VFW as “an outstanding 

spokesman for freedom,” 
and the Patriot’s Pen 
award goes to a middle 
school student who is “an 
outstanding spokesman for 
the future.”
	 The awards to scouts, 
teachers and emergency 
responders recognize 
outstanding community 
service and military/
veterans advocacy.

Award winners
•	 Voice of Democracy: 
Austyn Reppond
•	 Patriot’s Pen: .Kailey 
Carpenter
•	 Teacher of the Year: 
Sandra Sandlin

•	 Boy Scout of the Year: 
Zachary Clayton
•	 Girl Scout of the Year: 
Maya Harlow
•	 Law Enforcement 
Officer of the Year: Sheriff ’s 
Deputy Todd Reynolds
•	 Firefighter of the Year: 
Jason Lamb
•	 EMT of the Year: Charles 
Cornell
•	 JROTC Cadet of the 
Year: CeCe Semadeni

The post also recognized 
Charlotte Bates, wife of 
the post commander, for 
her service to the post and 
for organizing the event. 
It further recognized 

and gave roses to all the 
military/veterans’ spouses 
and mothers present. 
Additionally, the post gave 
a plaque and its thanks to 
the personnel of Cullman’s 
Army National Guard 
Combined Support Base 
Shop 2 for its upkeep of 
the post’s display cannon 
and the tank displayed at 
Sportsman Lake Park.
	 Post Vice Commander 
Ken Brown is proud of his 
group.
	 He shared, “We’ve been 
the number one post in 
Alabama the last couple 
of years, and we’ve got the 
number one commander 

in Alabama. We have an 
excellent program down 
here; we do a lot to help 
our fellow veterans, and we 
do a lot to give back to the 
community.
	 "We’re real proud of 
our post, and we’d like to 
encourage some of the 
younger guys who’ve been 
to Afghanistan and Iraq to 
come out and get involved 
in our veterans’ programs. 
It’s not just for old guys like 
me!”
	 For more information, 
or to get in touch with 
VFW Post 2214 in Cullman, 
visit www.facebook.com/
cullmanVFWPost.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Mother’s Day restaurant specials

Terri Pines
Buffet on Sunday, May 14
Price: $15.95
Phone: 256-739-0738

Top of the Town
Buffet on Sunday, May 14 
Buffet includes everything 
(dessert, salad, drinks, 
several types of meat and 
numerous vegetables). 
Opens at 10 a.m.
Price: $17

Phone: 256-709-5209

C Street Café (Hanceville)
Steak night special on 
Friday, May 12.  Two 
10-ounce steak dinners with 
everything included. 
Price: $40

Phone: 256-636-0323

Check our Facebook page 
leading up to Mother’s Day 
this Sunday at Facebook.
com/CullmanTribune. We’ll 
post more Mother’s Day 
specials as we receive them.

Samantha Vest
samantha@cullmansense.com

Sheriff’s Office hosting citizens’ firearms safety class
CULLMAN – The Cullman 
County Sheriff's Office 
will be hosting a citizens’ 
firearms safety class 
Tuesday, May 16 at 6 p.m. at 

Cullman City Hall.
	 The class will focus 
on how to safely handle 
a weapon, the proper 
technique for shooting a 
weapon, cleaning a weapon 
and becoming familiar with 
your own weapon.

	 A PowerPoint 
presentation will be shown 
as well.
	 Following the class on 
Tuesday night, citizens can 
sign up to attend a safety 
course at the shooting 
range.

	 "We here at the Cullman 
County Sheriff's Office are 
advocates of our citizens 
having the knowledge 
and training they need to 
protect themselves," said 
Sheriff Matt Gentry.
	 "I would add that we 

want them to also know 
how to handle the weapon 
safely and with this free 
training they are able to gain 
valuable knowledge in both 
these areas.”
	 To register, email Capt. 
Mark Persall at mpersall@

cullmansheriff.org or call 
him at 256-734-0342.  
	 Registration is not 
required, but is encouraged 
so deputies have an idea of 
how many participants will 
be attending the firearms 
safety class.

Brad Williams
CCSO

Vinemont council talks park and road maintenance

VINEMONT – A short 
agenda doesn't necessarily 
mean little discussion. Such 
was the case at this week’s 
Vinemont Town Council 
meeting, when council 
members put considerable 
thought and deliberation 
into matters regarding 
the upkeep and general 
maintenance of the town's 
ball park and roads.
	 The only item discussed 
under new business was 
lighting at the ball park. 
Nine light installations for 
two softball fields need 
work, and the council 
discussed the best way to 
finance the project. They 
have a bid from Musco 
Lighting to provide the 
materials needed for the job, 
and three other companies 
have placed their bids for 

installation labor. The 
total amount estimated is 
$153,156: $112,000 from 
Musco for the materials and 
$41,156 from the second 
bidder for labor. Musco's 
financial report gave four 
payment terms - three, five, 
seven or 10 years - with 
a change in interest, and 
subsequent difference of 
about $10,000, between the 
five- and seven-year terms. 
	 Several members of the 
council were worried that 
the annual payments would 
drain their accounts for 
parks and maintenance, so 
after much discussion and 
deliberation they chose to 
forego the installation price 
and only pay the $112,000 for 
the materials. A motion was 
then made to allow Mayor 
Radginal Dodson to get the 
contracting process started. 
The contract, which will 
provide a 25-year warranty 

on the light fixtures and 
cover most repairs except 
for fuses, is to be drawn up 
and presented at the next 
meeting.
	 In other business was the 
Town's old Gator 4-wheeler, 
which an outside party 
would like to purchase. In 
order to sell it the council 
would first have to declare 
it as surplus. A motion was 
made to do so, but Town 
Clerk Amy Johnson pointed 
out that such an action 
would require passing a 
resolution. The motion 
was amended to draw up 
a resolution declaring the 
Gator as surplus, and the 
resolution will be presented 
at the June meeting.
	 Old business gave an 
update on road maintenance. 
Dodson estimated that 
paving the 5 miles of road 
that need repair would cost 
about $80,000 per mile, or 

$400,000 total. Because 
of this, he looked into 
repairing just the cracks 
and bumps in the roads, 
specifically weighing the 
pros and cons of chip sealing 
versus microsurfacing. Chip 
sealing would get down into 
the cracks to repair them 
and would last longer, but 
microsurfacing would make 
the road smoother and 
wouldn't leave as many loose 
rocks to fly around. In the 
end, the mayor went with 
the choice to microsurface 
the necessary roads noting 
that even though it wouldn't 
last as long, the Town could 
microsurface a road three 
times for less than the price 
of paving it.
	 The Vinemont Town 
Council meets on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 
6 p.m. at Vinemont Town 
Hall. The public is welcome 
to attend.

Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent
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Good Hope council addresses door-to-door scams

GOOD HOPE – As a way of 
protecting its citizens from 
scams and con artists, the 
Good Hope City Council will 
be considering ordinances 
for door-to-door sales. 
The discussion was put on 
the table after a quick and 
efficient series of council 
member reports. John 
Harris had nothing to report 
since the financials were 
deferred until the next 
meeting for all statements 
to be reconciled, and 

Greg Brown also reported 
nothing.
	 Mayor Jerry Bartlett 
filled Maxie Jones in on the 
road situation: several roads 
have been chip-sealed, and 
they are waiting for the 
company they contracted to 
work on micro-surfacing the 
roads.
	 The work is estimated to 
last about three weeks when 
it begins.
	 Susan Eller brought in 
Grady Parsons to help give 
an update on the sewage 
plant, which was mostly 
positive.

	 However, he explained 
that some work would need 
to be done in order to fix 
the high water flow coming 
from County Road 222 
during rain.
	 Taft Dillashaw reported 
that everything in the parks 
is the same as usual, and 
they're still doing very well 
with the tournaments. 
	 When it came time to 
discuss ordinances, Town 
Clerk Christie Chamblee 
shared a recent experience 
of hers. She says she was 
contacted by a man asking 
for a business license to 

sell religious texts, but he 
was vague about where he 
was from and provided an 
unreliable email address. 
	 She said something 
similar happened to her 
last year, so she contacted 
other municipalities to see 
if they had had any similar 
experiences.
	 She got several 
responses that other people 
had received the exact same 
message, and several of 
the municipalities ended 
up passing ordinances 
against door-to-door sales 
after a series of scams were 

discovered.
	 In light of these scams, 
she looked up some of the 
other towns' ordinances 
about door-to-door sales 
and asked the council if they 
would think about taking 
precautionary measures. 
The council agreed that it 
would be good to protect 
the citizens of Good Hope 
from false products, 
robbers posing as salesmen, 
or even possible human 
trafficking, but they were 
also worried about imposing 
unfair punishments on 
legitimate businesses in 

the community. The most 
common idea suggested 
was to have legitimate 
businesses carry business 
licenses or letters of 
authenticity with them and 
present them to customers 
when they go out on sales 
calls. The matter will likely 
be resolved by the next 
council meeting on Monday, 
May 22.
	 The Good Hope City 
Council meets on the second 
and fourth Mondays of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. at Good 
Hope City Hall. The public 
is welcome to attend.

Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent

City amends alcohol ordinance to allow sales by multiple vendors under 1 roof; 
discussion suspended on Saturday street closures in the Warehouse District

CULLMAN – The Cullman 
City Council on Monday 
approved an amendment 
to its current alcohol 
ordinance that will allow 
multiple vendors to sell 
alcoholic beverages under 
the same roof. This paves 
the way for beverage sales 
at developer Shane Quick’s 
new project, Mae’s Food 
Hall, and other similar 
establishments that may 
come in the future.
	 The amendment 
defines a food hall as “A 
reputable place licensed as 
a cooperative of 3 or more 
restaurants located on the 
same premises sharing 
the same dining area with 
not less than 3 separate 
restaurant vendors each 
having their own separate 
storage, refrigeration, 
preparation, and cooking 
facilities certified by the 
Cullman County Health 
Department, operated by 
responsible persons of 
good reputation in which 
a diversified selection of 
food and refreshments with 
alcohol sales within the 
premises is offered for sale 
for consumption within the 

building premises on which 
the establishment is located 
that also meets the following 
requirements:”

The lengthy list of 
requirements is 
summarized as follows:
•	 The establishment must 
have at least a 3,000-square-
foot dining area.
•	 The dining area must 
accommodate at least 150 
customers, and be climate 
controlled.
•	 All spaces in the facility 
must comply with all 
building and safety codes.
•	 The food hall must 
have at least three separate 
kitchens apart from dining 
areas.
•	 At least two of those 
kitchens must be open at 
any time the food hall is 
open.
•	 The food hall must meet 
the requirements for an on-
premise alcohol license.
•	 Food sales must account 
for at least 60 percent of the 
food hall’s income.
•	 Alcohol cannot account 
for more than 40 percent 
of the food hall’s overall 
income in any 90-day 
period.

The amendment makes 

possible the selling of 
alcohol by multiple vendors 
under one roof, which was 
not previously allowed. It 
also establishes a separate 
license fee for food halls. 
Where freestanding single 
restaurants currently 
pay $500 per year plus 12 
percent of alcohol sales 
for their alcohol licenses, 
multi-vendor food halls will 
pay $1,500 per year plus 12 
percent of sales.

Other business on the 
Warehouse District
The council introduced an 
ordinance to vacate and 
surplus the sidewalk along 
the north side of the Ponder 
Building, currently used 
as the outdoor patio for 
Rumors Deli.
	 A public hearing will 
be held to discuss the 
ordinance on June 26. Quick 
is the owner of the Ponder 
building.
	 The council also 
discussed the possibility of 
Saturday street closures on 
First Avenue Northeast in 
the district. Stuart Moore 
of Book&Barrel Outfitters 
presented the council with a 
list of signatures in favor of 
the closures, representing 
all but two of the Warehouse 

District merchants.
	 Mayor Woody Jacobs 
and Council President 
Garlan Gudger, though, 
noted hearing complaints 
about the plan from one 
merchant whose name 
appeared on the pro-closure 
list. There was no petition 
or request to vote on, and 
the council decided to 
suspend discussion until its 
next meeting to allow city 
inspectors more time to 
study the parking situation 
in the area.

Other business
The council introduced 
two zoning ordinances: to 
rezone 1006 Second Ave. 
NW from manufacturing to 
business, and to rezone a 
vacant lot on the corner of 
Denson Avenue Southwest 
and Third Street Southwest 
from Central Business 
District to residential. 
Public hearings for both will 
take place on June 26.

The council approved 
several special event 
requests:
•	 “Second Fridays” in the 
Special Events District on 
June 9, July 14, Aug. 11 and 
Sept. 15
•	 The annual MOPAR car 

show in Depot Park on June 
10
•	 A block party and 
antique car show sponsored 
by Dixie Duds and Decor 
on Second Street Southeast 
between Third and Fourth 
Avenues Southeast on June 
10
•	 A Cullman Electric Coop 
traffic safety session on 
the east service road along 
Alabama Highway 157 on 
May 30 and June 27.
•	 Cullman City Parks 
and Recreation’s (CP&R’s) 
Dinner on First on Friday, 
May 12 on First Avenue 
Northeast in the Warehouse 
District.
•	 CP&R’s “100 Hammock 
Hang ” in King Edward’s 
Park on First Avenue 
Southwest on May 20.
•	 A live band in the parking 
lot at Buffalo Wild Wings on 
June 3.
•	 A distracted driving 
rally and candlelight vigil 
sponsored by Hands on 
the Wheel at the Cullman 
County Courthouse on July 
23. The council noted that 
it could only authorize use 
of the sidewalk. Use of the 
courthouse steps must be 
approved by the Cullman 
County Commission.
The council also approved 

the following resolutions:
•	 To adopt the annual 
Municipal Water Pollution 
Prevention resolution.
•	 To enter into a contract 
for professional services 
with CDG Engineers & 
Associates, Inc. to provide 
engineering services for 
Downtown Streetscape 
Phase IV in the budgeted 
amount not to exceed 
$62,700. This phase will 
involve work from Fifth 
Street Southwest to Seventh 
Street Southwest.
•	 To renew the annual 
general liability and 
property casualty insurance.
•	 To award the bid for 
traffic camera systems for 
the traffic department to the 
lowest responsible bidder, 
Temple, Inc., in the amount 
of $6, 974 per system.
•	 To award the bid for a 
high-pressure breathing air 
compressor for Cullman 
Fire Rescue to the lowest 
responsible bidder, Sunbelt 
Fire, Inc., in the amount of 
$37,178.40.

The Cullman City Council's 
next meeting is next 
Monday evening, May 15, 
in the Cullman City Hall 
auditorium. The public is 
invited to attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Colony Town Council bids farewell to councilwoman Myra Twitty

COLONY – At its regular 
meeting Tuesday evening, 
the Colony Town Council 
received the resignation of 
Councilwoman Myra Twitty.  
	 The parting was not 
over any conflict.  With 
her granddaughter by her 
side, Twitty smiled as she 
cited “lots of grandkid 
obligations” as a major 

reason for her decision. 
	 She stated in her 
resignation that she will 
continue to support the 
town in any way that she 
can.
	 After the council 
accepted her resignation, 
Town Clerk Patricia Ponder 
talked about Twitty’s 
original election to the 
council, “We did twist 
her arm a little bit.  Had 
she not chosen to run, 

the Town would have 
been shut down for lack 
of a quorum.  And to me, 
that’s a true statesperson, 
that puts the community 
and municipality above 
personal goals and personal 
desires, because she didn’t 
feel like she wanted to do 
this job. But she set that 
aside for the betterment of 
this community and this 
municipality and we owe her 
a huge debt of gratitude.”

	 In other business, 
Finance Committee 
Chairperson Jamelle Dimbo 
stated that the Town has 
purchased a zero-turn 
mower from sales tax funds, 
and from the general fund 
has purchased a new central 
air unit from Bama Air 
to replace the town hall’s 
unit that recently broke 
down.  That unit should be 
delivered this week.
	 Parks and Recreation 

Committee Chairman 
Curtis Johnson announced 
that Colony will be 
participating in a summer 
feeding program this year, 
and that required training 
for program staff will begin 
May 16.
	 He also announced 
that the Town will hold a 
Memorial Day weekend 
breakfast to honor local 
veterans on Saturday, May 
27.

	 Johnson also brought a 
quote on new doors for the 
town hall. 
	 New steel-framed doors 
with internal blinds will 
replace the wooden doors 
that have become prone to 
sticking and hard to open.
	 The Colony Town 
Council meets the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of each 
month at 6 p.m. at Colony 
Town Hall.  The public is 
invited to attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com
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Vinemont's Campbell signs on 
to swim for Emmanuel College
VINEMONT – On May 
21, Seth Campbell will 
receive his diploma from 
Vinemont High School. 
Today, he prepared for his 
future following graduation 
when he signed an athletic 
scholarship with Emmanuel 
College in Franklin Springs, 
Georgia. Campbell will be a 
member of the Lions' swim 
team, starting this fall.
	 Campbell has been a 
member of the Cullman 
Swim Team since he was 
9 years old, developing a 
pattern of success that lead 
to the opportunity for a 
collegiate scholarship.
	 Emmanuel College 
is NCAA Division II 
sanctioned and competes in 
Conference Carolinas with 
Barton College, Belmont 
Abbey College, Converse 
College, Erskine College, 
King University, Lees-
McCrae College, Limestone 
College, University of Mount 
Olive, North Greenville 
University, Pfeiffer 
University, Southern 
Wesleyan University and 

Chowan University.
	 Campbell took an 
interest in Emmanuel and 
the two have worked it 
out to be associated in the 
future.
	 Campbell lettered in 
basketball, football and 
track at Vinemont High 
School.
	 He earned honorable 
mention for All-Region 
football in 2016.
	 A recent highlight for 
Campbell was during the 
Cullman County Sports 
Hall of Fame banquet 
when he received the 
Michael Stewart Memorial 
Scholarship, which honors 
the former student athlete 
at Vinemont.
	 Campbell currently 
holds a 3.14 grade point 
average, is president of the 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes (FCA) and senior 
class vice president.
	 He is a member of 
the JROTC Color Guard, 
received the Junior Cadet 
Leadership Award and 
is very active at Pleasant 
Valley Baptist Church.
	 Campbell is planning to 
major in kinesiology upon 

his arrival to Emmanuel. 
The new swim season for 

Campbell and Emmanuel 
will begin in mid-September 

and will continue into early 
March of 2018.

Johnny Thornton
johnny@cullmansense.com
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Dinner (from Front)
Dinner on First, was to be 
outdoors along First Avenue 
in the Warehouse District; 
however, Mother Nature had 
different plans. Due to the 
threat of inclement weather, 
the dinner will take place in 
the old Cullman Warehouse 
at 315 Fifth St. SW at 6 p.m.
	 CP&R’s Waid Harbison 
explained a little about 
the special event. “It is a 
fundraiser for our Parks and 
Rec Foundation, to build a 
new community playground.  
We’ve been raising money 
for that for some time, and 
we think we’re probably 
going to break ground on 
that as early as August or 
September of this year.  
All the money we raise at 
Dinner on First will go to 
that.  Last year we raised 
about $30,000.”
	 CP&R’s new playground, 
the all-inclusive Connected 
Park, is being developed 
with the goal of creating a 
public play space that can 
be shared by all children, 
including those with special 
needs.  See an informational 
video about the project here: 
available at http://qrne.ws/
connectedpark. Friday’s 
dinner will be prepared by 
Dyron Powell, Head Chef 

Randall Baldwin and the 
staff of Dyron’s Lowcountry.  
Specializing in the local 
cuisine of the South Carolina 
and northeast Georgia low 
country, the Mountain 
Brook establishment also 
provided the meal for last 
year’s Dinner on First.
	 Of Powell and Dyron’s 
Lowcountry, Harbison 
said, “He’s out of Mountain 
Brook, but he’s actually 
from Cullman originally.  
He’s on the board here 
at St. Bernard, and he’s 
talking about opening up a 
restaurant here.  It’s a very 
nice five-course meal that 
he’ll come in and serve.  Last 
year he donated his services 
completely free to the cause, 
brought his chefs down 
here, closed his restaurant 
for the night.  He’s going to 
do something similar this 
year, with different hors 
d’oeuvres and different 
dishes, but still a great 
experience.  I think anybody 
that went last year will tell 
you it was some of the best 
food they ever had.”
	 This year’s event is 
already sold out, but there 
will be activities following 
the dinner that do not 
require a ticket.  Harbison 

explained, “We have 300 
seats.  That’s as many as 
(Dyron Powell) can do 
with his staff.  We could 
definitely have more people 
than that, because we sold 
out of tickets about three 
days after they opened.  
We opened it up about the 
first of April, and about 
three days later, we were 
completely sold out.
	 “It’s a good event, and 
lots of people want to be 
part of it.  If you cannot 
come to the dinner, we do 
have an after-party over 
at the farmers’ market 
(Festhalle) that will start as 
people finish eating, around 
9 p.m. and going on until 11 
p.m.  We’ll have live music 
by Round 2 over there, and 
we’ll have an open bar.  It’s 
just a good time to come out 
and enjoy some fellowship, 
and donate to the program.  
All the proceeds will also 
go to the Parks and Rec 
Foundation.”
	 News of the change in 
venue due to the weather 
came out on Tuesday. Said 
Harbison, “All other details 
for the event will remain 
the same.  The dinner will 
begin at 6 p.m. with Dyron’s 
Lowcountry still preparing 

and serving the meal.  
Round 2 will also play at the 
after-party as planned at 
8:30 p.m.” 
	 Cullman City Parks 
and Recreation Director 
Nathan Anderson said, “We 
are disappointed to have to 
move the event off of First 
Avenue in the Warehouse 
District; however, we are 
excited about the Cullman 

Warehouse venue that will 
blend elegance with rustic 
charm.”  
	 For more information on 
Dinner on First, visit www.
dinneronfirst.com, email 
info@cullmanrecreation.
org or contact CP&R’s 
Christy Turner at cturner@
cullmanrecreation.org or 
256-734-9157.  Get to know 
the event band by visiting 

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
round2music. For more 
information on Dyron’s 
Lowcountry, visit www.
dyronslowcountry.com.

 

 

Onin Staffing Now Hiring For Automotive 
Production/Manufacturing Positions 

   

  Stand up and sit down forklift operators, customer 
service with medical/clerical experience, sandblasters, 
order pullers and general labor. 
 

Apply Today at 1495 County Road 437 
(Old Peoples Bank Building next to Hardee’s in Good Hope) 

256-287-5500 
 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

BATTERIES 
For Car, Truck, Tractor 

         $38  Exch 

 A-1 BATTERY SUPPLY 
 

JOHNNY THORNTON/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Left to right: Father Scott Campbell, Cullman Swim Team Coach Lisa Martin, Seth 
Campbell, Vinemont High School Principal Ferrell Runge and mother Heather Campbell
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Fairview Theatre Works 
presents 'The Wizard of Oz'
FAIRVIEW – Like many 
school-sponsored clubs 
and organizations this 
time of year, Fairview High 
School's Theatre Works 
is drawing the curtains 
on its performances 
until school starts back. 
The group’s latest was 
meant to be an incredible 
double-performance of 
“The Wizard of Oz” by the 
middle school and “Jerry 
Finnegan's Sister” by the 
high school; however, 
unfortunate circumstances 
prevented the latter from 
being performed. Still, 
the younger actors gave 
the audience an adorably 
humorous rendition of the 
classic tale about a girl from 
Kansas.
	 Like many play 
adaptations, there were 
some deviations from the 
original story. Characters 
were added, scenes were 
cut short and dialogue was 
changed, though change is 
not necessarily a bad thing.
	 These changes put some 
silly modern twists on 
classic scenes, like Dorothy 
and her friends needing 
to wear ridiculously big 
sunglasses to avoid being 
blinded by the Emerald 
City's brightness or the 
Wizard giving the Cowardly 
Lion a bottle of soda for 
courage. Ultimately, even 
through the differences, 
the story remained the 
same timeless classic many 
people know and love: the 
story of a girl from Kansas, 
her dog, a scarecrow, a man 
made of tin, a cowardly lion 
and a journey home.

The cast for the middle 

school production:
•	 Dorothy: Kayrie Weldon
•	 Scarecrow: Brianna 
Carroll
•	 Tin Man: Joseph McAbee
•	 Cowardly Lion: Ethan 
Bice
•	 The Great Oz: Dylan 
Lively
•	 Glinda the Good Witch: 
Zaiah Allen
•	 Gatekeeper: Saria 
Dempster
•	 General Ginger, Emerald 
City Army: McKinsey 
Lomneck
•	 Wicked Witch: Alexis 
Sanford
•	 Snarly-Darly (Wicked 
Witch's Intern): Rebekah 
DeBlanc
•	 Flying Monkeys: 
Samantha Rogers, Madison 
Kovar, and Eduardo 
Degollardo
•	 Munchkins: Katelynn 
Sims, Madison Kovar, 

Kammie Mayo, and Fayth 
Borem
•	 Couple: Dezi Vega and 
Dawson Rhoades
•	 Glinda's Intern: Kayley 
Hall

Along with the cast on 
stage, the play could not 
function without its behind-
the-scenes workers: Devin 
Burkes, Aaron Moylan and 
Kayley Hall as stagehands; 
Ally Grund as director and 
sound/light editor; and 
Kelly Lewis as assistant 
director and substitute for 
Kayley Hall, who was out 
sick.
	 After the performance, 
FTW director Mark Dobbs 
disclosed that two of the 
group's members, Aaron 
Moylan and Ally Grund, will 
be going to Montgomery to 
participate in the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival's 

production of “The Two 
Gentlemen of Verona.” 
Grund will work as a stage 
manager while Moylan will 
play the part of Valentine. 
The original casting call had 
around 150 candidates come 
for initial auditions, with 
only 40 (eight of whom were 

from Fairview) for second 
auditions.
	 Ultimately, Grund and 
Moylan became part of the 
20-person group chosen to 
perform at the festival in 
early June.
	 Despite being so close 
to the end of the school 

year, FTW isn't completely 
finished yet. At 6 p.m. on 
Monday, May 15, Fairview's 
senior class will put on 
one last performance at 
their awards night entitled 
“The Last Day of School.” 
There will be no charge for 
admission.

Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent

LET US WORK
FOR YOU.

Funding provided by the USDOL, ETA, Federal WIOA. An Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. 
Auxiliary aids and services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

FREE SERVICES FOR EMPLOYERS

• Post jobs on JOBLINK.ALABAMA.GOV

• Candidate pre-screening services and interview space

• Find out if valuable tax credits are available to you

• On-the-job Training and Incumbent WORKER training

AlabamaWorks: 
Opportunity-Innovation-Accountability-Inclusion

Now there’s a way to recruit, 
train and empower, a highly 
skilled workforce driven by 

business and industry needs. 
It’s your competitive advantage 

in Alabama.

It’s time to grow at: www.alabamaworks.com

HEATHER MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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News from the Pond

Good morning Tri-
bune readers and 
families. Hope that 

you have had an enjoyable 
week. We have had very 
extreme weather this past 
week. I thought that the fall 
season had come again when 
the weatherman said it was 
the coldest temp since Jan-
uary! The rain was welcome, 
but a little on the too cool 
side for this time of the year 
as we set records for May.
	 The Holly Pond Civitan 
Club has been extremely 
busy this past week. On 
Tuesday and Wednesday, we 

assisted in the Relay for Life 
event by serving the survi-
vor’s breakfast at the fel-
lowship hall of the Cullman 
Church of Christ building. 
We had plenty of help with 
Civitan volunteers and the 
Key Clubs members of Holly 
Pond High School.
	 Thanks are extended to 
these young people for their 
assistance.
	 Also, we had a good 
turnout for the last Satur-
day 100-year celebration 
of Civitan Clubs held at the 
Colonel Cullman Home and 
Museum.
	 Mrs. Sharon Oliver, Area 
Director for Alabama North 
District, Area Seven was in 
charge. The three clubs in 
our county were represent-
ed. It was a very enjoyable 

time together. On Monday 
and Tuesday nights of this 
week it was time for the reg-
ular monthly board meet-
ing and the regular general 
meeting.
	 The orders for the Vida-
lia onions Civitan fundrais-
er arrived on Friday, May 
5th in the cool rain. Some 
were picked up at my sister’s 
home.
	 If you didn’t get your on-
ions yet, please see a Civitan 
member - $10 for 10 pounds 
of very fresh Vidalia onions.
	 Holly Pond Homemak-
ers Club and Holly Pond Li-
ons Club worked very hard 
at the Holly Pond Cemetery 
last weekend.
	 It was the annual Deco-
ration Day/Homecoming 
weekend. The Lions placed 

American flags on the graves 
of all veterans and even 
Confederate States of Amer-
ica flags on some of the older 
graves.
	 The Homemakers Club 
served as hostesses and wel-
comed everyone to the Cha-
pel and main entrance. 
	 The cemetery looked 
beautiful and is something 
that we should all be proud 
of in Holly Pond.
	 A very important holiday 
is on tap for next Sunday, 
May 14th. This is the annual 
celebration for Mother’s 
Day. This is the day that 
Mothers are especially hon-
ored by their children and 
husbands.
	 Some of the churches in 
our area present all Mothers 
with flowers. Some mothers 

receive a corsage. Tradition-
ally, we wear red roses if 
your mother is still around, 
or like yours truly, we will 
receive a white corsage.
	 My sister, Julia Floyd 
and her husband, Walt 
Floyd, have returned home 
after visiting with their son 
and his family, Drew, Dee, 
Ronan and Kadin in the 
Washington, D.C. area. They 
stopped halfway and spent 
the night and continued the 
next day.
	 The Holly Pond Home-
makers Club will hold their 
monthly meeting on May 
16th with a day trip to De-
catur to tour antique shops 
and hunt for bargains.
	 The Prime-Time Singers 
had a very enjoyable pro-
gram on Wednesday, at the 

First Baptist Church in Arab. 
Reverend Sherman Bailey, 
a retired minister and his 
wife, Nelda, who were in the 
East Cullman Baptist As-
sociation, for many years, 
invited the singers to come 
and perform.
	 Mrs. Nelda is recovering 
from a fall she had recently. 
She was there but her doctor 
would not let her go on an-
other trip recently.
	 It was very good to see 
them again. Reverend Sher-
man was instrumental in the 
formation of thee singers 
back in the late 1990’s. They 
have surely supported this 
group for many years. Now 
we begin preparing for our 
July patriotism program.
	 Until next week, be care-
ful and enjoy every day.

Jimmie Dean 
Carnell
Tribune 
Contributor

BILLY BOB'S STORIES AND STUFF

A special day to honor our mothers

Perhaps you’ve never 
heard of Ann Marie 
Reeves Jarvis, but 

because of her, we celebrate 
Mother’s Day. She was born 
in Culpepper, Virginia, on 
September 30, 1832. Her 
father, a Methodist min-
ister, was transferred to a 
church in Barbour County, 
Virginia. Later, in the midst 
of the Civil War, this area 
would be part of the newly 
formed state of West Vir-
ginia. Ann met a young man 
there by the name of Gran-
ville Jarvis, the son of a 
Baptist minister. At the ripe 
old age of seventeen, Ann 
married Granville. Life was 

not easy for the young fam-
ily, as it was not for many 
during that time. During 
the first seventeen years 
of their marriage, they had 
eleven children. Most of the 
couple’s children died from 
diseases that were common 
then, especially in the Appa-
lachian area.
	 Common causes of 
death, especially in infants 
and children, were ones we 
now have vaccinations to 
prevent. These included 
measles, typhoid fever, in-
fluenza, diphtheria, scarlet 
fever, pneumonia, as well 
as others. Due to these ill-
nesses, only four of the Jar-
vis eleven children reached 
adulthood.
	 Brokenhearted, yet in-
spired, Mrs. Jarvis worked 
tirelessly in her community 

to fight against childhood 
diseases and the unsanitary 
conditions in which many 
families lived. At twenty-
six years of age, she began 
organizing Mother’s Work 
Clubs. These clubs provided 
assistance and education to 
families, in order to reduce 
disease and infant mortali-
ty. They raised money to buy 
medicine, and to hire wom-
en to work with families 
where disease and illnesses 
were present. Ann’s brother, 
Doctor James Reeves, was 
a medical doctor. He also 
helped Ann and the clubs 
with his knowledge and as-
sistance. Club members 
visited in homes to help 
educate mothers in matters 
of sanitation and diseases. 
Since there were no federal 
programs regulating dairy 

products in those days, the 
clubs developed programs 
to inspect milk for diseases 
and contaminants.
	 During the Civil War, 
West Virginia broke away 
from Virginia and remained 
loyal to the Union. It was at 
that time when West Virgin-
ia established itself as a sep-
arate state. Ann remained 
neutral during the war and 
she encouraged her clubs to 
do the same. She, and many 
club members, ministered 
to soldiers and families 
from both sides of the con-
flict. They fed and clothed 
Confederate and Union sol-
diers alike. They nursed sick 
soldiers from both sides, as 
Typhoid fever and measles 
broke out in the military 
camps. After the war ended, 
the clubs planned a “Moth-

er’s Friendship Day.” 
	 The purpose of this 
special event was to bring 
friends and family members 
who had been divided by the 
war, back together in peace-
ful harmony.
	 Ann Marie Jarvis died on 
May 8th, 1905. Contrary to 
rumors, Mother’s Day was 
not started by the greeting 
card companies or florists. 
After she died, Ann Marie 
Jarvis’ daughter, Anna Jar-
vis, persuaded her church, 
Andrews Methodist Epis-
copal Church, in Grafton, 
West Virginia, to celebrate a 
special day on May 10, 1908, 
honoring all mothers. The 
date was actually near the 
anniversary of her mother’s 
death. After that, she began 
a campaign to establish a 
national Mother’s Day. She, 

along with several others, 
began a letter writing cam-
paign to ministers, busi-
nessmen, and politicians, to 
establish a holiday. Finally, 
in 1914, President Woodrow 
Wilson, made the official 
announcement proclaiming 
Mother’s Day as a national 
observance, to be held each 
year on the second Sunday 
of May.
	 I was blessed to have a 
good, godly mother, who 
loved her children dearly. 
Thank you to my mom, to 
Ann Jarvis, Anna Jarvis, 
and to all good and loving 
mothers everywhere. Happy 
Mother’s Day.

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-745-0588 (office) or 
334-728-5514 (cell).

Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

Tribune Files from Yesteryear
From The Files Of 1954

The residence of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clyde Jones was com-
pletely destroyed by fire on 
Saturday.
	 The recent winner of 
the Cullman County Rural 
Improvement Program was 
the Grandview Community. 
Those attending the state 
dinner in Birmingham on 
Monday night were: Asa 
Blalock- president, Henry 
M o b l e y - v i c e - p r e s i d e n t , 
Mrs. J.C. Mobley-secretary, 
H.G. Pinkston-County 
Agent and Mrs. Mary Sue 
Tillery-Home Demonstra-
tion Agent.
	 Cullman barber, Leo 
Hamrick is under an oxy-
gen tent at the hospital after 
suffering a heart attack at 
the shop.

	 There are 213 known 
cases of tuberculosis in 
Cullman County.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Earl Chan-
dler had a daughter, Aman-
da Elise born on December 
11th.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Weaver 
Sinyard, of Guthery’s Cross-
roads traveled to Mobile to 
visit their daughter, Kath-
leen (Mrs. Kermit Bailey) 
and to Biloxi, Mississippi to 
visit another daughter, Mar-
tha Jo (Mrs. C.J. McMurry – 
Airman Second Class).
	 Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Patterson celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary 
on Sunday, December 12th 
at their home.
	 Their children are sons: 
Amos, of Jacksonville, 
Florida, Bertis, of Birming-

ham and Grady, Gladis and 
Curtis, all of Cullman and 
daughters: Mrs. Grady El-
lard, Mrs. James Speigle 
and Mrs. Clyde Smith, all of 
Cullman.
	 Pine Hill Farm, the 160 
acre farm belonging to Joe 
C. Sapp, was last week’s mys-
tery farm.
	 The first person to 
identify it was Mrs. Grover 
Wood. The next three were 
Charles Waldrop, Bud Craw-
ford and Isabell Abbott.
	 Mr. Sapp bought the 
farm, located on Route One, 
Cullman, in the Grandview 
Community, nine years ago, 
from Hane Windsor.
	 It was settled in 1885 
and for years was known as 
the Howard Farm. Mr. Sapp 
chose its name because of 

a 60 acre hillside covered 
with pine trees.
	 Purebred Guernsey cat-
tle and grade A milk are pro-
duced on the farm. It has a 
95 acre permanent pasture, 
which has been planted, fer-
tilized and maintained in 
cooperation with the Soil 
Conservation Service and 
help of the County Agent. 
	 Mr. Sapp has the only 
airplane landing field in 
this section. He has his own 
plane, which he keeps there. 
He lets the public use his 
field.
	 The owner of Pine Hill 
Farm is a director of the Ala-
bama Guernsey Cattle Club 
and Cullman County Guern-
sey Cattle Club, member of 
H.D.L.A., Farm Bureau and 
Rotary Club. He is a Meth-

odist, Mason and Shriner.
	 Living on the Sapp Farm 
are Mr. and Mrs. C.R. Brown, 
who have four children, 
John Wayne, Dorothy, Jan-
ice and Dale.
	 Funeral services for Doc-
tor J.C. Gladney, 59, who had 
practiced medicine in Walk-
er County for the past 31 
years, were held at 2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday at the First Meth-
odist Church in Jasper.
	 The Reverend Tillman 
Sprouse and the Reverend 
Hallmark officiated.
	 Doctor Gladney suffered 
a heart attack and died early 
Monday morning. He had 
been up most of the night 
tending a patient.
	 A native of Hanceville, 
Doctor Gladney graduated 
from the University of Ala-

bama and from Jefferson 
Medical College at Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania. He was 
a member of Phi Chi Medi-
cal Fraternity and Omicron 
Delta Kappa, leadership 
honorary.
	 Doctor Gladney served 
overseas as a Navy Lieuten-
ant during World War I.
	 He was active in the 
Walker County and Alabama 
Medical Societies. He was 
chairman of the board of 
trustees of Walker College 
and was on the staff of Peo-
ple’s Hospital.
	 Survivors include: his 
widow, Mrs. Odell Bright 
Gladney, a native of Cull-
man; a daughter, Mrs. Jeff 
Bagwell, of Birmingham and 
two grandsons, Clifford and 
Jeff Bagwell, Junior. 
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	 Rupture of an abdominal aortic aneurysm is one of the most 
dramatic medical emergencies a person can face. It usually strikes 
without warning, killing approximately 50 percent of those who 
experience it before they reach a hospital. Of those who do get to a 
health facility alive, only about 50 percent survive. When diagnosed 
through screening, aortic aneurysms are carefully monitored for signs 
of enlargement and surgical intervention often is needed to prevent 
rupture of the vessel. Now, researchers have found that patients 
who took cholesterol-lowering statins before endovascular surgery 

experienced fewer complications and better outcomes. 
***

	 A new study published in The Lancet Neurology tested two generic 
versions of lamotrigine, a drug widely used for the treatment of 
epilepsy and found no detectable difference in clinical effects among 

patients in the trial.
***

	 The U.S. Food and  Drug Administration has approved   Genvoya 
(a fixed-dose combination tablet containing elvitegravir, cobicistat, 
emtricitabine and tenofovir alafenamide) as a complete regimen for 
the treatment of HIV-1 infection in adults and pediatric patients 12 
years of age and older. The CDC estimates that 1.2 million persons 
ages 13 years and older are living with HIV infection and that more 
than another 150,000 persons in this age range have HIV, but are 
unaware of their infection. Over the past decade, the number of 
people living with HIV has increased, while the annual number of 

new HIV infections has remained relatively stable.
***

Presented as a service to the community by
Hospital Discount Pharmacy.

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Keith and Hoagy Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale - Thursday 8:30 a.m. 

The
Culman Tribune 

Subscribe to 
The Cullman 
Tribune today 
and have it 
delivered to 
your door!

Annual Subscriptions

In County - $40
•	 Senior Citizens - $37
Out of County - $50
•	 Senior Citizens - $46

Send checks to
219 2nd Ave. SE

Cullman, AL 35055
256-739-1351

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

 

 
 

RUN DATES: MAY 11 AND 18 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on June 26th, 2017 at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin 
Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this time anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in opposition to the adoption of 
Ordinance No. 2017-16 (set forth in full below) will be given an opportunity to be heard. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017 – 16 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2004-03 AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, TO RE-ZONE CERTAIN PARCELS OF 

PROPERTY AS SET FORTH HEREIN 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:   
1.  Under the authority of Chapter 52, Articles 1 through 4, Section 11-52-1 through Section 11-52-84, Code of Alabama 1975, as amended, and specifically Sections 
11-52-77 and at the request of property owner, Rodney Kinney, the following describe the tract or parcel of land, to-wit:  
PPIN: 010978.  PARCEL: 17-02-09-1-017-003.000. ADDRESS: 1006 Second Avenue NW, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  
DESCRIPTION: Beginning at a point 350 feet West of the East line of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 9, Township 10 South, Range 3 West, 
which point is also the Northeast Corner of the four acres of land brought by T.L. Humphrey and running in a Northwesterly direction along the railroad tract (right of way) 
185 feet to a point of beginning; thence continue running in a Northwesterly direction along said railroad tract 185 feet; thence run West 305 feet; thence in a Southeasterly 
direction 185 feet, thence run East 305 feet to the point of beginning.  Situated in the city limits of Cullman, Alabama, and lying and being in Cullman County, State of 
Alabama, designated as M-1 Manufacturing District on the Zoning Map of the City of Cullman, Alabama, under Ordinances No. 2004-03 and as may be reflected in any 
comprehensive master plan for the City of Cullman, Alabama, be, and is hereby changed from M-1 Manufacturing District to B-2 Business District. 
2.  That this ordinance be published at least once a week for two consecutive weeks in advance of its final passage in a newspaper with general circulation within the City 
of Cullman, Alabama, the first publication of said notice and ordinance being verbatim and the second publication either verbatim or synopsized, with the last publication 
being at least 15 days prior to the date set for public hearing and passage of said ordinance. 
3.  That a public hearing be held relative to the passage of this ordinance on the 26th day of June, 2017 at 7:00 o’clock p.m., at which time interested parties and citizens 
shall have the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance and any changes relating thereto. 
4.  That all notices as required by law be given by the City Clerk concerning said public hearing, and in addition thereto, a certified letter be sent by the Clerk to all 
contiguous property owners at their last known addresses as shown by the tax records for the City of Cullman, Alabama. 
5.  That upon final passage of this ordinance, all zoning maps, master comprehensive plans or any other documents of the City of Cullman, Alabama, in conflict with this 
ordinance be and are hereby changed and amended to reflect the changes and amendments herein. 
6.  Should any part or portion of this ordinance be held invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional, for whatever reason, by a court of competent jurisdiction, such ruling 
shall not affect any other part or portion of this ordinance. 
7.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage or adoption as required by law, including notice, publication and public hearing, all in 
accordance with Section 11-52-1, et seq., Code of Alabama 1975, as amended. 
          Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk  
 
 

RUN DATES: MAY 11, 18 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on June 26th, 2017 at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin 
Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this time anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in opposition to the adoption of 
Ordinance No. 2017-17 (set forth in full below) will be given an opportunity to be heard. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017 – 17 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2004-03 AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, TO RE-ZONE CERTAIN PARCELS OF 

PROPERTY AS SET FORTH HEREIN 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:   
1.  Under the authority of Chapter 52, Articles 1 through 4, Section 11-52-1 through Section 11-52-84, Code of Alabama 1975, as amended, and specifically Sections 
11-52-77 and at the request of property owner, Judy Shannon, the following describe the tract or parcel of land, to-wit:  
PPIN: 022332. PARCEL: 17-05-16-1-021-002.000. ADDRESS: A vacant lot at the southeast corner of 3rd Street SW & Denson Avenue SW.  
DESCRIPTION: Lots Number 7 and 8 in Block Number 21 in Musgrove’s Addition to Cullman, Alabama, known as West Cullman, as the same is shown on the recorded 
map or plat of said addition in the office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Subject to a 10-foot-wide right-of-way easement across the West side of the 
above described lots. For source of title, see Deed Book 352, Page 339, and the Last Will and Testament of Roy Wendell Speegle.  Situated in the city limits of Cullman, 
Alabama, and lying and being in Cullman County, State of Alabama, designated as CBD Central Business District on the Zoning Map of the City of Cullman, Alabama, 
under Ordinances No. 2004-03 and as may be reflected in any comprehensive master plan for the City of Cullman, Alabama, be, and is hereby changed from CBD Central 
Business District to R-4 Residential District. 
2.  That this ordinance be published at least once a week for two consecutive weeks in advance of its final passage in a newspaper with general circulation within the City 
of Cullman, Alabama, the first publication of said notice and ordinance being verbatim and the second publication either verbatim or synopsized, with the last publication 
being at least 15 days prior to the date set for public hearing and passage of said ordinance. 
3.  That a public hearing be held relative to the passage of this ordinance on the 26th day of June, 2017 at 7:00 o’clock p.m., at which time interested parties and citizens 
shall have the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance and any changes relating thereto. 
4.  That all notices as required by law be given by the City Clerk concerning said public hearing, and in addition thereto, a certified letter be sent by the Clerk to all 
contiguous property owners at their last known addresses as shown by the tax records for the City of Cullman, Alabama. 
5.  That upon final passage of this ordinance, all zoning maps, master comprehensive plans or any other documents of the City of Cullman, Alabama, in conflict with this 
ordinance be and are hereby changed and amended to reflect the changes and amendments herein. 
6.  Should any part or portion of this ordinance be held invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional, for whatever reason, by a court of competent jurisdiction, such ruling 
shall not affect any other part or portion of this ordinance. 
7.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage or adoption as required by law, including notice, publication and public hearing, all in 
accordance with Section 11-52-1, et seq., Code of Alabama 1975, as amended. 
          Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk  
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The Mortgage Center
"Home Mortgages Are Our Only Business"

• Purchases ~ Up to 100%
• Conventional, FHA, VA and USDA
• Refinances
• Consolidations/Home Improvements
• Reverse Mortgages
• LOCAL Lender

www.themortgagecenterinc.comApply Online

Call us Today!
(256) 734-6193

NMLS#181775

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

Lions Club International President 
visits Cullman, cuts ribbon on 
renovated Stiefelmeyer Park
CULLMAN – Lions Club 
International President 
Bob Corlew and his wife 
Diane were welcomed 
to Cullman recently by 
the Cullman Lions Club, 
Cullman Community 
Lions Club and Cullman 
Mayor Woody Jacobs, as 
well as Cullman City Parks 
and Recreation (CP&R) 
Director Nathan Anderson 
and representatives of the 
Cullman Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  It was the first 
time a sitting Lions Club 
International president has 
visited the city.
	 While in town, Corlew, 
who was escorted by 
Cullman Community 
Lion Ron Seybold, visited 
the Cullman County 
Fairgrounds, where the 
Cullman Lions host the 
annual Cullman County 
Fair, and Field of Miracles 
sports complex. 
	 At his last stop on the 
tour, he cut the ribbon 
to officially reopen 
the recently renovated 
Stiefelmeyer Park.  
	 Anderson explained, 
“The Lions Club contributed 
the money to build this 
playground in Stiefelmeyer 
Park.
	 "Today we have the 
International Lions Club 
President in town, so the 
local Lions Club decided 
to come together and 
have a ribbon cutting 
commemorating the park. 
It’s one of my favorites; 
there’s a lot of land here, but 
because it’s narrow, you can 
put little play features in 
here and it feels intimate.  
We were able to put a small-
scale playground, perfect in 
size for the land.  
	 “Even though we placed 
it, we could still get a disc 
golf course out here.  If you 
look on the perimeter, you’ll 
see four disc golf baskets 
that you can creatively play 
as nine holes or 18 holes.  
We did lay out something 
with the local disc golf 
association, so when we 
were laying out the baskets, 
we thought like a disc golf 
enthusiast.
	 “We also have soccer 
teams that come out here 
to practice.  We have the 
pavilion and added a grill, 
so that families could have a 
neighborhood get-together 
or a family gathering. You 
can get out here and throw 

a ball. You can get out here 
if you’re into golf and have 
some fun with the chipper, 
play football, soccer.  It’s just 
a great little neighborhood 
park.”
	 When Corlew arrived, 
he was greeted by a strong 
contingent of local Lions, 
and paused to have his 
picture taken with members 
of the local Leo Club, a Lions 
Club youth auxiliary.

He also took a moment 
to speak to The Tribune 
about his visit: 
“I love your city.  This is not 
my first time in Cullman; it’s 
my first time here on Lions’ 

business, but I’ve been 
through Cullman a number 
of times.  It’s beautiful; 
the people are so warm, so 
friendly.  It’s just great to be 
here.”

Cullman Lions Club 
President Barry Willingham 
introduced Corlew, and 
later Jacobs presented the 
international president and 
his wife a certificate naming 
them honorary citizens of 
Cullman.

Corlew addressed the 
audience:
“Lions is such a great 
organization.  This year, 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

serving as your international 
president, that message has 
been driven home to me over 
and over and over again.  
And it’s being driven home 
to me again today by you, the 
Lions here in Cullman.
	 "It has been so great 
for me to see the work that 
you are doing to help your 
community.  I had said 
earlier today, I wish we had 
a Lions Club just like yours 
in every community all over 
the world, because you folks 
are truly outstanding and I 
so appreciate the work that 
you’re doing.
	 “You, of course, are 
doing so much work for 

your community.  You have 
contributed so many hours 
to your community, but I’ll 
tell you, in all honesty, your 
work is not unique; because 
this year, just since last July, 
Lions around the world 
have donated more than 32 
million hours of their time 
working on projects to help 
their communities. In fact, 
this year we have recognized 
as one of our themes, ‘Where 
there’s a need, there’s a 
Lion.’ 
	 "And in order to make 
that theme truly a reality, we 
have recognized that every 
community has needs. And 
thus we have worked hard 

this year to build new Lions 
Clubs in new communities, 
so that in every community 
around the world there’ll be 
a Lions Club to meet those 
needs.
	 “The reason that we’ve 
been excited to start new 
clubs, and the reason we’ve 
been excited to have new 
members come into our 
organization is because, 
statistically, on average with 
every new Lion who joins us, 
70 people are benefited in 
our communities. That’s the 
reason we want to continue 
to grow, and that’s the 
reason we want to continue 
to serve.”

Pepsi Cola 
Distributing Company 

205	Olive	St.	SW,		Cullman,	AL			256-734-9454 

BRING IN THIS AD

Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055
256-734-7151 • CullmanDentist.com

"We treat you like family."

SINGLE VISIT
DIGITAL CROWNS



We offer a wide variety of Dental Services:
Teeth Whitening • Porcelain Veneers • Digital X-Ray • Intra-Oral Cameras 

• Partials • Implant Restorations • Dentures • Root Canal Procedures

SINGLE VISIT DIGITAL CROWNS

Now Offering Dental Implant Placement
Using 3D X-Rays and software, we are able to accurately place IMPLANTS here in the office.

What does this mean for you?
Implants replace missing teeth and enable you to wear dentures without adhesive

Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • CullmanDentist.com

"We treat you like family."

Jonathan Echols, D.M.D., P.C. • Ashley Holladay, D.M.D.

Jim Cheatham
Sales Manager
jim@belowcarclinic.com
Phone: 256-841-6881
Fax: 256-841-6885
belowcarclinic.com

"We are the obvious 
choice. You'd be 

crazy to buy a vehicle 
from anyone else."

1645 2nd Ave NW • Cullman, Alabama 35055

WSCC's Walker recognized 
at CMA Music Teachers of 
Excellence ceremony

HANCEVILLE – Dr. Jim 
Walker, the first director of 
music programs at Wallace 
State Community College 
was honored recently by the 
Country Music Association 
(CMA) Foundation at its 
CMA Music Teachers of 
Excellence ceremony, 
hosted by Little Big Town.
	 Jimi Westbrook, an 
alumnus of Wallace State, 
is a member of the award-
winning music group with 
roots in Alabama.  Walker 
was a surprise guest for 
the artist, chosen by 
Westbrook’s sister because 
of the influence Walker had 
on him during his years in 
the music program.
	 Walker said about 
500 people attended the 
event, with more than 30 
music educators honored 
with grants from the 
CMA Foundation. “Over 
the last several years, 
the CMA Foundation has 
contributed $17.5 million to 
music teachers, primarily 
elementary and high school 

teachers,” Walker said.
	 Walker’s appearance, 
along with three other 
teachers who influenced 
the band members, was 
organized as a surprise for 
the band members. “They 
did not know we were 
there,” Walker said. “Jimi’s 
family was responsible for 
me being there.
	 “It was really quite 
an honor,” Walker said of 
his being asked to attend 
the event. Walker and his 
wife, Cindy, dined with 
Westbrook and the other 
Little Big Town members 
during the event.
	 “These are the music 
teachers that shaped and 
changed our lives,” the band 
wrote on their Facebook 
page after the event.
	 Westbrook attended 
Wallace State from 1990-
1992, and was recruited 
by Walker after the music 
director at Westbrook’s 
church told Walker about 
him. From Wallace State, 
Walker said Westbrook 
went to Lee University in 
Cleveland, Tenn.
	 “I kind of lost track of 

him for four or five years…
and then all of a sudden, 
Little Big Town was formed,” 
Walker said. “Karen 
(Fairchild) and Kimberly 
(Schlapman) were students 
at Samford, of course — that 
was my alma mater.” Phillip 
Sweet is the band’s fourth 
member.
	 Asked to provide a 
comment about Westbrook, 
Walker said, “Jimi, from the 
very beginning, had not only 
the voice, but he had a stage 
presence about him and an 
ability to communicate. It 
didn’t matter whether it 
was here, in concert choir or 
singers, or if it was in church 
choir – he sang in my church 
choir at St. John’s – it didn’t 
matter what venue it was, 
he had that unique ability to 
communicate.”
	 “It’s such a thrill to see 
your students succeed,” 
Walker added. “I’ve got 
a former student who’s a 
music director at a church 
in Nashville who came by 
the house this weekend. It’s 
such a thrill to see these 
students excel in their 
careers.”

Gail Crutchfield
WSCC

HAPPY
MOTHER'S DAY

from Vincent Furniture

all in stock merchandise

30%
OFF

Vincent Furniture
116 3rd St. SE • Cullman

256-739-2612

OPEN 9-5 MON - SAT
6 & 12 mo. same as cash available*

*WAC 
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GET A GREAT 
RATE ON YOUR 

NEXT LEGAL

CALL 256-739-1351 
OR EMAIL ROBIN@

CULLMANSENSE.COM TODAY

COMMUNITY MATTERS
Auto Legal Notice Format 
 

Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby give to all owners, secured parties and lienholders of the following 
described motor vehicles, which I have a right to sell at public auction, to the highest 
bidder, in accordance with the State of Alabama abandoned motor vehicle law, Statues, 
Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-80: 
   2001 Ford Ranger, Vin. #1FTYR14U61TA62269. 
   This vehicle will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at Lucas Auto Repair and 
Restoration, 10271 US Highway 31, Hanceville, Alabama 35077, on Monday, June 12, 
2017, at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby give to all owners, secured parties and lienholders of 
the following described motor vehicles, which I have a right to sell at 
public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance with the State of 
Alabama abandoned vehicle law, Statues, Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 
32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-80. 
   2008 Nissan Altima, VIN # 1N4AL21E98N481923 
   2004 Chrysler Sebring, VIN # 1C3EL65R74N274154 
   These vehicles will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at Smith’s 
Body Shop and Wrecker Service, LLC, 11597 US Highway 278 East, 
Holly Pond, Alabama, 35083, on Monday, June 5, 2017, at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed on 
January 6, 2004 by Michael Wayne Yeager, a married man, to EvaBank, 
which said mortgage is recorded in Book 1364, Page 431 in the  Probate 
Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and default continuing, and by 
virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the following 
described property will be sold at public outcry, for cash, to the highest 
bidder, in front of the Courthouse door of said County, in Cullman, 
Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on May 18, 2017: 
 
Commencing at the Southeast corner of the West half of the Northeast 
Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 15, Township 9 South, 
Range 1 West, Cullman County. Alabama; thence along the twenty line 
North a distance of 528 feet to the point of beginning. thence North 792 
feet to a point; thence West 330 feet to a point; thence South 792 feet to a 
point; thence East 330 feet to the point of beginning, containing 6.0 acres 
more or less, lying and being in Cullman County. Alabama. 
 
LESS AND EXCEPT: An easement for ingress and egress purposes 
being approximately twenty (20) feet evenly off the East margin of the 
aforementioned property. 
 
 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt and cost of 
foreclosure. 
 
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-April 27, May 4, 11, 2017 

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed on 
October 10, 2008 by Chris Yeager, a married man, to EvaBank, which 
said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 1578, Page 977 in the  Probate 
Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and default continuing, and by 
virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the following 
described property will be sold at public outcry, for cash, to the highest 
bidder, in front of the Courthouse door of said County, in Cullman, 
Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on June 1, 2017: 
 
Part of the South ½ of the Northwest ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 20, 
Township 9 South, Range 1 West, more particularly described as follows: 
Commence at an iron and cap in the road at the Northwest corner of 
Section 20, Township 9 South, Range 1 West, Cullman County, 
Alabama; thence run along the section line South 00 degrees 27 minutes 
20 seconds West (Alabama West Zone Grid Bearing) for a distance of 
659.71 feet to an iron and cap in the center of County Road 1583; thence 
continue South 00 degrees 27 minutes 20 seconds West for a distance of 
295.18 feet to an iron and cap in the center of County Road 1583 for the 
Point of Beginning; thence North 89 degrees 46 minutes 20 seconds East 
for a distance of 295.06 feet to an iron and cap found; thence North 00 
degrees 29 minutes 40 seconds East for a distance of 295.18 feet to an 
iron and cap found; thence North 89 degrees 51 minutes 30 seconds East 
for a distance of 316.22 feet to an iron and cap found; 
thence North 89 degrees 49 minutes 10 seconds East for a distance of 
710.62 feet to an iron rebar found; thence South 00 degrees 43 minutes 
00 seconds West for a distance of 576.07 feet to an iron and cap found on 
the North right-of-way of Alabama Highway 69; thence along said right 
of way North 89 degrees 45 minutes 50 seconds West for a distance of 
1319.43 feet to a point on said County Road 1583, thence North 00 
degrees 27 minutes 30 seconds East for a distance of 271.20 feet to the 
Point of Beginning. 
Subject to prescriptive right of way for County Road 1583. 
Source of Title/Description: Deed Book 579, Page 959. 
 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt and cost of 
foreclosure. 
 
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-May 11, 18, 25, 2017 
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CLASSIFIEDS
AUCTIONS

2 COMMERCIAL LOTS, 
Arab, AL. 1764 Brindlee 
Mountain Parkway. Thurs-
day, May 18 at 12pm. www.
hortonauction.com, 1-256-
536-7497, Scott Huber, 
AL5284, Horton Auction & 
Real Estate.

MULTI-PROPERTY AUC-
TION. Thursday, May 18. 
3 Commercial Buildings, 1 
Commercial Lot & 2 Resi-
dential Lots. Ardmore, AL/
TN. Mickey Fowler ALSL466, 
1-866-293-0157 or www.
fowlerauction.com.

SERVICES
DONATE YOUR car to char-
ity. Receive maximum value 
of write off for your taxes. 
Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. 
Call for details. 1-844-810-
1257.

SWITCH TO DIRECTV. 
From $50/Month, includes 
free Genie HD/DVR & 3 
months HBO, Showtime, 
Cinemax, Starz. Get a $50 
Gift Card. Call 1-855-401-
5498.

WANT YOUR ad to be seen 
in 120 newspapers state-
wide? Place your ad in our 
Classified Network for just 
$210 per week! Make one call 
to this newspaper (a partici-
pating ALA-SCAN member) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to ad-
vertise statewide!

HELP WANTED
DRIVERS $1,000 SIGN-
ON bonus! Holiday & vaca-
tion pay! Quality home time! 
BC/BS Medical/Dental/
Prescription Insurance. Re-
gional and OTR lanes. Call 
1-800-580-2205 x1 for more 
information. https://www.
mycdlapp.com/8hf1xj.

$1,000 SIGN-ON bonus! 
Holiday & vacation pay! 
Quality home time! BC/BS 
Medical/Dental/Prescrip-
tion Insurance. Regional and 
OTR lanes. Call 1-800-580-
2205 x1 for more informa-
tion. https://www.mycdlapp.
com/8hf1xj.

DRIVER TRAINEES Need-
ed Now! Company Spon-
sored, No Credit Check 
program available! Home 
Weekly & Over the Road op-
tions. Everyone Approved if 
Qualified. Call 1-800-878-
2546.

DRIVER TRAINEES need-
ed! Learn to drive for Stevens 
Transport! No experience 
needed! New drivers can 
earn $900+ per week! Paid 
CDL training! Stevens cov-
ers all costs! 1-205-650-4813. 
drive4stevens.com.

THE DAILY Sentinel 
(Scottsboro, Al) is seeking 
a dynamic, motivated, self-
starter to join our award-
winning advertising sales 
team. The Sentinel is a 5-day 
daily newspaper serving 
beautiful Jackson County in 
the far northeast corner of 
Alabama. Scottsboro is locat-
ed on Lake Guntersville, and 
we’re conveniently situated 
between Chattanooga and 
Huntsville. We’re privately 
owned by Southern Newspa-
pers, Inc., a Houston-based 
company that owns and 
operates 16 newspapers in 
Texas, Alabama and Tennes-
see. The ideal candidate will 
have 2+ years of sales experi-
ence, preferably in print ad-
vertising. In addition to our 

core product we also offer a 
host of glossy, niche publica-
tions, digital platforms, and a 
variety of other tools to help 
our customers achieve their 
goals. If you’re looking for a 
8-5 job this isn’t the place for 
you. If, however, you’re in-
terested in helping us reach 
our financial goals so we can 
help you reach yours then we 
definitely want to hear from 
you. This is a full-time, out-
side sales job with competi-
tive salary/commission and 
full benefits including vaca-
tion and sick leave, 401(k), 
medical/dental vision in-
surance and short and long-
term disability. If you think 
you have what it takes to be-
come a star within our com-
pany please send resume to 
brad.shurett@thedailysenti-
nel.com.

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

ARE YOU in big trouble with 
the IRS? Stop wage & bank 
levies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, 
& resolve tax debt fast. Call 
1-855-787-1656.

HAVE 10K in debt? National 
Debt Relief is rated A-Plus 
with the BBB. You could be 
debt free in 24-48 months. 
Call 1-888-774-9191 now for a 
free debt evaluation.

FOR SALE
CHURCH FURNITURE: 
Does your church need 
pews, pulpit set, baptistery, 
steeple, windows? Big sale 
on new cushioned pews and 
pew chairs. 1-800-231-8360. 
www.pews1.com.

DIGITAL HEARING aids 
- Now offering a 45-day risk 
free offer! Free batteries for 
life! Call to start your free 
trial! 1-866-960-5928.

SAWMILLS FROM only 
$4397.00. Make & save mon-
ey with your own bandmill 
- cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! Free 
info/DVD: www.Norwood-
Sawmills.com. 1-800-578-
1363 ext. 300N.

WALK-IN-TUBS - Save 
$1500 if you own your own 
home & its value is $100k+ 
free heated seat ($600 value) 
- America’s favorite brand! 
Call 1-855-886-4478.

MEDICAL
CANADA DRUG Center: 
Safe, affordable medica-
tions. Licensed mail order 
pharmacy. SAVE up to 75%! 
Get $10.00 off your first pre-
scription. Free shipping! Call 
1-844-765-6480.

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The all-new 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! Free 
info kit: 1-844-264-9500.

 Drivers, CDL-A: 
Home EVERY weekend! 

Dedicated Southeast! Walk Away 
Lease, No Money Down. Drivers 

average $1,500/wk. 
855-971-8522 

 Drivers, CDL-A: 
Excellent Medical Benefits. Great 

Family Home Time. Bonuses. 
Rider Program. No-Touch. Drive 

Newer Equipment. One Year 
Experience. 

855-842-8498 

 

 
 

RUN DATES: MAY 11 AND 18 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on June 26th, 2017 at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin 
Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this time anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in opposition to the adoption of 
Ordinance No. 2017-16 (set forth in full below) will be given an opportunity to be heard. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017 – 16 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2004-03 AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, TO RE-ZONE CERTAIN PARCELS OF 

PROPERTY AS SET FORTH HEREIN 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:   
1.  Under the authority of Chapter 52, Articles 1 through 4, Section 11-52-1 through Section 11-52-84, Code of Alabama 1975, as amended, and specifically Sections 
11-52-77 and at the request of property owner, Rodney Kinney, the following describe the tract or parcel of land, to-wit:  
PPIN: 010978.  PARCEL: 17-02-09-1-017-003.000. ADDRESS: 1006 Second Avenue NW, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  
DESCRIPTION: Beginning at a point 350 feet West of the East line of the Southeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 9, Township 10 South, Range 3 West, 
which point is also the Northeast Corner of the four acres of land brought by T.L. Humphrey and running in a Northwesterly direction along the railroad tract (right of way) 
185 feet to a point of beginning; thence continue running in a Northwesterly direction along said railroad tract 185 feet; thence run West 305 feet; thence in a Southeasterly 
direction 185 feet, thence run East 305 feet to the point of beginning.  Situated in the city limits of Cullman, Alabama, and lying and being in Cullman County, State of 
Alabama, designated as M-1 Manufacturing District on the Zoning Map of the City of Cullman, Alabama, under Ordinances No. 2004-03 and as may be reflected in any 
comprehensive master plan for the City of Cullman, Alabama, be, and is hereby changed from M-1 Manufacturing District to B-2 Business District. 
2.  That this ordinance be published at least once a week for two consecutive weeks in advance of its final passage in a newspaper with general circulation within the City 
of Cullman, Alabama, the first publication of said notice and ordinance being verbatim and the second publication either verbatim or synopsized, with the last publication 
being at least 15 days prior to the date set for public hearing and passage of said ordinance. 
3.  That a public hearing be held relative to the passage of this ordinance on the 26th day of June, 2017 at 7:00 o’clock p.m., at which time interested parties and citizens 
shall have the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance and any changes relating thereto. 
4.  That all notices as required by law be given by the City Clerk concerning said public hearing, and in addition thereto, a certified letter be sent by the Clerk to all 
contiguous property owners at their last known addresses as shown by the tax records for the City of Cullman, Alabama. 
5.  That upon final passage of this ordinance, all zoning maps, master comprehensive plans or any other documents of the City of Cullman, Alabama, in conflict with this 
ordinance be and are hereby changed and amended to reflect the changes and amendments herein. 
6.  Should any part or portion of this ordinance be held invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional, for whatever reason, by a court of competent jurisdiction, such ruling 
shall not affect any other part or portion of this ordinance. 
7.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage or adoption as required by law, including notice, publication and public hearing, all in 
accordance with Section 11-52-1, et seq., Code of Alabama 1975, as amended. 
          Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk  
 
 

RUN DATES: MAY 11, 18 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on June 26th, 2017 at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin 
Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this time anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in opposition to the adoption of 
Ordinance No. 2017-17 (set forth in full below) will be given an opportunity to be heard. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017 – 17 
AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2004-03 AND THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, TO RE-ZONE CERTAIN PARCELS OF 

PROPERTY AS SET FORTH HEREIN 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS:   
1.  Under the authority of Chapter 52, Articles 1 through 4, Section 11-52-1 through Section 11-52-84, Code of Alabama 1975, as amended, and specifically Sections 
11-52-77 and at the request of property owner, Judy Shannon, the following describe the tract or parcel of land, to-wit:  
PPIN: 022332. PARCEL: 17-05-16-1-021-002.000. ADDRESS: A vacant lot at the southeast corner of 3rd Street SW & Denson Avenue SW.  
DESCRIPTION: Lots Number 7 and 8 in Block Number 21 in Musgrove’s Addition to Cullman, Alabama, known as West Cullman, as the same is shown on the recorded 
map or plat of said addition in the office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Subject to a 10-foot-wide right-of-way easement across the West side of the 
above described lots. For source of title, see Deed Book 352, Page 339, and the Last Will and Testament of Roy Wendell Speegle.  Situated in the city limits of Cullman, 
Alabama, and lying and being in Cullman County, State of Alabama, designated as CBD Central Business District on the Zoning Map of the City of Cullman, Alabama, 
under Ordinances No. 2004-03 and as may be reflected in any comprehensive master plan for the City of Cullman, Alabama, be, and is hereby changed from CBD Central 
Business District to R-4 Residential District. 
2.  That this ordinance be published at least once a week for two consecutive weeks in advance of its final passage in a newspaper with general circulation within the City 
of Cullman, Alabama, the first publication of said notice and ordinance being verbatim and the second publication either verbatim or synopsized, with the last publication 
being at least 15 days prior to the date set for public hearing and passage of said ordinance. 
3.  That a public hearing be held relative to the passage of this ordinance on the 26th day of June, 2017 at 7:00 o’clock p.m., at which time interested parties and citizens 
shall have the opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance and any changes relating thereto. 
4.  That all notices as required by law be given by the City Clerk concerning said public hearing, and in addition thereto, a certified letter be sent by the Clerk to all 
contiguous property owners at their last known addresses as shown by the tax records for the City of Cullman, Alabama. 
5.  That upon final passage of this ordinance, all zoning maps, master comprehensive plans or any other documents of the City of Cullman, Alabama, in conflict with this 
ordinance be and are hereby changed and amended to reflect the changes and amendments herein. 
6.  Should any part or portion of this ordinance be held invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional, for whatever reason, by a court of competent jurisdiction, such ruling 
shall not affect any other part or portion of this ordinance. 
7.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage or adoption as required by law, including notice, publication and public hearing, all in 
accordance with Section 11-52-1, et seq., Code of Alabama 1975, as amended. 
          Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk  

RUN DATE MAY 11 
ORDINANCE NO. 2017 - 13 

TO AMEND ORDINANCE NO. 2011-09, AS AMENDED IN ORDINANCE NO. 2012-03, ORDINANCE NO. 2013-01, ORDINANCE NO. 2015-32, TO 
PROVIDE FURTHER FOR THE REGULATION OF THE SALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN THE CITY OF 

CULLMAN, ALABAMA, PROVIDING LICENSING PROCEDURES AND ESTABLISHING PUNISHMENT FOR VIOLATIONS 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN AS FOLLOWS:  
Section 1.  Sec. 4-33 Definitions.   
The definition for Restaurant Class III (Food Hall), Food Vendor and Alcohol Vendor are hereby added as follows: 
Restaurant, Class III (Food Hall): A reputable place licensed as a cooperative of 3 or more restaurants located on the same premises sharing the same dining area with 
not less than 3 separate restaurant vendors each having their own separate storage, refrigeration, preparation and cooking facilities certified by the Cullman County 
Health Department, operated by responsible persons of good reputation in which a diversified selection of food and refreshments with alcohol sales within the premises 
is offered for sale for consumption within the building premises on which the establishment is located that also meets the following requirements: 
1. A dining space containing 3,000 square feet or more on one floor in one room shall have a mandatory Class III designation. 
2. The dining room shall be equipped with tables and chairs accommodating at least 150 persons at one time and adequately air conditioned and heated as appropriate. 
3. All spaces of a Class III restaurant (food hall) must comply with the adopted building code occupancy requirements, fire and life safety codes. 
4. A minimum of three fully equipped and operational kitchens separate and apart from the dining area in which meals are prepared for consumption by the public and 
served in said dining area adjoining the kitchen area that is open and fully staffed during the same hours as any portion of the establishment that has been issued a food 
service certificate by the Cullman County Health Department and an alcohol license for the entire premises. 
5. The licensee and/or their food vendors shall maintain and operate at least two kitchens and shall, upon order of a customer, prepare and serve all food items shown on 
its menu during normal and reasonable business hours.  Exceptions shall be made where there is a known and provable shortage or temporary unavailable supply of a 
food item. 
6. Such place shall meet the minimum requirements for an Alabama Alcoholic Beverage Control Board on-premises license. 
7. The serving of food or meals shall constitute the principal business of such establishment with the serving of liquor, malt or brewed beverages, wines, or other 
alcoholic beverages being only an incidental part of the business.  During any 90-day period, the gross receipts from the serving of meals and food shall constitute at 
least 60% of the total gross receipts of the businesses located within the establishment.  The licensee of such establishment shall maintain daily cash register 
summaries from all the businesses located within the establishment differentiating the receipts for the sale of food and alcoholic beverages.  In addition, the licensee 
for such establishment shall maintain all invoices for the purchases of food and all types of alcoholic beverages and shall preserve such records for not less than three 
(3) years of all the businesses located within the establishment.  All such records shall be available for inspection and audit at the licensee’s premises within the City 
during regular business hours as the A.R.C., any elected official, or a duly authorized representative may request. 
Food Vendor shall mean an individually, licensed restaurant within a (Food Hall) Restaurant, Class III. 
Alcohol Vendor: An individually, licensed alcohol business licensed to sell on premises beer, wine or other alcoholic beverages within the entire Restaurant Class III 
(Food Hall) only during the hours that at least two or more food vendors are open for business with full menus within the licensed premises.   
A.  A licensee shall not be allowed to sell more than 40% of the gross receipts of all food vendor food sales combined during any one 90-day period. Failure to meet 
the minimum ratio will result in the suspension or revocation of the license to sell alcohol on the premises.  
B.  Nothing herein shall preclude the alcohol vendor from also being one or more of the food vendors within the Restaurant Class III (Food Hall). 
Section 2.  Sec. 4-34 Zoning. Restaurant Class III (Food Hall) May be located only in E-1 (Entertainment District) and CBD (Central Business District) within SE-1 
(Special Event) Overlay District. 
Section 3.  Sec. 4-35 Location of On-Premises Sales near Church, School, or Licensed Day Care is hereby replaced with the following: 
Sec. 4-35. Location of On-Premises Sales near Church, School, or Licensed Day Care 
1. When measuring from a church, school, or licensed child development facility, from the frame of the main entrance of the closest building in the church, school, or 
child development facility complex wherein an essential function or activity of the church, school, or licensed child development facility is carried on shall constitute 
the beginning point for measurement. When measuring from the facility or property, from the frame of the main entrance on the exterior wall entering the building 
occupied by the person seeking to sell alcoholic beverages shall be used for measurement purposes if the building is occupied solely by that person; otherwise, such 
measurement shall be made from the closest point of the person’s occupancy within the building in question. The method of measurement is a straight line from the 
aforementioned defined points.
2. On-Premises Sales:  
(A) In addition to all other regulations and restrictions, no facility or property located in CBD, B-1, B-3, E-1 and B-2 shall be authorized for on-premises sale of 
alcoholic beverages except for the following:  

i. Class I Restaurant licensed to sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption;  
ii. Class II Restaurant licensed to sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption;  

iii. Specialty wine and beer establishment;  
iv. Persons holding a special events retail license for on-premises consumption. 

(B)  In addition to all other regulations and restrictions, no facility or property located in CBD with SE-1 Overlay District shall be authorized for on-premises sale of 
alcoholic beverages except for the following: 

i. Class I Restaurant licensed to sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption;  
ii. Class II Restaurant licensed to sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption;  

iii. Specialty wine and beer establishment;  
iv. Persons holding a special events retail license for on-premises consumption; and 
v. Class III Restaurant (Food Hall) license to sell alcoholic beverages for on-premises consumption 

(C) In addition to all other regulations and restrictions, no club in a residential zone or in a planned development district not already established before the passage of 
this Ordinance shall be authorized for on-premises sale of alcoholic beverages unless the same has been recommended as a conditional use by the City of Cullman 
Planning Commission as may be required by the City of Cullman Zoning Ordinance and adopted by the City Council.  
(D) In addition to all other regulations and restrictions, and subject to exceptions contained in this section, no building shall be authorized for on-premises sale of 
alcoholic beverages where the facility or property is less than 250 feet from any church, public or private elementary, intermediate, middle, junior high, or high school, 
or licensed child development facility.  The aforesaid distance restriction in this subsection shall not apply in the following enumerated cases:  

i. Where the building is located in the CBD zoning district and the closest exterior wall of the building on the lot frontage is not less than 50 feet from the 
church, school, or licensed child development facility; 

ii. Where the church, school, or licensed child development facility was established after the licensed premises began operation and said operation has not 
been abandoned or discontinued for a period of 6 months;  

iii. Where the establishment upon the facility or property is a grocery store as defined herein. 
3. Off-Premises Sales:  
(A) In addition to all other regulations and restrictions, no facility or property located in E-1, B-1, B-3, and B-2 (with the exception of Alabama Beverage Control stores 
and retail liquor sales for off-premises consumption), shall be authorized for off-premises sale of alcoholic beverages except for the following:  

i. Convenience stores licensed to sell beer and/or table wine for off-premises consumption;  
ii. Grocery stores licensed to sell beer and/or table wine for off-premises consumption;  

iii. Specialty beverage stores with respect to beer and/or table wine;  
iv. Merchandise store with incidental table wine sales;  

v. Specialty wine and beer establishment; and  
vi. Persons holding a special events retail license for on-premises consumption.  

 
(B) In addition to all other regulations and restrictions and subject to the exceptions contained in this Subsection, no facility or property shall be authorized for 
off-premises sales of alcoholic beverages when the facility or property is less than 500 feet from any church, public or private elementary, intermediate, middle, junior 
high or high school, or licensed child development facility.  The aforesaid distance restriction in this Subsection shall apply in CBD, B-1, B-2 except Alcohol 
Beverage Control stores and retail liquor sales for off-premises consumption, but shall not apply in the following enumerated cases:  

(i) Where the facility or property is located in CBD zoning district and the facade on the lot frontage of the facility or property is not less than 50 feet from 
the church, school, or licensed child development facility;  
(ii) Where (1) the facility fronts a state highway or the property is separated from the church, school, or licensed child development facility by a street or 
highway having four or more traffic lanes, not including any lanes that are turning lanes, service lanes, and/or hazard lanes, (2) at least four of the traffic 
lanes that separate the licensed premises from the church, school, or licensed child development facility extend continuously and together for more than one 
mile before any one of the lanes terminates or becomes a turning lane, service land, and/or hazard lane, and (3) the minimum distance between the licensed 
premises and the church, school, or licensed child development facility building is at least 200 feet;  
(iii) Where the church, school, or licensed child development facility was established after the licensed premises began operation and said operation has not 
been abandoned or discontinued for a period of 6 months;  
(iv) Where the establishment upon the facility or property is a grocery store as defined herein. 

Section 4.  Sec. 4-98 City Alcohol License Fees. 
Restaurant Retail Liquor License is hereby deleted and replaced with the following: 
Restaurant Retail Liquor License.  
1.  Restaurant Class I and II - Each person licensed by the Board to sell alcoholic beverages in connection with the operation of a restaurant under §28-3A-1, et seq., Code 
of Alabama, 1975, shall pay to the City an annual privilege license fee of $500.00.  In addition to the stated license fee, each such person shall pay to the City, on or before 
the 15th day of the calendar month next succeeding each separate subject month, for the privilege of so engaging in such business in said subject month, an additional 
liquor tax of 12% of the monthly gross receipts of such business derived from the sale of liquor. 
2. Restaurant Class III (Food Hall) - Each person licensed by the Board to sell alcoholic beverages in connection with the operation of a restaurant under §28-3A-1, et seq., 
Code of Alabama, 1975, shall pay to the City an annual privilege license fee of $1,500.00.  In addition to the stated license fee, each such person shall pay to the City, on 
or before the 15th day of the calendar month next succeeding each separate subject month, for the privilege of so engaging in such business in said subject month, an 
additional liquor tax of 12% of the monthly gross receipts of such business derived from the sale of liquor. 
Section 5.  Conflicts 
1. This Ordinance shall be deemed cumulative with and supplemental to any and all statutes of the State of Alabama regarding the subject matter hereof and to be 
subordinate to same and in no manner intended to supersede any such statues of the State of Alabama. Any provision hereof in conflict with any provision of any State 
statute shall be construed so as to be in harmony with the same where possible and otherwise to be subordinate to and superseded by the provisions of such State statute. 
2. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are to the extent of such conflict repealed. 
3. The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance 
shall be declared unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, then such ruling shall not affect any other paragraphs or sections since the same would have been 
enacted by the City Council without the incorporation of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section. 
Section 6.  Effective Date  
This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its adoption and publication according to law. 
ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL this the 8th day of May, 2017. 

/s/Garlan E. Gudger, Jr. - President of the City Council 
ATTEST: 
/s/Wesley M. Moore - City Clerk 
 
APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this the 8th day of May, 2017. 

/s/Max A. Townson – Mayor 
 
 
 
 

RUN DATES: MAY 11, 18 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
Notice is hereby given that the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, will hold a public hearing on June 26th, 2017 at 7:00 o’clock p.m. in the Lucille N. Galin 
Auditorium at City Hall, 204 Second Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055.  At this time anyone wishing to be heard in favor of or in opposition to the adoption of 
Ordinance No. 2017-15 (set forth in full below) will be given an opportunity to be heard. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2017 – 15 
TO DECLARE CERTAIN PROPERTY SURPLUS WHICH IS NO LONGER NEEDED FOR PUBLIC OR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES BY THE CITY OF 

CULLMAN, ALABAMA 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, as follows: 
SECTION 1.  It is hereby established and declared that the following described real property of the City of Cullman, Alabama, is no longer needed for public or municipal 
purposes, to-wit: A parcel of land, otherwise known as a sidewalk north of Rumor’s Deli, which is 24.20 feet by 100 feet, more or less, located directly west of Clark Street 
NE and being more particularly described as:  

“Begin at the northeast corner of block 2 of Osborne’s addition to the City of Cullman as recorded in map cabinet A, slide 49 in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate, Cullman County, Alabama same being the intersection of the west right-of-way line of 1st Avenue southeast, with the south right-of-way line of Clark 
Street NE, having an Alabama state plane, west zone, NAD 83 coordinate value of N.1520725.70’, E.2166998.76, and run thence south 63 degrees 06 minutes 
08 seconds west (bearing based on AL. state plane, west zone, NAD 83, grid), a distance of 100.00 feet to the northwest corner of said block 2, same being the 
east right-of-way line of a railroad right-of-way; thence north 26 degrees 53 minutes 52 seconds west, and run along said east railroad right-of-way line, a 
distance of 24.20 feet; thence north 63 degrees 06 minutes 08 seconds east, a distance of 100.00 feet to the west right-of-way line of said 1st Avenue southeast; 
thence south 26 degrees 53 minutes 52 seconds east, a distance of 24.20 feet to the point of beginning.” 

SECTION 2.  That the Mayor and City Clerk be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to execute and attest, respectively, for and on behalf of the City of Cullman, 
Alabama, a warranty deed, a copy of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk, whereby the City of Cullman, Alabama, does convey the premises described Section 
1 hereof to the adjoining property owners for its fair market value.  
SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication as required by law. 

Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk  
 
 

v. Specialty wine and beer establishment; and  
vi. Persons holding a special events retail license for on-premises consumption.  

 
(B) In addition to all other regulations and restrictions and subject to the exceptions contained in this Subsection, no facility or property shall be authorized for 
off-premises sales of alcoholic beverages when the facility or property is less than 500 feet from any church, public or private elementary, intermediate, middle, junior 
high or high school, or licensed child development facility.  The aforesaid distance restriction in this Subsection shall apply in CBD, B-1, B-2 except Alcohol 
Beverage Control stores and retail liquor sales for off-premises consumption, but shall not apply in the following enumerated cases:  

(i) Where the facility or property is located in CBD zoning district and the facade on the lot frontage of the facility or property is not less than 50 feet from 
the church, school, or licensed child development facility;  
(ii) Where (1) the facility fronts a state highway or the property is separated from the church, school, or licensed child development facility by a street or 
highway having four or more traffic lanes, not including any lanes that are turning lanes, service lanes, and/or hazard lanes, (2) at least four of the traffic 
lanes that separate the licensed premises from the church, school, or licensed child development facility extend continuously and together for more than one 
mile before any one of the lanes terminates or becomes a turning lane, service land, and/or hazard lane, and (3) the minimum distance between the licensed 
premises and the church, school, or licensed child development facility building is at least 200 feet;  
(iii) Where the church, school, or licensed child development facility was established after the licensed premises began operation and said operation has not 
been abandoned or discontinued for a period of 6 months;  
(iv) Where the establishment upon the facility or property is a grocery store as defined herein. 

Section 4.  Sec. 4-98 City Alcohol License Fees. 
Restaurant Retail Liquor License is hereby deleted and replaced with the following: 
Restaurant Retail Liquor License.  
1.  Restaurant Class I and II - Each person licensed by the Board to sell alcoholic beverages in connection with the operation of a restaurant under §28-3A-1, et seq., Code 
of Alabama, 1975, shall pay to the City an annual privilege license fee of $500.00.  In addition to the stated license fee, each such person shall pay to the City, on or before 
the 15th day of the calendar month next succeeding each separate subject month, for the privilege of so engaging in such business in said subject month, an additional 
liquor tax of 12% of the monthly gross receipts of such business derived from the sale of liquor. 
2. Restaurant Class III (Food Hall) - Each person licensed by the Board to sell alcoholic beverages in connection with the operation of a restaurant under §28-3A-1, et seq., 
Code of Alabama, 1975, shall pay to the City an annual privilege license fee of $1,500.00.  In addition to the stated license fee, each such person shall pay to the City, on 
or before the 15th day of the calendar month next succeeding each separate subject month, for the privilege of so engaging in such business in said subject month, an 
additional liquor tax of 12% of the monthly gross receipts of such business derived from the sale of liquor. 
Section 5.  Conflicts 
1. This Ordinance shall be deemed cumulative with and supplemental to any and all statutes of the State of Alabama regarding the subject matter hereof and to be 
subordinate to same and in no manner intended to supersede any such statues of the State of Alabama. Any provision hereof in conflict with any provision of any State 
statute shall be construed so as to be in harmony with the same where possible and otherwise to be subordinate to and superseded by the provisions of such State statute. 
2. All Ordinances or parts of Ordinances in conflict herewith are to the extent of such conflict repealed. 
3. The sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses, and phrases of this Ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Ordinance 
shall be declared unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, then such ruling shall not affect any other paragraphs or sections since the same would have been 
enacted by the City Council without the incorporation of any such unconstitutional phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section. 
Section 6.  Effective Date  
This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its adoption and publication according to law. 
ADOPTED BY THE COUNCIL this the 8th day of May, 2017. 

/s/Garlan E. Gudger, Jr. - President of the City Council 
ATTEST: 
/s/Wesley M. Moore - City Clerk 
 
APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this the 8th day of May, 2017. 

/s/Max A. Townson – Mayor 
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CULLMAN, ALABAMA 
BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Cullman, Alabama, as follows: 
SECTION 1.  It is hereby established and declared that the following described real property of the City of Cullman, Alabama, is no longer needed for public or municipal 
purposes, to-wit: A parcel of land, otherwise known as a sidewalk north of Rumor’s Deli, which is 24.20 feet by 100 feet, more or less, located directly west of Clark Street 
NE and being more particularly described as:  

“Begin at the northeast corner of block 2 of Osborne’s addition to the City of Cullman as recorded in map cabinet A, slide 49 in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate, Cullman County, Alabama same being the intersection of the west right-of-way line of 1st Avenue southeast, with the south right-of-way line of Clark 
Street NE, having an Alabama state plane, west zone, NAD 83 coordinate value of N.1520725.70’, E.2166998.76, and run thence south 63 degrees 06 minutes 
08 seconds west (bearing based on AL. state plane, west zone, NAD 83, grid), a distance of 100.00 feet to the northwest corner of said block 2, same being the 
east right-of-way line of a railroad right-of-way; thence north 26 degrees 53 minutes 52 seconds west, and run along said east railroad right-of-way line, a 
distance of 24.20 feet; thence north 63 degrees 06 minutes 08 seconds east, a distance of 100.00 feet to the west right-of-way line of said 1st Avenue southeast; 
thence south 26 degrees 53 minutes 52 seconds east, a distance of 24.20 feet to the point of beginning.” 

SECTION 2.  That the Mayor and City Clerk be, and they hereby are, authorized and directed to execute and attest, respectively, for and on behalf of the City of Cullman, 
Alabama, a warranty deed, a copy of which is on file in the office of the City Clerk, whereby the City of Cullman, Alabama, does convey the premises described Section 
1 hereof to the adjoining property owners for its fair market value.  
SECTION 3.  This ordinance shall become effective upon its passage and publication as required by law. 

Wesley M. Moore, City Clerk  
 
 

Berlin (from 
Front)

BERLIN – The movement 
to incorporate the Berlin 
community into a town 
now faces a deadline: 
Friday, June 9.  After that 
day, signatures will no 
longer be accepted for the 
incorporation petition.  The 
effort will then move toward 
setting up a special election 
in the fall.
	 According to Patrick 
Bates, who heads up 
the effort, he now has 
the number of needed 
signatures to bring the move 
to a vote, but he still wants 
more signatures, especially 
from parts of the community 
south of U.S. Highway 278.  
The still-sought signatures 
are not for numbers; instead 
Bates wants signatures from 
owners of properties on 
specific 40-acre sections.  
Those signatures will 
determine whether or 
not those sections can 
be included within the 
proposed town limits.  
	 Based on recent talks 
with local residents for 
and against the movement, 
the proposed boundary 
lines have been redrawn 
from maps distributed 
previously.  Down from the 
originally included area of 
approximately 1,000 acres, 
the new map encompasses 
around 700 acres.  If the 
incorporation vote is 
successful, unincluded 
sections can be brought in 
later; but supporters hope 
to have as many properties 
as possible at the outset.
	 After the June 9 
deadline, the petition and 
other paperwork will be 
turned over to an attorney 
who will submit the request 
for a special election to the 
Cullman County Probate 
Court.  The incorporation 
effort will have to pay for the 
election itself, but Bates has 
successfully secured all the 
needed funds.  The special 
election, if everything stays 
on schedule, will likely 
take place at some point in 
September.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

FOR SALE 
Batteries for Car, Truck 

 or Tractor 

    $38 Exchange    

A-1 BATTERY SUPPLY 
Cullman, Alabama 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 
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Bremen woman behind 
bars after allegedly 
selling suboxone to 
undercover officers
BREMEN – Tanya Roxanne 
Monroe, 36, of Bremen 
was arrested recently and 
charged with unlawful 
distribution of a controlled 
substance after she 
allegedly sold suboxone 
to undercover officers. 
According to the Cullman 
Police Department (CPD), 
Sgt. Chris Thomason and 
Officer Kelly Hubbard 
arrested Monroe following 
a controlled buy made by 
Thomason, Investigator 
Justin Craft and agents 
with the Alabama Law 
Enforcement Agency 
(ALEA). The CPD says 
Monroe was on probation 
at the time of her arrest.   
Monroe was transported 
to the Cullman County 
Detention Center where 
she was booked in on a 
$30,000 bond.

K-9 alert leads to drug 
arrest for Cullman 
woman
CULLMAN – A 
Cullman woman was 
arrested recently after 
a routine traffic stop 
led to the discovery of 
methamphetamine and 
other drugs. According 
to a press release from 
the Cullman City 
Police Department 
(CPD),  Officers Trey 
Higginbotham and Tyler 
Jackson pulled over Chase 
Leanne Weeks, 22, for a 
traffic violation.  During 
the course of the traffic 
stop, Cullman County 
Sheriff's Office (CCSO) 
Deputy Kevin Bowers (K-9 
unit) arrived on scene to 
assist.  The K-9 allegedly 
alerted on the vehicle, 
leading officers to conduct 
a search, during which 
Higginbotham and Jackson 
recovered a half ounce 
(approximately 14 grams) 
of methamphetamine, 
along with marijuana 
and multiple items of 
drug paraphernalia. 
Weeks was arrested for 
possession with intent 
to distribute a controlled 
substance, second-degree 
possession of marijuana 
and unlawful possession 
of drug paraphernalia and 
transported to the Cullman 

County Detention Center. 
At the jail, Weeks was 
found to be in possession of 
more methamphetamine, 
resulting in a charge 
of promoting prison 
contraband.  Weeks has 
since bonded out.   

U.S. Sen. Luther Strange 
makes appearance at 
Strawberry Festival
CULLMAN – U.S. Sen. 
Luther Strange, R-Alabama, 
who was recently 
appointed to fill the post 
vacated by Jeff Sessions 
on his appointment to 
the federal post of U.S. 
Attorney General, visited 
the Strawberry Festival 
Saturday morning.  He 
has recently been named 
a member of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee, 
placing him in a policy-
making position in a field 
near and dear to many 
Cullman County residents.

Perfect weather for 
Saturday’s Strawberry 
Festival
CULLMAN – Whatever 
evil the weather did to day 
one of the 2017 Strawberry 
Festival, it more than made 
up for on day two.  Where 
Friday was cold, windy and 
rainy, Saturday saw bright 
sunshine and temperatures 
in the 70s, with just enough 
breeze to keep everyone 
cooled off. When the sun 
came out, so did the people.  
Thousands of visitors 
packed the craft show at 
Depot Park, the farmers’ 
market at the Festhalle and 
the children’s activity area 

in between.  Numerous 
food vendors supplied a 
variety of meals and snacks, 
while area organizations 
advertised their goods 
and services.  With only 
short breaks to change 
acts, live music came 
from the festival stage all 
day. Saturday’s turnout 
is expected to exceed last 
year’s attendance.  Cullman 
City Parks and Recreation’s 
Waid Harbison said, “I 
would expect it to be 
almost what it was last 
year.  We estimated last 
year about 10,000 over two 
days.  Because we didn’t do 
last night, it’ll probably be 
down a little bit; but our 
Saturday attendance will 
be bigger than it was, just 
because it’s great weather 
out here."

An ogre, a biker gang and 
a bunch of men dressed 
as women take a walk at 
the fairgrounds
CULLMAN – With colder 
temperatures and light 
to moderate rain, Friday 
was a less than ideal day 
for outdoor events. The 
show went on, however, 
at the Cullman County 
Fairgrounds where the 
American Cancer Society's 
annual Relay For Life 
event went on well into the 
evening. The event started 
off on a good note with a 
$17,200 donation from the 
Boozefighters Motorcycle 
Club. Two members of the 
organization then mounted 
their bikes and made the 
first lap around the track 
before riding off.

Weekly online news recap, May 4 - 10
The Cullman Tribune’s weekly print edition is packed full of important community news and current events. 
Did you know that you can also access our content for free online, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week? 
Find us three ways: on our website at CullmanSense.com, on social media at facebook.com/CullmanSense and twitter.com/CullmanSense or through our free mobile app, “CullmanSense 

NOW,” available from the App Store or the Google Play Store. Also online is our calendar, so you never miss an important community event. Find it at CullmanSense.com/calendar. 

Here’s a recap of our online news you may have missed since last Thursday.

TERESA MAULDIN

Meek HS FFA Chapter String 
Band wins 1st place in North 
District competition
Submitted by Teresa Mauldin 
Congratulations to the Meek 
High School FFA chapter 
for winning first place in the 
North District String Band 
competition. This group 
competed at Wallace State 
Community College. Members 
from left to right front row 
are Tate Odom, Nick Noland, 
and William Graves. The 
back row is Simona Lewis- 
Jefferson, Sarah Mauldin, 
Cora Alexandar and Caleigh 
Cook. Their sponsor is Terry 
Youngblood.
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Dorthy Tucker Skinner, 101, passed 
away May 1, 2017. She was born April 
26, 1916, in Cullman. Funeral services 

held May 4 at Moss Service Funeral 
Chapel. Burial in Jones Chapel Cemetery. 

She was a lifetime member of Jones 
Chapel Church of Christ. Preceding her 

in death were her husband, Julian F. 
Skinner; her parents, James Stephen and 
Naomia Guthery Tucker. Sisters: Martha 
Lee, Dona Chandler and Dova Tucker, 
brothers: Mancil, Clarence, Clarence, 
Talmadge and Nolan Tucker. Survivors 

include daughter, Vicki (Don) Reid; 
sons, Frank (Jeanenne) Skinner, Randy 
Skinner; grandchildren, Susan Adkison, 

Jennifer (Eddy) Sparkman, Stephen 
(Julie) Skinner, Rena (Allen) Putman, Will 
Skinner, Vaneesa (Tony) Mobley, Julian 
Skinner and Seth Key; and 12 great-

grandchildren. Friends may send flowers 
or make donations to their favorite charity.

Carolyn Preston McGuire, 75, passed 
from this life into glory on May 3 at 

Brookwood Medical Center after a brief 
illness. She loved her Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ and served him at Shiloh Missionary 

Baptist Church. Carolyn worked for Dr. 
Mansaco, Dr. Moore, Dr. Wood, and Dr. 
Ragland before she retired to manage the 

office of the family business. She loved flea 
markets, yard sales and looked forward to 

going to the world's longest yard sale every 
year. Funeral service held May 5 at Nichols 
Funeral Home in Haleyville. Brother Buford 

Parker, Brother Rayburn Whitman, and 
Billy Myrick officiated. Burial in Winston 
Memorial Cemetery. Carolyn is survived 

by her loving husband of 53 years, James 
McGuire; son, Michael McGuire and his 
wife Donna; brother, Benny Preston and 
his wife Barbara; sister, Wanda Owen; 
step grandchildren, Daniel and his wife 

Lindsey, Dana and her husband Emmanuel; 
brother in law, Rayburn Whitman; sister 
in law, Jean Wallace and her husband 

Louis; and a host of nieces and nephews. 
She is preceded in death by her parents, 
JB and Almeda Hagood Preston; sister 
Sarah; brother in law, Lawton Owen; 
and sister in law, Ernestine Whitman. 

The family would like to extend a special 
thanks to Brookwood Medical Center, 

especially the CCU staff for the love and 
care they provided to them during her stay.

Funeral Services for Connie Faye 
Moore, 57 of Bremen, held May 6 at 
Hanceville Funeral Home Chapel; Bro. 
Phillip Starnes officiated. Interment at 

Valley View Cemetery. Mrs. Moore passed 
away Thursday May 4 at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital. She was born on March 9, 

1960 in Walker County to Jerry Edwin 
& Glenda Faye Martin Peffer and is 

preceded in death by her parents and 
her grandmother who raised her, Reba 

Peffer. Survivors include her husband of 39 
years, Larry Wayne Moore; two children, 

Jerry (Michelle) Moore and Jessica 
(Richard) Hoffman; four grandchildren: 

Chelsea Moore, Makayla Moore, Madison 
Hoffman and Connor Hoffman; two 
sisters, Sherry (Alton) Alldredge and 

Annette (Tim) Moore; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, other family and friends.

Graveside service for Charles H. 
Cook, 81 of Cullman, held May 6 at Mt. 
Joy Cemetery; Josh Hogland officiated. 
Mr. Cook passed away at his residence 
on May 3. He was born on September 
27, 1935 in Walker County to Claude 
& Ann Cooner Cook. Survivors include 

his wife, Linda Cook; five children: 
Sherri (Charlie) Jenne, Elizabeth Curtis, 

Phillip (Rhonda) Cook, Charles E. 
Cook and Paul (Amy) Cook; sixteen 

grandchildren; and one great grandchild. 

Lillian Surrett, of Cullman, passed away 
on May 4 at the age of 85 at Cullman 

Regional Medical Center. She was born 
on October 12, 1931 in Cullman to Oliver 

Zeke and Elmer Oden Handley. She is 
preceded in death by her parents and a 

son: Billy Surrett. She is survived by: sons: 
Barry Surrett, Bruce Surrett and Bobby 

(Janice) McMurry, a host of grandchildren, 
great grandchildren and great great 

grandchildren. Funeral service held May 
7 at Pleasant Grove Baptist Church. 

Mr. Melvin Lee McClendon, 84 of 
Blountsville, AL passed away May 5 at 

Folsom Center in Cullman. Mr. McClendon 
was born in Cullman County to Thomas 

Claude and Willie Mae Patterson 
McClendon. He was predeceased by 
his parents, a daughter, Jerry Ellen 

McClendon; brother, Edward McClendon; 
sisters, Mildred Griffin, and Doris Hinkle. 
He worked as a machinist and was self-
employed. He was of the Baptist faith, 
was a loving husband, devoted father 

and grandfather, and a cherished friend 
and neighbor.  Mr. McClendon is survived 

by his wife of 64 years, Wilma Dean 
Self McClendon; daughters, Jan (Jim) 

Haynes, Patsy (Tony) Price; sister, Desma 
Stephens; 4 grandchildren and 5 great-
grandchildren. Funeral service for Mr. 
McClendon held May 7 at Holly Pond 
Funeral Home Chapel; burial at New 

Lebanon Cemetery, Blountsville, AL. In lieu 
of flowers donations can be made to New 
Lebanon Cemetery.  Holly Pond Funeral 

Home is honored to serve the family.

Funeral service for Aubrey Wayne 
Tolbert, 81 of West Point, held May 8 
at Cullman Funeral Home with interment 

in New Mt. Zion Cemetery. Cullman 
Funeral Home, 461 U.S. Hwy. 278 East, 

Cullman, 35055 is in charge of the 
arrangements. Mr. Tolbert passed away 

May 5. He was born December 5, 1935. 
He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Myrtle Tolbert; his mother, Ella Bernice 

Tolbert; sons-in-law, John Marquette and 
Tim Hanes. Survivors include his son, 
Ralph Tolbert; daughters, Rita (Frank) 

Privett, Sharron Hanes, Linda Marquette; 
grandchildren, Vanessa (Scotty) Cornelius, 

Miranda (Robert) Haddix, Holly (Ty) 
Bogard, Erica (Griffin) Stanford, Michael 
Tolbert, Allen Privett, Malea Marquette; 

great-grandchildren, Charli Bogard, Finn 
Stanford, Zachary Cornelius, Hannah 

Cornelius; a host of family and friends.

Kenneth P. (Charlie) Brown of 
Centerville, Georgia (formerly of Cullman, 

AL and Columbus, GA) entered into 
eternal rest May 5. He was retired from 

the US Army Pistol Team, with 21 years of 
service. He served in both Korea and Viet 
Nam, where he was awarded the Purple 

Heart. He then served in Civil Service with 
the Post Engineers as a Locksmith at Fort 
Benning, GA, for 21 years. In 1954, he 
met and married his one true love, Iva 

Lee McAfee (also of Cullman), and they, 
along with their daughter traveled the 

world during his military career. Funeral 
service held May 8 at Moss Service Funeral 
Chapel. Bishop Joshua P. Martin officiated; 
burial in Cullman City Cemetery. He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Cecil 
and Jessie Brown, brothers C.W. Brown 
and Rayburn Brown; sisters Sandra Kay 

Brown and Sara Ruth Brown and his wife 
of 61 years, Mrs. Iva Lee Brown. He is 
survived by his daughter, Debra Brown 
Martin; grandchildren; Joshua Phillip 

Martin (Paige) of Greenwood, Indiana; 
and Kara Lee Martin Kamrowski (Tom) of 

Byron, Georgia; four great-grandchildren; 
Morgan and Ella Grace Martin, and Lucas 

and Sunnie Lee Kamrowski; brothers, 
Bobby (Joyce) Brown, John Wayne (Celeste) 

Brown and Dale (Judy) Brown; sisters, 
Dottie (Cliff) Kirkwood and Janice Beam, 

and a host of beloved nieces and nephews.

Nancy Poynter Dorsett Wadsworth, 
75, passed away May 5 at her home in 

Spanish Fort, Alabama. Mrs. Wadsworth 
was born on September 22, 1941 in 

Indiana. Nancy loved her Lord and her 
family above all. She was a talented 

artist, gardener, and had the ability to 
make anything beautiful. She was also 

an unashamed believer that butter made 
everything better. She will be missed 
by the communities of both Arley and 

Spanish Fort. Funeral service held May 
8 at Nichols Funeral Home in Addison. 

Brother Thomas Hyche and Brother Adam 
Rogers officiated. Burial in Arley Methodist 

Church Cemetery. Nancy is survived by 
her husband, Ray Wadsworth of Arley, 
Alabama; sons, Marcus (Robin) Dorsett 
of Greenville, South Carolina, Michael 
(Mary Anne) Dorsett of Spanish Fort, 

Alabama, William (Deborah) Dorsett of 

Spanish Fort, Alabama; step-daughter, 
Patsy (Bob) Williams, of Arley, Alabama; 
step-sons, Tim (Virginia) Wadsworth, and 
Billy Wadsworth both of Arley, Alabama; 

sisters, Norma Poynter Gaston, and Bonnie 
Poynter Wisehart; brothers, Albert Poynter, 
and Leon Poynter, 14 grandchildren and 17 
great grandchildren; and a host of nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Kemp Dorsett; parents, 

Archie and Alice Poynter; brothers, Luther 
and Cecil Poynter; sister, Sylvia Poynter 
Finchum. In lieu of flowers, the family 

requests that a donation be made to your 
preferred charity in Nancy's name. 2 

Corinthians 5:6-8 “So we are always of 
good courage. We know that while we 
are at home in the body we are away 

from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not 
by sight. Yes, we are of good courage, 
and we would rather be away from the 

body and at home with the Lord.”

Funeral service for Curtis James 
Wilson, 15 of Cullman, held May 10 
at Daystar Church, Rev. Jerry Lawson 
officiated. Interment will be May 11 at 
10 a.m. in Simcoe Methodist Cemetery. 

Cullman Funeral Home is in charge of the 
arrangements. Curtis passed away May 

7, 2017. He was born August 8, 2001 to 
Mark Wilson and Ashley Wilson. Survivors 
include his mother, Ashley Wilson; father, 
Mark (Tobi) Wilson; grandparents, Dianne 

and C.L. Lee, Eddie Lewis, Bill and Jo 
Wilson; brothers, Blaise Wilson, Luke 

Wilson; step-sister, Jessica King; and a 
host of aunts, uncles, cousins, family and 
friends. Visitation will be from 4-7 p.m. 

before the service. Curtis James Wilson is 
an athlete, a scholar, a friend, a brother 
and a devoted son. He is quick with a 

joke or silly comment. He is full of esoteric 
facts and trivia. He is a puzzle solver. He 
loves games, win or lose, his heart is all 
in. He is a trusted confidante. He wisely 
holds his older brothers as idols and role 
models. He loves his friends. He is never 
too prideful to hug his mother. He is his 
father’s world. He is a devoted son, to a 
mother, Ashley Wilson, and, to a father, 

Mark Wilson, that loved him endlessly 
forever and always. Curtis James Wilson 
is not a victim. He is so much more than 

the tragic circumstances that took him from 
us. His time on the pitcher's mound. His 
time playing games with his friends. His 
time idly in the backyard with his cousin. 
His time making his friends and family 

laugh to tears. That is Curtis James Wilson. 
The young man we love. Endlessly forever 

and always. Everyone that loved Curt 
needs to know that he will not die in vain. 

Something good, something great will carry 
on in his name. That is how Curtis will be 

remembered. He will continue to bring 
light and joy, just as he did in his brief but 
beautiful life. Donations to help Ashley and 
her boys can be made through Traditions 

Bank in the name of Ashley Wilson.

Jonathan Burke Lumpkin, 38, of 
Cullman, died May 4. He is survived 
by his wife, Brittinie Sims Lumpkin; 

daughters, Brooklyne Grace, Olivia Ann 
and Morgan Jewel Lumpkin; parents, Larry 

and Annette Lumpkin; brothers, Jared 
Lumpkin (Jessica) and Justin Lumpkin 

(Heather); grandmother, Ann C. Lumpkin; 
uncle, James Lumpkin (Carla); and several 

nieces, nephews, in-laws, family and 
friends. Jonathan's life will be celebrated 
May 10 at Moss Service Funeral Home. 
Jonathan was laid to rest with military 

honors at Alabama National Cemetery.

Wylodene Jocie Jackson, 75 of 
Double Springs, entered into rest on 
May 9 at her home surrounded by 

her loving family. Wylodene was born 
on July 13, 1941. Complete obituary 
and arrangement information will be 
announced Wednesday afternoon.
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learn things from this lady 
who was ahead of her time 
in many ways. Here is her 
story as told with the help of 
her daughter, Cullman City 
Councilwoman Jenny Fol-
som.
	 Gracie Hembree Gris-
som was born at home on 
Nov. 9, 1916 in Good Hope. 
She was the second of four 
children born to Benjamin 
Franklin and Loucreasy 
Smith Hembree. “At the 
time her father was a school 
teacher in a one-room 
school house in southwest 
Cullman County,” said Jen-
ny, having heard the story 
from her mom on numerous 
occasions. “He heard that 
he could make more money 
if he took a civil service test 
and go to work for the U.S 
Post Office. So in 1922, when 
(Gracie) was 6, the family 
moved to Cullman where he 
walked the downtown mail 
route.” 
	 "His name was Frank, 
but the business owners 
called him 'Uncle Sam' be-
cause he carried the mail," 
Mrs. Grissom laughed, “He 
walked that mail route for 
over 30 years, and got his 
gold watch.”   
	 The family joined First 
Methodist Church when it 
was located in a white build-
ing across the street from 
where the church is today.  
Mrs. Grissom remembers 
watching the current stone 
sanctuary being built. "Dad-
dy came home for lunch one 
day and was very excited be-
cause the stained glass win-
dows had arrived by train," 
she recalled. She and friends 
would sometimes walk from 
the elementary school that 
was located just south of 
the courthouse to watch the 
building in progress.  
	 Another exciting child-
hood memory she had was 
when the family got its 
first telephone.  It was a big 
wooden one that hung on 
the wall.  She said, "We had 
to crank it to make it work."  
Another fun time was when 
she was a teenager and told 
her dad that she wanted to 
learn to drive the car. "He 
had a Model-A Ford that was 
sitting in the driveway,” she 
said. “He was sitting on the 
porch and told me what to 

do. I got in it, and after a few 
jumps and hops, I was driv-
ing it around."
	 She met her future hus-
band Hubert Grissom when 
they were classmates in 
eighth grade. Both of them 
graduated from Cullman 
County High School in 1936. 
She still has their senior 
yearbook, The Ladder, in 
which the Who's Who sec-
tion listed the “Most Love-
Sick Couple” as Gracie 
Hembree and Hubert Gris-
som. After high school she 
wanted to attend Woodall 
Beauty School in Birming-
ham to learn to be a beau-
tician. Her father was not 
keen on this idea because he 
wanted her to be a nurse and 
as he said, "Washing wom-
en's dirty hair would be hard 
and not make much money."  
But she told him, "If a lady 
only has $1 in her purse, 
she would spend 50 cents of 
that to get her hair fixed!"  
She got her way, boarding at 
the YWCA while attending 
beauty school.  
	 Young Gracie moved 
back to Cullman and mar-
ried Hubert Grissom in 1939. 
She worked as a beautician 
and later owned and operat-
ed Gracie's Beauty Shop for 
more than 35 years in the 
building where The Com-
munity Shopper’s Guide is 
today. Hubert worked as a 
conductor for L&N Railroad 
for 38 years. She was very 
active in starting the local 
Business and Professional 

Women (BPW), the Bob 
Sapp Sunday School Class 
and Dogwood Garden Club. 
	 The couple had two chil-
dren, Hubert Grissom, Jr. 
and Jenny Grissom Folsom.  
Presently, she has three 
grandchildren and one great 
granddaughter.  
	 In their retirement, the 
Grissoms enjoyed about 
15 years of tailgating to all 
the Auburn football games, 
traveling and having huge 
vegetable gardens until Hu-
bert passed away in 1992.  
	 “Mother has stayed very 
active, even mowing her own 
yard until she was 95 and 
driving until she was 97...
the battery on her car died 
at that time and we just have 
not gotten it fixed!” Jenny 
confided. Mrs. Grissom still 
lives in the home that she 
and Hubert built on Bir-
mingham Street Southwest 
in 1947. It’s right next door 
to the house that her family 
moved to in 1922 when she 
was 6 years old.  Her health 
is remarkably good, and she 
is on no medications. She 
loves Cullman County sweet 
potatoes and strawberries, 
and fish and vegetables, and 
enjoys outings to the beauty 
shop each week where she 
visits with her beautician 
and friends. 
	 “My mother is truly my 
hero,” said Jenny fondly. 

Happy Mother’s Day, Mrs. 
Grissom, from all of us at 
The Cullman Tribune! 

Grissom (from Front)

Protect your family today.
Call Kim for a Free Security System quote!

1 2 1 5 2 n d A v e N W C u l l m a n • L O C A L P E O P L E , L O C A L C O M P A N Y, S I N C E 1 9 7 2

256-739-0224
Cell (256) 708-4733

ktrelles@adssecurity.com

Local People, Local Company

ASBESTOS LITIGATION
           If you began working in a 

TEXTILE MILL
Cotton mill
Tire plant 
Paper mill 
Steel mill 

or any other industrial setting before 1980:
You may have a claim against the asbestos manufacturers.

Call now for your free evaluation.

1-888-432-6020
Asbestos Claims, LLC, Jubal L. Hamil Attorney at Law, ARPC7.2.(e)

“No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than 
the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”



THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
May 11, 2017

FOXGLOVES & FIREFLIES

About to be the mother
Her first Mother’s Day…

As I write this, my 
daughter is in a 
holding pattern, 

waiting for that first little 
twinge that is like nothing 
she’s ever felt before. I told 
her about my first labor pain 
with her brother, Tony. It 
felt like a butterfly’s wings 
folding up, just a light flut-
ter that I’ve never forgotten. 
	 I’m both excited for her 
and dreading it for her. I hate 
the idea that I’m two hours 
away – that I can’t be with 
her when she goes into la-
bor because I know she will 
be nervous and anxious. I 
remember that when I went 
into labor my own mom was 
there with me. Every time I 
had a labor pain (and they 
were real back then girls, no 
epidurals!) I would open my 
eyes to see her worried face, 
two pink curlers forgotten 
in her hair, looking at me as 
if I were dying. 
	 I want to tell Dominique 
so many important things, 
things that she will find out 
soon enough, but I want to 
tell her myself. I want to 
tell her that she is about to 
take part in a miracle. It’s 
God’s miracle, I know that, 
but childbirth is like being a 
part of that miracle. It’s like 
sharing the stage with God 
for just a second, when He 
hands over a precious little 
girl, fresh from Heaven, for 
her to care for and cherish.
	 I want to tell her some-

thing profound that I heard 
Dolly Parton say on a “De-
signing Women” episode. It 
was one of the most insight-
ful things I’ve ever heard. 
What she said to the other 
actress, who was pregnant, 
was, “Tomorrow you are 
going to meet the one who 
will be holding your hand 
on your way out, and you 
will love her with a love 
you haven’t the capacity to 
imagine.”
	 That’s so true; I held 
my mother’s hand as she 
lay dying, and although she 
couldn’t talk by then, I could 
see in her eyes that love that 
had sustained me for almost 
35 years- a love that only 
mothers know and recog-
nize.
	 And when the baby gets 
here, when she holds her for 
the first time, she will un-
derstand why the word “no” 
was invented. It was to keep 
her safe. “No! Don’t touch 
that, it’s HOT!” or “No! No 
jumping on the bed!” or “No, 
don’t eat that; it’s past the 
expiration date!”  
	 She will finally know 
why she always heard, “Call 
me when you get there” 
and “Put on your seatbelt” 
and “You’d better watch the 
speed limit!” and the moth-
erliest plea of all, “Be care-
ful!” 
	 I can remember the ex-
act moment it dawned on 
me that I was someone’s 
mother. It was the scariest 
thing I’ve ever felt, even up 
to this very moment. It is 
a huge responsibility, and 

other than following your 
own mother’s example, or 
maybe Ann Landers’ advice, 
there are no patterns to fol-
low and no insurance that 
you are doing it right. I’m 
still not sure that I’m doing 
it right…but it sure is the in-
spiration for a lot of prayers. 
	 Mothers are sound-
ing boards, fixers, nags and 
encyclopedias of the same 
things that their own moth-
ers reminded them of often, 
like “Stand up straight” and 
“Don’t roll those eyes at me, 
young lady!”  (If you think 
you won’t turn into your 
mother, just wait until you 
hear that “eye roll” thing 
coming out of your own 
mouth, and I can promise 
you, you will).
	 I want Dominique to 
know what it took me years 
to learn: that time will fly 
by, that she should savor ev-
ery midnight feeding, which 
is really just a way of bond-
ing with her baby, of rock-
ing and holding her close, 
of keeping her safe while 
she still can, that no mat-
ter how tired she is, reading 
“Good Night, Moon” is infi-
nitely more important than 
watching the “Housewives 
of Whatever” and that she, 
too, will one day feel the 
toothbrush to make sure it’s 
been used. 
	 I want her to use these 
first precious and fleet-
ing weeks to appreciate the 
wonder of being a mother, 
of bringing a life into the 
world, of realizing that the 
little girl sleeping in her 

arms is the result of her 
parents, Jason’s family, and 
all of our ancestors, of Rea-
son Young who loved a girl 
named Julia so much that he 
walked from South Carolina 
to Alabama without knowing 
if she would marry him or 
not. Of Edward Lomax Cam-
mack, who traded his posi-
tion as a plantation owner 
for an education because he 
didn’t believe in slavery, of 
Edna Wren Roberts Young, 
who raised 11 children, and 
helped to raise 24 grandchil-
dren, and had the capacity 
for such love that all of them 
swear that she loved them 
the best, of the proud Indian 
heritage of Nina Gillespie, 
of the humor of her grandfa-
ther, Nick, and the grace and 
beauty of her grandmother 
and namesake, Isabell. I 
hope she has my grand-
mother, Fanny McLemore 
Cammack’s determination 
and her sparkling blue eyes 
and the creativity and talent 
of her great-great Aunt Mar-
guerite, whose soft voice I 
can’t wait to hear when I call 
her with the news. 
	 Being a mother is a job 
that you never retire from, 
never get totally perfect and 
are never as sure of as you 
pretend you are in a crisis. 
	 I hope that being a moth-
er is as wonderful for her as 
it has been for me. Through 
the laughter and the tears, it 
is the most important job in 
the world…. Happy Mother’s 
Day to all of you moms out 
there! May your day be filled 
with love! 

GUEST EDITORIAL: PART 2 OF 3

The American Church – What are the causes of decline?

Identifying ‘cause’ is 
always challenging. 
There is seldom a single 

causal factor when dealing 
with an organism as com-
plex as the church. The fol-
lowing are factors that have 
contributed significantly to 
the precipitous decline of 
the American Church.
	 Formal research has pro-
vided focus on this matter. 
The Pew Research Group, 
Hartford Seminary, and the 
Francis Schaeffer Leader-
ship Institute have provided 
some very reliable data on 
this important question.

1. – Leadership Incom-
petence. The number one 
cause of decline is Incom-
petent Leadership. This 
includes both pastors and 
‘lay leaders.’ This is not a 
popular perspective but it 

is absolutely true. Consider 
the following findings from 
the Schaeffer Institute on 
Pastoral Leadership. This 
data is from interviews con-
ducted with more than 1,000 
pastors.
•	 81 percent of the pastors 
said there was no regular 
discipleship program or ef-
fective effort of mentoring 
their people.
•	 75 percent of the pas-
tors surveyed felt they were 
unqualified and/or poorly 
trained by their seminar-
ies to lead and manage the 
church or to counsel others.

2. – Corrupt Doctrine. 
There are multiple com-
mands in the New Testa-
ment concerning the im-
portance of Sound Doctrine. 
Sound Doctrine is literally 
‘healthy doctrine’. Corrupt 
doctrine results in dysfunc-
tional ministry practices. 
A large compliment of the 

American Church has aban-
doned the Authority of 
Scripture and the church is 
impoverished by this loss.

3. – Congregational Ap-
athy. Apathy is knowl-
edge without action. Some 
church members can answer 
all your questions, cross all 
the T’s and dot the I’s. But, 
they do not engage what I 
refer to as Applied Theology. 
Their life style and failure to 
live in obedience to God’s 
word denies what they claim 
to believe. The Great Com-
mission (Matt. 28:18-20) 
contains a single command 
– Make Disciples. Research 
has shown that a majority of 
professing believers NEVER 
share the gospel with any-
one in an entire year. The 
church is not a mere preach-
ing station. The church 
gathered is for preaching, 
teaching, equipping, and fel-
lowship. 

4. – Biblical Literacy. Peo-
ple who do not know their 
Bible will not challenge an 
unbeliever. They know that 
if they are challenged to de-
fend their faith they will fail 
so they remain silent. R.C. 
Sproul recently completed 
a comprehensive study of 
what those who claim to be 
Christians believe. A review 
of this instrument reveals 
just how unorthodox and 
corrupt the theology of pro-
fessed believers has become.

5. – Absence of Purpose 
. If you ask 20 people in a 
church to write a paragraph 
description of the purpose 
of their church you may 
well get 25 different state-
ments. The purpose of every 
church is to make disciples 
fully formed in the image 
of Christ in character and 
conduct. When the church 
returns to this the decline 
will cease.

My Biggest Fan
by Randy C. Hale

In memory of Mom

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY TO ALL

Her robe smelled of bath 

powders, Jungle Gardenia.

Usually you could find a few hairs 

from her favorite feline.

Her hair , bleached blonde was always 

fixed the best she could when she went 

out. Her hands adorned with jewelry.

She always had a nice purse and 

many shoes to pick from.

She never got in a hurry.

She loved new things and adventure.

She love old things as well and 

tried to hold onto them.

She often fixed a loving stare at

me as if I was something to behold.

As one day it would all go away

and it did when I lost my biggest fan.

Poet's Corner
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