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125th 
annual 
singing 
convention 
coming to 
courthouse 
this 
weekend
CULLMAN  –  On Saturday, July 8 and 
Sunday, July 9, the Cullman County 
Courthouse will host its 125th annual 
singing convention, continuing a tradition 
that began in 1893.  Once a common 
occurrence in courthouses all over the 
south, Cullman’s is now the only one of its 
kind in the nation.
	 According to event chairman and 
fourth-generation convention singer Henry 
Guthery, “At one time, every county had 
singings at the courthouse: in Alabama, 
Tennessee, Georgia, all over.  It was really 
widespread, then things changed.  Cullman 
is the last active courthouse singing in the 
United States.”
	 Factors ranging from shifting cultural 
tastes and lack of interest in old fashioned 
things to concerns about church-state 
separation led to a decline in courthouse 
singings over the years.  Though it may not 
draw crowds of thousands like it used to, 
Cullman has managed to keep its tradition 
alive.
	 “We have such cooperative politicians 
here,” said Guthery, “and the people at the 
courthouse are so helpful.”
	 So just what is a singing convention? The 
Cullman singing convention uses a form of 
musical notation known as “shape-note,” in 
which particular notes are indicated by the 
shape of the note in the sheet music.  Each 
shape has a name: “Fa,” “So,” “La,” or “Mi,” 
giving the style the name “fasola singing.”  
From the title of the most popular songbook 
used in conventions, the style is also known 
as “Sacred Harp.”
	 Singers sit in a square 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Desperation Church treats 
community to fireworks, much more
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Chambers Farm & Garden 
Supply opens at new location

CULLMAN – Since 1944, one 
family has provided Cullman 
residents with all they need 
for farming: from animal feed 
to fertilizers, pesticides, seeds 
and more. Today, Tim Cham-
bers and his wife and children 
run his family’s business, sup-
plying Cullman with all the ne-
cessities for farming, gardening 
and animal care at Chambers 

Farm & Garden Supply. After 
losing the lease for their pre-
vious location on First Avenue 
Southeast, the Chambers fam-
ily packed up and moved the 
business to a larger facility just 
off U.S. Highway 278 W, with 
the hope of expanding. The 
new location officially opened 
on Wednesday.
	 When asked if they would 
be offering anything new with 
the new building, Tim Cham-
bers answered, "We're gonna 

get more into shrubbery and 
landscaping, stuff like that. 
We did some of that at the old 
store, but now we're actually 
gonna have shrub houses out 
on the side of the building. We 
haven't got them put up yet, but 
that's coming. That's gonna be 
a big area we'll expand into, and 
then the fencing products, we'll 
have more of those."
	 For those who like to plan 
ahead, Chambers also talked 
about some of the seasonal 

products they'll be putting out 
soon. Their deer hunting prod-
ucts, which are usually big sell-
ers around that time of year, 
will arrive in August. Also com-
ing are fall flowers and garden 
items like mums and pansies.
	 The store's new location is 
just off Highway 278 West, on 
McNabb Road Southwest, west 
of West Elementary School and 
across the street from the Jet-
Pep. Find out more at http://
qrne.ws/chambers. 

Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent

CULLMAN – Many came 
out for the fireworks, but 
there was much more going 
on at Heritage Park on the 
4th of July as Desperation 
Church hosted its fifth 
annual family day and 
fireworks show.
	 The Tribune spoke with 
Desperation staffers and 
event coordinators Linda 
Stone and Cody Miller 
about the day’s activities.
	 “We’re just bringing the 
community together,” said 
Miller. “We’ve got all kinds 
of fun and games for the 
kids, inflatables, frisbee, 
spikeball, tons of stuff for 

them going on; a lot of a 
festival feel leading up to 
the show.”
	 Stone added, “We have 
some information about 
(Desperation) church, so 
that if they’re not currently 
attending somewhere, 
they can get information 
about our college and 
student ministries, and 
services. We’re just very 
passionate about getting 
our community together, 
anything we can do to 
bring people together to 
enjoy themselves stress-
free, device-free, building 
relationships. That’s the 
goal behind our fireworks 
festival.”
	 An assortment of 

inflatables lined one side of 
the park’s east soccer field, 
while game equipment was 
set up out in the field.
	 Participants were 
playing spikeball and 
cornhole, throwing 
footballs and frisbees, and 
hitting volleyballs around.
	 To the west side of the 
field, food vendors sold 
pizza, barbecue and other 
items.
	 In the heat, the “hot” 
commodities were shaved 
ice cones from a Cullman 
Parks and Recreation stand, 
and gourmet popsicles from 
Steel City Pops.
	 Visitors began staking 
out their spots for the 
f i r e w o r k s 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Fireworks topped off a fun-filled day at Heritage Park
DESPERATION CHURCH

Tim Chambers and family opened the Chambers Farm & Garden 
Supply store in its new location on Wednesday, July 5. 

FACEBOOK/CHAMBERS FARM & GARDEN SUPPLY
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Troopers investigating 8 traffic fatalities, 
1 drowning for 4th of July travel period
Seven of the individuals in traffic crashes had one thing in common: no seat belts

Dozens attend meeting to learn about 
WSCC Health Science programs

MONTGOMERY – Three 
words for this year’s 4th of 
July holiday travel period: 
no seat belts.
	 Seat belts were available 
but not in use in seven of the 
eight deadly traffic crashes 
Alabama State Troopers 

are investigating from this 
year’s extended holiday 
weekend, which began 
at 6 p.m. Friday, June 30, 
and ran through midnight 
Tuesday, July 4.
	 The eight fatal traffic 
crashes consisted of 
a pedestrian killed in 
Madison County, a 12-year-
old passenger killed in 

St. Clair County, and six 
drivers killed in Baldwin, 
Cherokee, Escambia, 
Marshall, St. Clair and 
Talladega counties.
	 These deaths bring this 
year’s Trooper-investigated 
traffic crash total to 328 
as of July 4, which is eight 
more than during the same 
time period in 2016.

	 This year, vehicles were 
equipped with seat belts 
for 272 of the individuals 
killed, but only 95 were 
using seat belts at the time 
of the crashes.
	 In fact, more than two-
thirds of those killed so far 
in 2017 were not using seat 
belts.
	 Among the 328 fatalities 

were seven children ages 
5 and younger, and at least 
two of the children were not 
restrained.
	 Troopers assigned to 
the Marine Patrol Division 
also are investigating one 
drowning on Lewis Smith 
Lake, in Winston County. 
	 The victim was 
identified as Kenneth 

Claude Sampsell, 62, of 
Crane Hill.
	 Nothing further is 
available as Troopers 
continue the investigations.  
	 Statewide totals will 
be available later at a 
later time, as local law 
enforcement agencies 
submit their traffic crash 
statistics.

HANCEVILLE – More 
than 40 potential students 
attended a meeting recently 
to find out about Health 
Science programs at Wallace 
State Community College 
that still have openings for 
the Fall 2017 semester. Each 
year, the Health Science 
division hosts the meeting 
to give students either 
a second opportunity to 
enter one of the programs 
or a first opportunity to see 
what programs are available 
at the college.
	 The programs 
represented at the 
meeting included: Child 
Development, Emergency 
Medical Services (EMS), 
Medical Assistant, Medical 
Coding, Medical Laboratory 
Technician (MLT), 
Pharmacy Technology, 
Polysomnography (Sleep 
Study), and Therapeutic 
Massage. Completion 
times for programs range 
from one to two semesters 
for certificates, to five 
semesters for associate 
degrees. Not all programs 
require completion of pre-
requisite courses.
	 Lisa German, dean of the 
Health Science Division, 
provided information 
about each of the programs 
regarding the degrees or 
certificates they offer, how 
long it takes to complete the 
programs, and what type of 
work and work environment 
to expect in each.
	 Some of those attending 
were students who did not 
get admitted into their first-
choice program at Wallace 
State, and wanted to see 
what other options could 
be open to them. Others 
attending were students 
who wanted to learn more 
about health programs at 
the college.
	 All were anxious to start 
their education in the Fall, 
rather than waiting another 
year to start the path toward 
a career in the medical field.
	 Mallorie Snow and Haley 
Eatmon, both of Jasper, 
attended the meeting 
specifically to learn more 
about the Polysomnography 
program at Wallace State. 
Both applied for entry 
into that program, with 
Eatmon also applying to the 
Pharmacy Technology and 
EMS programs. 
	 “Polysomnography is 
my first choice,” Eatmon 
said, “But I know a lady who 
does the pharmacy tech and 
she said it’s a good program. 
And I thought, just as a 
back-up I’d do the EMS, just 
in case I didn’t get a spot in 
the other two.”
	 Snow and Eatmon 
added they liked how the 
meeting helped introduce 
them to the programs 
offered at the college. “I 

didn’t even know (Wallace 
State) offered the EMS 
program,” Eatmon said. 
“I’d just planned to apply to 
the Polysomnography and 
the Pharmacy Technician 
programs until I heard 
that.”
	 Davis Sheffield of 
Kimberly attended the 
meeting to see what other 
options were open to 

him after not getting into 
the Diagnostic Imaging 
program, which he said 
was a back-up to his first-
choice of Physical Therapist 
Assistant.
	 After listening to the 
presentation, Sheffield 
chose to apply to the 
Therapeutic Massage 
and Medical Laboratory 
Technician programs. 

Therapeutic Massage fits 
well with his interest in 
physical therapy, he said, 
and the MLT program 
seemed interesting.
	 Sheffield said he 
appreciated the opportunity 
to attend the meeting 
and find out about other 
options, rather than losing 
a year in his education and 
delaying his entry into the 

workforce in the medical 
field.
	 “I thought I was just 
done with college, that that 
was it,” he said. “Because I 
didn’t make it that I would 
have to wait the extra year, 
but I didn’t think about the 
other opportunities that 
they have.”
	 German was pleased 
with the turnout at the 

meeting, with attendance 
continuing to grow each 
year.
	 Registration for the Fall 
2017 semester is currently 
underway, with classes set 
to begin August 16.
	 For more information 
about Wallace State’s 
Health Science programs, 
visit www.wallacestate.edu 
or call 256-352-8000.

Jesse Thornton
ALEA

Gail Crutchfield
WSCC
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Lorie Strane, left, talks with students interested in learning more about the Medical Assistant 
program at Wallace State Community College, during a meeting offered recently at the college to let 
students learn about Health Science programs that still have openings for the Fall 2017 semester. 

WALLACE STATE

•	 Addison
•	 Cullman
•	 Cullman
	 Shopping
	 Center
•	 Eva
•	 Good Hope
•	 Hwy 157
•	 Huntsville
•	 Madison
•	 Vinemont
•	 West Point
256-737-9900
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	 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration recently approved a new 
indication for Jardiance (empagliflozin) to reduce the risk of cardiovascular 
death in adult patients with type 2 diabetes mellitus and cardiovascular 
disease. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
death from cardiovascular disease is 70 percent higher in adults with 
diabetes compared to those without diabetes, and patients with diabetes 
have a decreased life expectancy driven in large part by premature 

cardiovascular death.
***

	 An oral anticoagulant drug given to some heart disease patients may 
actually enhance blood clot formation, according to a new study published 
in Science Translational Medicine. The surprising discovery may help 
explain why some individuals taking the drugs, called oral thrombin 
inhibitors or OTIs, have a slightly higher risk of heart attack. OTIs are 
often prescribed to prevent venous blood clots and reduce the risk of 
stroke resulting from atrial fibrillation. They are sometimes preferred 
over another class of anticoagulant drugs called vitamin K antagonists 

because they work more swiftly and require less frequent monitoring.
***

	 Patients with a chronic type of leukemia could safely reduce the side 
effects of life-long treatment by cutting their dose in half, according to 
the results of a study presented at the American Society of Hematology 
Annual Meeting. Drugs known as tyrosine kinase inhibitors (TKI) have 
drastically improved the prognosis for patients with chronic myeloid 
leukemia (CML), essentially turning what was a deadly cancer into a 
chronic disease that can be managed with a daily pill. Common side effects 
include chronic headaches, stomach problems and fatigue and women are 
typically advised not to conceive children while taking the drugs due to 

the high risk of birth defects.
***

Presented as a service to the community by
Hospital Discount Pharmacy.

Fireworks (from Front)
show even before the 
event officially opened at 
4 p.m.; numerous pop-up 
cabana tents saved seats 
and provided a little badly-
needed respite from the 
sun.
	 At the peak of the 
afternoon heat, many 
attendees headed into the 
shade of the park’s woods. 
When the sun became a 
little too much for one 
visitor, Cullman EMS was 
on hand to offer immediate 
assistance.
	 Crowds continued 
to increase through the 
afternoon and into the 
evening, leading up to the 
show.
	 The rain that has been 
so common recently stayed 
away for the most part, 
allowing for an active 
day and a successful and 
impressive fireworks 
display in the evening.

	 Event sponsors included 
Metal Central of Jasper; 
Nelson, Bryan and Cross 
Attorneys; and Cameron 
Lee of Modern Woodmen 
Financial Services. Miller 
also wished to thank the 
City of Cullman for its help.
	 “At Desperation 
Church,” said Stone, 
“we want to make sure 
that everyone has an 
opportunity to encounter 
God; and we do that through 
our prayer service.
	 "We want people to 
experience life change; 

we do that through our 
small groups by building 
relationships. They have an 
opportunity, by attending 
Sunday services and events 
like this, to discover their 
personal purpose within 
the Church and in the 
world. Also, we want to see 
the need and be the answer; 
we want to change our 
world, and so we serve all 
the time.”
	 For more information 
about Desperation 
Church, visit www.
desperationchurch.tv.

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Keith and Hoagy Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale - Thursday 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Protect your family today.
Call Kim for a Free Security System quote!

1 2 1 5 2 n d A v e N W C u l l m a n • L O C A L P E O P L E , L O C A L C O M P A N Y, S I N C E 1 9 7 2

256-739-0224
Cell (256) 708-4733

ktrelles@adssecurity.com

Local People, Local CompanyThe
Culman Tribune 

Subscribe to 
The Cullman 
Tribune today 
and have it 
delivered to 
your door!

Annual Subscriptions

• In County - $75
• Out of County - $85

Send checks to
219 2nd Ave. SE

Cullman, AL 35055
256-739-1351
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Adult cottonmouth
PHOTO COURTESY ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM

Cullman man bitten by cottonmouth snake
CULLMAN – A Cullman 
man reported Tuesday being 
bitten by a cottonmouth 
snake. Although emergency 
responders first thought 
the man had been bitten 
near his home in the Caroll 
Acres subdivision on the 
southeast side of town, 
family members confirmed 
that the man was bitten at 
Welti Falls on Monday, and 
only called for medical help 
Tuesday.
	 The victim's mother, 
Sherron Miller, said 
Wednesday morning that 
her son Jason Curtis, 48, 
was at Welti Falls Monday 
and was bitten at least three 
times by a cottonmouth.
	 As of press time, he is 
in the Critical Care Unit 
(CCU) at Cullman Regional 
being treated for those 
bites.
	 According to dispatch 

reports, Cullman 
Emergency Medical 
Services (EMS) and 
Cullman Fire Rescue were 
dispatched to a residence 
on Timberlane Drive at 
approximately 3 p.m. 
Tuesday, July 4.
	 "The victim was an 
adult male, and he was 
transported to Cullman 
Regional by ambulance," 
said Cullman EMS Director 
James Curtis.
	 "The hospital did have 
anti-venom on hand to treat 
him."
	 Curtis could not 
release any additional 
information on the victim 
or his condition, but he said, 
"They (cottonmouths) are 
venomous snakes and can 
make you very sick, but I 
have never heard of anyone 
dying from a cottonmouth 
bite."
	 According to the 
Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural 

Resources, cottonmouths, 
also known as water 
moccasins, are "large, 
aquatic, venomous snakes. 
They are generally dark 
above – olive, brown or 
black. A lighter to darker 
cross-banding pattern may 
be seen, especially on the 
sides. Adult snakes usually 
vary in length from 30 to 
48 inches up to a maximum 
of 74 inches. Juveniles 
are brightly-colored with 
reddish-brown cross-bands 
and have a sulfur-colored 
tail.
	 "The reddish-brown 
cross-bands contain many 
dark spots and speckles 
but darken with age so 
adults retain only a hint 
of the former banding 
or are a uniform black... 
Cottonmouths vibrate 
their tails when excited. 
A thoroughly aroused 
cottonmouth throws its 
head upward and backward 
and holds its mouth wide 

open, revealing a white 
interior – the origin of the 
name cottonmouth.
	 "They inhabit brackish 
waters and are commonly 
found in swamps, streams, 
springs, ponds, sloughs, 
reservoirs, marshes, 
and road side drainage 
ditches. The cottonmouth 
commonly suns itself on 
branches, logs, or stones 
at the water’s edge. It will 
sometime wander away 
from its normal habitat in 
search of food.
	 "The bite of the 
cottonmouth is highly 
dangerous and may be 
fatal. The venom of the 
cottonmouth is hemotoxic. 
The venom breaks down 
and destroys blood cells and 
other tissues and reduces 
the ability of blood to 
coagulate or clot."
	 Curtis says this is the 
first snake bite victim 
Cullman EMS has treated 
this year.

Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com

We offer a wide variety of Dental Services:
Teeth Whitening • Porcelain Veneers • Digital X-Ray • Intra-Oral Cameras 

• Partials • Implant Restorations • Dentures • Root Canal Procedures

SINGLE VISIT DIGITAL CROWNS

Now Offering Dental Implant Placement
Using 3D X-Rays and software, we are able to accurately place IMPLANTS here in the office.

What does this mean for you?
Implants replace missing teeth and enable you to wear dentures without adhesive

Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • CullmanDentist.com

"We treat you like family."

Jonathan Echols, D.M.D., P.C. • Ashley Holladay, D.M.D.

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
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PREP FOOTBALL

Area kickoff inching closer
CULLMAN COUNTY – 
Now that the month of 
July is upon us, chatter 
is increasing about high 
school football.
	 In one month, high 
school teams will head to 
the practice fields, where 
they’ll have approximately 
three weeks to go through 
drills and fine tune their 
skills for the first weekend 
of games on Aug. 25.
	 Teams are currently 
spending time each day 
inside their weight rooms 
and mixing in opportunities 
for 7-on-7 competitions, or 
organized team activities, 
with other schools. The 
2017 regular season football 
schedule is the same setup 
from 2016, with the change 
in venues basically the only 
difference. Of the 10 schools 
covered by The Tribune, 
seven will officially begin 
the season Aug. 25. The 
other three will kick off 
the schedule Sept. 1, with 
all going through two and a 
half months of excitement 
on Friday nights, with Nov. 
3 the finale for the regular 
schedule.

Here is a week-by-week 
schedule for the 2017 
area football season. All 
games will kick off at 7 
p.m.
Week 1 - Aug. 25
Hartselle at Cullman, Cold 
Springs at Hanceville, 
Coosa Christian at Holly 
Pond, West Point at 
Hamilton, Addison at 
Elkmont, Phillips at Meek.

Week 2 - Sept. 1
Good Hope at Vinemont. 
Wilson at West Point, 
Cullman at North Jackson, 
Brindlee Mountain at Holly 
Pond, Berry at Cold Springs, 
Hanceville at Addison, 
Fairview at East Lawrence, 
Hubbertville at Meek.

Week 3 - Sept. 8
Hayden at West Point, 
Albertville at Cullman, 
Corner at Fairview, 
Fultondale at Hanceville, 
Fayette Co at Good Hope, 
Vinemont at Locust Fork, 
Holly Pond at Pennington, 
Cold Springs at Tarrant, 
Addison at Southeastern, 
Meek at Lynn.

Week 4 - Sept. 15
Hanceville at Vinemont, 
Cullman at Oxford, Susan 
Moore at Holly Pond, 
Good Hope at Hamilton, 
West Point at Springville, 
Sumiton Christian at 

Addison, Decatur Heritage 
at Meek.

Week 5 - Sept. 22
Cordova at Good Hope, Fort 
Payne at Cullman, Corner 
at West Point, Fultondale 
at Vinemont, Hanceville 
at Pennington, Fairview 
at Mortimer Jordan, 
Cold Springs at Falkville, 
Addison at Lynn, Meek at 
Gaylesville.

Week 6 - Sept. 29
Cold Springs at Good Hope, 
Fayette Co at Good Hope, 
Addison at Vinemont, Holly 
Pond at Asbury, Fairview 

at Priceville, Hanceville at 
Clements, Meek at Vina.

Week 7 - Oct. 6
West Point at Fairview, 
Locust Fork at Holly 
Pond, Susan Moore at 
Hanceville, Cullman at 
Pell City, West End at 
Cold Springs, Vinemont at 
Priceville, Good Hope at 
Winfield, Decatur Heritage 
at Addison, Meek at R.A. 
Hubbard.

Week 8 - Oct. 13
Haleyville at Good Hope, 
Holly Pond at Hanceville, 
Mortimer Jordan at 

West Point, Vinemont at 
Pennington, Cold Springs 
at Winston Co, Fairview at 
Curry, Addison at Meek.

Week 9 - Oct. 20
West Point at Good Hope, 
Cullman at Southside-
Gadsden, Fultondale at 
Holly Pond, Hayden at 
Fairview, Tanner at Cold 
Springs, Hanceville at 
Locust Fork, Vinemont at 
Susan Moore, R.A. Hubbard 
at Addison, Meek at 
Southeastern.

Week 10 - Oct. 27
Holly Pond at Vinemont, 

Brewer at Cullman, West 
Point at Curry, Fairview 
at Springville, Good Hope 
at Dora, Cleveland at Cold 
Springs, Sumiton Christian 
at Meek.

Week 11 - Nov. 3
Good Hope at Hanceville, 
Holly Pond at Fairview, 
Cullman at Chelsea, 
Lawrence Co at West Point, 
Vinemont at Falkville, 
Danville at Cold Springs, 
Winston Co at Addison.

An inside look at each team 
will be published by The 
Tribune in mid-August.

Johnny Thornton
johnny@cullmansense.com

Cullman vs. Brewer game in November 2016
JOE MCELROY

Fairview's 16th annual Freedom 
Celebration: small town delight
FAIRVIEW – The 
community of Fairview, 
like many across the 
country, held a 4th of July 
celebration on Tuesday. 
Despite less than pleasant 
weather soon before, the 
16th annual Freedom 
Celebration flourished at 
Fairview Community Park 
and showed what a real 

small-town community 
celebration looks like. 
	 There was something 
for people of all ages. 
Younger children bounced 
in inflatables, casual games 
like horseshoes were 
available to whomever 
wanted to play and live 
music from local artists 
filled the air. A Southern 
gospel band called The 
Potentials kicked off the 
music with a series of 

rhythmic, old-time church 
songs, as well as a few 
patriotic songs and a silly 
tune about possums for 
variety. 
	 Temperatures reached 
uncomfortable levels, so 
many of the sponsors helped 
combat the heat by handing 
out free water, popsicles, ice 
cream and fans.
	 Many attendees didn't 
even have to look for a booth 
to get a treat; volunteers 

or workers walked around 
handing out the popsicles 
and ice cream to people in 
their seats.
	 Fairview First Baptist, 
one of the Freedom 
Celebration's platinum 
sponsors, also gave out free 
food as well as icy treats. 
	 And of course, there 
were fireworks. When the 
sun went down, everyone 
in town could see the 
spectacular display.

Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent

The fireworks display capped off a day of 
fellowship at Fairview Community Park. 

HEATHER MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Samantha Vest
samantha@cullmansense.com

HISTORICAL FEATURE

This week in 
Cullman history

This week in 1935, 
the Bland Motor 
Company held the 

formal opening of its new 
location. The motor com-
pany- who primarily sold 
Ford automobiles- chose its 
new home to be the corner 
of Third Avenue East and 
Fourth Street. The manager 
of the company at the time 
of the grand opening was T. 
W. “Red” Bland. The grand 
opening included a cut away 
Ford chassis which dis-
played all moving parts of 
the car, and a film- or, as it 

was called in 1935, “a mov-
ing picture,” that showed 
how Fords were made in the 
factory.    
	 On July 4, 1935, the Old 
Dutch Mill, a local dance 
club that was popular in 
Cullman during the 30s, 
hosted a 4th of July celebra-
tion. The festivities includ-
ed a barbecue, picnic and a 
dance, and lasted all day.
	 On Saturday, July 6, 
1974, a horse show was held 
at West Point High School. 
The show began at 6 p.m., 
and featured 21 different 
categories of horses. Ad-
mission to the show started 
at one dollar.

Ad for the Old Dutch Mill’s 1935 
4th of July celebration.

CULLMAN TRIBUNE - JUNE 27, 1935 

Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • CullmanDentist.com

"We treat you like family."

SINGLE VISIT
DIGITAL CROWNS
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Singing (from Front)
in which each side is 
occupied by one of the four 
voice parts: soprano, alto, 
tenor and bass.  Seating is 
also provided for those who 
just want to listen.  Song 
leaders stand in the middle 
of the square to direct.
	 Most importantly for 
many fans, the style is 
unaccompanied by any 
instrument.  They happily 
point out that the “sacred 
harp” that names the book 
and style is a reference to 
the human voice.
	 Conventions have taken 
place in Alabama since at 
least the 1840s.  One singing 
in the town of Gordo has 

taken place annually since 
1844.
	 Guthery expects around 
150 singers per day to attend 
this year’s convention this 
weekend in Cullman, with 
up to 96 song leaders.  And 
it won’t just be Cullmanites 
who show up.
	 “We’ll have people 
coming from Georgia, 
Florida, Tennessee,” said 
Guthery, “even as far away 
as New York and all over 
New England.”
	 Singing will start at 
9:30 a.m. each day and 
continue until 2:30 p.m., 
with occasional rest 
breaks and lunch from 

12-1.  Garden-fresh items 
prepared by ladies from 
the singing association will 
be supplemented by local 
caterers.  According to 
Guthery, “We always have 
an abundance of food and 
drink.”
	 For those who want to 
participate, or for those 
who just want to experience 
this musical tradition as 
audience members, the 
courthouse doors will be 
open.  The public is invited 
to attend, listen, jump in 
and try singing, eat dinner 
on the grounds, and enjoy 
some old-school fellowship.
	 “It’s an exuberant 

thing,” said Guthery, “fun 
and very religious.  It gets 
ahold of you, and you can’t 
let it go.”

At a glance
125th annual Cullman 
Courthouse Singing 
Convention
•	 Saturday and Sunday, 
	 July 8-9, 2017; from 9:30 
	 a.m.-2:30 p.m. both days
•	 Cullman County 
	 Courthouse, 500 Second 
	 Ave. SW, Cullman
•	 For veteran singers: 
	 Bring your 1991 Denson 
	 book.
•	 For rookies: They’ve got 
	 books.

Georgianna Josephine Reed, 
92, of Vinemont passed away on 

Independence Day July 4, 2017. The 
family will hold private services. 

Entombment will be at The Public 
Cemetery of Cullman. Cullman 

Heritage Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. Mrs. Reed was 

born on George Washington’s 
Birthday February 22, 1925 in New 

Jersey to Otto Joseph Drbusek 
and Wilhilmina Palma Drbusek. 

As a young woman she worked 
for Railway Express in New York 

City. She was married to Theodore 
Robert Reed for 62 years before he 

passed away on August 27, 2006. 
They lived in Tenafly New Jersey 
before relocating to Vinemont in 
1996. Survivors include her son 
Robert (Ann) Reed of Cullman, 

two granddaughters Cathy (Chris) 
Couch of Chesapeake VA, Karen 
(Brad) Guthrie of Cullman, six 

great-grandchildren, Caitlin 
Couch, Karson Guthrie, Kyla 

Guthrie, Kolton Guthrie, Karli 
Guthrie, Kinsley Guthrie, a sister, 

Lillian Muller of Hudson NY, a 
niece Patricia Barker of Rivervale, 

NJ and a nephew Kenneth 
Sheppard of Summit, MS. In lieu 

of flowers, the family requests 
donations be made to Southern 

Care Hospice Services, 417 Main 
Street, Hanceville Al, 35077. 

Cory Adam Roberts, 28, of 
Addison passed away on July 2, 
2017 in Haleyville. He was born 
on March 29, 1989 in Newnan, 

Georgia. Complete services will 
be announced later this week. 

Cory is survived by his mother, 
Joy Roberts Shadden; daughter, 
Ali Roberts; brothers, Timothy 

(Hannah) Roberts, Michael 
(Britiany) Roberts, and Anthony 

(Kerri Ann) Roberts; sisters, 
Chrissie Roberts Stackhouse, 

Ashley Roberts, Chrissy Elrod and 
Heather Nicholson; grandmother, 
Jewell Roberts. He was preceded 

in death by his father, Tim Roberts; 
and grandfather, Billy Ray Roberts.

Funeral service for Diane H. 
Mann, 38, of Hanceville, will be 

Thursday, July 6, 2017 at 2 p.m. at 
Hanceville Funeral Home Chapel, 
Brother J.J. Creel officiating; with 
interment in Hopewell Cemetery. 
Diane was born on November 27, 
1978 in Pascagoula, MS to Joseph 
E. & Betty Diane Martin Hogue. 

Survivors include her parents; her 
husband, Marty Mann; son, John 

(Kelly) Mann; daughter, Stephanie 
(Jeremy) Hudgins; grandchildren: 

Zoey, Caleb, Jeremy, Cody, 
Joseph and Conner; mother-in-

law, Wanda Mann; sister, Jo Lee; 
sisters-in-law, Cindy and Sally 

Mann; and a host of aunts, uncles, 
cousins, other family & friends.

Funeral services for William 
Otis Phillips, 96, of Cullman, 

will be Thursday, July 6, 2017 at 2 
PM at Cullman Heritage Funeral 

Home with interment in Duck 
River Cemetery, the Revs. Sherman 
Bailey and Kaleb Elrod officiating. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrangements. Mr. 

Phillips passed away Tuesday, July 
4 at Cullman Regional Medical 

Center. He was born February 9, 
1921 to parents William A. and 
Valley Wisner Phillips. He was 

preceded in death by his parents; 
and a granddaughter, April Phillips. 

Survivors include his wife, Eva 
Glenn Phillips; three sons, Robert 

(Erline) Phillips, Melvin (Johness) 
Phillips, and Kenny (Sheila) 
Phillips; one brother, Harold 

(Mary) Phillips; two grandchildren, 
LaDeana Phillips and Leslie Taylor; 
four great-grandchildren; and a host 

of family and friends. Visitation 
will be from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m. at 

the funeral home prior to service.

Funeral service for Lela Margie 
Lee, 84, of Cullman will be at 11 
a.m., Thursday, July 6th, 2017 at 
Cullman Funeral Home chapel 

with interment in Cullman City 
Cemetery, Elder David Guttery 

officiating. Cullman Funeral Home, 
461 U.S. Hwy. 278 E, Cullman, 

AL 35055 is in charge of the 
arrangements. Mrs. Lee passed 

away July 2, 2017 at her residence. 
She was born September 5, 1932 

to Nancy Lela Crider. Margie was 
a native of Cullman County and 

longtime dedicated member of Mt. 
Olive Primitive Baptist Church. She 

was a loving wife and mother and 
caregiver to their handicapped son 

for 35 years. She was loved by so 
many. She was preceded in death by 

her mother; son, Paul Robert Lee; 
sisters, Reecie Harbison, Orphia 

Schlosser, Ruth Burleson. Survivors 
include her husband of 62 years, 

James Milton Lee; daughter, Nancy 
Lee (Dewayne Brown); brother Jack 

Hudson; a host of nieces, family 
and friends. In lieu of flowers, the 

family requests donations be made 
to Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist 

Church at Providence, 190 Co. Rd. 
1428, Vinemont, Alabama, 35179.

Patty Jean Tidwell, 54, of Double 
Springs, entered into rest on July 
4, 2017 at Lakeland Community 

Hospital. Patty was born on April 
16, 1963 in Haleyville. She was a 

long-time member of Pleasant Hill 
Baptist Church and loved to help 

in Vacation Bible School. Patty 
was an awesome cook, probably 

the best cook in Winston County. 
She was a loving wife and momma.  
She enjoyed scrapbooking, flowers, 

gardening and canning.  Patty 
enjoyed life and never complained 

about anything. Visitation will 
be held on Thursday, July 6, 2017 

from 6 until 9 p.m. at Pleasant Hill 
No. 2 Baptist Church in Double 
Springs, where services will be 

held on Friday at 2 p.m. She will 
in state from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m. 

Brothers Adam Tidwell and Randy 

Taylor will officiate. Burial will 
follow in Littleville Cemetery. 

Patty is survived by her husband 
of 38 years, Cairlton Tidwell; sons, 

Adam Tidwell and Zeb Tidwell 
and his wife Crystil; one grandson, 

Oaklin Tidwell; brothers, Junior 
Lowman and his wife Donna, 

and Benny Knight and his wife 
Bonnie; sisters, Peggy Woods and 
her husband Chris, and AndraLee 

Tucker; and a host of nieces and 
nephews. She was preceded in 

death by her parents, Dillard and 
Helen Lowman; brothers, Ray and 
James D. Lowman; sister, Robbie 
Key; brother-in-law, Al Tucker; 

and nephew, Brian Tidwell.

Mary Louise (Peterson) Burgess 
was born Oct. 8th 1935 in Wayne 
County, Michigan to Ralph and 
Elizabeth (Abel) Peterson. She 

went to be with the Lord on July 
3rd, 2017 at her residence. Funeral 
Services will be held at Holly Pond 

Funeral Home Friday, July 7th 
at 11 a.m. with burial at Corinth 

Baptist Church Cemetery in Joppa. 
Funeral services will be officiated 

by; Rev. Wesley Alldredge and Rev. 
Fred Wilks. She is preceded in 

death by her husband of 61 years, 
Roy Burgess, (son) Danny Burgess 

and brothers; R.D. Ralph and 
Ronnie Peterson; and her parents. 

Survivors include: one sister, 
Shirley McClaran and one brother 

Johnny Abel and two daughters; 
Debbie (Paul) Crawford, Brenda 

(Mike) Maynard and two sons 
Billy (Brenda) Burgess, Dennis 

(Vicky) Burgess. Six grandchildren; 
Stephanie (Kenny) Eddleman, 
Jackie (Michael) Wright, Jesse 

(Amy) Maynard, Michael (Jessica) 
Burgess, Stacey (Anthony) Foster, 

Nick Burgess. Seven great-
grandchildren; Isabella, Cooper, 
Samantha, Racheal, Hunter, Lily 
and Aidan. Special thanks to her 

caregivers; Reatha Thomas, Jackie 
Wright, Isabella and special buddy 

Cooper Wright also Kindred 
Hospice of Cullman, Alabama. 
Visitation will be held from 6 

p.m. until 8 p.m. Thursday, July 
6 at the funeral home. In lieu of 
flowers donations can be made 

to Kindred Hospice of Cullman. 
Obituary written by the Burgess 

family. Holly Pond Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the family.

Funeral services for Bobbie 
Jean Ball, 80, of Vinemont, will 

be Friday, July 7, 2017 at 3 p.m. at 
Bethlehem West Baptist Church 

with interment in Crossroads 
Cemetery, the Rev. Tim Aris 

officiating. She will lie in state 
from 2 p.m. until 3 p.m. at the 

church, prior to service. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is in charge 

of arrangements. Mrs. Ball passed 
away Wednesday, July 5 at Cullman 

Long Term Healthcare. She was 
born March 13, 1937 to parents 

Robert Leander Hopper and Anna 

Beasley Hopper. She was preceded 
in death by her parents; and her 
husband, Junior Ball. Survivors 

include two daughters, Margaret 
(Maurice) Reynolds and Melissa 

(Paul) Goble; one son, Marvin 
(Holly) Ball; seven grandchildren, 

Michelle Kemp. Ryan Reynolds, 
Brittany Reynolds, Andy Ball, 

Tyler Ball, Sam Ball, and Anthony 
Goble; five great-grandchildren, 
Cody James, Tyler Kemp, Lane 
Reynolds, Logan Ball, Cooper 

Ball and Madi Goble; one brother, 
Robert (Margie) Hopper; and a host 

of family and friends. Visitation 
will be Thursday, July 6 from 6 p.m. 

until 8 p.m. at the funeral home.

Funeral Services for Sylvia 
Taylor, age 88 of Cullman, will be 
at 11 a.m. on Friday, July 7, 2017 in 

the Cullman Funeral Home Chapel 
with burial to follow at New Hope 

#2, Rev. Etsil Riddle officiating. 
Cullman Funeral Home directing. 

Mrs. Taylor was born on September 
18, 1928 to the late Robert David & 
Virginia Estelle Martin Blackwood; 
she passed away on July 3, 2017 at 

her residence. Sylvia was a member 
of Oak Level Baptist Church. She is 

preceded in death by her parents, 
her husband, Hubert Otis “Joe” 

Taylor; sisters, Ruth (Perry) White 
& Gearldean (Leon) Goodwin; 

brothers, Roy (Virginia) Blackwood 
& Billy (Betty) Blackwood; one 

great-great-granddaughter, Alissa 
Paradise Michelle Stager. Survivors 
include Daughter – Kathy Gibson; 

2 – Sons – Jack (Kay) Taylor & 
Ed (Vicky) Taylor; 2 – Sisters 
– Faynell (Jim) Rosenbalm & 

Nedra (Kenneth) Smith; Brother 
– Eual (Hilda) Blackwood; 5 – 
Grandchildren – David Firlik, 

Jennifer Obblish, Kelly Jo Firlik, 
Joe Taylor & Kristy Gibbs; 11 – 

Great- Grandchildren; 10- Great-
Great- Grandchildren. The family 

will receive friends for visitation at 
the funeral home on Thursday, July 
6, 2017 from 5:30 p.m. until 9 p.m.

Funeral services for Fred Seay 
Holmes, 87, of Hayden are Sunday, 
July 9, 2017 at 2 p.m. at Hanceville 

Funeral Home Chapel; with 
interment in Graves Gap Cemetery. 

Visitation on Sunday from 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. Mr. Holmes passed away 

Wednesday, July 5, 2017. He is 
survived by his wife, Wanzell Marie 

Holmes; daughter, Gayla (Steve) 
Zabriski; granddaughters, Morgan 

(Chris) Hornung and Erin Zabriski 
and a host of nieces and nephews.

Obituary Announcements: July 4 -9

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanSense.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

 

 

Onin Staffing Now Hiring For Automotive 
Production/Manufacturing Positions 

   

  Stand up and sit down forklift operators, customer 
service with medical/clerical experience, sandblasters, 
order pullers and general labor. 
 

Apply Today at 1495 County Road 437 
(Old Peoples Bank Building next to Hardee’s in Good Hope) 

256-287-5500 
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Non-Hodgkin’s LymphomaNon-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma
Roundup®, a common weed and  
grass killer, has been linked to the 
development of Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma in  farm workers and 
employees in garden centers, 
nurseries, and landscapers. If 
you or someone you care about 
has been diagnosed with Non-
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, contact 
us today as time may be limited.

1-800-460-0606
www.RespectForYou.com/NHL

PRINcIPaL oFFIce IN cameRoN, Texas
No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be 

performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other 
lawyers. See RespectForYou.com for attorney info.

Tough  • ExpEriEncEd • TrusTworThy
cappolino | dodd | KrEbs LL

P

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE. Default having 
been made in the payment of the indebtedness secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by Diane B. Morgan and Charles Morgan on October 
2, 1998, originally in favor of Oldstone Mortgage Company, LLC which 
was recorded on October 14, 1998 in Mortgage Book 1082, Page 250 in 
the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama, and 
subsequently assigned and transferred to Union Planters Bank, N.A., by 
an Assignment of Mortgage recorded on May 23, 2016 in Misc. Book 
316, Page 852 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, 
Alabama, and subsequently assigned and transferred to Travelers Bank 
and Trust, by an Assignment of Mortgage recorded on July 1, 2016 in 
Misc. Book 317, Page 800 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of 
Cullman County, Alabama, and subsequently assigned and transferred to 
CitiMortgage, Inc., by an Assignment of Mortgage recorded on January 
30, 2017 in Misc. Book 323, Page 146 in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Cullman County, Alabama, and subsequently assigned and 
transferred to Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB, as Trustee of 
Stanwich Mortgage Loan Trust A, by an Assignment of Mortgage 
recorded on January 30, 2017 in Misc. Book 323, Page 147 in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Notice is hereby 
given that, under and by virtue of the power of sale and terms contained 
in said mortgage, Shelton, Harrison and Pinson, LLC, as counsel for 
Mortgagee/Transferee, will on July 26, 2017 sell at public outcry, for 
cash, to the highest bidder, in front of the Courthouse door of Cullman 
County, during the legal hours of sale, the following described real estate, 
situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to wit: A PARCEL OF LAND IN 
THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF 
SECTION 36, TOWNSHIP 10 SOUTH, RANGE 3 WEST, MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS: FROM THE 
SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 36, DESCRIBED ABOVE, GO 
SOUTH 89 DEGREES 30' WEST, A DISTANCE OF 199.5 FEET, TO 
THE TRUE POINT OF BEGINNING OF THE PARCEL OF LAND 
HEREIN DESCRIBED; THENCE CONTINUE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 
30' WEST, A DISTANCE OF 225.5 FEET; THENCE NORTH 2 
DEGREES 0' WEST, A DISTANCE OF 1333.5 FEET; THENCE 
NORTH 89 DEGREES 9' EAST, A DISTANCE OF 202.5 FEET; 
THENCE SOUTHEAST IN A STRAIGHT LINE TO THE TRUE 
POINT OF BEGINNING. For informational purposes only, the street 
address of the Property to be sold is 948 County Road 607, Hanceville, 
AL 35077. The successful bidder at the sale will be required to provide 
the full amount bid in certified funds at the time of the sale. ANY 
PROPERTY ADDRESS PROVIDED IS NOT PART OF THE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY SOLD HEREIN AND IN THE 
EVENT OF ANY DISCREPANCY, THE LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
REFERENCED HEREIN SHALL CONTROL. This sale is made for the 
purpose of paying the indebtedness secured by said mortgage, as well as 
the expense of foreclosure. THE PROPERTY IS BEING SOLD "AS IS, 
WHERE IS". SAID PROPERTY IS SOLD WITHOUT WARRANT OR 
RECOURSE, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED AS TO TITLE, USE, OR 
ENJOYMENT AND WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF 
REDEMPTION OF ALL PARTIES ENTITLED THERETO. Neither the 
mortgagee, nor the officers, directors, attorneys, employees, agents or 
authorized representative of the mortgagee make any representation or 
warranty relating to the title or any physical, environmental, health or 
safety conditions existing in, on, at or relating to the property offered for 
sale. Any and all responsibilities or liabilities arising out of or in any way 
relating to any such condition, including those suggested by Code of Ala. 
(1975) Section 35-4-271, expressly are disclaimed. This sale is subject to 
all prior liens and encumbrances and unpaid taxes and assessments 
including any transfer tax associated with the foreclosure. The 
Mortgagee/Transferee reserves the right to bid for and purchase the real 
estate and to credit its purchase price against the expenses of sale and the 
indebtedness secured by the real estate. This sale is subject to 
postponement or cancellation. Alabama law gives some persons who 
have an interest in the property the right to redeem the property under 
certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that help persons avoid or 
delay the foreclosure process. An attorney should be consulted to help 
you understand these rights and programs as a part of the foreclosure 
process. Nicholas P. Edwards Shelton, Harrison and Pinson, LLC 
Attorney for Mortgagee/Transferee 701 Highlander Blvd., Suite 270 
Arlington, TX 76015 817.522.7550 NEdwards@shp-law.com A-4625332 
07/06/2017, 07/13/2017, 07/20/2017 

 

AlabamaWorks: 
Opportunity-Innovation-Accountability-Inclusion

Now there’s a way to recruit, 
train and empower, a highly 
skilled workforce driven by 

business and industry needs. 
It’s your competitive advantage 

in Alabama.

It’s time to grow at: www.alabamaworks.com

AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

DONATE YOUR car to 
charity. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off 
for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 1-844-810-
1257.

WANT YOUR ad to be 
seen in 120 newspapers 
statewide? Place your ad 
in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (a participat-
ing ALA-SCAN member) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide!

INSTRUCTION
INDEPENDENCE UNI-
VERSITY. Offering Asso-
ciate's, Bachelor's & Mas-
ter's Degree Programs. 
Study online around your 
schedule! Healthcare, 
Business, Technology, 
Graphic Arts, more! Fi-
nancial Aid for those that 
qualify! Call 844-290-
8053 for info! Accredited 
member, ACCSC.

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
and Cialis Users! A cheap-
er alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special- $99 + FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. Call Now: 1-855-
382-4115

CANADA DRUG Center: 
Safe, affordable medica-
tions. Licensed mail or-
der pharmacy. SAVE up to 
75%! Get $10.00 off your 
first prescription. Free 
shipping! Call 1-844-765-
6480.

OXYG E N - A N Y T I M E . 
Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The 
all-new Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! Free info kit: 
1-844-264-9500.

HELP WANTED-
DRIVERS

DRIVERS: FLATBED 
CDL-A Drivers! Region-
al & OTR Lanes. Holiday 
& vacation pay. Quality 
home time. BC/BS Medi-
cal/Dental/Prescription 
Insurance. Call 1-800-
580-2205 or go to www.
wtwenterprisesinc.com.

HELP WANTED-
HEALTHCARE

VIVA HEALTH is hiring 
ambitious Territory Mar-
keting Representatives in 
and around Birmingham, 
Florence, Mobile, and 
Montgomery! These indi-
viduals will cultivate new 
business and generate 
leads with the Medicare 
eligible community. Visit 
www.vivahealthcareers.
com for more informa-
tion and to apply.

FOR SALE
KILL BED Bugs & Their 
Eggs! Buy Harris Bed Bug 
Killers/KIT Complete 
Treatment System. Avail-
able: Hardware Stores, 
The Home Depot, ho-
medepot.com.

 Drivers: CDL-A: Home 
EVERY Weekend! 

Dedicated Southeast! Walk 
away lease. No money 
down. Drivers average 

$1,500 week. 
1-855-971-8522 

 Drivers, CDL-A: 
Dedicated Lanes/Freight. All New 

Equipment! Great Drop/Hook 
Miles! OTR, Solo and Teams 

(Teams Sign-On Bonus. 
Dan: 1-866-452-5235, ext. 3425 
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256-735-4074
105 2nd Ave SE • Cullman, Alabama

JEWELRY AND ACCESSORIES

BOGO
50%

COMMUNITY MATTERS

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

SPECIAL 
FOR SALE 

Batteries for Car, Truck 
 or Tractor 

    $48 Exchange    

A-1 BATTERY SUPPLY 
Cullman, Alabama 

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

The Mortgage Center
"Home Mortgages Are Our Only Business"

• Purchases ~ Up to 100%
• Conventional, FHA, VA and USDA
• Refinances
• Consolidations/Home Improvements
• Reverse Mortgages
• LOCAL Lender

www.themortgagecenterinc.comApply Online

Call us Today!
(256) 734-6193

NMLS#181775Alabama 
Possible 
releases 
statewide 
poverty 
statistics
BIRMINGHAM – 
Statewide nonprofit group 
Alabama Possible (AP) 
recently released its 2017 
Alabama Poverty Data 
Sheet, which highlights 
statewide poverty rates and 
data related to educational 
attainment, employment 
and food security.
	 According to the sheet, 
nearly 900,000 Alabamians 
live below the poverty line, 
which is just $24,257 a year 
for a family of four.
	 “Although Alabama’s 
overall poverty rate slightly 
declined, and our median 
household income is up, we 
still have work to do. The 
rest of America recovered 
from the recession at an 
even faster pace, and the 
gaps between Alabama and 
the nation’s poverty rate 
and median household 
income are bigger than 
ever,” said a release from 
AP.
	 This year’s data sheet 

shows Cullman County 
with a poverty rate of 19.4 
percent, up from 2016’s 
reported rate of 17.2 percent 
	 Continued the 
statement, “Because 
poverty is so common in 
Alabama, it can be hard to 
see.
	 "These families are our 
relatives, our friends, our co-
workers, and our neighbors. 
But they face numerous 
barriers that result from 
not having enough money, 
food, shelter, health 
care, education, or other 
necessities of life.”

Here’s what the 2017 
Alabama Poverty Data 
Sheet shows:
•	 Alabama is the sixth 
poorest state in the U.S., and 
18.5 percent of Alabamians 
live below the federal 
poverty line – a noticeably 
larger percentage than the 
national average of 14.7 
percent.
•	 14 of Alabama’s 67 
counties have a poverty 
rate higher than 25 percent. 

Nine counties have a 
poverty rate higher than 30 
percent.
•	 26.5 percent – or nearly 
300,000 – of Alabama’s 
children live in poverty.
•	 Alabama’s median 
household income is 
$44,833, which is nearly 
$11,000 less than the 
national median of $55,775.
•	 African American 
households in Alabama 
earn far less than white 
households. According to 
the data, white Alabamians 
earn $50,402 whereas 
African Americans earn 
$29,180.
•	 The risk of hunger is 
closely tied to poverty. 
Alabama has a notably 
high food insecurity rate at 
17.7 percent, while the U.S. 
stands at 13.4 percent.
•	 The child food 
insecurity rate stands 24.1 
percent, which is higher 
than the national average of 
17.9 percent.

Learn more at http://
alabamapossible.org/. 

Kristina Scott
Alabama Possible

POVERTY RATE BY STATE

NH

Under 12% in poverty

12% - 15.4% in poverty

15.5% - 19% in poverty

19% and above in poverty

2017ALABAMA POVERTY DATA SHEET

ALABAMA IS THE NATION’S  
SIXTH POOREST STATE.   
Nearly 900,000 of our neighbors – including nearly 
300,000 children – live below the poverty line.
Alabama Possible is a statewide nonprofit organization that removes barriers to prosperity 

through education, collaboration, and advocacy. Our research-driven work is designed to 

broaden relationships and enhance capacity building, with a focus on addressing systemic 

poverty. We believe that it is possible for all Alabamians to lead prosperous lives, and our 

programs work to make that possibility a reality. We have changed the way people think and 

talk about poverty in Alabama since 1993.
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REGION

METROPOLITAN7 NON-METROPOLITAN7

0

5

10

15

20

17%
15%

17%

19%

WHITE BLACK OR 
AFRICAN AMERICAN

HISPANIC OR 
LATINO

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

$57,407

$35,695

$29,180

$42,651

$33,984

$50,402

MEDIAN 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME

WHITE BLACK OR 
AFRICAN AMERICAN

HISPANIC OR 
LATINO

0

10

20

30

40

12.7% 13.7%

27.0%

31.2%

24.3%

33.6%

BACHELOR’S DEGREE

WHITE BLACK OR 
AFRICAN AMERICAN

HISPANIC OR 
LATINO

0

10

20

30

40

31.1%

25.9%

19.5%
15.9% 14.3% 13.7%

COLBERT

HOUSTON

LAUDERDALE
LIMESTONE

MADISON JACKSON

FRANKLIN LAWRENCE
MORGAN

MARSHALL DEKALB

CHEROKEE

ETOWAH
BLOUNT

CULLMANWINSTONMARION

LAMAR FAYETTE
WALKER

JEFFERSON

ST. CLAIR
CALHOUN

CLEBURNE

RANDOLPH
CLAY

TALLADEGA

SHELBYTUSCALOOSAPICKENS

GREENE

HALE

BIBB

PERRY

CHILTON
COOSA TALLAPOOSA CHAMBERS

LEE

MACON

ELMORE
AUTAUGA

DALLAS
MARENGO

SUMTER

CHOCTAW

WILCOX

LOWNDES

MONTGOMERY

BULLOCK

RUSSELL

BARBOUR
PIKE

CRENSHAW
BUTLER

MONROE

CLARKE

WASHINGTON

MOBILE

BALDWIN

CONECUH

ESCAMBIA

COVINGTON

COFFEE

GENEVA

DALE
HENRY

33.2%

22.2%

20.2%
20.3% 21.7% 22.4%

20.6%

18.1%

21.1%

19.8%

24.7% 20.4%

18.7%

18.9%

14.3%

16.4%

19.4%

18.0%

14.7%

12.4%

13.3%

20.1%

18.4%

20.6%

19.4%

19.0%

20.0%

18.9%

18.7%
18.4%

22.4%

8.5%20.0%24.3%

37.7%

28.5%

21.0%

23.0%
32.2%

14.0%
12.7%

40.0%

33.2%

24.4%
23.3%

35.2%

34.6%
22.8%

39.6%

25.9%
32.0%

19.9%
25.8%

28.6%

22.2%

22.4% 28.3%

18.4%

12.9%

24.4%

22.3%

16.2%

22.4%
18.3%

18.5%
17.0%

17.3%

Under 12% in poverty

12% - 15.4% in poverty

15.5% - 18.4% in poverty

18.5% - 24.9% in poverty

25% and above in poverty

COLBERT

HOUSTON

LAUDERDALE
LIMESTONE

MADISON JACKSON

FRANKLIN LAWRENCE
MORGAN

MARSHALL DEKALB

CHEROKEE

ETOWAH
BLOUNT

CULLMANWINSTONMARION

LAMAR FAYETTE
WALKER

JEFFERSON

ST. CLAIR
CALHOUN

CLEBURNE

RANDOLPH
CLAY

TALLADEGA

SHELBYTUSCALOOSAPICKENS

GREENE

HALE

BIBB

PERRY

CHILTON
COOSA TALLAPOOSA CHAMBERS

LEE

MACON

ELMORE
AUTAUGA

DALLAS
MARENGO

SUMTER

CHOCTAW

WILCOX

LOWNDES

MONTGOMERY

BULLOCK

RUSSELL

BARBOUR
PIKE

CRENSHAW
BUTLER

MONROE

CLARKE

WASHINGTON

MOBILE

BALDWIN

CONECUH

ESCAMBIA

COVINGTON

COFFEE

GENEVA

DALE
HENRY

33.7%

18.1%

18.1%
18.8% 21.3% 21.3%

23.5%

16.7%

23.1%

20.2%

20.6% 20.6%

16.6%

20.1%

13.6%

15.0%

17.2%

19.5%

17.5%

14.3%

14.2%

22.0%

22.0%

24.0%

18.6%

19.0%

20.5%

17.0%

20.4%
19.5%

22.5%

9.6%18.0%25.0%

33.2%

28.1%

25.2%

20.9%
32.1%

14.4%
13.1%

46.9%

38.1%

25.0%
25.6%

31.4%

35.2%
22.5%

35.1%

26.4%
25.4%

21.2%
25.0%

25.3%

24.9%

18.5% 30.6%

19.6%

13.0%

25.1%

20.8%

16.8%

23.9%
20.1%

22.4%
17.3%

18.7%

Under 12% in poverty

12% - 15.4% in poverty

15.5% - 19% in poverty

19.1% - 24.9% in poverty

25% and above in poverty

www.alabamapossible.org

ONE PERSON

$12,082
TWO PEOPLE

$15,391
THREE PEOPLE

$18,871
FOUR PEOPLE

$24,257
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