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ALS nonprofit holding arts 
and crafts fair this weekend
CULLMAN – Nonprof-
it group Fishing 4 a Cure 
4 ALS is doing something 
new. In addition to its an-
nual bass tournament, 
which is held in the fall, a 
vendor arts and crafts fair 
is happening this Saturday, 
July 29, from 5-9 p.m. at the 
Cullman Festhalle.
	 The new event, orga-
nized by Megan Harris, is 
free to attend. 
	 “It is all for the commu-
nity!” Harris emphasized. 
	 This is the first year 

for the craft fair, but the 
group’s fishing tournament 
has been around since 2014.
	 “Since it is our first 
(craft fair), we are starting 
small,” Harris said.
	 “We plan for this event 
to grow each year. I would 
love to be able to fill up De-
pot Park with vendors one 
day!”
	 The annual Fishing 4 
a Cure 4 ALS bass tourna-
ment is the primary event 
the organization has used 
to raise donations for the 
Alabama Chapter of the 
ALS Association, Harris ex-
plained. 

	 “While raising money is 
important to our organiza-
tion, bringing awareness is 
also part of our mission,” 
said Harris.
	 “This vendor and craft 
fair allows us to reach an-
other demographic in our 
community.”
	 As to why she thinks 
members of the local com-
munity should come out and 
support the cause, Harris’ 
answer was simple: it will 
be fun and connect Cullman 
with a worthy cause. 
	 “We will have free enter-
tainment by the Coleman 
Brothers, several different 

vendors, and local crafters,” 
Harris said.
	 “This event gives us the 
opportunity to get involved 
with our community and 
show them what Fishing 4 a 
Cure 4 ALS is all about.”
	 As of press time, the 
confirmed vendors are: 
Strength by Design, Lu-
LaRoe, JewelScent, Perfect-
ly Posh, Housewife Hand-
crafted, LipSense, Plunder, 
Mary Kay, adornable.u, 
Scentsy, doTERRA, Tur-
quoise Cotton Boutique, 
Cullman Mental Health, 
and Magic of Mickey, as well 
as several local crafters. 

	 According to its Face-
book page, “Fishing 4 a Cure 
4 ALS, LLC is a 501c3 non-
profit organization dedicat-
ed to raising awareness and 
funds to find a cure for ALS 
and support those families 
affected by this disease.
	 “We formed this group 
in honor of Danny Harris, 
our husband, father, grand-
father, brother, uncle and 
friend who is currently bat-
tling this disease.”
	 Says the National In-
stitutes of Health (NIH), 
“Amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis (ALS) is a rare group of 
neurological diseases that 

mainly involve the nerve 
cells (neurons) responsible 
for controlling voluntary 
muscle movement.
	 "Voluntary muscles 
produce movements like 
chewing, walking, breath-
ing and talking. The disease 
is progressive, meaning the 
symptoms get worse over 
time.
	 "Currently, there is no 
cure for ALS and no effec-
tive treatment to halt, or 
reverse, the progression of 
the disease.”

ALS is also referred to as 
Lou Gehrig's disease. 

Will Hogue
will@cullmansense.com

CPD Lt. Jeff Warnke, left, Officer Rodney Banister, center, and CPD Chief Kenny 
Culpepper demonstrate how the cones will be set up during school hours. 
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CULLMAN – AJ’s Steakhouse has been a 
Cullman institution since 2006.  After 11 
years and multiple “best steak” awards, 
owner Melody Folsom Hill has decided it’s 
time for something new.  She sat down with 
The Tribune to reminisce about her life as a 
restaurateur, and to talk about her decision 
to turn the page.

The early days
Hill began, “We opened Aug. 1, 2006, when 
our daughter was 11 months old.  And she’s 
AJ; that’s who we named it after.  She was 
named after my brother Andrew Jackson.  
He passed away when I was two months 
pregnant.  My husband and Jack were 
real close, and they wanted to go into the 
restaurant business together, but it just 
didn’t happen.  
	 “My husband worked 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Cullman Police announce 
changes to morning traffic 
flow around city schools
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After 
eleven 
tasty 
years, AJ’s 
Steakhouse 
prepares 
to say 
goodbye

Melody Folsom Hill, daughter 
of former Alabama governor 
“Big Jim” Folsom opened 
AJ’s Steakhouse with her 
late husband, Doug Hill. 
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CULLMAN – The start of a 
new school year brings a fair 
amount of confusion, especially 
when it comes to school traffic. 
Until parents find their own 
comfortable routine, morning 
drop-off areas tend to be 
chaotic and crowded. To help 
combat traffic congestion 
around Cullman Middle 
School, Primary School and 
High School, which has been 
a problem in recent years, the 
Cullman Police Department 
worked together with the 
city schools and a city traffic 
engineer to design new routes 
for parents dropping off their 

children.
	 The project, nicknamed 
“Mayhem 2017,” was the subject 
of a meeting held by Chief 
Kenny Culpepper Wednesday 
morning, during which he went 
over some of the areas that will 
likely pose more problems.
	 Culpepper says each of the 
three schools in the affected 
area will have an officer present 
at its open house to explain the 
traffic flow changes, and that 
during the first few weeks of 
the new school year, pairs of 
officers will be stationed at each 
affected school intersection to 
answer questions from drivers 
and direct traffic if necessary.

The open house schedules 

for Cullman City Schools are 
as follows: 
Thursday, August 3
•	 Cullman Middle School, 5 
p.m.

Friday, August 4: 
•	 Cullman City Primary 
	 School 
	 - Kindergarten, 4 p.m.
	 - First grade, 5 p.m.

Monday, August 7
•	 East Elementary, 4-6 p.m. 
	 (not affected)
•	 West Elementary, 5-7 p.m. 
	 (not affected)
•	 Cullman High School, 6-8 
	 p.m.

Several people present 

at Wednesday’s meeting 
anticipated negative reactions 
over the changes, especially one 
near the middle school. Drivers 
traveling south on Second 
Avenue will no longer be able 
to turn left onto Oak Drive in 
order to drop their students 
off in the circle, which ends 
up causing congestion with 
drivers going north on Second 
and turning right; instead, 
they must turn left onto Ninth 
Street and drop their kids off in 
the designated drop-off zones.
	 Additionally, drivers will no 
longer be able to turn left off of 
Third Avenue onto Oak Drive 
during school hours. 
	 Although several 
r e s t r i c t i o n s 

Heather Mann, W.C. Mann
Cullman Tribune
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AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

AlabamaWorks: 
Opportunity-Innovation-Accountability-Inclusion

Now there’s a way to recruit, 
train and empower, a highly 
skilled workforce driven by 

business and industry needs. 
It’s your competitive advantage 

in Alabama.

It’s time to grow at: www.alabamaworks.com

Your Future 
Matters to Us.

Poarch is proud to be a partner in 
Alabama’s progress.

We have a tradition of including others.

Poarch provides more than 13,000 jobs to 
Alabamians, pays millions in state taxeseach year, and 

makes charitable contributions reaching nearly 
$8 million annually. 

Strong communities can help build a better life for all.

ALABAMA NATIVES. ALABAMA NEIGHBORS.
PoarchNeighbors.com pci-nsn.gov

251.368.9136

 

Recommended Vaccines
Child Care 

Centers (by 12 
Months of Age)

Kindergarten 
through 

5th Grade

6th through 
12th Grade

DTaP 4* 5* 5*

IPV 3* 4* 4*

MMR 1* 2* 2*

Varicella 1* 1* 2**

Hib 4*

PCV 4*

Tdap 1*

Rota 3

Hep A 1 2 2

HepB 3 3 3

HPV 3

MCV 2

*Code of Alabama §16-30-4    **1 dose for <13 years of age or 2 doses for >13 years of age

Prior to entering any Alabama school or child care center, an up-to-date 
Certificate of Immunization must be submitted for each child.

For more information,
visit adph.org/immunization or

facebook.com/AlabamaImmunizationInfo

Diagram of Cullman Middle School traffic flow
CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Diagram of Cullman Primary School and Cullman High School traffic flow
CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

•	 Addison
•	 Cullman
•	 Cullman
	 Shopping
	 Center
•	 Eva
•	 Good Hope
•	 Hwy 157
•	 Huntsville
•	 Madison
•	 Vinemont
•	 West Point
256-737-9900

Batteries for Car, Truck 
or Tractor 

    $38 Exchange    
A-1 BATTERY SUPPLY 

Cullman, Alabama 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

Traffic (from Front)
are being set up on where 
drivers can go, the police are 
also setting up cones and 
barricades to ensure one-
way traffic flow on certain 
streets in order for cars to 
use every lane instead of 
just the ones on the right 
side of the road.
	 They plan to have the 
barricades set up each 
morning by 7:15, and will 
take them down after the 
drop-off hours are over.  
Furthermore, afternoon 
pick-up will not be affected 
by any of the morning 
changes.
	 The presentation 
included updated directions 
for drivers going to the 
primary, middle and high 
schools depending on which 
direction they are traveling:

To primary school

•	 From Childhaven or 
Eva Roads: turn left onto 
13th St., right onto Stadium 
Drive, then left onto Hoehn 
Drive 
•	 From Hwy 278: travel 
north on Fourth Ave. NE, 
turn right onto Oak Drive, 
left onto Stadium Drive, 
then right onto Hoehn Drive
•	 From Convent Rd.: 
travel west on Oak Drive, 
turn right onto Stadium 
Drive, then right onto 
Hoehn Drive.
•	 From Hwy 31: travel 
east on Eighth St., turn left 
onto Second Ave., right onto 
13th St., right onto Stadium 
Drive, then left onto Hoehn 
Drive.

To middle school
•	 From Childhaven Road: 
travel south on Second 
Avenue, turn left onto Ninth 

St., drop kids off at Ninth St. 
side
•	 From Hwy 278: travel 
north on Second Avenue, 
turn right onto Oak Drive, 
then left into CMS circle 
(pull up as far as possible 
before stopping)
•	 From Convent Road: 
travel west on Oak Drive, 
turn left onto Hoeppner 
Lane, right onto Elizabeth 
St., right onto Second 
Avenue, right onto Oak 
Drive, then left into CMS 
circle (pull up as far as 
possible before stopping)
•	 From Hwy 31: travel east 
on Eighth St., turn left onto 
Second Avenue, then left 
onto Ninth St.

To high school
•	 From Childhaven or Eva 
Roads: turn left onto 13th 
St. and right onto Stadium 

Drive.
•	 From Hwy 278: travel 
north on Third Avenue NE, 
turn right onto Oak Drive, 
left onto Fourth Avenue 
NE, right onto 13th St., then 
right onto Stadium Drive.
•	 From Convent Road: 
travel west on Oak Drive 
and turn right onto Stadium 
Drive.
•	 From Hwy 31: travel east 
on Eighth St., turn left onto 
Second Avenue, right onto 
13th St., then right onto 
Stadium Drive.
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	 A new study published in PLOS ONE has found that people who 
take proton pump inhibitors (PPIs) had a 70 percent increase in the 
risk of being admitted to the hospital with infectious gastroenteritis.

***
	 A new Universite de Montreal study in the British Medical 
Journal reveals that antidepressants prescribed to pregnant women 
could increase the chance of having a baby with birth defects. The 
risk – six to ten percent, versus three to five percent in women 
who do not take the drugs – is high enough to merit caution in 
their use, especially since, in most cases, they are only marginally 
effective, the study says. For example, when Celexa (the brand name 
for citalopram) was taken in the first trimester, the risk of major 
birth defects jumped from five percent to eight percent. Similarly, 
use of Paxil (paroxetine) was associated with an increased risk of 
heart defects; venlafaxine (Effexor), with lung defects and tricyclic 
antidepressants (such as Elavil), with increased eye, ear, face and 

neck defects.
***

	 As many as three out of four surgery patients could be receiving 
anti-clotting medications that they do not need, according to 
new research. A study published in Annals of Surgery challenges 
standard-of-care guidelines specifying that all general surgery 
patients receive anticoagulants. The treatment is meant to prevent 
formation of blood clots in the veins. In the worst cases, clots could 
break free and block blood flow to vital organs such as the lungs, 
causing sudden death. However, the new findings suggest that the 
preventive measure may be unnecessary for most patients and could 

even be harmful to a small proportion.
***

Presented as a service to the community by
Hospital Discount Pharmacy.

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Keith and Hoagy Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale - Thursday 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Protect your family today.
Call Kim for a Free Security System quote!

1 2 1 5 2 n d A v e N W C u l l m a n • L O C A L P E O P L E , L O C A L C O M P A N Y, S I N C E 1 9 7 2

256-739-0224
Cell (256) 708-4733

ktrelles@adssecurity.com

Local People, Local Company

The
Culman Tribune 

Subscribe to 
The Cullman 
Tribune today 
and have it 
delivered to 
your door!

Annual Subscriptions

• In County - $75
• Out of County - $85

Send checks to
219 2nd Ave. SE

Cullman, AL 35055
256-739-1351
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Commission meeting becomes 
referendum on local trucking business
CULLMAN – When 
the Cullman County 
Commission planned 
Tuesday morning ’s 
meeting, the commissioners 
probably did not know that 
the hot topic wouldn’t even 
be among the 18 items on 
the agenda. 
	 Early in the meeting, 
when the floor was opened 
to public comment, four 
Vinemont area residents 
from County Roads 1285, 
1286 and 1279 took their 
turns speaking about 
Zachary Wootten of 
Wootten Logistics, who is 
trying to locate a trucking 
business on County Road 
1285. 
	 Kim Smith was the first 
to speak, offering the most 
detailed presentation. 
	 Smith had a prepared 
written statement, which 
she made available to The 
Tribune, but modified the 
wording at certain points 
during her presentation. 
The following transcript is 
from an audio recording of 
her verbal statement.
	 She began, “I’m here to 
address a statement that has 
been made to me by Zachary 
Wootten of Wootten 
Logistics. He stated that 
the County Commission 
has agreed to widen County 
Road 1285 and fix the 
intersections where it joins 
Highway 31 and County 
Road 1286, so he can put 
his trucking company on a 
5-acre lot that is located on 
1285 that is in the middle of 
residential homes.
	 “County Road 1285 is 
not even wide enough for 
two cars to pass. It’s been in 
a pitiful condition for what 
I’ve known at least 18 and 
a half years that I’ve lived 
there. 
	 “And I think it’s 
wrong for the County 
Commission to use our tax 
dollars to widen County 
Road 1285 and to fix those 
intersections for only one 
businessman. One business, 
a trucking company that is 
established there, is going 
to cause the property values 

to decline for 26 current 
homeowners who pay taxes 
and vote. There’s 16 homes 
on County Road 1286, four 
homes on 1285, six homes 
on 1279, and Dubberly 
General Contractors is now 
developing 10 acres on the 
north end of 1285 that’s 
going to have 10 additional 
homes on it. This is going to 
negatively impact Dubberly 
General Contractors on 
their development there 
with trucks coming out 
24/7. It’s also going to 
present numerous safety 
issues for our children, our 
young drivers and everyone 
who lives on 1285, 1286 and 
1279, with anywhere from 
20 to 30 trucks coming in 
and out of that road 24/7.”
	 Smith went on to 
list accidents and code 
violations involving the 
company over the last two 
years, express concern 
about chemicals from truck 
wash bays and fueling 
stations getting into 
area soil and water, and 
challenge the commission 
to justify the potential 
expense of modifying 
County Road 1285.
	 She concluded by 
referencing a conversation 
she had with Commissioner 
Garry Marchman, in which 
she says he told her that 
the commission had not 
agreed to help Wootten; but 
followed up by pointing out 
that the commission had 
apparently agreed to trim 
trees along the road to allow 
Wootten’s trucks to pass.
	 Chairman Kenneth 
Walker offered the 
commission’s first 
response.
	 “Actually, this 
commission has not agreed 
on nothing. Actually, this 
is the first time I’ve ever 
heard about this project, 
period. So I don’t know 
where Mr. Wootten’s getting 
his information, but this 
commission has not agreed 
on anything; because this is 
the first I’ve heard anything 
about 1285 or any Wootten, 
LLC, or whatever. So ever 
what he’s telling you, I have 
no idea what you’re talking 
about.”

	 Marchman, who did 
have previous contact with 
Wootten, added, “He’s right; 
there’s no agreement been 
made by the commission to 
widen the road or anything 
like that. Now, I did agree 
to go out there and trim 
the trees back, but that’s 
common on any county 
road, you know. And he said 
the trees were overhanging 
the road where he couldn’t 
get his trucks down if he 
had to use it. I’d do that for 
anybody, any company, or 
a local farmer that needed 
to haul a tractor in and out. 
You know, I would do that 
for anybody.”
	 The three remaining 
Vinemont residents, Steve 
McClellan, Ed Taylor and 
Ruby Taylor, spoke briefly 
in turn afterward, echoing 
Smith’s safety concerns, and 
adding that property for 
a truck yard was available 
elsewhere in the county, and 
that the proposed Vinemont 
site adjoined Soul’s Harbor 
Christian School. Ed Taylor 
pointed out that all houses 
along the narrow County 
Road 1285 are already 
within 50 feet of the road, 
and that widening the road 
and adding drainage could 
create additional problems 
for those homeowners. 
Ruby Taylor expressed 
concern that trucks could 
pose a hazard to children at 
the school, since the school 
had no fence along the 
boundary of its property.
	 As this was not an agenda 
item, the commission could 
not and did not take any 
action after the public 
comments were concluded.

Zachary Wootten’s 
response
Wootten was not present at 
the commission meeting, 
nor was any representative 
from Wootten Logistics. 
A driver himself, he was 
on the road to Indiana 
when he found out about 
the meeting, and he spoke 
with The Tribune by phone 
Tuesday afternoon.
	 “They didn’t tell me they 
were going to do this,” said 
Wootten, “and I’m angry. 
They’ve made this into a 

big ordeal, and I didn’t want 
to be made out to be a bad 
person. All I’m trying to do 
is put in a truck company, 
and it’s a small trucking 
company; I drive my own 
truck. I have about 15 
trucks: 10 trucks of my own, 
and four or five that are 
leased.
	 “It’s just going to be a 
shop, offices and parking. 
I’m trying to make a living, 
and I need a shop to make 
a living. It takes a shop 
to make a truck company 
work. I can’t always be 
sending my trucks out for 
someone else to work on.
	 “They want me to buy 
property somewhere else, 
but I can’t sell the place for 
what I’ve got in it, then buy a 
$250,000 piece of property 
somewhere else. I can’t 
find property I can afford. 
There’s property available 
on major roads, but it’s too 
expensive; go find a flat 
5-acre piece of land, and see 
what it costs. If I sell, I’ve 
got to make enough to cover 
the cost of moving.
	 “I talked to Garry 
Marchman, and he said 
he would help me any way 
he could. If he could, he’d 
widen the road. If he could 
pave, he’d pave. If not, he 
wouldn’t. He wouldn’t do 
anything under the table. 
There was nothing for 
certain. If they help, they 
help. If I have to kick in 
money to widen the turns, 
I’ll do it. For me to sell, it 
will cost more money to buy 

another property than it 
would cost to build where I 
am.
	 “I’m 32 years old. I’ve 
got a wife and kids, and 
I’m just trying to take care 
of my family. I’m trying to 
stand on my own two feet. 
I drive a truck; I’m on the 
road today. I don’t deserve 
this.”

Other commission 
business
In addition to several 
common administrative 
items, the commission 
approved the following:
•	 2017-18 funding for 
the Cullman Area Rural 
Transportation System, to 
include the construction 
of a wash bay and fueling 
stations at the CARTS 
facility
•	 A disaster assistance 
agreement that will allow 
the construction of a 
community safe room/
storm shelter at Stony 
Lonesome OHV Park. The 
shelter will hold up to 187 
people, and will be paid for 
mainly through a federal 
grant.
•	 A resolution allowing 
County Attorney Chad 
Floyd to pursue delinquent 
taxpayers without having 
to bring each case before 
the commission on an 
individual basis. Floyd said 
the move would streamline 
the process of collecting 
overdue taxes.
•	 A lease agreement with 
the state, allowing the 

Cullman County Emergency 
Management Agency 
official use of a National 
Guard warehouse at 704 
23rd St. SW in Cullman. 
The facility has been on 
loan to EMA for several 
years as a storage site for 
disaster response and state 
mortuary team equipment. 
The county’s “rent” will 
consist of funding routine 
maintenance and repairs at 
the site.

The commission announced 
temporary changes to its 
meeting schedule, due to 
the commission conference 
room being used as a polling 
place for the upcoming 
special U.S. Senate election, 
and to other schedule 
conflicts.

The remaining meetings 
will take place on the 
following days:
•	 Tuesday, Aug. 8
•	 Thursday, Aug. 31
•	 Tuesday, Sep. 12
•	 Thursday, Oct. 5
•	 Tuesday, Oct. 24
•	 Tuesday, Nov. 14
•	 Tuesday, Nov. 28
•	 Thursday, Dec. 14
•	 Thursday, Dec. 28

The Cullman County 
Commission’s next meeting 
will take place in the 
Commission Meeting Room 
at the Cullman County 
Courthouse at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 8, with a work 
session at 8:30. The public 
is invited to attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

The commission met before a nearly 
packed house Tuesday morning.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

We offer a wide variety of Dental Services:
Teeth Whitening • Porcelain Veneers • Digital X-Ray • Intra-Oral Cameras 

• Partials • Implant Restorations • Dentures • Root Canal Procedures

SINGLE VISIT DIGITAL CROWNS

Now Offering Dental Implant Placement
Using 3D X-Rays and software, we are able to accurately place IMPLANTS here in the office.

What does this mean for you?
Implants replace missing teeth and enable you to wear dentures without adhesive

Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • CullmanDentist.com

"We treat you like family."

Jonathan Echols, D.M.D., P.C. • Ashley Holladay, D.M.D.
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CCCDC awards almost $110K in grants
CULLMAN – The Cullman 
County Community 
Development Commission 
(CCCDC) met on Monday 
evening at Cullman City 
Hall, where they awarded 
almost $110,000 in grants 
to nonprofits, community 
organizations and 
municipalities across the 
county.
	 Funding for CCCDC 
grants comes from taxes- 
Tennessee Valley Authority 
(TVA) in lieu of taxes and 
beer taxes. The CCCDC 
began the evening with 
$209,980 in available 
funds; however, the board 
has a $100,000 reserve 
policy. Grants are capped at 
$12,000 and are not issued 
for more than that amount 
except under extraordinary 
circumstances.
	 One of these 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
circumstances, according 
to the Rep. Randall Shedd, 
R-Fairview and Fairview 
High School, is the disrepair 
of the track at the school.
	 The school requested 
$50,000 for the project, 
one that is similar to the 
projects completed using 
CCCDC money at both 
Hanceville and West Point 
High Schools; both of those 
schools had their tracks 
renovated thanks to CCCDC 
funding.
	 The request from 
Fairview was not approved, 
however, due to current 
drainage issues at the site of 
the track.
	 There was a lengthy 
debate, during which 
commissioner Jamie 
Speakman stated that the 
drainage problems have 
caused damage to the track 
and will only set the school 

back into the same position 
in a few years.
	 This lead commissioner 
Bradley Williams to 
question if the request 
was an efficient use of 
taxpayer money. After a 
vote requiring a majority 
to pass, the request was not 
approved.
	 It was not declined, 
however. It will be heard 
again next month. The 
commission stated in 
no uncertain terms that 
Fairview High School 
Principal, Dr. Chris 
Gambrill, should be at the 
future meeting to address 
the commission’s concerns 
about the drainage issue. 
	 Four requests were 
rushed in preparation 
for the upcoming school 
year, since it will begin by 
the time the next CCCDC 
meeting is held. Holly Pond 
and Vinemont Elementary 
Schools were awarded 
$9,653 and $12,000, 
respectively, to purchase 
Chromebooks.
	 The Cullman Area 
Technology Academy 
received $12,000 of 
the $12,560 requested, 
also for the purchase 
of Chromebooks. The 
Cullman County Board of 
Education CARE Program 
was awarded $10,000 for 
Chromebooks as well. 

Additionally, the 
following requests were 
approved by the CCCDC: 
•	 $6,000 to the Cullman 
Senior Center for upgrades 
and repairs
•	 $4,000 to the Colony 
Senior Center for upgrades 
and repairs
•	 $8,000 to the Cold 
Springs Community Center 
for the purchase a generator 
•	 $12,000 to the 
V i n e m o n t - P r o v i d e n c e 

Volunteer Fire Department 
for cardiac arrest life-saving 
equipment
•	 $12,000 to the Fairview 
Volunteer Fire Department 
for a firefighting skid unit
•	 $12,000 to the City of 
Hanceville for sidewalk 
expansion to Wallace 
State Community College, 
which the City hopes will 
encourage walkability 
between shopping areas 
and the college. 
•	 $12,000 to the Cullman 
County 4-H Shotgun Club 
for the purchase of two 
skeet throwers and a trap 
machine

Several requests were 
denied by the commission, 
mostly due to not falling 
within the commission’s 
set parameters of 
economic and community 
development, education, 
conservation and fire 
protection:
•	 $12,000 to Camp 
Liberty- denied for being 
too vague. Without anyone 
present to address concerns, 
the commissioners said the 
request can be resubmitted 
at a later date.
•	 $12,000 to West Point 
Elementary School for its 
playground project. This 
was denied because it fell 
outside the commission’s set 
parameters (playgrounds).
•	 $12,000 to The 
Crossing- denied for falling 
outside the commission’s 
set parameters (hygiene 
items).
•	 $488 to the Boy Scouts- 
denied for falling outside 
the commission’s set 
parameters (salary).
•	 $12,000 to the Logan 
Preservation Foundation- 
denied because it fell 
outside the commission’s set 
parameters (playgrounds).
•	 $8,000 to CATA for a 

conference for students- 
procedurally denied 
because the conference has 
already taken place.

The following requests 
were tabled due to a lack 
of information and/or 
available funds:
•	 $12,000 to the VFW 
for its Veterans Day 
Celebration- tabled due to 
the request being made too 
soon following a previous 
award (12-month waiting 
period). The commissioners 
also voiced concerns, 
saying they did not receive 
the required paperwork 
following the VFW’s last 
award. The VFW can re-
apply closer to the date of 
the celebration.
•	 $12,000 to the 
Oktoberfest Committee- 
tabled because 
commissioners said they 
did not receive the required 
paperwork following the 
Oktoberfest Committee’s 
last award.
•	 The Cullman County 
Probate Office requested 
$12,000 to partially fund an 
ongoing project preserving 
historic documents of 
the county, but the grant 
received by the commission 
would only cover a portion 
of the cost. Per CCCDC 
rules, the recipient of a 
grant must prove what they 
used the money for, and 
must complete the project 
that grants were allotted 
for. 
•	 A request from 
the Cullman County 
Commission for $100,000 to 
be used to repave/resurface 
County Road 813 was tabled 
due to lack of funds. 
•	 $50,000 for the Fairview 
High School track (see 
above)
•	 Nonprofit group Life 
That Counts requested 

$12,000 for “positive 
youth development.” The 
commissioners said they 
need more information 
before they make a decision.

CCCDC board members are 
appointed by Alabama state 
legislators.

Board members are:
•	 Jamie Speakman- 
appointed by Sen. Paul 
Bussman, R-Cullman
•	 Bradley Williams- 

appointed by Rep. Corey 
Harbison, R- Good Hope
•	 Acting Chairman Joe 
Golden- appointed by 
Shedd
•	 Josh Speakman- Rep. Ed 
Henry, R-Hartselle

To learn more or to submit 
a grant application, visit 
h t t p : //c o. c u l l m a n . a l . u s /
cccdc/cccdc.html. The next 
meeting will be on Aug. 28 
at 6 p.m. at Cullman City 
Hall.

Andrew Cryer
Tribune Correspondent

Monday - Friday 8am-5pm
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • CullmanDentist.com

"We treat you like family."

SINGLE VISIT
DIGITAL CROWNS

Pepsi Cola 
Distributing Company 

205	Olive	St.	SW,		Cullman,	AL			256-734-9454 

DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*All rebates applied, must have ‘99 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

NOW ONLY $22,995
STK#77562

2017 GMC TERRAIN
FWD SLE-1

WAS $30,810

NOW ONLY $41,620
STK#77960

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive SLT SLT Premium Plus Package

WAS $55,350
DON’T MAKE A

$3,000 
MISTAKE!

NOW ONLY $30,990
STK#77865

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500
Double Cab Standard Box 2-Wheel Drive SLE SLE Value Package

WAS $42,095
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Frankie Herbert Elliott, 68 
of Logan, entered into rest 

on July 24, 2017 at Cullman 
Regional Medical Center 

surrounded by his loved ones. 
He was born on January 21, 

1949 in Cullman. Herbert 
attended Good Hope High 

School. He enjoyed horseback 
riding, fishing, coon hunting, 
and gardening. He was called 

"Pudley" by his friends and 
family. Visitation will be held 

on Thursday, July 27, 2017 
from 12 p.m. 2 p.m. at Nichols 

Funeral Home in Addison, 
where services will be held 
at 2 p.m. Reverend Herman 
Elliott will officiate. Burial 

will be in New Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church Cemetery. 
"Pudley" was survived by 

his loving wife of 48 years, 
Jennie Elliott; son, Dewayne 

Elliott; daughter, Susan Kilgo 
and her husband Edward; 
brother, Billy Elliott and 

his wife Lois; sister, Shelia 
Purser and her husband David 

Douglas; he was "Paw Paw" 
to 1 grandchild, Tasha Alden, 

and 1 great-grandchild, Lakyn 
Alden. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 

Fred and Mary Elliott; and 
brother, Donald Elliott.

Funeral Services for Mr. 
Kenneth Edward Privett, 

age 59 of Blountsville, will be 
held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, 
July 27, 2017 at Holly Pond 

Funeral Home, Dale Weaver 
officiating. Interment 

following in Rock Springs 

Cemetery. Mr. Privett was 
born on November 18, 1957 
in Blount County, Alabama 

to Eunice Edward and Mary 
Elizabeth Towns Privett. He 

attended J.B. Pennington 
High School. Mr. Privett 

married the love of his life, 
Ms. Betty Denney, on June 

10, 1977. He worked for Smith 
Poultry as a truck driver 

until his health declined. He 
enjoyed riding motorcycles, 
was a fixer of anything that 

was broken, and was a caring 
father and grandfather. Mr. 

Privett is predeceased by 
his father, Eunice Edward 
Privett and a sister Brenda 

Staton. Survivors include his 
wife, of 40 years, Mrs. Betty 

Denney Privett; mother, Mary 
Elizabeth Privett; daughters, 
Joni Posey, Jamie (Donald) 

Franklin, and Jessica Dobbs; 
grandchildren, Hallie (Joey) 

Saye, Hannah Nelson, Trevor 
Posey, Kati Franklin, Tyler 

Franklin, Tristen Dobbs, and 
Jayda Dobbs; siblings, Roy 
(Deanna) Privett, Johnny 
Privett, Patricia (Lonnie) 

Cardwell, and Danny Privett, 
and best friend, James Staton. 

Visitation will be held from 
6 p.m. until 8 pm Wednesday 

evening at the funeral 
home. Pallbearers will be 

Mike Gibbs, Kyle Langston, 
Mark Staton, James Staton, 

and Dustin Denny, and 
Joseph Privett. Honorary 
pallbearers will be Benji 

Gibbs and Justin Fleming. 
Holly Pond Funeral Home is 

honored to serve the family.

Funeral services for 
Lillian Opal Gibson 

Mitchell, 97 of Cullman, 
will be 2 p.m. on Friday, 

July 28, 2017 at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home 

with interment in Cullman 
City Cemetery, Rev. Stanley 

Dye officiating. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Mrs. Mitchell passed away 

Monday, July 24 at Cullman 
County Long Term Care. 

She was born April 5, 1920 
to parents Jospeh Jeter and 

Julia Pearl Davis Gibson. 
She is preceded in death by 
her parents; her husband, 

Charlie B. Mitchell; one 
daughter, Pat Simpson; one 
sister, Dorothy Easterling; 

two brothers, Clyde and Sam 
Gibson; and one niece, Esta 
McCary. Survivors include 

two sons, Brad (Nancy) 
Mitchell and Kelly (Renea) 
Mitchell; six grandchildren, 

Beth (Craig) Alexander, 
Mandy (Charlie) Piper, Will 
Mitchell, Morgan Mitchell, 

Matthew (Jennifer) Simpson, 
and Christopher Simpson; 

ten great-grandchildren, 
Ella Alexander, Ellie 

Simpson, Emily Simpson, 
Bobby Simpson, Charlie 

Rae Piper, Scarlett Piper, 
Eli Piper, Keirin Piper, 
Hattie Piper, and Torin 

Piper; one brother Shelby 
Douglas Gibson; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, family, 

and friends. Visitation will 
be Friday from 12 p.m. until 
2 p.m.at the funeral home.

Funeral services for Bobby 
Joe Norwood, Sr., 78, of 

Cullman, will be Saturday, 
July 29, 2017 at 2 p.m. at 

Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home with interment in 

Cullman Heritage Cemetery. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 

Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mr. Norwood 

passed away Tuesday, 
July 25 at Walker Baptist 

Medical Center. He was born 
December 28, 1938 to parents 

Thomas Bruce and Nancy 
Lillian Freeman Norwood. 
He was preceded in death 

by his parents; one brother, 
Thomas Harris Norwood, I; 
and one sister, Mary Helios 
Norwood. Survivors include 
his wife of 42 years, Wanda 
Bragg Norwood; two sons, 

Bobby Joe Norwood, Jr. and 
Thomas Harris Norwood, 
II; two daughters, Angela 

Norwood Gordy and Mary 
Ann Norwood Lawrence; nine 

grandchildren, Sebastian, 
Adrionna, Ethan, Jordan, 
Kingsley, Bryson, Angel, 

Amanda, and Christopher; 
several great-grandchildren; 

two sisters, Ann Janet 
Chisolm and Martha Jane 
(Arthur) Beach; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, family, 
and friends. Visitation will 

be Saturday from 12 p.m. 
until 2 p.m. prior to service 

at the funeral home.

Obituary Announcements: July 27-29

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanSense.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	
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CLASSIFIEDS
AUCTIONS

ABSOLUTE AUC-
TION-Hamilton, AL-322 
+/- acres offered in 7 par-
cels-US Hwy 278/ Hwy 
43-Wednesday, August 2, 
1:00 pm, gtauctions.com, 
205.326.0833, Granger, 
Thagard & Assoc, Inc, 
Jack F Granger, #873

SERVICES
DONATE YOUR car to 
charity. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off 
for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 1-844-810-
1257.

WANT YOUR ad to be 
seen in 120 newspapers 
statewide? Place your ad 
in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (a participat-
ing ALA-SCAN member) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide!

INSTRUCTION
INDEPENDENCE UNI-
VERSITY. Offering Asso-
ciate's, Bachelor's & Mas-
ter's Degree Programs. 
Study online around your 
schedule! Healthcare, 
Business, Technology, 
Graphic Arts, more! Fi-
nancial Aid for those that 
qualify! Call 844-290-
8053 for info! Accredited 
member, ACCSC.

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
and Cialis Users! A cheap-
er alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special- $99 + FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaran-

teed. Call Now: 1-855-

382-4115

CANADA DRUG Center: 

Safe, affordable medica-

tions. Licensed mail or-

der pharmacy. SAVE up to 

75%! Get $10.00 off your 

first prescription. Free 

shipping! Call 1-844-765-

6480.

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 

Anywhere. No tanks to 

refill. No deliveries. The 

all-new Inogen One G4 

is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 

approved! Free info kit: 

1-844-264-9500.

HELP WANTED-

DRIVERS
SOUTHERN HAULERS 

LLC. - Immediate open-

ings for Regional Trac-

tor Trailor Drivers for 

Decatur, Brewton & Mo-

bile Terminals. Home on 

weekends. Excellent wage 

& benefit package +401k, 

vacations & bonuses. Re-

quirements: 23 years of 

age, 1-year tractor trailor 

driving experience. Good 

MVR and CSA points. If 

interested, call 1-800-

537-4621 ask for Adam or 

www.southernhaulersllc.

com. EOE.

 

 

Onin Staffing Now Hiring For Automotive 
Production/Manufacturing Positions 

   

  Stand up and sit down forklift operators, customer 
service with medical/clerical experience, sandblasters, 
order pullers and general labor. 
 

Apply Today at 1495 County Road 437 
(Old Peoples Bank Building next to Hardee’s in Good Hope) 

256-287-5500 
 

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, 
Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. 
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  NPO-0194M1.1 (09/14)

Your protection
is personal.
Get a quote today from:

Auto. Home. Life. Business.

Martha A Burchell
Burchell Ins Agency Inc
(256)737-7450
burchem@nationwide.com

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, 
Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. 
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  NPO-0194M1.1 (09/14)

Your protection
is personal.
Get a quote today from:

Auto. Home. Life. Business.

Martha A Burchell
Burchell Ins Agency Inc
(256)737-7450
burchem@nationwide.com

 Drivers: CDL-A: Home 
EVERY Weekend! 

Dedicated Southeast! Walk 
away lease. No money 
down. Drivers average 

$1,500 week. 
1-855-971-8522 

 Drivers, CDL-A  
Owner Operators 

$5,000 Sign-on Bonus! 
 Weekends HOME!  

GREAT Weekly Pay! 
 Flatbed. 1 year recent experience. 

Ashley: 866-985-9480 

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed on May 
14, 2007 by John T. Sumner, unmarried, to EvaBank, which said 
mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 1521, Page 576 in the  Probate 
Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and default continuing, and by 
virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the following 
described property will be sold at public outcry, for cash, to the highest 
bidder, in front of the Courthouse door of said County, in Cullman, 
Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on August 17, 2017: 
 
A parcel of land in the Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of 
Section 22, Township 11 South, Range 5 West, more particularly 
described as follows: Beginning at the Northeast corner of said forty; 
thence West 210 feet; thence South 420 feet; thence East 210 feet to the 
East forty line; thence North 420 feet to the point of beginning.  Situated 
in Cullman County, Alabama. 
 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt and cost of 
foreclosure. 
 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the 
right to redeem the property under certain circumstances.  Programs may 
also exist that help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process.  An 
attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as part of the foreclosure process.   
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-July 27, August 3, 10, 2017 
 

 

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
Default having been made in the indebtedness secured by that certain mortgage 
executed by Joe K Mcclain Husband And Pam Mcclain Wife to Mortgage 
Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nominee for Countrywide Home 
Loans, Inc., its successors and assigns   dated June 24, 2004; said mortgage 
being recorded in Book 1389, Page 774, in the Office of the Judge of Probate 
of Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and 
transferred to Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB, D/B/A Christiana Trust, 
not individually but as Trustee for Hilldale Trust by assignment recorded in 
Deed Book 319, Page 996 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman 
County, Alabama. 
The undersigned, Wilmington Savings Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a Christiana 
Trust, not individually but as trustee for Hilldale Trust, under and by virtue of 
the power of sale contained in said mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman 
County, Alabama during the legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on 
the 18th day of August, 2017 the following property, situated in Cullman 
County, Alabama, to-wit: 
Commence at the Northwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast 
Quarter Section 12, Township 9 South, Range 3 West, thence South 89 degrees 
00’ East 330.64 feet to the point of beginning, thence South 9 degrees 15’ 51” 
East 539.86 feet to an iron pin, thence South 79 degrees 21’ 50” East 216.72 
feet to an iron pin, thence North 1 degree 50’ 01” West 568.2 feet to an iron 
pin, thence North 89 degrees 00’ West 281.78 feet to the point  of beginning.  
Containing 3.0 acres, more or less.  Also a  the centerline of a 20 foot R.O.W. 
more particularly described as follows:  Commence at the Northwest corner of 
the Southwest Quarter of the Northeast Quarter Section 12, Township 9 South, 
Range 3 West, thence South 89 degrees 00’ East 330.64 feet to a point, thence 
South 9 degrees 15’ 51” East to a point, thence North 2 degrees 44’ 06” West 
134.32 feet to a point, thence North 2 degrees 43’ 04” East 678.86 feet to a 
point on the South R.O.W. of County Road Number 1387.  Said land lying in 
the Northwest quarter of the Northeast Quarter and Southwest quarter of the 
Northeast Quarter, Section 12, Township 9 South, Range 3 West, Cullman 
County, Alabama. 
 
Said property is commonly known as 688 County Road 1387, Vinemont, AL 
35179. 
The indebtedness secured by said Mortgage has been and is hereby declared 
due and payable because of default under the terms of the Note secured by said 
Mortgage, including but not limited to, nonpayment of the indebtedness as and 
when due.  The indebtedness remains in default, and this sale will be made for 
the sole purpose of paying the same, including all expenses of the sale, 
attorney's fees, and all other payments provided for under the terms of said 
Mortgage. 
 
Said property will be sold subject to the following items, which may affect the 
title to said real property: all zoning ordinances; matters which would be 
disclosed by an accurate survey or inspection of the property; any outstanding 
taxes, including but not limited to, ad valorem taxes, which constitute liens 
upon said property; special assessments; all outstanding bills for public utilities, 
which constitute liens upon said property; all restrictive covenants, easements, 
rights-of-way; the statutory right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law; and 
any other matters of record superior to said Mortgage.  To the best of the 
knowledge and belief of the undersigned, the party in possession of the real 
property is Joe K McClain and Pam McClain or tenant(s). 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the right to 
redeem the property under certain circumstances. Programs may also exist that 
help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney should be 
consulted to help you understand these rights and programs as a part of the 
foreclosure process. 
 

  July 20, 2017 

Page 2 

WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA 
TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR HILLDALE 
TRUST 
as holder of said mortgage 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC 
Two North Twentieth 
2 20th Street North, Suite 1310 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(800) 275-7171 
FT21@mccallaraymer.com 
File No. 941217 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 
Cullman Tribune  
07/27/2017,08/03/2017,08/10/2017 
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256-735-4074
105 2nd Ave SE • Cullman, Alabama

JEWELRY AND ACCESSORIES

BOGO
50%

COMMUNITY MATTERS

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

The Mortgage Center
"Home Mortgages Are Our Only Business"

• Purchases ~ Up to 100%
• Conventional, FHA, VA and USDA
• Refinances
• Consolidations/Home Improvements
• Reverse Mortgages
• LOCAL Lender

www.themortgagecenterinc.comApply Online

Call us Today!
(256) 734-6193

NMLS#181775

Goodbye (from Front)
10 years at Western Sirloin 
in Moulton, and the Littrells 
and the Chenaults helped us 
get started.  The Littrells 
and the Folsoms have been 
friends since the 1940s, so 
when my husband decided 
to open his own restaurant, 
they fully backed us.  The 
first six years, they were 
our business partners, then, 
after that, we were on our 
own.  
	 “We had thought about 
selling when it got so 
populated, and everything 
went wet, because my 
husband didn’t want to sell 
alcohol.  He wasn’t a prude; 
he was the first one to drink 
a beer with the ball game.  
He just didn’t want to sell it, 
said that was just too much, 
and we’d have to worry too 

much about everything.
	 “His dream was to own 
his own restaurant, so he was 
self-made.  Nobody handed 
him anything; he worked 
for it.  He was a cook for 30 
years.  He just passed away 
last year; he was diabetic 
and went into septic shock.  
He just always worked; he 
was a workaholic.”

The decision to close AJ’s
“After this year,” Hill 
admitted, “it’s been really 
difficult to come here every 
day.  It’s not as much fun, 
you might say, because he’s 
gone, and our dream is not 
together any more.  I just 
felt like it’s time to be with 
my daughter.  
	 “I hate it, but it’s just 
part of that chapter in my 

life, and I need to go to a 
different one.  It’s a lot with 
one person, and I’m just 
not as passionate about 
it as I used to be.  It’s just 
time to go.  We had to go 
in all together, when I was 
pregnant.  My husband was 
like, ‘Do you trust me?’  And 
I was like, ‘Completely,’ 
because we had been 
together 14 years before we 
had a daughter.  I knew he 
could do it, because he was 
a workaholic and he had a 
passion for it.  But when 
he’s gone, it’s just not the 
same; and I know he would 
want me to do what makes 
us happy.  My daughter’s 
11, and you know we’re not 
promised tomorrow.  I just 
want to be able to spend the 
weekends with her, and go 

to church with her, things 
like that we have not got to 
do.”

What’s next?
Hill once worked as a dental 
surgical assistant, and she 
says she would like to return 
to the field.
	 “For me,” said Hill, 
“hopefully I’ll go back to 
work for a dentist.  That’s 
what I did. I worked for a 
periodontist before here, in 
Birmingham.  It fascinates 
me--the surgical aspects 
of it, and seeing the results 
before and after.  And I’m 
not weak-stomached; that 
was a blessing!
	 “I’m ready to be able 
to work 9-5, and take my 
daughter to church on 
Sunday, and not have to rush 

back to work.  I lost three 
siblings really young, and I 
don’t want to be about what 
I could have done or should 
have done.

What do you want 
Cullman to remember 
about AJ’s?
“After being 11 years here, 
I love Cullman.  I’m from 
Cullman, born and bred.  
When we first opened, they 
were standing out the doors, 
welcoming us, and we’ve had 
some wonderful patrons 
that have come probably 
every Friday or Saturday 
night for 10 or 11 years.  It’s 
like a family.
	 I’ve had some of the 
girls that have worked for 
me for 10 years.  It’s kind of 
like they’re all my children.  

I’ve got some that are 
cosmetologists, some that 
are pediatric therapists, 
culinary chefs.  It’s just 
exciting to know that we 
were a part of that.  These 
kids were like our family.  
We might not have all had 
the same last name, but 
they were all my kids.  I’m so 
proud of all of them.
	 “We were a family.  We 
thought of our customers 
as family.  We remembered 
what booth, what drink they 
liked, what server, when 
their birthdays were.  I take 
pride in that.  I’m going to 
miss all my customers, but 
I’m ready to start a new 
chapter.”

AJ’s Steakhouse will close 
on Sunday, Aug. 20.


