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Honored WWII, Korean War and Vietnam War veteran and keynote 
speaker Julian Campbell with his wife of 69 years, Marie Campbell
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CULLMAN – It’s not 
common these days to 
hear first-person accounts, 
in person, of what it was 
like to serve in World War 
II. That chance came for 
students, faculty, staff and 
their families at Cullman 
High School on Wednesday 
morning, when the school 
hosted its annual Veterans 
Day celebration and 
welcomed Lt. Col. Julian 
Campbell, a veteran of 
the U.S. Army Air Corps 
who flew 40 B-26 bomber 
missions over Europe and 
cargo planes over the Pacific 
during WWII, then went 
on to serve in the U.S. Air 
Force during the Korean and 
Vietnam Wars.
	 The event was attended 
by Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs, Cullman City 
Schools Superintendent 

Dr. Susan Patterson and 
former Cullman Mayor Max 
Townson (himself a member 
of the panel of honored 
veterans).
	 The 97-year old Campbell 
opened with joyful humor, 
“It’s good to be here today. 
In fact, at my age it’s good 
to be anywhere . . . There’s 
advantages to being 97. I’ll 
be 98 in three months. I was 
always taught to respect 
my elders, and now I never 
see anybody that I have to 
respect!”
	 Campbell talked about 
growing up in the 1920s and 
30s, and about being drafted 
on Dec. 1, 1941, six days 
before the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor.
	 He recounted memories 
of his service, and of a friend 
and fellow pilot lost in 
service to his crew members 
and country.
	 He also shared from and 
displayed a page from the 

Bible containing the 91st 
Psalm, which his mother 
sent him in 1943, and which 
he still carries in his wallet 
today. 
	 “Do you think I was afraid 
flying on those missions?” 
asked Campbell. “Let me 
explain it this way: Eddie 
Rickenbacker, World War 
I American pilot, once 
said this--he said you only 
show courage when you 
do something when you’re 
afraid.
	 "He said if you’re not 
afraid, it doesn’t take 
courage. I showed courage 
on 40 bombing missions.”
	 He concluded by 
expressing concern about 
conditions around the world, 
and about civil unrest and 
what he sees as disrespect 
for the flag in this country, 
saying, “I wonder about our 
future. Then, using words 
from our national anthem, 
I pray that our beautiful 

star-spangled banner never 
ceases to wave over the land 
of the free and the home of 
the brave.”
	 After Campbell spoke, the 
school took time to recognize 
by name U.S. veterans among 
its faculty and staff, along 
with veteran family members 
of staff and students, 
followed by recognition of 
CHS graduates and family 
members who are currently 
serving in the armed forces.
	 CHS Principal Kim Hall 
said to the veterans on the 
platform, “You remind us 
why we start every day with 
the Pledge of Allegiance. And 
we do that at CHS; we begin 
every morning, we stand 
together, and we salute our 
flag, and we offer our pledge 
of allegiance to our country, 
and you are a stark reminder 
of why we do that.
	 "We appreciate you, and 
we thank you for joining us 
today.”

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

City and County 
offices closed Friday

Both Cullman City and Cullman County 
offices will be closed Friday, Nov. 10 in 
observance of Veterans Day. Sanitation 

schedules will not be affected. 

2 seasons in, 
Hanceville's Craig 
Flanigan is out
HANCEVILLE – Following two seasons as head 
football coach at his alma mater, Hanceville High 
School's Craig Flanigan is out. Hanceville Principal 
Jimmy Collins confirmed the decision Wednesday 
morning.
	 "Hanceville High School would like to thank 
Coach Craig Flanigan for his time spent as our 
head football coach," Collins said in a statement 
to The Tribune. "However, we have decided to go 
in a different direction with our football program. 
Coach Flanigan is an outstanding man; he and I have 
been friends since kindergarten, but we need to get 
our football program competitive again.  Our school 
and community have a strong tradition of winning. 
We want to see us get back to that tradition."
	 The Bulldogs went 1-9 this year, 0-6 in 3A, 
Region 6. In 2016, the Bulldogs had three victories.
	 "We feel like we have a lot of talent on the field, 
but unfortunately, going 1-9 and competing in only 
2 of those 10 ballgames doesn’t reflect that," Collins 
said. "We plan to begin our search for a new head 
coach immediately and will make a decision by 
May."
	 Flanigan was hired at Hanceville on July 19, 
2016, following longtime coach Danny Miller's 
retirement. Prior to returning to his alma mater, 
Flanigan was an assistant coach at Walker, Austin 
and Hayden High Schools.
	 He was quarterback and a member of the 
secondary when he played at Hanceville from 
1988 until 1991. In the 1990 season, the final for 
Ray Talley, Flanigan helped the Bulldogs to eight 
straight wins and a runner-up berth in 3A, Area 
12 to Vinemont. His senior season produced six 
victories with Keith Burns at the helm and another 
journey into the 3A postseason.

Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com

The spirit of giving: Merchants Bank presents checks to local nonprofits

CULLMAN – On 
Wednesday afternoon, 
Merchants Bank donated 
proceeds from its 2017 
Charity Golf Classic, held 
on Sept. 25.  Nonprofits 
Cullman Caring for Kids, 
Hospice of Cullman County 
and the Good Samaritan 
Health Clinic each received 
$7,000.  An undisclosed 
amount was also given to 
the Boys and Girls Ranches 
of Alabama.
	 The golf tournament 
began as a fundraiser for 
the Boys and Girls Ranches 
24 years ago, and the bank 
decided a few years ago 
to include the three local 

charities in its funding 
drive.
	 Bank Executive Vice 
President Clark Rainwater 
said, “We still donate 
money to (Boys and Girls 
Ranches) because it’s a great 
statewide organization that 
we still help.  Being a local 
bank, we kind of changed 
our focus somewhat, to not 
only help them, but to help 
the local charities.  Just 
being good community-
minded stewards, being a 
community bank, and trying 
to help the local citizens of 
Cullman County.”
	 The 24th annual Charity 
Golf Classic was to have 
been held in August, but had 
to be rescheduled due to 
bad weather.  That change 

did not greatly affect 
participation, according to 
Rainwater, who said that 
of 37 four-person scramble 
teams originally signed 
up, only two had to drop 
out because of scheduling 
problems.  With an average 
over the last several years 
of 36 teams playing at Terri 
Pines, this year’s showing 
of 35 teams was seen as a 
great turnout in light of 
the change.  It didn’t hurt 
the fundraising either, as 
Merchants Bank reported 
that this year’s charity 
giveaway from the event set 
a new record.
	 Said Rainwater of the 
charities receiving their 
checks, “They are truly the 
w i n n e r s .  

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

‘I pray that our beautiful 
star-spangled banner 
never ceases to wave’
WWII bomber pilot Julian Campbell guest 
of honor at CHS Veterans Day celebration

» PAGE 4
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Local nonprofit representatives, who were not 
told the amounts they were receiving beforehand, 
react when their checks are revealed.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com
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 Now Hiring For The 
 Following Positions: 

   

  Forklift Operators, Mig Welders, Shipping/Receiving 
Techs, Production Workers, Machine Operators, Mix 
Operators, Quality Inspection/Assurance Workers, 
General Laborers, Packaging Techs, Clerical Workers 
and Industrial Seamstress. 
 

Apply Today at 1495 County Road 437 
(Old Peoples Bank Building next to Hardee’s in Good Hope) 

256-287-5500 
 

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, 
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Your protection
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Martha A Burchell
Burchell Ins Agency Inc
(256)737-7450
burchem@nationwide.com

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, 
Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. 
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  NPO-0194M1.1 (09/14)

Your protection
is personal.
Get a quote today from:

Auto. Home. Life. Business.

Martha A Burchell
Burchell Ins Agency Inc
(256)737-7450
burchem@nationwide.com

The Cullman Tribune 
Cullman	County's	Oldest	Business,	Serving	the	area	since	1874	

Publication	Number				USPS-139-700	
Telephone:	256-739-1351				Fax:	1-256-739-4422	

Humble	Roots,	LLC	
Published	Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at	219	2nd	Avenue	
SE,	Cullman,	Alabama	35055	Entered	as	periodical	material	at	the	
Cullman	Post	Office	Periodical	postage	paid	at	Cullman,	Alabama	

35055	

POSTMASTER:	SEND	ADDRESS	CHANGE	TO:	
The	Cullman	Tribune	
219	Second	Avenue	SE	

Cullman,	Alabama	35055	
Email	Address:	robin@cullmansense.com	

ANNUALLY	BASED	RATES	

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$75.00	
Outside	Cullman…………………………………..$85.00	

Noah Galilee – Publisher 
Dustin Isom – Editor

Wendy Sack – Newsroom Editor 
Loretta Gillespie – Lifestyle/Religion 

Heather Mann – General Reporter 
Will Hogue – General Reporter
W.C. Mann – General Reporter

Andrew Cryer – General Reporter 
Nick Griffin - Reporter 

Joe McElroy - Photographer 
Bill Piper - Photojournalist 

Howard Cole - Photojournalist 
Josh McBrayer – Sports Reporter 

Robin Winton – Newsroom Manager 

 

Your source for high-speed satellite Internet

Professional Broadband Solutions
HughesNet Authorized Retailer

www.pbsinternet.com
1-800-266-4409

FASTER SPEEDS MORE DATA
BUILT-IN WI-FI

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

PBSInternet_3.33x2.00_10-16-17.pdf   1   10/16/2017   4:59:11 PM

Your Future 
Matters to Us.
Poarch is proud to be a partner in 

Alabama’s progress.

We have a tradition of including others.

Poarch provides more than 13,000 jobs to 
Alabamians, pays millions in state taxes each year, and 

makes charitable contributions reaching nearly 
$8 million annually. 

Strong communities can help build a better life for all.

ALABAMA NATIVES. ALABAMA NEIGHBORS.
PoarchNeighbors.com pci-nsn.gov

251.368.9136

 

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

Planning Commission: Rumors 
Deli hits roadblock; Royal 
Technologies gets go-ahead

Drugs in Cullman County: what’s 
happening and what can be done about it

CULLMAN – On Monday 
evening, the City of Cullman 
Planning Commission 
reviewed site plans for 
Royal Technologies, Park 
View Homes and Rumors 
Deli. Royal Technologies’ 
plan (construction of an 
additional 165,000-square-
foot facility at the 
company’s current site) 
passed smoothly, and Park 
View Homes’ plan passed 
with an agreement from 
the developer to add more 
street lights.
	 And then it was time 
for Annette Harris, owner 
of Rumors Deli, to come 
forward and hear the 
commission talk over 
both the site plan and a 
conditional use agreement 
for her new location at 601 
Fourth St. SW. (Rumors is 
moving from its current 
location in the Warehouse 
District sometime around 
the end of the year.) Frank 
Fagg, owner of F & O 
Architects, stood with her 
to answer questions.
	 The commission did 
approve the conditional use 
agreement, paving the way 
for the building to become a 
restaurant, but the site plan 
was a different story.
	 The plan, which 
included the addition of a 
pick-up window (which, 
according to Harris, could 
increase business by up to 
30 percent), was dependent 
in its present form on 
unrestricted access to the 
half-block extension of 
Sixth Avenue Southwest 

that runs on the east side of 
the property.
	 That strip, though, was 
previously abandoned by 
the City, and ownership 
divided between Renew 
Development, the owner 
of the proposed Rumors 
building, and Cullman 
Savings Bank, which owns 
the lot on the other side of 
the street. 
	 The access agreement 
Cullman Savings Bank 
offered did not grant 
Rumors unconditional 
access.
	 Under that agreement, 
either the Rumors building 
owner or the bank could 
revoke the agreement at any 
time, with 30 days’ notice. 
Such a revocation could cost 
Rumors access to its pick-
up window, several needed 
parking spaces and possibly 
even access for trucks to its 
dumpster.
	 City Director of Building, 
Planning and Zoning Rick 
Fulmer said, “I’ve never 
seen an agreement written 
like this. This is a first for 
me, because typically it’s a 
deeded access.
	 "The typical, like you 
would expect, and like we 
discussed, would be that it 
would be deeded access as 
long as the restaurant is in 
operation.”
	 When it became obvious 
that the commission would 
turn down the proposed 
site plan, Fagg withdrew 
the request, assuring the 
commissioners he would 
return in December with a 
revised plan.
	 Both Harris and Fagg 
were caught off-guard 

by the outcome of the 
commission meeting. 
Concerned that news of 
the issue with the Rumors/
Cullman Savings Bank 
agreement would create a 
wrong impression about 
the relationship of the two 
entities, Harris released 
the following statement on 
Tuesday afternoon:
	 “After getting so much 
feedback about the council 
meeting last night, I've 
decided it’s important to 
tell all our loyal customers 
and fans that we are ok. It’s 
scary hearing about delays 
and people asking what we 
are going to do. People love 
us. We have tried to be good 
to our customers and give 
back to the community as 
much as we can and it has 
come back to us in a good 
way.
	 “The City is behind us. 
Cullman Savings Bank and 
(bank president) John Riley 
are behind us. The Chamber 
of Commerce is behind us. 
Nearen Construction is 
behind us.
	 "We have such a group of 
supporters rallying for us, 
it’s overwhelming and I'm 
sure we haven't seen the 
last of it. No one is against 
us. There are always going 
to be hitches and delays. 
We just have to breathe and 
push through them. The 
timing is for a reason and as 
impatient as I am, I know I 
just need to be patient and 
watch it happen. God has 
a reason for the timing. 
I've seen it too many times 
personally.
	 “We are excited 
beyond words for this new 

adventure. We want to be 
part of what brings people 
to Cullman. It’s exciting 
to know we are helping 
to preserve a Cullman 
historical landmark.
	 "To think we will be one 
of the first things people 
see when entering Cullman 
from the interstate is 
flattering. We are so proud 
to get this opportunity. We 
may have never seen it, if 
things had not happened 
the way they did, so for that 
we are thankful.
	 "At the time we didn't 
see it. Sometimes blessings 
come when we least expect 
them and I truly believe this 
is one of them. 
	 “I'm learning that every 
day is a new beginning. You 
get another chance to start 
again. Smile and enjoy it.”

In other business, the 
commission voted 
to send favorable 
recommendations to the 
Cullman City Council for 
the annexation of four 
properties into the city:
•	 213 County Road 483, 
belonging to James B. 
Seymour
•	 Three properties 
belonging to the City, but 
never annexed; located on 
Tanner Drive (submitted as 
Emil Road, but corrected by 
Fulmer), Mann Drive and 
Railroad Bed Road

The Cullman City Planning 
Commission usually meets 
on the first Monday of 
each month, at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Cullman City Hall 
auditorium. The public is 
invited to attend.

CULLMAN – As part of 
an ongoing series on the 
national drug crisis and 
how it affects the Cullman 
area, The Tribune is asking 
local authorities in the 
field to answer a few basic 
questions. From the law 
enforcement perspective, 
Cullman Police Chief Kenny 
Culpepper and Cullman 
County Sheriff Matt Gentry 
share their thoughts.

Chief Culpepper
Facts and figures, supplied 
by Records Clerk Kristyn 
Pair
Of 445 total arrests in the 
city of Cullman in 2016, 
107 (24 percent) were for 
drug-related offenses.  The 
average age of a person 
arrested for the first time on 
a drug-related offense was 
20 to 21.  methamphetamine 
is the number one drug of 
choice, with opioid pills 
running a close second.

From the chief
What is the most effective 
way to keep young people 
from starting? Does 
D.A.R.E. work?
“A good support network 
is very beneficial. D.A.R.E. 
(Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education) is an important 
part of that network 
because it helps give young 
people the skills they need 
to resist peer pressure and 
live productive drug-free 
lives.”

Once someone is in the 
system, what is the most 
effective rehab treatment? 

“Long-term Christian-
based rehabs are the most 
effective.  The most common 
factor among those who 
succeed is a willingness to 
quit and a strong desire to 
stop using the drugs.  A good 
support system is essential 
in helping people to stay off 
of drugs.”

Sheriff Gentry
Facts and figures
Of 3,612 total arrests by 
the CCSO in 2016, 1,035 
(28.6 percent) were for 
drug-related offenses.  
The average age of a drug 
suspect arrested for the 
first time was 33 to 34.  The 
number one drug of choice 
was methamphetamine, 
followed in order by opioid 
prescription pills and 
heroin.

What is the most effective 
way to keep young people 
from starting? Does 
D.A.R.E. work?
“The most effective way is 
prevention by education.  
You have to educate kids 
starting when they’re 
young, and you need to be 
honest with them: show 
them the end result of what 
drug use is.
	 “One issue with D.A.R.E. 
is that it’s outdated, in 
material and content.  The 
content and message need 
to change with trends.  
When it started, it was 
about alcohol and tobacco, 
but now there are new drugs 
and new problems.  Kids in 
2017 are different from kids 
in 1990.  We need to keep up 
with the trends.”

Once someone is in the 

system, what is the most 
effective rehab treatment? 
“The most effective rehab 
is long-term--that’s one 
year or longer--faith-based 
rehabs.”

Recommended programs
Both law enforcement 
leaders recommended 
long-term faith-based 
approaches to drug 
rehabilitation.  Gentry 
mentioned three programs 
that the CCSO often uses:
•	 Teen Challenge - 
Despite the name, it’s not 
just for teenagers.  Claiming 
one of the highest success 
rates in the world, it is an 
international organization 
with more than 1,100 
centers.  Four are located 
in Alabama: induction 
centers at Bay Minette and 
Jones, a women’s center 
in the Hayden/Warrior 
area, and a men’s center/ 

administrative office in 
Lincoln.  Learn more at 
http://alatc.org/home.
•	 Royal Pines Recovery 
Center - A ministry of 
the Jimmie Hale Mission 
located in Hayden, it offers 
a 16-week residential 
recovery program in a 
rural setting; it also offers 
work therapy, educational 
remediation and career-
readiness assistance.  
Learn more at https://
jimmiehalemission.com/
m i n i s t r i e s - m o r e / r o y a l -
pines. 
•	 Restoring Women 
Outreach - Located right 
here in Cullman, RWO 
offers a 12- to 18-month 
residential program that 
includes work therapy 
and GED preparation.  
Learn more at www.
facebook.com/Restoring-
W o m e n - O u t r e a c h -
Inc-507636689278874.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Recommended Vaccines
Child Care 

Centers (by 12 
Months of Age)

Kindergarten 
through 

5th Grade

6th through 
12th Grade

DTaP 4* 5* 5*

IPV 3* 4* 4*

MMR 1* 2* 2*

Varicella 1* 1* 2**

Hib 4*

PCV 4*

Tdap 1*

Rota 3

Hep A 1 2 2

HepB 3 3 3

HPV 3

MCV 2

*Code of Alabama §16-30-4    **1 dose for <13 years of age or 2 doses for >13 years of age

Prior to entering any Alabama school or child care center, an up-to-date 
Certificate of Immunization must be submitted for each child.

For more information,
visit adph.org/immunization or

facebook.com/AlabamaImmunizationInfo
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	 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved Vosevi to treat adults 
with chronic hepatitis C virus (HCV) genotypes 1-6 without cirrhosis (liver 
disease) or with mild cirrhosis. Vosevi is a fixed-dose, combination tablet 
containing two previously approved drugs – sofosbuvir and velpatasvir – and a 
new drug, voxilaprevir. Hepatitis C is a viral disease that causes inflammation of 
the liver that can lead to diminished liver function or liver failure. According to 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, an estimated 2.7 to 3.9 million 
people in the United States have chronic HCV. Some patients who suffer from 
chronic HCV infection over many years may have jaundice (yellowish eyes or 
skin) and develop complications, such as bleeding, fluid accumulation in the 

abdomen, infections, liver cancer and death..
***

	 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has approved Ingrezza (valbenazine) 
capsules to treat adults with tardive dyskinesia. This is the first drug approved 
by the FDA for this condition. Tardive dyskinesia is a neurological disorder 
characterized by repetitive involuntary movements, usually of the jaw, lips and 
tongue, such as grimacing, sticking out the tongue and smacking the lips. Some 
affected people also experience involuntary movement of the extremities or 
difficulty breathing. Tardive dyskinesia is a serious side effect sometimes seen 
in patients who have been treated with antipsychotic medications, especially 
the older medications, for long periods to treat chronic conditions, such as 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder. Tardive dyskinesia can also occur in patients 
taking antipsychotic medications for depression and certain medications for 
gastrointestinal disorders and other conditions. It is unclear why some people 

who take these medications develop tardive dyskinesia yet others do not.
***

    Older people newly prescribed sleeping pills like benzodiazepines and 
‘Z-drugs’ have over double the odds of a hip fracture in the first two weeks 
compared with non-users, according to a new study published in PLOS ONE.

***
Presented as a service to the community by

Hospital Discount Pharmacy.

Protect your family today.
Call Kim for a Free Security System quote!

1 2 1 5 2 n d A v e N W C u l l m a n • L O C A L P E O P L E , L O C A L C O M P A N Y, S I N C E 1 9 7 2

256-739-0224
Cell (256) 708-4733

ktrelles@adssecurity.com

Local People, Local Company

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Keith and Hoagy Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale - Thursday 8:30 a.m. 

The
Culman Tribune 

Subscribe to 
The Cullman 
Tribune today 
and have it 
delivered to 
your door!

Annual Subscriptions

• In County - $75
• Out of County - $85

Send checks to
219 2nd Ave. SE

Cullman, AL 35055
256-739-1351

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Blessed are the peacemakers - Matt 5:9

VINCENT FURNITURE • 116 3RD ST. SE • CULLMAN

Special thanks to all of our police 
officers. What a blessing to know we are 
being watched over by Cullman's best.

Let joy be everywhere you are!

All police officers, 
firefighters, rescue and 

ambulance workers 30% off
All else 25% off • 1 week only

Heartland Quilt Guild 
meets tonight at 6

The Heartland Quilt 
Guild will meet at 
6 p.m. on Thursday, 

Nov. 9 at Christ Covenant 
Church, 1310 Saint Joseph 
Dr. NW, Cullman. 
	 Program: Kathy 
McLeroy, owner of the 
Sew Blessed Fabric and 

Embroidery Shop will 
demonstrate some of her 
interesting ideas. 

Refreshments will be 
served. Bring a friend.

Sue Rodgers
Contributor



4 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
NOVEMBER 9, 2017COMMUNITY MATTERS

Welti Elementary honors 
veterans with special program
WELTI – Welti Elementary 
School held its annual 
Veterans Day program 
Tuesday night and the gym 
was packed with veterans 
and their families. This 
year’s ceremony changed 
things up a little bit. The 
second-grade class put on 
the program and sang in the 
choir instead of the older 
students, and the program 
was held at night instead of 
during the school day. Holly 
Pond High School’s band 
was also part of the program 
and provided several pieces 
of music to honor the 
veterans in attendance. 
	 Welti Elementary 
Principal Gina Webb said 
she thinks the changes 
made for a very successful 
ceremony. 
	 “We always do a program 
to honor veterans and 
this year a different grade 
decided they wanted to do it. 
Normally it’s the older kids 
and so this year the second-

graders chose to do the 
Veterans Day program. So 
that’s kind of neat because 
that means that learning 
about veterans and the 
importance of Veterans Day 
and honoring our country’s 
heroes was important to an 
even younger age group,” 
Webb said.
	 “We’ve never done the 
program at night; we’ve 
always done it during the 
day, so I thought it would be 
easier for parents to attend 
at night. They don’t have to 
take off work, so it seems 
like there were more in 
attendance for the program 
than there have been in the 
past.
	 "I wish we could’ve had 
a few more veterans here 
to honor, but we were very 
excited with the veterans 
and active military that 
were able to come.”
	 Webb was also happy to 
see Holly Pond High School 
involved with the ceremony 
this year to give her younger 
students an idea of what to 
look forward to. 

	 “The majority of our 
students end up going to 
Holly Pond or Hanceville 
when they leave,” shared 
Webb, “that’s our feeder 
pattern.
	 "We always try to 
incorporate one of the high 
schools into some of our 
programs, so I think that 
was also very beneficial 
to our students to have 
awareness of something 
they can do when they get 
to high school and it gives 
the community a chance to 
come together and be a part 
of a great program.”
	 Two of the highlights 
of Tuesday night’s event 
were the performance of 
the Missing Man Table 
and Honors Ceremony, 
and United States Army 
veteran, and grandfather 
of one of the second-grade 
students, Jerry Reynolds.
	 Reynolds spoke to the 
crowd about how much 
the ceremony meant to 
him and why he thinks it’s 
important for younger kids 
to understand the meaning 

of Veterans Day.
	 “It’s always an honor to 
be able to speak, especially 
about something you think 
a lot of, and I think a lot 
about our country. Welti 
Elementary has done 
a really wonderful job 
tonight and I am just proud 
to see these young people 

participate in a program 
like this,” Reynolds said.
	 “We’ve got a small group 
with us here tonight, but 
there are veterans all over 
this community and we need 
to make sure they know 
they’re appreciated. Since 
the first shots were fired 
at Lexington and Concord 

in the Revolutionary War, 
Americans have been eager 
to answer the call to duty 
and millions have given 
their lives for their country 
over the years. I am so 
proud of our veterans and 
they are the reason why 
today I have the freedom to 
say, ‘God bless America.’”

Pepsi Cola 
Distributing Company 

205	Olive	St.	SW,		Cullman,	AL			256-734-9454 

Mon. - Thurs. 8am-5pm, Fri. 8am - 1pm
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • CullmanDentist.com

"We treat you like family."

SINGLE VISIT
DIGITAL CROWNS

A Welti Elementary student speaks in part of Tuesday 
night’s Veterans Day program at the school.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

31st ANNUAL HO! HO! HO! 

CHRISTMAS SHOW 
CAR, TRUCK & MOTORCYCLE SHOW 

 

CITY PARK BY CULLMAN TRAIN DEPOT (309 1st Ave. NE, Cullman) 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2017  
 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 

$20.00 or a New Toy with a $20.00 value 
 

ALL PROCEEDS FROM SHOW AND AUCTION TO BE DISTRIBUTED BY 
CHRISTMAS LOVE OF CULLMAN AND CULLMAN CARING FOR KIDS 

(Auction starts at 1:00 p.m.)     www.facebook.com/hohohochristmasshow 
 

 
 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF BURL SMITH AND LARRY HARRIS  
 

 

$5.00 Meat Shots 
$5.00 Money Shots 

 

SATURDAYS 
OCT 28, Nov 3, 10, 17, 23 

Starting at 8 AM-until 
 

Highway 31 South 
Field just south of  

Domino’s Pizza 
 

All money raised goes to 
support the  

Hanceville High School  
Football team. 

 HHS QB Club  
2017 Turkey Shoot 

Gun Specifications 
• NO barrel chokes longer than 

21/2 inches 
• NO barrels longer than 32” 
• NO machine barrels 
• NO scopes 

 

AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 

AHSAA playoffs: 5 area teams in round 1 this week
CULLMAN COUNTY – 
It is hard to believe that 
another regular season of 
high school football regular 
season is in the books. 
As most now turn their 
attention to the basketball 
hardwood, five local teams 
will press on this week in 
round one of the Alabama 
High School Athletic 
Association (AHSAA) 
playoffs. With three games 
slated for Thursday night 
and another two set to kick 
off Friday, there is still 
plenty of pigskin action left 
in the 2017 season.

Thursday, Nov. 9
Addison vs. Hubbertville
In the only match-up to 
take place inside Cullman 
County, the Addison 
Bulldogs (8-2, 5-1 in 1A 
Region 7), who took second 

place in 1A Region 7, will 
host the Hubbertville Lions 
(3-6, 3-3 in 1A Region 5), 
who took third place in 1A 
Region 5.
	 The Bulldogs will 
look to impose their will 
on the Lions with their 
bruising ground game. 
Addison has outscored 
its opponents 382-137 in 
some big blowouts, and 
Thursday night looks to be 
no exception.

Holly Pond @ West Morgan
Holly Pond (7-3, 3-3 in 
3A Region 6) had a solid 
season, securing a play-off 
spot by placing fourth in 3A 
Region 7. The Broncos will 
travel to Trinity to take on 
the West Morgan Rebels (9-
1, 6-1 in 3A Region 8) who 
were second in 3A Region 
8. The Broncos have a tall 
mountain to climb Thursday 
night as the Rebels have 
had their offense firing on 

all cylinders, putting up 
an impressive 409 points 
in the 2017 campaign for 
a 40.9 points-per-game 
average. Holly Pond is 
looking to buck this trend 
and keep the scoring low as 
the Broncos try to avenge 
their 55-26 loss in the first 
round of the 2016 playoffs.

West Point @ Brooks
West Point (6-4, 4-2 in 5A 
Region 6) played lights out 
in 5A Region 6 with a strong 
run game and downfield 
passing.  The Warriors took 
third place in their region 
meaning they will have 
to hit the road Thursday, 
traveling to Killen to take on 
the Brooks Lions (7-2, 6-1 in 
5A Region 8), who took first 
in 5A Region 8. West Point 
was ousted by Wenonah in 
the first round of 2016 and 
Don Farley and his Warriors 
are looking to put that loss 
behind them and make a 

deep run in 2017.

Friday, Nov. 10
Meek @ Pickens County
Meek (7-3, 3-3 in 1A Region 
7) earned its 2017 play-
off spot in the Tigers’ last 
regional game, giving them 
sole ownership of fourth 
place in 1A Region 7. They 
will take to the road Friday 
night, making the trip 
to Reform to take on the 
Pickens County Tornadoes 
(8-2, 6-0 in 1A Region 5), 
who took first place in their 
region. This will be the first 
play-off appearance for the 
Meek Tigers since 2015.

Cullman @ Ramsay
The emotional roller coaster 
ride that has been the 
2017 season for the third-
place Cullman Bearcats, 

(7-3, 4-2 in 6A Region 7), 
is about to enter the home 
stretch as they head to 
Carver High School to take 
on the second-place (and 
defending 6A state champ) 
Ramsay Rams (6-4, 4-2n 
in 6A Region 5). Cullman 
would like nothing more 
than to bring home the 2017 
6A state championship for 
retiring Bearcat coaching 
legend Mark Britton and 

the first step toward that 
goal comes Friday.

Stay connected with The 
Cullman Tribune at www.
Cu l l ma nScoreb oa rd.com 
for up-to-the-minute 
scores on game nights and 
www.CullmanTribune.com 
or www.facebook.com/
CullmanTribune for full 
stories on all of this week's 
first-round play-off games.

Josh McBrayer
josh@cullmantribune.com

Check (from Front)
And we have hundreds of 
sponsors in various forms 
and fashions.  Not only the 
teams, but those sponsors 
help us generate the funds 
that we’re able to give back 
to the three local charities 
and the statewide charity.  

Without them, we couldn’t 
do it.”
	 Before the amounts 
were revealed, Bank Vice 
President Ross West told 
The Tribune, “Last year, 
we were able to give away 
$6,000 to each organization.  

This year’s going to be 
better; it’s been very 
successful.  This is the most 
ever in the 24 years we’ve 
been doing it.  With all the 
bad stuff going around, it’s 
good to have some good 
news!”

Nick Griffin
Tribune Correspondent



CULLMAN – This past 
weekend, a strange sight 
appeared in front of the 
Rent-A-Center on Main 
Avenue Southwest, just 
off U.S. Highway 278: 
an elephant in a small 
circular pen made of street 
barricades, carrying kids on 
rides. The scene drew a lot 
of curiosity from residents, 
and the elephant’s owner, 
Liebling Bros. Family 
Circus, caught the attention 
and ire of the Cullman Area 
Animal Welfare Association 
(CAAWA). The Tribune 
looked into the matter after 
seeing CAAWA’s post on 
Facebook. This is what was 
found.
	 The Liebling Bros. 
Family Circus, based in 
Florida, has operated under 
several names, including 
Liebling Family Circus, 
Great American Circus and 
Florida State Family Circus. 
	 Likewise, its owner, 
Hugo Tomi/Tommy Liebel, 
has operated as Tom 
Liebling, Tommy Liebel, 
Hugh Blum and Hugo 
Bloom. He claims descent 
from a long family line 
of circus folk dating back 
to the 16th century. His 
website claims that the 
circus puts on 400 shows 
per year during a 40-week 
travel season to 100 cities.
	 The Liebling Circus 
has a long history of run-
ins with the law going back 
to 1993, over its alleged 
mistreatment of animals, 
including monkeys, 
donkeys, cows, rabbits and 
a now 31-year old African 
elephant named Nosey.

Liebel’s legal woes 
include U.S. Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) 
citations for:
•	 unsafe primate 
enclosure
•	 inadequate feeding of 
primates
•	 improper food storage
•	 withholding food for 
“training purposes”
•	 failure to give proper 
space to animals
•	 failure to provide shelter 

from the elements
•	 poorly maintained 
long-term and transport 
enclosures
•	 mishandling animals 
in ways that could lead to 
injury
•	 storing animals long-
term in small transport 
trailers
•	 failure to comply 
with veterinary care 
requirements
•	 failure to provide 
adequate barriers between 
animals and the public
•	 t r a n s p o r t i n g 
incompatible animals 
together
•	 multiple counts of 
noncompliance with 
previous legal demands

In all, Liebel has received 
more than 200 citations 
for various violations. A 
detailed list compiled into 
a fact sheet by People for 
the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA) is available 
at www.mediapeta.com/
peta/PDF/Liebel_Family_
Circus_Factsheet.pdf. 

Nosey
Nosey was born in 
Zimbabwe in 1986, and 
was captured and sold to 
the circus at 2 years of age 
in 1988. She is officially 
called Nosey, but has been 
marketed in certain venues 
as Tiny, and possibly as 
Peanut or Dumbo. 

Liebel has been cited by 
the USDA for numerous 
issues involving Nosey, 
including:
•	 failure to handle her 
in a manner to protect the 
public
•	 excessive urine and 
feces in the area where 
Nosey was chained
•	 dangerous deficiencies 
in Nosey’s transport trailer
•	 hyperkeratosis in 
Nosey’s ears and other areas 
of skin
•	 multiple conditions in 
her feet
•	 failure to test her for 
disease
•	 failure to provide shelter
•	 failure to have 
experienced handlers 
around her when near the 

public
•	 failure to provide 
veterinary care
•	 chaining her in a yard 
instead of providing long-
term shelter during the off 
season

After Nosey attacked a 
Liebling Circus worker, 
that worker presented 
an affidavit to the USDA, 
stating that workers 
routinely used electric 
prods on the elephant, and 
on at least one occasion, 
multiple workers beat her 
with sledgehammers and 
shovel handles.
	 In 2013, the circus was 
sued by the USDA for 33 
violations of the Animal 
Welfare Act, including 
multiple issues involving 
Nosey. 
	 Liebel was, in the end, 
hit with a $7,500 fine. The 
amount was protested 
by animal rights groups, 
claiming that the violations 
could (and should) have led 
to more than $300,000 in 
fines.
	 In June of 2017, just 
a few months ago, the 
Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission 
refused to renew Liebel’s 
permit to possess Nosey 
in Florida. The family is 
fighting the ruling, but may 
be having to keep Nosey on 
the road outside the state, 
though the exact legal 
status of the case could not 
be determined.
	 Liebling Bros. Family 
Circus has seen numerous 
performances canceled 
over the years, because it 
violated local ordinances 
in venue cities, or when 
promoters and sponsors 
learned about the business’ 
legal issues.
	 The circus came to 
Cullman last week with 
a contract to perform at 
the Cullman Civic Center, 
but that contract was 
canceled. Cullman Parks 
and Recreation Director 
Nathan Anderson released 
the following statement:
	 "After meeting with 
the staff from the Great 
American Circus, we all 
came to the realization 

that there would be some 
safety issues as well as some 
things that the civic center 
simply could not do. Due to 
these complications, Great 
American Circus canceled 
their shows for this 
weekend in Cullman and we 
refunded their money."

The following statement 
came from the office of 
Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs:
“A circus was scheduled 
to be held at the Cullman 
Civic Center on Nov. 3-4, 
2017. A business license 
was issued to the Great 
American Circus for this 
event. However, this event 
promoter notified the City 
of the cancelation of the 
circus on Friday afternoon, 
and advised the City at that 
time that arrangements 
had been made to display 
the elephant on private 
property. In response to 
multiple calls regarding 
possible abuse or neglect of 
the elephant, (the) Cullman 
Police Department sent an 
animal control officer out 
to investigate. The animal 
control officer reported that 
the elephant had adequate 
food and water, appeared 
to be well-nourished, and 
did not show any visible 
signs or abuse or neglect. 
It is my understanding that 
the elephant show ended 
Sunday evening.”
	 When The Tribune 
checked Monday afternoon, 
there was no trace of Nosey 
or Liebel at their weekend 
location.
	 Further, The Tribune 
was unable to locate Liebel 
or the circus, as neither 
their website nor Facebook 
page list upcoming venues.
	 The Liebel family has set 
up a GoFundMe campaign 
entitled “Help Protect 
Nosey the Elephant,” 
seeking $10,000 to “help 
fund the legal fees of the 
Liebel family, who are 
being unjustly harassed, 
terrorized and bullied by 
animal rights extremists.”

On the campaign page, the 
family defends itself with 
the following statement:

“We are the Liebel Family, 
and we have had the privilege 
of caring for, working beside, 
and loving an orphaned 
African elephant named 
Nosey, for over 30 years. 
Our family tours the United 
States raising awarness (sic) 
for endangered elephants 
by providing entertaining 
and educational shows to 
children of all ages.
	 Several years ago, a 
well known animal rights 
extremist group decided that 
since we were a small, family 
owned and operated circus, 
with only one elephant, that 
we would be an easy target 
for them. Since then we 
have have been subjected 
to constant threats, 
harrasment (sic.), property 
damage and vandalism. They 
also began an unceasing 
propaganda campaign 
against us, hurling all sorts 
of ridiculous slander and 
unbelievable exaggerations 
about the health, care and 
well being of our beloved 
baby girl (Nosey).
	 Most was garbage made 
up by fanatics, but some 
went as far as fabrications 
made up by activist paid 
"Animal Experts" whom 
were later found to have 
never actually seen Nosey, 
and have no credentials or 
experience with elephants 
whatsoever.
	 But refusing to let these 
extremists affect our lives, 
at our own expense, we had 
these claims debunked by the 
united states government, 

actual certified experts, as 
well as America's leading 
Zoo and Circus Elephant 
veterinarian. 
	 Recently large groups of 
Animal Rights extremists 
terrorized and harrased (sic) 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
for months on end, often with 
tens to literally hundreds of 
thousands of phone calls and 
emails per day. They even 
hired lawyers and personal 
investigators to aid in their 
bombardments. Due to this 
level of harassment, we 
assume that the FF&W, tired 
of the constant harassment, 
decided that they wanted 
NOT to renew our license, so 
we would no longer be "their 
problem" so we had over 
half a dozen inspections in a 
month span alone, ( funded 
by tax-payer dollars). Each 
time we passed with flying 
colors, and not one violation. 
	 Regardless, we recently 
received a letter that our 
permit had been denied by 
means of a small, ridiculous 
technicality, and not by 
anything to do physically 
with Nosey, or the care we 
provide. It is ridiculous, and 
we firmly believe that with 
legal aide, the truth can be 
brought to light. Please help 
us fund our planned legal 
action, all proceeds will go 
to retaining a lawyer. We 
will not stop, we will not be 
silent, and we will not fade 
quietly into the night, when 
the safety and well being of 
our Nosey is concerned. Help 
us please.”

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Nosey the Elephant carries kids on rides in a pen on Main Avenue last weekend.
PHOTOS COURTESY CAAWA

Nosey belongs to a group that 
came to Cullman as the Liebling 
Bros. Family Circus. 

Circus comes to town 
More ‘whys’ than ‘wows’
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West Point Middle School scholar’s bowl 
takes 3rd at Wallace State Invitational
HANCEVILLE – West 
Point Middle School's sixth-
grade scholar's bowl team 
placed third on Friday at 
an invitational tournament 
held at Wallace State. 
	 Three sixth-graders 
from WPMS, Ashton 
Lindsey, Ryan Hancock and 
Evan Franks, were joined 
by fifth- grader Brodie 
Henry from West Point 
Intermediate to compete 
in the fifth/sixth grade 
division of the tournament. 
	 “My son, Brodie, really 
wanted to compete, but 
West Point Intermediate 
doesn't have a team yet,” 
shared West Point High 
School scholar’s bowl coach 
Lee Henry. “So, I contacted 
the West Point Middle 
School sponsor, Amanda 
Freeman, and asked her if 
she had any sixth graders 
who wanted to compete 
together. It worked out 

perfectly. She had three 
sixth graders and a team is 
made up of four players.
	 “So, I got all four of them 
together one afternoon 
and had a single practice 
with them. Then, they were 
able to compete and place 
third in their first-ever 
tournament. It was very fun 
to watch them and they did 
an amazing job.”
	 Ryan Hancock led the 
team with 150 points. 
Brodie Henry was next with 
110. Ashton Lindsey scored 
50 and Evan Franks got 10. 
	 “I plan to start a fifth-
grade team at West Point 
Intermediate very soon,” 
said Lee Henry. “There 
are a lot of opportunities 
for young players to 
compete. This is obviously 
something that these kids 
are passionate about. I hope 
that they all continue to 
play and grow as a team and 
that I will get to coach all 
of them in high school one 
day!”

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Funeral Service for Joseph 
Clayton, age 82 of Baileyton, 

were held Wednesday, November 
8, 2017 at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home; Josh Sellers 

officiated. Graveside service at 
Fairview 1st Baptist Cemetery. 

Cullman Heritage Funeral Home 
is in charge of arrangements. 
Mr. Clayton passed away on 

Monday, November 6, 2017 at 
Diversicare of Arab. He was born 

May 26, 1935 in Birmingham, 
AL to Hubert and Katie Clayton. 

He is preceded in death by his 
parents; Hubert Clayton and 
Katie Frazier Clayton, wife, 

Ellen Clayton, grandson, Jeremy 
Cole, and two sisters; Patsy Pyle 
and Betty Lou Miller. Survivors 
include his daughters; Deborah 

Clayton, Cathy Clayton, and 
Joie Clayton-Starling, brothers; 

Ray Clayton and Jimmy 
Clayton, grandchildren; Jessica 

Clayton, Justin Clayton, and 
Jarret Clayton, great-grandson, 

Jett, and beloved pet, Ellie.

James Donald Calvert was born 
on October 8, 1941 to James 

Calvin & Eula Mae Calvert. He 
passed away on November 6, 2017. 
Mr. Calvert was married to Betty 
Calvert for 57 years. He worked 

at Americold for 28 years. He 
was loved by his family. He was 

preceded in death by his parents, 
children, Jason Brent Calvert & 
Rebecca Faye Calvert; grandson, 
Nicholas Calvert; brothers, Larry 

Dale Calvert & Darrel Calvert. 
Survivors include his wife, Betty; 

children, James Stacey, Jamie 
Brad (Tammy) Calvert; brother, 

Keith (Kim) Calvert; sister, Pat 
(Dewey) Miller & Virginia Calvert; 

grandchildren, Trent (Paula) 
Calvert, Trevor (Haley) Calvert, 

Heather Nichols, Todd (Tesla) 
Nichols, Savannah Calvert, Micah 

Calvert, Brittney (Mike) Lynn, 
Justin (Marie) Calvert, Amber 

(Robert) Anderson, Tiffany 
(Albert) Yarbrough, Austin 

Calvert & Olivia (Tyler) Campbell; 
great grandchildren, Kotie 

Calvert, Brenten Calvert, Jayden 
Brooks, Brantley Nichols, Zayne 

Nichols, Karly Lynn, Kaylee Lynn, 
Jayden Leeth, Willow Calvert, 

Khaleesi Calvert, Tristin Calvert, 
Cadin Calvert, Coltin Anderson, 

Will Yarbrough, Jessalyn Nichols, 
Drake Nichols, Teagan Campbell 

& Malcom Campbell. A host of 
nieces and nephews. Funeral 
service for Mr. Calvert held 

Wednesday, November 8, 2017 
at Livingston Chapel. Interment 

in the adjoining cemetery.

Betty Greene was born on 
February 23, 1935, to Fred and 

Bessie Vest. She was the beautiful 
wife of 66 years to Bobby Greene 

and she went to her Heavenly 
Home on November 6, 2017. She 

was surrounded by family as 
she peacefully went on to meet 
her loved ones who greeted her 

with open arms. Betty was a 
loving mother to Becky Vendel 

(Rich-deceased), Deborah 
Shores (deceased), Terry (Tina) 

Greene of Eagleville, TN, and 
Susan Greene of Nashville, TN. 

She was the grandmother to 
6 grandchildren and 8 great-

grandchildren. Funeral service 

for Mrs. Greene will be Friday, 
November 10, 2017 at 1 p.m. 

at Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home with Charles Sinyard 

officiating. Interment will be at 
Mt. Zion Cemetery. Visitation 
will be Thursday, November 9, 
2017 from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m.at 

Cullman Heritage Funeral Home. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral Home 

is in charge of arrangements.

Ralph Wayne Holcombe was 
born in Holly Pond, Cullman 

County, Alabama to George Ivey 
and Lois Henry Holcombe. He 

passed away Monday, November 
6, 2017. He is survived by his wife, 

Phyllis Holcombe; his brother, 
Darrel Holcombe; and his sister, 

Jane and her husband Don Bates. 
He was actually Uncle Wayne to 

26 nieces, but only survived by 23, 
and nephews and a host of great 

nieces and nephews. He was a very 
trusted BEAT Committeeman at 
Brushy Pond for approximately 

30 years. Visitation will be Friday, 
November 10, 2017 from 11:30 
a.m. until 2 p.m. with service 
following in the chapel at 2 

p.m. with Rev. Tommy Graves 
officiating. Interment will be 

at Cullman City Cemetery.

Memorial services are 
incomplete at this time for 

Kay P. Whitwell, 78, of Hayden. 
Cullman Funeral Home is in 
charge of the arrangements. 
Mrs. Whitwell passed away 

Monday, November 6th, 
2017 at her residence.

A memorial service for Mark 

Edward Sandlin, 63, will be 6 p.m. 
Friday, November 10, 2017 at Moss 
Service Funeral Home. Visitation 

will be held at the funeral home 
on Friday, November 10, 2017 

from 5 p.m. until 6 p.m.

Ann Moyers Heck, age 88, 
passed away at her home on 
Sunday, November 5, 2017. 

Mrs. Heck was born August 3, 
1929 in Anniston, AL to Alden 
"Jack" and Alice Moyers. She 

is preceded in death by her 
parents; Jack and Alice Moyers, 
husband; Hubert Heck, son; Jon 
Heck, and sister; Wanda Early. 
Survivors include her son; Paul 
(Jill) Heck, daughter, Dr. Dana 

(Dan) Kessler, six grandchildren; 
Taylor Heck, Cameron (Tabitha) 
Heck, Hannah (Ryan) Wheeler, 

Will (Treyla) Kessler, Eric 
Kessler, and Peter Kessler, seven 

great-grandchildren; Rylan, 
Cullen, and Kenzie Heck, Sam 
and Noah Kessler, and Landon 
and Haley Wheeler, and sister; 

Honey Hubbard. The family 
invites friends to a memorial 
gathering at Ann’s home from 

2 p.m. until 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
November 11, 2017. In lieu of 

flowers, consider a donation to 
your favorite charity. A couple of 

Ann’s favorites were Operation 
SMILE and The Humane Society. 

Heritage Funeral Home is 
assisting with arrangements.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanSense.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Pictured, left to right, are Ashton Lindsey, Ryan 
Hancock, Evan Franks and Brodie Henry.

LEE HENRY

Sheriff ’s office holding church safety class; local churches encouraged to attend

CULLMAN – In the wake of 
the tragic church shooting 
in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, the Cullman County 
Sheriff's Office (CCSO) 
will host a Church Safety 
Class on Tuesday, Nov.  14 

at 6 p.m. at Temple Baptist 
Church. The class will focus 
on violence prevention 
and the steps a church and 
congregation can take to 
prevent imminent danger.
	 Some of the points that 
will be discussed are the 
creation of a church security 
team, increasing situational 

awareness and promoting 
building security.
	 It is encouraged that 
two to four members of 
each church attend who can 
be part of a security team. "I 
never thought when I began 
my law enforcement career 
18 years ago that the security 
of our churches would be a 

national issue at any point. 
I hope that pastors and 
church parishioners can 
attend this class to gain 
more knowledge and make 
their congregations as safe 
as possible," said Sheriff 
Matt Gentry.
	 The class will be taught 
by Sgt. David Nunn and 

Deputy Chad Whaley, both 
of whom have more than 18 
years of law enforcement 
experience.
To register for the class, 
email Capt. Mark Persall at 
mpersall@cullmansheriff.
org or Bradley Williams at 
bwilliams@cullmansheriff.
org; you may also call 256-

7 3 4 - 0 3 4 2 . R e g i s t r a t i o n 
is not required, but 
is encouraged. Upon 
registration, please provide 
your name and the name of 
the church you attend.
	 Temple Baptist Church 
is located at 30 County Road 
1184, Cullman, Alabama 
35057.

Bradley Williams
CCSO

Obituary Announcements: Nov. 8-11
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CLASSIFIEDS
AUCTIONS

ABSOLUTE REAL Es-
tate Auction- Cherokee, 
Alabama-Colbert Coun-
ty, 40+/- acres offered 
in 11 parcels, November 
16, 1:00pm. Maps, de-
tails gtauctions.com, 
205.326.0833. Granger, 
Thagard & Associates 
Inc., Jack F. Granger, 
#873.

SERVICES
DIRECTV. CALL & 
Switch Now - Get NFL 
Sunday Ticket for Free! 
Every Game. Every Sun-
day. Choice- All-Included 
Package. Over 185 Chan-
nels. $60/month (for 12 
Months.) CALL 1- 855-
717-6961.

DISH NETWORK. 
190+ Channels. Free In-
stall. Free Hopper HD -
DVR. $49.99/month (24 
months) Add High Speed 
Internet- $14.95 (where 
available) Call Today & 
Save 25%! 1-866-815-
7913.

DONATE YOUR car to 
charity. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off 
for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 1-844-810-
1257.

NEW HUGHESNET 
Gen5 is Here! More Data! 
More Speed! Free Wi-Fi! 
Netflix is now available 
where you live! Call us 
Today! 1-800-266-4409 
pbsinternet.com.

WANT YOUR ad to be 
seen in 120 newspapers 
statewide? Place your ad 
in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (a participat-
ing ALA-SCAN member) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide!

INSURANCE
DENTAL INSURANCE. 
Call Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company for 
details. Not just a dis-
count plan, Real cover-
age for 350 procedures. 
1-844-358-9039 or http://
w w w . d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s .
com/289 Ad# 6118.

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
and Cialis Users! A cheap-
er alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special- $99 + FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. Call Now: 1-855-
382-4115.

CANADA DRUG Center: 
Safe, affordable medica-
tions. Licensed mail or-
der pharmacy. SAVE up to 

75%! Get $10.00 off your 
first prescription. Free 
shipping! Call 1-844-765-
6480.

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 
Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The 
all-new Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! Free info kit: 
1-844-264-9500.

HELP WANTED-
DRIVERS

BROWN TRUCKING 
is looking for Company 
Drivers and Owner Op-
erators. Brown requires: 
CDL-A, 2 years of tractor 
trailer experience OTR 
or Regional (Multiple 
states) in the last 3 years, 
good MVR and PSP. Ap-
ply: www.driveforbrown.
com. Contact Randy Har-
ris 423-280-6206.

DRIVERS: FLATBED 
CDL-A Drivers! Region-
al & OTR Lanes. Holiday 
& vacation pay. Quality 
home time. BC/BS Medi-
cal/Dental/Prescription 
Insurance. Call 1-800-
580-2205 or go to www.
wtwenterprisesinc.com.

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

NEW AUTHORS Want-
ed! Page Publishing will 
help you self-publish 
your own book. Free au-
thor submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-888-283-4780.

FOR SALE
CHURCH FURNITURE: 
Does your church need 
pews, pulpit set, baptis-
tery, steeple, windows? 
Big sale on new cushioned 
pews and pew chairs. 
1-800-231-8360. www.
pews1.com.

MISCELLANEOUS
IS THERE a veteran in 
your family? Bring them 
to the Governors Salute 
to Alabama Veterans, Fri-
day, November 10 at the 
American Village, 3727 
Highway 119 in Monteval-
lo. Free admission/lunch, 
program 10-noon. Join 
this special ceremony to 
say THANK YOU to Ala-
bama’s veterans!

MEDICAL
A PLACE for mom. The 
nation's largest senior 
living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local 
experts today! Our ser-
vice is Free/no obligation. 
Call 1-877-206-5495.

SUFFERING FROM 
Knee or Back Pain? Learn 
How a Brace Can Help! 
Fast & Easy Medicare Ap-
provals. Free Shipping. 
Relieve Your Pain Now! 
24/7 Call Center. Call 1- 
866-575-9146.

Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby give to all owners, secured parties and lienholders of the following 
described motor vehicles, which I have a right to sell at public auction, to the highest 
bidder, in accordance with the State of Alabama abandoned motor vehicle law, Statues, 
Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-80: 
   2004 Chevy Trailblazer, Vin. #1GNES16S346135708. 
   2012 Ford Taurus, Vin. #1FAHP2DW1CG131268. 
   1993 Ford Ranger, Vin. #1FTCR10A3PUD34429. 
   These vehicles will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at Johnson’s Auto Tire and 
Tow, LLC, 178 County Road 1332, Vinemont, Alabama 35179, on Friday, December 8, 
2017, at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOCUMENT 23

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE 
 

Default having been made in the payment of the debt secured by that certain mortgage executed on June 17, 2015, by Tabitha Ann 

Bonner McDonald and husband, William Matthew McDonald, Natalie Faye Bonner, and Hoke Smith Bonner, Jr., said mortgage being 

recorded on July 27, 2015, in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama, in Mtg. Book 1766, Page 640.  Traditions 

Bank as Mortgagee, by reason of such default, under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said Mortgage will sell at public 

outcry to the highest bidder for cash, at the front door entrance of the Courthouse at Cullman County, Alabama, on November 30, 2017 

during the legal hours of sale, all of its right, title, and interest in and to the following described real estate, situated in Cullman County, 

Alabama, to-wit: 

See Exhibit “A” for legal description, which is incorporated fully herein by reference. 
 

The real property or its address is commonly known as lying between State Highway 69 and Old Highway 69 East, Cullman, AL 35057, 
28400 County Road 222, Cullman, AL 35057, 28250 County Road 222, Cullman, AL 35057, County Road 222, Cullman, AL 35057, 
and County Road 109, Bremen, AL 35033.  The real property tax Identification Number is Parcel I: 27-05-16-0-000-010.002; Parcel II: 
27-05-16-0-000-005.001; Parcel III: 27-05-16-0-000-004.000; Parcel IV: 27-05-16-0-000-005.000; Parcel V: 27-05-16-0-000-005.002; 
Parcel VII: 27-03-08-0-000-003.003; Parcel VIII: 27-03-08-0-000-003.002; Parcel IX:27-03-08-0-000-004.000; Parcel X: 27-03-08-0-
000-003.000; Parcel XI: 27-03-05-0-001-195.035. 
 
Parcel VI referenced in the mortgage securing the indebtedness made the basis of this foreclosure was previously conveyed to Traditions 
Bank by Deed of Redemption, executed September 14, 2017 and recorded with Cullman County Judge of Probate on September 15, 
2017 at deed book 664, page 956.  
 
THIS PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD ON AN “AS IS, WHERE IS” BASIS, SUBJECT TO ANY EASEMENTS, ENCUMBRANCES, 
AND EXCEPTIONS REFLECTED IN THE MORTGAGE AND THOSE CONTAINED IN THE RECORDS OF THE OFFICE OF 
THE JUDGE OF PROBATE OF THE COUNTY WHERE THE ABOVE-DESCRIBED PROPERTY IS SITUATED.  THIS 
PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD WITHOUT WARRANTY OR RECOURSE, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED AS TO TITLE, USE AND/OR 
ENJOYMENT AND WILL BE SOLD SUBJECT TO THE RIGHT OF REDEMPTION OF ALL PARTIES ENTITLED THERETO. 
 
This sale is made for the purpose of paying the indebtedness secured by said mortgage, as well as the expenses of foreclosure. 
 
The Mortgagee reserves the right to bid for and purchase the real estate and to credit its purchase price against the expenses of sale and 
the indebtedness secured by the real estate. 
This sale is subject to postponement or cancellation. 
 
 
Traditions Bank, Mortgagee 
 
Trent Lowry 
GRIFFITH, LOWRY & MEHERG, LLC 
Attorney for Traditions Bank 
409 1st Avenue SW 
Cullman, AL 35055 
(256) 734-0458 
trent@griffithlowry.com 
 
 
 
 

 • Earn a salary while learning a skilled trade

 • Obtain a transferrable credit 

 • Fields include: manufacturing, construction, 
   healthcare, IT, and MORE 
 • Increase your skills and earn higher wages

           For more information, visit

Funding provided by the USDOL, ETA, Federal WIOA. An Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. 
Auxiliary aids and services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN!
Apprenticeship Programs Help YOU 

Land YOUR Dream Job!

JOBLINK.ALABAMA.GOV

Alabama Press Association
Attn: Meegan Maxwell
3324 Independence Dr Ste 200
Birmingham, AL 35209
Phone: (205) 871-7737

Please run Alabama Press Association for the week of November 5th to 11th.

$1000.00

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, Nov. 15th &
Thursday, Nov. 16th, 2017 • 9am

1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi
Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors,

Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Farm Tractors 
Day 2: Selling Construction Eq., Support Eq.,

Logging Eq., Service & Fuel/Lube Trucks
Deanco Auction Online Bidding Available
Phone: 601-656-9768   Fax: 601-656-0192

www.deancoauction.com    sold@deancoauction.com
Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733 MS Gallery Lic. #835F

10% buyers premium on the first $4500, then a 1% buyers premium on the remaining balance each lot

Deanco Auction Online Bidding Available
Phone: 601-656-9768   Fax: 601-656-0192

www.deancoauction.com    sold@deancoauction.com
Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733 MS Gallery Lic. #835F

10% buyers premium on the first $4500, then a 1% buyers premium on the remaining balance of each lot

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, Nov. 15th &
Thursday, Nov. 16th, 2017 • 9am
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi
Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors,

Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Farm Tractors 
Day 2: Selling Construction Eq., Support Eq.,

Logging Eq., Service Trks, Fuel/Lube Trks

Deanco Auction  601-656-9768   www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $4500 of each lot and then a 1% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers,
Farm Tractors, 1-ton Trucks, Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc.

Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Off Road Trucks,
Rubber-tired Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction
Eq., Forklifts, Logging Eq., Fuel/Lube Trucks, Water Trucks & More

Deanco Auction 601-656-9768         www.deancoauction.com
1042 Holland Ave (PO Box 1248) • Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350         Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean, #733, MSGL #835

10% Buyers Premium on the first $4500 of each lot and then a 1% buyers premium and the remaining balance of each lot.

HUGE 2-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION

Day 1: Selling Dump Trucks, Truck Tractors, Specialty Trucks, Trailers, Farm
Tractors, 1-ton Trucks, Pickups, Vehicles, Attachments, Misc.

Day 2: Selling Dozers, Excavators, Motor Graders, Off Road Trucks, Rubber-tired
Loaders, Loader Backhoes, Skid Steers, Compaction Eq., Forklifts, Logging
Eq., Service Trucks, Fuel/Lube Trucks & More

Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, Nov. 15th &
Thursday, Nov. 16th, 2017 • 9am

1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi

Huge Contractors Equipment & Truck Auction

Wednesday, Nov. 15th &
Thurs., Nov. 16th, 2017 • 9am

1042 Holland Ave • Philadelphia, Mississippi
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• Teeth Whitening
• Porcelain Veneers
• Digital X-Ray
• Dentures

• Intra-Oral Cameras
• Partials
• Implant Restorations
• Root Canal Procedures

“We treat you like family.”
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • cullmandentist.com 
Mon.- Thurs. 8 am-5 pm, Fri. 8 am-1 pm

We offer a wide variety of dental services:
SINGLE VISIT DIGITAL CROWNS
DENTAL IMPLANT PLACEMENT

Jonathan Echols
D.M.D., P.C.

Ashley Holladay
D.M.D.

COMMUNITY MATTERS
SERVICE NOTE

James D. Kreps graduates 
USAF basic training
United States Air 

Force Airman 
James D. Kreps 

graduated from basic 
military training at 
Joint Base San Antonio- 
Lackland, San Antonio, 
Texas.
	 The airman completed 
an intensive, eight- week 
program that included 
training in military 
discipline and studies, Air 
Force core values, physical 
fitness, and basic warfare 
principles and skills. 
	 Airmen who complete 
basic training also earn four 
credits toward an associate 
in applied science degree 
through the Community 
College of the Air Force.
	 Kreps is the son of Robin 
M. and Kenneth M. Kreps, 
of Gurley and grandson 
of Kenneth M. Kreps, of 
Cullman.
	 He is a 2017 graduate 
of Madison County High 
School, in Gurley.

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

The Mortgage Center
"Home Mortgages Are Our Only Business"

• Purchases ~ Up to 100%
• Conventional, FHA, VA and USDA
• Refinances
• Consolidations/Home Improvements
• Reverse Mortgages
• LOCAL Lender

www.themortgagecenterinc.comApply Online

Call us Today!
(256) 734-6193

NMLS#181775


