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EDUCATION
2nd-grader Emma Potter wins statewide 
reading award: tickets to Iron Bowl
CULLMAN – A second-
grade Auburn fan received 
a special surprise Friday 
afternoon at West 
Elementary: tickets to 
next week’s Iron Bowl. 
Emma Potter received the 
tickets from the Alabama 
Education Association 
(AEA). She was chosen 
out of more than 37,000 
qualifying students in the 
AEA’s “Be a Champion 
and Read” contest.  Not 
only did Potter receive the 
tickets, but also passes for 
the sideline and pre-game 

activities for herself and 
two guests. 
	 The AEA has sponsored 
the competition for the 
last five years to promote 
reading in Alabama schools. 
In order to qualify, students 
had to read six or more 
books before the deadline 
and get their paperwork 
into the AEA in time for the 
drawing. The students, from 
kindergarten through sixth 
grade, chose their favorite 
team, either Alabama or 
Auburn, as part of their 
entries. Two students from 
the entire state won. One 
for Alabama, and one for 
Auburn.

	 The second-grade class 
was brought into the gym 
at 1:30 p.m. Friday for the 
announcement. Potter 
had no idea she was about 
to win and was shocked 
when she heard the good 
news. Her parents, Barry 
and Dori Potter, were there 
to celebrate with their 
daughter. Barry Potter was 
very proud of his daughter’s 
accomplishment and the 
way she earned it. 
	 “I’m very proud. I’m 
proud of the school, the 
teachers and they really 
push the kids to excel,” he 
said. “I’m very happy with 
our city school system and 

thankful to the AEA for 
giving her the opportunity 
to win these tickets.”
	 Barry Potter said he is 
also excited to share the 
Iron Bowl atmosphere with 
his family next week and 
have a good time on the 
plains.
	 “We’ll do Tiger Walk, 
we’ll do some tailgating 
but really just enjoying 
being there. We’ve been to 
Auburn before but not for a 
game, so we’ll make sure to 
do just about everything,” 
he shared.
	 Emma’s mother, Dori 
Potter, felt the same way 
as her 

CULLMAN – On Friday 
afternoon, the Cullman 
County Department of 
Human Resources (DHR) 
marked National Adoption 
Awareness Month by holding 
a celebration at First Baptist 
Church in Cullman, marking 
a record year for adoptions 
in the county. In fiscal 
year 2017, the county DHR 
directly placed 32 children 
from foster care into 
permanent adoptive homes. 
Attendees at the event 
included Cullman Mayor 
Woody Jacobs, Cullman 
County Sheriff Matt Gentry 
and Cullman County District 
Judge Kim Chaney.
	 DHR Program Supervisor 
for Foster Care and Adoption 
Resources, Amanda 
Buchanan told The Tribune 
that, in a typical year, the 
county DHR will see around 
14 children adopted.
	 “The highest year we 

had before this year,” she 
explained, “was 2013, and we 
had 27.”
	 Beyond the official 
count, the agency assisted 
with two other adoptions 
in Mississippi, and DHR 
staffers themselves adopted 
six children over the last 
year.
	 County DHR Director 
Amy Smith told the group, 
“It is our position at 
Cullman County DHR that 
NO child should be deemed 
unadoptable, and that there 
is a forever family made for 
every single child in foster 
care with a plan of adoption. 
	 “In Cullman County alone 
in 2017, we have identified 
and secured forever families 
for siblings we were told 
would never be able to live 
together, a beautiful little 
girl with many medical 
and developmental needs 
that render her wheelchair 
bound, a unique and 
beautiful 16-year-old with 
behavioral issues--I mean, 

what 16-year-old doesn’t 
have ‘behavior issues,’ right? 
I know I did!
	 “All of those are 
descriptors of children that 
I, personally, have also heard 
described as ‘unadoptable.’ 
In 2017 and in the future, we 
will describe those children 
as just that: CHILDREN- 
children who deserve 
families, roots, connections 
and love- forever families!”

According to Smith:
•	 At any given time, there 
are around 300 children 
in foster care in Alabama 
who are ready for adoption, 
but with no family to go to. 
Cullman County currently 
has 51 children waiting.
•	 The average child 
awaiting adoption is 8 years 
old, and will wait three years 
to be adopted.
•	 Each year, 22,000 
children “age out” of the 
foster care system, reaching 
adulthood with no families 
or support of their own.

•	 A child that ages out of 
foster care stands a much 
higher chance of negative 
outcomes, including 
substance abuse, poverty, 
homelessness, unwed 
pregnancy, incarceration 
and premature death.

Smith told The Tribune that 
Cullman County currently 
has around 200 children in 
foster care, with 51 of those 
waiting to be adopted.
	 Of the other roughly 
75 percent, many will 
eventually return home, or 
at least to members of their 
families.
	 “In the last year, we 
also had over 70 children 
reunified either with family, 
or with relatives,” added 
Buchanan.
	 Smith talked to The 
Tribune about what leads 
children into foster care. 
	 “We’re seeing a lot more 
children entering care, lately. 
I think there’s a strain in 
r e s o u r c e s , 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

County DHR celebrates 
record number of 
adoptions in 2017

Nick Griffin
Tribune Correspondent

PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

Addison Bulldogs 
take a bite out 
of Hackleburg, 
advance to 
quarterfinals

CULLMAN – Ryan Whisenhunt of the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter introduces us to Ginger, The 
Tribune’s Pet of the Week.
	 Ginger is a stray who has been at the shelter 
since late October. She is a brindle shepherd mix, 
about 29 pounds. Ginger is attentive, respectful, 
well-mannered and quick to respond to voice and 
hand signals.
	 She thrives when she's with a companion, loves 
to learn new tasks and is very gentle when taking 
anything from you. She also walks well on a leash.
	 Shelter staff say she is a very wor-

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Amy Smith, Cullman County DHR director, said, “It is our position at Cullman 
County DHR that NO child should be deemed unadoptable, and that there is a 
forever family made for every single child in foster care with a plan of adoption.”
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PET OF THE WEEK

Help sweet 
Ginger find her 
forever home

Ginger is about 18 months old.
CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
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Addison running back Ben 
Robinson (32) scored the first 
touchdown of the night.

West Elementary second-grader Emma 
Potter, with her family, after winning 
tickets to this year’s Iron Bowl
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A night of accolades at 
city school board meeting
CULLMAN – The Cullman 
City School Board gathered 
Thursday evening for its 
monthly meeting, kicking 
things off with recognitions 
of the accomplishments 
made by students and 
employees within the 
school system. 
	 The first group 
recognized was the 
Cullman High School 
FCCLA (Family, Career 
and Community Leaders of 
America), which recently 
won a gold medal in 
entrepreneurship during a 
Students Taking Action with 
Recognition (STAR) event 
at the National FCCLA 
Leadership Conference. 
Cullman’s FCCLA chapter 
is sponsored by Carin Rains 
and consists of students 
Sydney Ratliff, Campbell 
Sandlin and Kate Davis 
Heatherly.
	 Next up was the Cullman 
High School Broadcast 
Network, or Bearcat 
News Network. The CHS 
broadcast team has been 
working hard all year to 
deliver coverage of school 
events and was recognized 
this year by the National 
Federation of High Schools 
as an Elite School, the 
only school in Alabama 

to receive the rating. 
The team is sponsored 
by John Drake and its 
members include Isabella 
Allred, Avery Barlow, Nic 
Braswell, Kacy Burroughs, 
Coleman Callan, Jimnie 
Chau Le, Dawson Culver, 
Morgan Dingler, Samantha 
Hauk, Hayden Henderson, 
Caroline Hollingsworth, 
Ben Hollis, Holland 
Johnson, Eli Kilpatrick, 
Ben Monestero, Ninfa 
Moreno, Drew Morton, Alex 
Stansell, Dylan Warner and 
Jazmyn Woods. 
	 Drake was excited to 

see his team of students 
recognized after the hard 
work they’ve put into their 
network.
	 “This is all thanks to 
the students; none of this 
would be possible without 
them,” Drake said. “They 
all work extremely hard and 
work well together and are 
getting better at what they 
love to do.”
	 The last recognition 
of the meeting was for the 
West Elementary School 
Child Nutrition Program led 
by CNP Manager Michelle 
Nix and CNP Assistant 

Director Terri Abbott. The 
West Elementary program 
was recently named an 
Alabama Best Practice 
Award Program. Abbott and 
Nix are still working toward 
new improvements to the 
program that is already 
receiving state recognition. 
	 In other business, 
all agenda items were 
approved. The next school 
board work session will be 
held in the central office’s 
conference room at 4:30 
p.m. on Dec. 19, with a 
regular meeting to follow at 
5 p.m. 

Nick Griffin
Tribune Correspondent

Members of the Cullman High School FCCLA with 
sponsor Carin Rains, left and Cullman City Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Susan Patterson, right
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Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby give to all owners, secured parties and lienholders of 
the following described motor vehicles, which I have a right to sell at 
public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance with the State of 
Alabama abandoned vehicle law, Statues, Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 
32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-80. 
2G4WB52K8X1429204 1999 Buick Regal 
CCE142A179755  1972 Chevrolet C-10 
1GNDS13S052154970 2005 Chevrolet Trailblazer 
2B4FP25BXWR710207 1998 Dodge Caravan 
1B7GG32N02S639264 2002 Dodge Dakota 
1B3ES56C75D244521 2005 Dodge Neon 
1D8GT28K77W577107 2007 Dodge Nitro 
1D7HA18D64J223825 2004 Dodge Ram  
4B3AG52H21E076999 2001 Dodge Stratus 
F90KVN74939  1972 Ford Boom Truck 
2FALP73W0SX207788 1995 Ford Crown Vic 
1FDWE35L63HA94385 2003 Ford E350 
1FMEU15WX1LA63017 2001 Ford Expedition 
1FMEU17L5VLB96860 1997 Ford Expedition 
1FMRU1767WLC38278 1998 Ford Expedition 
1FMRU17L7XLC10682 1999 Ford Expedition 
1FMRU17L9XLC05578 1999 Ford Expedition 
1FMZU62E11ZA71403 2001 Ford Explorer 
1FAFP38382W272498 2002 Ford Focus 
3FA6P0HR6DR358319 2013 Ford Fusion 
3FAHP07Z77R167006 2007 Ford Fusion 
1FACP41M9PF179007 1993 Ford Mustang 
1FTYR10U51PA74427 2001 Ford Ranger 
2FMZA52413BA80229 2003 Ford Windstar 
1HGCG564XWA017439 1998 Honda Accord 
1HGED3646LL028816 1990 Honda Civic 
KMHCG45C42U317256 2002 Hyundai Accent 
KM8SC13D44U730329 2004 Hyundai Sante Fe 
1J4NT1FA0BD178807 2011 Jeep Compass 
WDBGA33G3WA375839 1998 Mercedes S320 
4M2DU52P1VUJ13348 1997 Mercury Mountaineer 
1N4AL3AP7FC242046 2015 Nissan Altima 
JN8AR05Y1WW233811 1998 Nissan Pathfinder 
3N1AB7APXEY261574 2014 Nissan Sentra 
1G3GR62C9V4121012 1997 Olds Aurora 
1G3AG55N7P6343364 1993 Olds Cutlass 
1G2HX52K934148451 2003 Pontiac Bonneville 
3GSCL537X8S503263 2008 Saturn Vue 
5GZCZ33D55S870873 2005 Saturn Vue 
1NXAE04B4SZ249717 1995 Toyota Corolla 
JYARJ06E63A003020 2003 Yamaha YZFR6 
1GCEC19Z86Z214159 2006 Chevrolet Silverado 
1GTEK14TX2Z330396 2002 GMC Sierra 
JN8AS58T19W055887 2009 Nissan Rogue 
4S6CG58V0R4401837 1994 Honda Passport 
1G3HN52K0X4804673 1999 Oldsmobile Eighty Eight 
3G7DA03E31S541185 2001 Pontiac Aztec 
JH2RC3408LM100801 1990 Honda PC800 
Husquvarna Zero Turn Lawnmower MZ61  
Serial #021215B0D2094    
   These vehicles will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at Mullins 
Body Shop, LLC, 11042 US Highway 31 South, Cullman, Alabama 
35055, on Tuesday, December 12, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed on 
April 19, 2005 by Tabitha A. Bonner, a single woman, to EvaBank, 
which said mortgage is recorded in Book 1424, Page 163 in the  Probate 
Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and default continuing, and by 
virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the following 
described property will be sold at public outcry, for cash, to the highest 
bidder, in front of the Courthouse door of said County, in Cullman, 
Alabama, during the legal hours of sale on December 5, 2017: 
Thirty-three (33) acres, more or less, in the Southwest Quarter (SW ¼) of 
the Northwest Quarter (NW ¼) of Section Sixteen (16), Township 
Twelve (12), Range Four (4) West Viz Beginning at a sweet gum near a 
branch at a corner of lot sold to J.W. Johnson 270 feet E of the SW corner 
of said lot; thence due E to the Cullman and Bremen Highway; thence 
along W boundary of said highway to an intersection with a line parallel 
to and ten feet south of a store building; thence on said parallel line 152 
feet to an intersection with a line parallel with and ten feet W of the small 
dwelling house; thence with last named parallel line 83 feet to the Brushy 
Pond Highway; thence along the S side of said highway to the N line of 
said forty acre lot; thence due W to the NW corner of said lot; thence S 
880 feet to the NW corner of said J.W. Johnson lot; thence with the 
boundaries of the said J.W. Johnson lot to the place of beginning. 
LESS AND EXCEPT: Begin at the NW corner of the SW ¼ of the NW ¼ 
of Section 16, Township 12, Range 4 West and go E 640 feet to the 
center of the old abandoned Brushy Pond Road, then go in a Southerly 
direction along the center of said road 923 feet to the point of beginning, 
then go back along center of said road in a Northerly direction 260 feet, 
then go in a Westerly direction and perpendicular to said road 170 feet, 
then in a Southeasterly direction to the point of beginning, this land being 
one-half acre, more or less. 
ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT: Begin at the NW corner of the SW ¼ of the 
NW ¼ of Section 16, Township 12, Range 4 West and go E 640 feet to 
the center of the old abandoned Brushy Pond Road, then go in a 
Southerly direction along center of said road 663 feet and then go in a 
Westerly direction and perpendicular to said road 170 feet to a point of 
beginning, continue along said perpendicular 84 feet to NW corner, then 
Southeasterly along a meandering Branch 167 feet to SW corner; thence 
in  Easterly direction 294 feet to Southeast corner; thence 20 feet along 
abandon Brushy Pond Road; thence back to point of beginning. . 
ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT: From the SE corner of the SW  ¼ of the 
NW ¼, Section 16, Township 12 South, Range 4 West; thence W along 
the S boundary of said forty to the intersection with the W R.O.W. of old 
Hwy. # 69; thence S21°00’W along said R.O.W. a distance of 31.2 feet to 
the point of beginning; thence an interior angle of 90°00’ a distance of 
340.6 feet to a point; thence an interior angle of 90°00’ a distance of 192 
feet to a point; thence an interior angle of 90°00’ a distance of 340.6 feet 
to a point on the West R.O.W. of old Hwy. #69; thence an interior angle 
of 90 degrees 00’ a distance of 192 feet to the point of beginning, lying 
and being in the NW ¼ of SW ¼, and the SW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 
16, Township 12 South, Range 4 West and containing 1.5 acres, more or 
less. 
ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT: From the SE corner of the SW ¼ of the 
NW ¼,  Section 16, Township 12 South, Range 4 West, go W along the S 
boundary of said forty to a point on the W right-of-way of Old Hwy. #69; 
thence continue along same said line a distance of 77 feet to the point of 
beginning; thence N66°45’W a distance of 267.5 feet to a point; thence 
S88°00’W a distance of 114.6 feet to a point; thence S7°00’E a distance 
of 73.8 feet to a point on the S boundary of said forty; thence E along said 
boundary a distance of 354 feet to the point of beginning, lying and being 
in the SW ¼ of the NW ¼, Section 16, Township 12 South, Range 4 
West and containing three tenths of an acre, more or less. Situated, lying 
and being in Cullman County, State of Alabama. 
ALSO LESS AND EXCEPT: Beginning at the NW corner of the SW ¼ 
of the NW ¼, Sec. 16, T12S, R4W and go E 640 feet more or less to the 
center of the old abandoned Brushy Pond Road; then go in a Southerly 
direction along center of said road 663 feet more or less to a point; then 
go in a Westerly direction 254 feet more or less to the center of a 
meandering branch; then go in a Northwesterly direction 1200 feet more 
or less to the point of beginning. 
All of the above described property situated, lying and being in Cullman 
County, Alabama. 

Rumors jumps biggest hurdle 
with approval of site plan
CULLMAN – It was high 
noon for Rumors Deli on 
Thursday, literally. At noon, 
the Cullman City Planning 
Commission met at city 
hall with a single item on 
its agenda: considering 
a revised site plan and 
conditional use request for 
the new location of Rumors 
Deli at 601 Fourth St. SW. 
	 Less than two weeks 
ago, the longtime Cullman 
restaurant hit a snag over 
questions about access to 
its parking lot and proposed 
pick-up window. (http://
w w w . c u l l m a n t r i b u n e .
com/articles/2017/11/06/
p l a n n i n g - c o m m i s s i o n -
r u m o r s - d e l i - h i t s -
r o a d b l o c k - r o y a l -
t e c h n o l o g i e s - g e t s - g o -
ahead)
	 Everything that went 
wrong at that first meeting 
went right the second time 
around. A “cross access” 
agreement between Rumors 
and Cullman Savings Bank, 
allowing both entities 
access to the private drive 
between their properties, 

had been too tentative 
and conditional for the 
commission’s approval. 
City Building, Planning, 
and Zoning Director Rick 
Fulmer and bank President 
John Riley worked out 
a proper form for the 
agreement.
	 Fulmer explained, 
“The original cross access 
agreement was revocable 
with a 30-day notice, and 

that’s not acceptable, 
because once they were 
operational, they’d need 
that (access). The new cross 
access agreement allows 
them (Rumors) to use that 
property as long as that 
restaurant operates.”
	 Rumors owner Annette 
Harris was pleased to have 
this hurdle behind her, 
saying, “I’m really happy! 
It’s a good day. We’re really 

excited, and we appreciate 
the board and everybody 
who had a part in it, John 
Riley, and everybody 
that took care of us. We 
appreciate y’all!”
	 Harris’ lease on the 
current location of Rumors 
in the Warehouse District 
is good through the end of 
December. She hopes to 
open her new location in 
early January 2018.

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed on 
December 20, 2004 by Donnie T. Banks, a married man and wife Loretta 
Banks, a married woman, to EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded 
in Book MTG 1411, Page 695 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, 
Alabama, and default continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the following described property will be sold 
at public outcry, for cash, to the highest bidder, in front of the Courthouse 
door of said County, in Cullman, Alabama, during the legal hours of sale 
on December 12, 2017: 
 
Begin at a stake on the South line of the NW ¼ of the NW ¼ of Section 
32, Township 8 South, Range 2 West, which stake is located 630 feet 
East of the Southwest corner of said forty, thence North 595.0 feet, 
thence East 146.43 feet, thence South 595.0 feet to a stake on the South 
line of said forty, thence West 146.43 feet to the Point of Beginning. 
 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt and cost of 
foreclosure. 
 
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-November 18, 25, December 2, 2017 
 

Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby give to all owners, secured parties and lienholders of 
the following described motor vehicles, which I have a right to sell at 
public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance with the State of 
Alabama abandoned vehicle law, Statues, Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 
32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-80. 
   2005 Ford LGT Convt, Vin. #1FTPW14505FB40076, tag #WDK380. 
   This vehicle will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at Ponder’s 
Wrecker Service and Auto, 2600 Alabama Highway 157, Cullman, 
Alabama 35058, on Friday, December 29, 2017, at 8:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Mayor Woody Jacobs and City Building Director Rick 
Fulmer chat with architect Frank Fagg and Rumors owner 
Annette Harris before the planning commission meeting.
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Thanksgiving 
Memories

By: Randy C. Hale
There are smells and sights 

that are permanently 
placed in my heart.

Roasted Turkey, sweet potato pies, 
dressing and cranberry jelly.

Deviled eggs, green beans, 
congealed salad and old fashion 

macaroni and cheese.

I can close my eyes and see mom 
basting the Turkey , bathing 

the old bird in its juices.

Macy's parade on the TV.

I couldn't wait to be 
with all my cousins.

All of us together outside after 
dinner regardless of the weather.

So hard we would play on 
our Thanksgiving day.

Our mothers all set around 
the table laughing and 

being girls again.
The men setting in 
front of the game.

We bowed our heads before
we ate and thank God for all 

the blessings He gave.

I am still thankful for those 
childhood days and all the 

sweet joy that came.

Poet's Corner

 

 

 Now Hiring For The 
 Following Positions: 

   

  Forklift Operators, Mig Welders, Shipping/Receiving 
Techs, Production Workers, Machine Operators, Mix 
Operators, Quality Inspection/Assurance Workers, 
General Laborers, Packaging Techs, Clerical Workers 
and Industrial Seamstress. 
 

Apply Today at 1495 County Road 437 
(Old Peoples Bank Building next to Hardee’s in Good Hope) 

256-287-5500 
 

Tribune Files from Yesteryear
From The Files Of 1952

Pleasant Grove Baptist 
Church won the attendance 
banner at the East Cullman 
Training Union Mass Meet-
ing at Center Grove Baptist 
Church on Monday night.
	 Reverend Eddie King 
from Ashland, North Caro-
lina has been called as the 
new pastor at Good Hope 
Baptist Church.
	 Max L. Buettner bought 
the Otwell Jewelry stock 
and M.C. Keyes bought the 
optical equipment.
	 L.L. Otwell has retired 
after 45 years on First Ave-
nue East.
	 Wilma Jean Stisher, of 
Welti, visited Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman Holloway in Cull-
man on Sunday.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Phil-
lips, Hilda Faye and Jerry 
have moved to the Enon/
Hamby Chapel community.
	 Walter’s 4-H Club of-
ficers are Bob Baker, 
president; Wade Stewart, 

vice- president; Jim Fant, 
secretary; Bud Harper, re-
porter and Tommy Sutton, 
song leader.

From The Files Of 1902
W.C. Boub spent Monday in 
Trimble.
	 Issac Cofer has received 
the contract to build the 
McMinn Bridge, near Trim-
ble.
	 L.D. Box of Box’s School 
House was in the city on 
Wednesday.
	 Fieldon “Bud” Blalock, 
of Fullers Valley, was in the 
city on Wednesday.
	 Miss Annie Brooks, who 
has been telegraph opera-
tor at Boyles for some time, 
now has charge of the day 
office here.
	 Miss Sallie Bowden, of 
Jones Chapel, who attended 
the Polytechnic College last 
winter, is visiting friends 
here this week.
	 Doctor M.S. Ingraham 
visited Oneonta, profes-

sionally, the first of the 
week.
	 Mr. and Mrs. John 
Lieppert are the parents of 
a twelve pound girl.
	 The Honorable J.L. Bur-
nett will speak at several 
places in the count next 
week.
	 For Sale – a fine young 
saddle horse. Apply - Arthur 
Glasscock, Simcoe. Adv.
	 Miss Mabel Collins left 
Tuesday for Tuscaloosa to 
attend the Methodist Fe-
male College.
	 A series of services were 
held during the week at East 
Baptist Church by Reverend 
W.R. Ivey, of Oxford.

From The Files Of 1932
Doctor R.B. Dodson, Doctor 
E.D. McAdory, Doctor J.G. 
Daves and  Doctor J.C. Mar-
tin spent Tuesday in Hunts-
ville.
	 J.A. Dunlap, cashier of 
Leeth National Bank took 
the oath of office of Mayor 

of Cullman, last Monday 
evening.
	 J.D. Kirk died at his 
home at Simcoe, last Thurs-
day.
	 A midnight fire alarm on 
Saturday was an awning on 
the second floor of the Bu-
chmann Building.
	 Married this week were 
Miss Mae Drake and Marvin 
Barronton.
	 Miss Fronia Self and P.G. 
Moore, Junior, were mar-
ried this week.
	 Marriage licenses were 
issued on October 1st  to 
Mrs. Thelma  Callahan and 
C.E. Drake.
	 Mrs. J.H. Edwards is 
spending several weeks 
with friends in Atlanta.
	 Mrs. G.W. Johnson, 
Mrs. D. Robertson and Miss 
Theolene Robertson spent 
Wednesday in Birmingham.
	 Born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Adrian Law was a son on 
September 30. They have 
named him Gerald Adrian.

BILLY BOB'S STORIES AND STUFF
I served as a member of the Grainger Rangers

The Granger Rangers 
were not a military 
unit. We were not 

a band of lawmen, like the 
Texas Rangers. We didn’t 
even live in Texas, but Lou-
isiana. We were a group of 
poor seminary students, 
trying to work our way 
through school at New Or-
leans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. We nicknamed 
ourselves The Granger 
Rangers because we worked 
for the W.W. Grainger Com-
pany. Grainger is an in-
dustrial  supply company, 
based out of Chicago, with 
stores across the nation. We 
worked for the store in New 
Orleans. It was basically 
a warehouse with a sales 
counter. We sold everything 
from rolls of tape, to elec-
tric motors, to appliances.
	 The Rangers were not 
salesmen, but stock boys. 
Merchandize was shipped 
from Chicago, in semi-trail-
ers, riding piggyback on 
railroad.
	 The first thing we did 

was to remove a securi-
ty seal, carefully open the 
doors and jump back. Mer-
chandize often broke loose 
and  shifted during the 
bumpy trip, so we  never 
knew what might tumble 
out when we opened the 
doors. Wearing steel-toed 
boots and a hard hat was 
important.
	 When shipments came 
in, our job  was to unload the 
trailer, tag the merchandize 
and put it on the shelves. 
We used a forklift to remove 
the pallets of merchandize 
from the trailer and place it 
on the higher racks.
	 Rusty Sowell, one of our 
own, served as our team’s 
foreman.
	 Since we worked only 
when trucks came in, he was 
responsible for notifying 
team members. He served 
as our immediate boss, but 
we also had a ware-house 
floor manager named Hil-
bert.
	 Hilbert was an older 
man, whom I believe had 
been with the company for 
around 200 years. He spoke 
with the typical southern 
Louisiana accent, with a 
nasal twist. Hilbert took  

his job seriously, but quite 
honestly, we did not always 
take Hilbert seriously. He 
had a hard time remem-
bering everyone’s name. He 
constantly called one team 
member Candy, which was 
actually the team mem-
ber’s wife’s name. Hilbert 
was a “By the letter of the 
law” kind of guy. He was 
obsessed with making sure 
no merchandize protruded 
past the edge of the shelves. 
He constantly harped, 
“Now natch-ly, you want to 
stay flush with the edge.” 
He also rode us constantly 
about wearing hard hats, es-
pecially when we operated a 
forklift. Our forklifts were 
not the kind you ride, but 
ones you walk behind. Hil-
bert called them “Walky- 
Reachies.” When he caught 
us operating a forklift with-
out wearing a hard hat, he 
came running. He grabbed 
up a hard hat, slammed it 
on his head, and said, “Now, 
natch-ly, you always want 
to wear your hard hat when 
you run the walky-reachy!
	 One day, we found an 
old hard hat with no lin-
er inside. We purposely 
placed it on a forklift while 

one of us operated that 
forklift, without wearing a 
hard hat. Hilbert came run-
ning, grabbed that old hard 
hat, and slammed it down 
on his head. We heard the 
plastic as it banged down 
on the top of his head. The 
brim landed about halfway 
across his eyes. Almost as 
if he was oblivious to the 
situation, with his hard 
hat still in place, he raised 
his head enough to see us 
from underneath. You know 
what he said, “Oh, natch-
ly, you want to wear your 
hard hat when you run the 
walky-reachie.” That group 
of ever serious minded min-
isterial students cackled 
like a brood of hens.
	 Although we found Hil-
bert humorous, and some-
times annoying, his  intent  
was to protect our hard 
heads. These many years 
later, I give thanks for those 
who watch out for us, es-
pecially when we are too 
immature to watch out for 
ourselves.

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-745-0588 (office) or 
334-728-5514 (cell).

Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

News from the Pond
Good morning Tri-

bune readers and 
families. I have 

been away from this column 
for a short while because of 
health problems. It is good 
to be back and I hope you 
will continue to support 
our efforts for Holly Pond 
News in cooperation with 
the Tribune. We have cer-
tainly been loving the long 
warm fall season. However, 
the weatherman on televi-
sion said, “If you haven't 
gotten out your winter coat, 
you had better do so now 
– because you will need it 
when cold weather comes in 
next week.” Some of us with 
creaky old bones are really 
dreading the return of cold 
weather, but it makes it feel 
like the Holiday Season is  
really upon us.
	 The famous Holly Pond 
Homemakers Thanksgiving 
Bake Sale will be held this 
Saturday, November 18th. 
It will be at the Holly Pond 
Town Hall beginning at 8:00 
a.m. and continuing until 
all the wonderful goodies 

have been sold out. This is 
a major fund-raising event 
in support of the upkeep of 
the Holly Pond Cemetery. 
In addition, the drawing 
will be held for the beauti-
ful handmade quilt that has 
also been a big fund-rais-
ing project for the club this 
year. You may still purchase 
tickets at the bake sale to 
get your name in the draw-
ing.
	 The Holly Pond Home-
makers Club held their No-
vember meeting on Tues-
day this week. The featured 
speaker was Nancy Bryant 
of Cullman Caring for Kids. 
She outlined several pro-
grams that the organization 
oversees and accepted a do-
nation of canned goods and 
cash from the club.
	 Members in attendance 
were Carolyn Bryan, Mar-
ilyn Calvert, Julia Floyd, 
Nell Harbison, Judy Jones, 
Sue Morris, Janice Mur-
phree, Peggy Ray, Lee Reid, 
Linda Reid, Louise Scott, 
Maggie Smith, Eloise Ste-
vens, Christine Wise, Glad-
ys Wisener and Annette 
Yates.
	 The Holly Pond Histor-
ical Society has this year's 
calendar for sale. This is a 

beautiful calendar featur-
ing photos, many in color, of 
the Historic Homes of Holly 
Pond area. The calendars 
are $5.00 and are available 
from any Historical Society 
member or from area mer-
chants.
	 Holly Pond Civitan Club 
is very busy this time of 
the year, as well. They have 
their annual Claxton Fruit-
cake sale underway. Money 
from this sale benefits the 
Civitan International Re-
search Center with a focus 
on persons with develop-
mental disabilities.
	 In cooperation with the 
merchants of Holly Pond 
and the Town of Holly 
Pond, Civitans are sponsor-
ing Christmas Cards in the 
Park. Various merchants, 
school, church and civic 
groups, as well as individ-
uals are making Christmas 
greeting displays to be dis-
played in Governor's Park 
in Holly Pond from Decem-
ber 1st until December 31st. 
December 9th is the date 
of the annual Holly Pond 
Christmas Parade to step 
off at 4:00 p.m.
	 The parade will end at 
Governor's Park where the 
Holly Pond Chorus will per-

form a program of Christ-
mas favorites. There will be 
refreshments, music and of 
course, Santa. In addition, 
as a part of this event, the 
walking paths in the park 
will be lined with „lumi-
naries' each with the name 
of someone remembered 
or honored by a family or 
individual. Luminaries are 
being sold at various Holly 
Pond merchants with the 
proceeds to benefit the Hol-
ly Pond Civitan Scholarship 
fund.
	 Christian Sympathy 
is extended to the family 
of Mrs. Ruth Smith. She 
passed away last week at 
the age of 101 years. Ms. 
Ruth was a mainstay at the 
Holly Pond Senior Citizens 
Center every day for many 
years. She was best known 
for her sweet smile, her cute 
baseball caps, snappy dress 
and piano playing. She was 
an accomplished pianist 
and remarkably only had 
three fingers on her left 
hand. We will certainly miss 
her.
	 Happy Thanksgiving! 
Have a great week, enjoy 
your family and friends, 
stay warm and try not to eat 
too much turkey and pie.

Jimmie Dean 
Carnell
Tribune 
Contributor
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PREP FOOTBALL PLAYOFFS

Addison Bulldogs take a bite out of 
Hackleburg, advance to quarterfinals
HACKLEBURG – The sec-
ond round of the AHSAA 1A 
state playoffs was a hard-
nosed, hard-hitting contest. 
Addison dug in deep and 
came away with the 41-16 
victory over Hackleburg.
	 Like they have so many 
times this season, the Ad-
dison Bulldogs got on the 
board first thanks to an 
opening drive touchdown 
by workhorse Ben Robin-
son, who carried the ball in 
from 1 yard out on third-
and-goal. The Bulldogs con-
verted the 2-point try, tak-
ing seven minutes off the 
clock and earning an 8-0 
lead.
	 With Addison milking 
most of the first quarter 
clock, Hackleburg had to 
wait until the second to get 

on the board. Stand-out 
running back Stone Finch-
er and quarterback Kaleb 
Moore marched their team 
down the field, capping a 
15-play drive with a Moore 
touchdown from a yard out. 
He also ran in the 2-point 
conversion to make the 
score 8-8 with 8:16 left to go 
in the half.
	 Addison chewed up an-
other eight minutes on its 
next drive, with four differ-
ent Bulldogs getting carries 
on the 12-play marathon. 
The drive was capped with 
an 8-yard QB keeper from 
Zayne Guthrie. The 2-point 
try was no good, but the TD 
gave Addison a 14-8 lead.
	 Hackleburg received the 
ball first to start the sec-
ond half, but Addison held 
strong on fourth down and 
forced a turnover on downs, 
taking the ball back and go-

ing to work.
	 On the Bulldogs’ open-
ing drive of the second half, 
Hackleburg was treated to 
a heavy dose of Tyler Bor-
den, who carried the ball 
five consecutive times on 
the drive. Guthrie capped 
the drive with a 24-yard 
touchdown. The 2-point try 
failed, making the score 20-
8.
	 The Bulldogs blew the 
game wide open in the 
fourth with four scores. The 
first came on a huge pass 
play from Guthrie to Lo-
gan Wilkins for a 59-yard 
TD. Then a bad Hackleburg 
snap rolled out of the back 
of the end zone for a safety.
	 On the ensuing posses-
sion Guthrie scored on a 
1-yard sneak over the top, 
and the Bulldogs finished 
their scoring onslaught 
with a 1-yard carry from Ca-

leb Crider.
	 Hackleburg scored once 
in the second half on a 
6-yard scamper by Fincher, 

who was kept in check all 
night by the Bulldogs. 
	 Final score:  Addison 41, 
Hackleburg 16

	 The Bulldogs advance 
to the 1A quarterfinals and 
will take on South Lamar 
next Friday, Nov. 24.

Josh McBrayer
josh@cullmantribune.com

with other state agencies- 
juvenile probation, mental 
health. We’re seeing lots 
and lots of kids, younger and 
younger, with severe mental 
health issues. Parents may 
want to be able to meet 
their needs at home, but 
just can’t; say there’s other 
kids in the home who are at 
risk, or the children are at 
risk due to their (parents’) 
own issues.
	 "We’re seeing a lot of 
that. And, to be completely 
honest, tons and tons of 
drug use that’s resulting in 
kids entering foster care 
because their parents aren’t 
able to take care of them.”
	 Gentry, whose office has 
to deal face-to-face with 

many of those situations 
that send kids to foster care, 
addressed the crowd. 
	 “I have a very near and 
dear place on my heart for 
children. It gives me joy 
and happiness to see so 
many kids that are being 
loved in here today. And 
that’s really what it’s about. 
There’s so many times that 
communities lose focus 
on what’s important, and 
children are our greatest 
resource.
	 "Our children are who 
will make a difference in 
this world. And being with 
them and showing them 
love teaches them how to 
show love when they grow 
up.”

	 Chaney shared, “We’re 
fortunate to live in such a 
tremendous community 
that values children. 
Everything that we see, 
everything that we read 
says that a safe, secure, 
loving, stable home is the 
most important thing we 
can do to help our children.
	 "There are 34 children 
now in Cullman County 
that have that. You can’t 
put a price on that. And 
while we’re happy with 
that success, I know this 
director and this staff is not 
going to be happy until we 
have a place for every child 
that needs help.”
	 “We’ve got a lot of really 
good staff who work really 

hard to make sure that 
kids, if they can’t be with 
their birth family, that they 
have permanent forever 
families,” said Smith. 
“They’ve done a lot of hard 
work this year to get there.”
	 During the celebration 
Smith addressed her staff,  
“I tell you often, but I have 
worked in and with other 
counties, yet I have never 
encountered a group of 
more selfless people, people 
who are united as a team 
to achieve that sole goal of 
changing this world one kid 
at a time.
	 "I’m privileged to 
know each one of you 
professionally and 
personally. I know your 

hearts, and your dedication 
to our kids. You have my 
respect, and I thank you.”
	 To the adopting families, 
Smith said, “Thank you 
for taking a chance. Thank 
you for not being afraid 
you’ll get too attached. 
Thank you for knowing that 
attachment is exactly what 
our kids need.
	 "Thank you for holding 
us accountable as an 
agency, and most of all for 
advocating for our kids in 
only ways that foster and 
adoptive parents can. But 
most of all, thank you for 
opening your hearts and 
homes to help us make 
certain that every child is 
adoptable.”

	 Smith shared with 
the crowd the motto of 
the adoption-supportive 
Dave Thomas Foundation: 
“Unadoptable is 
Unacceptable.”
	 Both Smith and 
Buchanan encouraged 
families considering 
fostering or adoption to 
contact families already 
involved.
	 For more information, 
or to be placed in touch with 
foster/adoptive parents, 
call DHR at 256-737-5300 
and ask to speak to someone 
in the resource or licensing 
units. Information on foster 
care and adoption can also 
be found at http://dhr.
alabama.gov.

DHR (from Front)

PREP BASKETBALL

Cold Springs, Fairview unite in 
Purple Out for beloved former coach 
Former Cold Springs and St. Bernard coach Regina Willoughby is battling pancreatic cancer

BREMEN – The Cold 
Springs Eagles hosted the 
Fairview Aggies Friday for a 
night full of basketball. The 
night’s main event, howev-
er, took place in between 
the girls’ and boys’ varsity 
games. Former St. Bernard 
and Cullman coach, Regina 
Willoughby, was honored 
on the court in front of the 
hundreds who came out to 
support her. Willoughby 
was diagnosed with stage 
4 pancreatic cancer ear-
lier this year. The crowd 
was decked out in purple 
gear for pancreatic cancer 
awareness and to support 
Willoughby in her fight with 
cancer.
	 One of the event’s orga-
nizers, Stephanie Crider, 
was excited to see the night 
come together perfectly for 
someone she cares about.
	 “A lot of planning, actu-
ally a couple of weeks, went 
into tonight and every-
one in the community was 
happy to help because she 
would drop everything to 
help anybody; it’s tremen-
dously special to see it hap-
pen.” 
	 Crider was also moved 
by how much effort and 
support Fairview High 

School put into the event to 
honor Willoughby. 
	 “I’ve made personal 
phone calls to their princi-
pal; I’ve made phone calls 
to some of the coaches and 
I just really wanted to let 
them know how much we 
appreciate them helping to 
make this night special for 
her. She always goes out of 
her way to make others feel 
special. She is truly a class 
act and an amazing lady.”
	 Willoughby got a chance 
to speak to the crowd during 
the ceremony and had some 
words of gratitude as well 
as inspiration for those 
supporting her or fighting 
alongside her. 
	 “I want to thank all of 
you that have been spread-
ing the word for me. I’ve re-
ceived calls and cards from 
people all over Cullman 
County. You don’t know 
how lucky you are to live 
in a place where the people 
care so much about one an-
other, and Tim and I cannot 
thank everyone enough,” 
Willoughby said. 
	 “If you ever need us, we 
will be there for you. I can’t 
thank everyone enough for 
praying and fighting with 
me during this time. Please 
keep it up because I am win-
ning this fight. If I wasn’t, I 
wouldn’t be here to see all 

of you tonight.”

Games
The hoops action started 
with the junior varsity girls 
tipping off at 4 p.m. The 
young group of Lady Ea-
gles came away with a 37-22 
win in game one. They were 
strong on defense and got a 
good offensive performance 
from freshman Lacy Rice, 
who finished with a game-
high 11 points. 
	 The junior varsity boys’ 
teams were up next, and the 
Aggies were able to get back 
on top with an impressive 
52-28 win. The Eagles only 
trailed 27-14 at halftime and 
had a chance to stay in the 
game, but a big run for the 
Aggies early in the fourth 
quarter put the game out of 
reach for Cold Springs. 
	 The Lady Eagles and 
Lady Aggies got things 
started the varsity games 
and clashed in the tightest 
game of the night.
	 In the end it was the 
Fairview Lady Aggies that 
came out on top with a 47-
42 victory. Cold Springs got 
off to a hot start from the 
3-point line and led by dou-
ble digits at the end of the 
first quarter thanks in large 
part to junior guard Cam-
ryn Crider. 
	 Crider had 12 of her 

team’s 14 points at the end 
of the first quarter and 
finished with a game-high 
21 points. Crider’s perfor-
mance pushed her over the 
1,000-point mark in her ca-
reer at Cold Springs, but it 
wasn’t enough to hold off 
the Lady Aggies, who came 
back to take the lead at the 
half and didn’t lose it for 
the rest of the game. Senior 
forward for Fairview, Valen-

tina Klocker, played well in 
the second half, coming up 
with some big baskets and 
rebounds to help her team 
hold the lead. Klocker fin-
ished with eight points, two 
steals and a game-high nine 
rebounds. 
	 The last game of the 
night was between the var-
sity boys. The full court 
pressure that the Aggies 
put on the Eagles made it 

difficult for Cold Springs to 
keep up with Fairview’s of-
fense. The Aggies got off to 
a fast start and led 32-25 at 
the half. That was as close 
as Cold Springs got, as the 
Fairview offense explod-
ed in the second half on its 
way to a 75-43 win. Bryson 
Fletcher was the standout 
for Fairview, putting up 30 
points, seven rebounds and 
five steals for the Aggies.

Nick Griffin
Tribune Correspondent

Regina Willoughby, second from right, currently battling 
pancreatic cancer, was surrounded by friends and family 
during Friday night’s Purple Out event in her honor.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Cullman Farm-City: Stan and Suzanne 
Wood named 2018 Farm Family of the Year
CULLMAN – At its annual 
banquet Thursday evening, 
the Cullman Farm-City 
Committee named Stan 
and Suzanne Wood of Riv-
erwood Farms in Bremen 
as the 2018 Farm Family of 
the Year.  
	 The Farm-City Com-
mittee chooses a Family of 
the Year each year, rotating 
between choosing a Farm 
Family and City Family.
	 In nominating the 
Woods for the honor, the 
anonymous person wrote, 
“Talking with Stan and Su-
zanne, I feel that they know 
they have been graced by 
God with the land that they 
care for. 
	 "And God has provided 
them the opportunity to be 
shining examples of what 
it means to be stewards of 
His land.  It is an opportu-
nity they have not taken for 
granted.”
	 The Woods’ business is, 
appropriately, wood.  On a 
4,000-acre farm along the 
Mulberry River near Bre-
men, the family cultivates 
timber as part of an in-
dustry whose farms cover 
almost half the acreage of 
Cullman County, with an-
nual sales that often rival 
those of the county’s cattle 
industry.

	 They also raise corn, 
soybeans, sunflowers and 
wheat on 400 acres of their 
farm, and support popula-
tions of local wildlife, es-
pecially game animals who 
feed on crops left in the 
field throughout the year.
	 The Woods were 2014 
recipients of the Helene 
Moseley Memorial Trea-
sure Forest Award for what 
Farm-City Chairwoman 
Lynda Hankey described 
as “their commitment to 
good land stewardship and 
education, and they do this 
by investing in our commu-
nity, hosting educational 
trainings in collaboration 
with many organizations, 
including FFA’s Forest-
ry Judging team, the Boy 
Scouts of America, Soil and 
Water Conservation, Ala-
bama Cooperative Exten-
sion System, the North Ala-
bama Agriplex, the Alabama 
Natural Resource Council, 
and many more.”
	 The committee took 
time to recognize the next 
generation of farmers and 
supporters of agriculture 
with youth awards and the 
children’s poster contest.

Poster Contest winners
K-3rd grade
•	 Lyric Antone, West 
Point Elementary School
•	 Mason McDonald, Good 
Hope Elementary School

•	 Latham Shuford, Cold 
Springs Elementary School

4th-6th grade
•	 Elaina Agnello, Sacred 
Heart School
•	 Boston Gibbs, Holly 
Pond Elementary School
•	 Mattie Wix, Good Hope 
Elementary School

Fifth-grader Mattie Wix 
was the overall poster con-
test winner, and could qual-
ify to compete at the state 
level where she has already 
taken first place honors 
once, during the 2015-16 
school year.

Youth awards
Outstanding FCCLA Mem-
ber was shared by Rachel 
Haynes and Jessica Ro-
den of Cold Springs High 
School.
	 Colby Tyree of West 
Point High School was 
named Outstanding 4-H 
Member.
	 Sydni Benefield of Hol-
ly Pond High School, and 
Paige Quick of West Point 
High School shared the title 
of Outstanding FFA Mem-
ber.
	 The Farm-City Banquet 
kicked off Farm-City Week 
which runs annually from 
the Friday before Thanks-
giving through Thanksgiv-
ing Day. 
	 Its purpose, according 

to the committee’s website, 
is “to bring about a better 
understanding between 
rural and urban people by 

increasing their knowledge 
and appreciation of each 
other as partners in prog-
ress.”

For more information on 
Cullman Farm-City pro-
grams, visit www.cullman-
farmcity.org.

Stan and Suzanne Wood receive the 
Farm Family of the Year award.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

POLITICS
Qualifying dates set by Cullman GOP

State’s Oct. unemployment rate 
record low 3.6%; Cullman Co. at 3%

CULLMAN – The Cullman 
County Republican Party 
has announced qualifying 
dates for the 2018 Republi-

can primary election. Those 
interested in running for 
public office may qualify 
from Jan. 8, 2018 to Feb. 9, 
2018. 
	 Local GOP Chairman 
Waid Harbison said that if 

candidates do not qualify 
with the Republican Party 
during the specified time-
frame, they will not be able 
to run for office on the Re-
publican Party ballot during 
the 2018 election cycle. 

	 The primary election 
will be held on June 5, 2018 
with run-off elections on 
July 17, 2018, if needed. 
	 Candidates qualifying 
for local office will be re-
quired to pay a fee equal to 

two percent of the salary of 
the post for which they are 
running. If candidates or 
campaigns do not have ade-
quate funding for the qual-
ifying fee, the party may 
waive the fee if needed.

	 For more information 
on qualifying for local office 
as a Republican in the 2018 
primary, contact Harbison 
at wharbison@cullmanrec-
reation.org or at 256-708-
1650.

MONTGOMERY – Gov. 
Kay Ivey’s office Friday 
morning released the state’s 
latest unemployment num-
bers. According to the Ala-
bama Department of Labor 
(ADOL), Alabama’s prelim-
inary, seasonally adjusted 
October unemployment 
rate is 3.6 percent, down 
from September’s previ-
ous record-tying rate of 3.8 
percent, and well below Oc-
tober 2016’s rate of 6.1 per-
cent.
	 Cullman County’s rate 
is again among the lowest 
in the state, at 3 percent. 
That’s up slightly from last 
month’s rate of 2.8 percent 
and significantly lower than 
October 2016’s 5.4 percent.
	  “We had great news last 
month, when we announced 
that Alabama’s unemploy-
ment rate had tied its low-
est ever.  Today, our news 
is even bigger! Alabama’s 
unemployment rate has 
dropped even more, regis-
tering a new record low!” 
said Ivey.  “What we are do-
ing is working, and as a re-
sult, the people of Alabama 
are working.”
	 “Additionally, today’s 
numbers show that we 
currently have the fewest 
number of unemployed 
people in history, measur-
ing some 77,000; but that 
means 77,000 Alabamians, 
men and women, are still 

without work. I will persist 
in my efforts to put every 
Alabamian who wants to 
work in a good paying job 
by recruiting high-wage, 
high-skill industries to Ala-
bama.”
	 ADOL says October’s 
rate represents 77,358 un-
employed persons, the low-
est number ever recorded, 
compared to 82,562 in Sep-
tember and 133,875 in Octo-
ber 2016. 2,079,576 people 
were counted as employed, 
compared to 2,069,094 in 
September and 2,046,861 in 
October 2016.
	 “As we continue to see 
our unemployment rate 
drop, Alabama’s businesses 
continue to hire and sup-
port real jobs in our econo-
my,” said Fitzgerald Wash-
ington, Sec. of ADOL. “Our 

wage and salary employ-
ment figures are currently 
at the third highest level 
since we began keeping 
records.  There are nearly 
30,000 more jobs today than 
there were in October of 
last year. Through job fairs 
and the services provided at 
our Career Centers located 
throughout the state, we are 
helping employers find the 
employees they are looking 
for.”
	 Over the year, wage 
and salary employment in-
creased 29,400, with gains 
in the leisure and hospital-
ity sector (+7,100), the pro-
fessional and business ser-
vices sector (+6,400), and 
the manufacturing sector 
(+6,100), among others.
	 Wage and salary em-
ployment increased in 

October by 6,500.  Month-
ly gains were seen in the 
trade, transportation, and 
utilities sector (+3,300), 
the education and health 
services sector (+2,700), 
and the government sector 
(+2,200), among others. 
	 Counties with the lowest 
unemployment rates are: 
Shelby County at 2.6 per-
cent; Marshall, Madison, 
Lee and Cullman Counties 
at 3 percent; and Tuscaloo-
sa and Elmore Counties at 
3.1 percent.  Counties with 
the highest unemployment 
rates are: Wilcox County at 
8.9 percent, Clarke County 
at 6.6 percent and Lowndes 
County at 6.4 percent.
	 Major cities with the 
lowest unemployment rates 
are: Alabaster, Homewood 
and Vestavia Hills at 2.4 

percent, Hoover at 2.6 per-
cent and Madison at 2.7 
percent.  Major cities with 
the highest unemployment 

rates are: Prichard and Sel-
ma at 6.5 percent, Anniston 
at 4.9 percent and Bessemer 
at 4.8 percent.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Pepsi Cola 
Distributing Company 

205	Olive	St.	SW,		Cullman,	AL			256-734-9454 

Mon. - Thurs. 8am-5pm, Fri. 8am - 1pm
311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • CullmanDentist.com

"We treat you like family."

SINGLE VISIT
DIGITAL CROWNS
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Obituary Announcements: Nov. 13-19

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Betsy Manous of Eva Alabama passed 
away on November 13, 2017 at the age of 
54. She was born in Decatur on April 20, 

1963 to L.D. and Nancy Ricks Hardin. 
She is preceded in death by her parents 

and her son Jason Wilson. Funeral 
services will be on Saturday, November 

18, 2017 at 11 a.m. at Moss Funeral Home 
Chapel with interment in Etha Cemetery. 

Survivors are: husband Doug Manous, 
daughter Wendy Hensley, step-daughter 

Jessica Crawford, sister Sue Eckles, 
brother Larry Dale Hardin, grandchildren 

Taylor (Price) Coe, Blake Green, Susan 
Hill, Kobe Crawford, Cheyenne Crawford, 

Justin Crawford, Koda Crawford, great 
grandchildren Ava Grace Coe, Olivia 
Mae Coe and a host of other family.

Graveside service for James Robert 
Orr, age 90 of Huntsville, will be at 

1 p.m. on Sunday, November 19, 2017 
at Cullman City Cemetery. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is assisting 

with the arrangements. Mr. Orr passed 
away on, November 15, 2017 at his 

residence. He was born, May 11, 1927 
to Cornie and Edith Dickey Orr. He is 
preceded in death by his wife, Virginia 

Orr, parents, and 1 sister. Survivors 
include his son, James Robert Orr Jr., 

daughter, Demetra (Lanny) Smith, 
grandson, Ross Smith and 2 sisters.

Marlene Vivian Harden of Cullman 
passed away on November 13, 2017 at 
Woodland Village Health Care at the 
age of 79. She was born in Florida on 

December 29, 1937 to Edward D. and 
Vivian Eleanore Gerlits DeWolfe. She 

is preceded in death by her parents. 
Graveside service will be on Sunday, 
November 19, 2017 at 2 p.m. at Etha 

Cemetery with Deacon Pete Nassetta 
officiating. Survivors are: Husband 

Jonathan L. Harden, Daughters Deborah 
Harden, Cathi (Michael) Parker, Sons 

Wayne Harden, Dale Harden, Sister 
Joyce (Chuck) Laster, 7 Grandchildren 

and 17 Great Grandchildren.

Truman Ray Steele, 83, peacefully 
passed away at his home on Wednesday, 

November 15, 2017. He was born on 
October 23, 1934 in Lawrence County 
to George and Cairo Jane Steele along 

with 7 other siblings. Truman farmed for 
several years before meeting the Love 

of his life Barbara Ann Haynes. He then 
moved onto carpentry along with having 

six children, Kenneth (Ellen) Steele; 
Theresa Steele; Anita (Jimbo) Robinson; 
Donald (Kitty) Steele; Ronald Steele and 

Cindy (David) Wood. Then the family 
grew larger with 16 Grandchildren, 

19 – Great- Grandchildren & 1 – Great-
Great- Grandchild. Funeral service will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Sunday, November 
19, 2017 in the Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel. Burial will follow at Mt. Grove 

Cemetery, with Bro. Rodney Thompson 
officiating. Visitation will begin at 6 

p.m. on Saturday, November 18, 2017 
at the funeral home and end at 8 p.m.

Martha J. Everett Wilson, 80, of Arley, 

passed away on November 15, 2017, at 
Hendrix Health Care in Double Springs, 
Alabama. Martha was born on March 13, 

1937, to Grover Lee Everett and Anna 
Mae Everett in Houston, Alabama. She 
attended Addison High School before 

moving to Delray Beach, Florida. Martha 
married the love of her life, James “Jim” 
Wilson, on June 3, 1958. Martha worked 
for Bell Telephone Company while living 
in Florida, then worked as a stay-at-home 

mom raising her two children. Martha 
was a member and attended Arley First 

Baptist Church for over 40 years. Martha 
enjoyed sewing, quilting, painting, 

crocheting, playing the guitar, singing 
and growing flowers. Visitation will 

be held on Sunday, November 19, 2017 
from 12:30 p.m. until 2 p.m. at Nichols 

Funeral Home in Addison, where services 
will be held at 2 p.m. Brother Bill Tittle 
will officiate. Burial will follow in Meek 

Cemetery. Martha was preceded in death 
by her parents, Grover Lee Everett and 
Anna Mae Everett; her sisters, Dorothy 

Everett, Vesta Waid, Olivene Sellers, 
Lucille White and her brothers, John 

Everett and Grover Lee Everett, Jr. 
She is survived by her husband, James 
N. Wilson of Arley, Alabama; her son, 

Jeffrey V. Wilson and wife Cathy of 
Huntsville, Alabama; her daughter, Kathy 

Wilson Gilbreath and her fiancé Steven 
Wakefield of Double Springs, Alabama; 

her granddaughter, Rachel Gilbreath 
of Double Springs, Alabama; her two 

grandsons, Timonthy Wilson and Thomas 
Wilson of Olathe, Kansas; her grandson, 

Stephen Scott and wife Kimberly of 
Fort Polk, Louisiana; granddaughter, 

Holly Davidson of Huntsville, Alabama; 
granddaughter, Candie Morgan of 

Phoenix, Arizona; grandson, Brian Beck 
and wife Amy of Gardendale, Alabama; 

grandson, David Beck and wife Alicia 
of Birmingham, Alabama; grandson, 
Michael Beck and his fiancé Rene of 

Auburn, Alabama; granddaughter, 
MaCayla Beck of Huntsville, Alabama; 

and several nieces and nephews. 
Pallbearers will be Van White, Tim Waid, 

Timonthy Wilson, Thomas Wilson, 
Stephen Scott and Tim Gilbreath.

Clarence Wade King, age 69 of 
Hanceville, passed away November 

14, 2017. He was preceded in death by 
his parents: Howard & Joel Day King; 
siblings: James Mullis, Hilda Forbus, 
& Mildred Garton; great grandsons: 

Jaxstiin Cooper McDaniel & Hastiin 
Wade McDaniel. He is survived by 
his wife of forty eight years, Ruth 

Creel King; children: Michelle Griffin 
(Terry), Clarence Wade King II, & 
Kristy King Hicks; siblings: Sherry 

Thompson (John) & Howard T. King 
(Brenda); grandchildren: Tyler King, 

Alexandria Griffin, & Jo-Shonna King; 
great grandchildren: Chayton Bryant 

McDaniel & Kenyon Lloyd Griffin and 
his childhaven brothers and sisters. 

The family will celebrate Wade’s life 
with a memorial service at Central 

Acres Community Center on December 
10, 2017 beginning at 12 noon.

PREP BOWLING

St. Bernard, Cullman look solid in tri-match
CULLMAN – The Cullman 
Bowling Center was abuzz 
with chatter and excitement 
as St. Bernard, Cullman 
and East Limestone laced 
up their bowling shoes for 
a tri-match on the lanes 
Thursday evening.
	 East Limestone was 
the overall victor with the 
boys posting a whopping 
1,382 while the girls won in 
convincing fashion with a 
stout 989.
	 However, there were 
some impressive scores 
tallied by St. Bernard and 
Cullman that kept the 
match competitive down to 
the last pin.
	 "The girls did really 
well," said St. Bernard coach 
Tyler Ayers.
	 "I am proud of them. 
We played East Limestone 
Tuesday in Madison and we 
didn't bowl very well."

GIRLS
East Limestone
10-Pin

1)	 Abbie Mason 99
2)	 Jessica Pillow 113
3)	 Haley Beard 91
4)	 Hannah Roberts 109
5)	 Caitie Brooks 213

Baker
1)	 126
2)	 111
3)	 127

Total
989

St. Bernard
10-Pin
1)	 Bridget Gallegos 86
2)	 Aria McMillan/ Carley 
Tombo 62
3)	 Mai Thy Nguyen 84
4)	 Aiden Adcock 129
5)	 Gracie Loyd 110

Baker
1)	 110
2)	 107
3)	 112

Total
799

Cullman
10-Pin
1)	 Skylar Moore 104

2)	 Alexis Brown 98

Baker
1)	 36
2)	 33
3)	 45

Total
314

BOYS
East Limestone
10-Pin
1)	 Brandon Wade 203
2)	 Daniel Torres/Matt 
Black 135
3)	 Ethan Keeton 186
4)	 Austin Turner/Bryant 
Story 152
5)	 Brendan Ferris/
Brennan Ashmore 179

Baker
1)	 158
2)	 193
3)	 176

Total
1,382

St. Bernard
10-Pin
1)	 Blake Burman 70
2)	 Leo Hsieh 78

3)	 Luke Marti 141

Baker
1)	 50
2)	 81
3)	 51

Total
471

Cullman

10-Pin
1)	 Camden Moore 175
2)	 Michael Brown 144
3)	 Lukas Gipson 129
4)	 Spencer Smith 163

Baker
1)	 188
2)	 131
3)	 116

Total
1,048

"The boys were short-
handed and fared well with 
only three bowlers," said 
Ayers of his Saints.
	 St. Bernard and Cullman 
will both finish up the 
seasons in two weeks in 
Hartselle in a quad-match.

Josh McBrayer
josh@cullmantribune.com

JOSH MCBRAYER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 

PREP BASKETBALL

Bearcats, Lady Bearcats 
sweep Mortimer Jordan
CULLMAN – The Bearcats 
and Lady Bearcats had 
almost everyone in the 
scoring column in both 
games in their sweep of 
Mortimer Jordan at home 
Thursday night.

Cullman 70, Mortimer 
Jordan 51 (Girls)
The Lady Bearcats put up at 
least 20 points in the first 
three quarters, plus had five 
players in double-figure 
scoring, as they easily took 
care of business at home.
	 Anna Murphy and 
Hannah Hoffman each 
had big first quarters, as 
Murphy scored 10 and 
Hoffman put up eight, and 
Cullman took a 22-11 lead 
after one. The Lady Blue 
Devils cut the lead to seven 
on four straight free throws 
by MacKynzie Watson early 
in the second quarter, but 
four points by Anna Evans 
and a layup by Olivia Neal 
pushed the Lady ‘Cats’ lead 
to 28-15. Two free throws by 
Anna Boger cut the lead to 
nine at 28-19, but Cullman 
finished strong, outscoring 
Mortimer Jordan, 14-9, to 
take a 42-28 lead into the 
half.
	 The third quarter saw 
Anna Bowden put up a 
crooked number as she 
scored 11, nine of them 
from three-point range, and 
Hoffman added another one 
from long range; Cullman 
widened its lead to 66-37 en 
route to a dominant win.
	 Hoffman finished with 
15 points, five rebounds 
and three steals for the 
Lady Bearcats. Murphy 
ended up with 14 points, 
four rebounds, a steal and 

a block. Anna Katherine 
Eastman had 12 points and 
three rebounds. Bowden 
finished with 11 points and 
a steal. Evans ended up with 
10 points, six rebounds and 
a pair of steals. 
	 The Lady Bearcats 
improve to 3-1 on the 
season, and 3-0 at home. 
They will play in the Encore 
Thanksgiving Classic this 
Saturday in Hartselle. Their 
next regular season game 
will be next Monday when 
they travel to Athens.

Cullman 61, Mortimer 
Jordan 43 (Boys)
Cullman turned a close 
first quarter into a rout 
by halftime, shifting into 
cruise control the rest of 
the way en route to an easy 
home win.
	 Zane Manley scored 

Cullman's first basket of the 
game, and the Blue Devils' 
Trevor Chandler scored 
their first points of the game 
in what was a defensive 
first quarter between both 
teams. Mortimer Jordan 
held a 7-6 lead after a 
Chandler three, but Andrew 
Morton gave the Bearcats 
the lead on a pair of free 
throws, and Jayden Sullins 
added two more from the 
line after a Chandler layup. 
Two huge baskets by Dylan 
Finch, the second coming 
off a Blue Devil turnover, 
gave Cullman a 14-9 lead 
after one.
	 The second quarter was 
all Cullman as the Bearcats 
turned up the heat on 
defense, allowing just five 
Mortimer Jordan points, 
while putting up 19 of their 
own, and the first half 

had nine Cullman players 
scoring at least two points. 
Cullman took a 33-14 lead 
into the half. 
	 Manley put up 10 of 
the game-high 20 points in 
the third period to make it 
49-29 after three, and the 
Bearcats kept the double-
digit lead the rest of the way 
to snap a mini two-game 
losing streak.
	 Manley also added four 
rebounds, a pair of steals and 
a block for Cullman. Finch 
finished with 10 points and 
nine rebounds. The duo was 
two of 11 players to score for 
the Bearcats to even their 
record to 2-2. 
	 The Bearcats will travel 
to Athens next Monday, 
and will participate in the 
61st Annual Thanksgiving 
Tournament at Holly Pond 
on Wednesday.

Sammy Confer
Tribune Correspondent

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 
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• Teeth Whitening
• Porcelain Veneers
• Digital X-Ray
• Dentures
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• Root Canal Procedures
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311 6th Avenue SE • Cullman, AL 35055

256-734-7151 • cullmandentist.com 
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“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
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The Mortgage Center
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• LOCAL Lender
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Call us Today!
(256) 734-6193

NMLS#181775

husband about the positive 
motivation behind the 
prize and was happy to see 
their school take part in the 
contest. 
	 “We love our school 
and we’re thrilled with the 
win. The teachers really 
encourage a love of reading 
for the students and that 
just motivated Emma to 
participate in the contest. 
She loved it and was so 
excited to turn her entry 
in and never in our wildest 
dreams did we ever think 
she would actually win,” she 
said.
	 “Here at West 
Elementary, reading is 
really encouraged. Just the 
other day we had a read-a-
thon where all the students 

read all day long and so 
we’re very proud of our 
school.”
	 Emma’s parents found 
out about the prize last 
week and had a hard time 
keeping the secret but loved 
seeing their daughter’s 
reaction once she heard the 
news. 
	 “We were told around 
the end of last week and I 
couldn’t believe it. It was 
very, very hard to keep that 
secret for that long but she 
was super excited when 
she found out,” said Dori 
Patterson.
	 “At first, she didn’t 
realize what exactly she just 
won. As we’ve explained it 
a little more she’s starting 
to realize how big of a deal 

it is. We’re just so thankful 
and blessed for this 
opportunity; we’re going to 
have a wonderful time that 
day.
	 "AEA has really gone all 
out to make her feel special 
and reward her for the 
reading so we’re very, very 
pleased with that.”
	 This year’s competition 
resulted in more than 
250,000 books read by 
elementary school students 
all across the state.
	 Emma and her family 
will certainly be enjoying 
their time at the game 
regardless of the outcome, 
but the whole family made 
sure to shout, “War Eagle!” 
before everyone left the 
gym.

Tickets (from Front)

Ginger (from Front)
thy companion! “I am about 
1-and-a-half years old. My 
adoption fee is $90 and 
that includes the following: 
DHLPP vaccine, Bordetella 
vaccines, Rabies vaccine, 
wormer, general exam at 
the Vet, spay/neuter, micro-

chip, free 45-day health in-
surance policy issued by 24 
Pet Watch (with valid email 
only) and a free bag of food 
from Cullman Pet Depot 
(you must pay sales tax).”
	 Please consider adopt-
ing to give a rescued pet 

a chance at a happy and 
healthy life. Contact the 
Cullman County Animal 
Shelter at 256-734-5448 
or visit them at 935 Con-
vent Rd NE. Reach them by 
email at cullmancountyani-
malshelter@gmail.com.


