
A first-hand account of tumultuous times, part 2
Ms. Pearl Jackson Green’s story of growing up African American in the civil rights era in the South

Ms. Pearl Jackson 
Green wears many 
hats. No pun 

intended, but the lady has a 
hat collection that rivals any 
duchess. And she has worn 
many titles in her time. She 
was among the first black 
women from Lawrence County 
to attend college. Although 
her first inclination was to 
study science and become 
a medical researcher, she 
later changed her major. She 
earned a degree in education 
from Alabama State College 
in Montgomery and went 
on to teach in the Lawrence 

County School System for 
20 years. At “80 plus” years 
of age, she is still teaching. 
People frequently ask her 
why she continues. “It’s 
because I might be able to 
help some young person,” she 
replies.  You get the feeling 
when talking to her that she 
is teaching you things that 
you might never learn from 
websites or encyclopedias. In 
essence, Pearl Jackson Green 
is a walking, talking history 
book. 

This is her story….

The right to vote
Always impeccably dressed, 
Ms. Pearl made her way 

down the interior stairway 
of the Lawrence County 
Courthouse; the young 
college graduate was excited 
to be able to register to vote 
for the first time. 
	 Her excitement 
diminished when the 
registrar required her to 
say the articles to the U.S. 
Constitution.
	 Not many people outside 
a history class would have 
been able say them, but Ms. 
Pearl fooled the registrar, 
who would have denied her 
the right to register, had 
she not been such a whiz at 
history and memorization. 
	 As she was rattling off 
these articles with rapid- fire 

piston precision, a young 
white man ambled up to the 
desk to register. When he 
heard Ms. Pearl giving what 
must have sounded like a 
history lesson, he questioned 
the registrar as to what was 
required. The older man, 
seated with other registrars 
at a long table in the 
courthouse basement used 
an unsavory slang word, and 
pointing to her, explained 
that he was having her recite 
parts of the US Constitution 
so that she could register to 
vote. 
	 The kind stranger became 
incensed that the man would 
insult a woman in such a way. 
He began to 
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Cullman Primary 
School honored as 
‘School of Distinction’
Old-fashioned games help the school earn recognition

CULLMAN – On Monday, 
Cullman City Primary School 
(CCPS) was recognized as 
a School of Distinction by 
the Council for Leaders in 
Alabama Schools (CLAS) 
at an awards luncheon 
in Prattville.  The reason 
was profoundly simple: 
its students enjoy playing 
games.
	 CCPS Principal Tricia 
Culpepper explained, “This 
is our second year of doing 
board games, and what 
we were targeting was we 
wanted to increase our 
students’ speaking skills 
and sportsmanship skills 

in the classroom.  Our PTO 
provided us with funding, 
and I had a group of teachers 
from kindergarten and one 
from first grade, and they 
chose appropriate board 
games to play.  And then, 
once a month, we invite 
the parents to come in, and 
grandparents, and they come 
in and play the board games 
with the students.  And 
we’ve seen a big increase 
in our students’ ability to 
communicate, and to take 
turns.
	 Said Culpepper, “One of 
our teachers here is getting 
her doctorate in curriculum 
and instruction at (the 
University of ) Alabama, so 
she actually did a survey for 

us and wrote a paper about 
it, and so she presented 
that at Alabama about our 
board games.  So now, we not 
only have our kindergarten 
and first grade doing it, 
but we also have our Head 
Start, our 3- and 4-year-old 
classes playing the games as 
well.  They have more age-
appropriate games than our 
k and one games have.”
	 In an age in which 
everything seems to occur on 
a screen to which some young 
person’s face is glued, CCPS 
went (literally!) old-school, 
choosing classic tabletop 
favorites like Connect Four, 
Uno, Sorry!, Perfection and 
Trouble, along with some 
more modern selections like 

Quick Cups.  Yes, the kids are 
spending school time playing 
games, but they are also 
developing social skills.
	 Culpepper continued, 
“And the neat thing is, we 
have parents that have 
contacted us because the 
children came home at 
Christmas, and that’s what 
they wanted to play, and 
those are the games that they 
wanted for Christmas gifts 
. . . It’s a really good family 
connection piece, because 
you can get the kids to play 
it here, and they can go home 
and play it with their family.
	 “Our teachers have done 
a great job of incorporating 
this.  Teachers have a lot on 
their plates 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Loretta Gillespie
Tribune Correspondent

Kathryn Tucker Windham and Paul Davis, 
both icons in Alabama community jour-
nalism, will be inducted into the Alabama 

Newspaper Hall of Honor during ceremonies at Au-
burn University on Saturday, April 7, 2018. 
	 Kathryn Tucker Windham began her newspaper 
career at age 12, reviewing movies for her cousin 
Earl Tucker’s weekly newspaper, The Thomasville 
Times. 
	 She graduated from Huntingdon College in 1939 
and returned to The Thomasville Times as a free-
lance writer. In 1940, she was hired by The Alabama 
Journal in Montgomery as a feature writer and po-
lice reporter. She was one of the first women to cov-
er the police beat for a major daily newspaper in the 
South. 
	 In 1942, Windham moved to Birmingham where 
she served as publicity director for the Alabama War 
Bond Committee, and in 1944 she went to work for 
The Birmingham News, editing state news and avia-
tion and serving as a courthouse reporter. 
	 In 1946, she married Amasa Benjamin Wind-
ham, and the couple moved to Selma where they 
raised their three children. She also wrote freelance 
articles for Progressive Farmer magazine and many 
Alabama newspapers. From 1950 to 1966, she wrote 
a locally syndicated newspaper column “Around 
Our House.” 
	 After her husband died in 1956, she joined the 
staff of The Selma Times-Journal, where she worked 
until 1973. 
	 Along with her newspaper work, Windham 
wrote 20 books, the most familiar being “13 Ala-
bama Ghosts and Jeffrey.” It was the first in a series 
of eight books about Jeffrey, the ghost Windham 
said inhabited her Selma home. 
	 In addition to her writing, Wind-

Alabama Press Association
Contributor

CCPS received its CLAS School of Distinction banner at 
an awards luncheon in Prattville on Monday.
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mammograms and pap smears

For more information, call toll-free
1-877-252-3324

alabamapublichealth.gov/bandc
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If you are age 40 to 64, have no insurance and a low income, 

you may qualify for a FREE Mammogram and Pap smear.

With you every step of the way from 
FREE SCREENING to FREE TREATMENT

HIGH  SCHOOL
JUNIOR DAY 

The University of North Alabama is hosting 
High School Junior Day on 

March 10, 2018! 
It’s a great way to learn more about UNA’s 

campus, majors and students. FREE lunch and 
tickets to baseball and softball games.     

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 

CULLMAN – Below are the 
arrests reported for Feb. 26-
27. All persons are innocent 
until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = 
failure to appear

MONDAY, FEB. 26
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Gober, John Paul, 39
•	 DUI

Goss, Marcus Ryan, 25
•	 FTA- third-degree 
receiving stolen property

Long, Brandy Elaine, 37
•	 FTA- third-degree 
burglary

Robinson, James Brian, 41
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence- harassment

Santoyo Navarro, Victor 
Hugo, 42
•	 trafficking in 
methamphetamine

Thomas, Marissa Ann, 27
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

•	 public intoxication

Walker, Christopher 
Franklin, 44
•	 FTA- speeding

Willingham, Tyren Shane, 
21
•	 FTA- public intoxication

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Goss, Marcus R., 25
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Peace, Charles D., 35
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Steele, Timothy G., 41
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

No arrests reported.

TUESDAY, FEB. 27
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Campbell, Joshua Adam, 
34
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Hilburn, Ronnie Frank, 43
•	 negotiating a worthless 
negotiable instrument

Laney, I.V. Renia, 47
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence- harassment
•	 public intoxication

McAlpin, John Burt, 50
•	 violation of a domestic 
violence protection order

Mosburg, Lane Braxton, 18
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Peek, Latasha Annette, 28
•	 probation revoked- 
second-degree forgery (2 
counts)

Price, Joshua Dylan, 23
•	 judge’s order- second-
degree unlawful possession 
of marijuana

Sanders, Colton Lee, 28
•	 FTA- unlawful 
distribution of a controlled 
substance

Williams, Shayla 
Cheyenne, 23
•	 judge’s order- third-
degree criminal trespassing

Wynn, Gregory Paul, 42

•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- possession of 
prescription medicine

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Robinson, Antawn D., 24
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Hilburn, Ronnie F., 43
•	 second-degree forgery
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Harbison, Jamison B., 22
•	 disorderly conduct
•	 attempting to elude

Graves, Steven K., 29
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

McGaughy, Devon M., 28
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

No arrests reported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Arrest reports: Feb. 26-27

these days, and so I really 
appreciate what they’ve 
done into their weekly, their 
monthly schedule. 
	 "And they have really 
worked hard to make sure 
the children know the games.  
It took a while, especially 
for the kindergarten; they 
introduced a game a week.  
And so, I really appreciate 
what they’ve done, because 
they’re the ones that are 
actually doing the games in 
the classrooms; we always 
appreciate what they’re 
doing for us.
	 “I have a great group of 
teachers here that really 
work.  What is so wonderful 
about our school is we are 
able to target this specific 
age.
	 "The youngest learners 
that come in are 3 years old, 
so we really are experts in 
instruction from ages 3 to 
8, and our teachers work 
in every area: physically, 

mentally, emotionally.  And 
so these board games really 
can help across the board 
with our students, with 
verbal skills or cognitive 
skills, and I just am really 
happy with the fact that 
our teachers just take 
it to heart, and work to 
implement these games in 
the classroom.”
	 CCPS was one of only 24 
schools selected statewide 
for the CLAS School of 
Distinction award. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

School (from Front)

Icons (from Front)
ham was also known for 
her story telling and radio 
broadcasts. She was fre-
quently invited to the Na-
tional Storytelling Festival 
in Jonesborough, Tennes-
see and could also be heard 
on Alabama Public Radio. 
	 Windham was a very tal-
ented photographer. She be-
gan taking photographs with 
the Graflex at The Thomas-
ville Times. The first camera 
of her own was a Brownie 
she bought in 1930. 
	 Her photographs were 
included in many showcases 
including “In View of Home: 
Alabama Landscape Photo-
graphs,” organized by the 
Huntsville Museum of Art, 
and “Amazing Alabama,” an 
exhibition organized for the 
Retirement Systems of Ala-
bama. 
	 In his nomination, Ed 
Williams, professor emeri-
tus of journalism at Auburn 
University, said, “Kathryn 
Tucker Windham was a dear 
personal friend and a friend 
to all of us in Alabama jour-
nalism. She truly is one of 
Alabama’s treasures.” 
	 Like Windham, Paul 
Davis was a well-known 
figure in Alabama journal-
ism. He was born in Clan-
ton and grew up in Alberta, 
just down the road from W. 
D. Partlow Developmen-
tal Center. Davis became a 
fierce advocate for the pa-
tients at both Partlow and 
Bryce, and as a journalist, 
uncovered abuses at the 

facilities that he had wit-
nessed as a child. His work 
led to the Wyatt v. Stickney 
case, which set new national 
standards for the care of the 
mentally ill and develop-
mentally disabled, requiring 
the state to provide ade-
quate care. 
	 He began his career in 
the early 1960s at The Tus-
caloosa News as a night shift 
reporter, and eventually be-
came associate editor. His 
work was nominated twice 
for a Pulitzer Prize. 
	 His hard-nosed report-
ing garnered widespread at-
tention and led to reform of 
mental institutions nation-
wide. He defended the peo-
ple who could not defend 
themselves. 
	 He was present when 
George Wallace stood in the 
door of Foster Auditorium 
at the University of Alabama 
to prevent African-Amer-
icans from attending the 
school.
	 Later, when Wallace met 
with the US Deputy Attor-
ney General, Davis was the 
only reporter present to 
cover the meeting. 
	 Davis went on to be-
come editor of The Selma 
Times-Journal and vice 
president and general man-
ager of the Natchez (Missis-
sippi) Democrat. He and his 
wife, Gayle, purchased the 
Auburn Bulletin and The 
Tuskegee News, and he was 
a regular contributor for the 
Opelika-Auburn News. 

	 Throughout his career, 
he never gave up his fight to 
protect those with the men-
tal health issues. He served 
on the advisory board for 
the Alabama Department of 
Mental Health. 
	 In his nomination of his 
father, Alan Davis wrote, “In 
every community he called 
home, he became the driv-
ing force in local charities. 
In Auburn, he helped estab-
lish and ramp up the local 
food bank.
	 In Tuscaloosa, he helped 
establish a half-way house 
for those struggling with 
addiction. He never stopped 

giving back to those who 
needed help.” 
	 Davis was awarded the 
Alabama Press Association’s 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2006. He served as 
president of APA in 1990. 
	 The Hall of Honor 
ceremony will be held at 
Auburn’s Ralph Brown 
Draughon Library on April 
7, 2018. Registration begins 
at 10:15 a.m. and the pro-
gram will begin at 11 a.m. 
Invitations will be mailed 
to all APA members by the 
University Relations De-
partment at Auburn Univer-
sity.

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 Now Hiring For The Following Positions: 
   

  Forklift Operators, Mig Welders, Shipping/Receiving Techs, 
Production Workers, Machine Operators, Mix Operators, 
Quality Inspection/Assurance Workers, General Laborers, 
Packaging Techs, Clerical Workers, Industrial Seamstress 
and Industrial Maintenance Mechanics. 
 

Apply Today at 1495 County Road 437 
(Old Peoples Bank Building next to Hardee’s in Good Hope) 

256-287-5500 
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	 Ibuprofen is associated with increased blood pressure and hypertension 
compared to celecoxib in patients with osteoarthritis or rheumatoid arthritis 
and increased risk of cardiovascular disease, according to a study published 
in EHJ. Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), both non-
selective and selective cyclooxygenase-2 (COX-2) inhibitors, are among 
the most widely prescribed drugs worldwide, but are linked with increased 
blood pressure and adverse cardiovascular events. Indeed, 19 percent of 
the United States population use at least one NSAID on a regular basis, 
including 30 million Americans with osteoarthritis, of whom more than 
40 percent also have hypertension. NSAID labels include warnings about 
potential increases in blood pressure, but there is little data on the effects 
of individual drugs. Maintaining or achieving blood pressure control in 
patients with arthritis and concomitant hypertension (treated or untreated) 
could avoid more than 70,000 deaths from stroke and 60,000 deaths from 
coronary heart disease each year, making it important to investigate the 

effects of various NSAIDs on blood pressure.
***

	 Liraglutide injection, a prescription medication used to treat type-
2 diabetes and obesity is associated with marked slowing of stomach 
emptying and is an effective weight loss therapy. These are the findings 
of a randomized, double-blind, placebo-controlled study by Mayo Clinic 

researcher published in The Lancet Gastroenterology and Hepatology.
***

	 A new review published in Photodermatology, Photoimmunology and 
Photomedicine highlights the potential of nicotinamide (Vitamin B3) for 
preventing skin cancers, including melanoma in high-risk individuals. 
Nicotinamide can help reduce or reverse DNA damage, inflammation and 

immunosuppression caused by ultraviolet radiation.
***

Presented as a service to the community by
Hospital Discount Pharmacy.

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
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www.cullmanstockyard.com 
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Protect your family today.
Call Kim for a Free Security System quote!
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256-739-0224
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Local People, Local Company

Cullman Regional unveils new fifth floor
CULLMAN – On Tuesday 
afternoon, Cullman 
Regional officially opened 
its newly-constructed fifth 
floor, a little more than two 
years after announcing the 
project. According to CEO 
James Clements, the 39,950 
square-foot addition will 
start with 15 beds and grow 
to 30.  Clements said that 
a staff of at least 50 will 
begin duties on the floor, 
with that number expected 
to reach 100. The fifth-
floor expansion project was 
first announced in January 
2016 at Cullman Regional’s 
annual State of the Hospital 
event. Construction on the 
project began in January 
2017. 
	 Clements shared, 
“We’re opening a fifth-
floor expansion today, to 
be able to better serve the 
patients in our community.  
We’re growing to serve our 
local community. It shows 
that we’re growing.  We’ve 
grown about 22 percent 
in terms of our in-patient 
volume over the last three 
years.  That, the usage of the 
community, has meant that 
we’ve needed to grow, and 
we’re thankful for that.”
	 Cullman Regional 
Executive Director 
Marketing & Community 
Relations, Lindsey Dossey 
said, “This is a great project.  
Our staff is excited about 
it.  I mean, any time you’re 
growing and expanding, 
I think it’s positive, both 
internally and externally.  
Our staff has rallied around 
this project and really 

helped push it along, and 
worked really well with the 
contractor, so it’s been a 
great team project.”
	 Clements and Cullman 
Regional Facilities 
Committee Chairman 
Dennis Richard both 
addressed the audience at 
Tuesday’s grand opening, 
recognizing architecture 
firm TRO’s Hal Starkey, 
who designed the original 
Cullman Regional facility 
on Alabama Highway 157 
and came back to design 
the expansion, and Doster 
Construction’s Senior 
Superintendent Marty 
Stover, who brought to 
the project experience 
in vertical expansions 
atop operating healthcare 
facilities.  Richard also 

recognized interior 
designers and hospital staff 
who participated in the 
project.
	 Cullman Economic 
Development Agency 
Director Dale Greer told the 
crowd, “Cullman Regional 
went from 115 beds to 
145, a $20 million capital 
investment, and created a 
hundred new jobs.
	 "You know, and that’s 
occurring here in Alabama 
at a time when other 
hospitals are closing; 
they’re not expanding.  
They’re not doing what we 
are, and other communities 
are envious of this hospital; 
they just truly are.  Cullman 
is experiencing some 
tremendous industrial 
growth and retail growth, 

and this hospital gets a lot 
of credit for that.  I’m telling 
you: when companies look 
for locations, they want to 
know about the medical 
community and what’s 
there. 
	 "They want a good 
medical community for 
their employees, and, more 
importantly, for their 
families.”
	 After the ribbon cutting, 
visitors toured the new 
facility, met staff and got 
information about what will 
happen there.  
	 Cullman Regional 
Director of 5 East Post-
Surgical Services, Jeff 
Bailey, who will run the day-
to-day medical operations 
of the expansion, told The 
Tribune: “Our primary 

focus will be the recovery 
of post-surgical patients.  
They’ll be in our care right 
after surgery for however 
many days the doctor deems 
necessary for their care.  We 
focus on physical therapy-
-we have a lot of joint 
operations on this floor.  
We do have some medical 
patients on this floor, so 
it’s not strictly surgical.  We 
can take care of patients 
that have congestive heart 
failure or renal issues, and 
things like that.”
	 The rooms are equipped 
with typical amenities 
like televisions and family 
seating and all the nozzles, 
cables and outlets patients 
are accustomed to seeing 
on the wall at the head of 
the bed.   But they have 

their share of space-age 
hardware, too.  Near every 
bed is a networked computer 
terminal, so patient 
information can be input 
or retrieved immediately 
by medical personnel.  
The beds themselves are 
“smart,” with onboard 
scales, bed exit monitors to 
tell nurses when a patient 
has gotten up, foot controls 
for patient repositioning 
to prevent back injuries to 
staff, and a host of other 
built-in devices.  According 
to Bailey, Cullman Regional 
“spared no expense.”
	 Once the state makes 
its final inspection, 
which could be as early as 
Wednesday, the floor will 
begin receiving its first 
patients.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

On Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2018, Cullman Regional officially opened its newly-
constructed fifth floor with a ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE



4 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MARCH 1, 2018COMMUNITY MATTERS

raise his voice in protest 
and when the registrar 
became angry and stood, 
the two came to near blows 
with the registrar ending 
up bent backwards over the 
table, while the tall stranger 
pointedly expressed his 
disgust at the useless and 
totally unnecessary recital. 
	 Someone called local 
law enforcement officials, 
who were located across the 
street at the county jail. The 
young man was summarily 
escorted to that facility, but 
it was only minutes before 
his bail was posted and he 
returned to the courthouse 
to register. 
	 This time, as the young 
man approached the table, 
Ms. Pearl was counting 
marbles in a jar. She would 
now be required to guess 
how many were there before 
she could register to vote. 
“What are you doing now?” 
he asked the registrar. 
“I’m making her guess how 
many marbles are in this 
here jar,” said the county 
official. “Then she has to get 
this paper signed by three 
white men and then she can 
register,” he said.
	 The young man grabbed 
the paper, slashed his 
signature across all three 
printed lines and flung the 
paper back into the red face 
of the man who had finally 
run out of mundane things 
with which to entertain 
himself, and had to let Ms. 
Pearl register. 
	 Such ordeals were not 
uncommon throughout 
the South, but men like 
the stranger were very 
uncommon. However, it 
would be the people who 
could see through the color 
of another person’s skin to 
their character and their 
hearts, who would make a 
marked difference in Pearl 
Jackson Green’s life. 
	 Like the man on the bus 
(in part one), the young 
stranger, and many others 
like them, would live in 
her mind as ladies and 
gentlemen of great and 
good character, honest and 
unwilling to stand silently 
by and let people be bullied 
into submission by those 
who could not see beyond 
the color of a person’s skin. 
	 Today, that would have 
not only been socially 
unacceptable, but it 
would have been called 
racial profiling and been 
deplorable to most people 
of any color.  
	 There were others who 
stand out in Ms. Pearl’s 
mind. Among them was a 
young businesswoman who 
offered high-end clothing 
and millinery goods in a 
store called The Dress Shop, 
located on Main Street in 
Moulton. Ms. Pearl recalls 
that she was treated with 
dignity and respect by the 
store owner, who would 
take the time to help her 
chose perfectly tailored 
clothing and one of her 
passions – hats.
	 “This lady had a room 
full of beautiful hats,” 
recalled Ms. Pearl in a 
speech two years ago at a 
local library fundraiser. 
“She helped me pick out 
hats that would accent my 
facial features. She taught 
me a lot about how to 
carry myself, and how to 
wear clothes and hats,” she 
recalled. “I still have that 
first hat that I bought from 
her after I got my first job,” 
she said proudly, holding up 
a pretty yellow straw hat, its 
brim tastefully decorated 
with pastel flowers. “This 
is the hat.  The shop owner 
was Isabell Cammack. She 
was a true lady.”  
	 Others who gave her 
continued faith in her 
fellow citizens are too 
many to name, but there 
are people who saw in her 
something that her college 
professor recognized early 
on – an intelligence, a 
concern for her community 
and a desire to help make it 

a better place. 

Passion for teaching
She was hired as a teacher, 
one of the first black, female 
teachers in the Lawrence 
County school system. 
She credits her college 
professors with teaching her 
the correct way to conduct 
herself in an interview. She 
was hired by Clyde Horton, 
superintendent, in 1954. 
	 “You are very 
impressive,” he told her. “I’ll 
let you know my decision.” 
	 She was contacted by 
Supervisor of Black Schools 
in Lawrence County 
Schools, O’Dell Sheffield, 
who came to tell her what 
time and where to report.  
	 “The vacancy was in 
Courtland,” she recalled. 
Dressed in black leather 
heels and a freshly starched 
and ironed black and white 
dotted-Swiss shirtwaist 
dress, her trademark pearls 
around her neck, she 
showed up ready for work 
on a hot August day. She 
would be teaching the third 
grade. “I remember how the 
parents of these students 
wanted to be very involved 
because it was so important 
to them that their children 
get an education,” she said 
thoughtfully. 
	 A milestone event in her 
life occurred the next year, 
when on Sept. 3, 1955, she 
married William Jackson. 
The couple had three 
children, Andre, Stephen 
and Keith. 
	 Over the next 30 years 
she would influence 
people like Laurie Lambert 
Montgomery, who says of 
her former teacher and 
mentor, “Mrs. Jackson was 
my fourth-grade homeroom 
and English teacher,” said 
the retired LCHS educator. 
“I’m not sure I knew then 
that I would become an 
English teacher, but once I 
realized that was my calling, 
she certainly was one of the 
teachers I tried to pattern 
myself after.
	 “Back then the fourth 
grade was the first 
year of middle school,” 
Montgomery recalled. 
“Kind of a scary time in 
some ways. Mrs. Jackson 
was something of a safe 
haven. She was a wonderful 
English teacher, she made 
learning fun, and she was 
one of the most considerate 
teachers I ever had.”  
	 M o n t g o m e r y 
remembers how Mrs. 
Jackson took the time to 
bring her schoolbooks to 
her home when she was 
sick with the mumps. “My 
mother had just given birth 
to my baby brother and she 
called to see what I should 
be working on. Mrs. Jackson 
offered to bring my work to 
my home so that I wouldn’t 
get behind. She showed that 
kind of caring concern for 
all of her students.”    
	 Lawrence County 
attorney and Chief Assistant 
DA, Bob Lang remembers 
how he frequently finished 
his English assignments 
early. “She knew I loved 
to read and would pull me 
aside and give me some 
extra work that was ahead 
of the rest of the class. I saw 
this as a reward and it made 
me want to work harder. I 
have always been amazed 
that she took the extra 
time to teach me and keep 
me interested. She was the 
best!” 
	 Although it wasn’t her 
original intention to teach, 
it became her passion. 
Because she loved teaching, 
loved children and wanted 
to see them succeed, her 
job was never boring to 
her, nor to the children 
who sat in her classroom. 
This patience to help those 
who needed her, and her 
willingness to assist those 
eager to learn faster, got 
the attention of those who 
could promote her talents. 
	 Over the next 10 
years she would continue 

teaching in the LC 
School System in various 
capacities, in Courtland, 
Moulton High School 
(which at that time was all 
black) to Moulton Middle, 
and then was promoted to 
the central office as federal 
programs coordinator 
under the direction of 
Superintendent Don Parker 
for another nine years. 

Breaking barriers
In 1979, the Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA) and 
the federal government 
required the board of 
trustees of the Joe Wheeler 
Electric Co-op to provide 
representation that would 
reflect their consumers 
throughout the district, 
which included both 
Lawrence and parts of 
Morgan County. They had 
notified the manager of the 
co-op, Kenneth Sharrott, 
that he needed to find such 
a person so that the board 
would be in compliance with 
government regulations. 
	 Because of her extensive 
experience with working 
within a large budget, Ms. 
Pearl was recommended 
to fill a newly created seat 
on the all-white, all-male 
board of trustees of the Joe 
Wheeler Electric Co- Op. 
	 Things were still 
changing as far as equality 
went - for women as well 
as for blacks.  “The federal 
government had sent a man 
from Washington to talk 
to Sharrott,” she recalled. 
“The board, which was all 
white, all male, was under 
fire to hire minorities, 
but the board wanted a 
man. However, they didn’t 
consider when writing 
the criteria that they 
would have to comply if an 
applicant met those criteria, 
whose duties would include 
experience in developing 
budgets and working with 
large figures, with which I 
was very familiar,” she said.
	 She was the only 
applicant who met and 
exceeded all the criteria, 
having worked for years 
with federal programs, 
including writing many 
grants. 
	 She walked into the 
first meeting dressed 
immaculately, as usual, in 
a navy blue single-breasted 
suit with a white shirt front 
and navy heels, every hair in 
place, ready to get down to 
business. 
	 These “firsts” didn’t 
sit well with some of the 
good ole boys. One of them 
quit the board on the spot, 
making no secret of the 
reason for his departure. 
The others were cordial but 
bandied the “n” word and 
used course language in 
front of her – for a while. 
	 It was a difficult 
situation. She knew she 
was up to it, though, she 
had been in the presence 
of people who never 
disguised their feelings 
about equality, so this 
was just another situation 
where her intelligence and 
her character and the way 
in which she conducted 
herself won out over the 
temperaments of the 
others. “I always conducted 
myself appropriately in any 
situation,” she said. 
	 “They also wanted their 
membership to reflect the 
area where they served, 
so I was appointed as an 
‘at large’ member, in an 
advisory capacity, but with 
no voting rights.”  She 
was uncomfortable with 
the arrangement, but it 
got her foot in the door. 
When the time came, she 
accepted the challenge, and 
campaigned for a seat on 
the board; being an elected 
representative would give 
her equal weight with the 
other board members. She 
won by a landslide. 
	 “There were good people 
on that board, as well as 
the ones who continued to 
use foul language, but the 

good people there made it 
worthwhile. There were 
always and always will be 
pockets of people whose 
prejudices are not hidden, 
but those people were 
overshadowed by people 
with the best of hearts 
and intentions for the 
people they serve, like Neal 
Norwood, J.R. Knoff and 
many others, not only on 
the board, but in all walks of 
life.” 
	 In a 1994 area magazine, 
Joe Wheeler EMC board 
member Bunk Whitlock is 
quoted as saying that Pearl 
Jackson Green has a ready 
smile, is soft-spoken and 
is as tough as nails. “You 
don’t want to back her into 
a corner!” said Whitlock. 
	 Over the next 30 years 
she would come to hold 
all offices of the board, 
including president 
and secretary, and was 
considered a voice for all 
the people she represented. 
	 In 1982 she was offered 
a job by the Decatur City 
School System, which she 
accepted, while still keeping 
her seat on the board. 
	 While working in the 
Decatur school system, 
she served as principal 
of Somerville Road 
Elementary for four 
years before going into 
administration where 
she served as curriculum 
coordinator of city 
schools, which gave her 
the freedom to promote 
education at another level 
and allowed her to work 
under the leadership of Dr. 
Byron Nelson and Dr. Sam 
Houston. 
	 She would retire from 
this position in 1995, ready 
to take on new challenges. 
She accepted a position 
as a consultant with the 
Zana-Bloser Publishing 
Company. There she did 
in-service for language arts 
teachers all over the United 
States for the next 11 years. 

Ms. Pearl today
In 2009, after serving 30 
years on the Joe Wheeler 
Board, Ms. Pearl retired 
to enjoy her family. She 
traveled and did things she 
had wanted to do for the past 
30 years could not because 
of her commitments to her 
job and volunteer efforts.  
	 In today’s “Me, too” 
climate, it is a testimony 
to her character that Ms. 
Pearl never encountered 
harassment of a sexual 
nature. She attributes that 
to always being conscious of 
how she presented herself 
as unapproachable in that 
way. However, she was, and 
is, always approachable 
to her constituents, who 
brought their problems 
and concerns to her. “I 
would still be sitting on 
that board as long as the 
people elected me to be 
their representative, but at 
the time there were term 
limits,” she said.  
	 “It is my dream that 
we will see more young 
people getting involved, 
stepping up and taking the 
incentive to run for public 
office and to represent all 
of the people,” she said 
thoughtfully.
	 “I envision a unified 
county that includes all 
races, religions, ages and 
all citizens from all over the 
county.”  
	 Her philosophy on life 
is that one should do all the 
good they have the capacity 
to do, every day. Pray a lot- 
say something good about 
someone every day or do 
something good every day. 
	 Her current goal is to 
get every single person 
in Lawrence County to 
register and vote, no matter 
which party. She includes 
emphatically that they will 
not be forced to say the 
Articles to the Constitution 
or guess the number of 
marbles in a jar…
	 She continues to support 
equality for all people. She 

finally had a chance to walk 
across the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge a few years ago, and 
also had the opportunity to 
shake the hand of President 
Barack Obama when he 
took the walk across the 
famous bridge. “I waited 
in line all day to hear his 
speech and to shake his 
hand,” she smiled. Her son, 
Lt. Col. Keith Jackson, was 
in charge of security for 
the event. He serves in the 
Army and is stationed in 
Montgomery. Needless to 
say, Ms. Pearl had a good 
seat. 

Accolades 
During her career, Pearl 
Jackson Green was involved 
in many activities, including 
the Red Dress Luncheon, 
a gala fundraising event 
for the American Heart 
Association, through her 
sorority, Delta Sigma Theta, 
of which she served as the 
first president. 
	 In 1978-79 she was 
cited as the BPW Woman of 
Achievement in Moulton. 
	 In 1987 she was 
awarded the Certificate 
of Appreciation for 
Outstanding Contributions 
to the Programs for Parents 
and Children Together.
	 In 2000 the Lawrence 
County Chamber of 
Commerce presented 
her with its Citizen of 
the Year Award, citing 
her commitment and 
exceptional contributions 
to Lawrence County. 
	 2008 brought her a 
well-deserved Lifetime 
Educators Award for 
Exemplary service as an 
educator to the cause of 
education people of all 
colors by the NAACP, 
Lawrence County Unit 
5037.
	 In 2009 she was awarded 
a 30 Years of Service plaque 
by the members of the Joe 
Wheeler Board of Trustees, 
and another in the same 
year for 30 years of service 
on its Board of Directors. 
	 In 1993, the Committee 
of Elementary Schools of 
the Southern Association 
of Colleges and Schools 
honored Pearl Jackson 
Green with a certificate 
of appreciation for her 
outstanding service.   
	 In 2016, she was 
recognized as the first black 
person elected to serve 
on the Joe Wheeler EMC 
Board. 
	 In 2017, she was 
presented with an award 
as speaker by the Alabama 
District 7 Board of the 
Moulton Democratic 
Party, “In recognition for 
challenging women on the 
subject, ‘You Have a Right 
as a Citizen.’” 
	 She is most proud of 
her family, and of legacy 
with the Joe Wheeler 
Board, and her work with 
the Decatur City School 
System. She also enjoys 
attending Smith Chapel 
ECM in Moulton, singing 
in the choir and serving 
as church treasurer. She 
currently sits on the board 
of Christian education and 
teaches Sunday school for 
first-third grades. 
	 In 2016, a new 
scholarship fund was 
established in her name, 
created by her fellow Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority 
sisters, who christened it , 
“The Pearl Jackson Green 
‘You Make a Difference’ 
Humanitarian Award.’” This 
is what the proclamation 
stated, in part, about her: 
“Whereas Pearl Jackson 
Green has devoted her life 
and work to securing and 
advancing the ideals of 
equality, opportunity and 
diversity through education 
and civic associations in 
Lawrence and Morgan 
Counties, and because 
her principled leadership 
continues to serve as 
profound inspiration and 
motivation to educators 
and mankind throughout 

Alabama and the nation, 
and because, regardless 
of their race, creed or 
color, are the beneficiaries 
of her extraordinary 
contributions and sacrifices 
in the field of education 
and civic associations, she 
is without peer a renowned 
leader.” 
	 Ms. Pearl has sought to 
lead by example. Her former 
fourth-grade student, 
Moulton Water Department 
Superintendent, Greg 
Dutton had this to say about 
her recently: “Ms. Pearl 
made us want to learn, 
just by talking to us so that 
we could understand. She 
could talk to anyone on 
any level, from a president 
to the most uneducated 
person, and never make a 
difference. She never talked 
‘down’ to anyone,” he said 
thoughtfully. “She made me 
want to be a better person. 
She made me strive to be 
like her.”
	 Even though her life was 
put in danger on several 
occasions, she always 
fearlessly stood her ground 
and never wavered in doing 
what was right, nor did she 
let people think she was 
a pushover. She survived 
because of her wits and her 
ability to remain dignified, 
even under the worst of 
circumstances.  
	 Ms. Pearl holds no 
animosity toward anyone 
for any reason. Not even 
when crosses were burned 
on her lawn in the 60s, 
nor when shots rang out 
in the darkness, coming 
through the front door 
of her home, waking her 
and her husband, William 
Jackson, from a deep sleep. 
She remembers trying to 
shield her children from it, 
so that they would not be 
victims of the vicious cycle 
of hatred that some families 
pass from generation to 
generation. She never held 
a grudge against an entire 
race of people for what one 
or a group of people said or 
did, nor did she align herself 
those who reacted violently. 
She has always been a quiet 
but effective voice of reason 
when others shout. 
	 “Why should I hate 
a whole race of people 
because of what a few did? 
I have had so many people 
make kind gestures to me 
which I will never forget.  I 
hope no one would ever hate 
me or hold a grudge against 
me because of what some 
other person of color did 
in another time and place. 
That doesn’t make any 
sense,” she said, shaking her 
head.  
	 To say that Ms. Pearl 
has seen the world literally 
change in her lifetime is 
no small statement. She 
continues to teach at 
the Judy Jester School 
in Moulton, where she 
finds the good in people 
and experiences the joy 
of teaching every single 
day. “I want all of the kids 
I’ve taught and the ones 
I’m teaching now to be all 
that they can be,” she said 
sincerely. “And I want to 
thank those students, and 
everyone else who has 
helped to shape me the into 
person I am today,” she said 
humbly.
	 “This has been good 
for my students. They are 
constantly asking me to 
tell them more about those 
days, eager to learn more 
about that history,” she said. 
“You know, when you’ve 
lived as long as I have, you 
have a lot of stories,” she 
laughed. 

Note from the author: It 
has been an honor to tell 
this story…thank you for 
sharing, Ms. Pearl, for 
loving our community, its 
people of rainbow colors, our 
children and all the lost and 
abandoned dogs that find 
themselves in your care. You 
are a treasure, and your life 
is an example for all of us. 

Green (from Front)
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Changes coming to Stony 
Lonesome after fatal wreck
CULLMAN – The Cullman 
County Commission ap-
proved several rule changes 
for Stony Lonesome OHV 
Park Tuesday morning in 
response to a fatal wreck at 
the park on Saturday that 
claimed the life of 21-year-
old Hannah Bates. 
	 Cullman County Parks 
and Recreation Director 
Doug Davenport was at the 
meeting Tuesday to outline 
the new rules at the park, 
including: no coolers on the 
trails, required safety har-
nesses and seat belts and a 
stricter wristband policy
	 “We’d like to revise the 
first section of our rules at 
Stony Lonesome. We’ve al-
ways had it where we check 
the armbands to make sure 
they had signed the waiver, 
we’d like to implement a 
stop and go where a patron 
comes into the park and be-
fore they go on the trail we 
actually stop and check to 
make sure they have their 
armband, they have their 
seatbelts on and that there’s 
no cooler. We’re not going 
to allow any coolers in the 
woods at all on any type of 
machine,” Davenport said. 
	 “This will be the first 
step of some things that 
we’d like to come forward 
with and make recommen-
dations, so no one ever gets 
hurt again in our park if we 
can prevent that. 

	 Bates also offered his 
condolences to the Bates 
family. 
	 “I know some of Ms. 
Bates’s family is here; I ask 
y’all to continue to pray 
for them and for our staff 
as well because this is not 
like somebody coming up to 
buy a car tag one time and 
you see them once a year; 
our employees see these 
patrons sometimes every 
week or a couple times a 
month so they’re like family 
to each other.”
	 Commission Chairman 
Kenneth Walker gave his 
condolences to the Bates 
family members in atten-
dance as well and tried to 
reassure them that steps 
are being taken to make the 
park safer. 
	 “I just want to let every-
one know that our condo-
lences go out to the Bates 
family and we are doing and 
have done everything we 
can to make that a safe place 
for a family event.
	 "We hate it and I’m sor-
ry, our prayers go out to 
you and your family and if 
there’s anything we can do 
please let us know,” Walker 
said.
	 Bates’s father, Lionel 
Bates, was at the meeting 
and spoke from his seat di-
rectly to the commission-
ers.
	 It was an emotional 
plea. Lionel Bates said he 
believes alcohol consump-
tion in the park is the big-

gest problem. 
	 “There’s plenty, there’s a 
whole lot of safety issues at 
this place. I can make you a 
long list if you need some-
body to help you. If you 
want to go look yourself, 
there are a lot of safety is-
sues there and alcohol is the 
worst one.
	 "Alcohol, apparently, is 
approved there, the staff 
drinks with them, the man 
who ran off the cliff couldn’t 
even stand up, but he was 
uninjured. Who monitors 

this?” Bates said.
	 He questioned the emer-
gency response and medical 
capacities of the park.  
	 “How long did it take 
anybody to get there, rap-
id responders, what kind 
of safety equipment is in 
place? What kind of medical 
staff is in place? It happens 
frequently. How long did 
my daughter lay under this 
RZR? Hours? Could she get 
a breath?” he asked, visibly 
shaken. “Don’t let this hap-
pen to nobody else.”

	 He continued, “I’m not a 
stupid person, I understand 
a little about engineer-
ing myself and it’s terrible 
what’s been allowed to go 
on down there and I’m sorry 
for the other families that 
have lost their children, 
but if you could wear these 
shoes, you’d have a whole 
lot different understand-
ing. I know you guys are the 
ones who can put it in place 
and get it done. We need 
help.”
	 Hannah Bates’s death 

was the third at Stony Lone-
some in less than a year. 
Back on April 22, 2017, Law-
rence Richey, 34, of Smiths 
Grove, Kentucky and Erin 
Duncan, 22, of Elkins, Ar-
kansas were killed when an 
ATV crashed into a crowd of 
spectators. The families of 
those victims have filed suit 
against the Cullman County 
Commission, all three com-
missioners, Stony Lone-
some, Davenport, Midwest 
Motorsports and the driver 
of the ATV. 

Nick Griffin
Tribune Correspondent

Members of the Cullman County Commission at Tuesday's meeting, 
where Stony Lonesome OHV Park was the main topic of discussion
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AGCOR making the 
move to Good Hope
GOOD HOPE – AGCOR 
Steel is moving to Good 
Hope. The Good Hope City 
Council on Monday night 
passed a resolution allow-
ing Mayor Jerry Bartlett to 
enter an agreement with the 
company. AGCOR, which 
will build on 53 acres on In-
dustrial Drive, will be Good 
Hope’s first manufacturer. 
Bartlett said the company 
will add up to 20 new jobs 
and is expected to have an-
nual sales of $8-$10 million.  
	 AGCOR’s move is the re-
sult of a joint effort between 
the City of Good Hope, City 
of Cullman and Cullman 
County. AGCOR is spending 
$400,000 on the project, 
with the three local gov-
ernments each providing 
$133,333 in tax incentives, 
said Bartlett. 
	 AGCOR, a manufacturer 
of metal building compo-
nents, was being wooed by 
the city of Gadsden before 
this deal was put into place.
	 “They outgrew their 
place in Vinemont, but they 
wanted to stay in Cullman,” 
said Bartlett.
	 “They went to the (Cull-
man County) Commission, 
and they found them a place 
in Berlin, and there was a 
big to-do about that. They 
met with (Rep.) Corey (Har-
bison) and myself. Gadsden 
really wanted them. But 
(owner) Zac (Smith) is from 
Cullman, and he likes Cull-
man and he wanted to be in 
Cullman.
	 "I think Gadsden was 
making them some offers of 
some land. Basically, what 
we gave them, they already 
had that in hand from Gads-
den. I told Corey, we just 
can’t compete with that. Zac 

went to (Cullman Econom-
ic Development Agency 
Director) Dale Greer. The 
more we sat down and ran 
the numbers, the more it re-
ally made sense.” 
	 Bartlett said Cullman 
County Economic Devel-
opment Director Cherrie 
Haney, Cullman County 
Commission Chairman 
Kenneth Walker, Harbison, 
Cullman Mayor Woody Ja-
cobs, Smith and himself 
all came together in Good 
Hope to hammer out the de-
tails. 
	 “They bought 53 acres 
here in Good Hope, over on 
Industrial Drive, and that 
land was $400,000. So, we 
divided that by three,” said 
Bartlett.
	 “We’re only giving them 
a portion of what they pro-
duce, so this is not going 
to hurt anybody. So out of 
what they produce, and it’s 
projected $8-$10 million in 
the first year.
	 "Based on those fig-
ures, it’s going to be paid 
off, we’re giving them eight 
years, it’s going to be paid 
off probably before that. In 
the unlikelihood that they 
didn’t produce what they 
say, we give them a half cent 
off what they produce, and 
at the end of eight years, 
if they haven’t produced 
enough to pay back the 
$400,000, we’ve fulfilled 
our part.
	 "The premise is we’re 
creating a pile of money 
here, and we’re going to give 
them back a small portion 
of it over a while and then 
after that it’s all for the city 
of Good Hope, and the city 
of Cullman and Good Hope, 
because we all share in what 
they produce.”

So what does all of this 

mean for Good Hope?
“It promotes our local eco-
nomic and commercial de-
velopment, stimulates the 
local economy, increases 
employment opportunities, 
it means the expansion of 
our infrastructure and the 
expansion of the city’s tax 
base, which results in in-
creased tax revenue,” said 
Bartlett.
	 “Good Hope is supplying 
them (AGCOR) with a pump 
station through our sewer 
expansion. That’s an extra 
$250,000. We are applying 
for a Community Develop-
ment Block Grant for that. 
The cogs are already turn-
ing on that.”
	 Revenue from Good 
Hope’s new half-cent sales 
tax is being used for the 
city’s portion of the tax in-
centive.
	 “We recently passed a 
half-cent sales tax here to 
come in line with a majority 
of the other municipalities,” 
said the mayor.
	 “When we did that, 
(Councilwoman) Susan 
Eller recommended that we 
put that half-cent sales tax 
in a separate account and 
earmark it for economic 
development. We did that. 
So now, this money that we 
passed that (resolution) for 
is going toward that proj-
ect.”
	 Shared Bartlett, “Dale 
Greer and Cherrie Haney 
have both helped in this, 
along with the city and the 
county, and Corey’s been 
very helpful, along with my 
council. It’s very exciting 
for Good Hope.”
	 The City of Cullman 
and the Cullman County 
Commission will now have 
to pass resolutions so the 
arrangement with AGCOR 
will be finalized. 

Nick Griffin
Tribune Correspondent

Come by to visit with any of the friendly sales representatives at 5355 AL HWY 157 
or simply logon to BillyRayTaylorAutoSales.com to find your perfect ride today!

84 
Months 

Financing 
at 1.9% 

APR

JUST 102,106 MILES

ONLY $32,000

W over 400 Trucks in stock A 100 Cars and SUVS

Billy Ray Taylor
Auto Sales 
Has what you need!

 2014 Chevrolet Silverado
1500 LT Crew Cab 4WD STK#LT17221
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Sonny J. Cook, 86, of Yakima left 
his family February 4, 2018 at 

Astria Regional Hospital in Yakima, 
Washington. Sonny was born January 

27, 1932 to Clyde and Elsie (Couch) 
in Cullman, Alabama. Sonny served 

in the United States Army during the 
Korean War. Sonny met his future wife, 

Ruth Webster, while he was stationed 
at Camp Handford, Washington. Sonny 

and Ruth were married January 19, 1953. 
They celebrated their 65th anniversary 

January 19th 2018. Sonny’s birthday 
was January 27, 2018. He was 86. 

Sonny and Ruth Cook have one child, 
David Cook born in 1954. Sonny was a 
fruit warehouse manager, the only job 
Sonny had after his Army Honorable 

Discharge. Sonny also operated the first 
C.A. in the Yakima valley. Sonny loved 
his family and his son, David, was his 
pride and joy. He loved to go camping 

and fishing with David and Ruth. He also 
loved to go deer and elk hunting. Sonny 

was a wonderful and loving husband 
and father. Sonny will be missed by his 

family and friends. He liked to watch 
western movies and read Louis L’Amour 
westerns, also going to the casino once 

in a while. Sonny was the Super Glue 
to our family and will be missed. A very 

special “thank you” to the doctors taking 
care of Sonny, keeping Sonny going and 
your kind care of Sonny. Doctor David 

Doornick, we thank you! God bless each 
one of you. Also a special thank you to 
Sister Faye. God bless! Also thank you 

to Landmark for his care. Sonny was 
preceded by his father, Clyde Cook, his 

mother, Elsie Cook Ratliff, sisters, Syble 
Jackson and Jackie Askea and brother, 
Dale Wayne Cook, of Cullman. Sonny 

is survived by his wife, Ruth Cook; 
son, David Cook (Nona); sister-in-law, 
Anna Mae Oxford, of Yakima; brother, 

Michael Veguire (Bev) of California; 
family in California; nephews and nieces 

of Cullman and Washington State. We 
love you, Sonny! Your loving wife, son, 

David and Nona and all your family 
and friends. We miss you. Visitation 

was on Wednesday, February 14, 2018, 
at Langevin El Paraiso Funeral Home. 

Graveside service was at 11 a.m. on 
February 15th at West Hills Memorial 

Park. To share a memory of Sonny 
please visit www.lepfuneralhome.com.

William Woljevach, age 76 of Vinemont, 
passed away on Monday, February 26, 

2018 at his residence. He was born, 
April 24, 1941 in Ohio. He is preceded 

in death by his parents. Survivors 
include his, children, William (Michelle) 
Woljevach, Michael (Kathy)Woljevach, 

Michelle Woljevach, Eric Woljevach, and 
Jennifer Woljevach, 8 grandchildren, 
and 3 great grandchildren. Cullman 

Heritage is assisting the family 
with the arrangements.

Funeral service for Hannah Bates, 
age 21 of Cullman, will be at 2 p.m. on 

Thursday, Mach 1, 2018 at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home with Jerry 

Lawson officiating. Burial will be 
at Bethsadia Cemetery. Cullman 

Heritage Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Ms. Bates passed away 

on Saturday, February 24, 2018. She was 
born September 21, 1996 in Cullman, 

AL to Lionel Bates and Sonya McSwain 
Bates. She is preceded in death by 

her three grandfathers; Leslie "Gene" 
Bates, Billy Franklin McSwain, and 

Guy Carr, Aunt Joy Baker and Uncle 
Don McSwain. Survivors include her 

parents, grandmothers; Betty Bates and 
Hilda Carr, aunts and uncles; Penny 

(Earl) Aldridge, Steve (Lisa) McSwain, 
Craig Bates, Deborah (Mike) Smith, 
Don Bates, and Ron Bates, cousins; 

Christian Knight, Kyle McSwain, 
Dylon McSwain, Mandy Shelton, 

Shellie Smith, Mason Aldridge and Ean 
Aldridge, and a host of great uncles and 

aunts and hundreds of loving friends.

Funeral service for Grady Clarence 
Powe, age 81 of Cullman, will be at 
11 a.m. on Friday, March 2, 2018 at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral Home 

with Larry Brown and Alton Bailey 
officiating; burial at Pleasant Grove 

Cemetery. Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of arrangements. 
Mr. Powe passed away on Tuesday, 
February 27, 2018 at his residence. 
He was born, February 08, 1937 to 

William and Effie Powe. He was the 
owner of Powe’s Glass Service for many 

years. He also retired from the city of 
Cullman. He is preceded in death by 
his parents, brothers, Walter, Ruby, 

and Teddy Powe, sisters, Dean Johnson 
and Jeanette Quattlebaum. Survivors 

include his wife, Martha Powe, son, Greg 
Powe, daughter, Anita (Mark) West, 

grandchildren, Heather (Patrick) Davis, 
Caleb West, Rayann Powe, and Allison 
Powe, sisters, Martha "Bobo" Pellegra, 

Jackie (Ulen) Quattlebaum, and Gaynell 
Marty, and a host of nieces and nephews. 

Visitation will be from 6 p.m. until 8 
p.m. on Thursday, March 1, 2018 at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral Home.

Justin William Stapler of Hanceville 
Alabama passed away on February 25, 
2018 at the age of 34. He was born in 
Cullman on June 12, 1983 to Tommy 

and Cathy Stapler. He was the owner/
operator of Provision Lawncare 

Service. Funeral services will be on 
Friday, March 2, 2018 at 12 noon at 

Lystra Baptist Church in Baileyton 
Alabama. He will lie in state for one 

hour prior to the service. Rev. Lee 
Vaughn, Randal Entrekin and Mark 

Dailey will officiate. Interment will be 
in the adjoining cemetery. Survivors 

are, wife Leah Stapler, daughter Molly 
Morgan, sons Jacob Morgan, Nathaniel 

Gamble, parents Tommy and Cathy 
Stapler, brother Brad (Emily) Stapler, 

grandparents Sarah Rusk, Curtis 
Stapler, Eleanor Greathouse, Alvin 
and Delavina Edwards, Nieces Julie 

Stapler, Jill Stapler, Alex Holmes, 
nephew Isaac Holmes, Father in 

law Doug Edwards, mother in law 
Marcia Edwards, brother in law Brett 

(Leslie) Holmes, a host of aunts, 
uncles and other family and friends.

Kenneth Ray Hardin, 47, of the 
Brooklyn Community, passed away 

at his home. Mr. Hardin was born 
August 3, 1970 in Flint, Michigan to 
Bobby Lee and Marlin Jane (Moore) 

Hardin. Kenneth is preceded in death 
by his parents. Survivors include his 

brother, Michael Hardin (Tina); sister, 
Margaret Reynolds (Mark); and a host of 
nieces, nephews, and friends. Memorial 

services will be held 6 p.m. Saturday, 
March 3, 2018 in Holly Pond Funeral 

Home Chapel. Holly Pond Funeral 
Home is honored to serve the family.

Wilna Sue Tucker Searcy, age 79, left 
behind a beautiful sunny, blue-sky day 

on February 26, 2018 as she stepped 
into the glorious Kingdom of Heaven. 
Her battle with Pneumonia and Septic 
Shock left her body tired but her eyes 

were open and focused on what lay 
ahead. She was greeted in Heaven by 

her son, Thomas David Searcy, her 
brother, David Harold Tucker, her Mom, 

Nellie Nina Posey Tucker and her Dad, 
Homer Hearold Tucker, along with a 
host of Aunts, Uncles, Cousins, and 

in-laws. Laughter filled the Heavens 
at her reunion. Left behind to await 

a later arrival into the Kingdom were 
her husband, James Wayne Searcy, 

her children, James Richard (Diane) 
Searcy and Anne Searcy-Vaneman, 

her grandchildren, Erica Leigh Searcy 
and Donald Wayne Vaneman, her 

friends and nurses Brian Rickey Reed 
and Jennifer Nicole Fitzgerald, along 

with a host of nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. Wilna was anything but a 

“simple” housewife, although that’s how 
she saw herself. She worked to support 
her husband Jim as he worked his way 

through college and she typed up many 
an essay, report and paper. She was his 

sounding board and she grounded him by 
telling him what ideas were good and not 

so good. She budgeted and scrimped so 
the family could afford their first home 
as the three children grew. In the early 
days, she wore the same pair of shoes 

until they fell apart so the family could 
have new school and work clothes. When 

she was stricken with Lupus in the 70s, 
the family moved back to Bessemer, 

AL where they built a house beside her 
parents. Life was slow and sweet, with 

football games, bare feet and home 
canned green beans from her parents’ 

garden. A promise of a better job 
relocated the family back to Delaware 
during the 80s where she continued to 
support her husband and kids through 

hardships, homesickness and many 
a day spent shoveling show. The 90s 

saw the family move to Raleigh, North 
Carolina for the promotion of a life time. 

Life was slower and warmer with only 
the occasional ice storm and one nasty 

Hurricane named Fran that knocked 
20 trees onto their house. After digging 

out from the debris, Lupus started 
taking a toll on her joints. Her hips 

ached and doctors started talking about 
hip replacement. Still, she managed to 
go with her husband on a trip to Paris 

where she kept up with all the walking. 
Retirement found the family returning to 
Cullman in 1999. Life was again slow and 
sweet but no more canned green beans as 
her father was no longer around to grow 

a garden and her mother was slowing 
down. Wilna helped care for her Mother 
and Aunt Una Mae as best as she could 

with bad hips and aching shoulders. 
She finally relented and bought a cane. 
Not just any old cane, but a black cane 
with painted flowers. Then she bought 
a clear Lucite cane. Then a red, white 
and blue striped cane. She rolled with 

the punches and made the best of it. 
She helped with design ideas when her 

husband and son started flipping houses 
and tried to keep them under budget, but 

that didn’t always work. 2010 brought 
the devastating loss of her son and she 

found herself in a wheelchair. Then her 
mother moved in and her brother passed 

in 2013. Finally, her mother could not 
be cared for at home. Wilna visited her 

mom often until her passing in 2015. 
Life slowed down again and the family 
managed Jim’s medical problems and 
eventual heart attack in 2016. August 
2017 was when Wilna fell and broke 

her arm and hip. They celebrated their 
60 wedding anniversary at the nursing 

home where Wilna went for rehab. 
Jim went every day and sat beside his 

little bride and they worked crossword 
puzzles and sometimes napped together. 

She came home on December 15, 2017 
to enjoy Christmas, New Years and 

Football with everyone. 2018 brought 
a new year that unfortunately brought 
a new bout of pneumonia that lead to 

her new home in Heaven. Viewing will 
be on Friday, March 2, 2018 from 5 

p.m. until 6 p.m. for Family, and 6 p.m. 
until 8 p.m. for Friends at Moss Funeral 
Home in Cullman, AL. The Funeral will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 3, 

2018 at Moss Funeral Home in Cullman, 
AL with Internment following at City 
of Cullman Cemetery. The Honorable 

Brother Ed Hayes officiating.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanSense.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Obituary Announcements: Feb. 28- Mar. 3

The
Culman Tribune 

Subscribe to 
The Cullman 
Tribune today 
and have it 
delivered to 
your door!

Annual Subscriptions

• In County - $75
• Out of County - $85
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256-739-1351
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EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

Batteries for Car, Truck 
or Tractor 

    $38 Exchange    
A-1 BATTERY SUPPLY 

Cullman, Alabama 
PHONE: 256-734-9438
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CLASSIFIEDS
AUCTIONS

TWO AUCTIONS -1 Day 
at 9 a.m. Saturday March 
3rd. 714 Bennett Road, 
Jasper, AL. Auction #1 
is 9 acres with Commer-
cial Buildings, a 78 acre 
farm fenced w/barn and 
a 3 Bedroom House on 
1.5 acre lot. Auction # 2 
is Tractors, Trucks, Trail-
ers, Shop Equipment, 
Construction Equipment 
& Much More! www.sha-
nealbright.com. Shane Al-
bright Auctions. AL#1569 
Call 1-256-757-8898.

SERVICES
DISH NETWORK. 
190+ Channels. Free In-
stall. Free Hopper HD -
DVR. $49.99/month (24 
months) Add High Speed 
Internet- $14.95 (where 
available) Call Today & 
Save 25%! 1-866-815-
7913.

EARTHLINK HIGH 
Speed Internet. As Low 
As $14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months). Reliable 
High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Vid-
eos, Music and More! Call 
EarthLink Today 1-877-
739-1442.

WANT YOUR ad to be 
seen in 120 newspapers 
statewide? Place your ad 
in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (a participat-
ing ALA-SCAN member) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide!

INSURANCE
DENTAL INSURANCE. 
Call Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company for 
details. Not just a dis-
count plan, Real cover-
age for 350 procedures. 
1-844-358-9039 or http://
w w w . d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s .
com/289 Ad# 6118.

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
and Cialis Users! A cheap-
er alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special- $99 + FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. Call Now: 1-855-
382-4115.

CANADA DRUG Center: 
Safe, affordable medica-
tions. Licensed mail or-
der pharmacy. SAVE up to 
75%! Get $10.00 off your 
first prescription. Free 
shipping! Call 1-844-362-
1679.

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 
Anywhere. No tanks to 

refill. No deliveries. The 
all-new Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! Free info kit: 
1-844-264-9500.

SUFFERING FROM 
Knee, Back or Joint Pain? 
A Pain Relieving Orthot-
ic Brace Can Help! Fast/
Easy Medicare Approv-
als with Qualifying Pre-
scription. We Handle the 
Paperwork. Call Now! 
1-855-977-7510.

HELP WANTED 
DRIVERS

CLASS A CDL Drivers. 
Birmingham company. 
Immediate Openings. 
Good Pay .42 to start, add 
.01 every 3 months, up 
to .45 per mile. Benefits. 
Send resume recruiting@
churchtransportation.net 
or call Rodney at 1-866-
301-4800.

LOOKING FOR full time 
and part time flatbed 
CDL-A Drivers! Region-
al & OTR Lanes. Holiday 
& vacation pay. Quality 
home time! BC/BS Med-
ical/Dental/Prescription 
Insurance. Call 1-800-
580-2205 or go to www.
wtwenterprisesinc.com.

TRUCK DRIVERS Need-
ed! No CDL? No Problem! 
Will Train You! Start a 
New Career in Truck-
ing Today. Everyone ap-
proved if qualified. Ready 
to start earning $1,200+/
week? Call Us 1-866-918-
2838.

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

NEW AUTHORS Want-
ed! Page Publishing will 
help you self-publish 
your own book. Free au-
thor submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-888-283-4780.

FOR SALE
BATHE SAFELY and 
stay in the home you love 
with the #1 selling Walk-
in Tub in North America. 
For an in-home appoint-
ment, call: 1-855-672-
1365.

MISCELLANEOUS
DONATE YOUR car, 
truck or boat to Heritage 
for the Blind. Free 3 day 
vacation, tax deductible, 
free towing, all paper-
work taken care of. Call 
1-888-581-0752.

Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby give to all owners, secured parties and lienholders of 
the following described motor vehicles, which I have a right to sell at 
public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance with the State of 
Alabama abandoned vehicle law, Statues, Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 
32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-80. 
   2003 Nissan Xterra, Vin. #5N1ED28T03C643337. 
   1994 GMC Jimmy, Vin. #1GKDT13W5R0533333. 
   1993 Nissan Altima, Vin. #1N4BU31F6PC133457. 
   1996 Toyota Avalon, Vin. #4T1BF12B7TU110726. 
   2012 Ford F-150, Vin. #1FTFX1ET0CFB40064. 
   These vehicles will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at Mullins 
Body Shop, LLC, 11042 US Highway 31 South, Cullman, Alabama 
35055, on Tuesday, March 27, 2018, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Legal Notice 
   Pursuant to  Alabama Code 32-13-1 Earl's Body Shop Inc. will offer for 
sale at public auction the following vehicles on April 10, 2018, at 7:00 
a.m. 
   2002 CHEV SILVERADO, Vin.#2GCEK19T921389389 
   2002 CADI ESCALADE, Vin. #1GYEC63T42R113934 
   2003 CHEV TRAILBLAZER, Vin. #1GNDS13SX32277205 
   2008 HYUN TIBURON, Vin. #KMHHM66DX8U264850 
 

 Drivers: Class-A, CDL: 
Increased Pay and 

 New Trucks!! 
Dedicated Routes! 

 No CDL? No Problem! 
 Call Swift Today! 

855-292-2945 

Be a BICENTENNIAL School
An opportunity for K-12 schools to serve their 
communities while celebrating Alabama’s 
200th birthday

$2,000 grants available 
for successful proposals

Deadline to apply 
March 31, 2018

Visit Alabama200.org 
to apply and learn more

It’s Alabama’s 
200th Birthday!

#AL200   #ALABAMA200

AlabamaWorks: 
Opportunity-Innovation-Accountability-Inclusion

Now there’s a way to recruit, 
train and empower, a highly 
skilled workforce driven by 

business and industry needs. 
It’s your competitive advantage 

in Alabama.

It’s time to grow at: www.alabamaworks.com

DOCUMENT 38
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“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

Specializing in:
• Minimally Invasive Surgery
• Breast Health
• Contraception
• Gestational Diabetes Education
• 3D/4D Ultrasonography
• Infertility

• Pregnancy
• Osteoporosis Center
• Urinary Incontinence
• Routine Womens Health
• Weight Loss
• Digital Mammography

Cullman, PC-Obstetrics and Gynecology, located at
1800 AL Hwy 157, Suite 302 Cullman, Alabama 35058, 256-736-6224

Cullman native Wendy 
Shaw is happy to be 
home, breaking new 
ground, as the city’s 

first-ever certified 
nurse midwife (CNM). 

Shaw is now practicing 
at Cullman Primary 
Care Obstetrics & 

Gynecology and can 
deliver babies at 

Cullman Regional.
I grew up here in the Welti area and went to high school at Holly 
Pond. I went to school here and worked as an RN. My actual first 

job in labor and delivery was at Cullman Regional Medical Center.

Hanceville business leaders, local 
mayors discuss growth with Gudger
HANCEVILLE – Hancev-
ille-area business leaders 
sat down with Cullman City 
Council President and 2018 
Alabama Senate candidate 
Garlan Gudger and Hancev-
ille Mayor Kenneth Nail 
on Monday to talk about 
growing and promoting the 
county’s smaller communi-
ties. Joining them were Bai-
leyton Mayor Johnny Dyar 
and Holly Pond Mayor Bill 
Oliver. Gudger was invited 
by the City of Hanceville.
	 Nail explained, “We 
have this downtown meet-
ing this time of the month, 
every month.  We’ve had 
it for several years, just 
to bring local folks in and 
kick around ideas and see 
how we can better serve our 
community and how we can 
make Hanceville a better 
place.
	 “And we thought it 
would be a good thing to 
bring Garlan Gudger in.  
Cullman’s done a great job 
in promoting Cullman, and 
of course I know he’s run-
ning for senate; so we felt 
like that, with his expertise 
and the great job that Cull-
man’s done in promoting 
Cullman, that maybe he 
could get on board with us.”

The mayors and business 
leaders took the opportu-
nity to bounce ideas off 
Gudger and each other; 
with topics focusing on: 
•	 developing infrastruc-
ture to attract business and 
industry - including roads, 
utilities access and high-
speed internet access
•	 developing Hanceville’s 
downtown as a destination 
for day tourists and shop-
pers
•	 promoting and market-
ing the distinct features 
that the Hanceville area al-
ready has - including Wal-
lace State, the Shrine of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament, 
the county’s only industrial 
park located on a railroad 
line and a rapidly-reviving 
downtown 

One of the main subjects of 
conversation centered on 
a map on the mayor’s con-
ference table showing the 
three current routes from 
Interstate 65 to Hanceville 
(US Highway 31, Alabama 
Highway 91 and Beech 
Grove Road), and a pro-
posed straight-line route 
from Hanceville to the I-65 
interchange at Dodge City.
	 “The main thing that we 
wanted to see,” said Nail, 
“was how (Gudger) would 
feel about this new access 
road that we want to build 
from Hanceville to the 
Dodge City exit.  Everybody 
knows Beech Grove Road 
is just so crooked, and by 
building a new road--and 

it might even partially join 
where the old road is in cer-
tain places--but we should 
be able to cut that road 
down.  It’s almost 9 miles 
from Dodge City to Hancev-
ille (on Beech Grove Road), 
and we can cut it down to 
about 4 miles, maybe a lit-
tle bit less, if we had a new 
road.  
	 “And so we think, for 
the commerce of south 
Cullman County which--
folks going to Holly Pond 
or Baileyton, or Fairview--
it would just be a lot better 
route, you know, cut right 
down 91.  But right now, it’s 
not a real good way of get-
ting into Hanceville.  You 
know, we have thousands of 
cars that’s going to Wallace 
State, and a lot from Walk-
er County that’s coming 
through.  We think that that 
would definitely help.
	 “I think that (Gudger)’s 
on board with that, of 
course, if he gets elected.  
But we’re just trying to pro-
mote our area.”
	 Later, Gudger sat down 
with The Tribune to talk 
about his visit to Hancev-
ille.
	 “They really just wanted 
to have an ear and a voice, 
if I’m honored enough to 
be elected.  I feel like I 
have worked with council 
members and mayors in my 
elected career for the last 14 
years.  For the last 14 years, 
I’ve dealt with councilmen, 
and I have dealt with plan-
ning commissions, and I 
have dealt with mayors,” 
said Gudger.
	 “And (Hanceville) want-
ed someone to listen to 
them, and be able to be a 
voice for them, if I’m elect-

ed to go down to Montgom-
ery.  And so I was invited by 
the planning commission 
to come down, and after 
they had talked to Mayor 
Nail, he invited a few more 
mayors to be there.  And the 
meeting was really just a 
visioning process of where 
they are, what their plans 
are, what they’re wanting to 
focus on in the future, and 
am I on board for that.  And 
then also how am I going to 
work in the county, because 
I’ve had my city hat on.  And 
I think it was very evident to 
everyone in the room that 
my job for the last 14 years 
is to represent the constit-
uents in the city of Cullman 
which elected me.  
	 “But it’s very evident 
that if I’m elected to a larg-
er district, which is all of 
Cullman County and Win-
ston, Marion and Lawrence 
County; that district grows, 
and I will take care of every-
body within that whole dis-
trict, not just Cullman city.  
And I think that fear was 
relieved after talking to me 
today.  And I had a call from 
one of the mayors, saying, ‘I 
really appreciate you com-
ing down, and I feel good 
about what you were saying, 
and we’re going to be able to 
work together.’  And I think 
that’s the biggest thing that 
I can convey: is that I’m out 
there to build a consensus 
and build a group that we 
can, you know, work togeth-
er going forward if I get to 
be able to be a senator.”

What do you think will be 
the first step for Hancev-
ille?
“Not only for Hanceville, 
but for most of the commu-

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

A major topic of conversation was a proposed shortcut from Hanceville to I-65
W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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The Mortgage Center
"Home Mortgages Are Our Only Business"

• Purchases ~ Up to 100%
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nities, is realizing that they 
have a voice in Montgom-
ery, number one, if I can be 
honored enough to work 
for them.  Number two, that 
they have to work together.  
It was said in the meeting 
today from one of the plan-
ning commission members 
that it seemed like we’ve 
always circled the troops 
against the other munici-
palities in the county, and 
kind of was territorial.  And 
that’s not the way to handle 
going into the future.
	 “The reason the city 
of Cullman has worked so 
well is that we’ve been good 
partners with people that 
we have grown with: the 
hospital, the chamber, Wal-
lace State Community Col-
lege, parks and rec, and the 
city government, the county 
government.  And we want 
to continue to do that in the 

county.
	 “We need to know what 
their goals are, do an anal-
ysis of exactly where they 
are and where they want to 
go, and then from that, what 
resources we have to get 
there. 
	 "And if there’s a way 
that we’re able to expo-
nentially get them there 
faster through funding or 
through grants, or through 
just meeting with the right 
consultants, then that’s part 
of my job, if elected, to help 
them.”

	 Continued Gudger, “I 
enjoy seeing growth and 
progress, whether that’s in 
the city of Cullman that I’ve 
helped lead over the last 14 
years, or whether that’s go-
ing to be in Hanceville, or 
that’s going to be in Holly 
Pond, or Baileyton, Cold 
Springs, Fairview, Colony, 
Winston County, Marion 
County, Lawrence County; I 
want to continue to see that 
on a larger scale, and so I’m 
excited about what this step 
will do for me if I’m honored 
enough to be there.”


