
Curt’s Closet now open
CULLMAN – On Thursday, 
Ashley Wilson officially 
opened Curt’s Closet at 
1515 St. Joseph St. NW in 
Cullman, offering clothing 
and accessories for students 
of low-income families, in 
a setting more like a retail 

boutique than a traditional 
charity “clothes closet.”
	 “Opening day was 
awesome and amazing,” said 
Wilson Friday morning.  “We 
had four families and eight 
children come in yesterday, 
on the first day.  It was a 
blessing to not only them, 
but me also.”
	 Shopping is by 

appointment only.  Families 
will need to verify income 
or hardship or be referred 
by a church, minister, school 
official, DHR or another 
source that pre-verifies the 
family’s situation. 
	 Curt's Closet was 
founded by Wilson to honor 
the legacy of her son, Curtis 
James Wilson, who lost his 

life as a result of a car wreck 
in May 2017. Curt was 15 
and a student and athlete at 
Cullman High School.  
	 For more information call 
Ashley Wilson at 256-735-
4557, or visit www.facebook.
com/cw20curtscloset and 
h t t p : // s i t e s . g o o g l e . c o m /
view/curtscloset or email 
curtscloset20@gmail.com.
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Cullman’s 
Keith 
Twitty 
earns CLCP 
designation

Workforce solutions: 
confronting local 
housing shortage

CULLMAN – As Cullman 
continues to grow, finding 
its workforce and population 
places to live is becoming 
more of a challenge.  Even 
the Cullman Area Chamber 
of Commerce is embarking 
on a study, according to its 
website, “to counter the 
area's significant housing 
shortage.”  Plans are in the 
works for an apartment 
complex on the city’s north 
side, and the recent update 
of a city zoning ordinance 
has paved the way for a 
significant increase in the 
number of loft apartments 
downtown.
	 To find out more 
about the current housing 
situation, and Cullman 
real estate in general, The 
Tribune called on one of 
the area’s top realtors, Wes 
Warren of Happy Homes 
Real Estate.  

What’s it like being a 
realtor in Cullman today?
“Great!  I get to see the 
public and talk to the public 

every day, and actually get to 
meet new people, especially 
those that are moving into 
town- getting to meet new 
residents of Cullman, being 
able to show them the town.  
It’s so exciting every day, 
being almost a different day 
every day.”

How is the housing market 
in Cullman right now?
“It’s definitely a good market, 
meaning, you know, sales are 
very well--especially in the 
city of Cullman--doing very 
well. But actually the whole 
county as a whole is doing 
well, too.  The market’s really 
good.  It’s more of a seller’s 
market, just because of the 
limited inventory.”

How limited is it, and at 
what economic level?
“It’s probably all across 
the board.  (In the) city of 
Cullman there is, fairly, a 
shortage, for sure, of houses 
that are out there that are 
available for the people to 
see.  You know, we’ve got a lot 
of buyers that are even sitting 
in rentals, kind of just sitting 
on standby, 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

MONTGOMERY – Keith Twitty of Cullman, who 
works as a safety specialist with the Alabama Rural 
Electric Association (AREA), recently earned the 
Certified Loss Control Professional (CLCP) desig-
nation. It is an intensive program in electric utility 
safety and loss control. 
	 The CLCP program is conducted by the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA), 
the national service organization that represents 
more than 900 not-for-profit electric cooperatives, 
and the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of 
Business. 
	 Earning the CLCP designation means that Twit-
ty has developed the skills needed to communicate 
safety issues with staff and management of the 22 
rural electric cooperatives served by AREA.
	 He’s also learned how to use tools and tech-
niques to collect, analyze, maintain and interpret 
safety data and records. 
	 The program requires participants to complete 
a rigorous series of seminars and tests, a 30-hour 
OSHA course and a detailed final course project. 
	 According to OSHA, 4.2 million injuries occur 
annually in the workplace. One of the goals of a 
CLCP is to help ensure a safe work environment for 
utility workers and the public in general.
	 Avoiding workplace accidents avoids down time 
and can ultimately lead to lower utility rates. 
	 Twitty started at AREA in November 2013. Ear-
lier in his career, he was technical programs manag-
er and a journeyman/lead line worker with TVPPA. 
He also served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1986-
1992.
	 He is a graduate of Wallace State Community 
College and completed the TVPPA Lineman Ap-
prentice Training Course at Nashville State Techni-
cal Institute.

Allison Law
Contributor

WES WARREN/HAPPY HOMES REAL ESTATE, FACEBOOK
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Ashley Wilson on the boutique 
floor of Curt’s Closet 

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

AREA safety manager Michael 
Kelley, left, and AREA president 
and CEO Fred Braswell, right, 
congratulate Keith Twitty, center, 
on his recent Certified Loss Control 
Professional (CLCP) designation.
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Drop by 5355 AL HWY 157 Cullman, AL 35058 or Visit BillyRayTaylorAutoSales.com today!
Billy Ray Taylor Auto Sales

W over 400 Trucks in stock A 100 Cars and SUVS • 84 MONTHS FINANCING B 1.9% APR

Wes Warren
WES WARREN/HAPPY HOMES REAL ESTATE, FACEBOOK

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com
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CULLMAN – Below are the 
arrests reported for Feb. 
28-March 1. All persons 
are innocent until proven 
guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = 
failure to appear

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 28
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Aldridge, Dana Jean, 38
•	 FTA- driver’s license not 
in possession
•	 FTA- speeding
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Buxton, Kimberly Ann, 37
•	 FTA- third-degree theft 
of property (old charge 
only)

Carroll, Kevin Douglas, 45
•	 FTA- second-degree 
unlawful possession of 

marijuana

Doss, Kimberly Brooke, 40
•	 FTA- third-degree 
domestic violence 
harassment
•	 FTA- driving while 
revoked

Evans, Miranda Madonna, 
33
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Hann, Terrell Matthew, 32
•	 FTA- driving while 
revoked

Hester, Bradley Dewayne, 
36
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Marsh, Myron Clifton Jr., 
53
•	 violation of a domestic 
violence protection order

Sanders, Colton Joe, 25
•	 FTA- possession of drug 

paraphernalia
•	 FTA- unlawful 
possession of a controlled 
substance

Shirley, Jason Earl, 34
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Turner, Nevada Wayne, 46
•	 harassment

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Beasinger, Tonya M., 43
•	 unlawful distribution of 
a controlled substance

Henderson, Colton C., 24
•	 FTA- public intoxication

Widner, Crystal L., 36
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Buxton, Kimberly A., 37
•	 unlawful possession 
or receipt of a controlled 
substance

Sparks, Angela M., 35
•	 unlawful possession 
or receipt of a controlled 
substance

Hankins, Tyler M., 22
•	 FTA- second-degree 
unlawful possession of 
marijuana
•	 FTA- insurance 
violation

Hanceville Police 
Department

No arrests reported.

THURSDAY, MARCH 1
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Barrett, Shannon Troy, 45
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Cox, Westly Daniel, 29
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Gillilan, Gregory Linston, 
51
•	 third-degree promoting 

prison contraband

Hankins, Tyler Mark, 23
•	 first-degree theft of 
property (2 counts)

Johnson, Michael Lee 
Thomas, 23
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Kelso, Dustin Anthony, 27
•	 FTA- driving while 
suspended
•	 FTA- tag light required
Martin, Hannah Leah, 21
•	 chemical endangerment 
of a child

Nunnelley, Jacky Lee, 43
•	 first-degree theft of 
property

Ponder, Trevor Lindley, 26
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Taylor, Calvin Heath, 29

•	 second-degree bail 
jumping- first-degree 
criminal trespassing (2 
counts)

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Kelso, Dustin A., 27
•	 FTA- expired tag (2 
counts)
•	 FTA- driving while 
suspended
•	 FTA- insurance 
violation (2 counts)

Carroll, James D., 46
•	 FTA- public intoxication

Roach, Roy W. II, 42
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespassing

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

No arrests reported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Arrest reports: Feb. 28-March 1

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

Cullman Regional hosting RN 
Recruitment Open House March 17

CULLMAN – With 
Cullman Regional’s 
expansion projects nearing 
completion, the hospital 
is adding more career 
opportunities in nursing. 
Nurses who are interested 
should join Cullman 
Regional on Saturday, 

March 17 for an RN 
Recruitment Open House.
	 Nurses who attend 
the open house will have 
the opportunity to meet 
with directors and hiring 
managers from several 
departments including 
the Critical Care Unit, In-
Patient Services, Float 
Pool and Emergency 
Department. 

	 New hire benefits 
include tuition 
r e i m b u r s e m e n t , 
outstanding team 
environment, competitive 
pay and benefits package, 
free parking, free on-site 
fitness facility and wellness 
rewards program. 
	 The RN Recruitment 
Open House will be held 
on Saturday, March 17 

from 8 a.m. to noon in the 
Governor’s Room, located 
in Professional Office 
Building 2 on the Cullman 
Regional Campus (1912 
Alabama Highway 157, 
Cullman, AL 35058).  

For more information, 
email Cullman Regional’s 
recruiter at recruiting@
cullmanregional.com.

Mary Beth Sellers
Cullman Regional

HANCEVILLE – 
Crews from the 
Alabama Department of 
Transportation (ALDOT) on 
Friday installed stop signs 
to create a four-way stop at 
the notorious intersection 
of Alabama Highway 91 
and Edmondson Road on 
Hanceville’s east side.  The 
move is a response to three 
deaths that occurred in 
vehicle collisions at the 
intersection. Crews also 
installed rumble strips on 
the east side approach to 
Edmondson Road along 
Hwy. 91 and spent time 
directing traffic through 
the intersection to make 
sure all motorists passing 
through slowed down and 
were aware of the change.
	 Hanceville Mayor 
Kenneth Nail, who 
originally asked ALDOT 
for a traffic light at the 
intersection, said, “We 
appreciate the governor 
helping us out with this 
deal. I’m no traffic engineer, 
but I hope this saves lives.  I 

don’t know; it’s really up to 
the state of Alabama, but 
that’s all we can do, is just 
hope and pray that this will 
save a few lives.”
	 The last fatality at the 
intersection occurred 
on Jan. 4, 2018.  Burshel 

Eugene Boatrite, 74, of 
Crane Hill was killed, and 
another person injured, 
when a pick-up truck and 
18-wheeler collided at the 
intersection.
	 That same month, 
after a wave of community 

reaction, ALDOT 
announced its decision 
to install the four-way 
stop. Read more at www.
c u l l m a n t r i b u n e . c o m /
articles/2018/01/11/4-way-
s t o p - c o m i n g - n o t o r i o u s -
hanceville-intersection.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

Hospice of Cullman County seeking volunteers

CULLMAN – Cullman 
Regional’s Hospice of 
Cullman County is looking 
for volunteers to assist in a 
variety of areas. 

Opportunities include:
•	 Patient care volunteers 
– Assist caregivers with 
running errands, chores, 

shopping, meal preparation, 
visiting or provide breaks 
for caregivers. These 
volunteers share a cup of 
coffee, hold a hand, visit 
the patient and caregiver or 
provide a listening ear for 
patients and caregivers.
•	 Office volunteers – 
Answer telephones, make 
copies and assist with filing 
and large mailings
•	 B e r e a v e m e n t 

volunteers – Work with 
survivors who have recently 
experienced the loss of 
their loved one
•	 Resource volunteers 
– Provide professional 
expertise for patients and 
their families
•	 Special projects 
volunteers – Assist 
with projects including 
fundraisers, crafts, holiday 
celebrations and more

•	 Bi-lingual volunteers 
– Translate for workers 
and/or patients and their 
families, particularly 
Spanish-English 
•	 Professional hair 
stylist volunteers – Style 
hair for patients and/or 
caregivers

For more information, call 
256-739-5185. 

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

ADVERTISE WITH THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
"I am the Marketing and Sales Director for the Cullman Tribune, 
feel free to call or email me and let me showcase your business. 

We have several packages to meet your advertising budget."

Call Robin Lee at 205-810-6122
Email: robin@cullmantribune.com

New stop signs greet motorists approaching 
Edmondson Road on Alabama Highway 91.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

4-way stop now in 
place at dangerous 
Hanceville intersection
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Poet's Corner

Community
By: Randy C. Hale

I'd rather be dead than one
who thinks he is a god.
Build no statues of me.

I want no one to bow
or make a fuss

as I serve in the dust.

I want to be a useful part
of a well fed flock.

My hands resourceful
with callouses and blisters,
often helping my brothers

and my sisters.

And when my time comes
let me return to fertile soil

that I might replenish once more.
And If I am remembered

let it be when the wind blows
or the morning whispers spring.

When you hear the cooing of
doves or the redbirds sing.

BILLY BOB'S STORIES AND STUFF

The last member of the 
trio has joined the others

All three of them are 
gone now. They 
have all died with-

in the past five years. The 
three of them lived a com-
bined total of 296 years! The 
impact they had on this na-
tion, even the world, cannot 
be known or summed up. As 
you no doubt already know, 
Doctor Billy Graham died 
in his sleep on Wednesday, 
February 21st. He was 99. 
He was the last living mem-
ber of the trio that was the 
Billy Graham crusade team. 
He wished for all three to 
be buried on the grounds of 
the Billy Graham Library in 
Charlotte. Doctor Graham 
will be buried there beside 
his wife, Ruth Bell Graham. 
Like her, he will be buried 
in a plywood coffin built by 
inmates of Angola Prison. 
George Beverly Shea and 
Cliff Barrows are both bur-
ied nearby.
	 My memories of watch-
ing the Billy Graham cru-
sades on our old black and 

white television go back 
as far as I can remember. 
They began their ministry 
together almost a decade 
before I was born.
	 They were part of the 
lives of so many of us. I had 
the privilege of attending 
two of their crusades in per-
son and also heard Doctor 
Graham preach once at the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.
	 I took a group of senior 
adults from the church I 
pastored to the crusade in 
Atlanta. I did not realize it 
was youth night. When the 
Christian rock/rap band 
D.C. Talk came out singing 
“Jesus is Just Alright,” and 
one member turned a flip 
from the top of a speaker 
cabinet, one of our senior 
adults asked me, “Is this 
the Billy Graham crusade?” 
Billy Graham’s programs 
changed with the times, but 
his message never did.
	 Canadian born, George 
Beverly Shea, was the first 
of the trio to leave us, back 
in 2013. He was 104! The 
iconic rich baritone was 
known as “America’s be-
loved gospel singer.” He is 

believed to have sung live 
before more people than 
anyone else in history. He 
was a mainstay on the team 
from the beginning back in 
1947.
	 Cliff Barrows left us in 
2016. He died at the young 
age of 93. He too was part 
of the team from the begin-
ning. He served as music 
and program director for 
the crusades.
	 Some of the biggest 
names in gospel and Chris-
tian music sang in the cru-
sades and Mr. Barrows led 
the congregation in singing 
hymns. He once said, “I’ve 
had no greater joy than en-
couraging people to sing.” 
In each service, after ex-
actly forty minutes of mu-
sic, Mr. Barrows would in-
troduce Doctor Graham as 
“God’s man for this hour.” 
He also served as host of the 
weekly Hour of Decision ra-
dio program for sixty years.
	 Who knew that a North 
Carolina farm boy, the for-
mer pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Western Springs, 
Illinois, would one day be-
come “America’s Pastor?” 
As a young college student, 

he was once told, “At best, 
all you could amount to is a 
poor country preacher, out 
in the sticks somewhere.” 
He would go on from 
preaching in tents with 
sawdust floors to preach-
ing in packed stadiums in 
the major cities around the 
world. He became the spir-
itual advisor to presidents, 
as well as other world lead-
ers. His crusades were regu-
larly broadcast on network 
television during prime 
time. It is believed that 
Billy Graham preached the 
gospel in person to more 
people than any other per-
son in the history of Chris-
tianity. He preached to live 
audiences of nearly 215 mil-
lion, in 185 countries and in 
every state in the nation. 3.2 
million people responded 
to his invitations to “Accept 
Jesus Christ as their per-
sonal Savior.” Yet, Doctor 
Graham remained humble 
to the end. Thank you Doc-
tor Graham and team!

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-745-0588 (office) or 
334-728-5514 (cell).

Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

Tribune Files from Yesteryear
From The Files Of 1957

Mr. and Mrs. Alton Hinkle 
are the parents of a daugh-
ter, born on January 24th, 
at Cullman Hospital.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Levon Clay 
are the parents of a baby 
daughter.
	 Mrs. Amos Wallace is 
doing fine after returning 
from Cullman Hospital.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Hollis 
Gregory, Mrs. Mavis Stall-
ings and Mrs. Nedlean 
Weaver attended an aunt’s 
funeral in Walker County 
on Saturday.
	 Carol Stallings spent 
Friday night with Joice 
Walwraven, at West Point.
	 Mrs. W.W. Harbison, Ms. 

Herbert White and Mrs. 
Polly Waters attended a 
W.M.U. meeting on Friday 
at the First Baptist Church 
in Cullman.
	 L.P. Hulsey has returned 
home after visiting his 
daughter and husband, Mr. 
and Mrs. Auther Butler.
	 Mr. and Mrs. John Sims 
entertained with a dinner at 
their home, in Hanceville, 
on Sunday, January 20th, 
honoring Mrs. D.H. Sims on 
her 88th birthday and their 
grandson, Leon Phillips, 
on his 14th birthday. Pres-
ent were Robert Sims, Bob 
Sims, Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Tidwell and son, Oliver, Mr. 
and Mrs. B.O. Mann, Senior, 

Mr. and Mrs. B.O. Mann, Ju-
nior, Mrs. Doris Brunson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Odell Travis 
and Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Tra-
vis, all of Birmingham; Mr. 
and Mrs. Edwards Sims and 
daughters, of Garden City; 
Mrs. Kate Travis, of White 
City; Mr. and Mrs. George 
Sims and Pete, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mancil Sims and baby, Mr. 
Percy Sims, Mr. and Mrs. 
Leon Phillips, Mrs. Pearl 
Gibbs, the host and hostess 
and the honorees.
	 Miss Elizabeth Hart 
honored Mrs. John Glass-
cock (Martha Lewis) with 
a bridal shower on January 
19th at the home of her par-
ents, Mr. and Mrs. George 

Hart.
	 Assisting hostesses 
were Mrs. Ezma Black, Mrs. 
Ezma Reid and Miss Audrey 
Segers.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Sides 
and five-year-old daughter, 
Betty Ruth, were visited in 
their lovely new home on 
Ninth Avenue East, after 
having moved here from 
Dora, Alabama. Mr. Sides is 
a trucker for Cullman Ba-
nana Supply Company. This 
is a Methodist family.

Walter News
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Burn-
ham and Cindy and Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Martin, of Mari-
etta, Georgia and Mr. and 

Mrs. Clayton Ingram, Carol 
and Robert, of Mount Ol-
ive spent Sunday with Mr. 
and Mrs. B.T. Burnham and 
Clarence Nuss.
	 Mr. and Mrs. R.J. Echols, 
Mrs. Vonda Chrietzberg 
and children have moved to 
Hanceville.
	 Marlene Montgomery, 
West Point High Senior, was 
chosen Miss Cullman Coun-
ty FHA at a countywide FHA 
meeting held recently at 
Fairview. She is president of 
the county FHA and of her 
local chapter and is editor 
of the West Point student 
newspaper. Miss Montgom-
ery is the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. J.H. Montgomery, 

of Vinemont.

Hanceville Happenings
Mr. and Mrs. James Nichol-
son and son, Jimmy, former 
residents of Cullman, have 
purchased the W.M. Clay 
home and will make their 
home here.
	 Mrs. George Sims and 
Wallace were the Sunday 
guests of Mrs. Myrtle O’Bri-
an and family in Welti.
	 Mrs. E.J. Collier and 
Mrs. James McElroy, Se-
nior, spent Thursday, in 
Birmingham.
	 Bill Rollins, of Atlanta, 
Georgia was the Thursday 
night guest of Mr. and Mrs. 
Grady Bland.

News from the Pond

Good Morning Tri-
bune readers and 
families. Welcome 

to an early springtime.  We 
have had our share of “Al-
abama Weather”.  One day 
the sun is shining, the next, 
raining, and more rain.   
	 A very interesting pro-
gram and meeting was held 
on Tuesday night, February 
27 in the fellowship hall 
of First Baptist Church, in 
Holly Pond.
	 This was our annual 
“Pastor’s Appreciation” 
banquet sponsored by the 
Civitans. Mrs. Kay Stewart, 
club president, presided. 
	 The local club honors 
their local clergy each Feb-
ruary.  Civitan clubs around 
the world recognize clergy 
of all faiths for their service 
to their communities. 
	 In addition to honoring 
the local clergy, this event 
recognizes the heroism of 
four United States Army 
chaplains during World War 
II, who were aboard the U.S. 
troopship Dorchester. 
	 Civitan International 
is an organization of com-
munity service clubs with 
roughly 40,000 members 
across four continents. 

	 Each club works to help 
others and fulfill needs in 
their community with a 
special emphasis on helping 
people with developmental 
disabilities.   
	 Local pastors and their 
families/spouses who at-
tended this year included: 
Reverend and Mrs. Lynn 
Perkins, of Berlin Baptist 
Church; Reverend and Mrs. 
Cliff Cook, of Center Point 
Baptist Church; Reverend 
Scott Adams, associate pas-

tor of First Baptist Church 
in Holly Pond; Reverend 
Josh Sellers and his son, 
Parker represented Mount 
Zion Baptist Church; Rev-
erend Wayne and Brenda 
Barnette, of Bread of Life 
Worship Center; Reverend 
and Mrs. Michael Lackey, of 
Plainview Baptist Church; 
Reverend and Mrs. Ricky 
Turner, of Pleasant View 
Baptist Church;  Reverend 
and Mrs. Steve LeCroy, of 
Shady Grove Baptist Church 

and Reverend David Hoop-
er and family representing 
Union Grove Presbyterian 
Church.
	 Special guests of Rever-
end Wayne and Brenda Bar-
nette were Reverend and 
Mrs. C. J. Chandler, of Cull-
man.   
	 Other Civitan members 
participating in the pro-
gram included: Paul Brown, 
chaplain; Walt Floyd, Past 
District Governor who led 
in the pledge to the flag; the 

reading of the Civitan Creed 
was presented by Mrs. Sha-
ron Oliver, club treasurer; 
Gladys Wisener presented 
a special solo of “My Anchor 
Holds”; Bart Dye, presi-
dent-elect introduced the 
guest speaker Chris War-
nick owner of Carpenter’s 
Cabinet Food Bank, a rela-
tively new business serving 
Holly Pond.
	 Ashley Dye, Bart Dye 
and Mary Hickey oversaw 
decorating the Holly Pond 

First Baptist Fellowship 
Hall for the event.
	 It was truly beautiful 
in pink and gold decora-
tions.  The wonderful meal 
of baked chicken, green 
beans, baked potatoes and 
slaw was prepared by Janice 
Murphree, Gladys Wisener, 
Melba Palys and Sharon Ol-
iver. 
	 Special thanks are ex-
tended to all Civitan mem-
bers who assisted in this 
yearly event.

Jimmie Dean 
Carnell
Tribune 
Contributor

CONTRIBUTED
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STATE

Gov. Kay Ivey signs statewide 
ridesharing bill into law
Ridesharing law effective statewide July 1

Judson College president David E. Potts announces transition to role of chancellor

MONTGOMERY – Gov. 
Kay Ivey on Thursday 
— alongside Rep. David 
Faulkner, R-Birmingham, 
Sen. Bobby Singleton, 
D - Greensboro, Ride for Al-
abama coalition members 
and local rideshare drivers 
— signed Alabama’s ride-
share legislation into law 
during a bill signing cere-
mony at the State Capitol.
	 Alabama is the 45th 
state in the nation to wel-
come comprehensive ride-
sharing, allowing compa-
nies like Lyft and Uber to 
operate statewide. The law 
officially takes effect July 1, 
2018.
	 “Today, we are paving 
the way for ridesharing 
throughout all of Alabama, 
regardless of location or 
proximity to major metro-
politan areas,” Ivey said. 
“I am proud to have sup-
ported this bill throughout 
the legislative process and 
commend the hard work 
of Representative Faulk-
ner and Senator Singleton 
for sponsoring the bill and 
Ride for Alabama coalition 
members for their strong 
support throughout the leg-
islative process.”
	 “When I first spoke at 
the Ride for Alabama coa-
lition launch in January, I 
stated that one of my pri-
mary responsibilities in the 
Alabama House is to ensure 

that all Alabama residents 
have access to safe, reliable 
and efficient methods of 
transportation,” Faulkner 
said. “The legislation that 
I and Senator Singleton 
carried, and that Governor 
Ivey signed today, does just 
that.”
	 Previously, ridesharing 
companies were allowed to 
operate only in select, ap-
proved cities in Alabama. 
By enacting statewide leg-
islation, suburban and rural 
communities will now have 
access to the many benefits 
the rideshare industry pro-
vides, including enhanced 
driver earning opportuni-
ties.
	 “Rural parts of our state 
will now have access to 
these innovative transpor-
tation methods, and more 
Alabama residents will have 
the opportunity to earn 
additional income,” said 
Singleton. “With Governor 
Ivey giving her signature to 
this legislation, Alabama’s 
economy will move forward, 
public safety will increase, 
and Alabama residents will 
experience greater quality 
of life.”
	 “We want to thank the 
Governor for her support 
of this law. Lyft is providing 
tens of thousands of Ala-
bamians earning opportu-
nities and transportation 
options that did not exist 
a few short years ago,” said 
Scott Coriell, communi-
cations manager for Lyft. 

“We’re excited to expand 
those benefits to more indi-
viduals and families around 
the state in the coming 
months.”
	 “With this statewide 
framework for ridesharing, 
more Alabamians will bene-
fit from access to safe rides 
and flexible work opportu-

nities through Uber – and 
current customers will ben-
efit from an even more reli-
able experience,” said Uber 
General Manager, Kasra 
Moshkani.  “We thank Gov-
ernor Ivey, Representative 
Faulkner, and Senator Sin-
gleton for their leadership 
and look forward to expand-

ing throughout Alabama.”
	 Throughout the legis-
lative process, the bill was 
supported publicly by the 
Ride for Alabama coali-
tion, comprised of multiple 
Chambers of Commerce 
and third-party entities, 
such as the Alabama Hospi-
tality and Restaurant Asso-

ciation, Birmingham Urban 
League, Decatur-Morgan 
County Chamber of Com-
merce, the National Asso-
ciation of Women Law En-
forcement Executives, the 
Alabama Black Chamber 
of Commerce, and the Al-
abama Association for the 
Deaf, among others.

MARION, ALA. - After 27 
years of service, Dr. David 
E. Potts has announced his 
transition from the role 
of President to the role of 
Chancellor of Judson Col-
lege.  Before his inaugura-
tion as Judson’s twenty-sec-
ond president in 1990, Potts 
served the college as Vice 
President of Development 
and Executive Vice Presi-
dent. Potts' impact on Jud-
son College, Alabama Bap-
tist life, and the Black Belt 
region of Alabama cannot 
be overstated.  
	 Under Potts’ leadership, 
Judson has more than tri-
pled its endowment, added 
nine new academic majors, 
and completed a major ren-
ovation of its historic Jew-
ett Hall, as well as the con-
struction of the Charlotte 
G. Lowder Science Building, 
the Marion Acree Tucker 
Fine Arts Building, and the 
Charles F. Dunkin Athletic 
Complex.
	 He was instrumental in 
the preservation and resto-
ration of Judson’s Carne-
gie Library, now A. Howard 
Bean Hall, which houses 
the Alabama Women’s Hall 
of Fame. Throughout his 
tenure, the college has in-
creased the diversity of its 
faculty and student body 
and remained faithful to its 
Christian mission.
	 As Judson’s president, 
Potts has sought to actively 
collaborate with the leaders 
of other colleges and uni-
versities, believing that in-
stitutions could accomplish 
more by working together. 
He has been an active con-
tributor to the Alabama 
Association of Independent 
Colleges and Universities’ 
(AAICU) effort to maxi-
mize the Alabama Student 

Grant, an initiative which 
allows students who enroll 
at private colleges and uni-
versities to receive a sti-
pend from the state. He has 
served as a resource to oth-
er presidents through his 
involvement with both the 
Council of Christian Col-
leges and Universities and 
the Women’s College Coali-
tion.
	 In 2013, Potts was hon-
ored with the James T. Rog-
ers Distinguished Leader-
ship Award for Outstanding 
Contributions to Higher 
Education by the Southern 
Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission 
on Colleges, the regional 
body that accredits Judson 
and hundreds of other col-
leges and universities in the 
southeastern United States.
	 During his almost three 
decades as leader of one of 
the three colleges associat-
ed with the Alabama Baptist 
Convention, David Potts 
has become a well-known 
face and voice in Baptist 
life.  He has sought to keep 
the college faithful to its 
Baptist roots, while main-
taining its relevance for a 
new generation of young 
women. During his tenure, 
his ability to apply distinc-
tively Christian values to 
the practice of higher ed-
ucation has earned him 
respect among the laity 
and leadership of Alabama 
Baptist churches, as well as 
the devotion of the faculty, 
staff, students, and alumnae 
of Judson College.  
	 “College students are 
wanting to see a difference 
and make a difference,” 
Potts told messengers to the 
Alabama Baptist Conven-
tion in 2007. “They long for 
honest, authentic Christian 
leadership. By connecting 
with God, connecting with 
His purpose, and connect-

ing with people, you and I 
are able to fulfill every as-
pect of great Christian min-
istry and thereby provide 
authenticity of living in 
Christ that is compelling to 
younger generations.”
	 Potts found a model of 
authentic faith and bold ac-
tion in Ann Judson, the first 
American female foreign 
missionary and the woman 
for whom Judson College 
is named. Judson spent 
her life serving the people 
of Burma, now Myanmar, 
sharing the Gospel as she 
educated women and girls, 
trained indigenous church 
leaders, and translated the 
Bible into the native lan-
guages of those she served 
courageously and sacrifi-
cially.
	 Early in his presidency, 
Potts felt a personal call to 
inspire Judson students 
to follow Christ boldly by 
helping them connect to 
Ann Judson's legacy of 
authentic faith lived out 
through selfless service.
	 As part of this endeav-
or, Potts established a 
strategic partnership with 
Kachin Theological College 
and Seminary (KTCS), an 
indigenous Baptist insti-
tution in northern Myan-
mar, in 2000.  Over the past 
eighteen years, ten young 
Kachin women have been 
given the opportunity to 
study music, theology, and 
English at Judson at no 
cost.  These young women 
then return to their home 
country to serve as mem-
bers of the KTCS faculty 
and staff.  The presence of 
Kachin students, who claim 
Ann Judson as their “spir-
itual mother”, on campus 
has helped American stu-
dents at Judson better un-
derstand the magnitude of 
the legacy of their college’s 
namesake.

	 Perhaps the most im-
portant part of the pres-
idential legacy that Potts 
leaves at Judson is the inte-
gration of service grounded 
in Christian faith into all 
aspects of the campus cul-
ture.  While Judson has a 
long history of missions in-
volvement overseas, it was 
during Potts’ tenure that 
the college began to place a 
strong emphasis on seeking 
opportunities to minister 
to its neighbors in the Ala-
bama Black Belt.
	 Fourteen of Alabama's 
67 counties - all of them in 
the Black Belt - have a pov-
erty rate higher than 25 
percent. Perry County is 
among the poorest counties 
in Alabama, with 35% of its 
residents living below the 
poverty line.
	 David Potts has seen 
these facts as an opportu-
nity to follow Christ’s call 
to minister to “the least of 
these” (Matthew 25). Work-
ing with community mem-
bers and leaders around the 
state, Potts was a founding 
board member of Sowing 
Seeds of Hope, a faith-based 
non-profit organization 
seeking to address the root 
causes of poverty in Ala-
bama. As a member of Sow-
ing Seeds of Hope’s Board 
of Directors and Health 
Care Task Force, Potts has 
helped bring a dialysis cen-
ter to Marion, promoted 
programs that helped chil-
dren gain health insurance 
coverage, and worked tire-
lessly toward re-opening a 
hospital in Perry County. 
	 He is a former president 
of Alabama Possible, for-
merly the Alabama Pover-
ty Project, an organization 
co-founded by his father, 
former Alabama Baptist 
Convention executive sec-
retary A. Earl Potts, which 
seeks to raise awareness of 

poverty issues statewide.
	 David Potts’ person-
al commitment to service 
in the name of Christ has 
overflowed into his presi-
dential leadership.  In his 
tenure, Judson adopted a 
new slogan, “Knowledge 
and Faith for a Purposeful 
Life”, re-emphasizing an 
institutional commitment 
to help students discover 
how the Judson experience 
was preparation to answer 
their Alma Mater’s call to 
“live for service” and “send 
forth blessed light”, rather 
than to seek only individual 
success. New academic pro-
grams in Nursing and Social 
Work were added under his 
leadership, strengthening 
the college’s ability to de-
velop students’ minds and 
hearts to minister to a hurt-
ing world.  
	 In 2005, Potts’ commit-
ment to promoting institu-
tional service was further 
demonstrated through the 
establishment of the Office 
of Faith-Based Service and 
Learning, which provides 
Judson students, faculty, 
and staff with a formal ave-
nue for community service 
and civic engagement.
	 Over the past thirteen 
years, the program has 
gained national recogni-
tion and has served as a 
model for the establish-
ment of similar initiatives 
on other campuses.  Jud-
son is the only private col-
lege in Alabama to hold the 
distinguished Community 
Engagement Classification 
from the Carnegie Founda-
tion for the Advancement of 
Teaching.  
	 Service has become such 
an integral part of Judson’s 
culture over Potts’ tenure 
that alumnae honored his 
twenty-fifth year as pres-
ident by establishing the 
David and Beth Potts Award 

for Outstanding Involve-
ment in Community Ser-
vice, which is now awarded 
to a graduating senior each 
year.
	 For each of the past elev-
en years, more than 80% of 
Judson students have vol-
untarily participated in 
community service. Potts 
has served alongside them, 
often engaging in manual 
labor as he listened to stu-
dents’ stories and told them 
about ways they could use 
their gifts in the Alabama 
Black Belt. For him, being 
the president of a Chris-
tian college has always been 
about more than encourag-
ing Chapel attendance or 
helping students develop 
personal piety. “We mustn’t 
contain our Light and Truth 
on our campus, but must 
express it in the lives of 
people around us,” Potts 
wrote in 2005.  “We must 
use our resources to make 
a difference for the cause of 
Christ.”
	 The Board of Trust-
ees has appointed a search 
committee charged with 
selecting the institution’s 
next president.  Dr. Scott 
Bullard, who has served as 
Senior Vice President and 
Dean of the College since 
2015, will serve as Inter-
im President as the search 
committee completes its 
task. After a health-related 
leave of absence, Dr. Potts 
will transition to the role of 
Chancellor, which will allow 
him to devote his time ex-
clusively to advocating for 
the people of the Alabama 
Black Belt, fundraising, and 
promoting “Christian high-
er education especially for 
young women.”
	 For more information 
about the transition, con-
tact the Judson College 
President’s Office at (334) 
683-5102.

Office of Gov. Kay Ivey
Contributor

Mary Amelia Taylor 
Contributor

Gov. Kay Ivey waves from the seat of an Uber/Lyft car, before riding to 
ceremonially sign HB190 at the state Capitol in Montgomery, Thursday, March 
1, 2018. HB 190 was sponsored by Rep. David Faulkner, R-Birmingham and 
Sen. Bobby Singleton, D-Greensboro, and creates statewide regulations for 
transportation network companies, also known as ridesharing companies. 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE, JAMIE MARTIN



5THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MARCH 3, 2018 COMMUNITY MATTERS

‘Butterflies of Alabama’ 
program Tuesday at Agriplex
The North Alabama 

Agriplex continues 
its Gosse Nature 

Lecture Series on Tuesday, 
March 6 with “Butterflies 
of Alabama.” The butterfly 
program is free to attend 
and will be presented by 
author Paulette H. Ogard 
at 6 p.m. Ogard will pres-
ent a photographic pro-
gram about the intimate 
lives of Alabama butterflies 
and how gardens and land-
scapes can attract and sus-
tain them. 
	 Ogard is the co-author 
of “Butterflies of Alabama: 
Glimpses into their Lives” 
and one of the founders of 
the online Alabama But-
terfly Atlas (www.alabama.
butterflyatlas.usf.edu).
	 Cullman County is filled 
with butterflies. Accord-
ing to the online Alabama 
Butterfly Atlas, the elegant 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 
calls it home, and Monarchs 
travel through the state 
during their yearly migra-
tion to and from Mexico.
	 The North Alabama 
Agriplex’s Gosse Nature 
Lecture Series about Ala-
bama history, biodiversity 
and local authors.  Gosse 
was an Englishman who 
came to Alabama in 1838 
and captured the wonders 
of Alabama flora and fau-
na in his paintings. In 1859 
he published “Letters from 
Alabama,” chronicling Ala-
bama nature.  The Univer-
sity of Alabama press has 
published a series of nature 
guides specific to Alabama 

plants and animals.  The au-
thors of these books will be 
presenting free programs 
and book signings at the 
Agriplex through July 2018.  

Upcoming events in the 
Gosse series:
•	 March 6: Butterflies, 
Paulette H. Ogard
•	 April 17: Nature Journal, 
Dr. LJ Davenport
•	 May 1: Turtles, Dr. Craig 
Guyer
•	 June 26: Ferns, Dr. Dan 
Spaulding
•	 July 17: Mammals, Dr. 
Todd Steury

The Gosse Nature Guides 
are a series of natural his-
tory guidebooks prepared 
by experts on the plants 
and animals of Alabama 
and designed for the out-
door enthusiast and ecol-
ogy layman. Because Ala-
bama is one of the nation’s 
most biodiverse states, its 
residents and visitors re-
quire accurate, accessible 
field guides to interpret the 
wealth of life that thrives 
within the state’s borders. 
The Gosse Nature Guides 
are named to honor Philip 
Henry Gosse’s early appre-
ciation of Alabama’s natural 
wealth and to highlight the 
valuable legacy of his re-
corded observations. Look 
for other volumes in the 
Gosse Nature Guides series 
at http://uapress.ua.edu.
	 The North Alabama 
Agriplex is Heritage Center 
is located at 1714 Talley Ho 
St. in Cullman. For more in-
formation, visit www.agri-
plex.org or call 256-297-
1044.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Eastern Tiger Swallowtails call Cullman County home.
PAULETTE H. OGARD

COMMUNITY NOTE
Bloomin’ Festival 
April 21-22
CULLMAN – The 34th 
Annual Bloomin’ Festival 
Arts and Crafts Fair will be 

held on April 21-22 at Saint 
Bernard. There will be 150 
artisans, awesome food and 
the giveaway of a 2018 Jeep 
Renegade and other valu-
able prizes. There will also 

be reduced price admission 
to Ave Maria Grotto. 
	 For more information, 
visit www.bloominfesti-
val.com or www.Facebook.
com/bloominfestival.

Joyce Nix
St. Bernard

Come by to visit with any of the friendly sales representatives at 5355 AL HWY 157 
or simply logon to BillyRayTaylorAutoSales.com to find your perfect ride today!

84 
Months 

Financing 
at 1.9% 

APR

JUST 9,514 MILES

ONLY $38,000

W over 400 Trucks in stock A 100 Cars and SUVS

Billy Ray Taylor
Auto Sales 
Has what you need!

2016 GMC Canyon SLT
Crew Cab 4WD STK#HA17248

waiting on property that 
they’re looking for. You 
know, something that jumps 
out at them or something 
they really want.  So there’s 
a limited number of those 
houses available.”

Are you seeing new people 
moving in, or Cullmanites 
moving around?
“It’s a pretty good mix.  We do 
have a lot of people moving 
in, with the industry and 
some of these businesses, 
and that kind of thing.  But 
we also have people that 
may even work out of town, 
that don’t mind the drive, 
because I think they want to 
live in this town.”

What are the positive 
moves happening in 
the Cullman market to 
respond to the shortage?
“There’s a lot of new builds 
going on right now, different 
subdivisions are expanding 
and that kind of thing.  And 
those are doing really, really 
well.  I think the need is, 
there’s still people that are 
interested in these older 
neighborhoods, that just-

-location wise--want to be 
in a different place, and the 
limited number of houses 
in those areas that are 
available.
	 “And the point is that 
people (in the historic 
neighborhoods) are happy 
living where they are, so 
they don’t want to move.  It’s 
just limiting that inventory 
in those areas.  But the new 
builds are doing real well, as 
well.
	 “There’ll be houses, but 
not everybody wants a 1970s 
ranch house that needs 
updating.  A lot of people 
are wanting move-in ready 
homes, and those (houses’) 
availability in the older 

neighborhoods are few and 
far between.”

A Cullman native and 
descendant of early city 
residents, Wes Warren has 
been active in the area’s real 
estate market for most of 
his life, and has for several 
years he has been the top-
producing real estate agent 
in Cullman.  Happy Homes, 
since its founding by Warren 
as a one-man operation just 
six years ago, has grown to 
become the top-producing 
company in the Cullman 
market with a staff of 18. 
Find out more at http://
happyhomesrealestate.com.

Solutions (from Front)

Pepsi Cola 
Distributing Company 

205	Olive	St.	SW,		Cullman,	AL			256-734-9454 
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EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

Batteries for Car, Truck 
or Tractor 

    $38 Exchange    
A-1 BATTERY SUPPLY 

Cullman, Alabama 
PHONE: 256-734-9438

Durk Dewayne Bennefield passed 
away on Friday, March 2, 2018. He 
was born April 9, 1954 to Otis and 

Peggy Bennefield. He is preceded in 
death by his parents. Survivors include 

his significant other, Sheila Warren, 
daughters; Harlie Bennefield and Mary 

(Randy) Summerford, son, Matthew 
Bennefield, step son, Shane Graham, 
granddaughters; Katie Beth, and Ella, 

sister, Reda (J.R) Legg, nephews; 
Jody (Candie) Legg and Tim Legg, 

and a host of family and friends. No 
services will be held at this time.

Funeral service for Roger Dewayne 
Deaver, age 53 of Vinemont, will 
be at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 3, 

2018 at Panama Baptist Church with 
Greg Aldridge officiating. Burial will 

be at Panama Cemetery. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mr. Deaver passed away 
on Wednesday, February 28, 2018. He 

was born March 22, 1964 to Dennis and 
Joyce Deaver. He is preceded in death 
by his father and brother, Keith Allen. 

Survivors include his wife, Lynda Yates 
Deaver, sons; Joshua Allen Deaver 

and Jonathan (Leslie) Deaver, mother, 
Joyce Deaver, grandson, James Dennis 
Deaver, brothers; Randy (Kay) Deaver, 

Tim (Karen) Deaver, Ricky (Christy) 
Deaver, Kevin (Pricilla) Deaver, Edwin 

Deaver, and Derwin Deaver, sisters; 
Kathy West and Jeanetta Cornwell; 
David Watson, and a host of nieces 

and nephews. Visitation will be from 
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. on Saturday, March 

3, 2018 at Panama Baptist Church.

Kenneth Ray Hardin, 47, of the Brooklyn 
Community, passed away at his home. Mr. 
Hardin was born August 3, 1970 in Flint, 
Michigan to Bobby Lee and Marlin Jane 
(Moore) Hardin. Kenneth is preceded in 
death by his parents. Survivors include 

his brother, Michael Hardin (Tina); sister, 
Margaret Reynolds (Mark); and a host of 
nieces, nephews, and friends. Memorial 

services will be held 6 p.m. Saturday, 
March 3, 2018 in Holly Pond Funeral 

Home Chapel. Holly Pond Funeral 
Home is honored to serve the family.

Graveside services for Henry Melvin 
Brazelton, 65, are Saturday, March 3, 
2018 at 11 a.m. at Ready Cemetery in 

Toney, Alabama. Mr. Brazelton passed 
away on Thursday, March 1, 2018 at 
Hanceville Nursing and Rehab. He 
is survived by his brothers, Walter 

Brazelton and Edward Brazelton; sisters, 
Dorcas Murray and Sarah Tucker; 
seven nephews and three nieces.

Wilna Sue Tucker Searcy, age 79, left 
behind a beautiful sunny, blue-sky day 

on February 26, 2018 as she stepped into 
the glorious Kingdom of Heaven. Her 

battle with Pneumonia and Septic Shock 
left her body tired but her eyes were open 

and focused on what lay ahead. She was 
greeted in Heaven by her son, Thomas 

David Searcy, her brother, David Harold 
Tucker, her Mom, Nellie Nina Posey 
Tucker and her Dad, Homer Hearold 

Tucker, along with a host of Aunts, 
Uncles, Cousins, and in-laws. Laughter 
filled the Heavens at her reunion. Left 
behind to await a later arrival into the 

Kingdom were her husband, James 
Wayne Searcy, her children, James 

Richard (Diane) Searcy and Anne Searcy-
Vaneman, her grandchildren, Erica Leigh 
Searcy and Donald Wayne Vaneman, her 

friends and nurses Brian Rickey Reed 
and Jennifer Nicole Fitzgerald, along 

with a host of nieces, nephews, cousins 
and friends. Wilna was anything but a 

“simple” housewife, although that’s how 
she saw herself. She worked to support 
her husband Jim as he worked his way 

through college and she typed up many 
an essay, report and paper. She was his 

sounding board and she grounded him by 
telling him what ideas were good and not 

so good. She budgeted and scrimped so 
the family could afford their first home as 
the three children grew. In the early days, 
she wore the same pair of shoes until they 

fell apart so the family could have new 
school and work clothes. When she was 

stricken with Lupus in the 70s, the family 

moved back to Bessemer, AL where they 
built a house beside her parents. Life 

was slow and sweet, with football games, 
bare feet and home canned green beans 
from her parents’ garden. A promise of 
a better job relocated the family back 
to Delaware during the 80s where she 
continued to support her husband and 
kids through hardships, homesickness 
and many a day spent shoveling show. 

The 90s saw the family move to Raleigh, 
North Carolina for the promotion of a 
life time. Life was slower and warmer 

with only the occasional ice storm and 
one nasty Hurricane named Fran that 

knocked 20 trees onto their house. 
After digging out from the debris, Lupus 

started taking a toll on her joints. Her 
hips ached and doctors started talking 

about hip replacement. Still, she managed 
to go with her husband on a trip to Paris 
where she kept up with all the walking. 
Retirement found the family returning 
to Cullman in 1999. Life was again slow 

and sweet but no more canned green 
beans as her father was no longer around 

to grow a garden and her mother was 
slowing down. Wilna helped care for her 
Mother and Aunt Una Mae as best as she 

could with bad hips and aching shoulders. 
She finally relented and bought a cane. 
Not just any old cane, but a black cane 
with painted flowers. Then she bought 
a clear Lucite cane. Then a red, white 
and blue striped cane. She rolled with 

the punches and made the best of it. 
She helped with design ideas when her 

husband and son started flipping houses 
and tried to keep them under budget, but 

that didn’t always work. 2010 brought 
the devastating loss of her son and she 

found herself in a wheelchair. Then her 
mother moved in and her brother passed 

in 2013. Finally, her mother could not 
be cared for at home. Wilna visited her 

mom often until her passing in 2015. 
Life slowed down again and the family 
managed Jim’s medical problems and 
eventual heart attack in 2016. August 
2017 was when Wilna fell and broke 

her arm and hip. They celebrated their 
60 wedding anniversary at the nursing 

home where Wilna went for rehab. 
Jim went every day and sat beside his 

little bride and they worked crossword 
puzzles and sometimes napped together. 

She came home on December 15, 2017 
to enjoy Christmas, New Years and 

Football with everyone. 2018 brought 
a new year that unfortunately brought 
a new bout of pneumonia that lead to 

her new home in Heaven. Viewing will 
be on Friday, March 2, 2018 from 5 

p.m. until 6 p.m. for Family, and 6 p.m. 
until 8 p.m. for Friends at Moss Funeral 
Home in Cullman, AL. The Funeral will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Saturday, March 3, 

2018 at Moss Funeral Home in Cullman, 
AL with Internment following at City 
of Cullman Cemetery. The Honorable 

Brother Ed Hayes officiating.

Funeral service for Randall Earl 
Bowen, age 63 of Cullman, will be at 
2 p.m. on Sunday, March 04, 2018 at 

Cullman Heritage Funeral Home with 
Rev. Don Froelich officiating; burial at 
Union Hill. Cullman Heritage Funeral 

Home is in charge of arrangements. 
Mr. Bowen passed away on Wednesday, 

February 28, 2018 at his residence. 
He was born, September 29, 1954 to 

Arthur Bowen and Betty Jean Wallace. 
He is preceded in death by his, parents 

and sisters, Becky Massey and Alice 
Faye Bowen. Survivors include his, 

daughters, Debbie (Rick) Thiot, 
Summer (Tony) Mullet, grandchildren, 

Stephanie (Jason) McClendon, 
Jasmine Mullet, Laura Mullet, and 
Lauren Thiot, great grandchildren, 

Talyn McClendon, and Jasper Long, 
sister, Christine (Benny) Hale, Derinda 

(Charles) Johnson, brother, Roger 
(Kathy) Bowen, Bobby McMurtry and 
a host of family and friends. Visitation 

will be from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 3, 2018 and 9 a.m. until 

funeral time Sunday, March 4, 2018 at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral Home.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

CULLMAN – The 45th 
annual Cullman Rotary 
Club Auction will be held 
on Friday, March 9 at the 
Cullman Civic Center.  
Doors will open, and the 
viewing of auction items 
begin, at 4:30 p.m. The 
silent auction will take 
place from 5:30 to 6:15 p.m. 
The live auction begins at 

6:45 p.m.
	 Hundreds of items large 
and small - household, 
personal, business and 
other - have been donated 
by local merchants and 
individuals.
	 There is something for 
every taste and in every 
price range.
	 Raffle tickets are also 
available for Glock 9mm 
handgun and $500 cash. 
	 The raffle winner will be 

drawn during the event.
	 Visit the Cullman Rotary 
Club Facebook Page (http://
qrne.ws/cullmanrotary) to 
see auction item previews 
and get more information. 
	 “It’s such a great 
community event. We 
receive our auction items 
from generous donations by 
local businesses, industries 
and individuals.
	 "All the proceeds are 
used to provide charitable 

donations throughout 
the community, and we 
recognize our sponsors 
at the time of auction,” 
said Cullman Rotary Club 
Fundraising Chair Eli 
Howard. 
	 This popular annual 
event is the Rotary Club's 
primary fundraiser, and it 
supports the organization's 
service to the community 
throughout the year.
	 “We raised over $50,000 

last year that helped to 
support local charities and 
projects here in Cullman. 
	 "Rotarians always work 
hard to make the Rotary 
Auction a success, and 
we appreciate all of the 
community support that 
makes this event successful 
year in and year out,” 
said Cullman Rotary Club 
President Perry Shields.
	 For more information 
about the Rotary Auction, 

call Howard at 256-737-
7128.

At a glance
45th Annual Cullman 
Rotary Club Auction
March 9, 2018
Cullman Civic Center
Viewing starts at 4:30 p.m.
Silent Auction from 5:30-
6:15 p.m.
Live Auction begins at 6:45 
p.m.

Brian Bradberry, 
Kristen Holmes

45th annual Cullman Rotary 
Club Auction set for March 9

Obituary Announcements: March 2 - 4



7THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MARCH 3, 2018 COMMUNITY MATTERS

CULLMAN – On 
Thursday morning, 
Alabama Commissioner of 
Agriculture and Industries 
John McMillan stopped by 
Peoples Bank in Cullman, 
not as commissioner 
but as a candidate.  He is 
concluding his second term 
and is seeking the office of 
state treasurer, the position 
currently occupied by 
McMillan’s personal friend, 
Young Boozer.  
	 “We’re both serving 
the last year of our two-
(term) limit, which all the 
constitutional offices of 
Alabama have.  So I had 
looked at what my future 
might hold.  Young and 
several other close friends 
in the state government 
came to me and asked me 
if I would consider this,” 
said McMillan, “and my 
initial reaction was not a 
lot of interest.  But Young 
and I have been friends--
same Rotary Club and all 
that--for many years, but 
I did continue to talk to 
him and visit with him, and 
over a fairly short period 
of time found that I did 
have enough interest in it 
to pursue it.  So, basically, 
that’s it.”
	 Said McMillan, “I 
understand, from the 
position I’m in now, number 
one: how important these 
down ballot positions are, 
and secondly: how few of 
our citizens understand the 
importance to consumers 
and everybody else that 
both of these positions--ag 
and the treasurer’s office--
have.”
	 McMillan grew up 
in Stockton, in Baldwin 
County, working on a family-
run farm and sawmill.  He 
holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Economics from Rhodes 
College. 
	 He served on 
the Baldwin County 
Commission and two terms 
as a state representative.  
He has been commissioner 
of the Alabama Department 
of Conservation & Natural 
Resources, and he spent 14 
years on the state personnel 
board.  McMillan has served 
as commissioner of the 
Alabama Department of 
Agriculture and Industries 
since 2010.

What will be the major 
issue or issues for the 

office of the treasurer in 
the next term?
McMillan replied, “Young 
and I have both agreed 
that there are a couple of 
programs, for example: the 
old PAC college savings plan 
is frozen, but he has started 
the 529 college savings plan, 
and then there’s another 
plan that’s called EnABLE 
that the Legislature just 
passed in 2012; that is a 
program set up for tax-
free contributions for the 
long-term care or benefit 
of special needs folks with 
disabilities and that sort of 
thing.  
	 “We both agree that 
both the 529 and the 
ABLE program--EnABLE 
is official, but ABLE is 
what it’s referred to (www.
enableal.com)--both need 
more promotion.  I have a 
special needs son myself, 
my wife and I, that’s still 
with us, and we weren’t 
even familiar with that 
program, for example.  So, 
I think the promotion of 
those two programs.  
	 “And then, depending 
on the general economy 

and what the Legislature 
decides to do with funding 
issues, one of the things that 
I’m very much interested in: 
I was instrumental in the 
oil and gas lease program 
that enabled us to have the 
Alabama Trust Fund for 
oil and gas proceeds, when 
I was commissioner of 
conservation.
	 "And those revenues 
are declining, so it’s going 
to be important, I think, 
particularly to have an 
interest in protecting and 
preserving that fund. 
	 "And it’s gone from in 
excess of $150 million a year 
down now to somewhere in 
the neighborhood of $50 
million a year, and that’s 
going to continue to decline 
as those wells are depleted.  
I think that’s an important 
thing that I have a lot of 
personal interest in.
	 “Those will probably be 
the main things, because 
so much of the rest of it 
depends on interest rates 
and the economy generally 
and nationally, and all of 
those kinds of things.  A lot 
of that involves and requires 

decisions that move along 
through time.”
	 McMillan has been 
a part of Alabama’s 
government since his 
election to the Alabama 
House of Representatives 
in 1974, holding numerous 
elected and appointed 
positions over the years, 
and he feels that his career 
and record make him a 
suitable candidate for one 
more office.
	 Said McMillan, “I have 
had a lot of experience in 
state government, and (I’ve) 
been very successful, for 
example, in working with 
the legislature and fixing 
a lot of problems at the 
Department of Agriculture 
and Industries.  So I’m up to 
those challenges.
	 “I feel like I’ve been 
blessed to have had these 
opportunities, and for this 
position I’ve got the skills, 
knowledge and experience 
to do a good job.
	 "And nobody’ll work 
harder than I will.  I pride 
myself on being the one that 
makes coffee everywhere 
I’ve ever been."

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmansense.com

CAMPAIGN 2018

McMillan makes 
campaign stop in Cullman

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Alabama Commissioner of Agriculture and Industries John McMillan made 
campaign stop in Cullman Thursday. McMillan is running for state treasurer.
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“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

WSCC SPORTS

WSCC women’s golf wins Northeast 
Alabama Invitational title
Men’s golf, basketball, baseball and softball roundup

HANCEVILLE – Wallace 
State’s women’s golf team 
is off to a flying start this 
spring. The Lady Lions, the 
defending Alabama Com-
munity College Conference 
champions, won the North-
east Alabama Invitation-
al title this week at Goose 
Pond Colony Resort in 
Scottsboro. 
	 Wallace State had 
four golfers place on the 
All-Tournament team. 
	 Annalee Stephens was 
the tournament’s low med-
alist by carding a 157 (84-
73). The sophomore from 
Jasper was also the ACCC 
Tournament low medalist 
last April.  
	 Wallace State’s Anna 
Seahorn, Michaela Bryan 
and Dalys Mullican each 
joined Stephens on the 
All-Tournament team. All 
four teammates were sepa-
rated by just seven strokes 
overall. Seahorn finished 
with a 160, Bryan with a 162 
and Mullican with a 164.  
	 Anna Williams round-
ed out the field for Wallace 
State.  
	 “It’s always great to get 
off to good start and win 
your first tournament. Our 
women are excited about 
it,” said Wallace State coach 
Dan York. “They now go 
down to Louisiana on Sun-
day, and we’ll see how we 
stack up against some four-
year programs.” 
	 Meanwhile, Wallace 
State’s men’s team heads 
to Decatur on Sunday in 
preparation for the Cal-
houn Tournament at Point 
Mallard. The two-day tour-
nament begins Monday. 
	 The Lions are coming 
off a fourth-place finish in 
the Coastal Alabama Invita-
tional on Feb. 18, and soph-
omore Brandon Lacasse was 
the individual tournament 
runner-up at Rock Creek 
Golf Club in Fairhope. Lac-
asse finished with an even-
par 144 (74-70), placing one 
shot behind Eastern Florida 
State’s Fraser Davren. 
	 Wallace State’s Antho-
ny Lumpkin finished 10th 
with a 4-over 148 and soph-
omore Luke Wilson carded 
a 9-over 153. Thomas Gevas 
(155) and Cody Maddox 
(165) rounded out the field 
for the Lions. 
	 Wallace State finished 
nine shots behind tourna-
ment champ Eastern Flori-
da State. 
	  
Wallace State basketball 
Wallace State’s women’s 
basketball team enters the 
postseason Tuesday on a 
four-game winning streak. 
	 Sophomore Joy Sadler 
registered her ninth dou-
ble-double of the season 
for the Lady Lions in a win 
over Snead State this week, 
pouring in 27 points and 
collecting 14 rebounds as 
Wallace State finished the 
regular season 8-2 in Ala-
bama Community College 
Conference (ACCC) action. 
	 DeMaurea Moore added 
10 points and six rebounds 
off the bench and Jada 
Golden contributed nine 
points behind three 3’s.  
	 Before the contest, Wal-
lace State (22-7, 8-2 ACCC) 
had already clinched the 
North Division’s No. 2 seed 
for next week’s ACCC Tour-
nament at Lawson State. 
The Lady Lions play at 1 
p.m. on Tuesday against the 
Coastal-North/Snead State 
winner. 
	 “I think the second seed 
is important for our team 

and especially the sopho-
mores. We didn’t have it last 
year. I think it gives us con-
fidence knowing we are one 
of the top teams going in. 
We are excited about it and 
know it’s a big deal,” said 
Wallace State interim coach 
Jessica McBrayer.  
	 Wallace State recog-
nized eight players during 
sophomore night: Sadler, 
Sydney Powell, Karlie Hud-
son, Gabby Hill, Marquise 
Cobbs, Tykeah Rogers, 
Alexis Osteen and Ahzaila 
Wright. 
	 “These ladies have been 
important to our program 
because they endured a 
lot of change this season. 
They have been consis-
tent. They’ve consistently 
worked hard and consis-
tently bought into what 
they were asked to do. I 
know I can lean on them, 
and I’m excited to see what 
they can do next week,” Mc-
Brayer said. 
	 Wallace State’s men 
closed the season at 15-15 
after the top-seeded Par-
sons used a big second-half 
surge to pull away for a 74-
58 victory.  
	 Wallace State fresh-
man Demarkus Lampley 
poured in a game-high 30 
points in the game, reach-
ing the 30-point plateau for 
the third time this season 
and capping an impressive 
freshman campaign with 
the Lions. 
	 Snead State, the ACCC 
North Division champion, 
used a 20-0 run to begin the 
second half. 
	 Geordon Walker scored 
all 12 of his points in the 
first half for Wallace State, 
and Dee’Quan Fleming add-
ed six.  
	 Fleming and Trevoris 
Waugh, both sophomores, 
were recognized before the 
game. 
 
Wallace State baseball
Wallace State’s baseball 
team travels to Andalusia 
on Friday, where the Lions 

are set to play LSU-Eunice 
and Lurleen B. Wallace CC 
this weekend.
	 Wallace State is off to a 
12-1 start through the sea-
son’s first month.
	 The Lions notched wins 
last weekend over Baton 
Rouge Community College, 
East Central Community 
College and Tyler Junior 
College. 
	 Freshman catcher 
Easton Kirk collected nine 
RBI’s last weekend and is 
third in the league with 18 
RBI’s thus far in 2018.  
	 Sophomores Kolby Rob-
inson, Palmer Ford and Dal-
ton Cobb each had key per-
formances in Mississippi, 
and starters Tanner Rusk, 
Blake Rivera and Garrett 
Brown notched wins on the 
mound.  
	 Wallace State begins 
conference play on March 
8 at Southern Union. The 
Lions’ conference home 
opener is March 10. 
 
Wallace State softball 
The Lions have the week-
end off after being rained 
out at Chattanooga State on 
Thursday. 
	 Wallace State softball 
(13-6) has won three games 
in a row after splitting a 
doubleheader against Co-
lumbia State on Monday 
and sweeping Coastal Ala-
bama – North on Tuesday 
with wins of 3-0 and 12-9.  
	 In the doubleheader 
against Columbia State, 
Hannah Ingram finished 
with two triples and three 
RBIs, Sidney Edwards col-
lected four RBIs and Megan 
Hill, Sydney McKissick and 
Keeli Bobbitt each added an 
RBI. 
	 Wallace State softball 
travels to the College of 
Central Florida on Tuesday. 
	 The Lions return home 
March 15 for a conference 
doubleheader v. Calhoun. 
	 For more information 
about Wallace State athlet-
ics, visit www.athletics.wal-
lacestate.edu.

Russell Moore
WSCC

Wallace State’s women’s golf team won the Northeast Alabama Invitational this week 
in Scottsboro. Pictured are, from left, Dalys Mullican, Michaela Bryan, Anna Seahorn, 
Annalee Stephens and Anna Williams. Stephens was the tournament’s low medalist.
Wallace State’s Geordan Walker attempts a dunk as Snead State’s 
Josh Freeman (12) and Jason Morrison (2) defend.

WSCC

Presley Higdon (3) and 
the Lady Lions have 

earned a first-round bye 
in the ACCC postseason. 

WSCC
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