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WORKING KNOWLEDGE 
& PROVEN EXPERIENCE

• Mental Health 

  Commitments

• Estates Probated

• Conservatorships

• Adoptions

• Condemnations

• Guardianships

Whichever of 
these situations 

"your family" 
may face, 

knowledge 
and proven 
experience 

count.

CHIEF ELECTION OFFICIAL
Proven ability to be 

accurate, accountable, 
and fair to ALL PEOPLE

Alex is a 5th Generation Cullman County native. 
He is the son of Kim and Mauren Chaney and 
the Grandson of Jim and Jean Chaney who 
owned and operated Chaney Seed and Feed. 
He is a graduate of The University of Alabama 

and attended Jones School of Law.

A TRUE CONSERVATIVE
with The Right Combination
of Experience, New Ideas
and Old Fashion Values

ALEX J.

CHANEY
For

ALABAMA HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES

DISTRICT 12

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Alex Chaney, P.O. Box 1052, Cullman, AL 35056

Elect
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DISTRICT 12

Elect

A TRUE 
CONSERVATIVE 

with The Right 
Combination of 
Experience, New 
Ideas and Old 
Fashion Values

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Alex Chaney, P.O. Box 1052, Cullman, AL 35056

Alex is a 5th Generation 
Cullman County native. He is 
the son of Kim and Mauren 
Chaney and the Grandson 
of Jim and Jean Chaney 

who owned and operated 
Chaney Seed and Feed. He is 
a graduate of The University 
of Alabama and attended 

Jones School of Law.

CULLMAN – With the end 
of the school year comes 
the end of affordable 
or free breakfasts and 
lunches for many students 
who rely heavily on 
school-provided meals. 
Summer can be a tough 
time for food-insecure 
families who now have two 
more meals per day they 
need to provide for their 
kids. To help fill that need, 
local nonprofit Karma 
in Cullman has brought 
back its summer feeding 
program: Karma Kid Days. 
The program will provide 
meals for children up to 18 
years old and their parents 
at different locations 
around the county at noon 
every Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday through July 
27.
	 The program started 
when founder Rachel 
Bryant started Karma, but 
it grew so large that Karma 
had trouble financing it. 
No, however, Karma has 
partnered with Cullman 
City Schools to help 
provide meals for families. 
“We see a huge increase in 
our food bank during the 
summer months because 
families go from having 
to feed their kids once a 
day to having to feed them 
three times a day,” Bryant 
explained. “This way, we 
can try to take a little bit of 
that off of the parents.”

	

Bryant said Karma Kid 
Days aims not only to 
feed the children, but 
also to educate them and 
give them a chance to 
have fun and be active. 
“We reached out to a lot 
of different parks and 
museums to see if they’d 
be interested in letting 
us come and partner with 
them, and this way we can 
reach out to children all 
across Cullman County,” 
she said. “One day we’ll get 
to go to Ave Maria Grotto, 

and the kids will get to eat 
lunch and tour through 
there, and for a lot of these 
families that might be the 
only time they get to go 
through there. We’re not 
just feeding their bodies, 
we’re feeding their souls 
and their minds.”

The dates and locations 
of the Karma Kid Days 
lunches are as follows:
•	 Wed, June 6 - 
Sportsman Lake Park 
Splash Pad

•	 Fri, June 8 - C.W. Day 
Park (Hanceville)
•	 Mon, June 11 - Heritage 
Park Splash Pad
•	 Wed, June 13 - 
Sportsman Lake Park 
Splash Pad
•	 Fri, June 15 - Holly 
Pond Ball Park
•	 Mon, June 18 - Crooked 
Creek Civil War Museum
•	 Wed, June 20 - 
Sportsman Lake Park 
Splash Pad
•	 Fri, June 22 - C.W. 
Day Park 

Karma in Cullman kicks off 
mobile summer feeding program
Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent

CULLMAN – On Saturday evening, Rock the South (RTS) 
made good on its ongoing commitment to give back to the 
city of Cullman, handing out more than $139,000 to four 
local charities, the Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce, and 
Cullman Parks, Recreation, and Sports Tourism (CP&R).
	 CP&R was the big winner, receiving $109,394.33. The 
Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce received $10,000. The 
Link of Cullman County, Childhaven, Cullman Regional 
Foundation and Brooks’ Place received $5,000 each.
	 On Monday, CP&R Executive Director Nathan Anderson 
reflected on the event, “It was a wonderful Rock the South 
event, the best I can remember.  It’s incredible to look at that 
many people in the park, that the team worked so hard to create 
an inviting space, having a great time.”

For more on the charities that received donations, see the 
following links:
•	 The Link of Cullman - www.linkingcullman.org.  See  www.
cullmantribunecom/articles/2017/03/03/ link-cullman-
celebrates-five-years-service-new-facility.
•	 Childhaven - http://childhaven.com.  See www.
cullmantribune.com/articles/2017/03/04/kids-are-winners-
childhaven-yard-sale-declared-success. 
•	 Cullman Regional Foundation - https://cullmanregional.
com/foundation/. 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 2

Local organizations received donations 
from Rock the South Saturday evening.

ROCK THE SOUTH

Rock the South 
donations top 
$139K for 2018

» PAGE 2

Karma in Cullman founder Rachel Bryant serves lunch 
at Carroll Acres Park on Monday, June 4, the first of 
many “Karma Kid Days” to come this summer.

HEATHER MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

ELECTION 2018

Primary 
Elections today!

» PAGE 3
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AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

Arrest report: June 1-3
CULLMAN – Below are the 
arrests reported for June 
1-3. All persons are innocent 
until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = 
failure to appear

CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

No report provided; County 
offices closed.

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

Thomas, Belinda S., 44
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Bartlett, Rhett S., 30
•	 attempting to elude
•	 DUI
•	 carrying a concealed 
weapon
•	 improper lane usage
•	 running a red light

Tait, Jenna S., 38
•	 unlawful possession 
or receipt of a controlled 
substance

Darby, Colton R., 20

•	 minor in possession/
consumption of an alcoholic 
beverage

Zawacki, Aaron J., 19
•	 public intoxication

Hamlett, Payton W., 22
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Morris, Hayden L., 21
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Lumpkin, Brittinie M., 33
•	 FTA-   possession of 
drug paraphernalia
•	 FTA- second-degree 
unlawful possession of 
marijuana

McMichael, Jarrod M., 25
•	 public intoxication

Watts, Bradley T. Watts, 25
•	 public intoxication

Haynes, Jonathan C., 18
•	 public intoxication

Oliver, Samuel K., 23
•	 public intoxication

Hunt, Terry W., 63
•	 DUI

Akers, Jessica M., 22
•	 GJ- theft by fraudulent 
leasing

Rainey, Kelsey A., 27
•	 identity theft

Baird, Brandon L., 27
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- expired tag

Sherrell, Cameron D., 21
•	 FTA- attempting to 
elude

McKenzie, Cameron B., 23
•	 third-degree burglary

Vines, Dalton J., 22
•	 public intoxication

Bishop, Zachary B., 21
•	 public intoxication
•	 resisting arrest

Jones, Brent M., 39
•	 disorderly conduct
•	 resisting arrest

Lusk, Stephanie M., 34
•	 FTA- third-degree 
domestic violence

Cooley, Travis L., 22
•	 DUI

Herring, Woodrow W., 18
•	 disorderly conduct

Ramey, James J., 28
•	 public intoxication

Bell, Savanna D., 25
•	 disorderly conduct
•	 resisting arrest

Melson, Johnathon W., 25
•	 disorderly conduct 
•	 resisting arrest

Thompson, Destiney K., 
20
•	 first-degree criminal 
trespassing

Wise, Dustin R., 25
•	 public intoxication
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Price, Martin D., 31
•	 disorderly conduct

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

No report provided.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN – The day is 
finally here.  After months 
of hard, sometimes harsh, 
campaigning, the candi-
dates must now sit back and 
wait while the voters decide 
in the Republican and Dem-
ocratic Primary Elections. 
Polls are open from 7 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

Remember: Alabama vot-
ers must declare a party be-
fore they cast their ballots. 
That means, when you show 
up to your polling place, 
you’ll have to choose to vote 
in either the Republican or 
Democratic Primary. You 
can’t vote in both. Import-
ant to remember is which-
ever party you choose on 
June 5 is the party you must 
stick with if there happens 
to be a run-off election. For 
example, if you vote Repub-
lican on June 5, and there’s 
a run-off on the Democratic 
ticket, you can’t vote in that 
run-off.
	 That rule, the crossover 
voting rule, only applies to 
primary elections. (Note: 
For the 2020 elections, vot-
ers may change political 
parties.
	 A voter does not have to 
remain consistent with the 
party her or she chose in the 
2018 primary election.) In 
the November general elec-
tion, both parties will be on 
your ballot.

Also remember: Alabama 
voters are required to show 
photo identification before 
voting.
	 Types of IDs accepted 
are valid driver's license, 
valid nondriver ID, valid 
Alabama photo voter ID, 
valid state-issued ID, valid 
federal-issued ID, valid US 
passport, valid employee ID 
from federal government, 
State of Alabama, coun-
ty, municipality, board or 
other entity of this state, 
valid student or employee 
ID from a public or private 
college or university in the 
State of Alabama (including 

postgraduate technical or 
professional schools), valid 
military ID or valid tribal 
ID.

Find out more, including 
your polling location, at 
https://sos.alabama.gov/al-
abama-votes.

Below is a list of candidates 
who will be on the ballots.

Republican candidates
Governor
•	 Tommy Battle   
•	 Scott Dawson   
•	 Bill Hightower   
•	 Kay Ivey (incumbent)
•	 Michael McAllister

Lt. Governor
•	 Will Ainsworth   
•	 Twinkle Andress Cava-
naugh   
•	 Rusty Glover   

Attorney General
•	 Chess Bedsole   
•	 Troy King   
•	 Steve Marshall (incum-
bent)
•	 Alice Martin   

Chief Justice of the Ala-
bama Supreme Court
•	 Tom Parker   
•	 Lyn Stuart

Associate of the Alabama 
Supreme Court, Place 1
•	 Debra Jones   
•	 Brad Mendheim   
•	 Sarah Hicks Stewart   

Associate of the Alabama 
Supreme Court, Place 4
•	 John Bahakel   
•	 Jay Mitchell   

Alabama Court of Civil Ap-
peals, Place 1
•	 Christy Olinger Ed-
wards    
•	 Pat Thetford     
•	 Michelle Manley Thom-
ason    

Alabama Court of Civil Ap-
peals, Place 2
•	 Chad Hanson    
•	 Terri Willingham Thom-
as (incumbent)

Alabama Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals, Place 1

•	 Richard Minor   
•	 Riggs Walker    

Alabama Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals, Place 2
•	 Rich Anderson   
•	 Chris McCool   
•	 Dennis O’Dell   

Alabama Court of Crimi-
nal Appeals, Place 3
•	 Donna Beaulieu   
•	 Bill Cole   

Secretary of State
•	 Michael Johnson
•	 John Merrill (incum-
bent)

Treasurer
•	 David L. Black
•	 Stephen D Evans
•	 John McMillan

Auditor
•	 Stan Cooke   
•	 Elliott Lipinsky   
•	 Jim Zeigler   

Agriculture and Industries
•	 Tracy “T.O.” Crane   
•	 Gerald Dial   
•	 Cecil Murphy    
•	 Rick Pate   

Public Service Commis-
sion, Place 1
•	 Jim Bonner
•	 Jeremy H. Oden (incum-
bent)

Public Service Commis-
sion, Place 2
•	 Chris “Chip” Beeker Jr.
•	 Robin Litaker    

Alabama House District 9:
•	 Scott Stadthagen
•	 James R. Bowling
•	 Justin Morrow

Alabama House District 12
•	 Corey Harbison (incum-
bent)
•	 Alex Chaney

Alabama Senate District 4
•	 Paul Bussman (incum-
bent)
•	 Garlan Gudger

Cullman County Probate 
Judge
•	 Tammy Brown (incum-
bent)
•	 Carol Berry

Associate Cullman County 
Commissioner, West Side
•	 Garry Marchman (in-
cumbent)
•	 Andy Coffee

Circuit Judge, Place 2
•	 Martha Williams (in-
cumbent)
•	 Melvin Hasting

Cullman County School 
Board, Fairview District
•	 Bill Ballew
•	 Shane Rusk
•	 Michael Knop

Cullman County School 
Board, Good Hope District
•	 Jason Speegle (incum-
bent)
•	 Kerry Neighbors

U.S. Representative, 4th 
Congressional District
•	 Robert Aderholt (in-
cumbent)
•	 Anthony Blackmon

Democratic candidates
Governor
•	 Sue Bell Cobb
•	 Christopher A. Country-
man
•	 James C. Fields, Jr.
•	 Walt Maddox
•	 Doug "New Blue" Smith
•	 Anthony White

Secretary of State
•	 Lula Albert "SGM Ret"
•	 Heather Milam

Attorney General
•	 Chris Christie
•	 Joseph Siegelman

U.S. Representative, 4th 
Congressional District
•	 Lee Auman
•	 Rick Neighbors

See full sample ballots 
here:
•	 Republican Pri-
mary Sample Ballot: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . s c r i b d .
com/d…/380326175/Sam-
ple-Ballot-Republican

•	 Democratic Pri-
mary Sample Ballot: 
h t t p s : / / w w w . s c r i b d .
com/d…/380326176/Sam-
ple-Ballot-Democratic

Elections (from Front)

Donations (from Front)
•	 Brooks’ Place - www.
caccullman.org.  See our 
story www.cullmantribune.
com/articles/2018/04/18/
hope-help-healing-inside-
b r o o k s - p l a c e - c h i l d -
advocacy-center. 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 
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Get info on Wallace State’s WaLLi program 
Aug. 1; program for residents 50 and older

WSCC Nursing to host free health fair at Oneonta campus June 13

HANCEVILLE – Area 
residents 50 and older who 
want to learn more about 
the Wallace State Lifelong 
Learning Institute (WaLLi) 
will have the opportunity to 
get information about the 
program and sign up for the 
next semester or the year at 
an Aug. 1 meeting from 2 to 
4 p.m., on the 12th floor of 
the Bailey Center.
	 WaLLi was launched 
in 2016 as a revitalized 
program for area residents 
aged 50 and up. Enrollment 
is currently at 250, with 
members coming from 
Cullman, Blount and 
Morgan counties. It is 
open to all area residents, 
with enrollment offered 
by semester or by year. 
Membership is $40 per 
semester for fall and spring 
and $30 for the summer 
semester, or by year at 
$99 annually starting each 
August. 
	 “Whether you enroll 
by semester or annually, 
you really get a lot for your 
investment,” said LaDonna 
Allen, director of the 
WaLLi program. During the 
meeting, Allen will go over 
what all is offered to WaLLi 
members and allow those 
who sign up for the year a 
head start on registering for 
trips, activities and classes 
planned for Fall 2018. 
Annual membership also 
includes a WaLLi T-shirt.
	 WaLLi membership 
includes access to the 
Wallace State Wellness 
Center, WaLLi courses, 
seminars from community 
partners, trips, social 
luncheons, free admission 
to many Wallace State 
athletic and cultural 
events, discounts on WSCC 
Services and more. Weekly 
activities include exercise 
classes, volleyball games, 
yoga classes and a walking 
group.
	 Each semester is 
filled with educational 
opportunities and lectures, 
games, arts and crafts, 
movies, and more. In 
addition to recurring 
member favorites, each 
semester brings a new list 

of activities and trips.
	 The schedule for Fall 
2018 includes an American 
History Trip to Montevallo 
and Columbiana and a 
thrift store trip with stops 
at Unclaimed Baggage in 
Scottsboro and stores in 
Arab and Albertville.
	 Closer to home, the 
group will visit Cullman 
Oktoberfest and the 
Cullman County Fair.
	 Allen said WaLLi 
members enjoy the 
fellowship of getting 
together and making new 
friends.
	 “They enjoy the 
socialization, the trips 
and we all enjoy the great 
food when we eat out or 
have our monthly potluck 
luncheons,” Allen said.
	 “It is a wonderful group 
where members support 
each other and learn new 
things.”
	 Allen said this fall 
will also feature a Living 
Well series of classes. 
Students from Wallace 

State’s Physical Therapist 
Assistant program will work 
with them on health topics 
geared toward mature 
adults including, among 
other topics, fall prevention 
and fall-proofing your 
home, back safety and 
measuring their gait. 
Ballroom dancing classes 
will return for the fall, 
with any WaLLi member 
welcome to take the classes, 
with or without a dance 
partner.
	 As an added benefit, 
WaLLi members are 
eligible to join the Wallace 
State Alumni Association 
at the student rate of $15 
per year. This affords 
them a discount on trips 
planned by the Alumni 
Association and discounts 
to supporting merchants 
and organizations.
	 WaLLi members do 
incur additional costs with 
some classes and trips, and 
most meals are Dutch treat 
during planned outings. 
But the costs are kept at the 

minimum, Allen said.
	 Unassociated with 
WaLLi, Allen pointed out 
that Wallace State offers a 
Senior Adult Scholarship 
program. The program 
allows area resident 60 

and older to take classes 
at the college tuition free, 
with only $29 in fees to be 
paid for each class. Contact 
Financial Aid at 256-352-
8182 or financialaid@
wallacestate.edu for 

information about the 
Senior Adult Scholarships.
	 For information about 
WaLLi, call 256-352-7818 or 
email walli@wallacestate.
edu or visit www.
wallacestate.edu/walli.

ONEONTA – The Wallace 
State Community College 
Department of Nursing 
will be offering free health 
screenings to Blount 
County and area residents 
on Wednesday, June 13, 
from 8 a.m. to noon at the 
Oneonta campus.

	 The CELEBRATE Adult 
Health and Wellness Fair is 
free and open to the public. 
	 It is geared to adults 
18 and up and will have at 
least nine different stations 
participants can give visit 
to get evaluations and 
information on a variety of 
health-related topics.

At the stations, 

participants can learn 
about:
•	 potential interactions 
with the medications 
they are taking, whether 
they’re prescribed, over-
the-counter or even 
supplements
•	 exercises they can do at 
home
•	 vision screening and 
safe driving tips

•	 nutrition
•	 vital statistics such as 
blood pressure, heart rate, 
pulse oximetry and blood 
sugar
•	 relaxation techniques
•	 smoking cessation
•	 documenting their 
personal and medical 
history
•	 signs of a heart attack or 
stroke

“This will be the first time 
we’ve traveled with this 
program, and we’re excited 
to be able to offer this 
in Blount County,” said 
Amy Burtram, a nursing 
instructor at Wallace State. 
“Our students always learn 
a lot during these events 
and they enjoy helping 
others learn ways they can 
live a healthier life.”

	 Burtram said 
representatives of 
St. Vincent’s will also 
participate in the event, 
performing free cholesterol 
screenings and dietary 
counselling.
	 For more information 
about the event, please 
contact Burtram at 256-
352-8062 or amy.burtram@
wallacestate.edu.

Gail Crutchfield
WSCC

Gail Crutchfield
WSCC

WaLLi members put their artistic skills to the test during a painting class.
WSCC

WaLLi members pose for a photo outside of Saw’s Juke 
Joint, where the group ate during a trip that also included 
a visit to Barber Vintage Motorsports Museum.

WSCC

(Hanceville)
•	 Mon, June 25 - Heritage 
Park Splash Pad
•	 Wed, June 27 - 
Sportsman Lake Park 
Splash Pad
•	 Fri, June 29 - Cullman 
Housing Authority
•	 Mon, July 2 - Crooked 
Creek Civil War Museum
•	 Fri, July 6 - Smith Lake 
Park Shed #6
•	 Mon, July 9 - Heritage 
Park Splash Pad
•	 Wed, July 11 - Sportsman 
Lake Park Splash Pad
•	 Fri, July 13 - Cullman 
Housing Authority
•	 Mon, July 16 - C.W. Day 
Park (Hanceville)
•	 Wed, July 18 - Sportsman 
Lake Park Splash Pad
•	 Fri, July 20 - Ave Maria 

Grotto
•	 Mon, July 23 - Heritage 
Park Splash Pad
•	 Wed, July 25 - Sportsman 
Lake Park Splash Pad
•	 Fri, July 27 - Ag Center 
Super Hero Day

All meals start at noon 
on the specified days. 
Anyone who wants to 
participate should text or 
email the date, how many 
children, and how many 
adults to 256-735-3942 or 
k a r m a i n c u l l m a n @ g m a i l .
com. Everyone is welcome.

Program (from Front)

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 
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Cullman Regional 
responds to Ivey
MONTGOMERY – Alabama 
Gov. Kay Ivey on Thursday 
declared a State Public Health 
Emergency due to this season's 
widespread outbreak of the 
influenza virus. Cullman 
Regional’s Lindsey Dossey on 
Friday responded, saying, “The 
best thing we can all do in order 
to stop the spread of flu is to 
stay away from each other, and 
if you have been exposed to 
anyone with the flu, stay away 
from others even if you don’t 
show signs and symptoms.”
 Dossey said staying away 
from others is important 
because oftentimes people are 
sick for 24 hours before they 
exhibit signs or symptoms. 
 “The governor’s 
proclamation really creates 
more awareness of the severity 
of flu throughout our state,” she 
said. “We continue to have high 
volumes of patients present to 
the ER with flu-like systems; 
however, those numbers appear 
to be decreasing (see below). 
Again, those patients continue 
to be treated and released with 
instructions to manage their 
illness at home. Our inpatients 
continue to be sick with a 
multitude of other health 
issues.” 

According to Cullman 
Regional:
• During the first week of 
January (7 days): 310 people 
were tested who presented 
with flu-like symptoms, with 78 
testing positive.
• This week (only 5 days so 
far); 178 people were tested 
who presented with flu-like 
symptoms, with 37 testing 

positive.

“Now, this could be that people 
have gone to urgent care 
facilities or to their primary 
care providers to receive care 
rather than coming to the 
emergency department, and 
certainly doesn’t mean that 
the chance of getting the flu is 
decreasing,” Dossey stressed.
 “Many hospitals have 
banned visitors to keep their 
patients from being exposed. 
We are not banning visitors 
at Cullman Regional,” she 
stated, “but we are strongly 
discouraging visitors as 
our patients are already 
immunocompromised due 
to other illnesses, and being 
exposed to the flu could be 
detrimental to their health.”

Ivey's declaration reads as 
follows:
WHEREAS the State Health 
Officer has reported that an 
outbreak of the influenza virus 
has occurred in the State of 
Alabama; and
 WHEREAS this outbreak 
poses a high probability of 
widespread exposure to an 
infectious agent that poses 
significant risk of substantial 
harm to a large number 
of people in the affected 
population; and
 WHEREAS the health care 
facilities and personnel of the 
State are overwhelmed by the 
number of ill patients and taxed 
to such an extent that care of 
patients may now no longer 
be provided in the traditional, 
normal, and customary 
manner nor is the utilization 
of traditional, normal, and 
customary standards of care 
possible.

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kay 
Ivey, Governor of the State of 
Alabama, pursuant to relevant 
provisions of the Alabama 
Emergency Management Act 
of 1955, section 31-9-1 et seq., 
Code of Alabama (1975), on 
the recommendation of the 
State Health Officer, do hereby 
declare that a State Public 
Health Emergency exists in 
the State of Alabama. I direct 
the appropriate state agencies 
to exercise their statutory and 
regulatory authority to assist 
the communities and entities 
affected. I also direct the 
Alabama Department of Public 
Health and Alabama Emergency 
Management Agency to seek 
federal assistance as may be 
available.
 FURTHER, I direct the 
following:
 Health care facilities 
that have invoked their 
emergency operation plans in 
response to this public health 
emergency may implement 
the “alternative standards of 
care” plans provided therein, 
and such are declared to be 
the state approved standard 
of care in health care facilities 
to be executed by health 
care professionals and allied 
professions and occupations 
providing services in response 
to this outbreak.
 These “alternative 
standards of care” shall serve as 
the “standard of care” as defined 
in section 6-5-542(2), Code 
of Alabama for the purposes 
of section 6-5-540 et seq. 
The “degree of care” owed to 
patients by licensed, registered 
or certified health care 
professionals for the purposes 
of section 6-5-484 shall be the 
same degree of care set forth 
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PLANT IT

Preserving hydrangeas
I f you want to preserve 

your hydrangeas you 
must bite the bullet 

and cut them now, while 
they are still vibrant and 
have not started to turn 
brown. (Some of them turn 
a pretty copper color, that 
looks great in fall arrange-
ments.)
 After you have clipped 
them, strip most of the 
leaves away from the stems. 
Trim the stems in varying 
lengths.
 There is always a hard 
way and an easy way to do 
just about anything, so let’s 
take the easy way! 
 Arrange your hydran-

geas in vases, baskets or on 
wreaths, just like you would 
any cut flower.
 You can even add water 
to the vases if you want the 
process to take a little lon-
ger, but it’s not necessary. 
 Position them in your 
home so that they get no 
direct sun, but filtered, in-
direct light is fine. 
 Then forget about them 
for about a month. Serious-
ly, just forget about them. 
No water, no hanging them 
upside down, nothing…
 When they are com-
pletely dry, you can leave 
them in the container you 
started with if it suits your 
décor, or, you can make a 
wreath for your door, a swag 
for your mantle, or even 
save them for your Christ-
mas tree! 

 The only thing you need 
to be careful about is leav-
ing them prone on a table or 
countertop while they are 
drying because it will cause 
the cluster to be flat on one 
side. 
 Now, very gently, re-
move them from contain-
ers and take them outside.  
Place on table covered by 
plastic garbage bags.
 Lay then singly. Now 
spray lightly with clear 
spray paint. Any clear spray 
paint will work, it doesn't 
have to be floral paint.
 You might want to wait 
until they are completely 
dry, then flip over and spray 
the other side.
 When dry, carefully 
make arrangements as usu-
al.

Loretta 
Gillespie
Tribune 
Correspondent

Dried hydrangeas make beautiful centerpieces.
LORETTA GILLESPIE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

of having a Huntsville or a 
Decatur or a Montgomery. 
And so, this technology 
right now is so important to 
us, and to the citizens of this 
area. You know, people can 
move here, they can open 
up a home business, they 
can do legal work here, they 
can do any kind of work they 
want to do.
 "They don’t have to 
go find an area that they 
can do that in. And so this 
should help expand growth 
out in this area. It should 
help the schools, over 
time, because one of the 

big problems we have is, 
the children have access 
to the internet at school, 
and then they go home and 
don’t have access. And so, 
that’s a disadvantage. This 
technology is going to be a 
tremendous benefit to those 
citizens and those kids, so 
we’re real excited about it.”
 Harbison added, “I want 
to thank y’all for y’all’s 
investment in Cullman 
County and rural Alabama. 
As Senator Bussman said, 
it’s very important for 
our education system, 
because we’ve got the city of 

Cullman, and they have all 
of the infrastructure needed 
there, but we have a lot of 
rural county schools.
 “You know, with Smith 
Lake we have some pretty 
expensive houses out here, 
and I know people who live 
in Birmingham who work 
from home, but would love 
to move up to the lake, but 
they can’t because of the 
high-speed internet. So I 
think this is going to open 
up the door for a lot of 
things, and I think it’s going 
to help our real estate and 
our education system.”

 AT&T issued a press 
release about the new 
project, which stated in 
part:
 “AT&T plans to reach 
nearly 66,000 locations 
with this technology across 
Alabama by 2020 and, 
with this initial offering, 
Fixed Wireless Internet 
is available today in parts 
of rural communities 
throughout Alabama.”
 “'I am thankful for the 
leadership of our elected 
officials who work to 
ensure a pro-consumer 
business environment and 

am delighted the rural 
residents of Cullman 
County are among the first 
in the nation to access this 
innovative technology,” said 
Cherrie Haney, director of 
Cullman County Economic 
Development. 
 “‘The more than 5,300 
men and women who work 
for AT&T and call Alabama 
home, are proud to work 
with our local, state and 
federal leadership to provide 
the connectivity Alabama’s 
residents and businesses 
demand,” said Hargrove. 
“Through this innovative 

service, we are helping close 
the remaining connectivity 
gap in Alabama.”
 “The nine states where 
we have already launched 
service include Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and Louisiana. 
Additional states where 
we plan to launch this year 
are Arkansas, California, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Michigan, Ohio, Texas and 
Wisconsin. 
 “We will provide updates 
about additional availability 

Internet (from Front)

DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*All rebates applied, must have ‘99 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

NOW ONLY $42,995
STK#111849

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive 

SLT SLT Premium Plus Package

WAS $56,245

NOW ONLY $33,424
STK#188186

2017 BUICK LACROSSE 
FWD Premium

WAS $48,000

NOW ONLY $36,895
STK#255823
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WAS $30,725
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2017 GMC SIERRA 1500
Regular Cab Long Box 2-Wheel Drive

WAS $31,700

NOW ONLY $51,995
STK#407785

2017 GMC YUKON XL
2WD 4DR SLT

WAS $61,815

GET THE BEST NEW YEAR’S DEALS ONLY AT BILL SMITH BUICK GMC
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Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman County First

Pd. Pol. Adv by Corey Harbinson, PO Box 472, Cullman, AL 35056

On June 5, 
Re-elect 

Corey Harbison 
Alabama House of 

Representatives, District 12

As your state Representative, I fully support and 
appreciate local law enforcement leaders like

Sheriff Matt Gentry and their efforts to protect
and serve our community. 

The School Resource Officer programs are vital to 
prevention and response to issues facing our schools, 

and deserve stronger funding that I am
working to secure. 

I will work with our Police Chiefs, Sheriffs and 
Superintendents to support their efforts to provide

safe schools for our children.

Area students make 
Chancellor's List, Provost's List, 
graduate from Troy University
TROY – Troy University 
is pleased to announce 
students who have been 
named to the Chancellor's 
List for the spring semester 
and Term 4 of the 2017/2018 
academic year. 
	 Full-time undergraduate 
students who are registered 
for at least 12 semester 
hours and who earn a grade 
point average of 4.0 qualify 
for the Chancellor's List. 

Local residents who made 
the list include: 
•	 Josie Boyd, of Bremen
•	 Amanda Hines, of 
Cullman
•	 Kalle Killough, of 
Oneonta
•	 Madison Neal, of 
Oneonta 
•	 Emily Oden, of Cullman 
•	 Oakleigh White, of 
Cullman 
•	 Anthony Mami, of 
Cullman 

Troy University is pleased 
to announce students who 
have been named to the 

Provost's List for the spring 
semester and Term 4 of the 
2017/2018 academic year. 
	 Full-time undergraduate 
students who are registered 
for at least 12 semester 
hours and who have a grade 
point average of at least 3.65 
qualify for the Provost's 
List. 

Local residents who made 
the list include: 
•	 James Franklin, of 
Locust Fork 
•	 Savanna Blanchard, of 
Hanceville 
•	 Ashlen Jackson, of 
Altoona
•	 Eliya Knight, of Oneonta
•	 Andrew Kreps, of 
Hanceville
•	 Harper Puckett, of 
Cleveland
•	 Stevie Seaver, of Hayden
•	 Alexandria Soli, of 
Hayden 
•	 Hannah Wall, of Hayden
Troy University is proud 
to announce students who 
completed the requirements 
for graduation during the 
spring 2018 semester at the 
Troy Campus. 

Local residents who 
graduated include: 
•	 Daniel Moss, of Cullman, 
Bachelor of Science 
•	 Jessica Duke, of 
Falkville, Bachelor of 
Science 
•	 Chase Campbell, of 
Remlap, Bachelor of Science 
in Education 
•	 Emily Oden, of Cullman, 
Bachelor of Science 

About Troy University 
Troy University is a public, 
historic, international 
university with more 
than 145,000 alumni. 
Students choose TROY 
for its quality academic 
programs, reasonable costs 
and availability of financial 
aid, outstanding faculty, 
and flexible in-class and 
online class offerings. 
Students on the Troy 
campus enjoy a traditional 
college experience, while 
working adult students are 
the centers of attention 
at campuses in Dothan, 
Montgomery and Phenix 
City, as well as at locations 
around the world and 
online.

Matt Clower 
Contributor
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CULLMAN – Over the 
weekend, Rock the South 
threatened to triple 
Cullman’s population 
for two days.  With more 
than two-thirds of those 
people trying to squeeze 
themselves into one small 
plot of land, the city’s 
emergency services had 
their hands full.  The key to 
maintaining order, safety 
and the mental health of 
area law enforcement, fir, 
and EMS personnel was 
a unified command that 
brought all area agencies to 
one table and invited others 
to join.

Inside the command 
center
Heritage Park’s baseball 
complex announcers’ tower 
was turned into a multi-
agency command center, in 
which all of those entities 
involved in emergency 
services could not only 
share information quickly, 
but also literally sit down at 
the same table.  In one booth 
off the central work room, 
Cullman Police Department 
(CPD) staff communicated 
with nine different security 
teams in and around the 
park while constantly 
updating their specific 
locations on a large map. 
Cullman Fire Rescue (CFR) 
and Cullman Emergency 
Medical Services (CEMS) 
shared a booth, doing the 
same for medical personnel.  
In a third, Cullman County 
Emergency Management 
Agency (CEMA) and the 
National Weather Service 
(NWS) kept a close eye on 
weather conditions.
	 Using signage and 
landmarks, radio operators 
could dispatch medical or 
security teams to specific 
locations within the park 
quickly and accurately.  In 
the center, interagency 
communication was simple. 
While The Tribune was 
there, a security team called 
in a medical emergency; 
getting a medical team on 
the way was as easy as a CPD 
officer walking to the next 
booth to share information.
	 According to CFR 
Chief Brian Bradberry, the 
command center made for 
“a lot of good cooperation.  
It really helps when you’ve 
got the police right there; 
they can call us if they need 
help, and if we need help we 
holler at them.  And Phyllis 
(Little, CEMA director) 
over there: EMA’s been 
tremendous, too, and the 
National Weather Service. 
It’s a big deal, man!  I’m 
telling you, it really helps. 
I’ll tell you, it’s about as 
good as it gets when it comes 
to a unified command post.”

Agencies
Law enforcement
•	 Cullman Police 
Department (CPD)
•	 Cullman County 
Sheriff ’s Office (CCSO)
•	 Hanceville Police 
Department
•	 Guntersville Police 
Department
•	 Tuscaloosa Police 
Department
•	 University of Alabama 
Police Department
•	 Alabama Law 
Enforcement Agency 
(State Troopers) covered 
the south gate and posted 
officers around the large 
screen at the rear field.
•	 Cullman County 
Juvenile Probation was 
onsite to deal with issue 
involving minors.

All agencies combined to 
have approximately 100 
sworn officers at the event, 
plus civilian volunteers 
assisting with matters 
like water distribution.  

Officers from the five police 
departments and CCSO 
were divided into multi-
agency teams. Any officers 
working the event for the 
first time were placed with 
event veterans who were 
familiar with typical issues 
and the layout of Heritage 
Park.  No officers patrolled 
alone.
	 What most people didn’t 
see included K9 teams with 
bomb-sniffing dogs brought 
in ahead of opening times 
to walk the park and check 
for explosive devices.  And 
with the Las Vegas concert 
shooting still on everyone’s 
minds, authorities even 
had a two-agency counter 
sniper team present at the 
park.

Medical services
•	 Cullman Fire Rescue 
(CFR)
•	 Cullman EMS (CEMS)
•	 Huntsville EMS
•	 Alabama Department of 
Public Health
•	 Wallace State 
Community College 
paramedic program
•	 Cullman Regional 
•	 Regional Paramedical 
Services
•	 Air Evac Lifeteam

Bradberry said, “As always, 
I want to brag on the 
(Cullman Fire) department, 
but it takes a lot of different 
agencies to make this 
happen . . . Honestly, it’s just 
a big group effort.”

Other services
•	 Cullman Emergency 
Management Agency 
(CEMA)
•	 National Weather 
Service Huntsville (NWS)

A lightning strike within 
the 10-mile zone of concern 
around Heritage Park early 

Friday afternoon could have 
prompted an evacuation, 
but by studying live radar 
and satellite images on 
three computers in the 
command center, CEMA 
and NWS were able to 
determine that the storm 
was moving quickly away 
from Cullman.  Evacuation 
was unnecessary, and the 
event went on with only a 
short rain delay.
	 Police Chief Kenny 
Culpepper also commended 
the civilian volunteers who 
came and helped with water 
distribution and other 
support activities, as well 
as Freddie Day Catering 
who fed emergency services 
personnel at the command 
center over the two days.

By the numbers
Medical

Medical emergencies ran 
the gamut from minor 
to critical, with heat 
exhaustion being the 
primary culprit and alcohol-
related issues gaining 
ground in the evenings.  
Diabetic episodes, seizures 
and chest pains added to the 
count.
•	 375 patients received 
minor first aid onsite
•	 104 patients received 
treated onsite
•	 30 serious patients 
were transported to the 
emergency room

Law enforcement
Disorderly conduct 
accounted for the largest 
number of arrests and 
ejections, followed by 
public intoxication.
•	 8 arrests took place 
inside the venue on Friday, 

15 on Saturday, for a total of 
23 arrests inside Heritage 
Park.
•	 9 more arrests took 
place outside the venue; 
whether or not those arrests 
involved RTS patrons was 
unknown.
•	 Law enforcement 
ejected an unknown 
number of patrons; CPD 
personnel told The Tribune 
that, in the evenings, 
ejections were taking place 
one right after another.
•	 As to parking, and the 
clearing of parking areas 
at the ends of the evenings, 
CPD Lt. Jeff Warnke said, 
“Parking did really well, 
and the traffic plan worked 
really well, you know, so 
we got everybody out.  
Tuscaloosa PD’s here to 
help us, and they said that 
it was amazing, as fast as 

we cleared traffic out. They 
said they can’t do that at 
Bama during game day . . . 
They said, ‘Whatever it was, 
the way you’ve got it set up, 
worked.’”

Said Culpepper, “I was 
very, very pleased with 
the concert in general 
this year.  We feel like it 
was very successful, but 
it’s something that is a 
tremendous group effort, 
and I’d like to thank all 
the other agencies that 
contributed, on the law 
enforcement side especially 
. . . That many people with 
such a big effort, you have to 
have a group cooperation.  
In that way, we’re so 
appreciative, and they did 
a fantastic job, as did our 
officers--all the Cullman 
police officers.” 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

ALEA Sgt. Michael McBrayer, Guntersville Police Chief Jim 
Peterson and Cullman Police Chief Kenny Culpepper pose for a 
photograph outside the command center on Friday.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Rock the South after-action report
Emergency services had their hands full, but cooperation led to a smooth event



6  COMMUNITY MATTERS THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JUNE 5, 2018

FAIRVIEW – Retired U.S. 
Army Col. Donald Fallin, 
who is hiking the Appa-
lachian Trail from north 
Georgia to Maine to raise 
awareness and funds for 
the Johnny Mac Fund to 
support the education of 
children of fallen warriors, 
reached the 600-mile mark 
on the afternoon of Mon-
day, June 4.  From the trail, 
he texted The Tribune the 
above photo. 
	 Fallin completed 66 
miles in the week since he 
returned to the trail after 
coming home to Fairview 
Memorial Day weekend for 
his nephew’s graduation.
	 The Johnny Mac Fund 
was named for Col. John 
McHugh, who was killed by 
a suicide bomber in Afghan-
istan on May 18, 2010.  The 
West Point graduate and 
Army aviator left behind 
five children, who were aid-
ed in obtaining educations 
through a fundraising effort 
that became the Johnny 
Mac Fund.
	 While he was home, Fal-
lin told The Tribune about 
his journey, “So the thing 
that, I guess, resonates with 
me personally is it’s the 
opportunity to help those 
folks, because I think edu-
cation is the most import-
ant investment we can do in 
our country, because if you 
invest in our children and 

our citizens, then the return 
on that investment can’t be 
measured.  You can’t put a 
dollar amount on it.
	 “You know, education is 
the one thing that no one 
can take from you, and it 
just opens up the doors for 
the opportunities to live the 
American dream that we all 
strive for.”
	 The Tribune will be 
keeping up with Fallin until 
the completion of his hike, 
which is currently planned 
for late September.

Get involved
Fallin has established a 
crowdfunding campaign 
through Gofundme.com 
subsidiary Crowdrise for 
anyone who wishes to con-
tribute to the Johnny Mac 
Soldiers Fund.  Johnny Mac 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, and 
donations are tax deduct-
ible. To contribute or find 
out more, visit www.crow-
drise.com/o/en/campaign/
d o n s - a p p a l a c h i a n - t r a i l -
hike-for-the-johnny-mac-
soldiers-fund/donaldfal-
lin. So far, Fallin has raised 
right at $8,000.
	 For more information 
on the Johnny Mac Soldiers 
Fund, visit www.johnny-
mac.org.
	 For more of Fallin’s story, 
see www.cullmantribune.
com/articles/2018/05/26/
d e c o r a t e d - f a i r v i e w- v e t -
e r a n - h i k i n g - a p p a l a -
chian-trail-children-fall-
en-soldiers. 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Update: Fairview veteran reaches 
600-mile mark on Appalachian Trail

Funeral service for Helen Drake, 74 

of Cullman, will be at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, 

June 5, 2018 at Cullman Heritage Funeral 

Home. Cullman Heritage Funeral Home 

is in charge of arrangements. Ms. Drake 

passed away on Sunday, June 3, 2018. She 

was born August 19, 1943 in Arkansas to 

Howard Ray and Doris Louise Taylor. 

She is preceded in death by her parents, 

and a son, Jeff Simmons. Survivors 

include her children; Tony (Tammy) 

Simmons and Bridget (Marc) Aplin, 

granddaughters; Whitney Simmons, 

Courtney (Jacob) Morton, and Sydney 

Taylor, great grandchildren, Wyatt, 

Iris, and Elyan Morton, sisters; Jaine 

Sutherland and Brenda (Rick) Chappell, 

and a host of aunts, nieces, nephews, and 

cousins. Visitation will be from 5 p.m. 

until 6 p.m. on Tuesday, June 5, 2018 

at Cullman Heritage Funeral Home.

Funeral services for Mr. Joe Thomas 

Smith, 83, of Cullman are Tuesday, June 

5, 2018 at 1:30 p.m. at Cullman Funeral 

Home, Rev. Steve Rodgers officiating, 

with interment in Cullman City 

Cemetery.  Visitation on Monday from 6 

p.m. until 8 p.m. Cullman Funeral Home 

directing. Mr. Smith passed away on 

Saturday, June 2, 2018. He was preceded 

in death by his parents, Joe Wheeler 

Smith and Clercie Calvert Smith; 

brother, Fred Smith and sister, Gaynell 

Farley. He is survived by his wife, Jerrie 

Glover Smith; sons, Danny Smith and 

Darrin Smith; daughters, Donna Miller 

and Dana Link; step daughter, Denise 

Glover Blackmon; sister, Nelda Beasley; 

nine grandchildren; nineteen great 

grandchildren; two step grandchildren 

and three step great grandchildren.

Memorial service for Rudolph John 

Plodzien, age 60 of Vinemont, will be 

at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, June 6, 2018 at 

Cullman Heritage Funeral Home Chapel. 

Cullman Heritage Funeral Home is in 

charge of arrangements. Mr. Plodzien 

passed away on Friday, June 01, 2018 at 

his residence. He was born, October 18, 

1957 in Michigan to Rudolph Alexander 

Plodzien and Catherine Reinheart. He 

is preceded in death by his parents and 

Michael Plodzien. Survivors include 

his, daughters, Tina (Antonio) Hawkins 

and Tabitha Terry Karp, son, Steven 

(Amber) Hensley, grandchildren, Payten 

Parson, Jada Hawkins, Jayla Hawkins, 

AJ Hawkins, Autumn Herd, Brittany 

Baldes, Mark Baldes, and Elizabeth 

Baldes, sister, Paula Hoover, brothers, 

Tommy Plodzien and Johnny Plodzien 

and a host of family and friends.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
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Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
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Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Obituary Announcements: June 5- 6

Col. Donald Fallin reached the 600-mile mark on the 
Appalachian Trail on the afternoon of Monday, June 4.

DONALD FALLIN
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CULLMAN – The Cull-
man Area Mental Health 
Foundation on Monday 
announced the upcoming 
establishment of the Ste-
phen K. Griffith Memorial 
Fund. The Griffith family is 
establishing the fund with 
an initial gift of $25,000 to 
the Cullman Area Mental 
Health Foundation. A for-
mal check presentation will 
take place Wednesday, June 
6, 2018 at 10 a.m. at Well-
Stone Cullman (1909 Com-
merce Ave NW Cullman, AL 
35056).
	 The memorial fund is 
being created in memory 
of Cullman attorney and 
community leader Stephen 
K. Griffith. The Stephen K. 
Griffith Fund will support 
the increased availability 
of mental health services in 
Cullman County.  
	 Cullman Area Mental 
Health Foundation Trea-
surer and WellStone Chief 
Operating Officer Chris Van 
Dyke shared, “Steve Griffith 
was and still is incredibly 
respected by our communi-
ty. His death was a tragedy 
that will not be forgotten. 
The Cullman Area Mental 
Health Foundation Board 

of Directors has the distinct 
privilege to help the Griffith 
family establish and grow a 
memorial fund in his honor. 
We deeply appreciate the 
Griffith family’s generosity 
and their vision to invest 
in preventative services for 
the Cullman community.”  
	 Van Dyke continued, 
“WellStone and the Cull-
man Area Mental Health 
Foundation are leading a lo-
cal coalition to plan for long 
term expansion of treat-
ment availability, with the 
ultimate goal of providing 
local, 24/7 access to care for 
those facing mental health 
issues and acute crises.”  
	 The Cullman Area Men-
tal Health Foundation en-
courages the community to 
contribute to the Stephen 
K. Griffith Memorial Fund 
to honor Griffith and his 
family as well as to help ex-
pand mental health services 
in Cullman County.  Cull-
man Area Mental Health 
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization. All 
donations are tax-deduct-
ible. 

Donations can be made 
to:
Stephen K. Griffith Memo-
rial Fund
c/o Cullman Area Mental 

Health Foundation 
P.O. Box 2186
Cullman AL, 35056

From The Tribune:
Griffith died at his home on 
July 17, 2017 after an assail-
ant entered the residence 
and attacked him. 
	 During a press confer-
ence the next day, Cullman 
County Sheriff Matt Gen-
try said, “This is a subject 
that we’ve talked about 
many times. It’s a subject 
that makes me angry to talk 
about, and that’s mental ill-
ness. What we have identi-
fied (is) that in 1997, there 
was a case involving (the as-
sailant) Mr. Walker, and for 
the last decade he believed 
that the victim had a part to 
play in a case that he was in-
volved in.
	 "We’ve identified that 
Mr. Walker had mental is-
sues. Mr. Walker became 
infatuated with Mr. Grif-
fith, even though they had 
no connection. There was 
no connection between 
the two. And yesterday, 
that mental illness led Mr. 
Walker to Mr. Griffith’s res-
idence, in which he took his 
life. In Mr. Walker’s mental 
state, he believed there was 
a connection. There was 
not.”

Kallie Butler
WellStone

Griffith family to establish 
fund for mental health services

Stephen K. Griffith
GRIFFITH, LOWRY & MEHERG

CULLMAN – Walgreens 
management confirmed 
Monday afternoon that 
both Cullman Rite Aid lo-
cations will be permanently 
closing this month. No offi-
cial confirmation was given 
on the exact date of the clo-
sures. 
	 A press release from the 
Rite Aid Corporation on 
March 5, 2018 said that the 
company had transferred 
1,651 stores and related as-
sets to WBA (Walgreens 
Boots Alliance) and had re-
ceived cash proceeds of $3.6 
billion.
	 It said WBA would pur-
chase a total of 1,932 stores, 
three distribution centers 
and related inventory from 
Rite Aid for an all-cash pur-
chase price of $4.4 billion. 
	 The transfer of those 
stores to Walgreens was ex-
pected to be complete “in 
the spring of 2018.”
	 “We are always disap-
pointed to hear that one of 
our corporate citizens who 
has been in the communi-
ty for many years has an-
nounced a closure.
	 "It not only affects 
the employees, but it af-
fects many of our citizens 
who turn to them daily for 
household supplies, make 
up, and especially pre-
scriptions,” said Cullman 
Economic Development 
Agency Retail Development 
Manager Susan Eller. 
	 “However, we have great 
options in the community 
with locally-owned and na-
tional pharmacies that will 
be able to step in and help 
these citizens overcome 
this inconvenience.  
	 “These closures will 
leave an empty slot in two 
centers; they are both nice 
sized stores that offer a 
great location and easy ac-
cess.
	 "There is a lot of interest 
in Cullman at this time and 
I don’t see either of these 
spaces staying empty for 
very long.” 
	 Cullman Rite Aid phar-
macy customers should 
contact the store about 

having prescriptions trans-
ferred to Walgreens, ac-
cording to a voice mail re-

cording from Rite Aid.
	 Calls to the corporate 
offices of both Walgreens 

and Rite Aid have not been 
returned. 
	 The Cullman stores are 

located at 1606 Second Ave. 
SW and 715 Cullman Shop-
ping Center NW (next to 

Five Below).

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

Both Cullman Rite Aid stores to close this month

Rite Aid on the south side of Cullman, located at 1606 Second Ave. SW, seen here on June 4, 2018
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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“I was elected to the Cullman City Council 
in 2004. In 2008, I was elected President of 
the City Council and still hold that position 
today. No longer was it ‘What can I do to 
make Cullman better?', It became ‘What 
can WE do to make Cullman better?”
Our primary objective was to build 
up the city to make it the best place 
for its citizens to live, work, play and 
worship. We’ve seen unprecedented 
economic growth from 2004-2018, surviving the recession 
of 2008 and rebuilding after the 2011 tornadoes. 
We invested back into our community continuously, improving 
the quality of life, and empowering all citizens to care a 
little more, work together a little more, and to believe a little 
more until our aspirations started to meet our achievements!
This campaign is no different than my story above. It’s going to take hard 
work, determination, and honest, open conversation, but I believe that 
together, we can make District 4 a Powerhouse in Alabama, in which 
all other communities are able to look at for a blueprint for success!”

– Garlan Gudger

Remember to cast your ballot for a man who cares as much for your 
community as you do your own. Vote Garlan Gudger for Alabama 

Senate District 4, which includes Cullman County, most of Lawrence 
County, and portions of Marion and Winston Counties, on June 5.

VOTE GUDGER 
JUNE 5, 2018!

Paid for by Gudger for Senate
314 2nd Ave SE, Cullman, AL 35055, United States

Garlan Gudger for State Senate © 2018. All Rights Reserved.

ELECT GARLAN GUDGER FOR 
ALABAMA STATE SENATE DISTRICT 4

P R OV E N  ACCO U N TA B I L I T Y

RE-ELECT
TAMMY BROWN

PROBATE JUDGE

H  Fair and impartial
H Results driven
H Committed to excellence  

Most days as your Probate Judge I feel like a referee. Most cases have two 
parties involved with lawyers representing each side. It’s my job to apply the 
appropriate law, statute or regulation to each case with the facts that have been 
presented. Just as referees cannot make all the athletes, coaches or players 
involved in a game happy, sometimes I cannot make everyone happy either. 
But what gives me pride in my work is knowing that I am fair and impartial with 
all the parties involved. In the referee’s life there is always a critic — that fan or 
parent who has never played the sport but thinks they know better. In my case, 
my opponent has no training or experience with probate law, yet she thinks 
she can reinvent the system, ignore state and federal statutes, and find funding 
that is not there. Well, just as the referee cannot make everyone happy, the 
Probate Judge of Cullman County cannot create a Utopian society that satisfies 
everyone’s desires. But what I can do is ensure fairness and impartiality for 
every case I am presented with while serving as your Probate Judge. 

Paid  po l i t i ca l  adver t i sement  by  Tammy Brown,  P.O.  Box  177,  Cu l lman,  A labama 35056.

Tammy
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