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Colony 
raffling 
handmade 
quilt for 
senior center

TOWN OF COLONY

COLONY – On Saturday, Sept. 1, the Town of Colony will raffle 
a handmade king size quilt to benefit the town’s senior center.  
The quilt is a double wedding ring pattern, handmade by Colo-
ny resident Precious Harris. 
	 The drawing will be held on Saturday, Sept. 1, 2018.  You do 
not need to be present; winners will be notified by phone.
	 Raffle tickets are on sale now for $1.  Get them at the Colony 
Senior Center, or call 256-287-1491.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

CULLMAN – The Cullman County Animal Shelter’s Donna 
Ruttkay introduces us to The Cullman Tribune’s Pet of the 
Week:
	 Eddy the Beagle is approximately 4 years old.  He’s a medi-
um-energy pet who could be a wonderful comfort/companion/
therapy dog.  He likes getting outside and enjoys cooling off 
in a kiddie pool when the day gets hot.  If you appreciate the 
distinctive bay of a beagle, Eddy’s, according to Ruttkay, “is as 
smooth as an opera singer's voice, will warm your heart.”
	 Animal shelter staff and volunteers work with their dogs to 
make sure they are accustomed to being around people, walk-
ing on a leash and practicing good behavior.  Several of the 
shelter’s dogs have even been “hired” to work as special needs 
service dogs.
	 Eddy’s adoption fee is $90, which includes: DHLPP vaccine, 
Bordetella vaccines, rabies vaccine, wormer, general exam at 
the vet, neutering, microchip, free 45-day health insurance 
policy issued by 24PetWatch (with valid email only) and a free 
bag of food from Cullman Pet Depot (you must pay sales tax).
	 Please consider adopting to give a rescued pet a chance at a 
happy and healthy life.
	 Contact the Cullman County Animal Shelter at 256-734-
5448 or visit them at 935 Convent Road NE. Reach them by 
email at cullmancountyanimalshelter@gmail.com.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Pet of the Week: Eddy the Beagle 
looking for his forever home

ONEONTA – Wallace 
State Community College 
this week announced the 
appointment of Wesley 
(Wes) Rakestraw, of Holly 
Pond, as interim director 
of Wallace State’s Oneonta 
Campus Center.  He takes 
over the position follow-
ing the retirement of Dr. 
Kelley Jones, who served 
as the director since the 
opening of the Oneonta 
campus in 2016.
	 Rakestraw joined Wal-
lace State in 1993 as a bi-
ology Instructor.  More 
recently, he served as the 
division chair of Natural 
Sciences.
	 He obtained his Bach-
elor of Science in Wildlife 
Biology and his Master 
of Science in Zoological 
Studies from Auburn Uni-
versity.
	 He has played an in-
strumental role in a 
number of Wallace State 
initiatives, including 
Learning Communities 
and the Pathways project, 
designed to streamline 
students’ paths to com-
pletion. He also serves on 
the President’s Leadership 
Council.
	 “I’m thrilled to be here 
in Oneonta,” Rakestraw 
said.  “Everyone in the 
community has been so 
welcoming and positive.”
	 Rakestraw is expected 
to oversee the completion 
of the new building for 
Wallace State’s Oneonta 

campus in downtown One-
onta, slated for mid-2019.
	 "The new building is 
progressing nicely,” he 
said.  It will contain aca-
demic classrooms as well 
as enrollment services 
and administrative offices, 
while the existing building 
will be converted to class-
rooms and labs for applied 

technology and health pro-
grams. 
	 Four new welding sta-
tions have been installed 
in the original facility to 
meet demand, bringing the 
total up to 14.”
	 Rakestraw is married 
to Donnette, his wife of 25 
years.
	 He welcomes students 

to stop by the Oneonta 
campus to meet him and 
learn more about register-
ing for fall semester.
	 Registration is cur-
rently underway for fall 
semester at Wallace State.  
Classes begin August 15.  
For more information, vis-
it www.wallacestate.edu or 
call 205-625-4020.

Kristen Holmes
WSCC

EDUCATION

Holly Pond’s Wes Rakestraw appointed interim 
director of Wallace State’s Oneonta campus

BUSINESS

Ashley Mercantile, ‘modern 
day general store,’ coming 
to Warehouse District

Wes Rakestraw
WSCC
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CRIME

3 separate 
drug busts net 
total of almost 
127 grams 
of meth, 124 
pills, $5K
CULLMAN – The Cullman 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
(CCSO) last Thursday 
through Saturday arrested 
three suspects, netting 
almost 127 grams of 
methamphetamine, 124 
hydrocodone pills and 
$5,000. 
	 According to a media 
release from the CCSO, 
deputies on patrol in New 
Canaan on Saturday, June 
30 noticed a suspicious 
vehicle at a storage unit on 
U.S. Highway 231.
	 Upon stopping to 
investigate, a deputy 
discovered a domestic 
incident was occurring. 
	 While obtaining 
identification, the suspect, 
Chasidy Nicole Kirkland, 
38, of Arab fled in a 2007 
Ford Mustang. 
	 The sheriff ’s office said a 
short chase ensued, ending 
in Blount County, where 
Kirkland was arrested.  

During the chase, deputies 
allegedly witnessed 
Kirkland throw a black bag 
from the vehicle.
	 The CCSO said the bag 
was recovered off Hwy. 
231 and contained “a large 
amount of meth.”  
	 Kirkland’s arrest 
led to the seizure of 
approximately 27 grams of 
meth, $4,680 and 123-and-a 
half hydrocodone pills. 
	 Kirkland was charged 
with trafficking in illegal 
drugs, possession with 
intent to distribute a 
controlled substance, 
reckless endangerment and 
attempting to elude.
	 She is currently being 
held in the Cullman County 
Detention Center on a 
$656,000 bond.
	 In a separate incident, 
Cullman County school 
resource deputies 
patrolling in the Trimble 
area on Friday, June 29 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the corner of County Roads 
222 and 310.

	 The deputies arrested 
Daniel Wayne Peek, 32, of 
Cullman after allegedly 
discovering approximately 
50 grams of meth hidden in 
his vehicle. 
	 Peek was charged 
with trafficking in 
methamphetamine. He has 
since been released.	
	 In a third separate 
incident, the Cullman 
County Narcotics 
Enforcement Team (CNET) 
conducted a traffic stop at 
the corner of County Roads 
222 and 813 on Thursday, 
June 28 after the driver 
committed multiple traffic 
violations.
	 More than 50 grams 
of meth were allegedly 
discovered in the vehicle, 
belonging to Kristy Michelle 
Self, 42, of Bremen.
	 Self was charged 
with trafficking in 
methamphetamine. She has 
since been released. 
	 “I think this is a blow 
to those who are selling 
meth here in Cullman 

County. This is a good 
amount of meth and cash 
that was taken out of our 
communities.
	 "We are sending a 
message: if you sell in 
Cullman County, you will be 
arrested,” said Sheriff Matt 
Gentry.
	 “I would also like to 
commend the fine job all 
our deputies did, and are 
doing, plus the long hours 
they put in to make Cullman 
County a special place to 
live and raise a family.

CULLMAN – Last week, 
Andrew Jacob Maresh and 
Tyler Stephen Hudson, who 
have been charged with 
the murder of Hartselle 
resident Daniel Ray Osborn 
II, applied for Youthful 
Offender (YO) status with 
the Cullman County Circuit 
Court.  At the time of their 
arrests, Maresh was 19 and 
Hudson was 20.
	 Osborn’s body was found 
buried on the property 
of Susan Winton Smith, 
Maresh’s grandmother, on 
March 26, 2018.
	 Hudson, of Baileyton, 
and Maresh, of Hartselle, 
were arrested and charged 
with murder that same 
night.
	 Authorities recovered 
the body of Osborn, who 
had last been seen by his 
family on Feb. 3, 2018, from 
Smith’s property on County 
Road 1534 in the Fairview 
community.
	 Court documents 
revealed that Osborn died 

of a gunshot wound to the 
back of his head.
	 Defendants who are 
younger than 21 at the time 
of the offense with which 
they are charged can qualify 
for YO status, but courts 
have discretion in their 
decisions under Alabama 
Code Section 15-19-1. 
	 YO status focuses 
on rehabilitation of the 
offender, and keeps the 
crime off the offender’s 
public record, even in the 
case of a conviction. 

According to information 
available on the website 
of Birmingham law 
firm Bradford Ladner, 
the investigation into 
a YO request will often 
consider the defendant’s:
•	 prior contact with the 
criminal justice system
•	 age
•	 maturity
•	 family relationships
•	 role in the offense
•	 seriousness of the 
	 offense
•	 school attendance and 
	 history

•	 potential for 
	 rehabilitation
•	 community ties

If the defendant qualifies 
as a YO, the penalties of 
a guilty verdict can be 
significantly reduced, 
with prison sentences 
not to exceed three years.  
Alabama Code Section 15-
19-6 states that:
(a) If a person is adjudged 
a youthful offender and 
the underlying charge is a 
felony, the court shall:
(1) Suspend the imposition 
or execution of sentence 
with or without probation;
(2) Place the defendant on 
probation for a period not 
to exceed three years;
(3) Impose a fine as 
provided by law for the 
offense with or without 
probation or commitment;
(4) Commit the defendant 
to the custody of the Board 
of Corrections for a term of 
three years or a lesser term.
( b) Where a sentence of fine 
is not otherwise authorized 
by law, then, in lieu of or 
in addition to any of the 

dispositions authorized 
in this section, the court 
may impose a fine of not 
more than $1,000.00. In 
imposing a fine the court 
may authorize its payment 
in installments.
(c) In placing a defendant 
on probation, the court 
shall direct that he be placed 
under the supervision of 
the appropriate probation 
agency.
(d) If the underlying 
charge is a misdemeanor, a 
person adjudged a youthful 
offender may be given 
correctional treatment as 
provided by law for such 
misdemeanor.

Review of other Alabama 
murder cases
Statistically, murder 
defendants don’t tend to have 
good luck with applications 
for YO status, though they 
will occasionally get their 
wish.
•	 In June 2018, 20-year-
old capital murder 
defendant Harold Wallace, 
Jr. was denied YO status in 

Mobile.  No specific reason 
was given.
•	 In April 2018, 18-year-
old murder defendant 
Darrian Bryant was denied 
YO status in Jefferson Co.  
The reported noted that 
Bryant was a member of a 
gang responsible for a string 
of recent car burglaries.
•	 In March 2018, murder 
defendant Thomonta 
Martenez Jones was denied 
YO status in a 2016 murder 
case in Enterprise.  The 
seriousness of the crime 
was cited as the primary 
reason.
•	 In 2017, 18-year-old 
Jackson Co. Hank Blizzard 
admitted, not only to killing 
another local resident, but 
also to planning the crime 
ahead of time.  He then 
applied for YO status, which 
was denied.
•	 In 2016, 21-year-old (20 
at the time of the offense) 
murder suspect Loren 
Daniel Bunner was initially 
granted YO status in Clay 
Co., but later the state 
moved to have it revoked.  
The judge reviewing the 

motion said that Bunner 
should not have been 
granted YO status to begin 
with, but also that the state 
waited too long to make the 
request. His YO status was 
maintained. 
•	 In 2016, 19-year-old 
capital murder/robbery 
defendant Roderick King 
was denied YO status 
in Jefferson Co.  Court 
officials cited a previous 
criminal record and the 
seriousness of the murder 
charge as factors.

Maresh and Hudson 
hearing date set
Maresh and Hudson are 
scheduled for hearings 
before Circuit Judge 
Martha Williams on Aug. 14, 
to determine if they qualify 
for YO status.

Smith, 66, is facing charges 
of murder and first-degree 
hindering prosecution. She 
has been released on bond. 
	 Maresh and Hudson 
remain incarcerated in the 
Cullman County Detention 
Center.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

CRIME

Suspects in Daniel Osborn murder 
seeking youthful offender status

Tyler Hudson, left, and Andrew Maresh, right, were arrested and charged with the murder of Daniel Ray Osborn 
II, center, after Osborn’s body was found buried behind the Fairview home of Maresh’s grandmother.

OSBORN’S PHOTO COURTESY OF FACEBOOK; MUGSHOTS COURTESY OF THE CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

Left to right: Chasidy Kirkland, Daniel Peek and Kristy Self
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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	 Hydromorphone, a drug commonly used in hospital emergency rooms 
for people with migraine is substantially less effective than an alternate 
drug and should not be used as a first-choice treatment, according to 
a study published in Neurology, the medical journal of the American 
Academy of Neurology. The study found that the drug prochlorperazine, 
given along with the drug diphenhydramine to prevent the side effect 
of restlessness, was superior to hydromorphone. Prochlorperazine is 
a type of drug called a dopamine antagonist. It blocks the release of 
dopamine, which is one of the many chemical messengers in the brain. 

The drugs were all given intravenously.
***

	 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration recently approved Luxturna 
(voretigene neparvovecrzyle), a new gene therapy, to treat children 
and adult patients with an inherited form of vision loss that may result 
in blindness. Luxturna is the first directly administered gene therapy 
approved in the United States that targets a disease caused by mutations 

in a specific gene.
***

	 A combination of two antibiotics is often prescribed to treat 
commonly-acquired pneumonia in children, but a JAMA Pediatrics 
study is now showing that using just one of the two has the same 
benefit to patients in most cases. Researchers reported that amoxicillin 
alone, rather than combined with azithromycin, is just as effective and 
a better choice as it relates to efforts to curb antibiotic resistance. One 
of the most commonly used antibiotics in pediatrics, azithromycin was 
prescribed to 12.2 million outpatients in 2013 and accounted for almost 
20 percent of all antibiotic prescriptions for children in the United 

States ambulatory setting.
***

Presented as a service to the community by
Hospital Discount Pharmacy.

BAILEYTON – On Monday 
evening, the Baileyton 
Town Council held its 
regular meeting, dealing 
with a question over use of a 
bus acquired for use by the 
senior center.  
	 According to the terms 
of the Alabama Department 
of Transportation (ALDOT) 
grant that allowed Baileyton 
to get the bus, as reported to 
town clerk Patricia Gilbert, 
the Town must send three 
people to Montgomery 
next week or Mobile the 
following week for training.  
	 The Town received 
notice of the class Monday, 
and as of that evening, 
Mayor Johnny Dyar had 
only one person available to 

attend.
	 After discussion, 
Gilbert was directed to 
contact ALDOT to ask if 
the Town could send the 
one representative, and to 
determine what impact this 
might have on the Town’s 
use of the bus under the 
grant.

The council approved 
motions to:
•	 Renew the Town’s 
contract with AT&T for 
services to town residents.
•	 Purchase a new lawn 
mower and powered hedge 
clipper.  The clipper will 
replace one privately owned 
and damaged while on loan 
to the Town.
•	 Make a counter offer 
on multiline equipment 

in the Town’s possession.  
The Town received a 
$3,800 offer but voted to 
counter with $5,000 at 
Dyar’s recommendation.  
The equipment was left by 
a former tenant, and the 
funds will be applied the 
tenant’s outstanding $7,000 
debt to the Town.
•	 Renew the lease for the 
medical clinic adjacent to 
town hall for another year.  
The council also discussed 
the possibility of allowing 
the current town hall to be 
used as storage space for the 
clinic when the new town 
hall is complete.

During his report, Dyar 
talked about conditions 
at the park, sharing that 
recent windstorms had left 

conditions there worse than 
he thought. 
	 He and Bobby Walker 
spent much of Monday 
gathering and burning 
limbs and other debris to 
help clean up the grounds.
	 He also mentioned 
a possible candidate for 
contract help with town 
maintenance work but 
said that the candidate’s 
performance with heavy 
equipment like the backhoe 
needed further review 
before a decision could be 
made.

The Baileyton Town 
Council meets on the first 
Monday of each month at 
7 p.m. at Baileyton Town 
Hall.  The public is invited 
to attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Baileyton Town 
Council faces challenge 
over senior center bus

HOLLY POND – The 
Holly Pond Town Council 
discussed leveling and 
resurfacing projects for 
several roads during its 
monthly meeting this week. 
	 Mayor Bill Oliver and 
the council members are 
still determining which 
roads are in the worst shape 
and need to be prioritized, 
but the council authorized 

Oliver to begin getting 
prices on materials. 
	 Street lights were also 
discussed. According to 
reports from one of the 
council members, there 
are several lights in need 
of replacement or repair, 
and the rest of the council, 
along with Oliver, agreed 
to start looking into 
options to make necessary 
improvements. 
	 A pair of Holly Pond 
residents were on-hand 

at the meeting to raise 
concerns over Brooklyn 
Road.
	 They are concerned 
about speeding on the road 
and the safety hazards that 
come with that.
	 The Town opted to place 
rumble strips on the road in 
the past to encourage people 
to slow down, but they have 
not been effective up to this 
point and the noise of the 
strips has become an issue 
for the residents near them.

	 The council agreed to 
explore further actions it 
can take to fix the problem. 
	 The council also voted to 
renew the Town’s franchise 
agreement with AT&T after 
checking that the amount 
matches up with the other 
municipalities’ agreements. 

The Holly Pond Town 
Council will hold its next 
meeting on Monday, Aug. 
6 at 7 p.m. in the Guy Hunt 
Library conference room. 

Holly Pond talks paving, lights, Brooklyn Road
Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

VINEMONT – An elderly 
Vinemont husband and wife 
died following a head-on 
collision on U.S. Highway 31 
North in Vinemont Monday 
afternoon.
	 Cullman County 
Coroner Jeremy L. 
Kilpatrick said Alma Nail 
Hyatt, 84, was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Her 
husband, Shirell Clyde 
Hyatt, 90, succumbed to 
his injuries while being 
transported to Huntsville 
Hospital by ambulance.

	 The two-vehicle wreck 
happened in the 19000 
block of Hwy. 31 North, just 
north of County Road 1343 
at approximately 2:30 p.m.
	 Alabama State Troopers 
said the Hyatts were 
traveling in a 2002 Honda 
Accord and were struck by a 
2015 Ford Mustang, driven 
by Dalton Edward Wade, 20, 
of Gardendale, head on.
	 Troopers said all three 
were wearing their seatbelts 
at the time of the crash. 
Wade was not injured.
	 The Hyatts were 
longtime owners of Hyatt's 
Restaurant in Cullman.

Elderly couple 
dies following 
Vinemont wreck 
Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Keith and Hoagy Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale - Thursday 8:30 a.m. 

Protect your family today.
Call Kim for a Free Security System quote!

1 2 1 5 2 n d A v e N W C u l l m a n • L O C A L P E O P L E , L O C A L C O M P A N Y, S I N C E 1 9 7 2

256-739-0224
Cell (256) 708-4733

ktrelles@adssecurity.com

Local People, Local Company

AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 
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For All Your Tire Needs
Conventional and Performance Tires

In that we were sinners Christ died for us. -Romans 5:8

COLLEGE TIRE | 256-352-2221

“The history of free men
Is never really written
By chance but choice;

Their choice!”
– Dwight D. Eisenhower –

10% off 
Singles, Pairs & 
Like New Sets

25% off 
Med. Grade 

Sets of 4

SALES 
SPECIALS 

FROM JULY 
2 - 7

Smith Lake Park Fireworks Festival
CULLMAN – Arguably 
the most coveted business 
location in town, the 
Warehouse District, is set to 
be the home of a new local 
business. Ashley Mercantile 
aims to be open for business 
by the second Friday in 
August as a unique jewel 
in the crown of Cullman’s 
prime business district. It 
will occupy the space left 
vacant by Rumor’s Deli.
	 Owner Ryne Ashley 
describes the essence of 
the store’s uniqueness, 
sharing, “We like to think of 
ourselves as a modern day 
general store! We will have 
something for everyone!” 
	 Ashley is no newcomer 
when it comes to business. 
He has worked with his 
father for more than 19 
years at the Hospital 

Discount Pharmacy East, 
located in the East Point 
Shopping Center.
	 However, this will be 
Ashley’s first business 
venture on his own. 
	 Said Ashley, “I’m ready 
to take the next step with 
me and my wife on our 
own.”
	 The Tribune spoke with 
Ashley to better understand 
what exactly Cullman 
shoppers can expect from 
his new store. 
	 As to what will make his 
store so unique, he shared, 
“We try to carry items from 
the state. If not in the state, 
everything is made and 
processed in the United 
States.” 
	 Not only will the store 
be comprised of mostly 
Alabama-made goods, but 
the goods sold in the store 
will be “handmade and 
heirloom-grade.” Ashley 

said the store will have 
scores of quality goods and 
a vintage feel. 
	 Not only does Ashley aim 
to offer quality goods, but 
goods that are affordable. 
	 Ashley estimates that 
70 percent of the store’s 
inventory will be priced less 
than $35.
	 This gives Ashley hope 
that his store will bring 
people from all backgrounds 
to the District. 
	 He said that, from 
personal experience, some 
people in the community 
feel that the district is not 
an affordable area to shop. 
	 “We want the perception 
of the Wearhouse District to 
change,” he said, “We want 
people to feel like they can 
afford to shop there.” 

Find out more at 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
ashleymercantile2018.

Store (from Front)

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

Andrew Cryer
Tribune Correspondent

Frankie Daniel, the first-place winner of the Smith Lake Park 
Fireworks Festival Golf Cart Parade, poses with his patriotically 
decorated cart before the parade at Smith Lake Park. 

HAYDEN HYATT

Sandy Holsomback and her dog ride in a golf cart 
during the Smith Lake Park Fireworks Festival 
Golf Cart Parade at Smith Lake Park.

HAYDEN HYATT
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Victoria’s Hope growing quickly; fundraiser this Saturday

Hospice of Cullman County, Inc. MEGA CASH Draw Down set for July 26

GOOD HOPE – Only 
about two months in, and 
Victoria’s Hope is moving 
forward fast.  The charity, 
which Good Hope Primary 
School teacher April 
German started to serve 
single parents, has found 
enough support in the 
Good Hope and Cullman 
communities to expand its 
offerings to include back-
to-school help for kids, 
and to run out of room at 
its current rented storage 
facility.
	 German talked to The 
Tribune about how things 
are going.
	 “It’s doing great!  
Donations have just been 
flooding in, of clothing 
and even household items.  

We’ve actually got a few 
monetary donations. That 
was wonderful; I wasn’t 
expecting it.  So I’ve 
opened an account just for 
Victoria’s Hope. 
	 “And then we raised 
about $300 at Bubble 
Gum and Blue Jeans last 
weekend, doing a $5 bag 
sale.  She donated all of that 
to Victoria’s Hope, so I was 
able to shop this weekend 
and get some of the sizes 
that we didn’t have a lot of, 
that were in need, and some 
children’s clothes.
	 “And I also have started 
out with one lady wanting 
to sponsor two children 
and buy all their school 
supplies, their school 
clothes, their backpacks 
and their lunchboxes. 
	 "And when I let people 
know that I was looking for 

two children for that, I had 
two more people volunteer 
to do the same thing. So 
now, we have four children 
that these special people 
are going to take care of 
for back to school, where 
their mother isn’t going to 
have to worry about getting 
anything for them.  
	 “I’ve just been so 
moved by everybody in the 
community that’s reached 
out.”

Looking for a place
After the fundraising 
event at Bubble Gum and 
Blue Jeans, according to 
German, “We were able to 
now rent a storage building 
to store our stuff. 
	 "But now we’re 
overflowing in the storage 
building! So we’re trying 
to find a building or a 

church, or something that 
someone’s not using, you 
know.  Praying for that. 
Maybe that will come soon, 
because we have gotten so 
many donations, and it’s--I 
can barely close the storage 
building door, now.”
	 German is seeking the 
use of a small freestanding 
building, or dedicated space 
within a larger structure, 
both to use for storage and 
to set up a boutique-style 
space where clients can 
“shop” for things they need.

Fundraising and donation 
drive
Victoria’s Hope has added 
another drop-off location 
for regular donations.  
In addition to Younique 
Sophistication Boutique, 
105 Second Ave. SE in 
Cullman, donations can 

now also be brought to 
Bubble Gum and Blue Jeans, 
400 Fifth St. SW Suite A in 
Cullman.
	 Victoria’s Hope will put 
on a car wash at Good Hope 
Grocery, 2253 County Road 
437, this Saturday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  Members will 
wash cars for donations of 
money, clothing or school 
supplies and will also be 
selling lemonade. Since 
the organization is a small, 
mostly family, any students 
or church youth groups who 
would like to get in a little 
community service are 
encouraged to come by and 
volunteer.
	 The organization is 
also currently sponsoring a 
school supply drive, asking 
for donations of crayons, 
pencils, Fiskars scissors, 
pencil pouches, glue sticks 

and that indispensable 
classroom staple, Germ-X, 
among other items.  School 
supplies can be dropped off 
at both regular donation 
locations, plus the Good 
Hope Dollar General, 31 
Megan Lane.
	 German is still in 
the process of securing 
nonprofit status for 
Victoria’s Hope; that will 
allow donations to be tax 
deductible.

For more information, 
visit www.facebook.com/
vickishope42018/ or email 
hopevictorias@yahoo.com. 

Background: www.
c u l l m a n t r i b u n e . c o m /
a r t i c l e s / 2 0 1 8 / 0 6 / 2 6 /
victoria-s-hope-new-area-
c h a r i t y - s e r v e s - s i n g l e -
parents

CULLMAN – Hospice 
of Cullman County, Inc. 
of Cullman Regional 
Hospice will hold its MEGA 
CASH Draw Down, its 
largest annual fundraiser 
benefiting indigent 
patients, on Thursday, July 
26 at 6 p.m. This year’s 
event features a chance to 
win $10,000.
	 Dinner will be served to 
ticket holders at 5:30 p.m. 
with the MEGA CASH Draw 
Down beginning promptly 
at 6. This year’s meal 
features chicken marsala 
with pasta, caesar salad and 

salted caramel bourbon 
bread pudding for dessert, 
courtesy of Morrison’s Food 
Service.
	 In addition, the event 
will feature prizes and 
auction items, including 
a five-night stay at the 
SanDestin Golf and Beach 
Resort, as well as the annual 
cake auction. 
	 Tickets cost $100 each; 
however, ticket holders can 
add $25 insurance to their 
tickets for a second chance 
at the grand prize. Ticket 
holders will also have a 
chance to win additional 
cash prizes of $500 and 
$1,000.  
	 All monies raised will 

fund indigent patient care. 
	 Tickets for the Draw 
Down can be purchased 
from the Cullman Regional 
Hospice office or from one 
of the following Hospice 
of Cullman County, Inc. 
board members: Frances 
Cooper, Wendell Copeland, 
Nell Dunlap, Martha Hart, 
Blanche Kent, Clara Kent, 
Mike Manning, Deborah 
McAfee, Emily Johnston, 
Bill Oliver, Greg Picogna, 
Amy Walker or Randy 
Weathersby. 
	 The MEGA CASH 
Draw Down will be in 
Cullman Regional’s 
Colonel Cullmann Room 
in Professional Office 

Building 2 (1912 Alabama 
Highway 157, Cullman 
AL, 35058). For more 

information or to buy 
tickets for the Draw Down, 
call the Hospice office at 

256-739-5185 or visit www.
HospiceofCullmanCounty.
com.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Mary Beth Sellers
Cullman Regional

FREE

MZ54 WITH A FREE 125B BLOWER 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! $4,699.99

256-734-3225 • 3330 AL Hwy 157 • Cullman, AL 35058
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Cullman Regional 
responds to Ivey
MONTGOMERY – Alabama 
Gov. Kay Ivey on Thursday 
declared a State Public Health 
Emergency due to this season's 
widespread outbreak of the 
influenza virus. Cullman 
Regional’s Lindsey Dossey on 
Friday responded, saying, “The 
best thing we can all do in order 
to stop the spread of flu is to 
stay away from each other, and 
if you have been exposed to 
anyone with the flu, stay away 
from others even if you don’t 
show signs and symptoms.”
 Dossey said staying away 
from others is important 
because oftentimes people are 
sick for 24 hours before they 
exhibit signs or symptoms. 
 “The governor’s 
proclamation really creates 
more awareness of the severity 
of flu throughout our state,” she 
said. “We continue to have high 
volumes of patients present to 
the ER with flu-like systems; 
however, those numbers appear 
to be decreasing (see below). 
Again, those patients continue 
to be treated and released with 
instructions to manage their 
illness at home. Our inpatients 
continue to be sick with a 
multitude of other health 
issues.” 

According to Cullman 
Regional:
• During the first week of 
January (7 days): 310 people 
were tested who presented 
with flu-like symptoms, with 78 
testing positive.
• This week (only 5 days so 
far); 178 people were tested 
who presented with flu-like 
symptoms, with 37 testing 

positive.

“Now, this could be that people 
have gone to urgent care 
facilities or to their primary 
care providers to receive care 
rather than coming to the 
emergency department, and 
certainly doesn’t mean that 
the chance of getting the flu is 
decreasing,” Dossey stressed.
 “Many hospitals have 
banned visitors to keep their 
patients from being exposed. 
We are not banning visitors 
at Cullman Regional,” she 
stated, “but we are strongly 
discouraging visitors as 
our patients are already 
immunocompromised due 
to other illnesses, and being 
exposed to the flu could be 
detrimental to their health.”

Ivey's declaration reads as 
follows:
WHEREAS the State Health 
Officer has reported that an 
outbreak of the influenza virus 
has occurred in the State of 
Alabama; and
 WHEREAS this outbreak 
poses a high probability of 
widespread exposure to an 
infectious agent that poses 
significant risk of substantial 
harm to a large number 
of people in the affected 
population; and
 WHEREAS the health care 
facilities and personnel of the 
State are overwhelmed by the 
number of ill patients and taxed 
to such an extent that care of 
patients may now no longer 
be provided in the traditional, 
normal, and customary 
manner nor is the utilization 
of traditional, normal, and 
customary standards of care 
possible.

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kay 
Ivey, Governor of the State of 
Alabama, pursuant to relevant 
provisions of the Alabama 
Emergency Management Act 
of 1955, section 31-9-1 et seq., 
Code of Alabama (1975), on 
the recommendation of the 
State Health Officer, do hereby 
declare that a State Public 
Health Emergency exists in 
the State of Alabama. I direct 
the appropriate state agencies 
to exercise their statutory and 
regulatory authority to assist 
the communities and entities 
affected. I also direct the 
Alabama Department of Public 
Health and Alabama Emergency 
Management Agency to seek 
federal assistance as may be 
available.
 FURTHER, I direct the 
following:
 Health care facilities 
that have invoked their 
emergency operation plans in 
response to this public health 
emergency may implement 
the “alternative standards of 
care” plans provided therein, 
and such are declared to be 
the state approved standard 
of care in health care facilities 
to be executed by health 
care professionals and allied 
professions and occupations 
providing services in response 
to this outbreak.
 These “alternative 
standards of care” shall serve as 
the “standard of care” as defined 
in section 6-5-542(2), Code 
of Alabama for the purposes 
of section 6-5-540 et seq. 
The “degree of care” owed to 
patients by licensed, registered 
or certified health care 
professionals for the purposes 
of section 6-5-484 shall be the 
same degree of care set forth 
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PLANT IT

Preserving hydrangeas
I f you want to preserve 

your hydrangeas you 
must bite the bullet 

and cut them now, while 
they are still vibrant and 
have not started to turn 
brown. (Some of them turn 
a pretty copper color, that 
looks great in fall arrange-
ments.)
 After you have clipped 
them, strip most of the 
leaves away from the stems. 
Trim the stems in varying 
lengths.
 There is always a hard 
way and an easy way to do 
just about anything, so let’s 
take the easy way! 
 Arrange your hydran-

geas in vases, baskets or on 
wreaths, just like you would 
any cut flower.
 You can even add water 
to the vases if you want the 
process to take a little lon-
ger, but it’s not necessary. 
 Position them in your 
home so that they get no 
direct sun, but filtered, in-
direct light is fine. 
 Then forget about them 
for about a month. Serious-
ly, just forget about them. 
No water, no hanging them 
upside down, nothing…
 When they are com-
pletely dry, you can leave 
them in the container you 
started with if it suits your 
décor, or, you can make a 
wreath for your door, a swag 
for your mantle, or even 
save them for your Christ-
mas tree! 

 The only thing you need 
to be careful about is leav-
ing them prone on a table or 
countertop while they are 
drying because it will cause 
the cluster to be flat on one 
side. 
 Now, very gently, re-
move them from contain-
ers and take them outside.  
Place on table covered by 
plastic garbage bags.
 Lay then singly. Now 
spray lightly with clear 
spray paint. Any clear spray 
paint will work, it doesn't 
have to be floral paint.
 You might want to wait 
until they are completely 
dry, then flip over and spray 
the other side.
 When dry, carefully 
make arrangements as usu-
al.

Loretta 
Gillespie
Tribune 
Correspondent

Dried hydrangeas make beautiful centerpieces.
LORETTA GILLESPIE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

of having a Huntsville or a 
Decatur or a Montgomery. 
And so, this technology 
right now is so important to 
us, and to the citizens of this 
area. You know, people can 
move here, they can open 
up a home business, they 
can do legal work here, they 
can do any kind of work they 
want to do.
 "They don’t have to 
go find an area that they 
can do that in. And so this 
should help expand growth 
out in this area. It should 
help the schools, over 
time, because one of the 

big problems we have is, 
the children have access 
to the internet at school, 
and then they go home and 
don’t have access. And so, 
that’s a disadvantage. This 
technology is going to be a 
tremendous benefit to those 
citizens and those kids, so 
we’re real excited about it.”
 Harbison added, “I want 
to thank y’all for y’all’s 
investment in Cullman 
County and rural Alabama. 
As Senator Bussman said, 
it’s very important for 
our education system, 
because we’ve got the city of 

Cullman, and they have all 
of the infrastructure needed 
there, but we have a lot of 
rural county schools.
 “You know, with Smith 
Lake we have some pretty 
expensive houses out here, 
and I know people who live 
in Birmingham who work 
from home, but would love 
to move up to the lake, but 
they can’t because of the 
high-speed internet. So I 
think this is going to open 
up the door for a lot of 
things, and I think it’s going 
to help our real estate and 
our education system.”

 AT&T issued a press 
release about the new 
project, which stated in 
part:
 “AT&T plans to reach 
nearly 66,000 locations 
with this technology across 
Alabama by 2020 and, 
with this initial offering, 
Fixed Wireless Internet 
is available today in parts 
of rural communities 
throughout Alabama.”
 “'I am thankful for the 
leadership of our elected 
officials who work to 
ensure a pro-consumer 
business environment and 

am delighted the rural 
residents of Cullman 
County are among the first 
in the nation to access this 
innovative technology,” said 
Cherrie Haney, director of 
Cullman County Economic 
Development. 
 “‘The more than 5,300 
men and women who work 
for AT&T and call Alabama 
home, are proud to work 
with our local, state and 
federal leadership to provide 
the connectivity Alabama’s 
residents and businesses 
demand,” said Hargrove. 
“Through this innovative 

service, we are helping close 
the remaining connectivity 
gap in Alabama.”
 “The nine states where 
we have already launched 
service include Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and Louisiana. 
Additional states where 
we plan to launch this year 
are Arkansas, California, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Michigan, Ohio, Texas and 
Wisconsin. 
 “We will provide updates 
about additional availability 

Internet (from Front)

DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*All rebates applied, must have ‘99 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.
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2018 GMC SIERRA 1500
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2WD 4DR SLT
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George M. Hale, of Hartselle, passed 
away on July 2, 2018. He is preceded in 
death by his wife, Louise Hale; parents: 

George L. and Dorotha Hale; and 
daughter, Sheila Myatt. He is survived 

by his son, Jeff McClellan (Kim); 
grandchildren: Justin McClellan, Shelby 

Gregory and Christopher Bell; great 
grandchildren: Jacob, Jordan, Sierra 
and Kaiven; sister, Sharon Faircloth 

(John); uncle, Fred Hale and a host of 
nieces, nephews and cousins. His family 

will receive friends on Sunday, July 8, 
2018 from noon until 2 p.m. at Blair 
Congregational Methodist Church. 

The Celebration of Life for Mr. Hale 
will begin at 2 p.m. at the church with 

burial in the adjoining cemetery. 

Villar Pearle Stilwell of Vinemont 
passed away July 2, 2018 at the age of 

70. She was born in Cullman on July 20, 
1947 to Lee Comer and Pearle Thompson 

Dye. She worked as a registered nurse. 
Funeral services are Saturday, July 7, 

2018 at 10 a.m. at Moss Funeral Home 
Chapel with interment in Mt. Hope 
Cemetery at Crane Hill. Survivors 

are: daughters Nancy Moon, Donna 
Moon, sons Howard Thompson, Hugh 
Thompson, Harley Thompson, sisters 

Shirley Skinner, Joan Dye, Ressie Miller, 
brothers Jerome Dye, Johnny Dye, 4 

grandchildren and 1 great grandchild. 
Visitation is Friday, July 6, 2018 at 
Moss Funeral Home from 6-8 p.m. 

Funeral Service for Bobby Gene 
Dawson, age 84, of Crane Hill, will 

be at 11 a.m. on Friday, July 6, 2018 at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral Home with 
Delbert Freeman officiating; burial at 

City of Montevallo Cemetery. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is in charge 

of arrangements. Mr. Dawson passed 
away on Sunday, July 1, 2018. He was 
born September 12, 1933 to William 
Paul and Nell Ellen Dawson.  He is 

preceded in death by his parents, his 
first wife, Patricia Ann Dawson, and 

sisters; Francis Whitehead and Pauline 
Douglas. Survivors include his wife, 

Ellen Dawson, daughters; Vivien (James) 
Darenda Kerins and Ginger (Mitchell) 

Leigh Johnson, grandchildren; Gregory 
Calma, Jennifer (Brandon) Roman, 

and Ryan Negron, great grandchildren; 
Christopher Calma, Baya Roman, Tanner 

Calma, and Moses Smith, brothers; 
Clyde (Peg) Dawson and Tom (Claudia) 
Dawson, sister, Sue Stringer, and a host 
of family and friends. Visitation will be 
from 10-11 a.m. on Friday, July 6, 2018 

at Cullman Heritage Funeral Home.

Funeral Service for Glenn Bozeman, 
age 76 of Cullman, will be at 2 p.m. 
on Thursday, July 5, 2018 at Welti 

Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 8817 
County Road 747, Cullman, AL 35055. 
He will lie in state from 1-2 p.m. before 

the service. Burial will be at Welti 
Cemetery. Cullman Heritage Funeral 

Home is in charge of arrangements. Mr. 

Bozeman passed away on Sunday, July 1, 
2018 at Grandview Medical Center. He 
was born July 4, 1941 to Ellis and Lela 
Bozeman. He is preceded in death by 

his parents. Survivors include his wife, 
Stella Bozeman, children; Kimberley 
(Brian) Barber and Kelley Bozeman, 

grandchildren; Kelly and Brittney, and 
great grandchildren; Johnathan and 
Liam. Visitation was Tuesday, July 

3, 2018 at Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home, 255 County Road 1435, Cullman, 

AL 35058. Donations may be made In 
Memory of Glenn Bozeman to: Children’s 

of Alabama, 1600 7th Avenue South, 
Birmingham, AL 35232 – Attn. Emily 
Schaefer or University of Kentucky’s 

DanceBlue, UK Office of Philanthropy, 
210 Malabu Dr., Lexington, KY 40502.

Funeral Service for Shirell Clyde 
Hyatt, age 88, and Alma Nail Hyatt, age 

84, of Vinemont, will be at 2 p.m. on 
Friday, July 6, 2018 at Cullman Heritage 

Funeral Home with Rev. David Kemp, 
Rev. Scott Sessions, and Rev. Greg 

Story officiating. Interment will follow 
at Cullman City Cemetery. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is in charge 

of arrangements. Mr. and Mrs. Hyatt 
passed away on Monday, July 2, 2018. 
Mr. Hyatt was born February 14, 1930 

to William and Nancy Hyatt. Mrs. Hyatt 
was born August 9, 1933 to William F. and 

Darthula Nail. Mr. Hyatt was preceded 
in death by his parents; and his brothers 
and sisters, Dueal Hyatt, Kelley Hyatt, 

William Hyatt, Edna Nunley, and Royal 
Hyatt. Mrs. Hyatt was preceded in death 
by her parents; and brothers and sisters, 
Alton Nail, Ressie Stinson, Harriel Nail, 

Edmon Nail, Lorene Maddox, Marvin 
Nail, Dessie Jackson, and Herman Nail. 

Survivors include their daughter, Shirley 
(Wayne) Roberts; grandchildren, Scott 

Roberts and Summer (David) Kemp; 
great grandchildren, Drew Roberts, Ian 

Roberts, Samuel Kemp, Sadie Kemp, 
Abigail Kemp, and Asher Kemp; Alma’s 

brother, Eugene "Shorty" ("Punch") 
Nail; Shirell’s brother, Dallas (Juanita) 

Hyatt; his sister, Lois Jean Bell, and 
a host of nieces, nephews, family, and 
friends. Visitation will be from 5:00 

PM-8:00 PM on Thursday, July 5, 2018, 
at Cullman Heritage Funeral Home.

Mr. Terry Brown, age 60 of Cullman, 
passed away on Monday, July 2, 

2018. He was born August 28, 1957 
in Birmingham, AL to Bobby Joe and 

Margaret Anne Brown. He is preceded 
in death by his parents, and brother, 

Tim Brown Survivors include his 
daughters: Justina (Chris) Watson and 
Delana (Mark) Tubbs, step-daughter, 
Erin (Tony) Nix, step-son, Justin Nix, 

grandchildren; Candace, Nicole, Payton, 
Treasure, Dymon, Zaxton, Aspyn, 

Jareth, Liam, Syrus, and McKenzie, 
and sister, Rebecca Netterstrom. A 

private memorial service will be held at 
a later date. Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home is assisting with arrangements.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanSense.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Obituary Announcements: July 5- 8

 ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS  
 
Sealed bids, subject to the conditions contained herein, will be received by the City of Cullman, Alabama until 
Wednesday, July 18th, 2018 at 2:00 p.m., and then publicly opened and read at City Hall located at 204 2nd Avenue 
NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055 for furnishing all labor and materials and performing all work for construction of:  
ROOF REPLACEMENT PROJECT AT CULLMAN FIRE STATION NO. 2. 
 
The project consists generally of:  Repairs of the roof on Cullman Fire Station No. 2 damaged by the March 2018 
hailstorm which will consist of: 1) the removal and disposal of existing metal panels and vinyl backed insulation 
from roof, 2) to provide crane to move materials on roof, 3) to inspect new steel and existing steel purlins to make 
sure the structure is acceptable for steel roof panels, 4) to furnish and install new R-20 vinyl backed insulation, 5) to 
furnish and install new 24-gauge standing seam metal panel over vinyl backed insulation, 6) to furnish and install 
butyl tape for all joints, 7) to furnish and install ridge vent and metal flashing, 8) to furnish and install new gutters 
and downspouts, and 9) to provide owner with a 20-year material warranty and a 5-year workmanship warranty.  
 
The Owner reserves the right to waive any informalities, or to reject any or all bids, and to award the contract to the 
lowest and most responsible bidder. All bidders must comply with requirements of the Contractor's Licensing Law 
of the State of Alabama and be certified for the type of work on which the proposal is submitted.    
 
All Contractors preparing Bids for the referenced project shall complete a Statement of Qualifications listing similar 
projects having the same scope of work with a project cost similar to or greater than this project.  All non-resident 
contractors preparing bids shall submit with the bid documents evidence of a current Alabama General Contractor’s 
License, a current City of Cullman Business License, and proof of liability insurance in a minimum amount of 
$1,000,000.  Bids submitted by a non-resident contractor without these documents included will be rejected. 
 
No bidder may withdraw his bid within 30 days after the opening thereof.  Bids may be held by the Owner for a 
period not to exceed thirty (30) days from the date of opening of bids for the purpose of reviewing the bids and 
investigating the qualifications of the bidders prior to awarding the contract.  . 
 
All bids must be submitted in a sealed envelope bearing on the outside the name of the Bidder, Bidder’s license 
number, address and name of the project.  Envelopes containing bids must be addressed as follows, and delivered to 
the City of Cullman,  
ATTN:  City Clerk Wesley Moore 
204 2nd Avenue NE, Cullman, Alabama 35055 
BID FOR ROOF REPLACEMENT PROJECT AT CULLMAN FIRE STATION NO. 2. 

 
 
 
 
 
Instructions to the Newspaper: 
Please publish this notice in the Legal Section of the Cullman Tribune.  Ad will need to appear only 1 time.   
Please send invoice and affidavit of publication for this advertisement to:  
City of Cullman 
Attn.:  Wes Moore 
P. O. Box 278 
Cullman, AL  35056 
If you have questions concerning this advertisement please contact Wes Moore at 256-775-7109. 
Thank you for your assistance. 

 

The
Culman Tribune 

Subscribe to 
The Cullman 
Tribune today 
and have it 
delivered to 
your door!

Annual Subscriptions

• In County - $75
• Out of County - $85

Send checks to
219 2nd Ave. SE

Cullman, AL 35055
256-739-1351

BUSINESS

Milo’s celebrating 1 year in 
Cullman giveaways July 5-7
CULLMAN – Milo’s 
Hamburgers is celebrating 
the first anniversary of its 
Cullman location. 
	 “We will be having 
giveaways (free food!!) 
going on Thursday- 
Saturday,” said Julianna 
Hallman, manager of local 
store marketing for Milo’s. 
	  “It has been an honor to 
serve the people of Cullman 
through putting delicious 
burgers, tenders, pies and 
fries in their bellies for a 
year, and we look forward 
to many more ahead,” 
Hallman continued. “Our 
favorite part of Cullman is 
the people and the strong 
sense of community. We 
have been happy to support 
the community in various 
ways over the past year and 
want to do even more in 
the future. We have given 
five $1,000 grants to local 
organizations and schools 
and have supported schools 
and other non-profits in 
Cullman through education 
programs, fundraising and 
of course by feeding them!”
	 To mark the anniversary 
of the Cullman location, 
Milo’s will be giving out “a 
little something extra to its 
customers Thursday, July 
5 – Saturday, July 7. Stop 
by for breakfast and receive 

a free side of cheese grits 
with your purchase. Not a 
morning person? Stop by 
for lunch, mid-afternoon 
snack or dinner to try a 
free fresh, never frozen, 
marinated overnight and 
hand breaded chicken 
tender. Every customer will 
get a little something extra.”
	 Milo’s opened in 
Cullman on July 6, 2017, 
after an absence of several 

years, the Birmingham-
based chain appearing to be 
view its previous departure 
from the Cullman market 
as more of a learning 
experience than a failure, 
choosing a new location in 
the middle of the Cherokee 
Avenue retail district and 
bringing an expanded menu 
and schedule.
	 Milo’s is located at 1830 
Patriot Way SW.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Milo's opened in its current location in Cullman on July 6, 2017.
TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO
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CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

SECURE YOUR home 
with Vivint Smart Home 
technology. Call 1-877-
220-8817 to learn how 
you can get a profession-
ally installed security sys-
tem with $0 activation.

WANT YOUR ad to be 
seen in 120 newspapers 
statewide? Place your ad 
in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (a participat-
ing ALA-SCAN member) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide!

INSTRUCTION
PHARMACY TECHNI-
CIAN - Online Training 
Available! Take the first 
step into a new career! 
Call now: 1-844-737-4871.

INSURANCE
COMPARE MEDICARE 
Supplement Plans and 
Save! Explore Top Medi-
care Supplement Insur-
ance Plans For Free! Get 
covered and Save! Call 
1-866-697-0551.

GUARANTEED LIFE 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. Af-
fordable premiums never 
increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only 
be cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 1-844-601-5927.

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
and Cialis Users! A cheap-
er alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special- $99 + FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaran-
teed. Call Now: 1-855-
382-4115.

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 
Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The 
allnew Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! Free info kit: 
1-844-264-9500.

STRUGGLING WITH 
Drugs and Alcohol? Ad-
dicted to Pills? Talk to 
someone who cares. Call 
The Addiction Hope & 
Help Line for a free as-
sessment. 1-888-362-
4708.

HELP WANTED- 
DRIVERS

ATTENTION FLAT-

BED CDL-A Drivers!! 

Pay starting at .40 up to 

.50 per mile. Holiday/va-

cation pay! Quality home 

time! BC/BS medical/

dental/prescription in-

surance. Call 1-800-580-

2205 or www.wtwenter-

prisesinc.com. LSO Final 

Mile has Contract Driver 

openings for local deliv-

ery. Earn $400- $1200+/

week! Call Bridgette at 

1-256-461-0069 for de-

tails.

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

DONATE YOUR CAR 

TO CHARITY! FAST 

FREE PICKUP-24 HR 

RESPONSE! Help Chil-

dren in Need, Support 

Breast Cancer Education/

Prevention or Veterans. 

Tax Deduction 866-300-

1250.

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

HAVE AN Idea for an in-

vention/new product? We 

help everyday inventors 

try to patent and submit 

their ideas to companies! 

Call InventHelp, Free 

Information! 1-877-353-

1293.

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

NEW AUTHORS Want-

ed! Page Publishing will 

help you self-publish 

your own book. Free au-

thor submission kit! Lim-

ited offer! Why wait? Call 

now: 1-888-283-4780.

WANTED 
TO BUY

FREON R12 wanted: 

Certified buyer will pay 

cash for R12 cylinders or 

cases of cans. 1-312-291-

9169; www.refrigerant-

finders.com.

Coughing & 
Sneezing

 Living in 
Close QuartersKissingSharing Drinks 

& Utensils

HEALTHY TEENAGERS AND YOUNG 
ADULTS CAN GET BACTERIAL MENINGITIS. 

HERE IS HOW IT SPREADS:

THERE ARE 2 TYPES OF MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINES 
RECOMMENDED FOR PRETEENS AND TEENAGERS.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON BACTERIAL MENINGITIS AND THE MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINE, 
VISIT alabamapublichealth.gov/immunization or facebook.com/AlabamaImmunizationInfo.

#PreventMeningitis
#GetVaccinated

ABOUT 10% OF PEOPLE WITH BACTERIAL MENINGITIS WILL 
DIE, SOMETIMES WITHIN 24 HOURS.  SURVIVORS MAY HAVE 

BRAIN DAMAGE, LOSS OF LIMBS, AND HEARING LOSS.

Know that the people protecting your 
home are licensed by the State of  Alabama.

Licensedsecurity.org

Do have a home security system?

Are you licensed in Alabama?

Hiring CDL Drivers 
SE regional, short haul & OTR. 
Best home time in the industry 

and top pay. 
www.suittrans.com 

Call Jay 855-612-3276, ext. 107 

 Drivers: Home Nightly! 
Average $1,000-$1,200 
weekly, 401K! Benefits, 

vacation/holidays. CDL-A, 
good driving record, 
 2 years experience. 

Tankers and Hoppers 
855-219-5997 

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, 
Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. 
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  NPO-0194M1.1 (09/14)

Your protection
is personal.
Get a quote today from:

Auto. Home. Life. Business.

Martha A Burchell
Burchell Ins Agency Inc
(256)737-7450
burchem@nationwide.com

Products underwritten by Nationwide Mutual Company and Affiliated Companies, 
Columbus, Ohio. Subject to underwriting guidelines, review and approval. 
Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of Nationwide Mutual 
Insurance Company.  NPO-0194M1.1 (09/14)

Your protection
is personal.
Get a quote today from:

Auto. Home. Life. Business.

Martha A Burchell
Burchell Ins Agency Inc
(256)737-7450
burchem@nationwide.com

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 
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CULLMAN – An important 
guest was on-hand at the 
Cullman VFW Post 2214 
Tuesday luncheon this 
week, and his presence saw 
healthy crowds come and go 
to eat, relax and fellowship 
with one another. Nick 
Brown, grandson of the 
VFW’s Col. Ken Brown, 
was the guest of honor and 
was greeted by dozens of 
supporters who have been 
praying for him from a 
distance. 
	 Nick suffered a 
traumatic brain injury 
(TBI), a contusion and 
subdural hematoma, after 
taking a high-impact blow 
to the head during a football 
game at Union Mine High 
School in California in 
August 2015. The running 
back and safety collapsed 
on the field after the game 
and was immediately flown 
to Sutter Roseville Medical 
Center where he was 
quickly taken into surgery 
to relieve pressure building 
on his swelling brain. 
	 Nick was flown to 
HealthBridge Children’s 
Hospital in Orange, 
California on Sept. 18, 
and after taking gradual 
steps over the next several 
weeks, spoke his first word 
since the injury on Oct. 10, 
2015. After more surgeries, 
physical therapy and a 
couple of hospital transfers, 
Nick was finally released 
from the hospital on Dec.16. 
Nick has been living at 
home with his family, 
his condition improving, 
with the help of speech, 
occupational and physical 
therapy sessions. 
	 Through the “Pray for 
Nick Brown” Facebook 
page, many of Cullman’s 
own citizens were able 
to reach out with their 
thoughts and prayers for 
the family. Nick’s mother 
Laurie Brown was excited 
to meet some of the people 
supporting them from 
across the country during 
Tuesday’s luncheon. 
	 “It means a lot because 
we knew that people were 
following his page and they 
would tell us they were 
our ‘Alabama family,’” she 
said. “It was nice to know 
that there were people 
everywhere that were 
praying for Nick so its really 
neat to meet some of them.”
	 Laurie talked about the 
keys to her family staying 
positive throughout this 
process, as well as the 
progress her son has made 
in just a few short years. 
	 “Lots of prayer, lots of 
faith, lots of hope. We try 
not to let ourselves think of 
any of the negative stuff. I 
think it was helpful to have 
other parents reach out to 
us that have been through 
it and told us, you know, 
‘Don’t listen to the doctor, 
it’s in God’s hands; they 
don’t decide,’ and we felt 
that way too,” Laurie said. 
“He’s doing so much better 
than they ever said. They 
thought he would just be 
vegetated and we wouldn’t 
have wanted that for 
him, but he woke and just 
started progressing pretty 
fast. Physically everything 
came back pretty fast, but 
it’s the cognitive stuff that 
was slower and we’re still 
working on that.”
	 The support that Laurie 
and her family received has 
inspired them to give back 
to families going through 
similar situations. She has 
seen Nick grow into even 
more of a people-person 
and knows that he will do 
big things to help others 
with his life. 
	 “I just think that having 

that support system of 
people that have been 
through it will help us 
be able to do the same 
thing now. We’ve met a 
lot of people that have 
had children in accidents 
after ours and people have 
found his page and asked 
us questions and it’s kind 
of nice to be that person 
giving back, you know. We 
received so much from 
them so that’s kind of been 
our thing now is trying to 
help other people through 
it,” she said. “We’re hoping 
someday he can do some 
motivational speaking and 
kind of be an advocate. He 
loves kids, he loves people; 
before he was kind of cool 
and he was a nice guy, but 
now he just loves people. 
He asks you how your day 
is, he likes to give hugs, he 
just genuinely cares about 
people and doesn’t think 
about himself anymore, so I 
just think he would be great 
with helping others.”
	 Nick’s father, Read 
Brown, was also anxious 
to meet some of the people 
who have been praying for 
their family and credits 
those prayers for his 
families’ strength during 
the toughest parts of this 
process. 
	 “This whole experience 
has been life-changing, as 
you can imagine. It means 
a lot; for the longest time 
we didn’t know if Nick was 
going to survive or what 
the outcome was going 
to be. They told us he 
would never walk or talk 
or function normally, so 
the prayers were huge,” 
Read said. “The prayers 
are what kept us going for 
months while he was in 
the hospital having brain 
surgeries and infections 
and complications. So, the 
prayers on his Facebook 
page and the comments 
from people we didn’t even 
know out here are what 
gives you hope to keep going 
as a parent.”
	 This experience has 
taken an emotional toll on 
the Brown family, but it 
has also helped them grow 
stronger in their faith and 
even help others going 

through the same thing. 
	 “Our perspective has 
changed a lot. We were, like 
everybody else before this 
accident, chasing money 
and trying to work as much 
as possible, but this shows 
you what’s really important 
in life. We’re so grateful 
for the all of the perfect 
strangers who took the 
time to pray and keep us in 
their thoughts, and I guess 
it’s kind of healing for us. 

It’s a healing process to be 
able to come and get some 
closure and let people see 
that their prayers are what 
kept us going,” Read said. 
“We were praying a lot in 
the beginning that Nick 
would get better and he 
would survive, but we were 
praying for what we wanted. 
I think what we learned 
through this process is that 
we had to give up what we 
wanted and just pray that 

God’s will be done. If that 
meant that Nick passed, 
then that meant he passed 
away. If that meant he 
would survive, then there 
is a reason for that, so we 
truly believe he is here to 
do something better. This 
is great for us to be able to 
come meet everybody and 
just show them how much 
they meant to us and still 
mean to us.”
	 Today Nick is doing 

better than ever, but the 
healing process is far from 
over and medical costs are 
still an issue. If you would 
like to donate toward the 
family’s medical expenses, 
please do so by way of the 
Pray for Nick account 
#013252010 that has been 
set up at El Dorado Savings 
Bank; 100 percent of the 
donations will go directly 
to Nick’s medical costs and 
ongoing recovery.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

‘Pray for Nick Brown’: joyful 
homecoming with ‘Alabama family’

Nick Brown greets a well-wisher at Tuesday’s VFW luncheon. 
Brown suffered a traumatic brain injury in 2015.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE


