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Tabitha and Linley Bagwell enjoy a Ferris wheel ride during the 
Ferris Wheel Fundraiser in Cullman on Friday.
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Vandals cut swings in half at Hanceville’s 
C.W. Day Park. 
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CULLMAN – On Tuesday, Gov. Kay Ivey issued a memorandum 
to State Comptroller Kathleen Baxter which brings to an end 
the state’s policy of paying prisoner food allowances directly 
into the personal accounts of county sheriffs.

The memo reads:
Through this memorandum, I am rescinding the State’s current 
policy of paying prisoner food service allowances directly to 
sheriffs in their personal capacities.  After recent events brought 
this policy to my attention, I asked my legal office to re-examine 
its validity and advisability under state law. That office has now 
advised me that a 2008 attorney general opinion on which the 
policy is based--an opinion from then-Attorney General Troy 
King to the Etowah County Commission and City of Gadsden--is 
no longer valid.
	 Therefore, effective immediately, I am directing that 
payments under section 14-6-43 of the Code of Alabama relating 
to the feeding of prisoners in county jails no longer be made to 
the sheriffs personally.  Instead, all such funds should be directed 
to the county general fund or to an account established for the 
sheriff ’s official use, whichever is appropriate for the county at 
issue under local laws and ordinances consistent 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Cullman sheriff: jail 
food issue must be 
decided at the polls

10-year-old Denna 
Chivers donates pavilion, 
table to animal shelter

Round and round 
for a good cause

CRIME

Hanceville 
park 
vandalized; 
grills, parts 
stolen

CULLMAN – A rib-
bon-cutting ceremony was 
held Friday morning, July 
13, at the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter to unveil 
a new covered meet-and-
greet area. The area was 
made possible by 10-year-
old Denna Chivers, an as-
piring veterinarian, who 
donated the new covered 
pavilion and picnic table 
(painted Denna’s favorite 
color: purple). 
	 Denna, who will be a 
fifth-grader this year at 
Cullman Christian School, 
loves animals and espe-
cially wants to help those 
in need of rescue. 
	 The Tribune first met 
Denna last July, when she 
was holding a yard sale 
to raise money (www.
c u l l m a n t r i b u n e . c o m /
a r t i c l e s / 2 0 1 7/ 0 7/ 2 5 /
never-too-young-make-
difference-meet-denna-
chivers). She made $400. 
She and her mother, Beth 
Ann Chivers, bought food, 
cleaning supplies, litter 
and other wish list items 
and donated it all to the 
shelter. 
	 This summer, Den-
na had another yard sale 
and earned an astonishing 
$1,400. With it, she bought 
the covered pavilion, along 
with the purple picnic 

table, that now provide 
shade and seating to a once 
bare area.
	 Denna explained, “I 
wanted to give the animals 
something bigger and I 
had heard that the shelter 
needed a better area for 
people to bring their dogs, 
so they can meet and inter-
act with a dog they hoped 
to adopt.” 
	 The shelter’s Capt. Tim 

McKoy said he was “blown 
away” by Denna’s generos-
ity. 
	 “I think it’s amazing 
that a 10-year-old would 
have the fortitude to do-
nate all of her hard-earned 
money and I am grateful 
that she chose to help the 
shelter animals,” he said. 
	 McKoy was so moved 
by Denna’s gift that he had 
a special sign made that 

now hangs from the pavil-
ion with Denna’s name. 
	 Denna and her grand-
mother, Lois Dunkle, also 
made homemade dog 
treats for the shelter dogs 
and donated $65 to cover a 
cat or kitten adoption fee. 
	 According to Beth Ann, 
“We plan on donating 
more food and supplies 
with the money left over 
from Denna’s yard sale.”

Christy Perry
Tribune Correspondent

Denna Chivers, 10, sits at the new purple picnic table 
she donated to the Cullman County Animal Shelter. 
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Sheriff Matt Gentry walks U.S. Rep. 
Robert Aderholt, R-Alabama through 
the Cullman County Detention Center 
kitchen on March 27, 2018. 
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Cullman Cyclones president 
charged with stealing 
money from organization
CULLMAN – The president 
of the Cullman Cyclones 
Youth Football Association 
has been arrested and 
charged with stealing from 
the organization.
	 Karen Cowart 
Blackwood, 41, was arrested 
on Tuesday, July 10. She 
is charged with first-
degree theft of property, 
third-degree forgery and 
fraudulent use of a debit or 
credit card.
	 Sgt. Todd Chiaranda, 
a financial crimes 
investigator with 
the Cullman Police 
Department, said in 
a statement, "In June 
of this year I launched 
an investigation after 
receiving a complaint from 
the Cullman Cyclones 
Youth Football Association 
in reference to missing 
monies. The investigation 
led to the arrest of the 
association’s president, 
41-year-old Karen Cowart 

Blackwood of Cullman."
	 Chiaranda said evidence 
collected during the 
investigation indicates 
Blackwood embezzled 
more than $14,000 from 
the Cyclones’ operating 
account while serving as the 
association president from 
January 2018 to June 2018.
	 After reviewing the 
evidence, said Chiaranda, 
the Cullman County 
District Attorney’s Office 
issued a warrant for 
Blackwood's arrest.
	 Blackwood turned 
herself in at the Cullman 
County Detention Center. 
She was released on an 
$18,000 property bond.
	 "Employee theft is very 
common," said Chiaranda. 
"The most effective way 
to combat internal theft 
is prevention. Never allow 
one member of the business 
or organization to possess 
complete control over 
finances.
	 "Introduce a system of 
checks and balances that 
extends the responsibility 

to several other persons. I 
cannot emphasize enough 
how important record 
keeping is in prevention. 
	 "Not every business or 
organization can afford 
to retain the services 
of an accounting firm. 
However, a simple but 
detailed transaction 
record-keeping practice 
combined with a separation 
of responsibilities provides 
a strong deterrent against 
theft and could save your 
business from taking a large 
financial loss."

On Friday, Cullman law 
firm O’Neal & Kilgo 
released the following 
statement:
“The law firm of O’Neal & 
Kilgo has been retained 
to represent Ms. Karen 
Blackwood on the pending 
criminal charges connected 
with the Cullman 
Cyclones organization. 
Ms. Blackwood has fully 
cooperated with the 
authorities during this 
investigation. When our 

firm learned that there 
was a warrant for Ms. 
Blackwood’s arrest, we made 
immediate arrangements 
for her surrender at the 
Cullman County Detention 
Center. We at the law firm 
of O’Neal & Kilgo are proud 
members and supporters 
of the Cullman community. 
We understand the negative 
impact that this case has 
had on Cullman and we 
look forward to our client’s 
day in court so that this 
matter can be brought to a 
resolution.”

Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com

2 charged with selling meth
CULLMAN - The Cullman 
Police Department’s Crime 
Suppression Unit made two 
more methamphetamine 
distribution arrests this 
week. 
	 On Monday, the CSU 
arrested Tammy Rena 
Moore, 31, of Baileyton.  
Moore is charged with 
one count of unlawful 
distribution of a controlled 
substance. 
	 Moore was transported 

to the Cullman County 
Detention Center where 
she was booked in and has 
since been released.  
	 On Thursday, Liles Neal 
Wimbs, 30, of Nauvoo, was 
arrested and charged with 
two counts of unlawful 
distribution of a controlled 
substance
	 Wimbs remains in the 
Cullman County Detention 
Center.

The CSU urges citizens to 
call 256-775-7155 to report 
illegal drug activity. 

Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com

HANCEVILLE – Citizens 
in Hanceville may soon 
see special banners around 
their city. The Hanceville 
City Council on Thursday 
night voted to participate 
in a banner program that 
honors veterans and fallen 
service members. The City 
authorized the use of its 
street poles for the banners, 
which themselves must be 
purchased privately.
	 Like the banners in 
similar programs in Arley, 
Addison and Good Hope, 
the ones in Hanceville 
will display photos of 
local veterans from the 
city, listing their rank and 
branch of service.
	 Juanita Culler, who 
spearheaded the banner 
project in Arley, spoke to 
the council about the details 
of ordering similar banners 
for Hanceville during a 
work session before the 
Thursday’s meeting. 
	 In other new business, 
the council approved 
Resolution 632, to submit 
a grant request for an 
Alabama Department of 
Economic and Community 
Affairs Community 
Development Block Grant 
(CDBG).
	 The $250,000 grant, if 
received, would be used 
for new sidewalks and 
crosswalks, and address 
drainage problems along 
Alabama Highway 91 

between Church Street 
and the gas station. Mayor 
Kenneth Nail signed the 
submission forms after the 
meeting. 
	 Council members 
approved payment of an 
invoice from Cullman Auto 
Body for repairs to one of 
the City's police vehicles. 
The vehicle was damaged 
during the storm that swept 
through Cullman on March 
19. 
	 The council also 
approved the purchase 
of a new pickup truck 
for the Hanceville Police 
Department.
	 In turn, the police 
department agreed to allow 
Hanceville Park Director 
Ashley Dye to use one of its 
trucks for park work.  
	 Nail, who will not 
be at the next meeting 
due to travel, expressed 
his appreciation for 
Councilwoman Sharon 
Porter since he will not be 
there for her final meeting. 
Porter announced her 
resignation in June. She 
will be moving to Athens 
due to her husband’s job. 
	 “I appreciate (Porter) 
the last couple of years 
being on the council and 
serving the citizens and all 
that she's done,” said Nail. 
“I hate to see her go, but it is 
what it is.”
	 The next council 
meeting will be July 26 
at 6:30 p.m. with a work 
session at 6 p.m. The public 
is invited to attend.

Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com
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Karen Blackwood
CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Tammy Moore, left; Liles Wimbs, right 
CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

Councilman Justin Pruett lifts a banner 
displaying a veteran as Juanita Culler, 
organizer of the banner program in 
Arley, looks on during Thursday’s 
Hanceville City Council meeting.
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WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

Hanceville council moves to 
establish veteran banner program
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Arrest reports: July 11-12
CULLMAN – Below are the 
arrests reported for July 11-
12. All persons are innocent 
until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = 
failure to appear

WEDNESDAY, JULY 11
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

Bailey, Ashley Carol, 32
•	 FTA- first-degree 
unlawful possession of 
marijuana not for personal 
use
•	 FTA- unlawful 
possession of a controlled 
substance

Boyles, Mackenzie Kelley, 
18
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Bridges, Mickey Franklin, 
27
•	 FTA- third-degree 
domestic violence/ third-
degree assault

Clemmenson, Matthew 
Frederick, 44
•	 probation violation- 
first-degree theft of 

property

Cox, Westly Daniel, 29
•	 FTA- driving while 
revoked
•	 FTA- expired tag

Evans, Miranda Madonna, 
34
•	 FTA- public intoxication
James, Randy Eugene, 43
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Lacy, Zachery Garett, 21
•	 FTA- expired driver’s 
license
•	 FTA- speeding- 
reasonable and prudent

Lance, Travis Earnest, 21
•	 attempting to elude
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 first-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana not 
for personal use

League, Cobie Thomas, 19
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Lee, Crystal Nicole, 29
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespassing

Link, Melissa Renee, 47

•	 FTA- driving while 
suspended

Medina, Gerardo Lerma, 
30
•	 illegal possession of 
alcohol
•	 public intoxication

Monroe, Jason Terry, 40
•	 FTA- driving while 
revoked (2 counts)
•	 FTA- expired tag

Roberson, David Richard 
Jr., 35
•	 DUI- .08 BAC or greater

Rouse, Ricky Gene, 40
•	 FTA- attempting to 
elude

Spillman, Shawn Michael, 
24
•	 FTA- 20 days to register 
vehicle
•	 20 days to register 
vehicle
•	 attempting to elude
•	 third-degree criminal 
mischief
•	 driving while suspended
•	 FTA- failure to yield- 
from public road
•	 FTA- liability insurance 
required
•	 liability insurance 
required
•	 FTA- open container in 
vehicle
•	 FTA- speeding

Twitty, April Puckett, 38

•	 contributing to truancy

Williams, Jimmy Jr., 30
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- first-degree 
unlawful possession of 
marijuana not for personal 
use

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

Villa, Joseph S., 46
•	 unlawful possession 
or receipt of a controlled 
substance
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Connell, Jeremiah C., 40
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Lance, Travis E., 21
•	 attempting to elude
•	 FTA- insurance 
violation

Smith, Kenneth W. Jr., 41
•	 public intoxication

Cox, Westly D., 29
•	 FTA- fourth-degree 
theft of property
•	 FTA- expired tag
•	 FTA- driving while 
revoked

Smith, Jessica S., 26
•	 DUI

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

No report provided.

THURSDAY, JULY 12
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

No report provided.

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

Hollis, Robert L. Jr., 40
•	 FTA- insurance 
violation

Garrity, James A., 58
•	 FTA- speeding

Ellis, Linda D., 61
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Herron, Jason E., 42
•	 third-degree theft of 
property
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Cunningham, Tonya F., 41
•	 third-degree theft of 
property
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia (2 counts)

Wimbs, Liles N., 30
•	 unlawful distribution of 
a controlled substance (2 
counts)

Pearce, Stacy L., 37
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property
Morgan, Crystal L., 35

•	 FTA- insurance 
violation

Ruatti, Bashir P., 32
•	 FTA- fourth-degree 
theft of property

Nickens, Manuel D., 50
•	 FTA- driving without a 
license

Blake, Barbara M., 35
•	 FTA- disorderly conduct

Curtis, Constance L., 34
•	 FTA- fourth-degree 
theft of property

Simmons, Joshua B., 41
•	 FTA- third-degree 
criminal trespassing
•	 FTA- open container in 
vehicle
•	 FTA- driving without a 
license (3 counts)
•	 FTA- driving while 
revoked (2 counts)
•	 FTA- insurance 
violation
•	 FTA- improper lane 
usage
•	 FTA- DUI
•	 FTA- running a red light

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

No report provided.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

CULLMAN – On 
Thursday morning, 
Royal Technologies (RT) 
President Jim Vander Kolk 
cut the ribbon to open the 
company’s $14 million 
facility expansion on 
Cullman’s northeast side, 
doubling the building ’s 
capacity and making it 
the largest of RT’s three 
facilities. The expansion 
added 25 new jobs, and, 
according to previous 
estimates, that number 
could eventually rise to 50.
	 According to Vander 
Kolk, the expansion covers 
194,000 square feet and 
contains 568 truckloads of 
cement, 38.3 miles of wire, 
76,000 tons of steel and was 
built in 38 weeks.
	 In attendance were 
Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs and representatives 
of the Cullman City 
Council, city and county 
economic development 
agencies, Cullman 
Industrial Development 
Board, Cullman Area 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Cullman County Schools, 
Wallace State and Cullman 
Area Workforce Solutions.  
U.S. Rep. Robert Aderholt, 
R-Alabama and U.S. Sen. 
Doug Jones, D -Alabama 
also sent representatives.
	 Vander Kolk talked 
about the construction of 
the building expansion and 
thanked those involved, 
but, gesturing toward 
members of the RT staff, 
told the crowd, “The 
most important: those 
employees.  This facility is 
built on their backs. They 
took just as big a risk as I 
did nine years ago. We all 
thought it was going to 
work; the difference is, they 
made it work.
	 "So it’s on the backs of 
our employees.  And as we 
grow this organization, 
construction people 
do amazing things, 
architectural people do 
amazing things, but it’s 
these people who come in 
here every day, committed 
because they care--they 
care for one another, they 
care for their community, 
they care for their business.  
All I happen to be is the guy 
who gets to stand in front 

once in a while, but they’re 
the people that make me 
and this organization look 
good.”
	 Cullman Economic 
Development Agency 
Director Dale Greer noted 
that, in a county in which 
the average employer sees 
an 18 percent employee 
turnover rate, the rate at RT 
is just three percent.  
	 RT, in business 
since 1987, is based in 
Hudsonville, Michigan, with 
more than 1,200 employees 
working at facilities in that 
city, Cullman and Mission, 
Texas.
	 The company specializes 
in plastic and urethane foam 
molding for the automotive 
and furniture industries, as 
well as other commercial 
ventures.
	 Within Alabama, RT’s 
Cullman facility supplies 
components to the Hyundai 
automotive plant in 
Montgomery, Remington 
Firearms in Huntsville 
and REHAU right here in 
Cullman.
	 When he announced the 
expansion last fall, Vander 

Kolk said of his Cullman 
operation, “About 10 years 
ago, I began to realize that 
in order for our company to 
continue its growth, we had 
to locate outside of west 
Michigan.  So we started 
looking for communities: 
where do we set up shop? 
	 “It was during that time 
that we happened upon 
the (Cullman Economic 
Development Agency), 
namely Peggy (Smith) and 
Dale (Greer), and they 
showed us the land. And 
land is important, but that’s 
not what attracted us. In 
fact, they told us you were 
really smart, and there are 
some very astute people 
here, but that’s not what 
attracted us.
	 "You told us you work 
hard. Yeah, we realize how 
hard you work, but that’s 
not what attracted us. What 
attracted us to Cullman-
-and I have to admit, I 
sound a little funny to y’all-
-but one thing we have in 
common are values: and 
values of trust, integrity 
and respect, of stewardship.
	 "And it didn’t take 

long to realize this was a 
bunch of people that make 
up a community they call 
Cullman.
	 "But is wasn’t what they 
did, it was who they are. 
I’m a firm believer that 
who you are is manifested 
by what you do. And that’s 
what attracted us to this 
community.
	 “We’re enthusiastic 
about the future; not 
because of what we do, but 
we feel so comfortable living 
amongst and being a great 
neighbor in a community 
that’s second to none.”

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
CITY OF HANCEVILLE  

Planning Commission 
 

Pursuant to the instructions of the Planning Commission of the City of Hanceville, notice is hereby given that 
Proposed Ordinance No. 621, set forth, will be considered by the Planning Commission on Monday, July 23, 
2018 for a recommendation of passage to the City Council of Hanceville.  A public hearing will be held at 6:00 
p.m., Monday July 23, 2018, at the Hanceville Civic Center, located at 902 Commercial ST NE, Hanceville, 
Alabama, 35077, all interested citizens shall have the opportunity to be heard for or against the passage of 
Proposed Ordinance No. 621. 
 
 

Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby given to all owners, secured parties and 
lienholders of the following described motor vehicles, which I 
have a right to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, in 
accordance with the State of Alabama abandoned vehicle law, 
Statues, Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act 
Number 83-494-S-80. 
1997 Cadillac Seville, Vin.# 1G6KY5294VU837041   
2006 Chevrolet Equinox, Vin. #2CNDL63F066108058 
2007 Chevrolet Impala, Vin. #2G1WB55K279182563 
1992 Chevrolet S-10, Vin. #1GCCS14R5N8188920 
2007 Dodge Caravan, Vin. #2D4GP44L17R345448 
1999 Dodge Durango, Vin. #1B4HS28Z4XF609995 
2010 Honda Civic, Vin. #2HGFA1F57AH515639 
2001 Honda Accord, Vin. #1HGCG22551A031223 
2012 Kia Soul, Vin. #KNDJT2A60C7461057 
2000 Mazda 626, Vin. #1YVGF22C4Y5158964 
2012 Toyota Camry, Vin. #4T4BF1FK5CR263394 
2007 Toyota Sequoia, Vin. #5TDZT34A87S288957 
1998 Toyota Camry, Vin. #4T1BG28K7WU284276 
2001 Toyota RAV4, Vin. #JTEGH20V410015046 
1980 Ford Courier, Vin. #SGTCWM59311 
2016 Nissan Altima, Vin. #1N4BL3AP3GC198651 
   These vehicles will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at 
Mullins Body Shop, LLC, 11042 US Highway 31 South, 
Cullman, Alabama 35055, on Tuesday, August, 21, 2018, at 9:00 
a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Valuation Notice 
The appraised valuations of all property listed for taxation in 
Cullman County have been fixed as provided by law and filed in 
my office according to Sec. 40-30-20, 1975 Code of Alabama.  
The Board of Equalization and Adjustment will hear protest on 
any of these valuations provided these protests are filed in writing 
by August 13, 2018. 

Barry Willingham, ACTA 
Revenue Commissioner 

Board Secretary 
Cullman County 

Run Dates: July 14 and 21 

 

Royal Technologies opens $14M expansion, adds 25 jobs

AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 

HUGE YARD SALE! 
   52 Morgan Avenue, Cullman, on Saturday, July 14, 
from 7:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. Great clothes, lots of toys 
and more! 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

Royal Technologies President Jim 
Vander Kolk cuts the ribbon on his 
company’s $14 million, 194,000-square-
foot facility expansion on Thursday 
morning, July 12, 2018.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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COOKIE, COOKIE, 
COOKIE!
Panera hosts fun event to support Relay for Life

CULLMAN – Panera Bread 
in Cullman this week held 
its first Cookies for a Cure 
event benefiting Relay 
for Life. For a donation of 
$10, children had yummy 
lemonade and were given 
three large flip-flop cookies 
to decorate. Parents 
enjoyed coffee and bagels. 
The children had a great 
time decorating their 
cookies with different color 
icings, colored sprinkles 
and chocolate sprinkles. 
Each adult was entered in a 
drawing for a large Panera 
Bread goodie basket filled 
with a variety of breads, 
bagels and sweets.
	 More than a dozen 
children were already 
there in the first hour of 
the cookie party. Lisa Goins 
brought her two sons Ethan 
(6) and Eli (1). Eli enjoyed 
watching the balloons as 
big brother Ethan put the 
finishing touches on his 
cookies. Ethan chose to 
make two tie-dye cookies 
and one with different color 
hearts. 
	 Ethan said, “I liked 

decorating the cookies. It 
was fun, creative, messy and 
DELICIOUS!!” 
	 His mom Lisa had a great 
time too, sharing, “I have a 
cousin who battled cancer 
and she has been cancer-
free now for six years. We 
love Panera because we like 
healthy food options and 
were happy to hear of this 
event. I explained to Ethan 
that the event was to help 
fight cancer. Giving kids 
an opportunity to do a fun 
hands-on activity for a good 
cause is a great way to teach 
them about helping others.” 
	 Panera associate Cassy 
Calloway was all smiles 
as she helped each kid 
create his or her cookie 
masterpiece. 
	 She was thrilled that 
so many children came, 
explaining, “We planned 
on the event being outside 
but decided to set up inside 
after the rain popped up. I 
am so happy to see so many 
kids here.” 
	 General Manager 
Quentin Bailey echoed 
those concerns but was 
very pleased that the first 
Cookies for a Cure was a hit 
and loved seeing the kids 

enjoying the event.
	 Each Panera location 
allows its staff to choose a 
nonprofit in its community 
to support. Bailey and his 
employees are passionate 
about their choice to help 
Relay for Life. 
	 He explained, “Our 
associate, Donna, is fighting 
cancer. Some employees are 
wearing T-shirts created to 
show our support for her. 
The plan is to have this 
event twice a year around 
Halloween and Valentine’s 
Day with pumpkin- and 
heart-shaped cookies. We 
will continue to do what 
we can to give back to our 
community and Relay for 
Life.” 
	 Each day, Panera Bread 
staff delivers the leftover 
bagels and breads to local 
nonprofit groups in a 
continued effort to be a 
good neighbor. 
	 Bailey said, “It’s 
important for us to give back 
and support the community 
we serve.” 
	 To find out more about 
Relay For Life, visit www.
c u l l m a n r e l ay.w o r d p r e s s.
com or www.facebook.com/
RFLCullmanAL.

Christy Perry
Tribune Correspondent

Ethan Goins, 6, enjoyed making his cookie “tie-dye.”
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**HERO APPRECIATION DISCOUNT**
We want to thank you for 

your service! All active and 
retired military will receive 

30% off plano or Rx sunglasses 
during the month of July. 

United Way set to ‘stuff the bus’ with school supplies
CULLMAN – With school 
starting back, the cost of 
supplies can quickly add 
up and overwhelm some 
families, especially those 
with multiple children. To 
help combat this, United 
Way of Cullman County 
(UWCC) is rolling out a new 
program: Stuff the Bus! 
	 From July 30-Aug. 3, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m. each day, a 
school bus will be parked 
in the south parking lot 
of the Cullman County 
Courthouse (500 Second 
Ave. SW) for people to 
donate any extra school 
supplies they might have. 
Smaller donation boxes 
(all decorated like school 
buses) will also be set up 
around the county.

The supplies being asked 
for are basic school 
necessities, such as:
•	 no. 2 pencils and erasers
•	 glue sticks

•	 rulers
•	 index cards
•	 notebook paper and 
graph paper
•	 colored pencils and 
crayons
•	 ringed binders (from 1" 
to 3")
•	 red, blue and black ink 
pens
•	 composition notebooks
•	 zippered pencil cases
•	 hand sanitizer
•	 safety scissors

This list will also be posted 
on all donation boxes. The 
boxes will be located at 
the Wal-Mart Distribution 
Center, Rusken Packaging, 
Inc., Wallace State 
Community College, 
Warren Averett CPAs and 
Advisors, The UPS Store 
of Cullman and American 
Proteins, Inc., all of whom 
helped partner with UWCC 
to sponsor the program.
	 DeAnn McDonald, 
administrative assistant 
for UWCC, supervised the 
decoration of the boxes 

Friday morning. 
	 "This our first year 
doing this," she stated. "We 
got the idea from some 
other United Ways who've 
done it and been successful, 

so we thought we'd give it a 
try. We're hoping to get the 
word out before the tax-free 
weekend (July 20-22) so 
that people who wouldn't 
normally need to buy school 

supplies could help out with 
the cause tax-free." 
	 The donations will 
benefit students from city 
schools, county schools 
and homeschooling groups. 

Resources will be divided 
among the schools based on 
the number of students, and 
the schools themselves will 
be in charge of handing out 
the supplies as they see fit.

Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

Homeschooled students were invited to help decorate the donation boxes on Friday.
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HANCEVILLE – Several 
grill grates and an entire 
grill have been stolen from 
the pavilions at Hancev-
ille’s C.W. Day Park and 
the swings at the adjoining 
playground were damaged. 
According to Hanceville 
Park Director Ashley Dye, 
the incident occurred in the 
last two nights.   
	 “We have three pavil-
ions in between both of our 

playgrounds at C.W. Day 
Park and each pavilion has 
a small grill and the one 
in the middle has a larger 
stone grill,” Dye said. “All 
the small grills have had the 
grates taken out of them 
except for one, and in one 
of the pavilions the whole 
grill was taken out. Then 
at one of the playgrounds, 
someone has cut the actual 
swings in half.”
	 Along with the issue of 
the grills being looted or 
stolen, Dye said it was frus-

trating to find the damaged 
swings on the playground. 
	 “I don’t know why you 
would do that because it’s 
something that the kids en-
joy, you know,” Dye said. “It 
has nothing to do with any 
person in particular; it’s just 
something for the kids to do 
for fun.” 
	 Those with any infor-
mation regarding the thefts 
and vandalism are asked to 
call the Hanceville Police 
Department at 256-352-
9811.

Park (from Front)
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Cullman Regional 
responds to Ivey
MONTGOMERY – Alabama 
Gov. Kay Ivey on Thursday 
declared a State Public Health 
Emergency due to this season's 
widespread outbreak of the 
influenza virus. Cullman 
Regional’s Lindsey Dossey on 
Friday responded, saying, “The 
best thing we can all do in order 
to stop the spread of flu is to 
stay away from each other, and 
if you have been exposed to 
anyone with the flu, stay away 
from others even if you don’t 
show signs and symptoms.”
 Dossey said staying away 
from others is important 
because oftentimes people are 
sick for 24 hours before they 
exhibit signs or symptoms. 
 “The governor’s 
proclamation really creates 
more awareness of the severity 
of flu throughout our state,” she 
said. “We continue to have high 
volumes of patients present to 
the ER with flu-like systems; 
however, those numbers appear 
to be decreasing (see below). 
Again, those patients continue 
to be treated and released with 
instructions to manage their 
illness at home. Our inpatients 
continue to be sick with a 
multitude of other health 
issues.” 

According to Cullman 
Regional:
• During the first week of 
January (7 days): 310 people 
were tested who presented 
with flu-like symptoms, with 78 
testing positive.
• This week (only 5 days so 
far); 178 people were tested 
who presented with flu-like 
symptoms, with 37 testing 

positive.

“Now, this could be that people 
have gone to urgent care 
facilities or to their primary 
care providers to receive care 
rather than coming to the 
emergency department, and 
certainly doesn’t mean that 
the chance of getting the flu is 
decreasing,” Dossey stressed.
 “Many hospitals have 
banned visitors to keep their 
patients from being exposed. 
We are not banning visitors 
at Cullman Regional,” she 
stated, “but we are strongly 
discouraging visitors as 
our patients are already 
immunocompromised due 
to other illnesses, and being 
exposed to the flu could be 
detrimental to their health.”

Ivey's declaration reads as 
follows:
WHEREAS the State Health 
Officer has reported that an 
outbreak of the influenza virus 
has occurred in the State of 
Alabama; and
 WHEREAS this outbreak 
poses a high probability of 
widespread exposure to an 
infectious agent that poses 
significant risk of substantial 
harm to a large number 
of people in the affected 
population; and
 WHEREAS the health care 
facilities and personnel of the 
State are overwhelmed by the 
number of ill patients and taxed 
to such an extent that care of 
patients may now no longer 
be provided in the traditional, 
normal, and customary 
manner nor is the utilization 
of traditional, normal, and 
customary standards of care 
possible.

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kay 
Ivey, Governor of the State of 
Alabama, pursuant to relevant 
provisions of the Alabama 
Emergency Management Act 
of 1955, section 31-9-1 et seq., 
Code of Alabama (1975), on 
the recommendation of the 
State Health Officer, do hereby 
declare that a State Public 
Health Emergency exists in 
the State of Alabama. I direct 
the appropriate state agencies 
to exercise their statutory and 
regulatory authority to assist 
the communities and entities 
affected. I also direct the 
Alabama Department of Public 
Health and Alabama Emergency 
Management Agency to seek 
federal assistance as may be 
available.
 FURTHER, I direct the 
following:
 Health care facilities 
that have invoked their 
emergency operation plans in 
response to this public health 
emergency may implement 
the “alternative standards of 
care” plans provided therein, 
and such are declared to be 
the state approved standard 
of care in health care facilities 
to be executed by health 
care professionals and allied 
professions and occupations 
providing services in response 
to this outbreak.
 These “alternative 
standards of care” shall serve as 
the “standard of care” as defined 
in section 6-5-542(2), Code 
of Alabama for the purposes 
of section 6-5-540 et seq. 
The “degree of care” owed to 
patients by licensed, registered 
or certified health care 
professionals for the purposes 
of section 6-5-484 shall be the 
same degree of care set forth 
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PLANT IT

Preserving hydrangeas
I f you want to preserve 

your hydrangeas you 
must bite the bullet 

and cut them now, while 
they are still vibrant and 
have not started to turn 
brown. (Some of them turn 
a pretty copper color, that 
looks great in fall arrange-
ments.)
 After you have clipped 
them, strip most of the 
leaves away from the stems. 
Trim the stems in varying 
lengths.
 There is always a hard 
way and an easy way to do 
just about anything, so let’s 
take the easy way! 
 Arrange your hydran-

geas in vases, baskets or on 
wreaths, just like you would 
any cut flower.
 You can even add water 
to the vases if you want the 
process to take a little lon-
ger, but it’s not necessary. 
 Position them in your 
home so that they get no 
direct sun, but filtered, in-
direct light is fine. 
 Then forget about them 
for about a month. Serious-
ly, just forget about them. 
No water, no hanging them 
upside down, nothing…
 When they are com-
pletely dry, you can leave 
them in the container you 
started with if it suits your 
décor, or, you can make a 
wreath for your door, a swag 
for your mantle, or even 
save them for your Christ-
mas tree! 

 The only thing you need 
to be careful about is leav-
ing them prone on a table or 
countertop while they are 
drying because it will cause 
the cluster to be flat on one 
side. 
 Now, very gently, re-
move them from contain-
ers and take them outside.  
Place on table covered by 
plastic garbage bags.
 Lay then singly. Now 
spray lightly with clear 
spray paint. Any clear spray 
paint will work, it doesn't 
have to be floral paint.
 You might want to wait 
until they are completely 
dry, then flip over and spray 
the other side.
 When dry, carefully 
make arrangements as usu-
al.

Loretta 
Gillespie
Tribune 
Correspondent

Dried hydrangeas make beautiful centerpieces.
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of having a Huntsville or a 
Decatur or a Montgomery. 
And so, this technology 
right now is so important to 
us, and to the citizens of this 
area. You know, people can 
move here, they can open 
up a home business, they 
can do legal work here, they 
can do any kind of work they 
want to do.
 "They don’t have to 
go find an area that they 
can do that in. And so this 
should help expand growth 
out in this area. It should 
help the schools, over 
time, because one of the 

big problems we have is, 
the children have access 
to the internet at school, 
and then they go home and 
don’t have access. And so, 
that’s a disadvantage. This 
technology is going to be a 
tremendous benefit to those 
citizens and those kids, so 
we’re real excited about it.”
 Harbison added, “I want 
to thank y’all for y’all’s 
investment in Cullman 
County and rural Alabama. 
As Senator Bussman said, 
it’s very important for 
our education system, 
because we’ve got the city of 

Cullman, and they have all 
of the infrastructure needed 
there, but we have a lot of 
rural county schools.
 “You know, with Smith 
Lake we have some pretty 
expensive houses out here, 
and I know people who live 
in Birmingham who work 
from home, but would love 
to move up to the lake, but 
they can’t because of the 
high-speed internet. So I 
think this is going to open 
up the door for a lot of 
things, and I think it’s going 
to help our real estate and 
our education system.”

 AT&T issued a press 
release about the new 
project, which stated in 
part:
 “AT&T plans to reach 
nearly 66,000 locations 
with this technology across 
Alabama by 2020 and, 
with this initial offering, 
Fixed Wireless Internet 
is available today in parts 
of rural communities 
throughout Alabama.”
 “'I am thankful for the 
leadership of our elected 
officials who work to 
ensure a pro-consumer 
business environment and 

am delighted the rural 
residents of Cullman 
County are among the first 
in the nation to access this 
innovative technology,” said 
Cherrie Haney, director of 
Cullman County Economic 
Development. 
 “‘The more than 5,300 
men and women who work 
for AT&T and call Alabama 
home, are proud to work 
with our local, state and 
federal leadership to provide 
the connectivity Alabama’s 
residents and businesses 
demand,” said Hargrove. 
“Through this innovative 

service, we are helping close 
the remaining connectivity 
gap in Alabama.”
 “The nine states where 
we have already launched 
service include Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and Louisiana. 
Additional states where 
we plan to launch this year 
are Arkansas, California, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Michigan, Ohio, Texas and 
Wisconsin. 
 “We will provide updates 
about additional availability 

Internet (from Front)

DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*All rebates applied, must have ‘99 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.
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2018 GMC SIERRA 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive 
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NOW ONLY $33,424
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2017 GMC SIERRA 1500
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WAS $31,700

NOW ONLY $51,995
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2017 GMC YUKON XL
2WD 4DR SLT

WAS $61,815

GET THE BEST NEW YEAR’S DEALS ONLY AT BILL SMITH BUICK GMC
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with state law.

On Wednesday morning, 
Baxter forwarded the memo 
to all county commissions 
and sheriff ’s offices along 
with her own memo which 
read, in part, “Pursuant to 
Governor Ivey’s directive, 
my staff will send these 
funds ‘to the county general 
fund or to an account 
established for the sheriff ’s 
official use, whichever is 
appropriate for the county 
at issue under local laws 
and ordinances consistent 
with state law.’” 
	 Alabama Appleseed 
Center for Law and Justice 
and the Southern Center 
for Human Rights (SCHR), 
two organizations that filed 
a joint lawsuit in January 
against 49 Alabama county 
sheriffs (including Cullman 
County Sheriff Matt Gentry) 
seeking public records 
showing whether they had 
personally profited from 
funds allocated for feeding 
inmates, challenged a detail 
of the memo. 
	 They pointed out that 
the policy change, in the 
words of the memo, only 
affected “the State’s current 
policy of paying prisoner 
food service allowances 
directly to sheriffs.”
	 Food service allowances 
are funds to cover the cost 
of preparing and serving 
meals to prisoners, but do 
not cover the cost of the 
food itself.
	 The groups then noted 
that official “food service 
allowances” account for 

only a small amount of the 
money given to sheriffs 
for the feeding of their 
prisoners, with the majority 
of funds being earmarked 
for food item purchases.  
Through this loophole, 
according to the two 
organizations, sheriffs may 
continue to pocket large 
amounts of the food money 
they receive.

SCHR issued the 
following press release 
Wednesday afternoon:
In two memos sent yesterday, 
Alabama Governor Kay Ivey 
announced that sheriffs may 
no longer personally profit 
from a very small portion of 
jail food funds: those state 
funds allocated for services 
in preparing and serving 
food to people in their jails. 
Contrary to media reports, 
these memos do not yet fully 
fix the problem of sheriffs 
personally pocketing these 
public funds. 
	 The food service 
allowance funds make 
up a small fraction of the 
total amount that a sheriff 
receives. In 2017, across 
the state, sheriffs received 
$204,605.10 in food 
service allowance funds, 
and the far larger sum of 
$4,991,500.50 for food costs. 
This means that the food 
service allowance, which the 
Governor’s memo addresses, 
constituted less than 4% of 
the total amount of state 
jail food money given to 
sheriffs last year. In some 
counties, the difference was 

starker: in Baldwin County, 
Sheriff Huey Mack received 
a food service allowance of 
$4,106.25, and $293,980.75 
to purchase food. 
	 “We agree with Governor 
Ivey that the law does not 
permit the conversion of 
public funds – funds which 
are designated by statute 
for the feeding of prisoners 
– into personal income 
for sheriffs,” said Aaron 
Littman, an attorney at the 
Southern Center for Human 
Rights. “Unfortunately, 
barring further action, 
sheriffs will continue to 
pocket large amounts of 
taxpayer money from jail 
food accounts.”
	 “For decades some 
Alabama sheriffs have 
abused the public trust 
by placing personal profit 
over meeting the basic 
human needs of people 
in their care,” said Frank 
Knaack, executive director 
of Alabama Appleseed. “We 
thank Governor Ivey for 
taking the first step to rein in 
this abuse and urge Alabama 
legislators to heed her call to 
end this for good.”

Cullman’s Sheriff Gentry 
trying to get ahead of the 
issue
In February of this year, 
sponsor Rep. Corey 
Harbison, R- Good Hope 
and co-sponsors Rep. 
Randall Shedd, R-Fairview 
and Rep. Ed Henry, 
R-Hartselle, with support 
from Gentry, introduced 
House Bill 461, proposing 
that citizens vote on an 

amendment to the state 
constitution that would 
remove all food money 
from the personal control 
of any Cullman County 
Sheriff.  Sen. Paul Bussman, 
R-Cullman supported the 
bill when it moved to the 
Alabama Senate.

The proposed amendment 
covers all food funding 
from any source, reading:
Effective beginning the 
next term of office of the 
Sheriff of Cullman County 
after the ratification of this 
amendment, any allowances 
or other amounts received 
by the sheriff for feeding 
prisoners shall be deposited 
in a separate account in 
the county treasury to be 
known as the "Sheriff's 
Discretionary Fund" and 
shall be used by the sheriff 
for the feeding of prisoners 
in the county jail. Any funds 
in the Sheriff's Discretionary 
Fund over the amounts 
needed for feeding prisoners 
may be used by the sheriff for 
law enforcement purposes 
and for the operation of 
the office of the sheriff. 
Any funds in the Sheriff's 
Discretionary Fund shall 
be carried over from year to 
year. In the event additional 
amounts are needed by the 
sheriff for the feeding of 
prisoners, the amounts shall 
be paid by the sheriff from 
any other discretionary 
funds available for the 
operation of the office of the 
sheriff. The sheriff shall not 
be subject to the competitive 

bid law for the purchase of 
food or supplies used for 
feeding prisoners in the 
county jail.

The bill passed both houses 
in March and will be on the 
ballot during the general 
election in November, at 
which time voters will have 
the opportunity to decide 
whether to approve the 
amendment.

After the passage of the 
bill, Gentry issued the 
following statement:
I would first like to thank our 
local legislative delegation 
for passing the local food 
bill out of the Alabama 
Legislature that changes 
the food bill from a personal 
account of the sheriff to a 
discretionary account of the 
Cullman County Sheriff's 
Office to be used for training, 
to buy equipment, and other 
law enforcement purposes. 
	 I would specifically like to 
thank Representative Corey 
Harbison for sponsoring 
the bill and Representatives 
Randall Shedd, Ed Henry 
and Senator Paul Bussman 
for voting for the local bill. 
	 Once signed by Governor 
Ivey, and if the citizens of 
Cullman County approve 
this local bill in November 
2018, it will establish 
transparency and ( fiscal) 
responsibility over the jail 
food account that the old 
1930's food bill and current 
law does not allow for. 
	 Since I was a candidate, 
and having the honor 
of becoming Sheriff of 

Cullman County, I have been 
committed to fixing the food 
bill issue. I am grateful to be 
able to get a local bill passed 
and placed on the ballot 
for the citizens of Cullman 
County to vote on. 

After the issuance of the 
governor’s memo this week, 
Gentry told The Tribune, 
“You know, for us, I saw 
the memo that went out.  
But our biggest contingent 
is that, hopefully in 
November, we are already 
one step ahead, and we have 
it on the ballot. We worked 
with our legislators this 
last session to get it put on 
the ballot, to change the 
food bill--the way it’s ran 
in Cullman County--from a 
private account to a public 
account that will be audited 
by the state auditors.
	 “And what we’re trying 
to do now is to urge people 
in November to vote yes on 
the ballot to change it from 
a private account--which 
is by state law ran by the 
sheriff--to a public account 
which is then, by state law, 
ran by the sheriff- one that 
will be audited.”
	 To view the governor’s 
and comptroller’s 
memos, visit http://
comptroller.alabama.gov/
w p - c o n t e n t / u p l o a d s /
sites/15/2018/07/2018-07-
1 0 - S h e r i f f - A l l o w a n c e s -
Comptroller- Governor.pdf. 
	 To view HB461 and the 
proposed constitutional 
amendment, visit https://
l e g i s c a n . c o m / A L / t e x t /
HB461/2018.

Food (from Front)



Graveside services for Mr. Nicholas Raymond 
Rurak, 47, of Logan are 11 a.m. on Saturday, 
July 14, 2018 at Prospect Church of Christ 

Cemetery. Cullman Funeral Home directing. 
Mr. Rurak passed away on Monday, July 9, 

2018. He was preceded in death by his mother, 
Eileen Elliott. He is survived by his father, 

Nick Rurak; brother, Dustin (Jackie) Harper; 
sisters, Lynette (Chris) Cowan, Wendy Turner 
and Amanda (Jarod) Barnett; special aunt and 
uncle, Tina and Willard Whiting and a host of 

nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles and cousins.

Herbert Barnett, 67 of Holly Pond, passed away 
Thursday, July 12, 2018. He was born October 

24, 1950 in Walter, Alabama, to Gilbert and 
Irene Bice Barnett. Herbert was a loving father 

to Damon, and proud grandfather of Caden 
and Emily. A construction worker by trade, Mr. 
Barnett spent his life working hard to provide 
for his family. Herbert is preceded in death by 

his parents, Gilbert and Irene Barnett; brother, 
Joe Barnett; sisters, Ann, Sandra, Juaena, and 

Kaye; brother-in-law, James Crumbley; and 
nephew, Brandon Barnett. Survivors include his 
son, Damon (Amanda) Barnett; brothers, Alton 

(Sue) Barnett, Randy (Charlotte) Barnett; sister, 
Vaudean Crumbley; grandchildren, Caden and 

Emily Barnett; a host of nieces and nephews and 
many friends. Funeral services will be Saturday, 

July 14, 2018 at 11 a.m. in the Holly Pond Funeral 
Home Chapel, Jimmy Martin officiating. Friends 
may visit with the family Saturday, July 14, 2018 
from 10 a.m. until services begin at 11 a.m. Burial 

will follow in Duck River Cemetery. Damon 
Barnett, Caden Barnett, Josh Whitehead, Jason 

Barnett, Kyle Barnett, and Rodney Lee will serve 
as pallbearers. In lieu of flowers, donations can 

be made to the Hanceville Nursing Home in 
memory of Herbert. Holly Pond Funeral Home 

is honored to serve the family of Mr. Barnett.

Rebecca Anne Fleming Peavey, 77 of Madison, 
entered into rest on Tuesday, July 10, 2018 at her 
home surrounded by her loving family. Rebecca 
was born on May 6, 1941 in Brewton, Alabama. 

Rebecca graduated from Murphy High School in 
1959.  She started her career as a kindergarten 

teacher and retired as a budget analyst at 
Redstone Arsenal.  Rebecca was a member of 

Meek Baptist Church. She was a Girl Scout leader, 

played softball, girls coach, and belonged to the 
Homemakers Club. She enjoyed music, dancing 

and life at the lake. Visitation will be held on 
Saturday, July 14, 2018, from 3:30 p.m. until 5 

p.m. at Meek Baptist Church in Arley, where 
services will be at 5 p.m. Brother Thomas Hyche 

will officiate. Burial will follow in Meek Cemetery. 
Rebecca is survived by her daughters, Lynn Peavey 
Southgate and her husband Edward, Anne Peavey; 
brother, John Nipper; sisters, Jeanne Tate and her 

husband Barton, Dottie Howard, Faye Johnson, 
Lisa Britt and her husband James. She was 

Grandmama to 2 grandchildren, Taylor Southgate, 
Parker Southgate; 2 great-grandchildren, 

Rylan and Sophia Jarrel. She is also survived by 
nephews, Ryan Howard, Caleb Fleming, Austin 

Johnson, Michael Henderson, Bart Tate; and 
nieces, Michele Hanshaw, Bailey Peterson and 
Ramsey Tate. She was preceded in death by her 
husband of 51 years, Douglas J. Peavey; father, 
Aden C. Fleming, and mother, Evelyn Nipper.

Helen Lee Hyde Foust, 92, finished her journey in 
this world and went home to Jesus on Friday July 
6, 2018 at Maury Regional Hospital in Columbia, 

TN. She was born at Boothton, Alabama on March 
7, 1926 to the late Edith Booth Hyde and Charlie 
Hyde and was one of 9 children. She was married 
to the late, Earl Jr. Foust on July 12, 1947. They 

had two children Linda Carol Foust Grajewski of 
Columbia, TN and the late, Kenneth Earl Foust. 

She was retired from Woodland Community 
Hospital in Cullman, Alabama where she also 
served many years in the Auxillary. Her home 

church and community of over 50 years was 
Walter Baptist Church. She helped to raise several 

generations of children by serving there in the 
Nursery, VBS and other areas. She loved them 
dearly! She loved Jesus, her family and people, 

was an avid quilter until her failing eyesight 
prevented it, but continued with her Card ministry 

with people receiving them even while she was in 
hospice care the week of her death. She was a life-
long student of God’s Word (Holy Bible) and loved 
her Bible Study small group (GRACE) at Pleasant 

Heights Baptist Church in Columbia, TN. Hers was 
a life well-lived! Survivors include: her daughter, 

Linda Carol Foust Grajewski (Joe) grandsons 
Joe E. Grajewski (Carolyne), Josh Grajewski, 

granddaughter Ashley Foust (Ravi Purandare) 
and 3 great-grandchildren; Azrael Hozian, 

Ember Purandare and River Grajewski. She has 
one surviving sister, Carolyn Hyde Grover of 

Brewton, Alabama, also, a host of nieces, nephews, 
family and friends. Her services will be held at 

WALTER BAPTIST CHURCH in Cullman County, 
Alabama on Saturday July 14, with viewing 
from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m. and the Celebration 
of Life Services will be held at 2 p.m.; Duck 

River Cemetery for burial, and Family/Friends 
Meal at Walter Baptist Church immediately 

after. Hanceville Funeral Home in Hanceville, 
Alabama is handling arrangements. Our special 
thanks to the staff at Maury Regional Hospital, 
CHARIS Hospice and Poplar Estates assisted 

living. In lieu of flowers please send donations 
to: St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital in Memphis, 

TN. “I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith.”  2 Timothy 4:7

George "Jack" Wakefield, 85, of Danville, 
entered into rest on Thursday, July 12, 2018 

at his surrounded by his loved ones. Jack was 
born December 16, 1932, to Luther Andrew and 
Mary Jane Ward Wakefield. He was preceded in 
death by his parents; one son, Arvid Wakefield; 
three brothers; and four sisters. He is survived 

by his wife, Faye Blevins Wakefield; three 
sons, Ronald (JoAnne) Wakefield of Lincoln 

Park, MI, Mark (Deborah) Wakefield of 
Prattville, AL, and Luther (Karen) Wakefield 
of Danville, AL; one daughter Rhonda Barton 

of Danville, AL; one daughter-in-law Dawn 
Hinson Wakefield; eleven grandchildren, and 
15 great-grandchildren; and a host of nieces, 

nephews and friends. Visitation will be on 
Sunday, July 15, 2018 from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m. 

at Parkway Funeral Home in Trinity, Alabama, 
where his funeral service will be Monday, July 

16, 2018 at 11 a.m. Please no live flowers. In lieu 
of flowers, please make donations to Hospice 

of the Valley in memory of Mr. Wakefield or the 
ALS Association in memory of Arvid Wakefield.

Mrs. Dorothy Wachter Paulovich, 86 of Cullman, 
Alabama, passed away July 12, 2018. She was 

born in Cullman on April 27, 1932 to Alvin and 
Claire Wachter. She is preceded in death by her 

parents, husband John Paulovich, sisters Alfaretta 
Baier, Eleanor Richard, brothers Joe and William 

Wachter. She was a graduate of Sacred Heart 
Catholic High School and St. Vincent’s School 

of Nursing (class of 1950). She truly enjoyed her 
health professional career at Cullman Hospital, 

Woodland Hospital and Cullman Outpatient 
Surgical Center. A Funeral Mass will be at 10 

a.m. on Monday, July 16 at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Catholic Church in Cullman with Father Patrick 
Egan O.S.B. officiating. Interment will follow in 
Sacred Heart Catholic Cemetery. Survivors are 

her children Sarah (David) Seymore, Joe (Karen) 
Paulovich, Lisa (Joey) Saia and Dan (Danza) 

Paulovich, four granddaughters Katie (Simon) 
Ranelli, Sarah Beth Seymore, Payton Paulovich 

and Gabrielle Saia, great grandsons Jackson 
Paulovich, Anthony and David Ranelli. Visitation 

will be Sunday, July 15, 2018 at 5:30 p.m. and 
a Rosary at 7:30 p.m. at Moss Funeral Home.

Funeral services for Buford M. Gross, 85 of 
Decatur, AL., will be Monday, July 16, 2018 at 2 
p.m. at Moss Service Funeral Home in Cullman, 

AL. with Rev. Billy Harper officiating. The 
burial will follow at Cullman Memory Gardens. 

Visitation will be Sunday, July 15, 2018 from 6 p.m. 
until 8 p.m. at Moss Service Funeral Home. Mr. 

Gross passed away July 12, 2018 at the home of his 
daughter, Dea Anna Short. He was a member of 

Southside Baptist Church, a Veteran of the United 
States Army, and a graduate of Auburn University. 
He retired from the Federal Land Bank of Jackson, 

MS. As a senior credit analyst and appraiser. He 
lived his life of agriculture by raising a garden 
every year, working on the family farms, and 

making wood furniture. He is preceded in death 
by his parents; Dr. Charles M. Gross and Christine 
Teichmiller Gross; and a brother, Augustus “Gus” 

Gross. He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Jayne 
Morrison Gross; three children: Philip M. Gross, 

Holly Beth Gross, and Dea Anna Short (Brian); 
two grandchildren, Elizabeth Christina Murphy 
(Loran) and Savannah Katharine Gross; seven 

siblings: Katharine Millar, Tom Gross (Bonnie), 
Rachel Schaefers (Theodore), Imogene Heatherly 
(Raymond), Christine Livingston (Michael), Perry 
Gross (Teresa), and Barbara Harper, and multiple 
nieces, nephews, great nieces and great nephews. 

Pallbearers will be Michael Livingston, Randy 
Smith, Zane Legg, Mike Legg, Eddie Lackey, and 
Dwight “Frog” Legg. In lieu of flowers, the family 
request that donations be made to the Hospice of 
the Valley. Moss Service Funeral Home Directing.
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Tribune Files from Yesteryear
From The Files Of 1933

The Hi-Y Club of Cullman 
High School was organized 
in 1929. This club is a Chris-
tian organization promot-
ing clean speech, clean 
thoughts and clean athlet-
ics. Only boys of high char-
acter are invited to join. Of-
ficers for the present year 
are: president, Alvin Camp, 
vice-president, Norman 
Bender, secretary, Rob Roy 
Latta and treasurer, Athel 
Hyatt.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Luther 
Calvert, of Bremen, attend-
ed the birthday dinner at 
Mr. and Mrs. Will Calvert’s 
at Brushy Pond, on Sunday.
	 Misses Ruby, Grace and 
Hazel Sandlin, Altie Pear-
son and Mathlee Wilson 
spent Sunday with Misses 
Essie, Bessie and Tressie 
Stricklin.
	 Carl Calvert, of Brushy 

Pond was the Saturday 
night visitor of Lowton Wil-
loughby.
	 Mrs. Opal Veenstra, of 
Florida, is spending a few 
weeks with Mrs. Ella Doss 
and family.
	 Reverend Harvey 
Edwards, of Prospect, 
preached at Valley Springs, 
last Saturday.
	 Mrs. John Rimel vis-
ited her brother, Oscar 
Compton, at Arkadelphia, 
last week. Miss Clara Mae 
Compton visited in Hancev-
ille, on Saturday afternoon.
	 Those elected to the 
National Honor Society at 
Cullman High School for 
last semester of 1933 were: 
Dorothy Reinstadler, Ella 
Schuman, Clema Self, Betty 
Stiefelmeyer and Wynelle 
Taylor.
	 Reverend Virgil Size-
more, of Holly Pond, spent 

Thursday with Reverend 
M.H. Love and family, at 
Longview. Reverend M.H. 
Love is attending the Bible 
school at the Baptist church 
in west Cullman.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Novie 
Chaney, of Cullman, were 
the dinner guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse Howard recently.
	 Some of the early gar-
deners are braving the cold 
to set out cabbage and on-
ion plants.
	 The Judge Tankersley 
family has moved to the 
Ebenezer community.
	 I couldn’t wait for suc-
cess so I went on without it.

From The Files Of 1955
George John Beyer, age 75, 
who served two terms as 
mayor of Cullman in the 
early 1900’s, died in Bir-
mingham, on Monday. Mr. 
Beyer was retired from the 

hardware business.
	 Returning home after 
two years of military service 
in Alaska are Corporal Leo 
Hasenbein and Corporal 
Louis Hasenbein, twin sons 
of the Frank Hasenbeins.
	 Garley C. Chapman, 
Police Chief in Cullman is 
happy with the new speed 
limits.
	 Dane Estes, age 20, of 
Holly Pond is pictured in a 
wheelchair.
	 Dane was stricken with 
polio, last February 13th 
while playing basketball for 
Saint Bernard College. He is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Nor-
ris Estes.
	 The building commit-
tee for Trinity Evangelical 
Church in Hanceville is 
Albert Burkart, C.T. Burk-
art, Paul Fox, Henry Fuchs, 
Albert Jochum, Edwin 
McNutt, Herbert Michel-

felder, G.W. Thom, Henry 
Warren and Otto Michel-
felder. Reverend C. Burk-
art organized the church in 
1885.
	 The registered Hamp-
shire Hog sale will be held 
at Ponder Warehouse, on 
February 6th.
	 Reverend Sim Calvert is 
pastor of Bethany Baptist 
Church and is teaching a Bi-
ble study this week.
	 J.A. Perdue has opened 
a store at Wheat in the L.H. 
Perdue Storehouse.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Cobb and boys are spending 
the winter in Florida.
	 Herbert Otto Reinhardt 
and Alma Edith Marie Rich-
ter were married, on Janu-
ary 20th.
	 Mrs. Marvin Ashwander 
and Miss Dorothy Jackson 
spent Thursday in Birming-
ham.

	 Doctor and Mrs. Allen 
Gray, of Schnectady, New 
York, announce the birth 
of a daughter, on January 
16th. Doctor Gray is the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. C.H. Gray.

From The Files Of 1992
Jack Sides Returns To 
Cullman
Former Cullman Mayor 
Jack Sides and likely May-
oral candidate this year, has 
returned to Cullman from a 
Birmingham Hospital, fol-
lowing treatment in a coro-
nary care unit.
	 Sides will return to Bir-
mingham for additional 
tests to be sure he does not 
have arterial blockage in 
about a month.
	 The Cullman business 
man is apparently feel-
ing better than he has in 
months. Welcome home, 
Jack!

Poet's Corner
Light Bearer

By: Randy C. Hale
randyhale62@yahoo.com

My son-in-law Greg 
delivers medical 
equipment to the 
homes of the dying.
He's been dog bite, 
stuck in mud,
gets hot, wet and cold.
He's often praised 
but has been
cussed, all in a busy day.

It's really a ministry, those long hours,
frequent stops and many miles.

Meeting people sometimes for the first
and the last time.

Praying for those who desire it
and offers a helping hand when he can.

He delivers the needed equipment
to sustain their final days, and picks it up

when their time has come.
He rides before or behind the man

in the dark cloak, carrying a lantern
of comfort and hope.

In honor of Greg Hamlin and to many others who 
work hard in the service to others, often unnoticed.

BILLY BOB'S STORIES AND STUFF
My favorite place at our house is not in the house

I used to say I was go-
ing to hang up a porch 
swing – just as soon as 

I got a porch! Oh, we have a 
front porch, but it’s not big 
enough for a swing. To solve 
my problem, without build-
ing a porch, Jean bought 
me a yard swing - complete 
with its own canopy. I have 
enjoyed it immensely, but I 
am proud to announce that 
we now have our very own 
covered back porch. I still 
don’t have a porch swing, 
but I do have a new favorite 
chair and it’s on the back 
porch.
	 Several years ago, Amer-
ican families left the front 
porch and went inside. 
There were basically two 
reasons. First was the in-
vention of television and 
next came air conditioning. 
I blame this for the decline 
in the number of picking 
musicians these days too. 
Back then the porch was the 
coolest room in the house 

– even though it was not in 
the house. Families drank 
coffee there in the morn-
ings and iced tea in the cool 
of the evenings. Some drank 
other things, but not us. We 
watched the world from our 
porches instead of on tele-
vision. If you lived in town, 
you spoke to your neigh-
bors as they passed. Most 
stopped to visit for a few 
minutes.
	 Growing up, the closest 
thing we had to air condi-
tioning was a large window 
fan in the back room. It 
mostly pulled the hot air 
through the house.
	 Fortunately, our old 
house was surrounded by 
shade trees. I guess we 
weren’t wealthy enough 
to have a swing, but we did 
have a porch with chairs.
	 I remember sitting out 
there with my mom, pick-
ing my old flattop Truetone, 
or listening to the evening 
concerts performed by the 
local frog-and-cricket choir. 
The pond, within a stone’s 
throw of our porch, had 
ample choir members. The 
crickets sang soprano, tree 

frogs sang tenor, and bull 
frogs sang bass. Some nights 
an owl joined on owl-to. 
The dogs under the porch 
barked out an occasional 
“Amen!” I loved watching 
and listening to nature from 
that ole porch.
	 Last year, after the tree 
fell through our house, 
since we had carpenters 
there already, we asked 
them to build a porch over 
part of our deck. It has 
brought back many child-
hood memories.
	 Our new porch over-
looks a pool, instead of a 
pond, but frogs don’t know 
the difference. Like their 
pond relatives long ago, 
they too put on a concert 
on summer nights. We even 
have an owl in the woods 
directly behind our house 
who-who joins in occasion-
ally.
	 Past the “frog pool” 
runs a small stream. Drew’s 
wooden gym set sets just 
beyond the stream. One 
morning, as I sat on the 
porch drinking coffee, I no-
ticed a large, white breast-
ed, red headed, woodpecker 

perched atop the swing set. 
I quickly
	 pulled out my phone 
to snap a picture, but even 
zoomed in, he was too far 
away. I slowly and quietly 
drew nearer to get a better 
look.
	 To my surprise, he con-
tinued to sit there. I finally 
managed a close enough 
view to realize why. My 
woodpecker was actually 
an empty Gatorade bottle, 
complete with a white label 
and a red cap!
	 If you get a chance to-
day, slow down. If you are 
blessed enough to have 
porch, front or back, sit 
down. Speak to your neigh-
bors as they pass.
	 Soak up the sights and 
sounds of nature. Have a 
cup of coffee, glass of iced 
tea, or a bottle of Gatorade. 
If you don’t have woodpeck-
ers, put an empty bottle off 
in the distance and pretend. 
Poor eyesight helps.

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-745-0588 (office) or 
334-728-5514 (cell).

Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor
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PROPOSED 
 ORDINANCE NO. 621 

Zoning 
 
 
         AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 510 AND ORDINANCE NO. 
608.   
 
 
WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 510 is the City of Hanceville Zoning Ordinance; and  
 
WHERAS, some restrictions, regulations, and allowances are burdensome and/or in conflict 
with other current ordinances and it is in the best interest of the City to amend Ordinance No. 
510 again. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HANCEVILLE, 
ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  Under the authority of Chapter 52, Articles 1 through 4, Section 11-52-1 through  
11-52-84, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, Zoning Ordinance No. 510, is hereby amended 
as follows: 
 
Section 2.  ARTICLE III ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS 
 Section 3.4 USE CATEGORIES  
                         3.4.2 CONDITIONAL USES  
 D. Deleted 
 
Section 3.  ARTICLE IV USE PROVISIONS FOR ZONING DISTRICTS 

Section 4.4 FLOOR SPACE REQUIREMENTS IN THE B-1 LOCAL SHOPPING 
DISTRICT is deleted. 
 

                        Section 4.5 TABLE OF USES 
 Dwelling unit above the first floor of a business establishment (Loft Apts) is 

permitted in zones B-1 and B-2. 
 Fireworks stand is permitted in zones B-1 and B-2 only 
 Home occupation subject to the provisions of Article 8, Section 8.7.2 of this 

article is permitted in all zones. 
 

Section 4.  ARTICLE V USE PROVISIONS FOR SPECIAL ZONING DISTRICTS   
    Section 5.1 MHP MANUFACTURED HOME PARK DISTRICT 
  Section 5.1.6 LICENSE REQUIRED FOR MANUFACTURED HOME PARK 

It shall be unlawful for any person to establish, operate or maintain, or permit to be 
established, operated or maintained upon any property owned, leased or 
controlled by them, a manufactured home park without having first secured a 
license for each such park form the City of Hanceville pursuant to this Article. The 
annual license fee shall be as set forth in the City of Hanceville’s current fee 
schedule. 

 
Section 5.  ARTICLE VII GENERAL REGULATIONS 
    Section 7.4 NECESSARY REPAIRS PERMITTED is deleted. 
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    Section 7.9 ZONING OF NEWLY ANNEXED LAND 

All land hereafter annexed to the City of Hanceville shall be zoned in accordance 
with the following procedure:  
7.9.1 The Planning Commission at their next scheduled meeting following the 
annexation of a property must draft a preliminary report of the area involved 
including the proposed zoning, schedule a public hearing on the proposal, giving 
notice to the public of such hearing by posting in four (4) conspicuous places in 
the municipality at least six (6) days prior to the hearing and as required by 
Alabama State Law. After holding the public hearing, the commission drafts a 
recommended zoning ordinance and map to be considered by the governing 
body.  

7.9.2 The City Council upon receipt of a recommendation from the Planning 
Commission, gives notice and holds a public hearing prior to adopting a zoning 
ordinance. The notice must be published along with the ordinance in full in a 
newspaper published within the municipality. The notice must state the time and 
place that the ordinance is to be considered by the municipal governing body and 
stating further that at such time and place all persons who desire shall have an 
opportunity to be heard in opposition to or in favor of the ordinance. One week 
after the first insertion the ordinance must be published for a second time (or a 
synopsis, including the date and name of the newspaper in which the ordinance 
was first published). Both insertions must be published at least fifteen (15) days 
in advance of the passage of the ordinance.      

    7.9.3 Deleted 
 
    Section 7.11 Burial Plots 
    7.11.1 Bodies must be buried in an established cemetery. 
 
         Section 7.12 Unattended Donation Bins 
    7.12.1 Unattended donation bins/boxes are not permitted in any district or zone. 
 
Section 6.  ARTICLE VIII SUPPLEMENTAL REGULATIONS AND MODIFICATIONS 
        Section 8.1 ACCESSORY USES OR STRUCTURES 

8.1.2 Detached accessory buildings in residential districts shall not be nearer 
than five (5) feet to any side or rear lot line.  Detached automobile garages 
located in a side yard must maintain the side yard and front yard setbacks for the 
applicable zoning district. 
 
Section 8.7 HOME OCCUPATIONS 
8.7.1 Deleted 
 
Section 8.11 SWIMMING AND WADING POOLS 
8.11.1 Swimming pools and wading pools not located within a permanently and 
completely walled structure shall be constructed no closer than ten (10) feet of 
any property line and shall be completely fenced off from the ground up to a 
height of at least four (4) feet. 

 
Section 7.  ARTICLE XIII ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
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    Section 13.2 BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED (paragraph 1) 
It shall be unlawful to commence earthwork; the excavation for the construction of 
any building or other structure including accessory structures or signs; installation of 
any mobile home or house trailer; store building materials or erect temporary field 
offices; or commence the moving, alteration, repair, or improvement (except 
repairs/improvements not exceeding the City of Hanceville’s current minimum cost 
policies) of any structure, until the Administrative Officer of the City of Hanceville 
has issued a building permit for such work.   
 

    Section 13.5 EXPIRATION OF BUILDING PERMIT (paragraph 2) 
If the work described in any building permit has not been substantially completed 
within one (1) year of the date of issuance thereof, said permit shall expire and be 
cancelled by the Administrative Officer and written notice thereof shall be given to 
the persons affected, together with a notice that further work as described in the 
cancelled permit shall not proceed unless and until a new building permit has been 
obtained. 
 

    Section 13.8 PENALTIES 
   Any person, owner, agent, lessee, tenant, contractor, firm, corporation, or any other 

       person violating any provision of this Ordinance shall be punished by a fine not to  
            exceed more than one thousand dollars ($1000.00) and cost of court for each 
offense.   
            A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day during or on which a  
            violation occurs or continues. 

 
Section 8.  ARTICLE XV AMMENDMENTS 
    Section 15.2 APPLICATION FOR REZONING BY PROPERTY OWNER (paragraph 1) 
    15.2.1 Application.  The applicant shall submit a complete zoning amendment 

application, on a form provided by the City, to the Administrative Officer at least five 
(5) days prior to the Planning Commission meeting at which the amendment is to 
be considered including a site plan, if required by Section 10.1.1, subparagraph D 
of this Ordinance, or if a site plan is not required, the application shall include, as a 
minimum, the following: 

     
    Section 15.4 PUBLIC HEARINGS AND NOTICES 

The following procedures for hearings and notices shall be followed for the 
rezoning of specific property.  The following procedures for hearings and notices 
shall be required for amendments or revisions to the Zoning Ordinance. Such 
amendments or revisions shall follow the following requirements and the 
requirements of the Alabama State Law regarding notices and hearings. 
 
15.4.1 Deleted 
 
15.4.2 Deleted 

 
15.4.3 Planning Commission Hearing. The planning commission must hold a public 
hearing, giving notice to the public of such hearing by posting in four conspicuous 
places in the municipality at least six (6) days prior to the hearing. After holding the 
public hearing, the commission drafts a recommendation to the governing body. If 
the commission recommends rezoning the recommendation must include the 
proposed zoning ordinance and map to be considered by the governing body. 
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15.4.4  City Council Hearing.  Upon receipt of a recommendation from the Planning 
Commission, the council gives notice and holds a public hearing prior to adopting 
a zoning ordinance. The notice must be published along with the ordinance in full 
in a newspaper published within the municipality. The notice must state the time 
and place that the ordinance is to be considered by the municipal governing body 
and stating further that at such time and place all persons who desire shall have 
an opportunity to be heard in opposition to or in favor of the ordinance. One week 
after the first insertion the ordinance must be published for a second time (or a 
synopsis, including the date and name of the newspaper in which the ordinance 
was first published). Both insertions must be published at least fifteen (15) days 
in advance of the passage of the ordinance.      

 
Section 9.  ARTICLE XVIII  EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force immediately after its adoption by the City Council of 
the City of Hanceville, Alabama. 
 
 
ADOPTED on the _____ day of _________, 2018. 
 
 
 
(Seal)       ___________________________________ 
         Kenneth Nail, Mayor   
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
  Tania C. Wilcox, City Clerk 
 
 
I, Tania Wilcox, City Clerk of the City of Hanceville, Alabama, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. ________, which ordinance was adopted 
by the City Council on ___________, 2018.  This Ordinance was duly advertised as required by 
Title 11, Chapter 52, Article 4, Code of Alabama 1975, as amended. 

 
 
 
 
                         ___________________________________ 
                            Tania C. Wilcox, City Clerk 
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CULLMAN – The Cullman 
County Democratic 
Party spent a lot of time 
at its meeting this week 
discussing possible ways 
to ensure more eligible 
voters become registered. 
The party is gearing up 
to support Democratic 
candidates in the November 
8 general election.  
(Remember, due to the 
crossover voting rule, voters 
who chose the Democratic 
ticket in the June 5 primary 
are not eligible to vote in 
the June 17 Republican run-
off election. The crossover 

voting rule only applies to 
primary elections. There is 
no Democratic run-off on 
June 17.)
	 Voter registration was 
first brought up when 
discussing plans for the 
party's booth at the county 
fair, which members said 
they would not only use to 
help register eligible voters, 
but also to simply establish 
their presence in Cullman 
County and get the word 
out about their meetings.
	 James Fields, who 
came to the meeting to 
thank Cullman County 
and the Democrats for all 
their support during his 
candidacy for governor, 

expressed a desire to see 
more voters register and 
come out to the polls. 
	 Unfortunately, making 
sure voters are registered 
makes no difference if the 
voters never show up to the 
polls.
	 According to the 
results of the June 
primary elections (http://
co.cullman.al.us/elections-
results.html), Cullman 
County has more than 
57,000 registered voters. 
	 However, less than 
18,000 ballots were cast, 
meaning almost 70 percent 
of registered voters did not 
participate. 
	 The Democrats 

discussed possible ways to 
help make the voting process 
seem less intimidating to 
new voters, ranging from 
printing and handing out 
rule sheets so that voters 
have a clear idea of what 
they and other people can 
and can't do, to appointing 
poll-watchers for the 
general election to ensure 
that no voters receive any 
biased treatment from the 
poll officials.
	 One piece of advice that 
was offered was to make 
sure people know they have 
access to complaint slips 
that they can file if they feel 
that they have been treated 
unfairly. 

	 The party recognized 
two members who had 
been elected to the State 
Democratic Executive 
Committee: Tabatha Howse 
and Nick Shabel. Rhonda 
Jett was also elected, but 
she was absent from the 
meeting.
	 Roger Duke, who has 
aided U.S. Representative 
candidate Lee Auman 
during his candidacy, also 
announced that any help 
with Auman's general 
campaign would be greatly 
appreciated. 
	 "Let's make Aderholt 
work for it this time," he 
stated. "It's time to stop 
just handing (him) this 

position."
	 The party also stated that 
it is looking for volunteers 
for various events, such as 
riding in the fair parade, 
running the booths at the 
county fair (October 4-13) 
and the Smith Lake Sweet 
Tater Festival (September 
2-3), and forming a search 
committee to nominate new 
local party officers for the 
November election.
	 The positions being 
replaced will be chair, 
secretary, treasurer and 
possibly vice chair, and 
the nominations for these 
positions need to be ready 
by October to be presented 
in November.

Heather Mann
Tribune Correspondent

POLITICS
Voter registration big topic at Cullman Democrats meeting

YOUTH SPORTS
Youth NFL Flag Football forum this Monday
CULLMAN – Youth NFL 
Flag Football is coming to 
Cullman Parks, Recreation, 
& Sports Tourism (CPRST), 
and CPRST has announced 

a forum about the new 
league will take place on 
Monday, July 16 at 6 p.m. at 
the Cullman Civic Center.
	 “The forum panel will 
include CPRST Executive 
Director Nathan Anderson 
and Cullman High School's 

new varsity football coach, 
Matt Plunkett. 
	 “Cullman native 
Plunkett came to the 
Bearcats from Gardendale, 
where he set a new record 
by leading his team to 
four straight playoff 

appearances in his five 
years as coach. 
	 “Joining Plunkett and 
Anderson on the panel will 
be Former NFL DL/OL 
Devin Wyman.
	 "Wyman was drafted by 
the New England Patriots 

in 1996 and played two 
seasons with the team 
before signing with the 
Minnesota Vikings and 
eventually starting a career 
in arena football.
	 "In 2004, he won the 
Arena Football League 

Championship with 
his team, the San Jose 
SaberCats.”

For more information, 
contact CPRST at 256-
734-9157 or visit www.
CullmanRecreation.org.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com



DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*Notates all rebates applied, must have ‘99 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

NOW $40,990*
STK#229335

2018 
GMC 

SIERRA 
1500 

Crew Cab Short 
Box 4-Wheel Drive 
SLT SLT Premium 

Plus Package

WAS
$56,445

NOW $16,285*
STK#710272

2018 
BUICK 

ENCORE
Preferred FWD

WAS
$25,395

NOW $20,641*
STK#381821

2018 
GMC 

TERRAIN
FWD SLE

WAS
$30,905

DEALER OF THE YEAR
BILL’S BIG JULY DEALS!

NOW $16,695*
STK#709834

2018 
BUICK 

ENCORE 
Preferred FWD

WAS
$25,790

STK#373775

NOW $23,961*

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500
Double Cab Standard Box 2-Wheel Drive

WAS $34,905

CULLMAN – Children and 
families came out Friday 
to the ride a 40-foot Ferris 
wheel and hear live music 
at the Ferris Wheel Fund-
raiser across from Berke-
ley Bob's Coffee House 
and Moe's Original BBQ 
in Cullman. The event was 
to support Fancher Edu-
cation Center's Literacy 
and Lunch Program, which 
provides a two-week camp 
where kids are fed and learn 
to have a love of reading. 
	 Michael Sapp, president 
of the Cullman Downtown 
Merchants Association and 
an organizer of the event 
spoke with The Tribune 
about the event. 
	 “We've got a 40-foot 
Ferris wheel, we've got a 
booth set up, the Cotton 
Pickin Kids, and then we've 
got Microwave Dave com-
ing up later,” said Sapp. “All 
the proceeds for the Ferris 
wheel go to the Literacy 
and Lunch Program that 
is being put on by Fancher 
Education. It's a really good 
program. It's all for a good 
cause.”
	 The Tribune spoke with 
Sapp early on in the event, 
but even so he said it had 
been successful so far. 
	 “We just started, but al-
ready we've had a lot of pos-
itive results. We've had peo-
ple that even didn't come 
to ride the Ferris wheel but 
just started writing checks,” 
Sapp explained.
	 “We've got some dona-
tion boxes at the Down-
town Grill, Busy Bee, Moe's, 
Berkeley Bob's and some 
of the other restaurants 
so they're taking up dona-

tions for that cause as well. 
They've already brought in 
a lot of money.”
	 Cherrelle Fancher, ex-
ecutive director of Fancher 
Education Center, was at 
the event as well and spoke 
to The Tribune about the 
Literacy and Lunch Pro-
gram. 
	 “We are raising money 
for the Literacy and Lunch 
Program for the summer 
and raising awareness of 
all the services we do offer 
for kids in Cullman. We do 
a lot more than people re-
alize,” said Fancher. “For 
a lot of kids, programs like 
this are the deciding factor 
in whether or not they are 
going to be successful in the 
school year.”
	 Fancher added, “Our 
program is designed by me. 
I have special training for 
dyslexic students and stu-
dents that struggle with 
reading because of learn-
ing disabilities and by my 
co-teacher who has her 
master's degree in urban 
education and lots of extra 
training. So kids who are 
not going to be served well 
in school, for whatever rea-
son, we tend to be able to 
fill in that gap so they can 
go back and be successful in 
the classroom.”
	 Fancher also had some 
advice for anyone whose 
children might be strug-
gling education-wise and is 
interested in any of the pro-
grams Fancher Educations 
has to offer. 
	 “If somebody thinks 
they need help outside of 
school they need to come 
out to our open house that 
is July 20 from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. and see what we can 
help them with,” she said.

Cause (from Front)
Hayden Hyatt
hayden@cullmantribune.com


