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Chris Boggan, a first-time skydiver, and an instructor glide to safety 
after skydiving at Skydive Alabama in Vinemont.
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CULLMAN – Cullman County Animal Shelter volunteer 
Donna Ruttkay introduces us to The Cullman Tribune’s Pet of 
the Week:
	 Russell is a lab with a little puppy still in him at around 
4-and-half-months-old.  He’s not childish, though: he’s a laid-
back, low- to medium-energy pet. He enjoys human company, 
whether walking around the large grassy yard, wading through 
the kiddie pool, or just hanging out by your side.  When he’s in 
a playful mood, according to Ruttkay, “his frolicking about is 
nothing short of pure entertainment.” 
	 Russell could be a good therapy, companion, comfort or 
service dog.  Animal shelter staff and volunteers work with their 
dogs to make sure they are accustomed to being around people, 
walking on a leash and practicing good behavior.  Several of the 
shelter’s dogs have even been “hired” to work as special needs 
service dogs.
	 Russell’s adoption fee is $90, which includes: DHLPP 
vaccine, Bordetella vaccines, rabies vaccine, wormer, general 
exam at the vet, neutering, microchip, free 45-day health 
insurance policy issued by 24PetWatch (with valid email only) 
and a free bag of food from Cullman Pet Depot (you must pay 
sales tax).
	 Please consider adopting to give a rescued pet a chance at a 
happy and healthy life.
	 Contact the Cullman County Animal Shelter at 256-734-
5448 or visit them at 935 Convent Road NE. Reach them by 
email at cullmancountyanimalshelter@gmail.com.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

PET OF THE WEEK 

Russell is looking 
for his forever home

YOUTH SPORTS

Cullman’s 
Axel Ward, 5, 
competing in 
national motocross 
championship
Chad Ward weighs in on 
his son’s accomplishment
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Calling all animal lovers: 
CAAWA needs your help
CULLMAN – On the 
frigid afternoon of Dec. 23, 
2010, Terry and Patricia 
Bentley were headed home 
to Crane Hill after a last-
minute trip into Cullman. 
Patricia was exhausted 
after her shift as an RN in 
Homewood. They had just 
passed the golf course and 
were 1 mile from exit 299 
when Patricia saw her: a 
yellow lab sitting at the 
edge of the road in the 
brush. Patricia needed to 
turn the car around. There 
was a connection between 
Patricia and the dog that 
many might describe as 
fate. The Bentleys did 
turn around and what they 
found was an extremely 
pregnant mother-to-be. 
Patricia’s decision that 
afternoon would set her 
life on a new course.
	 Terry and Patricia 
loaded the dog in the car. 
	 Patricia Bentley 
recalled, “I didn’t know 
anything about puppies!! 
What was I going to do?? 
This sweet dog had been 
stripped of everything. 
Her neck had a dark area 
around it where a collar, 
a chain or a rope had 
obviously been. Whoever 
did this had taken her 
identity, left her on the 
coldest day of the year, 
abandoned her during a 
time she was in greatest 
need two days before 
Christmas.”

	 Bentley reached out 
to Dr. Rebecca Durham 
at Compton’s Veterinary 
Hospital the following 
day. Bentley described 
herself as “hysterical” as 
Dr. Durham explained that 
the dog, now referred to as 

Belle, was dilated and in 
labor. On Christmas Day 
2010, Belle gave birth to 
six boys and one little girl. 
	 Bentley had reached 
out to every shelter and 
rescue she could find for 
help with her now eight 

dogs. After dozens of 
pleas, a representative 
from CAAWA (Cullman 
Area Animal Welfare 
Association) was the only 
person who offered to help. 
If Bentley could foster the 
mom and 

Christy Perry
Tribune Correspondent

CAAWA’s Patricia Bentley poses with 
one of her rescues, Daniel. 

PATRICIA BENTLEY
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FALLING FOR FUN!
Skydive Alabama operates the only drop zone in north Alabama
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Arrest report: July 12-15
CULLMAN – Below are the 
arrests reported for July 12-
15. All persons are innocent 
until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = 
failure to appear

JULY 12-15
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

Badalucco, Joshua Wayne, 
30
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Bartlett, Rhett Stewart, 30
•	 attempting to elude
•	 carrying a pistol without 
a license
•	 driving on wrong side of 
road
•	 DUI- influence of 
alcohol
•	 running a red light

Berry, Donald Dale 
Dewayne, 53
•	 h a r a s s i n g 
communications

Blake, Barbara Marie, 35
•	 FTA- disorderly conduct

Boston, John Calvin, 31
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Dorton, Eric Preston, 25
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Evans, Kimberly, 34
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Garner, Bradley, 20
•	 negotiating a worthless 
negotiable instrument (10 
counts)

Hill, Johnathan 

Christopher, 55
•	 public intoxication

Kuykendall, Johnie Lee, 
43
•	 unlawful manufacturing 
of a controlled substance

Lance, Travis Earnest, 21
•	 attempting to elude
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 first-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana not 
for personal use

Lomneck, Charles Whitt, 
37
•	 FTA- driving while 
revoked

Pickering, Angela Ann, 43
•	 FTA- unlawful 
possession of a controlled 
substance

Rouse, Ricky Gene, 40
•	 writ of arrest- child 
support

Stephens, Tonya Alise, 31
•	 possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Waters, Steven Andrew, 39
•	 FTA- first-degree 
criminal trespassing
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence- harassment
•	 FTA- driving while 
suspended
•	 FTA- third-degree 

receiving stolen property
•	 FTA- switched tag
•	 second-degree bail 
jumping- first-degree 
criminal trespassing
•	 second-degree bail 
jumping- first-degree 
receiving stolen property

Weaver, Clinton Alem, 29
•	 FTA- attempting to 
elude

Yourkwitz, Daniel Paul, 58
•	 public intoxication

JULY 13-15
CULLMAN POLICE 

DEPARTMENT 
Pearson, Henry D. Jr., 58
•	 public intoxication
•	 FTA- public intoxication 
(2 counts)

Prince, Cailee A., 19
•	 fourth-degree receiving 
stolen property

Harris, Shelly A., 49
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Meyer, Damon P., 22
•	 resisting arrest

Carden, Kayla A., 28
•	 FTA- DUI

Smith, James L., 46
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence

Curtis, Megan L., 28

•	 third-degree domestic 
violence

Naish, Jillian Y., 31
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence

Naish, Joseph K., 39
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence

Goodwin, Phillip T., 54
•	 FTA- insurance 
violation

Bowlin, Rusty W., 30
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespassing
•	 resisting arrest

McCay Breanna M., 24
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Taylor, Thomas E., 50
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Conn, Brittany J., 27
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Pack, Heath S., 33
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

No report provided.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com
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WEST POINT – The 
West Point community is 
mourning the sudden loss 
of one of its educators. 
Amanda Thrasher, 49, who 
was the West Point Middle 
School librarian, died 
unexpectedly at her home 
early Sunday morning.
	 West Point Middle 
School announced 
Thrasher's passing on 
its Facebook page: "It is 
with deep sorrow and 
sadness that we report 
the unexpected passing of 
one of West Point Middle 
School’s faculty family. 
Please keep the family 
and friends of Amanda 
Thrasher in your thoughts 
as we grieve the loss of one 
of our own."
	 The school also posted 
service information for 
Thrasher. Visitation will 
be Monday evening from 
6-8 p.m. at St. John’s 
Evangelical Protestant 

Church in Cullman. Funeral 
services will be Tuesday 
morning at 10 a.m. at St. 
John’s.
	 Cullman County 
Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Shane Barnette told 
The Tribune late Sunday, 
“I was brokenhearted to 
hear about the passing of 
Mrs. Thrasher.  She was 
not only a great librarian 
and educator, but she also 
loved young people. She 
was constantly encouraging 
them to love to read. She 
made a lasting impact on 
all three of my own boys 
and many other children 
throughout her career.  
She will be missed. Our 
hearts and prayers go out 
to her sweet daughter and 
husband.”
	 According to the West 
Point Middle School 
website, Thrasher had been 
a teacher and library media 
specialist for more than 
20 years. She was a 1986 
graduate of West Point High 
School.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

West Point mourning 
loss of middle school 
librarian

Amanda Thrasher
FACEBOOK
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2nd Fridays continues to draw huge 
crowds; big plans for August, September
CULLMAN – Cullman’s 
Warehouse District was 
filled to capacity Friday 
evening, as droves of people 
came out to enjoy food, 
live music, games, classic 
cars and to support local 
businesses at this year's 
second installment of 2nd 
Fridays, a Cullman Area 
Chamber of Commerce-
sponsored event. 
	 The free event featured 
three different stages for 
live music. There were 
games like cornhole, a rock 
climbing wall and bouncy 
houses set up for the many 
children who came out. 
Car enthusiasts brought 
out more than 200 modern 
and vintage classic cars to 
display for the event. Many 
different local businesses 
and artists were selling 
wares at the event, also. 
	 William Burks, of Burks 
Farm, had some tables set 
up for his vegetables at the 
Cullman Farmers’ Market. 
Burks spoke to The Tribune 
about why these events are 
so important for farmers’ 
market vendors. 
	 “Well, it brings in an 
opportunity for a different 
crowd. The ones that work 
during the week, that aren't 
able to come during the 
day to the regular market,” 
explained Burks. “It allows 
them to have a time to come 
the market to get fresh 
vegetables and participate 
in other things going on 
with the event itself. If 
they see something that 

they like, then they might 
come on the regular days, 
especially at the market on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays.” 
	 Frankie Daniel, who 
brought one of his antique 
cars to display, said of the 
remarkable attendance 
for the event, “Pretty good 
turnout for Cullman. It's 
been about two years since 
I've been to this. It's pretty 
big tonight.”
	 One of the most popular 
food vendors was Johnny’s 
Bar-B- Q.
	 Manager Josh 
Wiggins was manning 
the restaurants food 
truck. Wiggins, who has 
participated in 2nd Fridays 
since the events started, 
said he has seen the event 
grow as time has gone on. 
	 “We were one of the 
first food trucks to do it 
back when it started,” said 
Wiggins. “I think it's been 
two or three years and it's 
really come a long way. It's 
huge. It's become a huge 
success if you ask me.” 
	 Leah Bolin, president 
and CEO of the Cullman 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
and Visitors Center, has 
noticed the growth of the 
event, too. 
	 “We started it as a way 
to think local and shop local 
so it's great for our retailers 
and our restaurants,” Bolin 
said.
	 “But then we expanded 
on those ideas and we 
brought in all of our 
different members through 
pop-up shops and our 
artists. Every year we grow 

a little bit more.”
	 Bolin also spoke to 
The Tribune about the 
benefits these events bring 
to the Cullman business 
community. 
	 “It's a really fun way to 
bring all of our chamber 
members together in a 
central locations so they 
can really promote what 
they are doing,” explained 
Bolin. “Then we get all of 
these people from outside 
and inside of Cullman 
County, to expose them to 
the great things that our 
area has to offer.”
	 Bolin also remarked 

about the attendance at the 
events. 
	 “We definitely have 
thousands of people that 
attend each month, and 
every month it builds on 
the next,” she said. “So by 
the time we hit September, 
you won't even be able to 
walk around. It's going to be 
great.”
	 The event is a great 
time for almost anyone 
according to Bolin.
	 “There's something 
for everybody, whether 
you're a young family with 
young children or you're an 
elderly couple or anybody 

in between. It's just a really 
fun night just to come out 
for a family night in a clean, 
fun, safe environment and 
just enjoy the night.”
	 The chamber has more 
fun in store for future 2nd 
Fridays events, said Bolin. 
	 “Next month we're going 
to feature RVs and then 
after that were going to do 
kind of a fun little carnival 
thing for September. Next 
month were going to do a 
Furry 5K and 1-mile family 
fun walk and a lot of dog 
and fun activities in Depot 
Park.”  
	 Bolin continued, “Then 

in September we’re going 
to do a really big corn hole 
tournament for cash prizes. 
People will be signing up 
from really all over the 
United States to be part of 
that.
	 "We're super excited 
about the band we've 
got because they're a 
Nashvillian band and 
they're about on the tipping 
point.
	 "Their name is Dozzi 
and they're from Australia 
where they've already hit it 
big. We're really going to be 
blowing it out of the water 
in September.”

Hayden Hyatt
hayden@cullmantribune.com

STATE
Ivey announces BAE Systems to create ‘hundreds of new jobs’ in Huntsville expansion

LONDON – Gov. Kay Ivey 
welcomed plans by global 
defense contractor BAE 
Systems to launch a major 
expansion that will create a 
substantial number of jobs 
and add new capabilities at 
its operations in Huntsville.
	 In an announcement 
coinciding with the start 
of the Farnborough 
International Airshow 
near London Monday, BAE 
Systems revealed the $45.5 
million project to expand its 
operations in Alabama. The 
company said the expansion 
will create hundreds of new 
jobs.
	 “BAE Systems’ 
decision to carry out this 
significant expansion 
project in Huntsville is 
a powerful testament to 
the expertise that makes 

Alabama’s ‘Rocket City’ an 
aerospace hub,” said Ivey, 
who is attending the air 
show with a state business 
development team. 
	 “It’s great to see a 
world-class company like 
BAE Systems expand its 
presence — and create good 
jobs — in Alabama, where 
aerospace is continuing to 
take off,” she added. 
	 BAE Systems said the 
multi-phase growth plan 
includes the immediate 
expansion of its offices 
at Discovery Drive in 
Huntsville and the 
development of a state-of-
the-art manufacturing and 
office space facility in the 
Cummings Research Park. 
	 Work at the facility will 
consist of new programs and 
existing business, including 
the design, development 
and manufacturing of 
precision munitions and 

aircraft survivability 
technology.
	 The increased capacity 
will enable the company to 
execute on its commitments 
to customers while 
positioning it to address 
surging demand for key 
products. "Our expansion 
in Huntsville provides 
us a great opportunity to 
establish a closer working 
relationship with our 
critical customers in the 
U.S. Army and the Redstone 
Arsenal community,” said 
Paul Markwardt, vice 
president and general 
manager of Survivability, 
Targeting, and Sensing 
Solutions at BAE Systems. 
“Huntsville is a good 
location to attract the key 
talent needed to develop 
and deliver important 
new capabilities to our 
customers."
	 BAE Systems is working 

with Huntsville developer 
Samples Properties, 
Fuqua & Partners 
Architects, and Pearce 
Construction to build its 
new 83,000-square-foot 
facility, which will include 
engineering development 
space, manufacturing space, 
and Department of Defense 
lab space. A 20-acre site for 
the building will provide 
expansion room for phased 
growth in the future. 
	 Construction of the 
new building will begin this 
year and is expected to be 
complete in 2019. 
	 “Huntsville’s expansive 
capabilities in the aerospace 
industry make it the ideal 
location for BAE Systems’ 
growth plans in the United 
States,” said Greg Canfield, 
secretary of the Alabama 
Department of Commerce. 
	 “There’s simply no 
better place to conduct the 

critical defense work that 
provides vital protection to 
our nation and our allies in 
unsettled times.”
	 Chip Cherry, president 
and CEO of the Huntsville/
Madison Chamber, said 
project announcements like 
the one by BAE Systems are 
years in the making.
	 "We met with BAE 
senior leadership at the 
Farnborough Airshow 
in 2016 to discuss the 
advantages of being in 
H u n t s v i l l e / M a d i s o n 
County," Cherry said. 
	 "We are at the airshow 
again this year meeting 
with more companies 
about establishing and 
expanding their presence in 
Huntsville." BAE Systems is 
a global defense, aerospace 
and security company 
with more than 83,000 
employees worldwide and 
operations in 30 U.S. states.

	 “Huntsville has once 
again proven itself to be 
the location of choice 
for companies looking 
to do cutting-edge 
R&D, engineering, and 
manufacturing all in one 
location," Mayor Tommy 
Battle said.
	 "After our recent 
string of wins in advanced 
manufacturing, we made the 
strategic decision to renew 
our focus on Cummings 
Research Park and the 
knowledge-based jobs that 
have given Huntsville its 
positive reputation for 
innovation. BAE Systems is 
a company we have worked 
with for a number of years. 
They will develop new 
technologies to keep our 
soldiers and allies safe for 
decades to come. Huntsville 
is proud to play a key role 
in BAE Systems’ mission," 
Battle added.

Office of Gov. Kay Ivey
Contributor

Revelers enjoy event activities during 2nd Fridays in downtown Cullman. 
HAYDEN HYATT/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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STATE

AL Dept. of Veterans Affairs 
seeking Korean War veterans

STATE

Outdoor Alabama photo contest now open

MONTGOMERY – The 
Alabama Department of 
Veterans Affairs is seeking 
Korean War veterans for 
the Korean Ambassador of 
Peace medal. The Korean 
government would like 

to show its respect and 
gratitude for the devotion 
and sacrifice of U.S. troops 
during the Korean War by 
presenting the medals to 
veterans.
	 Sometimes called “The 
Forgotten War,” in part 
because its memory is often 
overshadowed by World 

War II and the Vietnam War, 
it began after some 75,000 
North Korean soldiers 
poured into South Korea 
on June 25, 1950. By the 
time the war ended in July 
1953, an estimated 5 million 
soldiers and civilians had 
died, including more than 
700 from Alabama.

	 South Korea’s 
government began offering 
the medals in 1975 to 
veterans who visited the 
country through its “Revisit 
Program,” which was 
meant to show gratitude 
for the vets’ service, as 
well as see how the country 
has prospered since the 

armistice was signed.
	 In Alabama, there 
are 21,991 Korean War 
veterans, according to 
the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs.
	 But the state does not 
have a list of their names 
and addresses, so has to rely 
on word of mouth and local 

media to alert veterans to 
the honor.
	 Veterans should call 
334-242-5084 to receive an 
application for the medal. 
A medal presentation 
ceremony will be held at a 
later date.
	 For more information, 
visit http://va.alabama.gov. 

MONTGOMERY – The 
Outdoor Alabama Photo 
Contest is now accepting 
entries through Oct. 31, 
2018. The contest is a 
joint project between the 
Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources, the Alabama 
Tourism Department and 
the Alabama Bicentennial 
Commission. The photo 
contest is open to state 
residents and visitors alike, 
but qualifying photos must 
have been taken in Alabama.
	 Contest coordinator 
Kim Nix says a new category 
connects the celebration 
of statehood to the photo 
contest, which is in its 14th 
year. “We added an Alabama 
Bicentennial category this 
year. Photos in this category 
could include historical 
parks, forts, lighthouses, 
battlefields or archeological 
sites. Those are just some 
examples—it’s a broad 
category.

	 “Our other new category 
this year is Waterfalls. It’s 
been such a popular subject 
for photos in previous 
contests that we decided to 
make it a focal point this 
year,” she said. “Ultimately, 
our goal is to encourage 
residents and visitors to 
explore Alabama’s outdoor 
spaces and document them 
through photography.” 

The contest is open to 
adults and youth. A total 
of 10 photos per person 
may be entered in the 
following categories:
•	 Alabama Bicentennial
•	 Birds of a Feather
•	 Bugs and Butterflies
•	 Coastal Life
•	 Cold-blooded Critters
•	 N a t u r e - B a s e d 
Recreation
•	 Shoots and Roots
•	 State Park Adventures 
•	 Sweet Home Alabama
•	 Watchable Wildlife
•	 Waterfalls
•	 Young Photographer

Category explanations 

and additional entry 
information may be found 
at www.outdooralabama.
com/photo-contest. Entry 
is restricted to the online 
upload of digital images, 

which can be completed 
from a computer, tablet or 
mobile phone.
	 The deadline for entries 
is Oct. 31, 2018. First, 
second, third and one 

honorable mention will be 
awarded in each category. 
Winning images will be 
featured online and in a 
traveling exhibit across 
the state during 2019. An 

exhibit of 2018 winners 
is currently on display 
around the state. For more 
information, call 334-242-
3151 or email Kim Nix at 
kim.nix@dcnr.alabama.gov.

Alabama Department 
of Veterans Affairs

Kim Nix
Contributor

Hayden Hyatt
hayden@cullmantribune.com

VINEMONT – First-time 
skydivers and repeat cus-
tomers alike showed up to 
Skydive Alabama Friday 
to- what else- jump from an 
airplane! 
	 Skydive Alabama, which 
operates out of Cullman 
Regional Airport’s Fol-
som Field, was established 
in 1999 and is still going 
strong. Skydive’s location is 
also the only drop zone lo-
cated in north Alabama.
	 The company offers sky-
diving opportunities for 
first-timers through tandem 
jumps, meaning custom-
ers will be strapped to one 
of their instructors during 
their jump. Experienced 
jumpers use the drop zone 
as well, and if you're not ex-
perienced, Skydive Alabama 
offers various courses to get 
you there. 
	 Staff member Adam 
Johnson spoke highly of the 
company. 
	 “I've been at Skydive 
Alabama for about five 
months,” said Johnson. 
“This place is the best com-
munity that I've found in 
the industry in years and 
has a really great profes-
sional vibe.”
	 Kyle Robinson, an accel-
erated free fall instructor at 
Skydive Alabama, said the 
business gets customers 
from all over. 
	 “We have people that 
come from Huntsville and 
Birmingham pretty com-
monly, but we have people 
as far as Kentucky, Ohio 
and from Mississippi,” ex-
plained Robinson. “Peo-
ple will drive three to four 
hours a lot, very commonly, 
to come do a jump, because 
there's just not many (drop 

zones) in the state.”
	 Johnson also spoke 
about the sport of skydiving 
itself. 
	 “Skydiving is fulfilling, 
because it's the only time 
in life where you're de-
manded to be entirely in the 
moment. There's no bills 
or stresses or problems up 
there,” he said.
	 “It's a beautiful way to 
therapeutically unwind. 
The process always gives 
you fulfillment, euphoria 
and adrenaline. Everything 
in one perfect burrito, and 
it's all legal and fun.”
	 Instructor Owen Greer 
said he gets something more 
out of the sport. 
	 “I've been in the sport 
for about seven or eight 
years. The thing I enjoy the 
most about skydiving in 
teaching,” said Greer.
	 “I have a very big educa-
tion background. I went to 
college for it and my mom 
was a teacher and so I was 
always around it growing 
up, so when I came into sky-
diving that just kinda came 
along with me and now 
that's what I enjoy: watch-
ing people’s first jumps and 
watching people grow into 
full-fledged sky divers.”
	 Skydiving is not just for 
the young, either. 
	 Said Greer, “We get all 
different ages and back-
grounds. I've taken all the 
way from a just turned 
19-year-old all the way to 
somebody knocking it off 
their bucket list at about 
93years old or so. You get all 
walks of life around here.”
	 Mike Boggan, a custom-
er who was out at Skydive 
Alabama on Friday, said he’d 
been there before and was 
out again Friday with his 
son, Chris Boggan. 
	 “Well when my oldest 

daughter wanted to do this, 
we looked around at differ-
ent places. A, (Skydive Al-
abama) was the closest, B, 
they were super nice and the 
jump that we did that day 
was absolutely fantastic and 
fun,” said the elder Boggan.
	 “We've never gone any-
where else, just because we 
had such a good experience 
here. They run a good busi-
ness. It's very professional.”
	 Chris Boggan, who was 
skydiving for his birthday, 
was excited to do his first 
tandem jump. 
	 “It's a blast. I'm stoked,” 
he smiled. “Eventually I 
want to get to the point 
where I can just solo jump. 
That's the main goal. I like 
thrills. This is just another 
thing that I can scratch off 
the list. So I'm looking for-
ward to it.”
	 Skydive Alabama Drop 
Zone Manager Kendra Dew-
ey said the skydiving com-
munity is small, but her 
staff is great and the work 
environment is exciting. 
	 “It's never a dull mo-
ment, that's for sure. The 
people I think are the best 
part of everything in sky-
diving. I have so many great 
people on my staff. They 
all do amazing different 
things,” Dewey said.
	 “My pilot today is actual-
ly a doctor as well. He's been 
flying forever. There's just 
so many great people. In 
general skydiving is a very 
small community.
	 "So pretty much every-
body knows everybody and 
even if you don't, you know 
somebody that knows some-
body.”
	 Dewey had some advice 
for those who may be on the 
fence about skydiving for 
the first time. 
	 “Whether you're scared 

or not, actually, no, if you're 
scared, you should do a tan-
dem,” said Dewey.
	 “Everyone should jump 

at least once in their life-
time even if they're afraid of 
heights or just afraid of all of 
it, do it at least once. Every-

one should do this at least 
once in their life.”
	 Find out more at http://
skydivealabama.com.

Fun (from Front)

**HERO APPRECIATION DISCOUNT**
We want to thank you for 

your service! All active and 
retired military will receive 

30% off plano or Rx sunglasses 
during the month of July. 

This ruby-throated hummingbird photo taken by Jim Flynn 
placed in a previous Outdoor Alabama Photo Contest.

JIM FLYNN
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Cullman Regional 
responds to Ivey
MONTGOMERY – Alabama 
Gov. Kay Ivey on Thursday 
declared a State Public Health 
Emergency due to this season's 
widespread outbreak of the 
influenza virus. Cullman 
Regional’s Lindsey Dossey on 
Friday responded, saying, “The 
best thing we can all do in order 
to stop the spread of flu is to 
stay away from each other, and 
if you have been exposed to 
anyone with the flu, stay away 
from others even if you don’t 
show signs and symptoms.”
 Dossey said staying away 
from others is important 
because oftentimes people are 
sick for 24 hours before they 
exhibit signs or symptoms. 
 “The governor’s 
proclamation really creates 
more awareness of the severity 
of flu throughout our state,” she 
said. “We continue to have high 
volumes of patients present to 
the ER with flu-like systems; 
however, those numbers appear 
to be decreasing (see below). 
Again, those patients continue 
to be treated and released with 
instructions to manage their 
illness at home. Our inpatients 
continue to be sick with a 
multitude of other health 
issues.” 

According to Cullman 
Regional:
• During the first week of 
January (7 days): 310 people 
were tested who presented 
with flu-like symptoms, with 78 
testing positive.
• This week (only 5 days so 
far); 178 people were tested 
who presented with flu-like 
symptoms, with 37 testing 

positive.

“Now, this could be that people 
have gone to urgent care 
facilities or to their primary 
care providers to receive care 
rather than coming to the 
emergency department, and 
certainly doesn’t mean that 
the chance of getting the flu is 
decreasing,” Dossey stressed.
 “Many hospitals have 
banned visitors to keep their 
patients from being exposed. 
We are not banning visitors 
at Cullman Regional,” she 
stated, “but we are strongly 
discouraging visitors as 
our patients are already 
immunocompromised due 
to other illnesses, and being 
exposed to the flu could be 
detrimental to their health.”

Ivey's declaration reads as 
follows:
WHEREAS the State Health 
Officer has reported that an 
outbreak of the influenza virus 
has occurred in the State of 
Alabama; and
 WHEREAS this outbreak 
poses a high probability of 
widespread exposure to an 
infectious agent that poses 
significant risk of substantial 
harm to a large number 
of people in the affected 
population; and
 WHEREAS the health care 
facilities and personnel of the 
State are overwhelmed by the 
number of ill patients and taxed 
to such an extent that care of 
patients may now no longer 
be provided in the traditional, 
normal, and customary 
manner nor is the utilization 
of traditional, normal, and 
customary standards of care 
possible.

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kay 
Ivey, Governor of the State of 
Alabama, pursuant to relevant 
provisions of the Alabama 
Emergency Management Act 
of 1955, section 31-9-1 et seq., 
Code of Alabama (1975), on 
the recommendation of the 
State Health Officer, do hereby 
declare that a State Public 
Health Emergency exists in 
the State of Alabama. I direct 
the appropriate state agencies 
to exercise their statutory and 
regulatory authority to assist 
the communities and entities 
affected. I also direct the 
Alabama Department of Public 
Health and Alabama Emergency 
Management Agency to seek 
federal assistance as may be 
available.
 FURTHER, I direct the 
following:
 Health care facilities 
that have invoked their 
emergency operation plans in 
response to this public health 
emergency may implement 
the “alternative standards of 
care” plans provided therein, 
and such are declared to be 
the state approved standard 
of care in health care facilities 
to be executed by health 
care professionals and allied 
professions and occupations 
providing services in response 
to this outbreak.
 These “alternative 
standards of care” shall serve as 
the “standard of care” as defined 
in section 6-5-542(2), Code 
of Alabama for the purposes 
of section 6-5-540 et seq. 
The “degree of care” owed to 
patients by licensed, registered 
or certified health care 
professionals for the purposes 
of section 6-5-484 shall be the 
same degree of care set forth 
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PLANT IT

Preserving hydrangeas
I f you want to preserve 

your hydrangeas you 
must bite the bullet 

and cut them now, while 
they are still vibrant and 
have not started to turn 
brown. (Some of them turn 
a pretty copper color, that 
looks great in fall arrange-
ments.)
 After you have clipped 
them, strip most of the 
leaves away from the stems. 
Trim the stems in varying 
lengths.
 There is always a hard 
way and an easy way to do 
just about anything, so let’s 
take the easy way! 
 Arrange your hydran-

geas in vases, baskets or on 
wreaths, just like you would 
any cut flower.
 You can even add water 
to the vases if you want the 
process to take a little lon-
ger, but it’s not necessary. 
 Position them in your 
home so that they get no 
direct sun, but filtered, in-
direct light is fine. 
 Then forget about them 
for about a month. Serious-
ly, just forget about them. 
No water, no hanging them 
upside down, nothing…
 When they are com-
pletely dry, you can leave 
them in the container you 
started with if it suits your 
décor, or, you can make a 
wreath for your door, a swag 
for your mantle, or even 
save them for your Christ-
mas tree! 

 The only thing you need 
to be careful about is leav-
ing them prone on a table or 
countertop while they are 
drying because it will cause 
the cluster to be flat on one 
side. 
 Now, very gently, re-
move them from contain-
ers and take them outside.  
Place on table covered by 
plastic garbage bags.
 Lay then singly. Now 
spray lightly with clear 
spray paint. Any clear spray 
paint will work, it doesn't 
have to be floral paint.
 You might want to wait 
until they are completely 
dry, then flip over and spray 
the other side.
 When dry, carefully 
make arrangements as usu-
al.

Loretta 
Gillespie
Tribune 
Correspondent

Dried hydrangeas make beautiful centerpieces.
LORETTA GILLESPIE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

of having a Huntsville or a 
Decatur or a Montgomery. 
And so, this technology 
right now is so important to 
us, and to the citizens of this 
area. You know, people can 
move here, they can open 
up a home business, they 
can do legal work here, they 
can do any kind of work they 
want to do.
 "They don’t have to 
go find an area that they 
can do that in. And so this 
should help expand growth 
out in this area. It should 
help the schools, over 
time, because one of the 

big problems we have is, 
the children have access 
to the internet at school, 
and then they go home and 
don’t have access. And so, 
that’s a disadvantage. This 
technology is going to be a 
tremendous benefit to those 
citizens and those kids, so 
we’re real excited about it.”
 Harbison added, “I want 
to thank y’all for y’all’s 
investment in Cullman 
County and rural Alabama. 
As Senator Bussman said, 
it’s very important for 
our education system, 
because we’ve got the city of 

Cullman, and they have all 
of the infrastructure needed 
there, but we have a lot of 
rural county schools.
 “You know, with Smith 
Lake we have some pretty 
expensive houses out here, 
and I know people who live 
in Birmingham who work 
from home, but would love 
to move up to the lake, but 
they can’t because of the 
high-speed internet. So I 
think this is going to open 
up the door for a lot of 
things, and I think it’s going 
to help our real estate and 
our education system.”

 AT&T issued a press 
release about the new 
project, which stated in 
part:
 “AT&T plans to reach 
nearly 66,000 locations 
with this technology across 
Alabama by 2020 and, 
with this initial offering, 
Fixed Wireless Internet 
is available today in parts 
of rural communities 
throughout Alabama.”
 “'I am thankful for the 
leadership of our elected 
officials who work to 
ensure a pro-consumer 
business environment and 

am delighted the rural 
residents of Cullman 
County are among the first 
in the nation to access this 
innovative technology,” said 
Cherrie Haney, director of 
Cullman County Economic 
Development. 
 “‘The more than 5,300 
men and women who work 
for AT&T and call Alabama 
home, are proud to work 
with our local, state and 
federal leadership to provide 
the connectivity Alabama’s 
residents and businesses 
demand,” said Hargrove. 
“Through this innovative 

service, we are helping close 
the remaining connectivity 
gap in Alabama.”
 “The nine states where 
we have already launched 
service include Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and Louisiana. 
Additional states where 
we plan to launch this year 
are Arkansas, California, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Michigan, Ohio, Texas and 
Wisconsin. 
 “We will provide updates 
about additional availability 

Internet (from Front)

DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*All rebates applied, must have ‘99 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

NOW ONLY $42,995
STK#111849

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive 

SLT SLT Premium Plus Package

WAS $56,245

NOW ONLY $33,424
STK#188186

2017 BUICK LACROSSE 
FWD Premium

WAS $48,000

NOW ONLY $36,895
STK#255823

2017 GMC CANYON
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive SLT

WAS $44,855

NOW ONLY $23,726
STK#019817

2017 BUICK ENCORE
Preferred II FWD

WAS $30,725

NOW ONLY $24,995
STK#352159

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500
Regular Cab Long Box 2-Wheel Drive

WAS $31,700

NOW ONLY $51,995
STK#407785

2017 GMC YUKON XL
2WD 4DR SLT

WAS $61,815

GET THE BEST NEW YEAR’S DEALS ONLY AT BILL SMITH BUICK GMC
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wendy@cullmantribune.com

COOLFEST: the Cullman-grow ‘pop-up’ 
cooling festival coming Thursday, July 26
CULLMAN – Local author 
and artist Ben Johnson and 
the North Alabama Agriplex 
have announced their plans 
to help Cullman folks cool 
off a little with COOLFEST, 
a “pop-up” downtown 
festival next week.  
	 On Monday, Johnson 
issued the following press 
release:
	 “It's hotter than a 
pepper sprout every 
Alabama summer and 2018, 
our state's 198th summer, is 
another one.  So, Cullman 
welcomes COOLFEST on 
Thursday, July 26 with 
a three-hour (4:12-7:12 
p.m.), free admission, 
“pop-up” happening of 
cool, CULLMAN- GROWN 
food, ice-cold water and 
cool drinks, out-on-the-
veranda heritage music, 
sleeping porch storytelling, 
cool art, fanning and air-
conditioning.  This cool 
“happening ” is happening 
in downtown Cullman at 
Second Avenue and Fourth 
Street Southeast.
	 “Start at Consign and 
Design and register for 
the FREE DRAWING of a 
picnic basket filled with 
C U L L M A N - G R O W N 
goodies and see/buy, cool, 
original art,” suggested 
COOLFEST volunteer 
organizer, Johnson. 

	 “Then, go next door to 
Cullman Florist and watch 
local artist, Jack Tupper, 
paint sunflowers. Next, 
grab a CULLMAN- GROWN 
fruit cooler at 412 Public 
House and make a dinner 
reservation; visit the ‘pop-
up’ CULLMAN- GROWN 
farm stand and savor 

FREE, grilled tastings by 
Alabama Farm Credit; grab 
a FREE handfan and cool 
drink huggie from Lesley 
Hyde State Farm; and 
enjoy FREE heritage music 
(dulcimer and banjo with 
Craig Mann, FaSoLa vocals 
by Sacred Harp Singers), 
and storytelling by Sharon 

Drake in the fellowship hall 
at Christ Lutheran Church.
	 “COOLFEST benefits 
the farm heritage programs 
of North Alabama Agriplex 
and ALAbundant hunger 
relief support including 
The Little Pantry next to 
the Mary Carter Store.  412 
Public House is donating 

a percentage of all drink 
and food sales during 
COOLFEST. Y'ALL COME 
cool off at COOLFEST!”

At a glance
COOLFEST, the Cullman-
grown “pop-up” cooling 
festival 
•	 Second Avenue and 

Fourth Street Southeast in 
downtown Cullman
•	 Thursday, July 26, 4:12-
7:12 p.m. 

Hosts/Sponsors:
•	 Consign and Design
•	 Cullman Florist
•	 412 Public House
•	 Christ Lutheran Church

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Alabama and Auburn penguins by local muralist Jack Tupper will be sold at the event 
by silent auction.  For a little extra, Tupper will even personalize them!

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Mrs. Jo Maurer, 73, of Hanceville 
passed away on Saturday, July 14, 2018 

at Hanceville Nursing and Rehab. 
Arrangements are incomplete at this 

time. Cullman Funeral Home directing.

Amanda Kaye Haynes Thrasher, 
49, of Cullman died Saturday, July 14, 
2018 at her home. Her service will be 

Tuesday, July 17, at 10 a.m. at St. John’s 
Evangelical Protestant Church, Rev. John 

Richter will officiate. Burial will be at 
Bowman’s Chapel Cemetery. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is directing. 
Survivors include her husband, Alan 

Keith Thrasher, of Cullman, daughters 
Julianna Zhen Thrasher and Megan 

Thrasher Smith, granddaughter, Avalea 
Renee Smith, parents, Dee Levon Haynes 
and Joyce Raley Lowry, siblings, William 

Jason (Alison) Haynes, Joseph Trent 
(Jessica) Lowry, Alyssa Lowry (Bryan) 
Benefield, and many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, family, friends, and students. 
Amanda was born in Hartselle, AL, on 

September 16, 1968. A 1986 graduate of 
West Point High School, she received 

a B.A. in English and Elementary 
Education from Athens University and a 
Masters in Media Science from Auburn 
Univerity. She has spent 26 years as an 
educator with 17 of those years as West 
Point Middle School’s Media Specialist. 

She has been married to Keith for 26 
years. At 12, she gave her life to Christ 

and has been a member of St. John’s 
for 18 years and a member of their 

women’s fellowship. She loved sewing, 
gardening, cooking, scrapbooking, banjo 

playing, pets, and family gatherings. 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to West Point Middle School 

Library, 4545 Co Rd 1141, Vinemont, AL 

35179, or the charity of your choice.

Arvie Lee Marks Smith, 87 of Logan, 
passed away on July 15, 2018 at home 
surrounded by her family. Arvie was 

born on May 18, 1931 in Cullman. She 
was a lifelong member of New Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church. Visitation will be held 
on Tuesday, July 17, 2018 from 6 p.m. 
until 8 p.m. at Nichols Funeral Home 
in Addison. Funeral services will be 

held on Wednesday at 1pm at New Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church in Logan. Brother 
Shannon Caudle will officiate.  Burial 

will be in the adjoining cemetery. She is 
survived by her sons, Michael (Becky) 

Marks, Phillip (Carrie) Marks and Marty 
Marks; daughter, Kathy (Jackie) Caudle; 

sisters, Shirley (Charles) Norman and 
Janice (Kenneth) Pratt; sister in law, 

Lorene Waldrep; grandchildren, Brian 
Marks, Heath Marks, Kristy Bryant, 

Rodney Marks, Angela Marks, Shannon 
Caudle, Shane Caudle, Dusty Scott, Cain 

Marks, Alisha Cobb, Erica Ball, Justin 
Marks, Jordan Marks, Gracie Marks, 

Landon Marks, Leslie Marks and Lana 
Trussell; great grandchildren, Cade, 

Olivia, Scout, Skylan, Dallas, Jayden, 
Parker, Marlee, Avery, Kaleb, Rachel, 

Jacob, Isaac, Hannah, Alivia, Brody, Ben, 
Alex, Savannah, Drew, Brooke, Lexi, Zoe, 

Montana, Tala, Lawson and Grayson; 
and great-great grandchildren, Knox, 

Leeland, Easton,  Rydge and one on the 
way. She was preceded in death by her 
husband of 49 years, Hugh Lee Marks; 

parents, Oliver and Lessie Waldrep, sons, 
Larry Marks and Roger Marks; brother, 

Rudolph Waldrep; grandson, Milze Hart.

Tava Cloe Earnest Housch passed away 
at the age of 91 at home in Springville 

surrounded by her loving family. She 
was born in Winfield, Al on April 22, 
1927. She is preceded in death by her 

son, James Gregory Housch. Survivors 
include, son, Anthony "Tony" Parks 

Housch (Patti), daughters, Susan 
Housch Tyler, Ramona Cloe Housch 
Dodd, Melissa Anne Badgwell (Tim), 

daughter-in-law, Debra Housch, 11 
grandchildren: Brett Gregory Housch, 

Jennifer Housch Yeager (Jonathan), 
Jessica Housch Silinsky (Michael), 

Jillian Housch Marks (Justin), Zachary 
Tyler (Brittany), Jacob Tyler (Makenzi), 

Alison Potts Shirley (Patrick), Logan 
Dodd, Stephanie Grooms, Dillon 

Badgwell (Amanda), Garrett Badgwell; 
10 great-grandchildren: Jaden Housch, 

Hunter Yeager, Jack Yeager, Easton 
Silinsky, Mabry Silinsky, Gabriel Tyler, 
Isabell Tyler, Andrew Grooms, Atticus 

Grooms, and Riley Badgwell. She retired 
from the University of Alabama in 

Birmingham after 25 years as a research 
assistant. She then went to work at 

the Jefferson County Court House in 
Center Point where she retired after 10 

years of service. Funeral services will 
be held on Tuesday, July 17, at 11 a.m. 
at Deerfoot Memorial Funeral Home, 

5360 Deerfoot Parkway, Trussville, Al. 
Visitation will be from 10 a.m. until 
11 a.m. prior to service with burial 
to follow at 2:30 p.m. at Winfield 

City Cemetery. Rev. Kim Crawford-
Meeks is officiating. Special thanks to 
Teresa Brown, Dr. Noah Fitzpatrick, 
and the New Beacon Hospice Staff, 

especially Randi Lynn and Shannon.

Harold Wade Brock of Cullman passed 
away on July 15, 2018 at the age of 75. 

He was born on June 4, 1943. He was a 

veteran of The United States Air Force. 
Funeral services are Wednesday, July 18, 
2018 at 3:30 p.m. at Moss Funeral Home 

Chapel with Rev. Tim Rice officiating. 
Interment will follow in Fairview First 

Baptist Church Cemetery. Survivors 
are: wife Dianne Brock, daughter Karri 

(Burtis) Oden, grandchildren Todd 
Phillips, Joshua Wade (Juliane) Phillips 
and Blake Phillips. Visitation is Tuesday 

6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at Moss Funeral Home.

Leslie Eugene Reid, 87 of Hanceville, 
passed away on Saturday, July 14, 2018. 
He was born July 5, 1931 to Leslie Boyd 
and Ella Beatrice Lewis Reid. Mr. Reid 
was a machine operator and worked for 
Daubert before his retirement. Eugene 

was a loving husband, father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather. Often referring to 

those he loved by the special nickname 
he had given each of them, Eugene 

loved his family and enjoyed being in 
their presence. He was a special man 
and will be missed greatly by many. 

He is preceded in death by his parents, 
Leslie and Ella Reid; wife, Melba Rhea 
Holcombe Reid; five brothers; and two 

sisters. Survivors include his wife, Freeda 
Gregory Reid; sons, Kenny (Cindy) Reid, 

Jerry (Linda) Reid, Richard (Patty) 
Reid, Jeffrey Reid; daughter, Linda 
(Travis) White; sister, Opal Young; 

ten grandchildren; and twelve great-
grandchildren. Services for Mr. Reid will 
be Wednesday, July 18, 2018, at 2 p.m. in 

the Holly Pond Funeral Home Chapel, 
Jeremy Collier officiating. Friends may 

visit with the family from 12 p.m. until the 
service begins at 2 p.m. on Wednesday. 

Burial will follow services in Holly Pond 
Cemetery. Holly Pond Funeral Home 

is honored to serve the Reid family.
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Obituary Announcements: July 10 -14

CULLMAN – Last week, 
the board of directors of 
Cullman Christian School 
(CCS) announced the hiring 
of Joshua (Josh) Swindall 
as principal, effective July 
31, 2018. 
	 CCS posted on its 
Facebook page: “Cullman 
Christian School is 
praising God for our new 
Principal.  Josh Swindall 
holds a master's degree in 
education administration.  
He is soon to complete his 
doctorate in education 
from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.  
He is experienced as a 
mathematics teacher, 
prior to going into school 
administration. He and his 
family attend Crosshaven 
Church, where he serves 
as the youth minister.  Mr. 
Swindall brings a love 
of God and children and 
enthusiasm for Christian 
worldview training to CCS. 
We are now set for the 
future and expect to see 
God open doors, strengthen 
our program and add to 
our numbers under Mr. 
Swindall's leadership.” 
	 Swindall is currently 
in Peru on a mission trip 
but took a few minutes on 
Friday to communicate 
with The Tribune online.  
Look for a full story after his 
return.
	 Swindall comes to 
CCS from Cullman City 
Schools where he served 
as the district’s technology 
and federal programs/

CTE coordinator.  Prior to 
that, he served as assistant 
principal at East and West 
Elementary Schools and 
taught mathematics at 
Cullman Middle School.  
Before coming to the city 
system, he taught math at 
Good Hope High School. 
	 Swindall holds an 
educational specialist 
degree and a master’s degree 
in educational leadership 
from the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham, 
and is currently pursuing 
his doctoral degree 
in education from 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky.
	 He and his wife, Ashtin, 
have three boys—Everett 
Isaiah, Emmett Josiah 
and Ellis Haddon; and the 
couple is expecting another 
baby (also a boy, according 
to the proud dad!) in 
December. 
	 “I am excited to join the 
staff at Cullman Christian 
School and thankful for 
the opportunity to serve as 
principal. I believe this to 
be a unique role that God 
has gifted me in and made 
me for,” said Swindall. 
	 Swindall wrote about 
what led him from a public 
system into private, faith-
based education: 
	 “For the past two years, 
I have been pursuing my 
doctorate (Ed.D.) from 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.  
Through the process, my 
passions for teaching and 
leadership have continued 
to grow in the areas of 

spiritual formation and 
educational pedagogy.  
While I have always sought 
to teach and lead as both a 
Christian and an educator, I 
now sense the Lord's urging 
to further marry these 
two passions in the field of 
Christian education.”
	 CCS offers pre-K 
through grade 12 education 
in a context of faith.  It 
offers traditional courses, 
along with online electives 

and AP classes and has a 
Fast Track partnership with 
Wallace State Community 
College.
	 From the CCS website, 
“The mission of Cullman 
Christian School is to serve 
the Christian community by 
providing an academically 
rigorous education with a 
biblical world and life view.”
	 For more information 
about CCS, visit www.
cullmanchristian.org.

 W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

EDUCATION / FAITH

Cullman Christian School 
names Josh Swindall principal

Swindall and his mission team enjoy an aerial view of their mission 
sites in Peru. Left to right: front: Josh Swindall and Elijah Price. 
Back: Haley Knight and Josh Knight (not visible in photo). 

JOSH SWINDALL

AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 



COMMUNITY MATTERS  7THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JULY 17, 2018

puppies, CAAWA would 
adopt them out when ready. 
	 Bentley is now retired 
after a 29-year-career as a 
registered nurse.
	 She has a daughter 
and two wonderful 
grandchildren.
	 She and her husband 
worked very hard and saved 
enough money by 2002 to 
build their home on Smith 
Lake in Crane Hill.
	 Bentley laughed a bit as 
she recalled the life she had 
planned after retirement. 
	 “We were going to 
travel. I still have the Rand 
McNally books on my table 
and had our road trips 
planned. We would visit 
the Eastern seaboard from 
Savannah to Maine. Next, 
we would drive through 
Wisconsin and the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. The 
next trip we would explore 
the Pacific Northwest,” she 
said.
	 Bentley’s planned 
retirement took a detour 
the day she found Belle. 
The Bentleys began their 
fostering journey with 
Belle and her puppies. The 
puppies did find wonderful 
homes, and Belle, she is now 
Belle Bentley. 
	 Bentley continued to 
foster puppies for CAAWA 
as needed but was not active 
in the administrational 
aspects of the organization. 
That all changed in 
September 2014, when 
CAAWA was struggling and 
needed Bentley to help as 
the organization found 
itself in a rebuilding phase. 
	 CAAWA is an all-
volunteer nonprofit 501(c)
(3) rescue. Currently, 
the organization is “at 
a crossroads” according 
to Bentley, who, along 
with Sue Jones and Becky 
Greggs, works tirelessly.
	 When The Cullman 
Tribune sat down with the 
three women, they were 
very candid. 
	 Jones said, “We need 
help. We need people. We 
are not young women and 
it is becoming more and 

more difficult. We need a 
dedicated group of young 
passionate people to give 
the keys to in the future and 
we don’t have that.” 
	 When a rescue is small, 
like CAAWA, it is difficult to 
tackle the short-term goals 
and focus on the future. 
	 Jones continued, “We 
spend all of our time picking 
up animals, taking them to 
the vets, planning adoption 
events, coordinating 
transports, and investing in 
so many short-term needs. 
We are exhausted and there 
never seems to be time to 
focus on long-term goals.” 
	 The love the ladies 
of CAAWA have for their 
community is palpable. 
When asked what message 
they wished to convey to 
the community, in near 
perfect unison each said 
emphatically, “SPAY and 
NEUTER!!”
	 They need donations, 
then need people to get 
involved, but above all they 
want people to have their 
animals fixed.

	 CAAWA has recently 
teamed with Friends of 
Cats and Dog Foundation 
in Birmingham to allow 
Cullman residents to 
participate in the Snip-It 
Ticket program. A Snip-It 
Ticket can be purchased 
through CAAWA for a 
significantly reduced price 
on spay/neuters at the 
Alabama Low Cost Spay 
Neuter Clinic.
	 For more information 
on Snip-It Tickets, email 
caawarescue@yahoo.com.
	 CAAWA has pet 
adoptions on the second 
and fourth Saturdays of 
each month at the Cullman 
PetSmart. The dates for 
July are the 14th and 28th 
from 10-4. 
	 On Saturday August 
4, from 11-1, Rumors Deli 
will be hosting Paws for 
Cause, benefiting CAAWA’s 
animals.
	 There will be a fun pet 
contest at noon with best 
pet/owner lookalike, best 
costume, best trick, best pet 
hello, waggiest tail, smallest 

pet and largest pet. The 
contests are not limited to 
cats or dogs. ALL pets are 
welcome to join in on the 
fun. They will also have 
refreshments, booths from 
area businesses, prizes, 
drawings, face painting and 
many other activities for 
families and their pets. If 
you would like to donate 
items or help, contact 
Annette at Rumor’s Deli at 
256-737-0911.
	 For all the kitty cat 
lovers, CAAWA will be 
participating in Kitten 
Palooza on July 14 from 

11-4 at the PetSmart in 
Florence. It is a special 
kitten adoption event with 
reduced $50 adoption fees. 
All CAAWA cats/kittens 
are spayed or neutered, 
vaccinated and combo 
tested. 

How can you help?
There are many ways you 
can help these volunteers 
as they work tirelessly 
to do what they can to 
help Cullman animals. 
Donations are always 
appreciated: money, food, 
beds, collars and other 

must-have pet items. 
CAAWA has vet bills that 
add up quickly. Donors can 
pay directly toward those 
bills at Lee’s Veterinary 
Hospital or Cullman 
Veterinary Hospital.
	 Just as important, 
people can donate their 
time. If you want to get 
involved in CAAWA’s 
mission, they need you.
	 For more information 
on CAAWA and ways 
you can help, visit www.
caawarescue.com or 
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
rescueCAAWA.

CAAWA (from Front)

CULLMAN – Five-year-
old Cullman dirt bike racer 
Axel Ward has qualified 
for the largest amateur 
motocross race in the 
world, the 37th Annual 
Rocky Mountain ATV/MC 
AMA Amateur National 
Motocross Championship, 
presented by Lucas Oil, to 
be held July 30-Aug. 4 at 
the historic Loretta Lynn 
Ranch in Hurricane Mills, 
Tennessee. Ward took on 
more than 22,000 hopefuls 
from across America to earn 
one of just 1,446 qualifying 
positions.
	 “The Amateur National 
at Loretta Lynn’s is the best 
of the best motocrossers 
in America and around the 
world,” said Tim Cotter, 
director of MX Sports. “Just 
being here makes you an 
elite racer and a top athlete. 
A solid finish at Loretta’s 
would you give you instant 
National recognition and 
a possible professional 
career.”
	 Most of America’s top 
professional motocross 
racers, including James 
Stewart, Ricky Carmichael, 
Travis Pastrana and Ryan 
Dungey, have won AMA 
Amateur National titles at 
Loretta Lynn’s. 
	 Ward, who will attend 
Cullman Primary School in 
August as a kindergartner, 
has been riding dirt bikes 
since he was 4 years old.
	 Ward and his dad, Chad 
Ward, both qualified to 
race the Amateur National 
at Loretta Lynn’s this year. 
Chad was just injured in 

a dirt-bike wreck and can 
no longer race at Loretta’s. 
Chad, a former pro, raced 
professionally for more 
than 10 years and cannot 
wait for his son to get to 
race like he did as a child. 
	 “It’s huge, I mean I’ve 
done this for about 11 years 
so just seeing him get into 
it and love it is awesome for 
me because it’s been such 
a big part of my life,” Chad 
Ward said. “I’ve always 
dreamed of having a little 
boy that rode, you know.”
	 For Chad, being part of 
the motocross community 
is every bit as exciting for 
him as a parent as it was a 
racer.  
	 “I love it. For me, I’m 
getting to live my dream 
twice I guess and getting to 
watch him; man, it brings 
a lot of enjoyment to me 
and my wife,” he said. “I’ve 
never seen any parents get 
more into anything than 
motocross. It’s a pretty 
awesome community.”
	 This year has been busy 
and exciting for the Ward 
family and it’s still not over, 
but Chad is keeping the 
future in mind. 
	 “Next year brings bigger 
bikes and you know I can 
see things just as far as 
natural ability so I’m being 
really patient with him as 
far as where he’s going to 
be in the future,” he said. “I 
think this is something that 
he can go as far as he wants 
to go and to be able to see 
that natural ability is pretty 
amazing.”
	 Axel will be ready 
to go for the National 
Motocross Championship 
at the end of the month, 

but it’s important to Chad 
that this trip is about 
enjoying the experience 
and the exposure to higher 
competition. 
	 “We’re really not going 
to set any expectations for 
the national. I would love to 
say we’re going to win, but 
next year is when I would 
say we’ll win and this year is 
good to get the experience 
and have fun.”
	 With the help of 
sponsors such as Scott 
Goggles, FXR gear, Chad 
Ward, Inc., and mom and 
dad who help pay his way 
to the races, Axel Ward 
has had the opportunity to 
pursue his dreams.
	 He has won multiple 
races in the last year and 
competes nearly every 
weekend at local races, as 
well in races across the 
country in Wisconsin, 
Illinois, Texas, Tennessee 
and Ohio. Ward is the 2018 
Alabama State Champion in 
the 4-6-year-old shaft drive 
class in Arenacross.
	 Ward will make the 
long journey to Hurricane 
Mills, Tennessee along with 
his mom, Crystal, his dad 
and his sisters, Hazel and 
Jaylee.
	 The race runs July 30 
through August 4.  Ward and 
his family will be camping 
onsite for the week-long 
event and will participate 
in many non-racing evening 
activities.
	 Ward is just one of 
the over 22,000 racers 
across the country who 
spent the last four months 
qualifying for the event. 
The top finishers in Area 
Qualifiers and Regional 

Championships earn a gate 
position in the National 
Championship race at 
Loretta Lynn’s. Racers 
may enter a wide variety 
of classes, from minicycle 
classes for children as 
young as four, all the way 
up to a senior division for 
riders over 50. There are 
also classes for women 
and classes for both stock 
and modified machines. In 
total, there are 35 different 
classes of competition. 
Ward will compete in the 
highly competitive 51cc (4-
6) Shaft Dr Limited class. 
Ward will wear the number 
32 as his national number 
on his jersey. 
	 The track is built on a 
section of Loretta Lynn 
Ranch and Campground 
in Hurricane Mills, 
Tennessee. The course 
contains a variety of jumps, 
corners and other obstacles 
designed to test the skills 
and stamina of the racers. 
	 The motocross track is 
used only once a year for 
motorcycles, so there is 
no hometown advantage.  
Racers compete in three 
15-20-minute races over 
the course of the week per 
class, sometimes in grueling 
temperatures.  Proper 
training and preparation 
are paramount.
	 Most riders attend 
the event with the help 
of their families. In fact, 
many consider the event 
their family support 
summer trip, nicknaming 
it the “World’s Greatest 
Motocross Vacation.” 
Besides the races, the week-
long event hosts many 
family-friendly activities, 

including swimming, talent 
show, concerts, and live 
entertainment. 
	 The race action will 
be broadcast live daily at 
www.RacerTV.com, July 30 
through August 4, for a total 
of 40 hours of live coverage. 
In addition, two highlight 
shows featuring the event 
will air on NBC Sports 
Network in the fall.
	 For additional 
information on the 
Amateur National, visit the 
official website at www.
mxsports.com or call (304) 
284-0101. Also, follow the 
official Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram accounts for 
exclusive content and to 
catch the latest news.

About the Rocky 
Mountain ATV/MC 
AMA Amateur National 
Motocross Championship
The Rocky Mountain ATV/
MC AMA Amateur National 
Motocross Championship 
is the world's largest and 
most prestigious amateur 
motocross racing program. 
The national qualifying 
program consists of 57 
Area Qualifiers (February 
through May) and 13 
Regional Championships 
(May through June), 
hosted at select motocross 
facilities across the 
country. The qualifying 
system culminates in the 
National Final (first week 
in August) hosted annually 
since 1982 at the home of 
country music star Loretta 
Lynn in Hurricane Mills, 
Tenn. Nearly 22,000 
racers attempt to qualify 
in 35 classes for the 1,446 
available positions at 

the National. Christened 
"The World's Greatest 
Motocross Vacation", the 
National event serves as 
a launch pad for some 
of the biggest names in 
professional motocross 
and supercross, including 
Ricky Carmichael, James 
Stewart, Ryan Villopoto, 
and Ryan Dungey. The 
national program is 
produced by MX Sports, 
Inc., a West Virginia-based 
race production company 
and sanctioned by AMA. For 
more information, please 
visit www.mxsports.com.  

About the American 
Motorcyclist Association
Founded in 1924, the AMA 
is a not-for-profit member-
based association whose 
mission is to promote 
the motorcycle lifestyle 
and protect the future of 
motorcycling. As the world's 
largest motorcycling rights 
and event sanctioning 
organization, the AMA 
advocates for riders' 
interests at all levels of 
government and sanctions 
thousands of competition 
and recreational events 
every year. The AMA also 
provides money-saving 
discounts on products 
and services for its 
members. Through the 
AMA Motorcycle Hall of 
Fame in Pickerington, 
Ohio, the AMA honors 
the heroes and heritage of 
motorcycling. For more 
information, visit -www.
a m e r i c a n m o t o r c y c l i s t .
com. Not a member? Join 
the AMA today: www.
a m e r i c a n m o t o r c y c l i s t .
com/membership/join.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

Ward (from Front)
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MONTGOMERY – 
With 17 SEC National 
Championships to its name, 
the University of Alabama’s 
Crimson Tide is part of 
this year’s Alabama entry 
for American Association 
of State Troopers’ Best 
Looking Cruiser Contest. 
	 ALEA’s staff 
photographers — one of 
whom is a die-hard Auburn 
fan! — set up the shoot, 
captured this image and 
said it goes beyond the 

Auburn-Alabama rivalry! 
	 This is about coming 
together to beat the other 
states’ cruiser pics and 
showing them the Alabama 
State Trooper Chevy Tahoe 
is No. 1! 
	 Between Monday, 
July 16, and Friday, 
July 20, please go to the 
AAST Facebook page 
( w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
StateTroopers) and like 
Alabama’s photo! We will 
send out an updated email 
with link to page once 
voting begins. Let’s show 
them who is No. 1! 

Jesse Thornton
ALEA

ALEA

Alabama State 
Troopers ask 
for public’s 
vote in national 
best-looking 
cruiser contest


