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Vinemont Marching Eagle Band members take a brief rest 
before practicing marching during a “mini” band 
camp at the Vinemont t-ball field this week.
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CULLMAN – The Cullman 
County Sheriff's Office is set 
to host a two-part Women's 
Self-Defense Class. Part one 
will take place on Thursday, 
July 26 at 6 p.m., and part 
two will be on Tuesday, July 
31 at 6 p.m. Both parts will 
be held at the CCSO training 
facility, next door to the 
CCSO. To attend part two, a 
participant must attend part one.
	 The class, which will be taught by CCSO deputies, will focus 
on the Equalizer Self-Defense Program, with an emphasis 
on hands-on self-defense for situations including muggings, 
assaults and others.
	 "I have said many times, we at the Cullman County Sheriff's 
Office are advocates of our citizens having the knowledge and 
training they need to protect themselves," said Sheriff Matt 
Gentry. "Our deputies are some of the best at teaching self-
defense techniques I have seen." 
	 To register, email Brad Williams at bwilliams@
cullmansheriff.org or call 256-734-0342. Registration is not 
required, but it is encouraged, to give the CCSO a good idea of 
how many participants will attend.

CULLMAN – Cullman Regional is hosting an Emergency 
Blood Drive today, Thursday, July 19 from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. 
LifeSouth has a critical need of all blood types. Donations will 
be accepted on the LifeSouth Community Bloodmobile located 
at the main entrance of the hospital (1912 Alabama Highway 
157, Cullman, AL 35058). 
	 Donors must be in good health, age 16 or older (16-year-olds 
requires written parental consent), weigh at least 110 pounds 
and show a valid photo ID.  
	 All donors will receive a recognition item and a free 
cholesterol screening. Also, donors who give blood twice 
between June 1 and Aug. 31 will receive a beach towel. 
	 For more information, visit www.lifesouth.org or call the 
local LifeSouth Donor Office at 256-736-1594. For a complete 
list of upcoming events at Cullman Regional, visit www.
cullmanregional.com.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Mary Beth Sellers
Cullman Regional

Sheriff ’s office holding 
2-part Women's Self-
Defense Class, July 26 & 31

Emergency Blood Drive 
today at Cullman Regional

Victoria’s Hope 
finds home in 
Dodge City; open 
house Saturday
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Victoria’s Hope founder April Bowen 
German said, “Donations 
keep pouring in.”
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YOUTH SPORTS

8U West Point Warriors place 5th in state
WEST POINT – The 
West Point Warriors 8U 
baseball team brought 
home a top five finish 
from the Alabama Dizzy 
Dean State Tournament in 
Scottsboro last week to cap 
off a strong 2018 campaign 
with 20 wins and just two 
losses. 
	 Warriors Head Coach 
Jason Echols has enjoyed 
working with this group all 
season and said he really 
saw them make big strides 
throughout the season. 
	 “They’re 6-, 7- and 
8-year-old kids and 
they’re learning as they 
go, but they all bought 
in, you know, believed 
in themselves and they 
worked hard,” Echols said. 
“They have great work 
ethic and great parents 
that support them and 

work with them and make 
sure they’re at practice. 
It’s just a good, disciplined 
group and the kids are 
eager to learn. It’s been a 
fun group to work with.”
	 On the field, the 8U 
Warriors were able to 
win a lot of games on the 
defensive side during 
the season and that style 
became their identity 
by the time they got to 
Scottsboro. 
	 “Our biggest strength 
was defense; we were not 
a power hitting team. We 
played a lot of small ball,” 
Echols said.
	 “We bunted the ball 
and ran the bases smart, 
and our biggest strength 
was defense. We were able 
to keep games pretty low-
scoring and take advantage 
of that.”
	 West Point was one 
of the smaller towns that 
made it into this year’s 

tournament and despite 
the higher number of 
athletes that some teams 
had, the Warriors were 
still able to advance a 
few rounds through the 
bracket. 
	 “It was a great 
experience for the kids. You 
go into that atmosphere 
against teams like Chelsea 
that pull from 150 kids to 
make an All-Star team and 
we were pulling from 30 
kids. So, your odds of going 
down there and really 
doing well aren’t that 
great, but we had a great 
group of kids that believed 
in themselves and worked 
hard and they were able to 
accomplish a lot,” Echols 
said.
	 “To make the top five in 
the state speaks volumes 
for them. Both of the 
games they lost, they put 
themselves in position to 
win the game and just fell 

short so that tells you how 
competitive they are and 
how good of a group they 
are. They don’t give up.”
	 Echols believes the 
tournament was a great 
experience for his kids and 
said he saw them grow not 
just as players, but young 
men as well.
	 “It was great for them 
to get out and get a taste 
of what travel ball is like, 
playing in a big tournament 
like that. I definitely saw 
them mature. During the 
first game there was a 
lot of nerves and a lot of 
jitters, but by the last game 
they were all grit, you 
know. They were confident 
and have been really fun to 
watch,” Echols said. 
	 “Just seeing that they 
can accomplish whatever 
they put their mind 
to… These kids in the 
beginning had to manage 
to find a spot 

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

The West Point Warriors 8U baseball team brought home a top five finish 
from the Alabama Dizzy Dean State Tournament in Scottsboro last week.
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Vinemont marching band 
prepares to show off new 
look, ‘crazy’ halftime show
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BERLIN – Monday night, 
the Berlin Town Council met 
for the second time since 
the Town's incorporation. 
The council's agenda 
included the passing of the 
Town's first and second 
resolutions, consideration 
of the applicant for the 
position of town clerk 
and other important 
steps for the developing 
municipality. 
	 Connie Duke, the sole 
applicant for the town clerk 
position, was appointed 
secretary for the meeting. 
	 The council reviewed 
tax revenues for the town. 
	 Council members 
made no decision on the 
applicants for place five 

on the council at the town 
attorney’s advisement. 
	 The council took time to 
consider the applicant for 
the position of town clerk 
during the meeting. Duke, 
who formerly worked with 
Cullman Jefferson Gas as 
an operations assistant, is 
retired now. The council 
decided not to take any 
action on selecting Duke 
for the position at the 
meeting until she gets more 
information on a retirement 
issue that may prevent her 
from taking the job.   
	 The council approved 
a measure, proposed by 
Mayor Patrick Bates, to 
have a special meeting on 
Monday, 30 July a 7 p.m. 
	 “It's going to be five 
weeks until our next 
meeting and I'm sure we're 

going to have a lot more that 
we need to decide sooner 
rather than later, especially 
after five weeks,” said Bates.   
	 The council passed a 
motion to adopt the Town's 
first resolution, Resolution 
2018-001.
	 The resolution 
effectively allows the mayor 
and or town clerk to move 
and store the Town's funds 
in a bank of the council's 
choosing in Cullman 
County that is recognized 
by the State of Alabama as a 
qualified public depository. 
It also allows the mayor 
and or town clerk to take 
any further actions needed 
to protect the funds of the 
Town. 
	 The second official 
resolution (Resolution 
2018-002), which the 

council also passed, allows 
the Town to reimburse the 
employees and officials of 
Berlin for mileage from use 
of their personal vehicles. 
	 The amount reimbursed 
will be equal to the optional 
standard mileage rate 
issued by the Internal 
Revenue Service each year. 
Bates stated that this is 
intended for officials or 
employees when they have 
to leave the county for their 
duties. 
	 “I'm envisioning this 
right now for anyone who 
has to travel outside of the 
county on Town business,” 
explained Bates. 
	 Bates discussed the 
intent to enter into a 
contract with Verizon 
for a cell phone for Town 
business, although the 

council took no action 
because town clerk has not 
been appointed yet. 
	 The council discussed 
the website domain name 
for the Town but took no 
action. Bates, having a 
background in information 
technology, has the domain 
name “berlinAL.org ” and 
discussed his willingness 
to transfer the ownership 
of the domain to the Town. 
Council members also 
discussed the possibility of 
getting a “.gov” address. 
	 The council decided to 
table a few agenda items 
that regarded payment 
until the filling of the town 
clerk position.  
	 In other business, the 
council passed a motion 
to enter into a rental 
agreement with the Berlin 

Community Center to rent 
the facility every Monday, 
(excluding holidays), for 
Town business.
	 The agreement 
allows the placement 
of a temporary sign on 
the road announcing the 
location of the temporary 
Berlin Town Hall and its 
hours of operation and 
establishment of internet 
service for the facility for 
Town business. The council 
also passed a motion to 
accept an offer for internet 
service at the community 
center from Charter 
Spectrum. 
	 The Berlin Town 
Council will have a special 
meeting on Monday, 30 
July a 7 p.m. at the Berlin 
Community Center. The 
public is invited to attend.

GARDEN CITY – Last 
week, Garden City 
received an unpleasant 
surprise: someone cashed 
three fraudulent checks 
appearing to be written by 
the Town of Garden City, 
totaling $5,621.88 stolen 
from the Town's general 
fund checking account. In 
order to preserve financial 
security, the town council 
passed two resolutions 
Monday night that closed 
the compromised account 
and opened a new one. As of 
Monday, the culprit has not 
been arrested; however, the 
authorities do have a name 
and driver's license number 
to work with.
	 Amidst other security 
and law enforcement 
concerns, the council 
also discussed the idea of 
bringing back the Garden 
City sheriff ’s substation, 
which has not been in 
operation in more than 20 
years.
	 Cullman County Sheriff 
Matt Gentry couldn't speak 
at the meeting due to a prior 
engagement, so most of that 
topic was delayed until next 
month’s meeting. 
	 However, there was still 
some discussion about how 
many officers the town 
would need, how much it 
would cost to pay them, and 
other logistics. 
	 The idea to bring back 

the local station stemmed 
from a wish to have 
officers closer to the town, 
according to town clerk 
Pam Leslie.
	 "We're just so far away 
from all the substations 
that it takes a while to get 
anybody down here," she 
commented. "We need 
some help with enforcing 
our ordinances, and it's 
difficult to get that worked 
out through the County and 
keep it going on a regular 
basis." 
	 During committee 
reports, councilman Scott 

Arnold stated that the July 
1st Freedom Celebration 
was a huge success and 
thanked everyone who 
helped out, including the 
Town of Garden City and all 
the churches involved. 
	 He reported, "We had 
more people than we ever 
expected. We'd prepared 
over 500 hot dogs and over 
600 drinks, and we ran out 
of everything." 
	 The public works report 
stated that, for slightly 
more than the cost of four 
spare Hummer tires, the 
Town could purchase a 

single new Hummer with 
good tires and engine parts. 
	 After minimal 
discussion, the council 
moved to approve the 
purchase of a new Hummer 
to use for spare parts.

Other new business:
•	 The pipes are 
suffering from the typical 
summertime stress and 
leaks, but the sewers are 
doing well overall.
•	 A motion was approved 
to start working on a 
drainage pipe.
•	 A surplussed service 

truck has been sold for 
$2,250.
•	 Paving for different 
roads in the town should 
start in August, and the 
guarded railroad crossing 
should be in place by 
December at no cost to the 
Town.
•	 The Town is looking at 
some backhoe tires and is 
considering buying a few as 
spares for its tractor.

The Garden City Town 
Council meets on the third 
Monday of each month at 6 
p.m. at Garden City Town 
Hall. The public is welcome 
to attend.

Berlin Town Council continues building municipality at 2nd meeting

Garden City takes action after more than $5K stolen, considers re-establishing substation
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CULLMAN – On Tuesday, 
Cullman County voters 
headed to the polls to vote 
in the Republican Primary 
Run-off Election- at least 
a few did.  Voter turnout 
in the county was only 
11.03 percent, affected 
to a small degree by the 
lack of Democratic party 
candidates and the state’s 
ban on crossover voting, 
but numbers were quite low 
even for the county’s large 
Republican majority.
	 When asked if this 
is common in runoffs, 
Cullman County Probate 
Judge Tammy Brown told 
The Tribune, “It actually is, 
unless there’s a local race 
for a runoff; then you’ll 
see more people come 
out.  That’s just the way it’s 
always been in the history 
of Cullman County. I just 
think the local races are 
people that you have to deal 
with on more of a personal 
basis; those races bring 
people out more.”
	 Sheriff Matt Gentry 
reported no issues at the 

polls that required law 
enforcement attention.  
Judge Brown reported 
“A couple of ballots that 
jammed; nothing major. 
Everybody did a great job, 
worked together, so it was a 
good day.”

One local race
Only one local race was on 
the ballot: the Fairview-
Parkside seat on the 
Cullman County Board of 
Education.  In that race, 
Shane Rusk won over 
Michael Knop, with 523 
votes to Knop’s 435.

STATE RACES 
OPEN TO CULLMAN 

COUNTY VOTERS 
Provisional ballots will 
be counted next week but, 
according to Judge Brown, 
these do not tend to affect 
outcomes.

Candidate- state vote count 
(%); county vote count

Lt. Governor
•	 Will Ainsworth - 176,680 
(51%); 3,354 in Cullman 
County

•	 Twinkle Cavanaugh 
- 166,475 (49%); 2,916 in 
Cullman County
•	 Ainsworth will face 
Democratic Party nominee 
Will Boyd in November.

Attorney General
•	 Troy King - 129,427 
(38%); 1,892 in Cullman 
County
•	 Steve Marshall 
(incumbent) - 211,619 
(62%); 4,329 in Cullman 
County
•	 Marshall will face 
Democratic Party nominee 
Joseph Siegelman in the 
general election.

Alabama Supreme Court, 
Place 1
•	 Brad Mendheim 
(incumbent) - 134,511 
(43%); 2,393 in Cullman 
County
•	 Sarah Stewart - 176,255 
(57%); 3,492 in Cullman 
County
•	 Stewart has won the 
office, since no Democratic 
candidate ran.

Alabama Court of Civil 
Appeals, Place 1
•	 Christy Edwards - 

145,344 (54%); 2,779 in 
Cullman County
•	 Michelle Thomason 
- 125,998 (46%); 2,552 in 
Cullman County
•	 Edwards has won the 
office, since no Democratic 
candidate ran.

Alabama Court of Criminal 

Appeals, Place 2
•	 Rich Anderson - 112,348 
(45%); 2,034 in Cullman 
County
•	 Chris McCool - 136,828 
(55%); 3,288 in Cullman 
County
•	 McCool has won the 
office, since no Democratic 
candidate ran.

Agriculture Commissioner
•	 Gerald Dial - 134,799 
(43%); 2,518 in Cullman 
County
•	 Rick Pate - 176,519 
(57%); 3,403 in Cullman 
County
•	 Pate has won the office, 
since no Democratic 
candidate ran.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Sheriff’s deputies and poll workers line up to deliver 
ballots at the Cullman Civic Center Tuesday night.
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POLITICS

Election 2018: Rusk wins Fairview-Parkside 
seat; Marshall, Ainsworth, Pate come out on top
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CULLMAN – On Monday 
evening, the Cullman 
City Council voted to 
pursue grants to expand 
or complete two area 
improvement projects, 
along with numerous other 
items of business.

Highway 157 expansion
The council voted to 
authorize Mayor Woody 
Jacobs to submit an 
application to the United 
States Department of 
Transportation requesting 
fiscal year 2018 Better 
Utilizing Investments to 
Leverage Development 
(BUILD) grant funds in the 
amount of $14 million to 
widen Alabama Highway 
157 from U.S. Highway 31 to 
Alabama Highway 69 with 
a local match of $1 million.  
The Alabama Department 
of Transportation 
(ALDOT) has committed 
$13,261,880.16 of its own 
funds in support of this 
project.
	 According to Cullman 
Economic Development 
Director Dale Greer, this 
grant would replace a 
TIGER grant for which the 
City previously applied. 
	 ALDOT is scheduled 
to make needed utility 
upgrades to the Hwy. 
157 corridor during the 
2019 fiscal year, and do 
construction, including 
paving, in 2020.
	 Also, according 
to the plan, the two-

year improvement was 
projected to cost a total of 
$25,204,000.

Brunner Street 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
improvement project
The council passed a 
resolution to award the bid 
for phase two of the Brunner 
Street Neighborhood 
Improvement Project to the 
lowest responsible bidder, 
Tren-Tay, Incorporated, in 
the amount of $861,539.45.  
Just over half the cost of 
the project will be funded 
through a Community 
Development Block Grant 
in the amount of $450,000. 
( w w w . c u l l m a n t r i b u n e .
com/articles/2018/02/02/
ivey-awards-city-cullman-
450k-completion-brunner-
street-project)

Other council business
The council approved 
a tax abatement for fall 
protection equipment 
manufacturer JELCO 
to offset the expenses 
of building an addition 
to its existing facility.  
The abatement will 
include “all state and 
local non-educational 
ad valorem taxes,” and 
“all construction-related 
transaction taxes, except 
those construction related 
transaction taxes levied for 
educational purposes or for 
capital improvements for 
education.”  The ad valorem 
tax abatement will last for 
10 years. JELCO is expected 
to invest $88,030 in the 
addition.

	 One day ahead of the 
official opening of Duck 
River Reservoir, the council 
suspended the rules of 
procedure to approve an 
ordinance to amend its 
previous Ordinance (2018-
36) for the regulation and 
control of the water supply 
for the City of Cullman, to 
limit watercraft engines to 
25 horsepower.
	 The updated ordinance 
will read, “It shall be 
unlawful for any person 
other than a municipal 
or lake patrol officer or 
State of Alabama patrol 
officer or state agency as 
authorized by the Mayor or 
his designee, engaged in the 
performance of their lawful 
duties, to operate any type 
of watercraft whatsoever 
for any purpose, with 
more than twenty-five 
horsepower motor on the 
water supply lake(s).” 
(www.cullmantribune.com/
articles/2018/07/07/duck-
river-reservoir-set-open-
recreational-use-july-17-
pipeline-ahead-schedule)
	 The council suspended 
the rules of procedure in 
order to annex property 
owned by Wesley Harden 
and Ashton Harden located 
at 501 County Road 1467 
into the city limits of 
Cullman as R-1 Residential 
District.
	 The council voted to 
renew its lease agreement 
with the United Way of 
Cullman County, granting it 
use of the Old Train Depot 
for another year.
	 The council also 

authorized City Attorney 
Roy Williams to seek an 
opinion from the Alabama 
attorney general concerning 
weed abatement, in hopes 
of an opinion that will 
authorize the city to enter 
private property to perform 
weed abatement for public 
safety.
	 Williams specified that 
such authorization would 
still require property 
owners’ permission.
	 The council had a first 
reading of Ordinance 
No. 2018-34 to vacate 
and surplus City-owned 
property located at 1638 
Brantley Ave. NW which 
is no longer needed.  The 
City will hand that property 
over to its Industrial 
Development Board, 
which will give the City the 
proceeds when it sells the 
property to an incoming 
industry.  No action was 
taken at this meeting.

At the recommendation of 
councilman Johnny Cook, 
Barry Slatton and Michael 
Sullins were appointed to 
the City Tree Commission.

The council approved 
requests for two 
charitable community 
events:
•	 A request from Justin 
Gilley for a special event 
permit to hold the annual 
Jack Aces Car & Bike Show 
for “Shop with a Cop” in 
the parking lot across from 
Moe’s Original BBQ on Aug. 
11, 2018 from 3-10 p.m.
•	 A request from Ben 

Johnson and the North 
Alabama Agriplex to 
announce “COOLFEST” 
a local fundraiser at the 
corner of Second Avenue 
Southeast and Fourth 
Street Southeast on July 
26 from 4:12 p.m. until 7:12 
p.m.  (See a separate story 
on this event.)

The council also approved 
three requests from 
Water Superintendent 
Chris Freeman:
•	 to purchase a pipe fusing 
machine from Consolidated 
Pipe & Supply Company, 
Inc. on the NJPA bid list in 
the amount not to exceed 
$81,431.49.
•	 to purchase a lateral 
pipe bursting machine from 
Hammerhead Trenchless 
on the Buy Board bid list in 
the amount not to exceed 
$25,207.69.
•	 to purchase a tandem 
axle enclosed trailer from 
Lawrimore Manufacturing, 
Inc. in the amount not to 
exceed $5,260.

Additionally, the council 
heard once more from 
Kerry Zozoka and a small 
group of other residents 

from the Heritage Village 
subdivision on Welti Road.
	 According to the 
residents, conditions 
have not improved and 
new construction in the 
neighborhood might be 
making some problems 
worse.
	 While council members 
maintained that the 
matter might ultimately 
be between the residents 
and the developer, and 
that City Building Director 
Rick Fulmer would be the 
person to make an official 
decision on the matter, 
Zozoka complained that 
no one from the City has 
contacted her to give her 
any information at all.

The Cullman City Council 
will meet next on Monday, 
July 30, at 7 p.m. in the city 
hall auditorium, with work 
session at 6:30.  The public 
is invited to attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

	 Ketamine was significantly more effective than a commonly used 
sedative in reducing suicidal thoughts in depressed patients, according 
to researchers at Columbia University Medical Center (CUMC). They 
also found that ketamine’s anti-suicidal effects occurred within hours 
after its administration. The findings were published online recently in 

the American Journal of Psychiatry.
***

	 According to a report in The Lancet Gastroenterology and Hepatology, 
combining a 16-week initial course of the medication omalizumab with 
oral immunotherapy (OIT) greatly improves the efficacy of OIT for 
children with allergies to multiple foods, new clinical trial findings 
show. Omalizumab is an injectable antibody drug approved to treat 

moderate to severe allergic asthma.
***

	 High school seniors appear to be underreporting their nonmedical 
use of amphetamine, despite reporting using Adderall without a 
doctor’s orders, finds a study published in the journal Drug and Alcohol 
Dependence. Amphetamine is the most prevalent stimulant in the 
United States, commonly prescribed for attention-deficit/hyperactivity 
disorder (ADHD). Adderall, a combination of amphetamine salts, has 
been linked to enhanced cognitive function and academic performance, 
which, in part, has led to its “nonmedical” use – where it is taken on 
one’s own without a doctor’s supervision – among high school and 
college students. Nonmedical use of amphetamine warrants concern 
due to its high potential for abuse and dependency, as well as potential 
adverse effects, including cardiovascular events and seizures. In 
addition, people who take prescription stimulants without a doctor’s 
orders are more likely to engage in other drug use and risky behaviors.  

***
Presented as a service to the community by

Hospital Discount Pharmacy.
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Keith and Hoagy Parrish 
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Cullman City Council acts on Hwy. 157 
expansion, Brunner Street improvement
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Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
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www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 
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EDUCATION

Wallace State 
Alumni Association 
offering 2 holiday 
adventures
HANCEVILLE – It may be 
July, but Christmas is just 
around the corner and the 
Wallace State Community 
College Alumni Association 
is offering two short trips 
that will surely get you in 
the Christmas spirit.
	 The first is a day-trip 
to Nashville, Tenn., on 
Nov. 18, to enjoy a matinee 
performance of the Cirque 
Dream Holidaze show at 
Grand Ole Opry House. 
The group will travel to 
Nashville by motorcoach, 
arriving in time to visit 
and have lunch either at 
Opry Mills or the Gaylord 
Opryland Hotel before the 
show. Both the mall and 
hotel will be decorated for 
the holidays.
	 Cirque Dream Holidaze 
is a Broadway musical 
featuring amazing 
acrobatics, over 300 
costumes, singers, and 
much more to kick off the 
holiday season.
	 This is a family show 
filled with snowmen, angels, 
reindeer, toy soldiers - a 
perfect holiday gift for the 
entire family.
	 The cost is $130 per 
person and includes 
reserved seating to 

the performance and 
transportation to and 
from Nashville. Space is 
limited and the deadline to 
register for the trip is Sept. 
1. Visit www.wsccalumni.
org/holidaze for more 
information and to register.
	 The next trip is a two-
day, one-night trip to 
Callaway Gardens and 
Warm Springs, Ga., Dec. 5-6, 
to take in the eight million 
lights at the Gardens’ 
Fantasy in Lights display 
and a guided tour of FDR’s 
Little White House, where 
the “Unfinished Portrait” 
that was being painted at 
the time of Roosevelt’s 
death is on display, along 
with many other exhibits.
	 Guests will stay at 
the Mountain Creek Inn 
at Callaway Gardens, 
enjoy dinner at Country 
Kitchen Restaurant and a 
Southern buffet lunch at 
Bulloch House Restaurant. 
Accommodations, both 
meals and breakfast at the 
hotel are included in the 
cost.
	 The cost, which also 
includes transportation, 
admission to attractions, 
baggage handling, taxes 
and gratuities, ranges from 
$275 to $464 depending 
on occupancy and Alumni 
Association membership 

status. Alumni Association 
members enjoy a $100 
discount on fees for 
overnight trips.
	 The deadline to register 
for the Fantasy in Lights and 
FDR’s Little White House 
trip is Nov. 1. Visit www.
wsccalumni.org/lights1218 
for more information or to 
register.
	 Membership to the 
Wallace State Alumni 
Association is open to 
anyone.
	 The Alumni Association 
provides scholarship 
opportunities for current 
and incoming Wallace 
State students. Along 
with discounts on Alumni 
Association travel 
experiences, members also 
benefit from discounts at 
area and online businesses 
and retailers.
	 Membership is $25 
per year, $15 annually for 
students, or a one-time 
fee of $250 for a lifetime 
membership.
	 Corporate memberships 
are also offered at varying 
levels for area businesses 
wishing to support the 
Alumni Association and 
its efforts. Visit www.
wsccalumni.org for more 
information or contact 
LaDonna Allen at 256-352-
8071.

Gail Crutchfield
Wallace State

**HERO APPRECIATION DISCOUNT**
We want to thank you for 

your service! All active and 
retired military will receive 

30% off plano or Rx sunglasses 
during the month of July. 

Show (from Front)

VINEMONT – Vinemont 
Marching Eagle Band mem-
bers braved the heat on 
Tuesday for their second 
day of “mini” band camp. 
The band is meeting this 
week to go over fundamen-
tals for new members and 
shake the rust off for old-
er members before its full 
band camp starts next week.  
	 Skylar King, Vinemont 
band director, says the mini 
camp is important for new 
band members. 
	 “For ‘mini’ band camp, 
we’re really just trying to 
get our new members, our 
eighth graders and our 
freshmen, kinda acclimated 
to what we do,” explained 
King, “introducing them 
to marching fundamentals 
and working on our music, 
so that way when we get to 
full band camp next week, 
we're learning drill and the 
music and putting it all to-
gether to get ready for our 
halftime show.”
	 Vinemont has a young-
er band this year, but that's 
not a problem for King. 
	 “We've gotten a little bit 
smaller, but we’ve got a re-
ally great group of younger 
students. That makes me 

really excited,” he smiled. 
“To have so many younger 
students in the band means 
they're going to be in the 
band for longer and contin-
ue to grow and build their 
leadership, so in the next 
couple of years we'll have a 
really strong base to build 
from.”
	 King and the Marching 
Eagle Band plan to have an 
exciting show for fans this 
year. 
	 “The theme for this 
year's show is ‘Crazy for 
Love.’ We're opening with 
Prince's ‘Let’s Go Crazy’ Be-
yonce's ‘Crazy in Love,’ Van 
Morrison's ‘Crazy Love,’ 
and then closing out with 
Queen's ‘Crazy Little Thing 
Called Love,’” said King. 
“Definitely expect a crazy 
show. All the tunes are real-
ly up-beat.
	 "It's actually the fastest 
drill we've ever marched in 
the opener- 200 beats per 
minute. It's going to be a re-
ally fun entertaining show, 
so we're really looking for-
ward to it.”
	 King says the band also 
has some big things planned 
for the year. 
	 “This year were doing 
several fundraisers; we've 
got some blanket sales go-
ing on and we also have one 

of our largest alumni events 
that we've done as a band 
program,” he said. “Sep-
tember 21, our homecoming 
game, we're actually invit-
ing all of our band alum-
ni to participate in a large 
alumni band that's going to 
perform prior to the home-
coming game.”
	 King noted one major 
change for the band this 
season. 
	 “This year we have new 
uniforms. We had the oth-
er ones for about seven or 
eight years prior to that so 
we’re really looking forward 
to the new look,” he smiled. 
	 “The new uniforms 
are really sharp-looking. 
They’ve got a blue pant, and 
they've got a red-and-white 
coat, with some blue trip 
that's sequin. It looks really, 
really sharp.”
	 The Marching Eagle 
Band members will show 
off what they've learned at 
the end of their camp next 
week. King has invited any-
one interested to attend. 
	 “Next Friday, July 27 
at 6 p.m., right here on the 
t-ball field, we’re going to 
have our family and friends 
performance,” said King. 
“That Friday is going to 
be our first performance. 
Come on out and see us!”

Hayden Hyatt
hayden@cullmantribune.com

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 



COMMUNITY MATTERS  5THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JULY 19, 2018

FREE

MZ54 WITH A FREE 125B BLOWER 
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! $4,699.99

256-734-3225 • 3330 AL Hwy 157 • Cullman, AL 35058

5THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
APRIL 3, 2018 COMMUNITY MATTERS

Cullman Regional 
responds to Ivey
MONTGOMERY – Alabama 
Gov. Kay Ivey on Thursday 
declared a State Public Health 
Emergency due to this season's 
widespread outbreak of the 
influenza virus. Cullman 
Regional’s Lindsey Dossey on 
Friday responded, saying, “The 
best thing we can all do in order 
to stop the spread of flu is to 
stay away from each other, and 
if you have been exposed to 
anyone with the flu, stay away 
from others even if you don’t 
show signs and symptoms.”
 Dossey said staying away 
from others is important 
because oftentimes people are 
sick for 24 hours before they 
exhibit signs or symptoms. 
 “The governor’s 
proclamation really creates 
more awareness of the severity 
of flu throughout our state,” she 
said. “We continue to have high 
volumes of patients present to 
the ER with flu-like systems; 
however, those numbers appear 
to be decreasing (see below). 
Again, those patients continue 
to be treated and released with 
instructions to manage their 
illness at home. Our inpatients 
continue to be sick with a 
multitude of other health 
issues.” 

According to Cullman 
Regional:
• During the first week of 
January (7 days): 310 people 
were tested who presented 
with flu-like symptoms, with 78 
testing positive.
• This week (only 5 days so 
far); 178 people were tested 
who presented with flu-like 
symptoms, with 37 testing 

positive.

“Now, this could be that people 
have gone to urgent care 
facilities or to their primary 
care providers to receive care 
rather than coming to the 
emergency department, and 
certainly doesn’t mean that 
the chance of getting the flu is 
decreasing,” Dossey stressed.
 “Many hospitals have 
banned visitors to keep their 
patients from being exposed. 
We are not banning visitors 
at Cullman Regional,” she 
stated, “but we are strongly 
discouraging visitors as 
our patients are already 
immunocompromised due 
to other illnesses, and being 
exposed to the flu could be 
detrimental to their health.”

Ivey's declaration reads as 
follows:
WHEREAS the State Health 
Officer has reported that an 
outbreak of the influenza virus 
has occurred in the State of 
Alabama; and
 WHEREAS this outbreak 
poses a high probability of 
widespread exposure to an 
infectious agent that poses 
significant risk of substantial 
harm to a large number 
of people in the affected 
population; and
 WHEREAS the health care 
facilities and personnel of the 
State are overwhelmed by the 
number of ill patients and taxed 
to such an extent that care of 
patients may now no longer 
be provided in the traditional, 
normal, and customary 
manner nor is the utilization 
of traditional, normal, and 
customary standards of care 
possible.

 NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kay 
Ivey, Governor of the State of 
Alabama, pursuant to relevant 
provisions of the Alabama 
Emergency Management Act 
of 1955, section 31-9-1 et seq., 
Code of Alabama (1975), on 
the recommendation of the 
State Health Officer, do hereby 
declare that a State Public 
Health Emergency exists in 
the State of Alabama. I direct 
the appropriate state agencies 
to exercise their statutory and 
regulatory authority to assist 
the communities and entities 
affected. I also direct the 
Alabama Department of Public 
Health and Alabama Emergency 
Management Agency to seek 
federal assistance as may be 
available.
 FURTHER, I direct the 
following:
 Health care facilities 
that have invoked their 
emergency operation plans in 
response to this public health 
emergency may implement 
the “alternative standards of 
care” plans provided therein, 
and such are declared to be 
the state approved standard 
of care in health care facilities 
to be executed by health 
care professionals and allied 
professions and occupations 
providing services in response 
to this outbreak.
 These “alternative 
standards of care” shall serve as 
the “standard of care” as defined 
in section 6-5-542(2), Code 
of Alabama for the purposes 
of section 6-5-540 et seq. 
The “degree of care” owed to 
patients by licensed, registered 
or certified health care 
professionals for the purposes 
of section 6-5-484 shall be the 
same degree of care set forth 
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PLANT IT

Preserving hydrangeas
I f you want to preserve 

your hydrangeas you 
must bite the bullet 

and cut them now, while 
they are still vibrant and 
have not started to turn 
brown. (Some of them turn 
a pretty copper color, that 
looks great in fall arrange-
ments.)
 After you have clipped 
them, strip most of the 
leaves away from the stems. 
Trim the stems in varying 
lengths.
 There is always a hard 
way and an easy way to do 
just about anything, so let’s 
take the easy way! 
 Arrange your hydran-

geas in vases, baskets or on 
wreaths, just like you would 
any cut flower.
 You can even add water 
to the vases if you want the 
process to take a little lon-
ger, but it’s not necessary. 
 Position them in your 
home so that they get no 
direct sun, but filtered, in-
direct light is fine. 
 Then forget about them 
for about a month. Serious-
ly, just forget about them. 
No water, no hanging them 
upside down, nothing…
 When they are com-
pletely dry, you can leave 
them in the container you 
started with if it suits your 
décor, or, you can make a 
wreath for your door, a swag 
for your mantle, or even 
save them for your Christ-
mas tree! 

 The only thing you need 
to be careful about is leav-
ing them prone on a table or 
countertop while they are 
drying because it will cause 
the cluster to be flat on one 
side. 
 Now, very gently, re-
move them from contain-
ers and take them outside.  
Place on table covered by 
plastic garbage bags.
 Lay then singly. Now 
spray lightly with clear 
spray paint. Any clear spray 
paint will work, it doesn't 
have to be floral paint.
 You might want to wait 
until they are completely 
dry, then flip over and spray 
the other side.
 When dry, carefully 
make arrangements as usu-
al.

Loretta 
Gillespie
Tribune 
Correspondent

Dried hydrangeas make beautiful centerpieces.
LORETTA GILLESPIE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

of having a Huntsville or a 
Decatur or a Montgomery. 
And so, this technology 
right now is so important to 
us, and to the citizens of this 
area. You know, people can 
move here, they can open 
up a home business, they 
can do legal work here, they 
can do any kind of work they 
want to do.
 "They don’t have to 
go find an area that they 
can do that in. And so this 
should help expand growth 
out in this area. It should 
help the schools, over 
time, because one of the 

big problems we have is, 
the children have access 
to the internet at school, 
and then they go home and 
don’t have access. And so, 
that’s a disadvantage. This 
technology is going to be a 
tremendous benefit to those 
citizens and those kids, so 
we’re real excited about it.”
 Harbison added, “I want 
to thank y’all for y’all’s 
investment in Cullman 
County and rural Alabama. 
As Senator Bussman said, 
it’s very important for 
our education system, 
because we’ve got the city of 

Cullman, and they have all 
of the infrastructure needed 
there, but we have a lot of 
rural county schools.
 “You know, with Smith 
Lake we have some pretty 
expensive houses out here, 
and I know people who live 
in Birmingham who work 
from home, but would love 
to move up to the lake, but 
they can’t because of the 
high-speed internet. So I 
think this is going to open 
up the door for a lot of 
things, and I think it’s going 
to help our real estate and 
our education system.”

 AT&T issued a press 
release about the new 
project, which stated in 
part:
 “AT&T plans to reach 
nearly 66,000 locations 
with this technology across 
Alabama by 2020 and, 
with this initial offering, 
Fixed Wireless Internet 
is available today in parts 
of rural communities 
throughout Alabama.”
 “'I am thankful for the 
leadership of our elected 
officials who work to 
ensure a pro-consumer 
business environment and 

am delighted the rural 
residents of Cullman 
County are among the first 
in the nation to access this 
innovative technology,” said 
Cherrie Haney, director of 
Cullman County Economic 
Development. 
 “‘The more than 5,300 
men and women who work 
for AT&T and call Alabama 
home, are proud to work 
with our local, state and 
federal leadership to provide 
the connectivity Alabama’s 
residents and businesses 
demand,” said Hargrove. 
“Through this innovative 

service, we are helping close 
the remaining connectivity 
gap in Alabama.”
 “The nine states where 
we have already launched 
service include Alabama, 
Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee and Louisiana. 
Additional states where 
we plan to launch this year 
are Arkansas, California, 
Illinois, Indiana, Kansas, 
Michigan, Ohio, Texas and 
Wisconsin. 
 “We will provide updates 
about additional availability 

Internet (from Front)

DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*All rebates applied, must have ‘99 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

NOW ONLY $42,995
STK#111849

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive 

SLT SLT Premium Plus Package

WAS $56,245

NOW ONLY $33,424
STK#188186

2017 BUICK LACROSSE 
FWD Premium

WAS $48,000

NOW ONLY $36,895
STK#255823

2017 GMC CANYON
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive SLT

WAS $44,855

NOW ONLY $23,726
STK#019817

2017 BUICK ENCORE
Preferred II FWD

WAS $30,725

NOW ONLY $24,995
STK#352159

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500
Regular Cab Long Box 2-Wheel Drive

WAS $31,700

NOW ONLY $51,995
STK#407785

2017 GMC YUKON XL
2WD 4DR SLT

WAS $61,815

GET THE BEST NEW YEAR’S DEALS ONLY AT BILL SMITH BUICK GMC
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Duck River Reservoir 
opens for recreational use
CULLMAN – On Tuesday 
morning, the City of 
Cullman officially opened 
the Duck River Reservoir 
to boats and fishers and 
opened the 22 miles of 
interconnected bicycle and 
hiking trails that encircle 
the lake.
	 Cullman Economic 
Development Agency 
Director Dale Greer told the 
assembled crowd, “Today 
we celebrate the aspects 
that have been created 
other than the drinking 
water supply.  Having the 
drinking water supply was 
really, really important, but 
if you didn’t do something 
with the recreation 
potential on this reservoir, 
that really, really would’ve 
been a shame. 
	 "It was part of the Corps 
of Engineers plan that we 
had to do that, but what we 
have prepared and done as a 
community is much beyond 
what was required of us, and 
I really, really am proud of 
what’s here.”

The lake covers 
approximately 650 acres, 
and contains (naturally 
or by stocking) the 
following fish species, 
listed with their current 

catch limits:
•	 Florida and Alabama 
Bass - catch and release 
only
•	 Bluegill and Redear 
Bream - maximum 20 fish 
of any size
•	 Black Crappie - 
maximum 30 fish which 
must be 9 inches or longer
•	 Channel Catfish 
- no limit.  This is a 
young population that 
is considered not large 
enough to catch, yet.

Reservoir Manager 
Tim Scott insisted that, 
because the lake and its 
fish populations are still 
maturing, fishing limits 
will be strictly enforced.  
Fishing piers are located at 
certain points around the 
lake, and fishing is allowed 
from boats. Motorized 
watercraft are limited to 
engines of 25 horsepower 
or less.
	 Fishing requires a 
permit, which is available in 
a box near the boat launch, 
or which can be downloaded 
via link from www.
cullmanal.gov or from the 
Duck River Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/Duck-
River-Reservoir-Project- 
134002529946659).
	 Greer also spoke about 
the reservoir trail system, 
saying, “The trails are really 

a special feature, managed 
by the Cullman City Parks 
and Recreation department, 
Nathan Anderson and his 
team. 
	 "They took on a huge 
responsibility with 20 miles 
of trail. You just imagine the 
maintenance and upkeep 
on that, around that scenic 
reservoir. But it is going 
to be special. I think it will 
generate a lot of traffic 
here, and really will be 

meaningful for us.”
	 According to the trail 
plan drawn up by St. John 
and Associates, “Trail 
construction would utilize 
native materials exclusively 
and follow sustainable 
International Mountain 
Bicycling Association 
and Appalachian Trail 
Conservancy guidelines 
that minimize erosion 
and required trail 
maintenance.”

	 After the ribbon cutting, 
Ray Buchmann and his wife 
Benton set out into the 
lake in the first (legally!) 
launched boat, for a 
morning of fishing.
	 Even while the launch 
ceremony was still 
underway, other fishermen 
were lining up for their 
turns on the ramp. 
	 Spectators on shore 
noticed that, within minutes 
of hitting the water, both of 

the Buchmanns had already 
begun reeling in fish.
	 For more information on 
the Duck River Reservoir, 
including the current status 
of the pipeline project and 
plans for water service to 
the city of Cullman, see The 
Tribune’s previous story at 
www.cullmantribune.com/
articles/2018/07/07/duck-
river-reservoir-set-open-
recreational-use-july-17-
pipeline-ahead-schedule.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Within minutes of hitting the water, Benton and Ray 
Buchmann were already catching their first fish.
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DODGE CITY – Less 
than two months ago, 
April Bowen German was 
trying to start a charity 
for single parents, to 
honor the memory of her 
mother Victoria Hammond 
Hankey.  Less than a month 
ago, Victoria’s Hope was 
up and running out of a 
rented storage unit that 
had already become filled 
to capacity; German was 
trying to find a permanent 
home for her ministry.  
This Saturday, July 21, 
German and her sister 
Heather Hankey will host 
an open house in the new 
headquarters of Victoria’s 
Hope at 859 Alabama 
Highway 69 in Dodge City.
	 “I was amazed at how 
fast I was able to find a 
location,” said German.
	 “I posted on Facebook 
that I was looking for a 
bigger location where my 
clients could come and 
shop for free for the things 
they need, and people were 
so great to share that I was 
looking for something, 
and I signed my lease by 
that evening!  It’s in the 
basement in the back of the 
building, but it’s the perfect 
size for what I wanted to do. 
	 “I have been so blessed 
by the community in this 
endeavor.  The donations 
keep pouring in, so much 
that I have had to get extra 
racks because my racks of 
clothes are full. 
	 "People have been so 
sweet to help as much 
as they could, from 
volunteering their time 
and services, to getting me 
donations in the form of 
items and monetary.  
	 "Through the monetary 
donations I have been able 
to outreach my ministry 
to people financially, just 
recently helping a family 
with a child in the hospital 
in Birmingham.”

German explained her 
vision and how people can 

get help:
“My plan starting this 
was to focus on getting 
single parents things 
for themselves that they 
normally wouldn’t be able 
to afford, but it has turned 
out to be so much more.  I’ve 
helped families with both 
parents that had urgent 
situations. I’m not going to 
turn down anyone in need.
	 "Now that I have my 
shop, the way it is going to 
work is potential clients can 
message us on Facebook or 
email us at hopevictorias@
yahoo.com to see if they 
qualify financially.
	 "If they do, we then set 
up an appointment time 
for them to come and shop 
for free for the things they 
need, whether it’s clothes, 
household items, purses, 
even clothing for their 
children and baby items.
	 "Thanks to all the 
donations, we have a variety 
of things at the shop. And 
of course, I will still be 
taking nominations from 
other people who would 
like to ‘surprise’ a deserving 
parent.”

Open house
At the open house on 
Saturday, according to 
German, “Everyone is 
invited to come and see what 
we are doing.  We will be 
passing out school supplies 
to children on this day, also. 
I just ask that they have 
their school supply list with 
them when they come.  And 
we can’t promise that we 
will have everything on the 
list, but we will give what we 
have. And it will be on a first 
come-first serve basis, so 
get there early!  We will also 
have cookies and lemonade 
for the kiddos. Clients are 
also welcome to come that 
day to shop, but will have 
to message us first to make 
sure they qualify.  We will 
also be selling $5 Charity 
Sale Belk tickets on that 
day. If you purchase a ticket 
you will be able to get in to 
shop their private ticket 
event sale on Aug. 25 and 

they will get their $5 back 
off of their first purchase.  
And all the proceeds from 
the ticket sales will go back 
to Victoria’s Hope. 
	 “We hoped to have 
our driveway paved by 
Saturday but the weather 
isn’t cooperating, so it isn’t 
looking too promising.  
Since we are behind the 
building if you aren’t in a 
truck or SUV on Saturday I 
encourage you to park in the 
front parking lot to avoid 
getting stuck.  We will have 
signs up showing everyone 
where to go.”

Seeing the vision become 
reality
Said German, “I have just 
been so blessed by our 
community.  It’s amazing, 
when you go through a 
tough trial in your life, the 
goodness that you see in 
people.  I have seen more 
goodness and love since 
my mom’s passing and 
through doing this than 
I ever have before.  This 
community is filled with 
people with the biggest 
hearts and are always there 
to help someone in need.  I 
started this because it was 
something my mom always 
wanted to do, and it has 
helped me to turn my grief 
into something positive.  
And now, it’s turned into a 
dream of mine also that I 
can do and keep my mom’s 
legacy and hopes and 
dreams going. I just hope 
somehow she knows what 
an impact she has made in 
such a short period of time 
since her passing.”

What Victoria’s Hope 
needs
Victoria’s Hope is currently 
in need of plus-size women’s 
items and men’s clothing.  
Donations can be dropped 
off at:
•	 Bubble Gum and Blue 
Jeans, 400 Fifth St SW 
Suite A in Cullman, near 
Grumpy’s Italian Grill
•	 Y o u n i q u e 
Sophistication, 105 Second 
Ave. SE in Cullman, across 

from Sacred Heart Church

The drop-off locations also 
have the $5 Belk tickets 
available for purchase. 
	 German said that 
Victoria’s Hope should be 
a registered nonprofit by 
the beginning of August, so 
all donations will be tax-
deductible. 
	 “I don’t know where this 
ministry will take me,” said 
German.  “I’m just going 
to follow God’s plan for it. 
I hope to expand it into 
something so much greater 
where I can serve so many 

more people.  Everyone has 
been so supportive. On the 
days where I’m exhausted 
and wonder if what I’m 
doing is going to work, I get 
a message from someone 
telling me how proud they 
are of this and how much of 
an impact it’s going to make 
on people, and that’s what 
keeps me going.”

At a glance
Victoria’s Hope Open 
House
•	 Saturday, July 21, 2018, 
from noon-5 p.m.
•	 859 Alabama Highway 

69 South in Dodge City (map 
in GPS has a Hanceville 
address).  Located in the 
back of the old Chevron 
building, next to the Dodge 
City Browser. 

It’s not required, but feel 
free to bring donations, 
including men’s clothes, 
plus-size women’s clothes 
or kids’ school supplies.
	 For more, see www.
c u l l m a n t r i b u n e . c o m /
a r t i c l e s / 2 0 1 8 / 0 6 / 2 6 /
victoria-s-hope-new-area-
c h a r i t y - s e r v e s - s i n g l e -
parents. 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Margaret (Peggy) Elizabeth Craft, 93, went 
to be with her Heavenly family on Monday, 

July 16, 2018 at 3:28 p.m. Peggy work at Social 
Security in Birmingham, AL until she retired 

in 1982. She also worked with our father as 
a part time evangelistic singer. She served in 

many areas at Wilkes Baptist Church, Walnut 
Grove Methodist Church in Midfield, AL, Unity 

Grove Campground in Reform, AL, Maxwell 
Campground in Haleyville, AL, Hartselle 

Campground in Hartselle, AL, Brasher Springs 
in Gallant, AL and doing mission work in 

Brazil, Israel and other locations. Her hobbies 
included traveling with the Airstream groups all 

over the United States, singing and her family. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, 

Howard Watson Craft, of Cullman, AL; oldest 
son, Kenneth Howard Craft of Midfield, AL; 

parents: Thomas Ratliff and Della Pauline 
Hammond Ratliff, of Decatur in Morgan County; 

and two brothers: Thomas (Buddy) Ratliff, Jr. 
of Fairfax, VA and Herbert Eugene Ratliff of 

Decatur, AL. She is survived by her son, Thomas 
Eugene Craft and wife, Jan; daughter, Melissa 
Lynne Craft Smith; five grandchildren: Kelly 

Danyell Craft Rutledge and husband Lane, 
Kendall Shea Craft Blevins and husband Matt, 

Wesley Ryan Smith and wife Alyna, Kevin 
Andrew Smith and wife Melissa and Clayton 

Richard Smith all of Birmingham, AL and 
eight great grandchildren: Logan and Jake 

Rutledge, Kinsley McCurry, Sarah Beth, Hayley, 
Baker, Avery and Peyton Smith. Her Graveside 
Service is on Thursday, July 19, 2018 at 2 p.m. 

at Hopewell Cemetery in Hanceville, AL. Moss 
Service Funeral Home is in charge of services.

Josephine Frances Schaefers, age 92, passed 
away on Monday, July 16, 2018. She is preceded 

in death by her husband Bernard Frederick 
Schaefers Sr.; son, Bernard F. Schaefers 

Jr; parents: John Graveman and Margaret 
Graveman; sister, Catherine Handley; and 
brother John Graveman Jr. She is survived 
by sons: Robert (Betty) Schaefers and John 

(Judy) Schaefers; daughters: Margaret (Gary) 
Teichmiller and Theresa (Dale) Golden; 

daughter-in-law, Susan Schaefers; brothers: Emil 
Graveman, Edward Graveman, and Anthony 
Graveman; ten grandchildren and six great-

grandchildren. Visitation for Mrs. Schaefers’ 
will be Wednesday, July 18, 2018 at 6 p.m. at 

Moss Service Funeral Home. Rosary will be at 
7:30 p.m. The Funeral Mass will be Thursday, 

July 19, 2018 at 10 a.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic 

Church with burial to follow in Sacred Heart 
Cemetery. Moss Service Funeral Home directing.

Funeral Service for Sarah Bonnell Posey 
Willis, 85 of Cullman, will be at 2 p.m. on Friday, 
July 20, 2018 at Cullman Heritage Funeral Home 

with Charles Dixon, Jeff Rowan, and Freddy 
Waldrop officiating. Burial will be at Emeus 

Cemetery. Cullman Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. Mrs. Willis went 

home to be with our Lord and Savior on Tuesday, 
July 17, 2018. She was born January 20, 1933 
in Cullman, AL to Earl Edward and Thursie 

Marchman Posey. She is preceded in death by her 
beloved husband of 69 years, Rev. Vernon Willis, 

her parents, sister, Wyneta Posey White, and 
brother, Wenzel Theo Posey. Survivors include 
her daughters: Bonita (Jim) Peppers and Amy 
(David) Hale, sons: Timothy (Vanessa) Willis 

and Ronnie (Peggy) Willis, grandchildren: Kim 
(Jason) Hutcheson, Tonya (Nathan) Blackwood, 
Michele (Jason) Heaton, Robert Willis, Brittany 

(Kevin) Scott, Tyler Willis, and Austin Willis, 
step grandchildren: Terri Welsh, Wesley Hale, 

Nathan Cain, and Joey Cain, and nine great 
grandchildren. A devoted Pastor’s wife and loving 

Christian Mother and Memaw. Visitation will 
be from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. on Thursday, July 
19, 2018 at Cullman Heritage Funeral Home.

Mr. John William Newman, of Hanceville, 
passed away Monday July 16, 2018. His visitation 

will be Thursday evening at 5:30 p.m., and his 
service will be at 2:00 PM on Friday July 20th, 

at Mulberry Baptist Church, with Reverend 
Dennis Reeves officiating. The interment will 

follow at Mulberry Cemetery. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, George Bethel Newman 

and Mamie Gertrude Marsh Newman. He is 
survived by his wife, Juanita Newman, of Center 
Hill, a son, John Edward (Jennifer) Newman, of 

Cullman, a daughter Deborah (John) Shelton, 
of Berlin, 4 grandchildren, Tyler Newman, 

Madison McBrayer, Chayce Shelton, and 
Taylor Shelton, 1 Great Grandchild, William 

Johnson, a sister, Nina Green, of Blountsville, 
and a brother, Wayne Newman, of Mt. Olive.

Bobby James Gilliland, 73 of Addison, entered 
into rest on Wednesday, July 18, 2018 at his 

home surrounded by his loving family. He was 
born on December 4, 1944 in Winston County, 

Alabama. He was a member of Addison Church of 
God, Addison Saddle Club and Addison Masonic 

Lodge #463. Bobby retired from Dowdle Gas, 

where he worked for many years as a truck driver. 
He enjoyed many years of horseback riding with 

family and friends.  Visitation will be held on 
Thursday, July 19, 2018 from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. 

at Nichols Funeral Home in Addison, where 
services will be held on Friday at 11am. Pastor 

Rodney Ridgeway and Brother Micheal Turner 
will officiate.  Burial will be in Addison Church 

of God Cemetery. Bobby is survived by his wife of 
55 years, Virginia Gilliland; sons, Brian Waldrep 

and his wife Terri, Greg Gilliland and his wife 
Randa; daughters, Genny York and her husband 

Rickey, and Gina Gilliland; brother, Johny 
Gilliland; and sister, Debbie Crawford. He was 

"Paw Paw" to 10 grandchildren, Bobby Gilliland, 
Deidra Key, Devon Hill, Lacey Hammack, 

Stora Gilliland, Gage Gilliland, Kyle Morris, 
Kaitlyn Hernandez, Britton York and Colt York; 

and 7 great grandchildren, Eli Key, Ford Hill, 
Brooklyn Hammack, Luke Morris, Avery Morris, 

Gabriel Hernandez and Alayna Hernandez. 
Bobby was preceded in death by his parents, 
James Odis Gilliland and Pauline Gilliland 
McCurley; son, Tony Gilliland; and sisters, 
Carolyn Hayes and Patricia Dianne Oliver.

Funeral service for Kevin "Earl" Pierce, 44 
of Cullman, will be at 11 a.m. on Friday July 20, 
2018 at Cullman Heritage Funeral Home with 

Mike King officiating; burial at Etha Baptist 
Cemetery. Cullman Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. Mr. Pierce passed 

away on Monday, July 16, 2018 at his residence. 
He was born August 2, 1973 to James Pierce 
and Ernestine Clendenon. He is preceded in 
death by his parents and his brother; Randy 

Pierce. Survivors include his daughter, Whitney 
Pierce, grandson, Gannen Pierce, his significant 
other Stacey Harden and her children, Brayden, 

Camryn, and Lathyn, sisters: Brenda (Chuck) 
Chamblee, Linda Hinkle, and Candy Powell, 

brothers: Terry Pierce and Jimmy Martin, nieces: 
Holly, Chassidy, Allie, Cady, and Anna, nephews: 

Kyle, Dylan, Bailey, Cameron, Christian, and 
Noah, and a host of family and friends. Visitation 
will be from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. on Thursday, July 

19, 2018 at Cullman Heritage Funeral Home.

Funeral services for Mr. Adrin Neal Rice, 67, 
of Hanceville are Friday, July 20, 2018 at 2 p.m. 

at Mt. Joy Baptist Church; with interment in 
the church cemetery. Visitation on Thursday 

beginning at 6 p.m. at the church. Cullman 
Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 

Mr. Rice passed away on Monday, July 16, 2018 

at his residence. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, James Clint Rice and Hester 

Greathouse Rice; brothers, Ellis Rice and John 
Wayne Rice; sister-in-law, Luene Rice and 

niece, April Rice Phillips. He is survived by his 
wife, Louise Rice; children, Rodney Rice, Adrin 
Rice and Nicole Rice; brothers, Jimmy (Betty) 
Rice, Jurl Rice and Elton (Shelia) Rice; sisters, 

Viva (Cecil) Cates and Launa (Wayne) Bobo; 
sisters-in-law, Faye Rice and Camilla Rice; 

grandchildren, Cody (Tifany) Rice, Courtney 
Rice, Caitlyn Rice, Jaliegha (Rayln) Ayers, Shay 

Rice, Mason Rice, Desiree Twilley, Heather 
Twilley and C.J. Twilley; great grandchildren, 
Stetson Rice and Paisley Ayers and a host of 

nieces, nephews, other family and friends.

Wendell Wayne Elrod, 76 of Addison, entered 
into rest on Tuesday, July 17, 2018 at Princeton 

Baptist Medical Center in Birmingham, 
surrounded by his loved ones. Mr. Elrod was 

born on October 12, 1941 in Danville, Alabama. 
Wendell attended Speake High School and 

went on to a career as a truck driver which he 
retired from after 37 years. He was a member of 

Addison Church of God for 18 years.  Wendell 
enjoyed to travel and business. When he was 

young, he earned the nickname of "Two Tone", 
because he had black hair with a blond streak 

in it. Visitation will be held Friday, July 20, 
2018 at Nichols Funeral Home in Addison 

from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. where services will be 
Saturday at 11 a.m. Pastor Rodney Ridgeway 

and Brother Steve Rodgers will officiate. Burial 
will follow in Friendship Methodist Church 

Cemetery, Battleground Community. Wendell is 
survived by his wife of 20 years, Margie Elrod; 
son, Vincent Elrod; step daughters, Pat Thorn, 

and Blinda Turner. He was "PawPaw" to 7 
grandchildren, Brittany Westmoreland, Bianca 
Whaley, David Turner, Brandi Turner, Anthony 
Wilkins, Cathina Guzman, and Laytoia Amaro; 
and "Big PaPaw" to 12 great grandchildren. He 

was preceded in death by his first wife, Betty 
Pirkle; son, Darryl Elrod; daughter, Yvonne 

Elrod; step son, Tony Wilkins; parents, Marvin 
John and Ada May Elrod; brothers, Alton 

Elrod, and Bobby Glenn Elrod; sisters, Juanita 
Elrod Brannon, and Wanda Elrod Wood.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanSense.com/obituaries.
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CULLMAN – Below are the 
arrests reported for July 16-
17. All persons are innocent 
until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = fail-
ure to appear

MONDAY, JULY 16
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

No report provided.

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

Bradford, Kenneth L., 25
•	 FTA- speeding
•	 FTA- insurance viola-
tion

Garrett, Wesley N., 36
•	 unlawful possession or 

receipt of a controlled sub-
stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Cunningham, Tonya F., 41
•	 unlawful distribution of 
a controlled substance (4 
counts)

Mathis, Alan B., 39
•	 public intoxication

Scott, Taylor J., 25
•	 FTA- public intoxica-
tion

Williams, Daniel G., 48
•	 FTA- disorderly conduct

Cunningham, Patrick J. 
Jr., 38
•	 unlawful possession or 

receipt of a controlled sub-
stance

Perry, Austin C., 22
•	 FTA- expired tag
•	 FTA- insurance viola-
tion

Chaney, Greggory L., 33
•	 third-degree burglary

TUESDAY, JULY 17
HANCEVILLE PO-

LICE DEPARTMENT 
No report provided.

CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

No report provided.

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

Willis, Mikka A., 25
•	 third-degree domestic 

violence- harassment

Manning, Andy L., 71
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespassing

Shaw, Crystal D., 32
•	 unlawful possession or 
receipt of a controlled sub-
stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Hanners, Joshua E., 29
•	 FTA- switched tag
•	 FTA- insurance viola-
tion

HANCEVILLE PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT 

No report provided.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

CLASSIFIEDS
AUCTIONS

REAL ESTATE Auction 
- Sylacauga, AL , 515+/- 
acres in city limits, near 
U.S. Highways 280 & 
231, offered in four par-
cels, combinations and/
or entirety. July 26, 1:00 
pm. Gtauctions.com, 
1-205-326-0833. Grang-
er, Thagard & Associates, 
Inc. - Jack F. Granger, 
#873.

SERVICES
SECURE YOUR home 
with Vivint Smart Home 
technology. Call 1-877- 
220-8817 to learn how 
you can get a profession-
ally installed security sys-
tem with $0 activation.

WANT YOUR ad to be 
seen in 120 newspapers 
statewide? Place your ad 
in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (a participat-
ing ALA-SCAN member) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide!

INSTRUCTION
PHARMACY TECHNI-
CIAN - Online Training 
Available! Take the first 
step into a new career! 
Call now: 1-844-737-4871.

INSURANCE
COMPARE MEDICARE 
Supplement Plans and 
Save! Explore Top Medi-
care Supplement Insur-
ance Plans For Free! Get 
covered and Save! Call 
1-866-697-0551.

INSURANCE
GUARANTEED LIFE 
Insurance! (Ages 50 to 
80). No medical exam. Af-
fordable premiums never 
increase. Benefits never 
decrease. Policy will only 
be cancelled for non-pay-
ment. 1-844-601-5927.

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

DO YOU use a CPAP ma-
chine for sleep apnea? Get 
your FDA approved CPAP 
machine and supplies 
at little or no cost! Free 
sleep supplement and 
sleep guide include! Call 
855-667-6541! (Mon.- 
Fri.).

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 
Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The 
all-new Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! Free info kit: 
1-844-264-9500.

STRUGGLING WITH 
Drugs and Alcohol? Ad-
dicted to Pills? Talk to 
someone who cares. Call 
The Addiction Hope & 
Help Line for a free as-
sessment. 1-888-362-
4708.

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

VIAGRA 100MG Gener-
ic! Full Strength! $3.00/
Tablet- 114 year old li-
censed Alabama Pharma-
cy ñ FDA Approved-No 
Foreign Drugs ñ Pre-
scription Required. Easy 
transfers 1-800-423-7847.

HELP WANTED 
- DRIVERS

HELP WANTED -Driv-
ers: Attention Flatbed 
CDL-A Drivers!! Pay 
starting at .40 - .50 per 
mile. Holiday/Vacation 
Pay! Quality home time! 
BC/BS medical/dental/
prescription insurance. 
Call 1-800-580-2205 or 
www.wtwenterprisesinc.
com.

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

DONATE YOUR Car to 
Charity! Fast Free Pick-
up-24 Hr. Response! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 
Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduction 
1-866-300-1250.

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

HAVE AN Idea for an in-
vention/new product? We 
help everyday inventors 
try to patent and submit 
their ideas to companies! 
Call InventHelp, Free 
Information! 1-877-353-
1293.

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

NEW AUTHORS Want-
ed! Page Publishing will 
help you self-publish 
your own book. Free au-
thor submission kit! Lim-
ited offer! Why wait? Call 
now: 1-888-283-4780.

WANTED 
TO BUY

FREON R12 wanted: 
Certified buyer will pay 
cash for R12 cylinders or 
cases of cans. 1-312-291-
9169; www.refrigerant-
finders.com

FARM 
CLASSIFIEDS

GOT LAND? Our Hunt-
ers will pay Top Dollar to 
hunt your land. Call for a 
Free information packet 
& quote 1-866-309-1507. 
www.basecampleasing.
com

Hiring CDL Drivers 
SE regional, short haul & OTR. 
Best home time in the industry 

and top pay. 
www.suittrans.com 

Call Jay 855-612-3276, ext. 107 
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Burchell Ins Agency Inc
(256)737-7450
burchem@nationwide.com

Coughing & 
Sneezing

 Living in 
Close QuartersKissingSharing Drinks 

& Utensils

HEALTHY TEENAGERS AND YOUNG 
ADULTS CAN GET BACTERIAL MENINGITIS. 

HERE IS HOW IT SPREADS:

THERE ARE 2 TYPES OF MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINES 
RECOMMENDED FOR PRETEENS AND TEENAGERS.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON BACTERIAL MENINGITIS AND THE MENINGOCOCCAL VACCINE, 
VISIT alabamapublichealth.gov/immunization or facebook.com/AlabamaImmunizationInfo.

#PreventMeningitis
#GetVaccinated

ABOUT 10% OF PEOPLE WITH BACTERIAL MENINGITIS WILL 
DIE, SOMETIMES WITHIN 24 HOURS.  SURVIVORS MAY HAVE 

BRAIN DAMAGE, LOSS OF LIMBS, AND HEARING LOSS.

 
 
  On-the-Job Training helps employers hire now!

Up to 75% wage reimbursement!

Funding provided by the USDOL, ETA, Federal WIOA. An Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. 
Auxiliary aids and services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

FIND READY TO WORK EMPLOYEES

JOBLINK.ALABAMA.GOV

On-the-Job Training Program
trains workers for YOUR business

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

Arrest reports: July 16-17

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 
years of age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

on the team, had to support 
and had to believe in each 
other.  They had to trust 
their teammates, and once 
they put their mind to it, 
they bought in and they 
believe in each other and 
believe in themselves.
	 "That’s why they were 
able to accomplish what 

they did. As coaches we can 
help them, we can teach 
them fundamental drills to 
help them develop, but for 
them to take it to the level 
they did is all on the kids.”

2018 West Point 8U 
Baseball Team 

#1 – Carter McAfee

#11 – Andrew Godwin 
#20 – Walker Brown 
(pictured separately)
#9 – Skylar Echols 
#10 – Brycen Echols
#22 - Max Patterson 
#40 – Tripp Dingler 
#13 – Lane Forsyth 
#12 – Tyler Forsyth 
#25 – Austin Freeman 

#24 – Cooper Hines 
#21 – Westin Barnette 
#17 – Brayden Kilpatrick 
#14 – Brady Chapman 

•	 Head Coach Jason 
	 Echols
•	 Coach Josh Brown
•	 Coach Lance Echols
•	 Coach Greg McAfee 

Warriors (from Front)



Joel Sanchez with coach Casey 
Harbin in Montgomery

MARK STEPHENS

DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*Notates all rebates applied, must have ‘99 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

NOW $40,990*
STK#229335

2018 
GMC 

SIERRA 
1500 

Crew Cab Short 
Box 4-Wheel Drive 
SLT SLT Premium 

Plus Package

WAS
$56,445

NOW $16,285*
STK#710272

2018 
BUICK 

ENCORE
Preferred FWD

WAS
$25,395

NOW $20,641*
STK#381821

2018 
GMC 

TERRAIN
FWD SLE

WAS
$30,905

DEALER OF THE YEAR
BILL’S BIG JULY DEALS!

NOW $16,695*
STK#709834

2018 
BUICK 

ENCORE 
Preferred FWD

WAS
$25,790

STK#373775

NOW $23,961*

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500
Double Cab Standard Box 2-Wheel Drive

WAS $34,905

MONTGOMERY – 
Cullman High School’s Joel 
Sanchez started for this 
year’s North All-Star soccer 
team in its 2-1 victory over 
the All-Stars from the South 
Tuesday night at the Emory 
Folmar YMCA Soccer 
Complex in Montgomery. 
Sanchez left the game with 
a minor injury in the first 
half. The All-Star Game is 
part of this year’s Alabama 
High School Athletic 
Association (AHSAA) All-
Star Sports Week featuring 
the some of the best high 
school players and coaches 
in the state across all major 
sports. 
	 Bearcats head coach 

Casey Harbin believes the 
consistent trips to All-Star 
Week have been great for 
the school’s soccer program 
and sees a lot of strengths in 
Sanchez’s game that earned 
him a spot on the North 
team. 
	 “It speaks volumes about 
our program. This is the 
third year in a row that we 
have had a representative,” 
Harbin said. “Joel isn’t a 
Miguel (Tizapa). He isn’t 
going to impress you with 
his touch or offensive 
ability. He’s going to 
impress you with his 
positioning and knowledge. 
He is one of the best players 
I have seen when it comes 
to 50-50 balls. He’s as solid 
of a player as you can ask 
for.”

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP SOCCER

Cullman’s Joel 
Sanchez represents 
CHS on AHSAA North 
All-Star soccer team


