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HEALTH

Mental health care 
program underway to aid 
Cullman County inmates

CULLMAN – Taking time out of a trip to Orlando, former St. 
John’s Evangelical Protestant Church Pastor Bob Kurtz (pas-
tor 1993-2012) on Wednesday spoke to The Tribune about his 
years of service with his friend and Minister of Music Rev. Jim 
Walker, 85, who passed away on Jan. 22.  
	 Kurtz shared, “Jim and I worked together almost 20 years, 
as I was senior pastor and he was the minister of music.  But for 
me, he was always absolutely an equal; in fact, he had so much 
experience and wisdom, I relied on him a lot.  And all the things 
that happened with St. John’s over the last 20 years--the build-
ing of the new addition, the increase in attendance, the growth 
of the church--all of that is a major tribute to Jim Walker.
	 “I give him so much credit.  He was always innovative, and 
he got us doing so many things.  He started our Tuesday morn-
ing men’s breakfast. Goodness gracious, we had a big golf tour-
nament--St. John’s Golf Classic--he worked with me on that.
	 “Let me tell you one thing he did that was unique: for 10 or 
12 years, we had three services all in the sanctuary, and we had 
a full choir for every service.  I don’t think there’s any church in 
the country that has a full choir for three services back to back 
to back. How he did that, I was always in awe. He just never let 
the choir know that this was unusual!  And I think that was ab-
solutely wonderful! So the music was such a vital part of our 
worship, that that was a major part of our growth experience, 
also.
	 “You can tell that I have the utmost affection and appreci-
ation for Rev. Jim.  And, like I said, it was almost as if we were 
co-pastors; he had such an important role in the growth of St. 
John’s.  There was significant growth from 1993 when I came, 
until 2012--goodness gracious, we went from about 150 in at-
tendance to nearly 700, and consistently kept building renova-
tions and additions, just so much, including the new addition 
that’s done so well.  And he played a major part in all that.
	 “So, in terms of church growth and new church life, he was 
an important player.”

When people come to St. John’s years from now, what 
lasting legacy of Jim Walker will they encounter?
“I think, just absolutely the sense of worship, how important 
worship is to our life and legacy.  It’s important to St. John’s, 
and he played a crucial part in that, just through the music, 
through the liturgy, through the wondrous awe and respect 
you have just coming into the sanctuary.  And he really--that 
meant a lot to him. And he had such dignity and bearing, and 
that strong bass voice of his as he led the worship and led the 
music; he had a great impact on people’s lives and their worship 
experience.”

See Rev. Walker’s full obituary on page 6.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

FAITH

Remembering 
Rev. Jim Walker 
(1933-2019)
Former St. John’s Pastor Bob Kurtz 
remembers his friend and co-laborer

CULLMAN – Country music duo Brooks & Dunn will hit the 
stage at this year's Rock the South. Also added to the lineup 
is Mitchell Tenpenny. Both acts were announced Wednesday 
morning, the second and third revealed for this year's festival. 
Announced Tuesday was Florida Georgia Line. New acts will be 
announced Thursday and Friday morning as well. 
Rock the South will take place on May 31-June1, 2019. Find out 
more at www.RocktheSouth.com. 

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Rock the South lineup, so far

WellStone Behavioral Health CEO Chris Van Dyke is seen here addressing 
the Cullman County Commission about the Stepping Up Initiative last 
summer. The program officially began this month.
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CULLMAN – Applica-
tions are being accepted 
now for the 2019 spring 
session of the popular 
Cullman County Sheriff ’s 
Office Citizens' Academy. 
The academy is a nine-
week course and is free to 
the public; however, class 
size is limited.
	 The fall session will 
begin on Tuesday, Feb. 26. 
Classes will meet on Tues-
day evenings from 6-9 p.m. 
There is no fee.
	 Academy students will 
learn about virtually ev-
ery aspect of a deputy’s 
job, including patrol, ad-
ministration, dispatch, 
communications, criminal 
law, SWAT, crime scene in-
vestigation, jail operations 
and more.
	 Activities will include 
a SWAT team demonstra-
tion, tour of the Cullman 
County Detention Center, 

a morning at the shooting 
range, ride-alongs with 
deputies and many class-
room speakers.
	 The academy will take 
place at the CCSO’s train-

ing facility next door to 
the sheriff ’s office at 1920 
Beech Ave. SE.
	 To obtain an applica-
tion, visit the CCSO at 1910 
Beech Ave. SE, or contact 

Deputy Bradley Williams 
at bwilliams@cullman-
sheriff.org.
	 For more information, 
see www.cullmansheriff.
org/citizens-academy.php.

Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Apply now for spring 2019 session 
of CCSO Citizens’ Academy

Sheriff Matt Gentry talks about the use of firearms by law 
enforcement officers as instructor Sgt. David Nunn gets ready 
to bring students to the line during the fall 2017 academy.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Jan. 24-26

HANCEVILLE CITY 
COUNCIL MEETING
Thursday, 6 p.m. at Hancev-
ille City Hall

LADIES NIGHT OUT 
BUNCO PARTY 
Ladies Night Out Bunco 
Party will be Friday, Jan. 25 
at 7 p.m. at Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Church in the Family 
Life Center. $20 per person 
at the door includes re-
freshments, drinks, games, 
prizes and fun and fellow-
ship. No need to know how 
to play the game, just bring 
a friend and come “roll the 
dice.” Everyone is welcome. 
This is sponsored by the 
Altar Society. Funds raised 
are for Altar upkeep. For 
more information, call Bar-
bara Ragsdale at 256-347-
3471.

FREE PANCAKE BREAK-
FAST
Saturday, Jan. 26 from 6-9 
a.m. at Mount Nebo Bap-
tist Church, 11 County Road 
1273, Cullman, AL 35057
Everyone is invited.

NEW CANCER SUPPORT 
GROUP- VICTORY SUP-
PORT GROUP
Victory Support Group 
is for all cancer survivors 

and co-survivors. The first 
meeting is Monday, Feb. 
4 at 6 p.m. at Cullman Re-
gional, Professional Office 
Building II. Victory Sup-
port Group is supported 
by Cullman Regional and 
Clearview Cancer Institute, 
works closely with Nurse 
Navigators Ronda Neal and 
Jessica Nicholson, and is 
assisted by the guidance of 
Delbert Freeman, chaplain, 
Cullman Regional. Victory 
Support Group recogniz-
es that each survivor has a 
personal journey of recov-
ery, and that survivors feel 
more comfortable consult-
ing other survivors for in-
formation and resources. 
Survivor: Any man or wom-
an who has been diagnosed 
with cancer. Co-Survivor: 
Anyone who walks along-
side a survivor on his or her 
journey. This person may be 
an adult or child, caregiver, 
family member or a beloved 
friend. For more informa-
tion, contact Judy W. Gris-
som at 256-347-5993.
 
Find more events at www.
CullmanTribune.com/Cal-
endar.

Compiled by The 
Cullman Tribune Staff
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ORDINANCE NO. 2019-07 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 62 SECTION 193 AS AMENDED 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CULLMAN, ALABAMA: 
1.  Under the authority of Chapter 52, Articles 1 through 4, Section 11-52-1 through Section 1-52-84, Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended, Code of Ordinances 

Chapter 62, Section 193 is hereby amended as follows: 
 
2.   SECTION 62-193 of said ordinance is hereby deleted in its entirety, and is hereby replaced by new SECTION 62-193, which reads as follows: 

SECTION 62-193.  PERMITTED USES. 
 (1) Single-family detached dwellings; 
 (2) Townhouse-type single-family attached dwellings, in accordance with section 62-711; 
 (3) Duplex attached units; 
 (4) Condominiums, in accordance with the permitted uses for condos as mentioned in section 62-712; 
 (5) Accessory structures such as, but not limited to: 

a. Private detached garages; 
b. Private barbecue pits; 
c. Private swimming pools; 
d. Private storage buildings; 
e. Play areas; and  
f. Play equipment; 

 (6) Public utility structures, such as electrical substations, natural gas metering stations, sewer pumping stations, and fire stations;  
 (7) Similar items so designated by the planning commission which come within the spirit or intent of the zoning district; and 
 (8) Multi-family dwellings of four or more units. 
 
3. This ordinance shall be published once a week for two consecutive weeks in advance of its final passage in a newspaper of general circulation within the 

City of Cullman, Alabama, the first publication of said notice and ordinance being verbatim and the second publication either verbatim or synopsized, with 
the last publication being at least 15 days prior to the date set for public hearing and consideration of said ordinance. 

 
4. That a public hearing be held relative to the passage of the ordinance on the 14th day of January, 2019, at 7:00 p.m., at which time interested parties and 

citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard concerning said ordinance and any changes relating thereto. 
 
5. That all notices as required by law be given by the City Clerk concerning said public hearing. 
 
6. Should any part or portion of this ordinance be held invalid, unenforceable or unconstitutional, for whatever reason, by a court of competent jurisdiction, 

such ruling shall not affect any other part or portion of this ordinance. 
 
7. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and adoption  as required by law, including notice, publication, and public hearing, 

all in accordance  with Section 11-52-1, et seq., Code of Alabama, 1975, as amended. 
 
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL this the 21st day of January, 2019.  /s/Jenny G. Folsom - President of the City Council 
 
ATTEST:  /s/Wesley M. Moore - City Clerk 
 
APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this the 21st day of January, 2019.  /s/Woody Jacobs - Mayor  

 

CULLMAN - The Cullman 
County Commission met 
Wednesday morning with 
14 items on its agenda, plus 
one added during a brief re-
cess after the meeting start-
ed.

•	 A bid for repairs to the 
courthouse elevators that 
was initially granted to a 
non-licensed general con-
tractor was rescinded, and 
the commission voted to 
take new bids with the spec-
ification that the winning 
contactor would have to 
have a general contractor li-
cense, by request of County 
Attorney Chad Floyd.
•	 Sheriff Matt Gentry was 
authorized to sign a mem-
orandum of agreement 
with WellStone Behavioral 
Health for mental health 
services for inmates at the 
Cullman County Detention 
Center. (Look for separate 
story on this item.)

•	 The commission set a 
date of Mar. 26, 2019 for a 
public hearing on a petition 
for the County to vacate 
a portion of County Road 
1614 in Berlin.
•	 The commission ap-
proved renewal of county 
inmate re-insurance with 
Unimerica Insurance Com-
pany at a cost of $77,837.76, 
a six percent increase due to 
an increase in the number 
of inmates in the detention 
center.
•	 At the request of Cull-
man County Emergen-
cy Management Agency 
(EMA) Director Phyllis Lit-
tle, the County’s contract 
with the RAVE weather 
alert system was canceled 
due to low participation 
rates by county residents.
•	 Commission Chairman 
Kenneth Walker was autho-
rized to sign a contract with 
Post Panda Productions for 
entertainment at the Me-
morial Day, Independence 
Day and Labor Day/Sweet 
Tater Festival events at 
Smith Lake Park.

•	 Replacement of a securi-
ty door by ADS at the water 
department was approved, 
in the amount of $5,984.
•	 Based on a previous 
agreement between the 
County and Wallace State 
Community College, the 
commission approved a 
payment of $6,000 to the 
school for a portion of the 
cost of sheriff ’s deputies 
who provided security for 
the 2018 Regional Basket-
ball Tournament.
•	 The commission re-
leased the bond on Hidden 
Shores subdivision and 
County Road 71, and accept-
ed road maintenance for 
that road as well as County 
Roads 2101, 2104 and 2107.
•	 Resurfacing and striping 
of County Road 1141 from 
County Road 1147 to County 
Road 1246 was approved as 
a Federal Aid Project.  The 
3.2 miles are expected to 
cost $663,000, for which the 
County is seeking a federal 
grant.
•	 The commission ac-
cepted the proposed plat 

for phase two of Stillhouse 
Point subdivision in Dis-
trict 2 off County Road 71.
•	 An existing bid for bitu-
minous plant mix asphalt 
with Good Hope Contract-
ing was extended, as was a 
bid for herbicides with Hel-
ena Chemical.
•	 The Cullman County 
Probate Office was autho-
rized to purchase a used 
full-size SUV from Bill 
Smith Buick GMC in the 
amount of $28,515.
•	 In the added agenda 
item, Genesis Roofing Com-
pany was awarded a con-
tract to re-roof the sheriff ’s 
office impound building 
and the water department 
maintenance shed.  The 
amount was not disclosed.

The next Cullman County 
Commission meeting will 
take place on Tuesday, Feb. 
12 at 10 a.m. in the com-
mission meeting room at 
the Cullman County Court-
house.  The public is wel-
come to attend.

County commission talks elevators, 
addresses mental health services for inmates
W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN – On Wednes-
day morning, the Cullman 
County Commission au-
thorized Sheriff Matt Gen-
try to sign a memorandum 
of agreement between the 
Cullman County Sheriff ’s 
Office (CCSO) and Well-
Stone Behavioral Health 
for a pilot program to pro-
vide mental health services 
to repeat inmates who may 
suffer from mental illness 
or addiction, in an effort to 
reduce rates of recidivism, 
the repeated commission of 
offenses.
	 The County Commis-
sion agreed last summer 
to support local partici-
pation in what is known 
as the Stepping Up Initia-
tive (www.cullmantribune.
com/articles/2018/06/12/
cullman-commission-pass-
es-resolution-increase-lo-
c a l - m e n t a l - h e a l t h - s e r -
vices).  With County 
support, WellStone CEO 
Chris Van Dyke applied 
for and received a $50,000 
grant, making the men-
tal health care provider 
one of a handful of compa-
nies in the state to partic-
ipate in the pilot program 
( w w w . c u l l m a n t r i b u n e .
com/articles/2018/09/10/
cullman-s-wellstone-be-
h a v i o r a l - h e a l t h - a w a r d -
ed-50k-grant-stepping-ini-
tiative). 
	 When the grants were 

awarded to WellStone and 
other providers, Alabama 
Department of Mental 
Health Commissioner Lynn 
Beshear issued this state-
ment:
	 “Today our local jails 
and hospitals - neither of 
which have it as their mis-
sion - are serving as men-
tal health providers, which 
is creating a dire situation 
that is both dangerous and 
unsustainable. 
	 "It is incumbent upon 
communities and regions to 
work together in partner-
ship to reduce the number 
of individuals with mental 
illness in jails and ERs and 
to direct these individuals 
to the appropriate care.  It 
will be a win for those indi-
viduals, a win for the com-
munity and indeed for the 
entire state and prison sys-
tem.” 
	 WellStone began plan-
ning and setting up the pro-
gram in October, with a goal 
of providing service both to 
repeat offenders at the jail 
and to recurring visitors to 
Cullman Regional’s emer-
gency room who exhibit 
signs of mental illness or 
substance abuse.  Actual 
services have begun this 
month. 
	 On Wednesday, Van 
Dyke told The Tribune, 
“We have a staff person who 
will go work with people in 
the jail who’ve been back 
multiple times, and a pre-
cipitating factor in that is 

mental illness or substance 
abuse.  She does the same 
thing with the hospital; if 
there’s somebody in the ER 
that’s been coming back 
repeatedly, and it might be 
because of mental illness or 
substance abuse, then she 
tries to figure out what ser-
vices in the community are 
needed to keep this person 
from coming back again.  
Then we’ll try to link them 
with those services, provide 
whatever services we can, 
and then measure our re-
sults over time, to see how 
many fewer trips to the ER 
and the jail people have.”
	 According to Van Dyke, 

WellStone is one of six pro-
viders in the state provid-
ing this service.  The pilot 
program was intended to 
run for one year, but he ex-
pressed the belief that it 
could become a longer-term 
project.
	 Gentry shared, “For us, 
we average three calls a day 
where somebody’s suicidal 
or homicidal, you know, and 
it’s every day for us.  We’re 
dealing with that every day. 
So mental illness is a huge 
factor for us in what we 
deal with every day at the 
sheriff ’s office, not only in 
our jail, but just out on the 
street.”

Program (from Front)

 
 
  

Increase your skills and earn higher wages

Funding provided by the USDOL, ETA, Federal WIOA. An Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. 
Auxiliary aids and services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

ON-THE-JOB TRAINING 
PROGRAM LETS YOU

EARN WHILE YOU LEARN!

Visit your local Career Center and ask about the 
On-the-Job Training Program!

JOBLINK.ALABAMA.GOV

ASBESTOS LITIGATION
           If you began working in a 

TEXTILE MILL
Cotton mill
Tire plant 
Paper mill 
Steel mill 

or any other industrial setting before 1980:
You may have a claim against the asbestos manufacturers.

Call now for your free evaluation.

1-888-432-6020
Asbestos Claims, LLC, Jubal L. Hamil Attorney at Law, ARPC7.2.(e)

“No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than 
the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

1 OUT OF 10
ELDERLY PERSONS AND ADULTS
WITH DISABILITIES ARE BEING:
Abused, Neglected or Exploited

HELP STOP THE ABUSE

Thereʼs no excuse for
ELDER ABUSE

“This project was supported by Subgrant #16-VA-VS-076 awarded by the Law Enforcement / Traffic Safety Division of
ADECA and the U.S. Department of Justice.” The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed
in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Department of Justice or grant-making component.”

IF YOU SEE IT, REPORT IT

ADULT ABUSE HOTLINE at 1-800-458-7214

If you suspect this is happening to someone you
know, please report it to Adult Protective Services
by contacting your local DHR office or calling the
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	 During pregnancy, use of the antiepileptic drug valproic acid 
has been associated with worse outcomes – including fetal loss, 
impaired growth, major congenital malformations, increased risk 
of developmental problems and autism – compared with all other 
antiepileptic drugs. A new Epilepsia study has found that when 
human placentas are exposed to valproic acid, they express lower 
levels of transporters for compounds essential for fetal growth and 

development (such as glucose and folic acid).
***

	  The commonly used painkiller diclofenac is associated with an 
increased risk of major cardiovascular events, such as heart attack 
and stroke, compared with no use, paracetamol use and use of other 
traditional painkillers, finds a study published by The BMJ this week.  

***
	 In a recent Alimentary Pharmacology ad Therapeutics study, 
arthritis patients taking nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs 
(NSAIDs) for pain plus a stomach acid-reducing medicine called 
esomeprazole (Nexium) had infrequent gastrointestinal side effects. 
Co-prescribed with esomeprazole, celecoxib (Celebrex) had better 
overall gastrointestinal safety than ibuprofen (Advil) or naproxen 
(Aleve). NSAIDs are often used to treat pain and joint inflammation 
in people with arthritis, but they can cause damage to the intestinal 
tract including ulcers and bleeding from the stomach or intestine. 
Patients who also needed to take aspirin (for preventing heart attacks 
or strokes) had only slightly more gastrointestinal problems than 

those who took only the arthritis medications.
***

Presented as a service to the community by
Hospital Discount Pharmacy.

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Keith and Hoagy Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale - Thursday 8:30 a.m. 

Protect your family today.
Call Kim for a Free Security System quote!

1 2 1 5 2 n d A v e N W C u l l m a n • L O C A L P E O P L E , L O C A L C O M P A N Y, S I N C E 1 9 7 2

256-739-0224
Cell (256) 708-4733

ktrelles@adssecurity.com

Local People, Local Company

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

COLONY - As the Colony 
Town Council met Tues-
day evening, Mayor Don-
nis Leeth showed off town 
hall’s newest decoration: a 
2019 Healthcare Champi-
on award from Morehouse 
School of Medicine in At-
lanta, given as part of its 
Healthy Communities Ini-
tiative.  
	 Colony received the 
award for its development 
of a community garden, de-
signed to provide residents 
with healthy foods, as well 
as fresh air and exercise 
for those who come to help 
tend the town’s collection of 
raised garden beds.
	 Leeth, who traveled 
to Atlanta last week to re-
ceive the award, told The 
Tribune, “They presented 
about 10 of them.  Mine was 
for the community garden. 
	 So, when we went and 
did that award, we had to do 
a speech talking about how 
important this was to your 
community, how important 
it was to you, to be present-
ed something like this, you 
know, from a college.
	 “I told them it’s an 
outstanding day for me, 
because it made me feel 
good.  I told them I love all 
of them. Without them and 

God, this wouldn’t have 
happened.  I said I just love 
them to death, you know, 
and thanked them for what 
they do for people.”
	 On Monday of this week, 
Colony kicked off its com-
munity garden project by 
hosting a planting day, as 
kids from the community 
and around the Cullman 
area came together to plant 
seeds in flower pots, in 
preparation for transfer to 
the garden beds later on.  
	 The community gar-
den's produce will include 
tomatoes, okra, squash, 
cucumbers, collard greens, 
cabbage, turnip greens and 
peppers, and it will include 
a handicapped-accessible 
bed that can accommodate 
gardeners with canes, walk-
ers or wheelchairs.

Community food pantry 
seeking clients and vol-
unteers
Town Clerk Patricia Pon-
der reported that Colony’s 
Carpenter’s Cabinet food 
pantry has an opportunity 
to purchase large amounts 
of food at deep discounts, in 
addition to the regular deals 
it gets at the North Alabama 
Food Bank, through a USDA 
program. 
	 The problem is that 
minimum purchase re-
quirements will give the 

town more food than it can 
distribute to its current cli-
ents.
	 So, as Colony looks into 
the program, it is seeking 
more clients.  Expanding 
service will also require 
more volunteers. Anyone 
interested in helping out or 
applying for services from 
the pantry can contact Pon-
der at Colony Town Hall at 
256-287-1192.

The Colony Town Council 
meets on the second and 
fourth Tuesdays of each 
month, at 6 p.m. at Colony 
Town Hall, with work ses-
sion at 5:30.  The public is 
invited to attend.

Colony recognized by Morehouse School 
of Medicine for community garden
Community food pantry seeking clients

Cold Springs, Vinemont 
High Schools receive 
$50K grants from CCCDC
CULLMAN - The Cullman 
County Community De-
velopment Commission 
(CCCDC) awarded Cold 
Springs and Vinemont High 
Schools $50,000 each at its 
monthly meeting Tuesday 
night. Cold Springs will use 
the funds for its library, 
while Vinemont will get a 
new HVAC system for its 
gymnasium. 

Here’s the full list of 
grants awarded this 
month:
•	 Cold Springs High 
School, library furni-
ture and covered awning, 
$50,000
•	 Vinemont High School, 
HVAC system for school 
gymnasium, $50,000
•	 City of Good Hope, sew-
er upgrade matching grant, 
$12,000
•	 Cullman PALS, boom 
trailer- solid waste officer, 
$12,000
•	 Life Long Learning, 
youth and adult literacy, 

$6,000
•	 Hanceville Middle 
School, 30 Dell Chrome-
books, charging station cart 
and headphones, $11,247.07
•	 Harmony School, Reci-
pe for Reading trade books, 
$12,000
•	 Holly Pond Elementa-
ry School, cart of Chrome-
books for library, $8,000
•	 Joppa Volunteer Fire 
Department, five units of 
turn-out gear, $12,000
•	 Good Hope Middle 
School, three iPad Pros, 
keyboards and Apple pen-
cils, $3,651
•	 Cullman County Child 
Development Center, play-
ground renovation, $12,000
CCCDC board members are 
appointed by the Cullman 
area’s state legislative dele-
gation.

CCCDC members are:
•	 Cherrie Haney - ap-
pointed by Sen. Garlan 
Gudger, R-Cullman
•	 Joe Golden - appoint-
ed by Rep. Randall Shedd, 
R-Fairview
•	 Bradley Williams - ap-

pointed by Rep. Corey Har-
bison, R- Good Hope
•	 Josh Speakman - ap-
pointed by Rep. Scott Stad-
thagen, R-Hartselle
•	 Champ Crocker, chair-
man - appointed by the leg-
islative delegation

Funding for CCCDC grants 
comes from taxes-  Tennes-
see Valley Authority (TVA) 
in lieu of taxes and beer tax-
es.
	 Grants are capped at 
$12,000 and are not issued 
for more than that amount 
except under extraordinary 
circumstances, which must 
be approved by the legisla-
tors.
	 The $50,000 grant 
awarded tonight to Cold 
Springs High School falls 
under that category.

	 The CCCDC strives to 
maintain a $100,000 re-
serve fund, as advised by the 
legislators.
To learn more or to submit 
a grant application, vis-
it http://co.cullman.al.us/
cccdc/cccdc.html.

Colony Mayor Donnis 
Leeth displays the 
award presented to 
Colony by Morehouse 
School of Medicine 
for the development 
of the town’s 
community garden. 

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com
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in L O V E
with Citizens Bank & Trust
F A L L

LOCAL CONTROL   
LOCAL OWNERSHIP 
LOCAL DECISIONS

223 2nd Ave SE | Cullman 
256-941-4600 
citizensbanktrust.com 
 

MEET DJ MAXWELL
TRUCK SPECIALIST

Come by and see me 
because I’m positive 
we can help get you 

in the right vehicle for 
you or your family.  I am 
available at any time, so 
please feel free to call or 
text me at 256-595-0169. 

I am here for you!

DJ has worked in the automotive industry for 
almost two decades and has been with Tony 

Serra Nissan since 2012 serving as a Sales 
Consultant / Truck Specialist. “Working with 

other sales consultants, we are able to provide 
the best service, whether it’s a new car or 

a pre-owned from our new Used Car Super 
Center, at Tony Serra Nissan we are making 

for a pleasant experience with friends.”

DJ, left, with his wife Christa, enjoying some 
down time during the recent holiday season

Come by, meet DJ and let him help you find 
the right fit for you! 

1724 Cherokee Ave SW, Cullman, AL
TonySerraNissanCullman.com | 256-676-2435

DJ Maxwell is a 4x Award Winner of Excellence

2015, 2016, 2017 & 2018

HANCEVILLE – Wallace 
State Chef John Wilson has 
been named the 2018 Chef 
of the Year by the Alabama 
Chapter of the American 
Culinary Federation (ACF). 
	 Wilson has worked in 
the culinary industry for 35 
years and has served as the 
program head of Wallace 
State’s Academy of Culinary 
Arts program for five years. 
	 The Birmingham Chap-
ter of the ACF annually rec-
ognizes a top student, chef, 
educator and apprentice 
within its organization.
	 “It was a complete sur-
prise and an award most 
people never win in their 
lives. It’s hard to get, so I 
feel very lucky to have won,” 
Wilson said. “I was honored 
that many of our students 
were in attendance at the 

awards ceremony, and 
they’re the inspiration to do 
what I do on a daily basis.”
	 Wilson, a Boston na-
tive, has worked as a chef 
in Alabama for 15 years, 
including his time at Wal-
lace State. Under his di-
rection, the Wallace State 
program serves lunch to 
the public and campus each 
Wednesday during the fall 
and spring semesters and 
provides meals for special 
occasions on campus and 
throughout the community. 
	 Additionally, the pro-
gram is a year removed 
from having graduate Di-
ane Wood recognized as the 
ACF Student of the Year 
and Byre Forbes earn a gold 
medal at the state Skills/
USA competition and a sil-
ver medal at the national 
competition. 
	 “We’re trying to grow 
this program more and 

more. It’s gratifying know-
ing the successes we’ve 
been having,” Wilson said. 
	 For more informa-
tion about Wallace State’s 
Academy of Culinary Arts 
program, visit www.wal-
lacestate.edu/programs/
t e c h n i c a l - d i v i s i o n /c u l i -
nary-arts
	 For more information 
about Wallace State, visit 
www.wallacestate.edu.

Russell Moore
WSCC

Wallace State’s John Wilson named Chef of the Year 
by Alabama Chapter of American Culinary Federation

Blended - Salesperson Prelicense 
$445 

60 CREDIT HOURS 

Classes Start: January 14th, 2019 

Location: NextHome Limitless Realty 
 204 9th Street, SW  
Cullman, AL 35055 

Days: Monday & Thursday 

Time: 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Questions? or To Register 
Donnis Palmer — 800.481.3116 
Stacey Smith — 256.339.1155  

Email: info@CareerAcademyOfRealEstate.com 
Email: Stacey@NextHomeLimitlessRealty.com 

Course Summary:  Blended learning combines the best of online learn-
ing with traditional teaching to provide the best of all possible training.  
Classes meet twice a week for 4 weeks while completing the online 
courses.    

Serving Cullman, Valley—North Alabama,  
Greater Alabama—Birmingham & Walker—Smith Lake MLS 

 

Blended - Salesperson Prelicense 
$445 

 
60 CREDIT HOURS 

 
 Classes Start: January 14th, 2019 
 
 Location: NextHome Limitless Realty  
         204 9th Street, SW 
         Cullman, AL 35055 
 
  Days: Monday & Thursday 
 
  Time: 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

 
Questions? or To Register 

  Donnis Palmer — 800.481.3116  
  Stacey Smith — 256.339.1155  

Email: info@CareerAcademyOfRealEstate.com 
Email: Stacey@NextHomeLimitlessRealty.com 

 
Course Summary:  Blended learning combines the best of online learn-
ing with traditional teaching to provide the best of all possible training.  
Classes meet twice a week for 4 weeks while completing the online 
courses.    

Serving Cullman, Valley—North Alabama,  
Greater Alabama—Birmingham & Walker—Smith Lake MLS 

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
 

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

Wallace State 
Chef John Wilson

WSCC
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CELEBRATING 

111 
YEARS OF 

WAY
 BETTER
 BANKING.

Thanks for your loyalty to us  
through the years!

1907-2018

EQUAL HOUSING

LENDER

1  1  1 
FOCUS

To have the 
utmost integrity 

in all dealings with 
our customers 

and community

MISSION
To provide a  

level of service 
that exceeds  

your  
expectations

PROMISE
Doing the right 
thing, not the 

easy thing,  
is still our 

business model

Kim's 
Parkside 

Catfish
SUN.  7-2 ;  MON.  6-2 ;  TUES.  WEDS.  THURS.  6-8 ;  FRI .  SAT.  6-9

13610  AL HWY 69 N |  BAILEYTON,  AL 35019  |  256-796-4288

B R E A K F A S T  -  C A T F I S H  -  C H I C K E N  L I V E R S
$5.99 DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS

KIM THOMAS
OWNER

HANCEVILLE – The 
Cullman County Basketball 
Tournament resumed play 
Tuesday afternoon and 
by the end of the night, 
three more teams were 
knocked out of contention. 
West Point knocked off 
Hanceville in convincing 
fashion to advance to the 
JV boys’ title game, the 
Lady Bulldogs of Hanceville 
knocked off Good Hope to 
advance to the semi-finals 
and in the varsity boys’ 
bracket, West Point fought 
off a Cold Springs comeback 
to advance to the semi-
finals as well. 

West Point 61 – Hanceville 
24 ( junior varsity boys)
The Warriors opened the 
game with an 8-0 run and 
held the Bulldogs scoreless 
until the 3:00 mark of the 
first quarter. West Point 
continued to pour it in on 
the offensive end and led 
things 20-7 at the end of the 
first. 
	 The Warriors continued 
to fill it up from 3-point 
range early in the second 
quarter, starting the period 
with a 10-0 run to stretch 
the lead to 30-7. A transition 
layup from Brannon Bright 
made it 41-14 West Point 
with just over a minute to 
play in the half. Branson 
Smith knocked down the 
Warriors’ ninth 3-pointer of 
the first half just before the 
buzzer to put West Point 
on top 44-14 going into the 
break. Logan Selby led the 
Warriors with 19 points in 
the first half. 
	 The Bulldogs had 
struggled all night on the 
offensive end and couldn’t 
get anything going in 
the final period either. 
Hanceville was held to just 
three points in the fourth 
quarter as the Warriors 
pulled away to win it 61-24. 
	 Selby led West Point 
with 19 points, Mason Walls 
followed him with 12 and 
Elvis Arroyo finished with 
nine. For the Bulldogs, 
Izayah Glenon led the way 
with nine points, followed 
by Dawson McRae with five. 
	 West Point will face (5) 
Vinemont Saturday at 4 
p.m. in the junior varsity 
boys’ championship game. 

Hanceville 62 – Good 
Hope 36 (varsity girls)

The Lady Bulldogs of 
Hanceville took the drama 
out of Tuesday night’s 
second matchup almost 
immediately. Hanceville 
jumped out to a 22-3 lead 
on the Lady Raiders after 
the first quarter with 11 of 
those points coming from 
Kelly Pickett. 
	 The Lady Bulldogs made 
it 27-3 early in the second 
quarter and stretched the 
lead out to 31-5 by the 
midway point of the period. 
Desiree Odachowski nailed 
a 3-pointer at the top of the 
key to cut the lead down 
to 31-8 but Hanceville still 
held a daunting 35-9 lead at 
the halftime break. Pickett 
doubled up Good Hope 
herself with 18 points in the 
first half. 
	 The Lady Raiders were 
able to shave the lead down 
to 40-20 late in the third 
quarter but two free throws 
from Pickett put the Lady 
Bulldogs in front 42-20 
going into the final frame. 
Hanceville got off to a slow 
start in the fourth but a 
basket from Malia Howell 
midway through the period 
put the Lady Bulldogs ahead 
50-26 and put the game out 
of reach for Good Hope. 
Hanceville held on to win it 
62-36. 
	 Pickett led Hanceville 
with 27 points in the 
win, followed by Kierra 
Merriweather with 13 and 
Howell with 10. For the Lady 
Raiders, Savanna Derrick 
led the way with 18 points, 
followed by Odachowski 
with nine. 
	 Hanceville advanced to 
take on (2) Fairview in the 
semi-final round Thursday 
night at 7:30. 

West Point 45 – Cold 
Springs 42 (varsity boys)
In Tuesday night’s final 
showdown, (3) West Point 
took on (6) Cold Springs 
for a chance to advance to a 
semi-final matchup against 
the winner of Wednesday 
night’s game between 
(2) Hanceville and (7) 
Vinemont. 
	 Neither team got off 
to a fast start offensively 
and the score was locked 
at five midway through 
the opening quarter until 
the Warriors reeled off 10 
straight points to go up 15-5 
late in the frame.
	 The Eagles were able to 
add one more basket in the 
quarter to cut the lead to 

15-7 going into the second. 
	 Two free throws from 
Kolton Sapp stretched the 
West Point lead to 19-7 
midway through the second 
quarter and Sapp added a 
three-pointer at the buzzer 
to give the Warriors a 26-12 
lead at the halftime break. 
Sapp led all scorers with 14 
at the half. 
	 Freeman knocked down 
two free throws with a little 
over four minutes to play 
in the fourth quarter to 
trim the lead to 37-36. The 
Eagles took their first lead 
since the start of the game 
40-39 after Mason Harris 
converted an and-one play 
with just over a minute 
to play but Tyler White 
responded with a basket 
on the other end to put the 
Warriors back in front 41-
40.
	 Cold Springs got the lead 
back 42-41 after Freeman 
generated a steal and hit 
two free throws with less 
than 30 seconds to play. 
Tyler Thompson then went 
to the free throw line for 
West Point with 10 seconds 
to play and made both to 
put the Warriors back in 
front 43-42.
	 Cold Springs turned the 
ball over on their ensuing 
possession and Sapp went 
to the free throw line with 
seven seconds remaining. 
Sapp nailed both from the 
charity stripe and West 
Point led by three with just 
a few seconds to play. The 
Eagles got one more look at 
a three-pointer to tie it but 
couldn’t get it to fall and the 
Warriors held on to win it 
45-42. 
	 Sapp led the Warriors 
with 18 points, followed by 
Thompson with nine points 
and Jones with six. For 
Cold Springs, Freeman led 
the way with 21 points and 
Harris finished behind him 
with eight. 
	 West Point will be back 
on the floor Friday night 
at 7:30 to face the winner 
of (2) Hanceville v. (7) 
Vinemont for a chance to 
play in this year’s varsity 
boys’ championship game. 

Wednesday night’s 
Cullman County Basketball 
Tournament matchups 
were not completed by press 
time. Make sure to visit 
w w w .C u l l m a n T r i b u n e .
com for full stories 
on Wednesday night’s 
tournament action. 

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN COUNTY BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Warriors advance to JV 
championship; Lady Bulldogs, 
Warriors on to semi-finals

Hanceville's Malia Howell (13) sprints past a pair 
of Good Hope defenders in the Lady Bulldogs' 62-
36 win over the Lady Raiders Tuesday night.

BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Funeral service for Linwood Gary Williams, 
72, of Hanceville will be held 11 a.m. Friday, 

Jan. 25, 2019 at the Hanceville Funeral 
Home chapel with Reverends Bill Leonard 

and Brandon Striplin officiating. Interment 
will follow at Livingston Chapel Cemetery in 
Crane Hill. His family will receive friends at 

the funeral home Thursday evening beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. The son of the late Carlton and 

Laura Hancock Williams was born in Cullman 
on June 6, 1946 and he entered his eternal rest 
on Jan. 21, 2019 in Birmingham, Alabama. He 
was a member of Ryan’s Creek Baptist Church  

and enjoyed fishing and playing golf. He is 
survived by sons; Jason (Karen) Williams 
and Keith (Kim) Williams. Grandchildren 

Lindsey (Micah) Lamb, Jonathan, Madison 
and Colton Williams. Also surviving are a 

brother, Hilton Williams and a sister, Patricia 
Baker. He was preceded in death by brothers, 

Harold and Jerry Wayne Williams. Hanceville 
Funeral Home is serving the family.

Funeral Services for Jean Sorrell Harbison, 
85, of Bremen will be at 1 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
25, 2019 at Ryan’s Creek Baptist Church with 

Reverend Timothy Davis officiating. Burial 
will follow in the adjoining cemetery. Family 
will receive friends at the church beginning 
at 11 a.m. She was preceded in death by her 

parents, Marvin V. and Kathleen Casey Sorrell; 
her brother, Kenneth Sorrell and his first wife, 

Betty Chapman Sorrell.  She is survived by 
her husband of 67 years Lowell Harbison, 5 

nephews, 2 sisters-in-law and her beloved pets. 
Mrs. Harbison was a Civil Servant beginning 

her career at Ft. Benning, Georgia while Lowell 
was fulfilling his military obligation. Upon his 

completion they moved to Birmingham and 
she continued employment with  HQ Fourth 
U.S. Army Reserve Command and later with 

HQ 121st U.S. Army Reserve Command where 
she retired with 36 years of service.  She was 
presented the Commander’s Certificate for 
Meritorious Service with Ribbon. She and 

her husband were long time members of 
Fairfield Highlands Baptist Church, Midfield, 

Alabama; Bethany Baptist Church, Crane 
Hill, Alabama and charter members of Smith 
Lake Baptist church in Crane Hill. Hanceville 

Funeral Home is serving the family.

Funeral services for Mrs. Charlotte June 
Keese Nelson, 79, of Cullman are Thursday, 
Jan. 24, 2019 at 2 p.m. at Northbrook Baptist 
Church, Rev. Wade Maynard officiating, with 
interment in Oak Level Cemetery.  The family 

will receive friends on Wednesday from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m. at Cullman Funeral Home and 
Thursday from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the church. 

Cullman Funeral Home directing. Mrs. Nelson 
passed away on Monday morning Jan. 21.  She 
was a lifelong resident of Cullman, Alabama.  
June was active in the community and at her 

church.  She was very well loved by a multitude 
of family and friends. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, Herman and Lillian 

Keese; brother, George Keese; sister, Donna 
Keese Calvert; husbands, Bobby Latham and 
John Nelson and son, Stanley Latham. She is 

survived by daughters, Anita Latham (Robert) 
Crumbley and Amy Nelson Turnbow; son, Ray 
(Heidi) Ayers; sister, Mary Nell (Sam) Johns; 

grandchildren, Raylyn (Jaliegha) Ayers, Allison 
Crumbley, Jenson Ayers, Will Crumbley, 

Timothy Turnbow, Matthew (Melody) Turnbow 
and Victoria Turnbow; great grandchild, 

Paisley Ayers and a host of nieces, nephews, 
other family and friends. In lieu of flowers, the 

family requests gifts be given to Northbrook 
Baptist Church’s Ministry, The Caring Center.

Graveside services for Mr. Bobby D. Pruett, 
64, of Cullman are 2 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 24 
at Lawrence Chapel Cemetery.  Visitation on 

Thursday from 11:30 to 1:30 at Cullman Funeral 
Home.  Mr. Pruett passed away on Jan. 22, 

2019. He was born March 23, 1954 to Edward 
Delone “Fritz” Pruett and Ethel Ruth Walker 

Pruett. He is survived by his son, Joseph 
(Amanda) Pruett; daughter, Catie (Blake) 

Flynt; brothers, Bill (Vickie) Pruett and Mike 
(Marion) Pruett and grandchildren, Konner 

Henley, Jayden Henley and Lincoln Flynt.

Funeral Services for Pat Bailey Hesterley, 
of Cullman, will be at 11 a.m., Thursday, Jan. 

24, 2019, at Fairview Methodist Church, 
Richard Saylor officiating, with burial in the 
church cemetery. There will be a viewing the 

day before on Jan. 23 at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home from 6:30-8 p.m.  Mrs. Hesterley 

died Saturday night on Jan. 19 at Cullman 
Regional Medical Center. She was born on 

Aug. 14, 1930, to Chiquita and James Curtis Sr. 
Bailey. She was an active member of Fairview 

Methodist Church and was a secretary at 
Walker`s Discount Building Supply for many 

years.She is preceded in death by her parents; 
her husband, L.D. Hesterley, Jr.; three sisters, 

Elsie Holcomb, Montee Holcomb, and Sara 
Beth Bailey; and her brother, Jake Bailey. 

Survivors include her son, Reggie Hesterley; 
three daughters, Shelia (Mike) Walker, Anna 

Hesterley Brock, Rena (Jim) DeCosta; brother, 
Darrell Bailey; four grandchildren, Misty 

(Jeremy) Carter, Rusty (Nell) Walker, Brandi 
(Brian) Steorts, Jody DeCosta; nine great 

grandchildren; and a host of family and friends. 
In lieu of flowers, the family has asked for 

donations be made to her longtime passion, the 
ladies group at Fairview Methodist Church

On Jan. 19, 2019, Fannie Belle Scott 
passed away at the age of 85 years. Fannie 

is survived by one sister, Martha Nell 
Wildman, and numerous nieces and nephews. 

She was predeceased by her mother and 
father, Elizabeth and Calvin Scott and her 
brothers: Donald, Roland, Durrell, Auben, 

Bennie, Clyde, and Ferrell. Memorial 
services will be held at a later date.  Those 

who desire may make donations in memory 
of Fannie to Hospice of West Alabama, 

3851 Loop Road, Tuscaloosa, AL 35404.

James Keener Walker, age 85, went to be with 
the Lord on Jan. 22, 2019. He was born on Sept. 

26, 1933, in Altoona, Alabama.  Visitation will 
be Friday, Jan. 25, 2019, at Cullman Heritage 

Funeral Home, Cullman, AL, from 6-8 p.m. 
The funeral will be Saturday, January 26, 
2019, at St. John’s Evangelical Protestant 
Church, Cullman, Alabama. He will lie in 

state 12-1 p.m., and the funeral will begin at 
1 p.m. The Rev. Bob Kurtz, Rev. John Richer, 

and Rev. Steve Wood will officiate. Burial will 
be in Cullman City Cemetery with Dr. Keith 

Langner officiating. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Terry and Dora Walker. He 

is survived by his wife Cindy Jones Walker; 
children, Jefferson A. Walker, Tuscaloosa, 

AL, and Jennifer (Leon) Manning, McShan, 
AL; grandchildren Alex, Nathan and Rachel 
Walker and Trey, Maria and Luke Manning; 

sister Charlotte (Frank) Langner; and stepson, 
Jeff (Carolyn) Brown of Rogers, Arkansas. Mr. 

Walker lived a life pointing people to Jesus 
Christ through his music. He served as Minister 

of Music in many churches throughout his 
adult life and was the founder of the Music 
Department of Wallace State Community 

College where he taught several courses and 
directed the Wallace State Community College 

Singers for 25 years. Mr. Walker retired from 
WSCC in 1992, however, he continued to serve 
as Minister of Music for St. John’s Evangelical 
Protestant Church until 2010. In 2014, he was 

named Minister Emeritus.  Jim was active 
in the Cullman community where he served 
faithfully on the Cullman Regional Hospice 

Board, Department of Health Resources Board, 
and Cullman Lion’s Club where he held many 

leadership positions at both the local and state 
level. Mr. Walker’s commitment to serving 
others is evidenced through his receipt of 

numerous awards and recognitions, including: 
an award from the Cullman Lions Club for 

his dedication and commitment to Inspiring 
young ladies in Higher Education and Talent 

through his work with the Cullman County 
Fair Pageant and The Melvin Jones Fellow for 

dedicated humanitarian services from Lions 
Club International Foundation. Mr. Walker’s 

influence on the lives of musicians, church and 
community members was tremendous. His 

Christmas programs The Living Christmas Tree 
at FBC Cullman and Gloria in White with the 

St. John’s Choir were unmatched. Recently, 
he was awarded the CMA Music Teacher of 

Excellence Award. Mr. Walker was a graduate 
of Emma Sansom High School, Gadsden, AL, 
Howard College, Birmingham, AL, and New 

Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary. Jim was 
a wonderful husband, father, and Granddaddy 
to his six grandchildren. Mr. Walker enjoyed 

cheering on the Alabama Crimson Tide, 
boating, and playing golf in his spare time. The 

family would like to express heartfelt thanks 
to Dr. Adam Harrison and the staff of Cullman 

Regional Hospice. In lieu of flowers, memorials 
may be made to The Wallace State Future 

Foundation Jim Walker Scholarship Fund at 
Wallace State Community College, Hanceville, 

Alabama or to your local church music program.

Funeral Service for Asa C. Hartwig, age 79, 
of Cullman, will be at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Jan. 

26, 2019, at St. Paul's Lutheran Church with 
Pastor Christopher Clark officiating; interment 

in Cullman City Cemetery. Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 

Mr. Hartwig passed away on Jan. 22, 2019. He 
was born Jan. 17, 1940, to Minnie and George 

T. Hartwig, Sr. He is preceded in death by 
his parents; brother, Bill Hartwig; and sister, 

Henrietta Hartwig. Survivors include his 
wife, Frances C. Hartwig; daughters, Betsy 

(Eric) Wakeman, Amy (Ben) Snipes, and 
Elizabeth "Scottie" (Randy) Thomas; sons, 

Bryan (Michelle) Cain and Greg (Cindy) Cain; 
brother, George T. (Sharon) Hartwig, Jr.; 

grandchildren, Matthew and Sarah Wakeman, 
Abigail and Eli Haley, Christopher Cain, 

Amanda Robinson, Grace Williams, Hope Cain; 
great-grandsons, Wilder and Sawyer Cain; and 
a host of nieces, nephews, family, and friends. 

Visitation will be from 6-8 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 
25, 2019 at Cullman Heritage Funeral Home.

Mildred L. Duke of Cullman passed away 
on Jan. 21, 2019 at the age of 75. She was 

born April 11, 1943 to John and Tennis 
Haynes Guthrie. She is preceded in death by 

her parents, husband Fred Duke, daughter 
Sandy Shikle, son Shannon Duke.  Funeral 

services are Friday, Jan. 25, 2019 at 2 p.m. at 
Antioch Baptist Church in Bremen with Rev. 

Tommy Graves officiating. Interment will 
follow services in the adjoining cemetery.  
Survivors are: daughter Tonia (Michael) 
Sanford, son Jack (Barbara) Duke, sister 

Addie McGill, grandchildren Selina Stricklin, 
Ryan Duke, Haley Eatmon, Kaleb Sanford, 

great grandchildren Keegan and Mason 
Stricklin.  Visitation is Friday from 12 p.m. 

until 2 p.m. at the church.  Moss-Service 
Funeral Home is serving the family.

Jack Edward Thomas, 80, of Holly Pond, 
passed away on Monday, Jan. 21, 2019. 

He was born to William and Mabel Smith 
Thomas on Feb. 15, 1938. Jack is preceded 
in death by his parents, William and Mabel 

Smith Thomas. Survivors include his beloved 
wife, Reatha Fisher Thomas; daughters, 
Shelly (Chris) Kelley, Christy Hallmark, 

Jacqueline (Clark) Jones, Rebecca (Aaron) 
Smith; estranged daughter, Sharon Gifford; 
brother, Adam Thomas; sisters, June Hess, 

Nancy Shazer; nine grandchildren; and eight 
great-grandchildren. Holly Pond Funeral 

Home is honored to serve the Thomas 
family. Service details not yet available.

Funeral Service for Sonja Josephine Burke, 
age 80, of Cullman, will be at 2 p.m. on Friday, 

Jan. 25, 2019, at Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home with Rev. Ray Lathem officiating; 

interment in Cullman Heritage Cemetery.  
Cullman Heritage Funeral Home is in charge 

of arrangements. Sonja Josephine Burke, Mrs. 
B., aka Big Mama, passed away on Monday 
Jan. 21, 2019. She was born in Samantha, 

Alabama, to Laura and Gorman Lunceford on 
Feb. 11, 1938. She was preceded in death by 

her parents, one brother, and devoted husband 
of 58 years, Robert Burke, Jr.  Sonja loved 
to travel, taking as many of her family with 

her as she could. Some of her favorite things 
included spoiling her eight grandchildren that 

affectionately called her Big Mama; visiting 
her sister in Colorado; elephants; rocks; and 

sunsets. She loved her customers and the many 
friends that visited the flower shop, and she 
always made sure they left with a rose. She 

loved being with family and enjoyed a full life. 
She worked at Cullman Medical Center as an 

x-ray technician, ultrasound sonographer, 
and worked in nuclear medicine. In 1983 she 

retired from the medical field to follow her 
dream of opening Burke's Florist, where she 
set a loving example of giving, faith and hard 

work.  She leaves a huge hole in the heart 
of those that loved her and will be greatly 

missed by her three children,Bob Burke, April 
(Eugene) Kimbril, and Jo (Greg) Keeton; sister, 

Lana (Donnie) Lunceford; grandchildren, 
Matthew Kimbril, Kevin (Jessica) Kimbril, 

Blake Kimbril, Rachel Keeton, Luke Keeton, 
Noah Keeton, Brian (Katie) Keeton, and Clint 
(Rosanna) Keeton; five great-grandchildren; 

and her special flower shop delivery dog, Rufus.
 Visitation will be from 6-8 p.m. on 

Thursday, Jan. 24, 2019, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home.

Betty Bryan McFarland passed away on 
Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019, at Summerford 

Nursing Home. She was born Oct. 27, 1930, 
to Crawford Jackson and Laura B. Bryan. 
She is preceded in death by her husband, 

Robert Arthur McFarland; parents, Crawford 
Jackson and Laura B Bryan; son, Robert 

Michael McFarland; daughter, Laura Ann 
McFarland Monroe; and brother, Joe Bryan.

 Survivors include her daughters, Kathy Smith 
and Mary Kate (Dan) McGuire; grandchildren, 

Lt. Colonel Robert John (Stacey) McFarland, 
Cheri McFarland (Eric) Teer, Jennifer Monroe 

(John) Gerstman, Kim Monroe (Brandon) 
Brewer, Patrick J. (Audra) Smith, C. Todd 

(Kristen) Smith, and Gabrielle C. McGuire; 
great-grandchildren, Airman 1st Class 

Robert Austin (Krista) McFarland, Brittany 
A. McFarland, Carson Michael McFarland, 
Tristan E. Teer, Kaeli J. Gerstman, Kristen 
T. Gerstman, Kaden W. Gerstman, Karly M. 
Agee, Easton M. Agee, Beckham R. Brewer, 

Barrett R. Brewer, Claire M. Smith, and Ella 
K. Smith; and a host of nieces, family, and 

friends. The family would like to give a special 
thanks to the staff and friends of Sunrise 

Ridge Assisted Living in Trussville and to the 
Summerford Nursing Home in Falkville.

Funeral services for Helen L. Mikeal, 74, 
of Hanceville are Friday, Jan. 25 at 1 p.m. at 
Cullman Funeral Home, Bro. Paul Campbell 

officiating, with interment in Ellenburg 
Cemetery.  Visitation on Thursday from 6-8 
p.m. Cullman Funeral Home directing. Mrs. 

Mikeal passed away on Tuesday, Jan. 22, 2019. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
John Guthrie and Tennis Haynes Guthrie; 

grandson, Christopher Ballenger; brothers, 
John Guthrie and Nolan Guthrie and sisters, 

Sabra Freeman, Mildred Duke and Coralee 
Williams. She is survived by her husband, 

Ricky Mikeal; daughters, Melissa (Steven) 
Gaines and Lesley (Ricky Erdman) Mikeal; 

sister, Olean McGill and grandchildren, 
Austin Gaines, Sofia Gaines, Ashlynn Gaines, 

William Ballenger and Misty Ballenger.

Funeral services for Mrs. Helen Marie 
Forstmann Davenport, 90, of Cullman are 
Saturday, Jan. 26, 2019 at 1 p.m. at Seventh 

Street Baptist Church, Rev. Bill Ellis and Rev. 
Eric Martin officiating, with interment in 

Cullman City Cemetery.  Visitation on Friday 
from 6-8 p.m. and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. at the church. Cullman Funeral Home 
directing. Mrs. Davenport went home to be 
with her Lord and Savior on Friday, Jan. 18, 

2019.  She was born Dec. 8, 1928 in Richmond, 
Virginia to Marie Teresa Metzger Forstmann. 

She was preceded in death by  her mother; 
three brothers, Bernard L. Forstmann, Charles 

L. Forstmann and Joseph E. Forstmann; 
four sisters, Rosalie F. Ayers, Agnes F. Sands, 

Madeline F. Surles and Estelle Forstmann; 
her daughter, Barbara D. (John W. III) Ellis; 
her grandson, Richard David Collier and her 

great grandson, Matthew Ryan Ray. Mrs. 
Davenport is survived by her loving husband of 

71 years, James Conard Davenport; daughter, 
Carol (Lonnie) Collier Jr.; granddaughter, 

Julie (Michael) Ray; two grandsons, Rev. Bill 
(Angela) Ellis and Lonnie W. Collier III; great 

granddaughter, Emma Marie Ray; and two great 
grandsons, Jordan W. Ray and Will C. Ellis. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made 
to the Gideons International, Seventh Street 
Baptist Church or the charity of your choice.

Mary Evelyn Calvert of Cullman passed away 
Jan. 22, 2019 at the age of 87. She was born 

Oct. 16, 1931 to Thomas and Avis Middlebrooks 
Massey.  Mrs. Calvert worked at Americold 

for many years. Mrs. Calvert lived in Morgan 
County prior to moving to Cullman.  She is 

preceded in death by a sister Margaret Eddy, 
brothers Thomas and Arthur Massey.  Funeral 

services are Saturday, Jan. 26, 2019 at 2 p.m. 
at Moss Funeral Home Chapel with Rev. 

Charles Smith officiating. Interment will 
follow in New Hope #1 Cemetery.  Survivors 
are: sons Charles Robinson, Jeff Robinson, 

sister Movlyn Roberson, brother Gerald 
Massey, grandchildren Shelly and Maria 
Robinson, Riley Harris, great grandchild 

Holter Harris.  Visitation is Friday at Moss 
Service Funeral Home from 5:30-8 p.m.

Melvin Glenn Nickelson of Falkville, Alabama 
passed away Monday, Jan. 21, 2019 at his 
residence. He was born Dec.  30, 1942 to 

Luther and Massie Mae Sparks Nickelson. Mr. 
Nickelson is preceded in death by his parents, 

wife, brother and one son.  A celebration of 
Mr. Nickelson's life will be Saturday, Jan. 26, 
2019 in Moss Service Funeral Home's Chapel 
at 11 a.m. with visitation beginning at 10 a.m. 

Interment will follow at Andrews Chapel 
Cemetery in Danville, Alabama.  Mr. Nickelson 

is survived by four daughters: Amanda 
Keenum, Frankie Jo (Danny) Whitworth, Lori 
Massey, Christy (Anthony Chaney) Nickelson; 

one son, Norman (Rebecca) Nickelson; 
sixteen grandchildren and twenty-four great 

grandchildren.  To leave condolences for 
the family, visit www.mossservicefh.com. 

Moss Service Funeral Home directing.

Obituary Announcements: Jan. 18 - 26
presented by

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman 
Funeral Home

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	
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CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

LEADING SMART home 
provider Vivint Smart 
Home has an offer just for 
you. Call 1-877-220-8817 
to get a professionally in-
stalled home security sys-
tem with $0 activation.

WANT YOUR ad to be 
seen in 120 newspapers 
statewide? Place your ad 
in our Classified Network 
for just $210 per week! 
Make one call to this 
newspaper (a participat-
ing ALA-SCAN member) 
or call 1-800-264-7043 to 
find out how easy it is to 
advertise statewide!

INSURANCE
AUTO INSURANCE 
Starting at $49/month! 
Call for your Free rate 
comparison to see how 
much you can save! Call: 
1-855-408-7970.

LOWEST PRICES on 
Health Insurance. We 
have the best rates from 
top companies! See how 
much you can save, Call 
Now! 1-844-335-8693.

HEALTH/
BEAUTY

A PLACE For Mom has 
helped over a million 
families find senior liv-
ing. Our trusted, local ad-
visors help find solutions 
to your unique needs at 
no cost to you. Call 1-855-
398-9908.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
and Cialis Users! A cheap-
er alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill 
Special- $99 + Free Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 
Call Now: 1-855-382-4115.

HAVE A CPAP machine 
for Sleep Apnea? Get re-
placement FDA approved 
CPAP machine parts and 
supplies at little or no 
cost! Free sleep guide in-
cluded! 1-855-667-6541 
(Mon.-Fri.)

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 

Anywhere. No tanks to 
refill. No deliveries. The 
all-new Inogen One G4 
is only 2.8 pounds! FAA 
approved! Free info kit: 
1-844-264-9500.

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

DONATE YOUR Car to 
Charity. Receive maxi-
mum value of write off 
for your taxes. Running 
or not! All conditions ac-
cepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 1-844-810-
1257.

SAVE YOUR Home! Are 
you behind paying your 
Mortgage? Denied a Loan 
Modification? Threat-
ened with Foreclosure? 
Call the Homeowner's 
Relief Line now for Help! 
1-844-745-1384.

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY

BECOME A PUB-
LISHED Author! We edit, 
print and distribute your 
work internationally. We 
do the work. You reap the 
Rewards! Call for a Free 
Author Submission Kit: 
1-888-283-4780.

WANTED 
TO BUY

FREON R12 wanted: 
Certified buyer will pay 
cash for R12 cylinders or 
cases of cans. 1-312-291-
9169; www.refrigerant-
finders.com

AUTOMOTIVE
VEHICLE TITLE 
PROBLEMS? We have a 
solution! Call Jason Stew-
ard Enterprises, We’re 
Alabama’s #1 Vehicle 
Title Problem Experts! 
Free telephone consul-
tation. North AL 1-256-
850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South 
AL 1-251-342-8538.

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed on 
March 27, 2017 by Frances Elouise Richardson, an unmarried 
individual and Ricky R. Kelley, an unmarried individual, to 
EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 1814, Page 
780 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and default 
continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said 
mortgage, the following described property will be sold at public 
outcry, for cash, to the highest bidder, in front of the Courthouse door 
of said County, in Cullman, Alabama, during the legal hours of sale 
on January 28, 2019: 
 
Parcel 1 
One acre of land located in the South half of the Northeast quarter of 
the Northwest quarter of Section 4, Township 11, Range 4 West and 
described as follows: 
 
Commence at the Southwest corner of said twenty and go East along 
the South line of said twenty 465 feet more or less to a point of 
beginning for the one acre herein conveyed; Thence North parallel to 
the West line of said twenty 220 feet more or less to a point; thence 
East parallel to the South line of said twenty 200 feet more or less to 
a point; thence South parallel to the West line of said twenty 220 feet 
more or less to a point on the South line of said twenty; thence East 
along the South line of said twenty 220 feet more or less to the point 
beginning for the land herein conveyed. 
 
Parcel 2 
Three acres of land located in the South half of the Northeast quarter 
of the Northwest quarter of Section 4, Township 11, Range 4 West 
and described as follows: 
 
Commence or the Southwest corner of said twenty and go North 660 
feet to a point; thence at right angles go East 465 feet to a point of 
beginning for the three. acres herein conveyed; thence continue along 
said line 200 feet, more or less to a point; thence South parallel with 
the West line of said twenty to the South .line; thence West 200 feet, 
more or less to a point; thence North parallel with the West line of 
said twenty 660 feet, more or less to the point of beginning. 
 
Property Address: 220 County Road 820, Cullman, AL 35057 and 
220 County Road 822 Cullman, AL 35057 

Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage 
debt and cost of foreclosure. 

 
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-January 10, 17, 24, 2019 

HUGE 3-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
22nd Annual Farm & Construction Equipment Auction

Thursday, Jan. 31st thru
Saturday, Feb. 2nd 2019 • 8am
15594 Highway 431 N • Headland (Dothan), AL 36345

Day 1: Construction Equip., Heavy-duty Trucks & Trailers
Day 2: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row

Crop Equipment Field Equipment
Day 3: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row

Crop Equipment, Field Equipment, Bullpen Area

Deanco Auction    
Phone: 334-693-2540   Fax: 334-693-2551

www.deancoauction.com
3664 S Oates St • Dothan, AL 36301  •  ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE

Auctioneers: Donnie W Dean, AL Lic. 907, Wes Dean, AL Lic. 5219

Deanco Auction    
Phone: 334-693-2540   Fax: 334-693-2551

www.deancoauction.com
3664 S Oates St • Dothan, AL 36301  •  ONLINE BIDDING AVAILABLE

Auctioneers: Donnie W Dean, AL Lic. 907, Wes Dean, AL Lic. 5219

HUGE 3-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
22nd Annual Farm & Construction Equipment Auction

Thursday, Jan. 31st thru
Saturday, Feb. 2nd 2019 • 8am

15594 Highway 431 N • Headland (Dothan), AL 36345
Day 1: Construction Equip., Heavy-duty Trucks & Trailers
Day 2: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row

Crop Equipment, Field Equipment
Day 3: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row

Crop Equipment, Field Equipment, Bullpen Area

Deanco Auction  www.deancoauction.com
3664 S Oates St., Dothan, AL 36301    Auctioneers: Donnie W Dean, #907, Wes Dean AL# 2519

HUGE 3-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
22nd Annual Farm & Construction Equipment Auction

Thursday, January 31st thru
Saturday, Feb. 2nd 2019 • 8am

15594 Hwy 431 N • Headland, AL 36345 • Phone: 334-693-2540
Day 1: All Types of Construction Equipment, Heavy-duty Trucks, Trailers,

Support Equipment, 1-Ton Trucks, Vehicles & Much More
Day 2: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row Crop

Equipment, Field Equipment, Farm Attachments, Misc. Items
Day 3: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row Crop

Equipment, Field Equipment, Farm Attachments, Misc. Items

Deanco Auction  www.deancoauction.com
3664 S Oates St., Dothan, AL 36301    Auctioneer: Donnie W Dean Lic. #907, Wes Dean Al Lic. #5219

HUGE 3-DAY PUBLIC AUCTION
22nd Annual Farm & Construction Equipment Auction

Thursday, Jan. 31st thru
Saturday, Feb. 2nd 2019 • 8am

15594 Hwy 431 N • Headland, AL 36345 • Phone: 334-693-2540
Day 1: All Types of Construction Equip., Heavy-duty Trucks, Trailers,

Support Equip., 1-Ton Trucks, Vehicles & Much More
Day 2: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row Crop

Equipment, Field Equipment, Farm Attachments, Misc. Items
Day 3: Farm Tractors, All Types of Farm Equipment, Row Crop

Equipment, Field Equipment, Farm Attachments, Misc. Items

Alabama Press Association
Attn: Amy Metzler
3324 Independence Dr Ste 200
Birmingham, AL 35209
Phone: (205) 871-7737

Please run Alabama Discover Advertising Network for the week of January 20th-26th, 2019.

$1000.00

AlabamaWorks: 
Opportunity-Innovation-Accountability-Inclusion

Now there’s a way to recruit, 
train and empower, a highly 
skilled workforce driven by 

business and industry needs. 
It’s your competitive advantage 

in Alabama.

It’s time to grow at: www.alabamaworks.com

FRIENDS FAMILY COWORKERS MOTHERS TEACHERS SONS 
DAUGHTERS NURSES GRANDPARENTS NIECES FATHERS AUNTS  
   UNCLES EMPLOYERS COUSINS FAMILY NEPHEWS FIRST 
    FAMILY                            NEPHEWS DOCTORS PARENTS                       
  FRIENDS                             FAMILY COWORKERS MOTHERS                       

GRANDPARENTS NIECES FATHERS AUNTS UNCLES EMPLOYERS 
NEIGHBORS COUSINS NEPHEWS FIRST RESPONDERS DOCTORS 
PARENTS FRIENDS FAMILY COWORKERS MOTHERS TEACHERS 
SDAUGHTERS NURSES GRANDPARENTS NIECES FATHER  AUNTS 
UNCLES NEIGHBORS COUSINS NEPHEWS FIRST RESPONDERS UNCLES NEIGHBORS COUSINS NEPHEWS FIRST RESPONDERS 

OPIOID ADDICTION   
HAS NO AGE LIMIT.

IT’S OK TO ASK FOR HELP.

COURAGEFORALL.COM

24/7 Helpline  
844-307-1760

a message of the Alabama Department of Mental Health

 

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
Default having been made in the indebtedness secured by that certain 
mortgage executed by Gene L  Brown Husband Kimberly Brown  
A/K/A Kimberly R. Brown  Wife  to Mortgage Electronic Registration 
Systems, Inc., as nominee for Mortgageamerica, Inc., its successors and 
assigns dated November 28, 2007; said mortgage being recorded in the 
Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. Said 
Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred to Green Tree Servicing 
LLC by assignment recorded in Deed Book 304, Page 811 in the Office 
of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. 
The undersigned, Ditech Financial LLC f/k/a Green Tree Servicing LLC, 
under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, will 
sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before the main 
entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama during the 
legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on the 15th day of 
February, 2019 the following property, situated in Cullman County, 
Alabama, to-wit: 
Beginning at a point which is located South 0 degrees 41 minutes East 
225 feet and South 32 degrees 28 minutes East 331.0 feet from the center 
of the East boundary of the Southeast quarter of Section 34, Township 8 
South, Range 1 East, Cullman County, Alabama; Thence from the point 
of beginning and along the West margin of a County Road South 25 
degrees 40 minutes West 168.0 feet; Thence leaving said road South 89 
degrees 40 minutes West 262.52 feet to a point; Thence North 2 degrees 
16 minutes East 168.0 feet to a point; Thence South 77 degrees 54 
minutes East 328.0 feet to the point of beginning, containing 1.09 acres, 
more or less, lying and being in Sections 34 and 35, Township 8 South, 
Range 1 East, Cullman County, Alabama. 
 
Said property is commonly known as 590 County Rd 1834, Arab, AL 
35016. 
The indebtedness secured by said Mortgage has been and is hereby 
declared due and payable because of default under the terms of the Note 
secured by said Mortgage, including but not limited to, nonpayment of 
the indebtedness as and when due.  The indebtedness remains in default, 
and this sale will be made for the sole purpose of paying the same, 
including all expenses of the sale, attorney's fees, and all other payments 
provided for under the terms of said Mortgage. 
 
Said property will be sold subject to the following items, which may 
affect the title to said real property: all zoning ordinances; matters which 
would be disclosed by an accurate survey or inspection of the property; 
any outstanding taxes, including but not limited to, ad valorem taxes, 
which constitute liens upon said property; special assessments; all 
outstanding bills for public utilities, which constitute liens upon said 
property; all restrictive covenants, easements, rights-of-way; the statutory 
right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law; and any other matters of 
record superior to said Mortgage.  To the best of the knowledge and 
belief of the undersigned, the party in possession of the real property is 
Gene L  BrownKimberly Brown  A/K/A Kimberly R. Brown  or 
tenant(s). 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the 
right to redeem the property under certain circumstances. Programs may 
also exist that help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An 
attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process. 
 
DITECH FINANCIAL LLC F/K/A GREEN TREE SERVICING LLC 

  January 18, 2019 

Page 2 

as holder of said mortgage 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC 
Two North Twentieth 
2 20th Street North, Suite 1000 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(800) 275-7171 
FT21@mccalla.com 
File No. 9418 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 
Cullman Tribune 
01/24/2019,01/31/2019,02/07/2019 
 
 
 
 
 

AUTO INSURANCE 
Senior Driver Discounts Age 60 & Above 

Virgil B. Fowler Insurance Agency 
 

“Quality Since 1935” 
 

256-734-3821 
 

www.vbfowlerinsurance.com 
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HANCEVILLE – Wallace 
State Community Col-
lege will welcome Bald-
win County District Judge 
Michelle Thomason as a 
special guest speaker on 
Thursday, Jan. 31, at 9:30 
a.m. in the Burrow Center 
Recital Hall. Thomason will 
be speaking about the Bald-
win County Veterans Court, 
which she founded in Feb-
ruary of 2014. The event is 
free and open to the public.
	 The Baldwin County 
Veterans Court program 
was developed to help vet-
erans achieve total absti-
nence from drugs and/or 
alcohol, be diverted from 

prison/jail, and to have a 
more productive, healthy, 
law-abiding life.
	 The veterans court is de-
signed to reduce re-arrests, 
promote self-sufficiency 
through employment and 
education and to assist vet-
erans with remaining in the 
community as a productive 
and responsible member of 
society.
	 Thomason is in her 13th 
year on the bench. Although 
she is a district judge by ti-
tle, she is a circuit judge by 
special appointment, as the 
majority of her caseload 
involves family court cases 
such as divorces, custody, 
child support and domestic 
violence.
	 She also presides over 

the misdemeanor domestic 
violence dockets.
	 Thomason has a busi-
ness degree from Mobile 
College (now the Univer-
sity of Mobile), and before 
her career in law, she was in 
banking and finance for 10 
years. 
	 She received her law 
degree from Tulane Law 
School.  Prior to becoming 
a judge, she was a partner 
in the law firm of Pearson, 
Cummins & Hart, where 
she practiced civil litiga-
tion and family law for over 
11 years prior to taking the 
bench.
	 Thomason attends Gra-
ceport Church in Fairhope, 
is a Paul Harris Fellow and 
member of the Fairhope 

Sunset Rotary Club. 
	 She is on the Board of 
Directors for the University 
of Mobile Foundation, past 
president of the Alabama 
District Judges Association, 
the co-chair of the State’s 
Judicial Education Com-
mittee, on the Supreme 
Court Judicial Rules Com-
mittee, the Judicial Re-al-
location Commission and is 
very active in other civil and 
charitable boards and orga-
nizations. She was also re-
cently named Judge of the 
Year by the Alabama State 
Bar Family Law Section.
	 Thomason is married to 
Tony Thomason.  She has 
one son and daughter-in-
law and three grandchil-
dren.

Gail Crutchfield
WSCC

EDUCATION

Judge Michelle Thomason 
to discuss veterans court 
at Wallace State event

Baldwin County District Judge 
Michelle Thomason 

MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CULLMAN – Below are the 
arrests and incidents re-
ported on Jan. 22-23, 2019. 
All persons are innocent 
until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = fail-
ure to appear

REPORTED ON JAN. 22
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

INCIDENTS
Jan. 17
•	 theft of property, Olive 
St.
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs, Hwy. 278 W
•	 unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance, un-
lawful possession of mar-
ijuana, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, Beech Ave. 
SE
•	 attempting to elude, 
County Road 1807
•	 harassment, criminal 
mischief, menacing, County 
Road 590
Jan. 18
•	 unlawful possession or 
receipt of a controlled sub-
stance, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, Hwy. 69 S
•	 reckless endangerment, 
domestic violence, Hwy. 157
•	 attempted burglary, 
Hwy. 69 S
•	 theft of property, H and 
H Rd. 
•	 burglary, Hwy. 278 W
•	 theft of property, unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana, 
Welcome Rd.
•	 domestic violence, crim-
inal mischief, County Road 
803
•	 theft of property, Coun-
ty Road 1225
•	 permitting dogs to run 
at large, County Road 1217
•	 domestic violence, 
County Road 946

Jan. 19
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia, Hwy. 69 N
•	 domestic violence, 
County Road 1422
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance, pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia, County Road 842
•	 receiving stolen proper-
ty, County Road 1762
•	 violation of a protection 
order, Scot Dr.
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia, Hwy. 91/County 
Road 653
•	 theft of property, Hwy. 
278 W

Jan. 20
•	 domestic violence, 
County Road 223
•	 harassment, County 
Road 1147
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana, possession of 

drug paraphernalia, County 
Road 437
•	 domestic violence, 
County Road 1515
•	 criminal mischief, 
County Road 404
•	 harassment, County 
Road 418
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance, pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia, giving false identity 
to law enforcement officer 
County Road 1127
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana, Beech Ave. SE
Jan. 21
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia, Hwy. 69 N
•	 theft of property, Coun-
ty Road 648
•	 domestic violence, 
County Road 1114
•	 attempted theft of prop-
erty, Chad Dr.
•	 reckless endangerment, 
County Road 437
•	 harassment, County 
Road 223
•	 shooting into occupied 
dwelling, County Road 24
•	 theft of property, Hwy. 
69 S

ARRESTS
Jan. 17
Brooks, Jessica Lee, 37
•	 DUI- influence of alco-
hol
•	 illegal possession of al-
cohol in a dry county

Fillmore, John Wayne, 45
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence- harass-
ment
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription medicine

Gilland, Ciara Danielle 
Hann, 26
•	 disorderly conduct
•	 DUI- controlled sub-
stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree promot-
ing prison contraband
•	 tampering with physical 
evidence
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Harris, Kristopher Daniel, 
32
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence- harassment
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 FTA- speeding
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Marsh, Thomas Michael, 
40
•	 FTA- negotiating a 
worthless negotiable in-
strument

Sisson, William Lynn, 21
•	 third-degree burglary

•	 third-degree criminal 
mischief
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 resisting arrest
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Thomason, Corey Dale, 28
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence- menacing
•	 FTA- violation of a do-
mestic violence protection 
order

Williams, Michael Corey, 
27
•	 probation violation- 
third-degree burglary (2 
counts)

Wynn, Chadwick Keith, 39
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- unlawful distri-
bution of a controlled sub-
stance (2 counts)
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance

JAN. 18-21
Ackerman, Marvin Quinc-
ey, 48
•	 FTA- second-degree 
forgery

Atchley, Brenda Gaye, 52
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Billings, Kevin Dwayne, 46
•	 third-degree burglary
•	 violation of a domestic 
violence protection order

Brizendine, Christopher 
Neal, 44
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence- harass-
ment

Brown, Brenton Chase, 22
•	 GJ- first-degree theft of 
property

Bunt, Jamie Lee, 33
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 FTA- second-degree un-
lawful possession of mari-
juana

Burge, Shallowmist Mar-
tin, 41
•	 FTA- illegal possession 
of prescription medicine
•	 FTA- public intoxica-
tion
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance

Collier, Josh Curtis, 25
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Creel, Patrick Scott, 43
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

avis, Michael Cody, 30
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Eldridge, Julie Anne, 46
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Freeman, Breanna Reigh, 
28
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Freeman, Joshua Aaron, 
37
•	 public intoxication

Freeman, Logan Lee, 29
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Goins, James Edmund, 22
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Hurst, Michael Shane, 40
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Johnson, Angel Desiree, 
25
•	 obstruction/ using false 
ID
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance

Kiley, Kristie Michelle, 43
•	 FTA- fishing without a 
license

Lowery, Douglas Edward 
Jr., 23
•	 first-degree attempted 
theft
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering of a vehicle

Meeks, Toni Lea, 32
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree promot-
ing prison contraband
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Mickle, Benjamin Ray, 36
•	 FTA- illegal possession 
of a prescription medicine

Oden, Nicholas Wayne, 30
•	 writ of arrest- child sup-
port

Steele, Timothy Gregg, 42

•	 FTA- driving while re-
voked

Turner, James Frank Jr., 
64
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence- harassment

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

INCIDENTS
None reported

ARRESTS
Reid, Robert M., 27
•	 providing false informa-
tion to a law enforcement 
officer

Smith, Dylan H., 30
•	 unlawful distribution of 
a controlled substance (2 
counts)

Monroe, Ashley C., 33
•	 public intoxication

King, Brittany R., 34
•	 public intoxication

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

REPORTED ON JAN. 23
CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

INCIDENTS
None reported

ARRESTS
None reported

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

INCIDENTS
Jan. 22
•	 third-degree burglary, 
person, Katherine St. NW, 
miscellaneous
•	 fourth-degree theft 
of property, third-degree 
criminal trespassing, Wal-
Mart, Hwy. 157, general 

merchandise, $145
•	 first-degree burglary, 
person, 9th Ave. SE, medi-
cation
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence, person, North-
crest Dr. NW
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property, Wal-Mart, Hwy. 
157, general merchandise, 
$77
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence, person, Hwy. 157

ARRESTS
Jan. 22
Alexander, Doris A., 47
•	 unlawful possession or 
receipt of a controlled sub-
stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 failure to signal

Daniels, David L., 50
•	 unlawful distribution of 
a controlled substance (3 
counts)

Laster, James H., 56
•	 public intoxication

Jones, Katherine N., 27
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Edwards, Cheryl M., 52
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence- harass-
ment
•	 FTA- disorderly conduct
•	 FTA- public intoxica-
tion

Golden, Kate M., 25
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT 

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.

CullmanTribune.com.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Arrests and incidents reported on Jan. 22-23


