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CRIME

Cullman Police 
confronted 
suspect hours 
before deadly 
Saturday 
night shooting

GET THE RIGHT TRACTION 
NAVIGATING THROUGH 2019

1724 Cherokee Ave SW

Cullman, AL

256-676-2435
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EDUCATION

Tony Serra Nissan-Cullman 
Tribune Principal of the Month

Cullman County Schools Superintendent Dr. Shane Barnette looks on as Gina Webb 
gets behind the wheel of the Nissan Rogue she’ll be driving for the next month.
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Phyllis Hain crowned Ms. Senior Cullman County 2019

HANCEVILLE, Ala. – The 
2019 Ms. Senior Cullman 
County Pageant took place 
Saturday at the Betty Leeth 
Haynes Theatre on the 
campus of Wallace State 
Community College, where 
10 women, ages 60 and old-
er,  took the stage, support-
ed by a large and enthusias-
tic crowd. Phyllis Hain was 
crowned Ms. Senior Cull-
man County 2019. She will 
be compete in July for the 
title of Ms. Senior Alabama.

	 Coordinated by the Cull-
man County Commission 
on Aging, this year’s pag-
eant was emceed by Miss 
Alabama 2018, Callie Walk-
er, who recently earned a 
top 10 finish at the Miss 
America Pageant. Assisting 
Walker was the reigning Ms. 
Senior Cullman County and 
Ms. Senior Alabama, Donna 
Harris, who will be compet-
ing this summer in Las Ve-
gas for the national title.
	 Getting the crowd 
pumped up was local fa-
vorite, “Cullman’s Finest.” 
Perhaps the greatest danc-

ing group in all of Cullman, 
“Cullman’s Finest” includes 
Cullman County Revenue 
Commissioner Barry Will-
ingham, Cullman County 
Commissioner Gary “Twin-
kle Toes” Marchman, Cull-
man County Sheriff ’s Office 
Deputy Clayton Drew, Lt. 
Doug Duke, Deputy SRO 
Chad Whaley, Deputy SRO 
Jarod Hopper, Sgt. Joey 
Collier and Chase Mosely. 
The group brought down 
the house with their rou-
tine, featuring “Crank That” 
by Soulja Boy.
	 The men helped intro-

duce the real stars of the 
pageant by escorting the 
contestants to the stage. 
The ladies donned red, 
white and blue and danced 
to “Boogie Woogie Bugle 
Boy.”
	 The talent portion of the 
pageant was the first, with 
Karen Knight performing a 
beautiful light dance to “Let 
it Go.” The ladies showcased 
a variety of talents includ-
ing dramatic readings, sing-
ing, strength training and 
dancing. Hazel Goodwin 
had the auditorium laugh-
ing with her comedy skit. 

	

WELTI, Ala. - Welti Elementary 
School’s Gina Webb has been named 
the Tony Serra Nissan/Cullman 
Tribune Principal of the Month for 
April.  Representatives of both or-
ganizations visited Welti Monday 
morning, accompanied by Cullman 
County Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Shane Barnette and Special Proj-

ects Coordinator Dr. T.J. Franey, to 
present Webb a 2019 Nissan Rogue 
that will be hers to drive for the next 
month, along with a $100 gift card.
	 Barnette told The Tribune, “Ms. 
Webb is an excellent administrator 
for us. 
	 "And she loves the kids, and her 
heart’s in everything she does; we’re 
just really excited that she was cho-
sen as Principal of the Month.”
	 Webb struggled for words as 

she was notified of the award and 
checked out the car, but shared af-
terward, “Any leader is only as good 
as those who support their efforts.  
Without the excellent staff, facul-
ty, students and parents at Welti 
Elementary, it would be difficult to 
serve.
	 "I am very humbled, honored 
and grateful to have been selected as 
Principal of the Month for Cullman 
County Schools.”

Charles Patrick Wayne Burgess
CULLMAN POLICE DEPARTMENT

» PAGE 3

Christy Perry 
christy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. – The Cullman Police Department is still in 
the preliminary stages of investigating the murder of Thom-
as “Tommy” L. Piper, 49. Piper was shot and killed inside his 
home Saturday evening, but witnesses reported an encounter 
between CPD officers and the suspect, Charles Patrick Wayne 
Burgess, 28, earlier that same day at Piper’s home at 1325 Drip-
ping Springs Road NW in the city of Cullman.   
	 The Tribune has confirmed that at approximately 3 p.m. 
Saturday afternoon, two CPD officers and one sergeant went 
to Piper’s home, responding to a call which, according to con-
firmed sources, informed them, “There’s a guy at 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Welti Elementary’s Gina Webb

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Phyllis Hain
CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
April 16 - 18

Lunch at VFW Post 
2214- Tuesday, April 16
Everyone come to Tues-
day's lunch at the VFW 
Post in Cullman. Starts at 
11:30, $5 per plate. We have 
carryout if you can't stay 
and eat with us. We always 
have a great time. Love to 
see new folks and enjoy 
the usual group. See you 
on Tuesday! 112 Veterans 
Dr. SW

TOPS Meeting- Tuesday, 
April 16
• TOPS - Take Off Pounds 
Sensibly- meets every 
Tuesday at the Donald E. 
Green Senior Center, 1625 
Cleveland Ave. SW Cull-
man
• Weigh-in 3-3:30 p.m.
• Meeting 3:30-4:30
• Contact- Candy Wachter 
256-338-1272
• Facebook- TOPS AI0073 
Cullman

Yoga at the Library- 
Wednesday, April 17
• Every Wednesday from 
11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
• Cullman County Public 
Library, 200 Clark St. NE, 
Cullman, AL 35055
• Bring your own mat, 
strap and block. These 
items are optional.

Cullman Woodworking 
Guild-  Thursday, April 
18
The Cullman Woodwork-
ing Guild will meet Thurs-
day, April 18 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the North Alabama Agri-
plex. The program will be 
“Working with the Grain.” 
1714 Tally Ho St. SW, Cull-
man

Upcoming…
Cullman County Schools 
Presents a Countywide 
Production of "Sleeping 
Beauty"- Friday, April 19 
and Saturday, April 20
The production will fea-
ture students from across 
Cullman County Schools. 
Performances will be at 
Fairview High School:
• Friday, April 19 at 6 p.m.
• Saturday, April 20 at 2 
p.m. and 6 p.m.
• Tickets are $6.

Quilting Class at the 
Cullman Extension Of-
fice
• April 24 & 25 from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m.
• April 26 from 10 a.m.-
noon
• Learn to piece, appli-
que and put together a 
wall-hanging/table topper, 
game/checkerboard. All 
supplies furnished; cost is 
$45. Call Raydonna Sims 
at 256-737-9386 for more 
information.

Pilot Club of Cullman 
27th Annual Fashion 
Show/Luncheon Charity 
Fundraiser- Wednesday, 
April 24
• “Stars Fell on Alabama” - 
An Alabama 200 Bicenten-
nial Celebration
• Pilot Club of Cullman 
27th Annual Fashion 
Show/Luncheon Charity 
Fundraiser
• Wednesday, April 24, 
2019
• 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
• Cullman Civic Center
• 10 a.m. - Doors open – 
vendor shopping at 10 a.m., 

set up by local businesses
• 11:30 a.m. - Lunch  by 
Freddie Day Catering  
• 11:45 a.m. - Fashion Show 
- Models and fashions from 
12 + local merchants 
• Door prizes donated by 
area businesses and Pilot 
members, 100-plus to be 
given away.

Tickets for the event are 
$20 and can be purchased:
• Cullman County Muse-
um
• Cullman Civic Center
• Any Pilot Club member

Tickets will not be sold at 
the door.  For ticket sale 
questions, contact Sandra 
McCluskey at 205-960-
7633. Deadline to buy tick-
ets is April 17.

2nd Annual Auto, Motor-
cycle & Antique Tractor 
Show- Saturday, May 4
Holly Pond High School 
from 4-8 p.m. Sponsored 
by the Holly Pond Band.
Registration starts at 2:30 
p.m. $20 for first entry; 
$15 for each additional 
entry. For more info or to 
register online, visit www.
facebook.com/HPBronco-
Band. 

Vinemont High School 
Class of 1994 25 Year Re-
union- Saturday, May 4 
The Vinemont High School 
Class of 1994 will hold its 
25-year reunion on Satur-
day, May 4 at The Brandin’ 
Iron in West Point at 5:30 
p.m. For more informa-
tion, call Julie Barck at 
256-339-1924.

Good Hope High School 
Class of 1969 50 Year 
Reunion- Thursday, May 
16
Good Hope High School’s 
Class of 1969 will hold its 
50-year reunion on Thurs-
day, May 16 from 5-8 p.m. 
in Belle Vue Hall at Stone 
Bridge Farms in Cullman. 
For more information, 
contact Becky Barnard at 
256-339-1806 or Jeanne 
Milligan at 256-520-5951. 

PUBLIC NOTICES
Cullman City Cemetery 
Ground flowers at the Cull-
man City Cemetery need 
to be removed by April 15 
to prepare for Decoration 
Day on May 12.

Good Hope Public Cem-
etery Decoration Week-
end Clean up Announce-
ment
Good Hope Public Cem-
etery will hold its annual 
Decoration Weekend on 
Saturday, May 4 and Sun-
day, May 5.  Please have 
all flowers and decora-
tions removed from the 
cemetery by Sunday, April 
21.  Donations are tax de-
ductible and essential for 
maintenance.

Good Hope Public Ceme-
tery Special Event
On Saturday, May 4, the 
Good Hope Public Cem-
etery will participate in 
the Alabama Bicentennial 
living history tours, with 
Good Hope High school 
students telling about 
some of the cemetery’s 
residents.  Hope to see you 
there!
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Arrests and incidents reported on April 15
CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and inci-
dents reported on April 15, 
2019. All persons are inno-
cent until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = fail-
ure to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
April 11
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1114
•	 harassment; Hwy. 91
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance, pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia; CR 1215/CR 1216
•	 burglary; Chad Dr.
•	 harassment; Cemetery 
Rd.
•	 trespassing; CR 1640
•	 domestic violence; 
School House Rd.
•	 trespassing; CR 855
•	 domestic violence; Fair-
park Ct.
•	 harassment; CR 656
•	 trespassing; CR 855
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering of a motor vehicle; 
CR 1216
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 1242

April 12
•	 reckless endangerment, 
resisting arrest; Hwy. 69 N
•	 trespassing; CR 1699
•	 harassment; CR 1036
•	 trespassing; CR 781
•	 burglary; CR 545
•	 harassment; CR 813
•	 harassment; 1339
•	 trespassing, possession 
of drug paraphernalia; CR 
244

April 13
•	 domestic violence; CR 
386
•	 theft of property; CR 
463
•	 theft of property; CR 
703
•	 domestic violence, crim-
inal mischief; CR 404
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
69 S
•	 theft of property; CR 
1605
•	 criminal mischief; CR 
1711
•	 theft of property; CR 
1635

April 14
•	 unlawful possession of 
a controlled substance; CR 
1605
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1194
•	 harassment; CR 127
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 1194
•	 domestic violence; CR 
146
•	 theft of property; CR 
399
•	 domestic violence, crim-
inal mischief; CR 404
•	 theft of property; CR 747

ARRESTS
April 11
Baker, Heath Anthony, 32
•	 attempting to elude

Matthews, Jayson Alton, 
47
•	 probation violation – 
first-degree receiving sto-
len property

McLeod, Michelle Renee, 
44
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance

Mobley, Miranda Denise, 
39
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespassing

Morris, Christopher Dean, 
37
•	 third-degree assault
•	 harassment

Motte, Charles Leon, 75
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
lost property

Rainey, Kelsey Ann, 28
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Thornton, Matthew Eric, 
37
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence- harassment

Whitaker, Brian Keith, 37
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

April 12
Byram, Christopher Dale, 
37
•	 FTA- probation viola-
tion

Figueroa, Noe, 41
•	 third-degree assault

Fitzgerald, Danny Ray, 20
•	 first-degree criminal 
trespassing

Harris, Onis Stephen Kel-
ly, 27
•	 second-degree criminal 
trespassing
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 FTA- second-degree un-
lawful possession of mari-
juana

Hyfield, Sandra P., 59
•	 FTA- negotiating worth-
less negotiable instrument

Lynn, Jonathon Paul, 36
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence- harassment

Roberts, Gabriel Logan, 28
•	 FTA- DUI

Selman, Christian Anton-
ie, 18
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence- harassment

April 13
Beam, Margaret Ann, 54
•	 FTA- negotiating a 
worthless negotiable in-
strument
•	 negotiating a worthless 
negotiable instrument

Bryan, Staci Lynn, 42
•	 obstructing government 
operations

Floyd, Justin Talmedge, 29
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- second-degree un-
lawful possession of mari-
juana
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance

Giles, Jacob Levi, 27
•	 aggravated child abuse

Goad, Christopher Allen, 
36
•	 probation revoked – 
failure to comply after re-
lease - SORNA

Mullette, Aaron Paul, 34
•	 public intoxication

Smith, Lauren Diane, 36
•	 attempting to elude
•	 improper lane usage
•	 reckless endangerment
•	 resisting arrest
•	 speeding

Taylor, Sylania Lashea, 26
•	 chemical endangerment 

of a child

Williams, Shayla Chey-
enne, 24
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 FTA- public intoxica-
tion

April 14
Christiansen, Joseph 
Wayne, 33
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance

Garmon, James, Dannie, 
29
•	 contributing to the de-
linquency of a minor

Stewart, Mary Elizabeth, 
33
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia (3 counts)
•	 FTA- fourth-degree 
theft of lost property
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance (2 counts)

Such, Jeremiah Moses, 42
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Williams, Carolina Lee, 24
•	 FTA- driving without 
first obtaining a license

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
April 12
•	 third-degree theft of 
property; person; Hwy 157; 
phone; $1,000
•	 third-degree burglary; 
person; Timberlane Dr. SE; 
jewelry; $1,700
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; person; Eva Rd.; 
miscellaneous; $12
•	 domestic violence; per-
son; Hickory Ave SW
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; person; Lee Ave 
SW; bicycle; $180
•	 fourth-degree theft 
of property, third-degree 
criminal trespassing; Belk; 
Cullman Shopping Center; 
clothing; $227

April 13
•	 first-degree theft of 
property; person; Cleveland 
Ave SW; phones; $2,850
•	 duty upon striking an 
unattended vehicle; person; 
Cherokee Ave. SW; damage 
to ’08 Audi; $700
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence, harassment; per-
son; Lessman St. SW
•	 third-degree burglary, 

second-degree theft of 
property; Donauer Dr. SW; 
gun; $400

April 14
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; person; Lincoln 
Ave. SW; tag; $77
•	 third-degree burglary; 
person; Lessman Cir. SW; 
miscellaneous; $3,000

ARRESTS
April 12
Bell Jr., Vincent J., 24
•	 FTA- fourth-degree 
theft of property (6 counts)
•	 FTA- third-degree crim-
inal trespassing
•	 FTA- driving while re-
voked

Olser, Michael S., 35
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence

Ramirez, Christian D., 53
•	 unlawful distribution of 
a controlled substance (2 
counts)

Chalfant, Elizabeth A., 37
•	 identity theft
•	 third-degree forgery (2 
counts)
•	 possession of a forged 
instrument (2 counts)
•	 fraudulent use of a cred-
it or debit card

Aderholt, Shauna D., 38
•	 unlawful possession or 
receipt of a controlled sub-
stance

Tragesser, George M., 36
•	 unlawful possession or 
receipt of a controlled sub-
stance

Rodgers, Joshua A., 36
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

McDonald, Ethan W., 28
•	 public intoxication

McDonald, Robert C., 29
•	 public intoxication

April 13
Burgess, Charles P., 28
•	 murder

April 14
Reid, James W., 25
•	 FTA- failure to register 
vehicle
•	 FTA- insurance viola-
tion (2 counts)
•	 FTA- driving while re-
voked
•	 FTA- leaving the scene 
of an accident

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports daily 
online Monday-Friday at 
www.CullmanTribune.com.

Maggie Darnell 
maggie@cullmantribune.com

DATE: April 27th   TIME: 4pm-8pm  COST: $35.00
WHERE: Goat Island Brewery

UNITED WAY
         PRESENTS...

Hosted by 2019 Young Professionals Board

Colvard
Insurance Group

Sponsored by:
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my door with a gun.” 
	 Witnesses reported see-
ing a man at the house who 
was open carrying a firearm 
and was “talking crazy.” 
	 Officers disarmed Bur-
gess and ordered him to 
leave in an effort to defuse 
the situation, but the sus-
pect reportedly returned a 
little more than three hours 
later with another gun, en-
tered Piper’s residence and 
killed him.
	 Burgess, who was ar-
rested a few hours later 
and charged with murder, 
has a criminal record for 
breaking into a vehicle and 

possession of methamphet-
amine and drug parapher-
nalia, but did not have a his-
tory of violent crime. 
	 In the fall of 2018, he was 
arrested for criminal tres-
passing but was released on 
his own recognizance under 
current state bond law.
	 When he recently failed 
to appear for his court date, 
an alias warrant was issued, 
and he was picked up last 
week.  Also under current 
state bond law, Piper was 
again released with a prom-
ise to appear for his next 
court date.
	 On Monday, CPD Chief 

Kenny Culpepper respond-
ed to questions about why 
Burgess, who is facing crim-
inal prosecution in oth-
er cases, was not arrested 
Saturday afternoon after 
the first call to Piper’s resi-
dence.
	 Culpepper told The Tri-
bune, “We received a call to 
go to the address on Drip-
ping Springs Road on April 
13, 2019, about 3 in the af-
ternoon, a little after 3 (for) 
some sort of disturbance. 
	 "And when the officers 
arrived, they found the sub-
ject and the homeowner 
and some other resident, 

and there was an argument 
or some back and forth, but 
the subject was not doing 
anything in their presence 
that would allow them to 
arrest (him), and had not 
done anything at that point 
in time that would allow 
them to arrest (him).  So 
they determined that the 
best course of action was to 
make him leave.
	 “And he was open carry, 
which in Alabama it’s legal 
to open carry without being 
a felon in possession of a 
weapon or some other cir-
cumstances, which did not 
apply. 

	 "That by itself is not ille-
gal.”

Did the officers disarm 
him?
“They did, but they thought 
that would be the prudent 
thing to do, was to take 
his weapon and make him 
leave, and he did at that 
point in time.”
At 7:06 p.m. Saturday night, 
the CPD received another 
call. 
	 “We received a call for 
a welfare check,” said Sgt. 
Cindy Rohrscheib, who said 
when an officer responded 
the victim was found de-

ceased.
	 The police are not sure 
what time the shooting oc-
curred.
	 “It had been a cou-
ple of hours since family 
had seen the victim,” said 
Rohrscheib. 
	 As early in the investi-
gation as investigators are, 
possible motives for the 
shooting and reasons for 
the suspect being at Piper’s 
home are not currently be-
ing discussed.
	 Said Culpepper, “It’s 
still under investigation at 
this time. That’s all I can 
say.”

Shooting (from Front)

The Factory Dance Compa-
ny and Bailee the Ventril-
oquist, a crowd favorite at 
the For Kids’ Sake Variety 
Show back in February, en-
tertained between the tal-
ent and evening gown por-
tions of the pageant.
	 Commission on Aging 
board members were rec-
ognized for their hard work 
throughout the year. Doris 
Patterson was given special 
recognition for her many 
years of dedication.
	 Tiffany Collins also re-
ceived a special gift of ap-
preciation. She, along with 
her late husband, Tim Col-
lins, have been dedicated 
supporters.
	 This year’s pageant was 
also dedicated in loving 
memory of Tim Collins and 
Janice Simmons.
	 Former pageant winners 
as well as the current Ms. 
Senior USA and Ms. Senior 
Universe were also recog-
nized.

	 With the contestants 
ready in their most beauti-
ful gowns, each was asked 
to give a brief “Life Philos-
ophy.” 
	 The evening gown por-
tion gave each lady one last 
chance to wow the judges. 
	 As each contestant took 
to the stage, Walker and 
Harris read biographies in-
cluding accomplishments, 
family life, hobbies and 
greatest aspects of life since 
turning 60.
	 Grandchildren seemed 
to be the common interest 
shared by all the contes-
tants. The family support 
was evident by the cheers 
from the audience.
	 As the judges’ scores 
were tallied, the crowd 
was treated to a revved up 
performance of “Greased 
Lightnin’” by the Senior 
Spirit Kickers.
	 Donning their silver se-
quined hats and matching 
“Kickers” shirts, the group 

electrified the auditorium.
	 Prior to announcing this 
year’s winners, Harris took 
her final walk as Ms. Senior 
Cullman County 2018. As a 
special treat she performed 
Pachelbel’s “Canon in D” on 
piano.
	 Faye Harris was all 
smiles as she was named 
Miss Congeniality. Har-
ris also won the People’s 
Choice award.
	 Third alternate went to 
Jolene Hammick. Second 
Alternate was Judy Moon 
and first alternate was Mary 
Fortner. 
	 Phyllis Hain was 
crowned 2019 Ms. Senior 
Cullman County. She will be 
compete in July for the title 
of Ms. Senior Alabama.
	 After her big win, Hain 
shared, “I think I’m still in 
shock. It’s really wonderful 
and we worked so hard.
	 "I’ve never been with a 
group of women that were 
any more loving or any 

more supportive every day. 
I didn’t hear one cross word 
and not one catty comment. 
It was just wonderful.” 
	 As for her upcoming trip 
to the state competition, 
Hain laughed, “It might be a 
rerun.”

	 Hain stood smiling with 
her sparkling tiara, sash 
and arm full of roses and 
explained, “This is my first 
one (pageant). I’ve been a 
horse person, an artist and 
an author. I did event coor-
dinating, always behind the 

scenes pushing everybody 
else to the forefront.
	 "This was my first time 
and I was out of my com-
fort zone. I am thrilled and 
I want to do the best I can to 
represent Cullman County. 
I love it.”

Hain (from Front)

Estate Sale 
Everything Must GO! 

2018 GMC Terrain, 4 Door, SEL All Wheel Drive, 
 mileage 3,900, like new - $21,000 

April 26 and 27, 7:00 a.m. until whenever 
1823 Teakwood Dr. SE, Cullman, AL 

 

If You Have Any Questions, Please Call: 
 

Nora Phillips at (256) 347-0376 
 

BUSINESS

Wacked Out Weiner coming to Cullman
CULLMAN, Ala. – The 
Wacked Out Weiner is com-
ing to Cullman. The restau-
rant serves, you guessed it, 
hot dogs. It will be located 
at 1930 Market Platz Ctr. 
SW, in the same strip as 
Rock N Roll Sushi. 
	 Lori Gortemoller, who 
owns the franchise with Bo 
and Jennifer Winfrey, of 
Cullman, said the restau-
rant will be open by the end 
of May. 

	 “Our goal is mid-May, 
definitely by the end of 
May,” said Gortemoller. 
	 Gortemoller said in ad-
dition to the storefront, 
there will also be a Wacked 
Out Weiner food truck. 
	 “We’re really excited 
about it. We think Cullman 
is a perfect place for it. We 
can really get involved with 
the community and do 
stuff,” she said. “There’s so 
much we can do with the 
food truck. That’s kind of 
our goal, really, just to have 
fun.”

	 The Wacked Out Weiner 
opened in Foley, Alabama in 
2016. Gortemoller said the 
Cullman store will be the 
11th store opened since last 
year. 
	 “It’s like a Subway for 
hot dogs and nachos,” she 
said. “There’s over 40 top-
pings. You can get as little 
or as much as you want for 
one price on the hot dogs.”
	 Toppings for the hot 
dogs, sausage or Nathan’s 
all beef, include homemade 
chili, shredded cheese, 
chopped onions, hot chow 

chow, sweet chow chow, 
coleslaw, jalapenos, banana 
peppers, Rotel tomatoes, 
bacon, sweet relish, jala-
peno relish, dill pickles, 
kraut, melted cheese, mac 
and cheese, barbecue baked 
beans, yellow mustard, 
spicy mustard, ketchup, 
mayo, barbecue sauce, hot 
dog sauce, cayenne pepper, 
celery salt and sour cream.
	 Check out https://
www.facebook.com/The-
Wacked- Out-Weiner-Cull-
man-Al-420406502068643 
for more.

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

THE WACKED OUT WEINER
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Good Hope Service Center now in Cullman, re-named Integrity Auto Group
CULLMAN, Ala. – Integ-
rity means doing the right 
thing even when nobody 
else is looking; that is why 
Robert Taylor and Mike 
Pritchard said they chose 
to re-name their auto shop 
Integrity Auto Group, LLC. 
The two men have been in 
business as Good Hope Ser-
vice Center in the city of 
Good Hope, but have relo-
cated to Cullman. Integri-
ty Auto Group is located at 
1645 Second Ave. NW (U.S. 
Highway 31) in Cullman and 
opened Monday morning. 
	 A grand opening cele-
bration is planned for May 
25, along with a cookout and 
vendor giveaways. 
	 Taylor described the 
new expansion into the 
Cullman location as a “one-
stop location for all car 
needs.” 
	 The auto group em-
ployed six people at its 
Good Hope location but 
hopes to have closer to 30 as 
it expands its services. 
	 Integrity will offer car, 
truck, boat and RV sales. 
	 Taylor laughed, “We 
will sell just about anything 
with an engine.” 
	 The business will also 
offer consignment sales 
for a minimal fee to help 
customers safely sell their 

vehicles. Besides sales, the 
group also offers in-house 
and outside financing. 
	 The new location will al-
low Integrity to expand oth-
er services including a body 
shop, mechanic work on 
foreign, domestic and diesel 
trucks, detailing, a car wash, 
new and used tires, a trans-
mission shop and accesso-
ries and other automotive 
needs. 
	 Taylor also offers fi-
nancing on repairs saying, 
“The average person can’t 
always afford a $3,000 re-
pair and we want to help.” 
	 Integrity Auto Group 
has maintained a Triple A 
rating from the Better Busi-
ness Bureau. 
	 Taylor and Pritchard 
stressed their desire to be 
great neighbors and com-
munity members, with 
Taylor explaining, “We are 
really big about being in the 
community and we are ex-
cited about being part of the 
Cullman community.” 
	 One of the many ways 
they give back is every grad-
uate from both Cullman 
County and Cullman City 
Schools will receive a $25 
gift certificate good toward 
any product or services they 
offer. 
	 “All these kids will be 
heading to work or school 
and we want to give them 
a little something to help,” 

Taylor said. 
	 Even better for the 
young graduates is the one-
year roadside assistance 
service they receive for 
anything over $25. Because 
Integrity is a member of the 
Tech-Net Garage Network, 
the roadside assistance is 
good throughout the United 
States. 
	 Integrity also offers spe-
cials throughout the year. 
Last year it gave free oil 
changes for Mother’s Day 
as well as offering discounts 
to veterans and military 
families at all times. It also 
invites church groups and 
other organizations to learn 
about fundraiser opportu-
nities. 
	 Pritchard said, “The 
number one thing we are 
representing here is Jesus.” 
	 The group hosts a men’s 
Bible study group each 
Tuesday night and has of-
fered a gathering place for 
another group for Thurs-
days.
	 The Tuesday group 
held its last meeting this 
past Tuesday but will begin 
meeting again in July. 
	 Taylor explained, 
“Whether it’s working on 
your car or what it may be, 
we want to be part of this 
community. We want to give 
back to this community. We 
want to serve this commu-
nity. We gotta make a living 

but it ain’t all about that. 
It ain’t all about the dollar. 
God’s going to take care of 
us.” 
	 Integrity Auto Group 
will be open six days a week, 
Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-
5 p.m. and Saturday 7:30 
a.m.- 2 p.m. For those need-
ing assistance after hours, 
on weekends and holidays, 

Taylor encourages people to 
message Integrity on Face-
book and it will do what it 
can to assist. 
	 He said, “We don’t want 
to work on Sunday, but 
if someone needs help or 
is stranded we will try to 
help.”
	 Customers can call 256-
735-4000 for more infor-

mation.
	 Pritchard added, “God 
sent us the name Integrity 
because we are going to do 
the right thing even when 
nobody is watching. If we 
sell somebody a car, yeah we 
are to put a warranty with 
it, but if something happens 
we’re going to stand behind 
it!”

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

Robert Taylor, left, and Mike Pritchard, right, 
pose in front of Integrity Auto Group
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Blended - Salesperson Prelicense 
$445 

60 CREDIT HOURS 

Classes Start: January 14th, 2019 

Location: NextHome Limitless Realty 
 204 9th Street, SW  
Cullman, AL 35055 

Days: Monday & Thursday 

Time: 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm 

Questions? or To Register 
Donnis Palmer — 800.481.3116 
Stacey Smith — 256.339.1155  

Email: info@CareerAcademyOfRealEstate.com 
Email: Stacey@NextHomeLimitlessRealty.com 

Course Summary:  Blended learning combines the best of online learn-
ing with traditional teaching to provide the best of all possible training.  
Classes meet twice a week for 4 weeks while completing the online 
courses.    

Serving Cullman, Valley—North Alabama,  
Greater Alabama—Birmingham & Walker—Smith Lake MLS 
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‘By God’s grace’: ABC Family Medicine celebrates grand opening in Dodge City
DODGE CITY, Ala. – ABC 
Family Medicine in Dodge 
City held a formal grand 
opening Saturday.
	 The practice opened 
for business back on Feb. 
18, but Office Manager Jas 
Talyor said, “We just want-
ed to do like a grand open-
ing; we wanted warmer 
weather, to be more com-
fortable with our surround-
ings, and meet more people. 
I feel like we’ve drawn some 
established relationships.” 
	 ABC Family Medicine 
is a primary care practice 
owned by nurse practi-
tioner Renae Jones. 
	 “We’re excited to be in 
this community because 
there’s nothing like this in 
this community; this com-
munity has two pharmacies 

and no place to go for a doc-
tor-type visit,” said Taylor.
	 Medical assistant Bran-
di Grace said, “If you’re 
looking for a family care 
provider, come see us. Call 
us, make an appointment or 
walk in. We’re excited to be 
in Dodge City.” 
	 Shared Jones, “We’re 
excited to be a part of the 
Dodge City community. 
We’ve already met some 
great wonderful people 
here, neighbors of the com-
munity. We’re excited about 
providing more health care 
to them and just being a ser-
vice to these people, local, 
and of course anybody com-
ing off the interstate.”
	 Jones continued, “We 
take all different types of 
insurance; we’re in the pro-
cess of getting covered with 
Medicaid. We take all ages. 
We’re a general practice. 

We’re able to do wellness 
visits, sports physicals, 
DOT physicals and just gen-
eral health. We can also do 
some urgent care stuff, so 
we’re a walk-in clinic.” 
	 Jones said ABC Fami-
ly Medicine will soon have 
X-rays capabilities.
	 Jones started her medi-
cal career in the emergency 
room, but “the dream was 
to own a clinic providing 
(care) for all ages.
	 "I started out wanting 
to do women’s health, and 
then worked in internal 
medicine and fell in love 
with the adult geriatric pop-
ulation and I knew I wanted 
to open a family practice, so 
then I went and got experi-
ence at ABC Pediatrics and 
fell in love with the pediat-
ric population so I just love 
being able to care for all 
ages.” 

	 So, how did she end up in 
Dodge City?
	 Smiled Jones, “Well, it’s 
by God’s grace. God actu-
ally put me here. Honest-
ly, it’s just a blessing from 
God. I was actually looking 
at a clinic in town and that 
deal fell through and I came 
down to the little town of 
Dodge City and this one 
presented itself and I’ve 
seen that it’s a communi-
ty with a great need for a 
health provider here.
	 "They haven’t really had 
that service for a very long 
time. The doctor that was 
here did more pain manage-
ment and tried to do rehab 
for them, so there was a 
greater need for the com-
munity in general for all 
ages and genders, and that 
brought me here.”
	 ABC Family Medicine 
is open Monday through 

Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. The address is 24 
County Road 262, Hancev-
ille, AL 35077. Find out 

more at www.ABCFami-
lyMed.com or www.face-
book.com/abcfamilymedi-
cineinc.

Maggie Darnell
maggie@cullmantribune.com

P.O. Box 34
Vinemont, AL 35179

256-736-3017
CULLMAN'S ONLY LOCALLY OWNED LOCKSMITH

MARK JOHNSON

H O M E T O W N L O C K @ G M A I L . C O M
R E G I S T E R E D  L O C K S M I T H  L I C # 1 8 8 1

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Left to right:  Nurse practitioner Sheli 
Ward, owner Renae Jones, Richard 
Jones, office manager Jas Taylor, 
Dodge City Mayor Tawana Canada, 
medical assistant Brandi Grace and 
Dodge City Councilman Murray Lowe

MAGGIE DARNELL/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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MEET JOSHUA VANDIVER
SALES CONSULTANT
Joshua Vandiver, Sales Consultant, has 

been with Tony Serra Nissan of Cullman 
for nearly two years. Joshua says that 

customer satisfaction is his ultimate goal 
at Tony Serra Nissan of Cullman.

Come meet Joshua Vandiver at Tony Serra Nissan of Cullman, 
located at 1724 Cherokee Ave SW, and see what he can do for you!

Joshua says the family atmosphere within Nissan is one that is 
accommodating to the staff, but more importantly, the customer.

“We strive to make everyone feel like family 
and welcomed, which comes with a warm 

hello and a wonderful, caring staff.”

“My favorite part about working at Tony 
Serra Nissan has to be the satisfaction 

of making a customer happy and 
excited about their new vehicle. I don't 

want to be just your salesman; I want to 
be your ‘car guy’ no matter your needs. 

I once had this lady so happy about 
her experience that she personally 

delivered brownies to my home for my 
family. Those are the moments I cherish 

and makes me love my job. I want 
everyone to have that experience when 
they see me. Plus, I just love brownies.”

1724 Cherokee Ave SW, Cullman, AL
TonySerraNissanCullman.com | 256-676-2435

With the Citizens Mobile App,

On-the-go banking is at 
your fingertips. 

223 2nd Ave SE | Cullman 
256-941-4600 
citizensbanktrust.com 
 

*Third party fees for data, messaging, 
Internet may apply.

PREP BASEBALL

AHSAA State Baseball Playoffs begin Friday for local teams
CULLMAN, Ala. – Post-
season baseball has arrived, 
and we have six local teams 
in the field for this year’s 
AHSAA playoffs starting 
Friday. Addison, Fairview, 
Cold Springs, Hanceville 
and Cullman will be on the 
road for round one and the 
Vinemont Eagles will host 
an opening round game at 
Mike Cupp Field Friday 
night. 

Vinemont (12-9) v. J.B. 
Pennington (10-9)  4:30 & 
6:30 p.m.
After winning the area title 
over Hanceville in walk-
off fashion last week, the 
Eagles earned a chance to 
host a playoff game this 
Friday against the Tigers of 
J.B. Pennington. Vinemont 
played the Tigers earlier in 
the season and won its first 
matchup 11-7 but had to 
fend off a comeback effort 
to seal the win. 
	 The Eagles drew seven 
walks in the win and if they 
can show the same kind of 
patience in the box again 
this week, they’ll give them-
selves a chance to score 
runs and advance to the 
next round. 

Cullman (19-11) at Albert-
ville (17-14)  4:30 & 6:30 
p.m.
The Bearcats wrapped up 
their area title with an ex-
tra-innings win at Hartselle 
last week and they’ll head to 
Albertville Friday night to 
kick off another trip to the 
playoffs. The Aggies have 
won five of their last seven 

at this point in the season, 
but they’ll have to face a 
red-hot Cullman squad that 
has won nine of its last 10 
games. 
	 The Bearcats have been 
in this spot for 19 consec-
utive years and if they can 
continue to improve, they’ll 
have another real chance to 
play their way deep into the 
postseason. 

Fairview (15-11) at Ha-
leyville (18-5)  5 & 7:30 
p.m.
The Aggies suffered a pair of 
tough losses at Oneonta last 
week but this week they’ll 
have a chance to bounce 
back when they travel to 
Haleyville for round one. 
The Lions have won 12 of 
their last 13 games going 
into the postseason so Fair-
view will have its hands full 
on Friday. 
	 Haleyville is giving up 
just under two runs per 
game in that stretch so the 
pressure will be on the Ag-
gies’ arms as well as their 
bats to keep pace. Fairview 
has been held to four runs 
or fewer in its last six out-
ings, so it’ll take strong out-
ings on the mound and at 
the plate for the Aggies to 
advance.

Cold Springs (9-7) at Sul-
ligent (8-11)  2 & 4 p.m.
Cold Springs punched its 
ticket to the postseason 
by defeating West End last 
week and the Eagles will get 
started with a trip to Sulli-
gent in round one.
	 The two teams have not 
seen each other yet this 
season and sport similar re-
cords going into the match-

up and both swept their 
area foes last week, so this 
is set to be a close finish. 
	 The Eagles have found 
ways to score runs through-
out the year, but Sulligent 
will be coming off back to 
back wins when they square 
off Friday afternoon with 
a chance to move on to the 
next round.

Hanceville (12-5) at Glen-
coe (10-9)  3 & 5 p.m.
After falling in a pair of 

nail-biters at Vinemont last 
week, the Bulldogs finished 
second in Area 11 and will 
hit the road to face Glencoe 
Friday afternoon.
	 Hanceville has not faced 
the Yellow Jackets yet 
this season and they have 
won five of their last sev-
en games entering Friday’s 
matchup. 
	 The Bulldogs, on the 
other hand, have won eight 
of their last 11 games includ-
ing six straight in March 

and have been plating a lot 
of runs in that stretch.
	 If Hanceville can slow 
down Glencoe’s bats, the 
Bulldogs’ offense will give 
them a chance to win on the 
road and advance. 

Addison (7-8) at South-
eastern (14-4)  11 a.m. & 
1:30 p.m.
The Bulldogs haven’t seen 
Southeastern yet this sea-
son, but their bats are get-
ting hot just in time for the 

postseason.
	 Addison finished as 
the runner up in Area 12 
but won four of its last five 
games and is averaging 
10 runs per game in that 
stretch. 
	 The Mustangs enter this 
game on a hot streak as well, 
having won six of their last 
seven so the Bulldogs will 
have to keep putting runs 
on the board this week if 
they want to move on to 
round two. 

Vinemont's Lucas Miller, Cullman's Brady Patterson and Fairview's Malcolm Parker
MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Nick Griffin 
nick@cullmantribune.com
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Notice Of Self Storage Sale 
   Please take notice IN-N-OUT Self Storage located at 106 13th St., 
Cullman, AL 35055 intends to hold a sale to sell the property stored 
at the facility by the below occupant who is in default at an auction. 
The sale will occur or otherwise disposed as an online auction via 
www.storageauctions.com on 4/30/2019 at 10:00 a.m. Unless stated 
otherwise the description of the contents are household goods and 
furnishings. 
   Don Salter, unit #4, 1802 Warnke Road, Northwest, Cullman, 
Alabama 35055. 
  This sale may be withdrawn at any time without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions apply. See manager for details. 
 
 

Public Meeting Notice  
The Alcohol Review Committee of the City of Cullman will hold a public hearing on Thursday, April 18th, 2019 at 4:00 p.m. in the administrative 
conference room at City Hall located at 204 Second Avenue NE.  The Committee will receive public comments for and against the alcohol license 
applicant listed below: 

Dreher’s – 216 First Avenue SE, Cullman, AL 35055 – Restaurant Alcohol License 

[THIS COPY FOR THE NEWSPAPER:  THIS NOTICE MUST BE PRINTED 
PRECEDING THE BILL] 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
 NOTICE is hereby given that a bill substantially as follows will be introduced in 
the 2019 Regular Session of the Legislature of Alabama and application for its passage 
and enactment will be made: 

SPECIAL NOTICE RE LOCAL LAWS 
 

NO SPECIAL, PRIVATE, OR LOCAL LAW CAN BE PASSED, except in reference to fixing 
the time of holding courts, unless notice of the intention to apply therefor shall have been 
published, without cost to the State, in the county or counties where the matter or thing to be 
affected may be situated. The notice must state the substance of the proposed law and be 
published at least once a week for four consecutive weeks in some newspaper published in such 
county or counties. Such publication must have been completed prior to the day on which the bill 
is introduced. 
 
Proof by affidavit (proof of publication) which verifies that notice has been properly published 
must be exhibited to the House of Representatives and the Senate, and one copy of such proof 
must be attached to the original copy of the bill which is offered for introduction. 
 
The county or municipality affected by a local law introduced by a legislator must pay for 
advertising the notice, if the notice is signed by the Legislator, even though the bill is not passed. 
(Section 11-13-6, Code of Alabama 1975) 
 
    LEGISLATIVE SERVICES AGENCY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 198707-1 : n : 04/04/2019 : KBH / tj LSA2019-694

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

9 A BILL

10 TO BE ENTITLED

11 AN ACT

12  

13 Relating to Cullman County; to amend Section 11 of

14 Act 81-599 of the 1981 Regular Session (Acts 1981, p. 1002),

15 relating to the distribution of the 1981 sales and use tax; to

16 further provide for a portion of the distribution of the

17 proceeds to the Cullman County Fire Association Training

18 Center.

19 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

20 Section 1. Section 11 of Act 81-599 of the 1981

21 Regular Session (Acts 1981, p. 1002), is amended to read as

22 follows:

23 "Section 11. The proceeds of any taxes herein

24 authorized to be levied shall be distributed as follows:

25 "(1) 45 percent to the general fund of the City of

26 Cullman;.

Page 1

1 "(2) 15 percent to the general fund of Cullman

2 County to be used by the County Commission;.

3 "(3) 15 percent to the Cullman County Commission to

4 the credit of the road fund;.

5 "(4) 10 percent to the Cullman County Commission for

6 use by the Cullman County Board of Education;.

7 "(5) 10 percent to the municipalities of Cullman

8 County, except Cullman, to be distributed on a population

9 basis; and.

10 "(6) 5 a. Five percent to the rural volunteer fire

11 departments of the county, to be equally distributed among the

12 following volunteer fire departments in Cullman County:

13 Arkadelphia, Baileyton, Battle Ground, Berlin, Bethsadia,

14 Bremen, Cold Springs, Crane Hill, Dodge City, Fairview, Garden

15 City, Gold Ridge, Good Hope, Holly Pond, Johnson Crossing,

16 Jones Chapel, Joppa, Logan, Loretto, Providence, Sardis,

17 Trimble, Walter, and West Point.

18 "b. The Hanceville Fire Department and the Cullman

19 County Fire Association Training Center shall also receive a

20 share of such the proceeds equal to that received by each said

21 volunteer fire department. Additionally, volunteer fire

22 departments may be designated to receive funds hereunder by

23 resolution of the Cullman County Commission upon the

24 recommendation of the Cullman County Volunteer Fire Department

25 Association and the Cullman office of the Alabama Forestry

26 Commission."
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1 Section 2. This act shall become effective on the

2 first day of the third month following its passage and

3 approval by the Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.
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1 Section 2. This act shall become effective on the

2 first day of the third month following its passage and

3 approval by the Governor, or its otherwise becoming law.
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Today in our series 
on How To Listen 
to a Sermon we 
address the “so 

what factor.”
	 What is that, you ask? 
Let me explain. Most wor-
ship gatherings in which 
a message is delivered are 
made up of people with 
various levels of spiritual 
maturity. There may even 
be some people who are flat 
out lost. 
	 They have never repent-
ed of their sin and believed 
as scripture requires for re-
demption. Such people are 
not familiar with the vocab-
ulary of Christianity.
	 I recall the first time I 
heard the phrase “on fire for 
the Lord.” 
	 What in the world does 
that mean? Another is “get 
into the word.” How does 
one get into the word? 
	 Is that like getting into a 
suit of clothes? Or perhaps 
“getting into the house?” 
You get the picture by look-
ing at these examples.
	 The “so what factor” 
puts the proverbial handle 
on what people heard in the 
sermon.
	 It may also be framed 
with the question, “What 
am I supposed to do with 

what I just heard?” It pro-
vides a means for the lis-
tener to “take away” the 
essence of the passage just 
preached. 
	 You might say it puts a 
“handle” on the message. 
They have a means to grasp 
what they heard.
	 Let’s go back to the ex-
ample from last week on the 
third commandment – Do 
not take the Lord’s name in 
vain.
	 The “so what factor” 
may be something like this. 
	 Today we opened up the 
meaning of the third com-
mandment. 
	 As Christ followers we 
are to live with a conscious-
ness that in everything we 
are, think, and do, we bear 
his name. With that under-
standing of this passage, 
what needs to change in 
your life? 
	 What modifications do 
you need to make? What 
resources will you need to 
apply to live in obedience to 
this command? 
	 Let me offer this much 
needed caution. It is NEV-
ER proper to manipulate 
people by employing purely 
emotional appeals. 
	 The TRUTH of the 
scripture is more than ad-
equate to produce a proper 
and lasting response. 
	 The proof of a good 

handle is always found af-
ter the sermon. Whenever 
someone says, “I felt like 
you were talking directly 
to me,” I know the message 
connected with them by 
providing a handle. 
	 Better yet is when some-
one contacts you during the 
week to let you know they 
have used the handle. 
	 Whatever it might be, 
you know that you have 
shared a good handle. The 
Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
powerful. 
	 As Christ’s messengers, 
it is our task to share the 
message in such a way that 
the hearers will know how 
to assimilate the words into 
their lives. 
	 When we accomplish 
that task, we know we are 
faithful to our calling and 
have developed a good han-
dle for our hearers.
	 When God’s word is 
properly exegeted and de-
clared, the results are last-
ing. When God produces the 
response he clearly states 
that he will complete what 
he has begun:
	 Philippians 1:6:  And I 
am sure of this, that he who 
began a good work in you 
will bring it to completion 
at the day of Jesus Christ.
	 So, is there a “so what” 
moment where you wor-
ship?

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. - Uni-
versity of Alabama student 
Tom Weaver, a graduate of 
West Point High School, 
had a musical composition 
performed by UA's Con-
temporary Ensemble at the 
"Composers Present" event 
April 12 in the concert hall 
of the Moody Music Build-
ing on the UA campus. 
	 The title of the work was 
"Kaiwa," the first move-
ment of his woodwind trio, 
for flute, clarinet and piano 
(world premiere).
	 The UA Contemporary 
Ensemble in the School of 
Music, College of Arts and 
Sciences, is committed to 
performing the music of the 
20th and 21st centuries, in-
cluding masterworks by es-
tablished composers, music 
by emerging composers and 
the music of UA student and 
faculty composers.
	 Striving to present this 
body of art at an exception-
ally high level, the ensem-
ble aims to endow student 
performers with a strong 
foundation of knowledge 
for this canon of musical lit-
erature, to enlarge the audi-
ence for contemporary art 
music and to generate new 
opportunities for its perfor-
mance. 
	 The ensemble is dedi-
cated to encouraging and 
nurturing the music and ca-
reers of the composers and 
performers of today.

Always Reforming: How 
to listen to a sermon (8)

West Point 
grad Tom 
Weaver’s 
composition 
performed 
at UA’s 
'Composers 
Present' 
concert
Richard LeComte
Tribune Contributor

Tom FIllinger
Tribune Columnist
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Sharon Rae Kuhlmeyer 
Joiner, 73 of Addison, 

entered into rest on 
Friday, April 12, 2019 at 

her residence surrounded 
by her loving family.

Mrs. Joiner was born on 
October 24, 1945 in Arkansas 

City, Kansas. Sharon was a 
member of Central Christian 

Church in Arkansas City, 
Kansas for 19 years and after 

moving to Kentucky, she 
attended Floating Church. 
She was a 1963 graduate of 
Arkansas City Kansas High 
School and went to Cowley 

County Junior College. Sharon 
worked as a waitress at a 

bowling alley in Arkansas City, 
as a nurse's aide at Halstead 
Kansas Hospital, and a co-

owner at JB's BBQ in Addison, 
Alabama. Above all she enjoyed 

spending time with her 
children and grandchildren. 
She loved her cat Miss Priss. 

Sharon is survived by her 
sons, Chris Kuhlmeyer and 

his girlfriend Belinda Turner, 
John Kuhlmeyer and his 

wife Robyn; daughter, Pam 
Wilkins and her husband 
Tony; step brothers, Mike 

Dailey, Steve Dailey and his 
wife Suzannah, Terry Dailey; 
and sister, Debbie Wood and 

her husband Gary. She was 
"Grandma" to 7 grandchildren, 

Derrick Garity, Ryan Garity, 
Danyle Kuhlmeyer, Jeremy 

(Britney) Wilkins, Holly 
(Jake) Lee, Justin Kuhlmeyer, 

and Logan Wilkins. She was 
preceded in death by her 1st 
husband, Paul Kuhlmeyer, 
2nd husband, Mike Joiner; 

father, Jack Raymond Dailey; 
mother, Dora Mae Dailey; 

step mother, Rose Dailey; and 
step brother, Jack W. Dailey.

Junior Blalock, 83, of 
Huntsville formerly of 

Cullman, passed away on 
Friday, April 12, 2019. His 

family will receive friends on 
Wednesday, April 17, 2019 at 
Moss Service Funeral Home 
from noon until 2 p.m. The 
Celebration of Life Service 

will begin immediately 
following visitation at 2 

p.m. in the Chapel with Rev. 
Charles Maples officiating. 

Burial will be held at Cullman 
City Cemetery. Mr. Blalock 

worked at Kuhns many 
years ago and later retired 

from at Nicholson Files. He 
loved playing his guitar and 
singing gospel, country and 
bluegrass music. He and his 
wife; Darlene, had pet birds 

that he loved and enjoyed. Mr. 
Blalock is preceded in death 

by his parents: Tom and Dellie 
Blalock; daughter, Marie 

Sullins; Sister, Irene Welch; 
brothers: Huey Blalock, Alvis 

Blalock and half-brother, 
Leach Shelton. He leaves to 

cherish his memories his wife, 
Darlene Blalock; daughter, 

Rita Bell; grandsons: Jeremy 
(Amanda) Hyatt and Casey 

(Molly) Bell; great grandsons: 
Garrett Hyatt and Lane Hyatt; 

sister, Inez Ayers; brothers: 
JD Blalock, Charles Blalock, 
WT Blalock; half-brothers; 
Freddie Shelton and John 
Robert Smith and a host of 

nieces, nephews and cousins.

Bonnie Virginia Blackwood 
of Cullman, passed away at 
her residence surrounding 

by her family on Friday, 
April 12, 2019 at the age 
of 93. She is preceded in 

death by her parents: John 
Elbert and Lily Pearl Rainey 

McBrayer; husband John 
“Hunky” Blackwood; son, 

Jimmy Blackwood; son-in-
law, J.C. Cook; sister, Versie 
Hembree and brother, Herl 

McBrayer. She leaves to 
cherish her memory her 

daughter, Connie Cook; son, 
Tommy (Shiela) Blackwood; 

daughter-in-law, Linda 
Blackwood; grandchildren: 

Johnny (Chrystie) Cook, 
Keith Blackwood, Malorie 

Blackwood (Wesley) 
Campbell and Leah (Casey) 

Mitchell; great grandchildren: 
Stephanie Cook, Jennifer 

Blackwood, Karlie Cook and 
Lathan Cook; brother, Coy 

(Jean) McBrayer and sister-
in-law, Joann McBrayer.

Funeral services for Mary 
Lou Crigger, 83 of Cullman, 
will be 1 p.m. Tuesday, April 

16, 2019 at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
with Interment at Flint 

Creek Cemetery. Rev. Floyd 
Bradford and Jerry Freeman 

officiating. Mrs. Crigger passed 

away Friday, April 12 at her 
residence. She was born JUly 

16, 1935 in West Virginia to 
James and Nora Talbert.

She is survived by her 
Husband, L. Clinton Crigger, 
Children: Beth (Irv) Grant of 
Clarkshill, SC, Clint (Judith) 
Crigger II of Manassas, VA, 
Greg (Vanessa) Crigger of 

Chipley, FL, and Danny 
(Wendy) Crigger of Warrior, 

AL. Grandchildren: Stephanie 
(Matt) Platt, Lee Clinton 
Crigger III, Luke Crigger, 

Hope Crigger, Seth Crigger, 
Isaiah Crigger, Abigail 

Crigger, Samuel Crigger, 
James Crigger, John Crigger, 
Michael (Brittany) Crigger, 
Justin (Lacinda) Litz, Katie 

Fleming, Stephen(Casey) 
Crigger, Dalton Crigger. Great-

Grandchildren: Madison, 
Rosie Platt, Ava, Shyler (is 
on the way), MollyGrace, 
Kaden, Zander, Decklin, 

Tucker, Chase Allen, Nevaeh, 
Collin, Hunter, Braxton, 
Tripp, and Ali. Visitation 
will be Tuesday, April 16, 

from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. prior 
to the service at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home.

Fred Ingram, age 92, of 
Oneonta passed away April 

14, 2019 at St. Vincent's 
Blount Hospital. He was 

born February 7, 1927 to the 
late Clinton L. and Clara Nix 

Ingram. Mr. Ingram held a 
Bachelors' of Science and 
a Master's of Art from the 
University of Alabama. He 
served in the United States 

Navy from March 1951 until 
March 1955. He retired 

from the Social Security 
Administration and owned and 
operated Eureka Antique and 
Collectible Shop in Oneonta 

for many years. He is survived 
by nieces and nephews Lou 

Ashworth of Huntsville, 
Sandra Watson (Rick) of 
Bremen, Linda Flackus 

(Duane) of Beavercreek, 
Oregon, Harry Moore 

(Martha) of Birmingham, John 
Ingram (Pam) of Oneonta, 
and Ron Ingram (Dianna) 
of Richland, Washington 

and special care givers Allen 
Thrasher and Ann Beaird 
of Oneonta.  A memorial 

service will be held at Oak 

Hill Cemetery on Tuesday, 
April 16, 2019 at 2 p.m. with 
Bro. Bob Bryant officiating. 
Lemley Funeral Home and 

Crematory Directing.

Johnnie Mae Pee, 83, of 
Remlap, AL., was born on 
August 4, 1935 to the late 
Johnny Walter and Merle 

Cheek Pee in Louisiana.  She 
passed away on April 14, 

2019 at St. Vincent's Blount 
Hospital.  She is survived 

by her sister Juanita Cozad 
(Sonny) of Remlap and brother 
Fred Pee (Karen) of Hamilton, 
Indiana. The family will have a 
private memorial held at a later 

date. Lemley Funeral Home 
and Crematory directing.

Coy Wallace Lauderdale, 
Jr, 74, of Haleyville entered 

into rest on April 14, 2019. Mr. 
Lauderdale was born October 
26, 1944 to Thelma Inez and 
Coy Wallace Lauderdale, Sr. 

There are no services planned 
at this time. Coy is survived by 
his wife of 56 years Ellie Marie 

Lewis-Lauderdale; daughter, 
Connie (Tom) Martello; 

one granddaughter, Carly 
Martello Waid; one great-

grandson, Cameron Samuel 
Waid; and sisters, Delartis 
Brakefield and Marquetta 

Lauderdale. He was preceded 
in death by his parents Coy 

and Thelma Lauderdale; 
daughter, Samantha Amanda 
Lauderdale; brothers, Wayne 

and Randall Lauderdale; 
and sister, Ivorene Norris.

George Norton Nassar passed 
away on Thursday, April 11, 

2019, at his residence. He was 
born March 7, 1927, to George 

and Bathsheba Nassar. He 
is preceded in death by his 

parents, two sisters, and three 
brothers. Survivors include 
his wife, Barbara Ferguson 
Nassar; daughters, Georgia 

Nassar and Leslie Nassar; son, 
David Nassar; stepdaughters, 

Sherry (Jim) Miller and 
Kimberly (Stephen) Siegel; 
stepsons, Michael Ferguson 

and Adam (Kassie) Ferguson; 
and a host of grandchildren, 
great-grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, family, and friends. 

A memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

Obituary Announcements: April 10 - 15
presented by

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman 
Funeral Home

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Foundation Gala recognizes Papapietro, Echols, Hoover, Quattlebaum
CULLMAN, Ala. - The 
Cullman Regional Foun-
dation held its 18th annual 
Gala Saturday evening at 
the Cullman Civic Center. 
The Gala is Cullman Re-
gional’s largest fundraiser. 
In addition to dinner, danc-
ing and auctions, the event 
featured the presentation 
of The H.C. Arnold Human-
itarian Award, which recog-
nizes a local humanitarian 
for his or her contributions 
in advancing health care for 
the community, 
	 The Herman C. Ensor 
Award, which is given to 
a physician on the Cull-
man Regional medical staff 
recognizing excellence in 
medical care, the Commit-
ment to a Cause Award and 

the Spirit of Volunteerism 
Award. 
	 Dr. Jim Hoover present-
ed the 2019 H.C. Arnold 
Humanitarian Award to Dr. 
Silvio Papapietro. 
	 According to the Foun-
dation, “Dr. Papapietro, an 
interventional cardiolo-
gist, has been instrumen-
tal in serving the medical 
community since the mid-
1980s.
	 "He has been a dedicat-
ed physician always giving 
back to his patients in the 
Cullman community."
	 Dr. Bill Peinhardt pre-
sented the 2019 Dr. Her-
man C. Ensor Award for 
Excellence in Medical Care 
to Dr. Jonathan Echols, 
who accepted the posthu-
mous honor on behalf of 
his father, the late Dr. Bob 
Echols. 

	 "Dr. Echols practiced 
emergency in Cullman 
since 1995.
	 "Dr. Echols served in nu-
merous roles at the medical 
center and was dedicated 
to improving the quality of 
care for the Cullman area," 
shared the Foundation.
	 Champ Crocker pre-
sented the Commitment to 
a Cause Award to Pepper 
Hoover, who, said the Foun-
dation, received the award 
"for her efforts in advancing 
the nursing profession in 
our community ant at Wal-
lace State Community Col-
lege."
	 Lastly, Stephanie Jow-
ers presented the Spirit 
of Volunteerism Award to 
Shirley Quattlebaum “for 
her involvement with the 
Bownes Memorial For Kids' 
Sake Variety Show."

Dr. Jonathan Echols speaks after accepting the 
posthumous 2019 Dr. Herman C. Ensor Award for 
Excellence in Medical Care on behalf of his father, the 
late Dr. Bob Echols, as Dr. Bill Peinhardt looks on.

MAGGIE DARNELL/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Maggie Darnell
maggie@cullmantribune.com
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DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*Notates all rebates applied, must have ‘99 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

NEW YEAR, NEW SAVINGS, ONLY AT BILL SMITH!

LIST $26,090

SALE $16,095*
STK#94118

2019 BUICK ENCORE
Preferred FWD

LIST $49,465

SALE $37,295*
STK#94075

2019 BUICK ENCLAVE ESSENCE
FWD

LIST $37,100

SALE $24,795*
STK#84247

2018 BUICK REGAL TOURX
Preferred AWD

LIST $78,660

SALE $64,895*
STK#97073

2019 GMC YUKON XL
2WD 4dr Denali

LIST $39,105

SALE $28,177*
STK#97272

2019 GMC TERRAIN
FWD SLT

LIST $48,040

SALE $38,195*
STK#97650

2019 GMC SIERRA 1500
Double Cab Standard Box 4-Wheel Drive Elevation

LIST $32,780

SALE $23,795*
STK#97584

2019 GMC CANYON
Crew Cab Short Box 2-Wheel Drive SLE

LIST $31,560

SALE $21,796*
STK#94117

2019 BUICK REGAL
Sportback Preferred FWD

LIST $37,995

SALE $26,995*
STK#94165

2019 BUICK CASCADA
2dr Convertible Sport Touring

Cullman Electric Co-op lets kids 
get hands-on with heavy equipment
CULLMAN, Ala. – The 
Cullman County Elec-
tric Cooperative (CCEC) 
on Saturday assembled 
some heavy equipment at 
the Cullman County Fair-
grounds for its Touch-A-
Truck event.  Vehicles and 
construction equipment 
from the CEC were joined 
by many more from the 
Cullman Power Board, , 
Ready Mix USA, Kent Log-
ging, Wallace State Commu-
nity College, Cullman EMS, 
the Cullman County Sher-
iff ’s Office and the Cullman, 
Hanceville, Logan, Crane 
Hill, Trimble and Cold 
Springs fire departments. 
	 James R. Smith Truck-
ing brought a tractor-trailer 
rig with a trailer advertis-
ing the company’s stance 
against human trafficking, 
and R.E. Garrison Truck-
ing displayed its newest 
wrapped truck which sa-
lutes law enforcement.  A 
big attention-getter for 
many kids--and quite a few 
grownups--was the arrival 
and landing of the Air Evac 
Lifeteam helicopter.
	 CCEC Communica-
tions Manager Brian Lacy 
told The Tribune, “We’ve 
seen touch-a-trucks, you 
see events like it all over 
the country.  And we at 
the co-op were looking for 
something to do just as a 

fun community event in 
the spring, and nobody else 
around Cullman was doing 
anything quite like this, so 
we thought, ‘Well, let’s pick 
up the ball and run with it.’  
So that’s what we decided to 
do.
	 “Back in February we 
started making some phone 
calls and inviting some peo-
ple out.  We really wanted 
to have a big emphasis on 
our first responders, so we 
reached out to the city law 
enforcement, the sheriff ’s 
office with the county, all 
of the volunteer fire depart-
ments, and invited all of 
them to come to this.  And 

then we kind of just started 
reaching out to a few busi-
nesses and folks like that, to 
bring some of the other big 
equipment and trucks that 
you see out here. And we got 
a pretty good turnout!”
	 As a drizzling rain began 
to fall on the fairgrounds, 
Lacy continued, “We didn’t 
know what to expect; it’s the 
first year that we’ve done 
this. 
	 "We thought, ‘Well, let’s 
just do it and we’ll see what 
happens.’ And the weath-
er’s been OK, but we’ve had 
a decent turnout, so we’re 
pretty happy with that.  It’s 
been a pretty fun day.”

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

A young visitor enjoys “operating” a 
piece of heavy equipment at Saturday’s 
Touch-A-Truck event, organized by the 
Cullman County Electric Cooperative.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE


