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CULLMAN, Ala. – The Cullman 
County Courthouse on Monday 
officially welcomed its newest 
officer, Brooksie, a 2-year-old fe-
male labradoodle trained by Ser-
vice Dogs Alabama (SDA).  
	 SDA head trainer Ashley Tay-
lor, who delivered Brooksie to 
Circuit Judge Gregory Nicholas 
Monday afternoon, told The Tri-
bune:
	 “She’s fully trained.  She’s 
trained to pick up on stress and 
anxiety.  She’ll do a couple of 
different things: she’ll lean up 
against the person, she’ll put 
her head in their lap for them 
to stroke her while they’re on 
the stand or testifying.  And she 
knows over 50 commands.”
	 Brooksie will “work” at the 
courthouse in several different 
courts, as well as the Child Advo-
cacy Center and other programs.  
She will spend her off time at 
Judge Nicholas’s home. Taylor 
supervises a two-year program to 

develop dogs for various forms of 
work, including diabetic service, 
seizure alert, stability/balance, 
wheelchair assistance, autism 
anxiety interception and PTSD 
episode response.  
	 In an interesting twist, 18 
months of the dogs’ training is 
done by Alabama inmates under 
SDA supervision.  That’s right: 
folks in prison for committing 
crimes are working in a program 
to help crime victims. 
	 And it’s good for everyone: 
SDA reports on its website that 
not a single inmate involved in 
its training program, who has 
subsequently been released, has 
yet returned to prison. Training 
service dogs in prison over a pe-
riod of time, according to SDA, 
improves life skills including 
parenting, self-control, anger 
and emotion management, com-
munication skills, teamwork, 
compassion and purpose.
	 SDA was the first organiza-
tion to place a dog in an Alabama 
court, sending a service dog 
named Kit Kat to Dale County in 

Oct. 2015. 
	 The group’s dogs are cur-
rently in use around Alabama 
in courthouses, schools (where 
their use has been shown to re-
duce isolation of special needs 
students and improve academic 
performance and grades) and as 
personal service animals. 
	 In fact, this court came into 
contact with SDA through a Cull-
man County veteran who has a 
PTSD service dog, and one pre-
vious candidate for Cullman’s 
court dog was placed with an au-
tistic child in the county.
	 The dogs are trained to sense 
increasing heart rate, blood 
pressure and other indicators 
that their assigned human’s 
stress levels are getting out of 
control, and respond with subtle 
distraction techniques like nose 
nudges or putting their heads in 
the human’s lap to help ground 
them and pull them out of panic 
attacks and other negative stress 
reactions. 
	 As traumatized victims- es-
pecially children- testify in 

court, according to Taylor, “The 
dog ’s laying their head in their 
lap and letting them pet the dog 
helps them. You know, it doesn’t 
feel like someone’s staring at you 
when you’re having to retell all 
these things.
	 “They, a lot of times, will say 
the person is looking down the 
whole time at the dog, stroking 
the dog, and it’s a little bit easier 
for them to get the words out. 
	 “You do not get them hav-
ing panic attacks as much. They 
typically are giving way more 
details because they feel at ease; 
you know, their anxiety is being 
relieved, and it’s easier for them.  
They feel like they’re talking to 
the dog, and obviously a dog is 
not judgmental.” 
	 Cullman has been on the 
waiting list for a facility dog for 
more than six months.  As late 
as last week, the county was 
still looking at up to two more 
months, but SDA felt like Brooks-
ie was ready, so they brought her 
on in.  She is the third facility dog 
placed in a court-

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

– FEATURE –

COURT DOG! 
Meet Brooksie, the Cullman County Courthouse’s new facility dog

Circuit Judge Gregory Nicholas poses with the court’s newest 
officer, Brooksie, a 2-year-old labradoodle.
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Falkville woman 
killed in crash 
near Vinemont

VINEMONT, Ala. – A single-vehi-
cle crash at 7:25 a.m. Sunday, July 7 
claimed the life of a Falkville woman, 
according to Alabama State Troopers.
	 Shelly Dawn Woods, 47, was killed 
when the 2001 Nissan Pathfinder she 
was driving left the roadway on County 
Road 1435 and overturned. Woods was 
pronounced dead at the scene.
	 Troopers said the crash occurred 6 
miles north of Vinemont.
	 Nothing further is available as State 
Troopers continued to investigate.

Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com

LIFESTYLE

Dorothy Newell 
Rice crowned 
2019 Lady Liberty

From left to right are 
Mary Ellen Jones, Dorothy 
Newell Rice, Wanda Raines 
and Edith Davis.
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» PAGE 6

Tribune brings home 6 APA 
awards, announces move 
from 3 to 5 days per week

Left to right are Cullman 
Tribune Sports Editor 
Nick Griffin, Publisher 
Noah Galilee and Reporter 
Christy Perry.
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PET OF THE WEEK
Spend your weekends with Bernie

Bernie
CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

» PAGE 5» PAGE 6
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
July 9 - 11

TUESDAY, JULY 9
Cullman County Commission 
Meeting
10 a.m. in the commission meet-
ing room at the Cullman County 
Courthouse

Lunch at the VFW
Everyone come to Tuesday’s 
lunch at the VFW Post in Cull-
man. Starts at 11:30, $5 per plate. 
We have carryout if you can’t stay 
and eat with us. We always have a 
great time. Love to see new folks 
and enjoy the usual group. See 
you on Tuesday! 112 Veterans Dr. 
SW in Cullman

TOPS Meeting
• TOPS - Take Off Pounds Sensi-
bly- meets every Tuesday at the 
Donald E. Green Senior Center, 
1625 Cleveland Ave. SW Cullman
• Weigh-in 3-3:30 p.m.
• Meeting 3:30-4:30
• Contact- Candy Wachter 256-
338-1272
• Facebook- TOPS AI0073 Cull-
man

Vinemont Town Council Meet-
ing
6 p.m. at Vinemont Town Hall

Colony Town Council Meeting
6 p.m. at Colony Town Hall

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10
Yoga at the Library
• Every Wednesday from 11:30 
a.m.-12:30 p.m.
• Cullman County Public Library, 
200 Clark St. NE ,Cullman, AL 
35055
•Bring your own mat, strap and 
block. These items are optional.

THURSDAY, JULY 11
Hanceville City Council Meet-
ing
6 p.m. at Hanceville City Hall

Dodge City Town Council Meet-
ing
6 p.m. at Dodge City Town Hall

UPCOMING….
2nd Fridays- July 12
• Who’s ready for 2019 2nd Fri-
days round two?! This month we 
have some awesome bands ready 
to rock the streets of Down-
town Cullman, including Jake 
Robertson & The BamaCountry 
Band, Avenue G Band and Kent 
Duchaine. So bring your air gui-
tars and come jam out with us!
• Activities include: Kids’ Zone, 
Antique and Classic Car Cruse-
In, Artist Alley, Farm Y’all Cull-
man, Depot Park featuring Ladies 
Night in the Park, Goat Yoga, 
Sips n Strokes Cullman class, 
traditional beginner yoga, food 
demonstration, Cake Walk, Food 
Truck Alley and extended hours 
for participating Cullman Ware-
house District businesses
• The festivities will begin at 5 
p.m. and wind down at 10 p.m. 
Admission to 2nd Fridays is free, 
but don’t forget to bring your 
wallets to support local eateries, 
vendors, merchants, artist and 
farmers! We encourage attendees 
to bring their own chairs, as well, 
for your comfort. We are excited 
to see you there!

Pets on Parade
• Happening at the Cullman Area 
Chamber of Commerce and Cull-
man Downtown Merchants Asso-
ciation 2nd Fridays Celebration- 
Friday, July 12 at 6 p.m.
• Along First Avenue SE/NE be-
tween the Busy Bee Cafe and Fes-
thalle, and other select locations 
downtown
• Bring your pets! To enter the pet 
parade, call 256-682-1501. Entry 
fee $5 or donation of pet food for 
Cullman County Animal Shelter.

127th Annual Cullman County 
Courthouse Singing Conven-
tion
• This Saturday and Sunday, 
July 13-14, Cullman will cele-
brate what has become a unique 
tradition in Alabama: the state’s 
last regular courthouse singing 
convention. Singers from all over 
the state, across the country, and 
even overseas will fill the Cull-
man County Courthouse’s district 
courtroom for the 127th install-
ment of a local crossroads of faith 
and arts that began in 1893. Sing-
ers, listeners and the public are 
invited to attend.
• July 13-14, 2019, starting at 
9 a.m. Saturday with a potluck 
lunch around noon, and 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday
• Cullman County Courthouse, 
500 Second Ave. SW (Hwy. 31) in 
Cullman
• Second floor District Court-
room of Judge Kim Chaney
• For convention veterans: Bring 
your 1991 Denson book.
• For newcomers: They’ve got 

books you can borrow.

Olen F. and Clara Blackwood 
Bishop Annual Family Reunion
The Olen F. and Clara Blackwood 
Bishop Annual Family Reunion 
will be held Saturday, July 13, 
2019 at the Berlin Community 
Center (located 5 miles east of 
Cullman at 3309 Highway 278 
East, Cullman, AL 35055).  Please 
bring your favorite covered dish 
to share - lunch will be at noon.  
Visiting will begin at 10 a.m.

Davenport Reunion
The Davenport reunion will be 
Sunday, July 14 at the Moody 
Center in Hanceville, AL. Please 
bring a covered dish and enjoy 
food, family and fellowship. 

Fairview High School Class of 
1974 Reunion
The Fairview High School Class 
of 1974 will have its 45-year class 
reunion Saturday, July 20 at 5m 
p.m. at Whispering Cedars, 1244. 
County Road 730, Cullman, AL 
35055. We will receive donations 
only for this evening of fun, fel-
lowship and food. Casual dress. 
See you there. For info, contact 
Ray Hulen Wren at 256-412-
7238.

West Point High School Class of 
1962 Reunion 
The West Point High School 
Class of 1962 will hold its 57-year 
reunion Saturday, July 27 from 
1:30-4 p.m. at the Brandin’ Iron 
in West Point. For more informa-
tion, call 256-747-6883.

Vinemont High School Class of 
1972 47-Year Reunion
The Vinemont High School Class 
of 1972 will hold its 47-year re-
union Saturday, July 13 at 11 
a.m. in the Florida Room at The 
Shrimp Basket in Cullman. Call 
Jolene Gamble Bethke at 256-
612-7201 or Linda Williams Skin-
ner at 256-595-7808 for more 
information.

Grace Episcopal Church VBS
Grace Episcopal Church VBS in-
vites all pre-K through fifth grad-
ers to join us as we learn, create, 
play and sing about God’s love 
shown to us through the story of 
Joseph “The Merciful Dreamer” 
Monday, July 15 through Thurs-
day, July 18, 5:30-7:30 p.m. each 
evening. There is no cost and no 
strings for your children to par-
ticipate. To register, go to www.
GraceChurchCullman.org and 
click on the VBS link at the bot-
tom of the front page. Grace Epis-
copal Church, 305 Arnold St. NE, 
Cullman, 256-734-6212. 

Christmas in August Kickoff 
Event
The annual Christmas in Au-
gust Kickoff Event will be held 
Wednesday, July 31 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Northside Baptist Church (1310 
Katherine St. NW ). Every year, 
the West Cullman Baptist church-
es collect and fill backpacks for 
underprivileged children. This 
year, the backpacks will be de-
livered to the Mississippi River 
Ministry. The kickoff program 
includes Christmas music, a skit, 
a video of area that will receive 
backpacks, how to fill a backpack 
and speaker Jonathan Reid of 
Sardis Baptist Church. Pizza will 
be served following the program. 
All ages are welcome to attend! 
Contact 256-620-0828 for more 
information and to RSVP.

85th Annual Sandlin Reunion 
• Cold Springs Community Cen-
ter; 8821 County Road 109, Bre-
men, AL 35033 
• Saturday, Aug. 3, from 10 a.m.-
3 p.m.
• Bring covered dish and drinks; 
plates, cups, napkins, forks and 
ice provided. 
• Invite your Sandlin relatives. 
• Chairman: Dr. Randall Sandlin; 
Secretary: Patsy Sandlin Medlock 
• Contact: Anita Sandlin Glov-
er, 1283 Highland Lakes Trail, 
Birmingham, AL 35242, pat-
symedlock@bellsouth.net, 205-
995-7988 (home), 205-915-1870 
(cell) 
• Let’s conserve postage! Please 
email me your email address. If 
you don’t have an email address, 
invitations will be sent via U.S. 
mail. Thanks! 
• Directions: Interstate 65, Exit 
299 toward Dodge City/Jasper, 
take AL-69 South (approximately 
14 miles). Turn RIGHT on CR-
54. At 1st STOP sign, turn RIGHT 
on CR-109. At the STOP Sign at 
Cold Springs High School, turn 
RIGHT. Less than ¼ mile, Cold 
Springs Community Center is on 
the RIGHT! 
• Sandlin Chapel & Cemetery are 
off AL-69S.
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Fire destroys cottage at Stone Bridge Farms
CULLMAN, Ala. – Multiple 
agencies responded to a fire 
at Stone Bridge Farms ear-
ly Sunday evening, where 
a cottage in the northeast 
corner of the property had 
caught fire. 

	 Firefighters from 
Hanceville Fire and Res-
cue, Cullman Fire Rescue, 
Johnson’s Crossing Volun-
teer Fire Department and 
Berlin Volunteer Fire De-
partment, along with per-
sonnel from Cullman EMS, 
Hanceville Police and the 
Cullman County Sheriff ’s 

Office worked the scene, 
which was already heavi-
ly involved when the first 
crews arrived.  
	 Though the cottage was 
a complete loss, firefight-
ers contained the blaze and 
prevented it from spreading 
to the large grassy field and 
farmland surrounding the 

structure.
	 Officers from Hancev-
ille and Cullman EMS con-
firmed that no one was in-
jured in the fire, and that 
all emergency responders 
were safe.

The cause of the fire is un-
der investigation.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Annual Back to School Sales Tax Holiday returns July 19-21

MONTGOMERY, Ala. – 
Alabama’s annual Back to 
School Sales Tax Holiday 
will take place July 19-21.
	 Cullman Economic De-
velopment Agency Retail 
Development Manager Su-
san Eller shared how this 
impacts Cullman, saying, 
“This is a great tax break for 
our citizens.
	 “I want to encourage ev-
eryone in Cullman to shop 
local and take advantage of 
this tax-free weekend.
	 “The local stores are 

the ones who support our 
schools, sports teams, aca-
demic teams, local charities 
and more.
	 “This is our opportunity 
to support them. Remem-
ber to ‘shop local’ not just 
during the sales tax holiday 
but all year long.”
	 Alabama’s 14th Annu-
al Back to School Sales Tax 
Holiday for school-related 
items is set for July 19-21.
	 During this time, from 
12:01 a.m. Friday, July 19, 
until midnight, Sunday, 
July 21, the state waives its 
four-percent sales tax on 
school-related supplies and 

clothing.
	 Throughout Alabama, 
more than 300 cities and 
counties throughout Ala-
bama will waive their local 
taxes as well.
	 Shoppers can check the 
list of participating coun-
ties and cities by visiting 
https://alabamaretail.org/
r e s o u r c e s / s a l e s t a x h o l i -
days/back-to-school/. 
	 Eller added, “Take this 
opportunity to visit a mer-
chant you may have never 
shopped at before.
	 “We think you can find 
everything you need right 
here at home.”

Exempt items include:
•	 clothing priced at $100 
or less per article of cloth-
ing
•	 school supplies valued 
at $50 or less per item
•	 books that cost $30 or 
less per book
•	 tables, laptops, comput-
ers and printers with a sell-
ing price of $750 or less

To view a more in-depth list 
of what is exempt and what 
is taxable, view the Alabama 
Department of Revenue’s 
visit https://alabamaretail.
org/resources/salestaxholi-
days/back-to-school/. 

Maggie Darnell
maggie@cullmantribune.com

EDUCATION
Vinemont’s Cooper participates in 21st Alabama Governor’s Youth Leadership Forum

MONTGOMERY, Ala. – 
Vinemont resident Emylee 
Cooper recently partici-
pated in the 21st annual 
Alabama Governor’s Youth 
Leadership Forum (YLF) 
on the campus of Troy Uni-
versity.
	 The five-day event – 
sponsored by the Alabama 
Department of Rehabil-
itation Services – seeks 
to equip high school stu-
dents with disabilities with 
valuable leadership skills 
through sessions on self-es-
teem, career exploration, 
technology, independent 
living and etiquette.
	 As part of the camp, the 
participants travel to Mont-
gomery to meet state lead-
ers. That trip also includes 
a tour of the Capitol and a 
mentor luncheon, where 
delegates interact with and 
receive advice from suc-
cessful adults with disabili-
ties.
	 YLF delegates are cho-
sen through a statewide 

search for students display-
ing leadership potential. 
	 Those selected repre-
sent the state’s demograph-
ics in terms of geography, 
gender, ethnicity and type 
of disability. To be eligible, 

an individual must be a high 
school junior or senior with 
a disability who is between 
17 and 21 years old.
	 Other sponsors of this 
year’s YLF included the 
Alabama Governor’s Com-

mittee on Employment of 
People with Disabilities, 
the Alabama Council on 
Developmental Disabilities, 
the Alabama Department 
of Mental Health and Troy 
University.

Rick Couch
Contributor

A cottage at Stone Bridge Farms burned early Sunday evening.
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Hanceville man charged after 
15 grams of meth found in car
CULLMAN, Ala. – Cull-
man County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice (CCSO) deputies on 
July 4 arrested Christo-
pher Shaunn Bell, 29, of 
Hanceville after 15 grams of 
methamphetamine were al-
legedly found in his vehicle 
following a traffic stop.	
	 According to a media re-
lease from the CCSO, a dep-
uty on patrol July 4 stopped 
Bell on U.S. Highway 31 near 

County Road 616 for a traf-
fic violation and discovered 
the vehicle Bell was driving 
had a switched tag.
	 During the stop, it was 
also discovered Bell had an 
active warrant with another 
law enforcement agency.  
	 After he was placed un-
der arrest on the active war-
rant deputies conducted a 
search of Bell’s vehicle and 
allegedly found approxi-
mately 15 grams of metham-
phetamine.
	 Bell was charged with 

possession with intent to 
distribute a controlled sub-
stance. He has made bond. 
	 “I am glad the deputies 
were able to arrest this sus-
pect and seize this much 
meth before it was distrib-
uted into our community,” 
said Sheriff Matt Gentry.  
	 “I would also like to 
point out this arrest was 
made on July 4, which 
shows the bad guys don’t 
care what day it is, they 
will still sell drugs, commit 
thefts and do other crimes, 

and I am very thankful for 
our deputies and all law en-
forcement that work during 
holidays to keep us safe.”

Wendy Sack 
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Christopher 
Shaunn Bell

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

RICK COUCH

Need Alterations? 
Hem Pants - $7   Patch - $5 

205-422-0331 
cherifashion.net

cherifashion24@yahoo.com 
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Alabama’s Back-to-School 
Sales Tax Holiday

*4% state sales tax waived statewide; cities and counties can opt into the tax holiday, for savings up to 10% on covered items

$100 or less 
per item of clothing  

(including diapers) or 
footwear

$50 or less 
per item for certain 

school supplies

NO SALES TAX ON:

$750 or less 
on single purchases of 
computers/computer 

equipment

$30 or less 
on any book.  

$50 or less on textbooks

alabamaretail.org/alabamasalestaxholidays

SHOP EARLY AND SAVE

JULY 19-21, 2019
3 DAYS ONLY! 

CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and inci-
dents reported June 8, 2019. 
All persons are innocent 
until proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = fail-
ure to appear

CULLMAN COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
July 3
•	 trespassing; CR 1360
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1214
•	 trespassing; CR 1485
•	 harassment; Chad Dr.
•	 failure to deliver title; 
Hwy. 69 S
•	 criminal mischief; CR 
704
•	 theft of property; CR 35
•	 burglary; CR 490
•	 theft of property; CR 
1435
•	 giving false name to law 
enforcement officer; CR 
940

July 4
•	 harassment; CR 315
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana, possession of 
drug paraphernalia; Smith 
Lake Park
•	 harassment, menacing, 
disorderly conduct, resist-
ing arrest; I-65, MM 314
•	 burglary; 1st St. Hancev-
ille
•	 theft of property; CR 
437
•	 theft of property; 
Tweety Lane Hanceville
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance, pos-
session of drug parapherna-
lia; CR 436
•	 resisting arrest, at-
tempting to elude; CR 1718
•	 attempting to elude; CR 
464
•	 theft of property; CR 109
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; Beech Ave. SE
•	 domestic violence, re-
sisting arrest; CR 386
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana, illegal posses-
sion of prescription drugs; 
I-65 SB, MM 318

July 5
•	 burglary; CR 68
•	 obstruction of justice, 
illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs; Hwy. 69 N
•	 unauthorized use of a 
motor vehicle; CR 616
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1251
•	 harassment; Griffin Dr.
•	 violation of a protection 
order; CR 1138
•	 criminal mischief; CR 
702
•	 burglary; CR 1625
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana, possession of 
drug paraphernalia; CR 781
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance; Hwy. 
157
•	 domestic violence; Hwy. 
278 E

July 6
•	 harassment; Hwy. 91
•	 domestic violence; CR 
702
•	 theft of property; CR 941
•	 harassment; CR 160
•	 theft of property; CR 
1663
•	 harassment; CR 1143
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 62

July 7
•	 illegal possession of pre-

scription drugs, possession 
of drug paraphernalia; Hwy. 
67, CR 1756
•	 harassment; CR 437
•	 burglary; CR 1141
•	 theft of property; CR 
623

ARRESTS
July 3
Bunt, Jamie Lee, 34
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- second-degree un-
lawful possession of mari-
juana

Conn, Nathaniel Brent, 38
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence – harass-
ment

Fanning, Johnathan Allen, 
39
•	 public intoxication

Hansen, Autumn Nicole, 
41
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence – harassment

Keller, Lee Matthew, 37
•	 probation violation – 
unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

July 4
Bell, Christopher Shaunn, 
29
•	 possession with intent 
to distribute a controlled 
substance

Cheatham, Nathan Ray, 27
•	 attempting to elude
•	 FTA- permitting dogs to 
run at large
•	 resisting arrest

Farr, Carles Matthew, 35
•	 second-degree burglary
•	 FTA- driving while re-
voked
•	 probation violation 
– second-degree theft of 
property

Foshee, Jennifer Joy, 44
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 public intoxication
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Jackson, Amanda Lynn, 34
•	 public intoxication

Johnson, Kelly Renay, 38
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription medicine
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Jones, Kelly Letitie, 36
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Kelley, Eric Dewayne, 33
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

King, Spencer Andrew, 31
•	 attempting to elude
•	 reckless driving

Mitchell, Brittain David, 
34
•	 public intoxication

Moore, Christina Johnson, 
42
•	 second-degree criminal 
trespassing (2 counts)

Murphey, Cheryl Lynn, 47
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence – harassment
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree promot-

ing prison contraband
•	 resisting arrest

Pace, Mark Anthony, 50
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence – harassment

Phillips, Jonathan Lee, 27
•	 resisting arrest
•	 FTA- first-degree theft 
of property

Reeves, Rachel Ann, 35
•	 chemical endangerment 
of a child

Sellers, Amber Deann, 36
•	 public intoxication

Stidham, Joshua Clint, 34
•	 third-degree assault
•	 disorderly conduct
•	 menacing
•	 resisting arrest

Washington, Pendilo Can-
dace, 42
•	 public intoxication

July 5
Bentley, Amanda Dawn, 41
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespassing
•	 public intoxication

Buckelew, Michael An-
drew, 31
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Jones, George Alan Jr., 54
•	 public intoxication

Netherton, Brandon 
Heath, 41
•	 obstruction – using false 
ID

Payne, Jason Wayne, 41
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Pope, Kristi Lynn, 54
•	 FTA- negotiating a 
worthless negotiable in-
strument

Poston, Kristy Lynn, 40
•	 Illegal possession of 
prescription medicine

Tucker, Weston Boyd, 18
•	 harassment

Wood, Danielle Rene, 27
•	 negotiating a worthless 
negotiable instrument

July 6
Baker, Zachary Chance, 22
•	 probation violation – at-
tempted breaking and en-
tering of a motor vehicle
•	 GJ- first-degree sexual 
abuse
•	 probation violation – 
first-degree theft of proper-
ty
•	 probation violation – 
unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance

Cole, Erica Ann Swell, 31
•	 second-degree assault
•	 attempted murder
•	 reckless endangerment

Elliott, Joshua Dustin 
Donnie, 35
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence – harass-
ment
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Evans, David Eric, 39
•	 probation violation – 
third-degree burglary (5 
counts)

Lacy, Kimberly Ann, 35
•	 FTA- second-degree 

burglary

Mooney, Clint Ronald, 40
•	 second-degree assault

Sivley, Joseph Bradley, 36
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence – reckless 
endangerment

Stone, Robert Allan Jr., 31
•	 FTA- public intoxica-
tion

July 7
Jones, Jennifer Renee, 38
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 illegal possession of 
prescription medicine (2 
counts)

Kincade, James Alton, 53
•	 public intoxication

Scruggs, Ben Cody, 32
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- possession with 
intent to distribute a con-
trolled substance
•	 FTA- first-degree un-
lawful possession of mari-
juana (not for personal use)
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of a controlled sub-
stance

Smalley, Bobby Shane, 33
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription medicine

CULLMAN POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
July 3
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Olive 
St. SW; general merchan-
dise; $64

July 5
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Alabama Farm 
Credit; unknown location; 
tag; $100
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Dollar General; 
4th St. SW; alcohol; $15
•	 third-degree theft of 
property; person; Ward Ave 
SW; cash; $900
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence; person; 6th St. SW
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Hwy 
157; tent; $27
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Dollar General; 
4th St. SW; general mer-
chandise; $35
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Hwy 
157; miscellaneous; $52

July 6
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Hwy 
157; general merchandise; 
$210
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence – harassment; per-
son; Town Square SW

July 7
•	 second-degree assault; 
person; Hickory Ave SW
•	 third-degree burglary; 
Seven Bark Dr. NW; dam-
aged door; $500

July 8
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; 278 Chevron; 
Hwy 278 W; general mer-
chandise; $28

ARRESTS
July 3
Harbison, Ann M., 35
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Hale, Daxton K., 20
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Eddy, Monika L., 29
•	 second-degree theft of 
property
•	 third-degree receiving 
stolen property
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Dasilva, Rachel M., 30
•	 second-degre receiving 
stolen property
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Mathis, Alan B., 39
•	 public intoxication

July 4
Turney, Aaron K., 28
•	 FTA- second-degree un-
lawful possession of mari-
juana
•	 FTA - possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Holliday, Jr., Vernon E., 30
•	 FTA- harassment

Phillips, Jonathan L., 27
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Burney, Colt W., 36
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

July 5
Oliver, Daniel M., 32
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence

Moore, Christina J., 42
•	 unlawful possession or 
receipt of a controlled sub-
stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Carbajal, Lazaro S., 35

•	 DUI

Blanton, Freda J., 43
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Trussell, Jerry L., 66
•	 DUI

Rhodes, Logan A., 23
•	 public intoxication

July 6
Chaney, Eddie W., 45
•	 DUI

Perkins, John D., 62
•	 public intoxication

Holliday, Jr., Vernon E., 30
•	 public intoxication

Greathouse, Bennie, 65
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence

Cotton, Christopher M., 24
•	 public intoxication
•	 third-degree domestic 
violence

Isbell, Matthew A., 36
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence
•	 FTA- driving while sus-
pended

July 7
Hobbs, Carol J., 34
•	 DUI

HANCEVILLE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.
CullmanTribune.com.

Maggie Darnell
maggie@cullmantribune.com

Arrests and incidents reported July 8

FOR SALE 
2013 Harley Davidson Road Glide Ultra 

$10,000 Firm Contact: 256-590-1770 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

2172 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055
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Cold Springs’ Maddie Mitchell wins gold at FCCLA 
National Leadership Conference in Anaheim
BREMEN, Ala. – Members 
of Cold Springs High School 
Family, Career and Com-
munity Leaders of America 
(FCCLA) joined more than 
8,500 FCCLA student lead-
ers, members and advisers 
at the Anaheim Convention 
Center in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia June 28- July 5 for 
the annual FCCLA Nation-
al Leadership Conference 
(NLC). 
	 Cold Springs’ Maddie 
Mitchell participated in one 
of 30 family and consumer 
sciences-related competi-
tive events offered at NLC, 
including STAR (Students 
Taking Action with Recog-
nition) events.
	 These events support 
foundational, leadership 
and workplace skills in ar-
eas such as advocacy, culi-
nary arts and entrepreneur-
ship. 
	 Competing with more 
than 5,800 STAR Event par-
ticipants, Mitchell achieved 
gold in the “National Pro-
grams in Action” category.  
Mitchell’s advisor is Steph-
anie L. Blair from Cold 
Springs High School. 
	 While in California, 

Mitchell and Blair also ex-
perienced the 6.4 earth-
quake that hit southern Cal-
ifornia on Thursday, July 4. 
The pair was around 150 
miles away from the epicen-
ter, but still felt the earth-
quake in Anaheim.   
	 Said Blair, “All of a sud-
den I felt hot and thought 
I was going to be sick. I felt 
like I was swaying back and 
forth.  In truth, the whole 
hotel building was sway-
ing.” 
	 Blair said of the con-
ference: “The conference 
provided Cold Springs’ 
students opportunities for 
listening to inspiring speak-
ers, attending learning ses-
sions, competing on the na-
tional level and networking 
with other leaders. 
	 “The theme of this year’s 
conference was ‘Believe in 
Yourself,’ which inspired at-
tendees to discover the un-
limited possibilities within 
their reach while exploring 
career opportunities, devel-
oping leadership skills and 
growing personally while 
making difference in their 
families and communities. 
	 “Overall the FCCLA Na-
tional Leadership (Confer-
ence) was a success for Cold 
Springs High School.”

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Maddie Mitchell
STEPHANIE L. BLAIR

VALDOSTA, Ga. – Court-
ney Monroe, of Vinemont, 
has earned the Bachelor of 
Arts in English from Valdo-
sta State University.
	 Monroe was among 
more than 1,000 undergrad-
uate and graduate students 
who completed the require-
ments for their respective 
degrees during the Spring 

2019 semester.
	 “Graduation is a defin-
ing moment in every stu-
dent’s life,” said Doctor 
Richard A. Carvajal, presi-
dent of VSU.
	 “We are excited to pay 
tribute to the outstanding 
efforts of our spring grad-
uates and celebrate educa-
tion as the foundation upon 
which success is built. 
	 “These students have 
had to overcome any num-

ber of challenges to reach 
this point in their life’s 
journey.
	 “It is that very perse-
verance that protects and 
nurtures Blazer Nation’s 
100-plus-year-old tradition 
of academic, creative, ath-
letic, research, and service 
excellence.
	 “This celebration is not 
an ending but the begin-
ning of many great things to 
come.”

Established in 1906, Val-
dosta State University is a 
premier comprehensive uni-
versity that offers both the 
extensive academic, cultur-
al, and social opportunities 
of a major university and the 
small classes and close, per-
sonal attention of smaller 
institutions.
	 It boasts more than 100 
degree, certificate, and en-
dorsement programs on 
campus and online for un-

dergraduate and graduate 
students.
	 It also has a full menu of 
extracurricular activities, 
from national championship 
athletic and academic teams 
to honors organizations, 
sororities and fraternities, 
intramural sports, educa-
tional and service clubs, a 
symphony orchestra, art 
and theatre, research op-
portunities, and more. Even 
as underclassmen, students 

file patents on inventions 
and make life-changing sci-
entific discoveries, present 
at national and interna-
tional conferences, publish 
research in collaboration 
with their professors, work 
in campus-based clinics 
that benefit the community, 
live and learn at partner in-
stitutions around the globe 
through study abroad, and 
more. The possibilities are 
endless.

Jessica R. Pope
Contributor

EDUCATION

Vinemont’s Courtney Monroe earns degree from Valdosta State University

GREENVILLE, S.C. – The 
following Furman Univer-
sity students from the Cull-
man area are included on 

the Dean’s List for the 2019 
spring semester.
	 Furman’s Dean’s List is 
composed of full-time un-
dergraduate students who 
earn a grade point average 
of 3.4 or higher on a four-

point system.

•	 Graham Sanders, of 
Cullman, son of Lauren 
Sanders and Rodney Sand-
ers

Furman is a private, under-
graduate liberal arts and 
sciences university of 2,800 
students in Greenville, South 
Carolina. The university is 
noted for its rigorous aca-
demic program and strong 

faculty, and its 750-acre 
campus is widely recognized 
as one of the most beautiful 
in the nation. At the heart 
of the university’s academic 
experience is The Furman 
Advantage, a strategic plan 

that combines learning with 
immersive experiences out-
side the classroom, creating 
a personalized pathway that 
prepares students for lives of 
purpose, successful careers 
and community benefit.

Vince Moore
Contributor

EDUCATION

Furman University Spring 2019 Dean’s List

MARS HILL, N.C. – Jared 
Thomas Stanley, of Hancev-
ille, Alabama, is one of 333 

students named to Mars 
Hill University’s Honor Roll 
of the Academic Dean at the 
end of the Spring 2019 se-
mester. 
	 In order to qualify for 

the Dean’s List, students 
must earn a grade-point av-
erage of 3.5 on a minimum 
of 12 semester hours and 
also carry no grade below a 
C.

Mars Hill University is a 
premier private, liberal arts 
institution offering over 30 
baccalaureate degrees, as 
well as master’s degrees in 
criminal justice, elementary 

education, and management. 
	 Founded in 1856 by Bap-
tist families of the region, 
the campus is located just 20 
minutes north of Asheville 
in the mountains of western 

North Carolina.
	 The university’s 
Asheville Center for Adult 
and Graduate Studies is 
located on Airport Road in 
Arden.

Mike Thornhill 
Contributor

EDUCATION

Jared Thomas Stanley Named to Spring 2019 Dean’s List at Mars Hill University

Today we resume 
our focus on the 
One Another 
Commands of 

Scripture. How are you do-
ing? Has any of your con-
duct changed as a result 
of these articles? Remem-
ber, no transformation, no 
change = no regeneration. 
As the command we exam-
ine in this article makes 
clear, bearing with one an-
other demands a good dose 
of humility and repentance. 
Obedience to this com-
mand would prevent and/
or resolve a host of “church 
squabbles.”
	 Get a cold drink, make 

sure you are in a cool place.
	 Then ask the Holy Spir-
it to press deeply into your 
soul and require you to live 
with integrity on this vital 
aspect of your Journey to 
The Celestial City! After all, 
it is summer in Alabama!

Introduction – (This is 
an inter-active quiz – an-
swer these questions) 
1.  Why would the Apostle 
Paul command his readers 
to “bear with” one another?
2.  Has there ever been a 
time in your pilgrimage as 
a believer that you needed 
people to “bear with” you?
3.  How will you develop the 
essential maturity that en-
ables you to obey this com-

mand of Scripture?
4.  How will you know that 
you are equipped and ready 
to exercise obedience to 
this command?
5.  What will you expect in 
terms of outcome, response, 
as you obey this command?
 
Text: Be completely hum-
ble and gentle; be patient 
bearing with one another 
in love (Eph. 4:2)

Bearing with one another 
requires intentional focus 
and action that brings nur-
ture and encouragement to 
the recipient and glory to 
our God.

 
I.  Focus area #1 – be com-

pletely humble. 
ταπεινοφροσύνη - low-mind-
ed, base, which is from ta-
peinós, lowly, humble. Hu-
mility, lowliness of mind, 
the esteeming of ourselves 
small, inasmuch as we are 
so, the correct estimate of 
ourselves (Acts 20:19; Eph. 
4:2; Phil. 2:3; Col. 2:18, 23; 
3:12; 1 Pet. 5:5). For the 
sinner tapeinophrosúnē in-
volves the confession of his 
sin and a deep realization of 
his unworthiness to receive 
God’s marvelous grace. In 
the NT, as a quality of vol-
untary submission and un-
selfishness, humility is the 
opposite of arrogance & 
pride. The capacity to listen 
to the one we are too bear 
with.  

II. Focus area #2 – be gen-
tle. 
Πραΰτητος - as a quality of 
gentle friendliness gentle-
ness, meekness (as strength 
that accommodates to an-
other’s weakness), con-
sideration. This brings a 
sharper focus on the “life 
in community” that the one 
another commands require; 
bringing my strength to an-
other’s weakness with deep 
and abiding humility.
 

III. Focus area # 3 – be 
longsuffering. 
mακροθυμία - as a state of 
emotional quietness in the 
face of unfavorable circum-
stances patience, long-suf-
fering; (1) as patience under 

trial endurance, steadfast-
ness, (2) as constraint ex-
ercised toward others for-
bearance, patience (2C 6.6); 
(3) as God’s constraint of his 
wrath long-suffering, for-
bearance:
 
God has demonstrated this 
quality to you – will you do 
so for others? 
	 Romans 2:4 or do you 
presume on the riches of his 
kindness and forbearance 
and patience…
	 Do you consistently 
“bear with” others in the 
body of Christ as he has 
with you? 
	 Do you consistently 
‘bear with’ others in the 
body of Christ as He has 
with you?

OPINION

Always Reforming: Life in Community (10)
Tom Fillinger
Tribune Correspondent
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50th Anniversary

256-734-7828 |  621 2ND AVE. SW
IF YOU NEED US, CALL US, CULLMAN

Thank you to al l  of  our customers
and employees,  past  and present

With the Citizens Mobile App,

On-the-go banking is at 
your fingertips. 

223 2nd Ave SE | Cullman 
256-941-4600 
citizensbanktrust.com 
 

*Third party fees for data, messaging, 
Internet may apply.

We Wish Everyone A Very Merry Christmas! 
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105 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, Alabama 35055
256.735.4074
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FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!
• 40 ft. Lighted Ferris Wheel 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.
• Air Conditioned Petting Zoo
• “Thick as Thieves” band on stage
• Singers/Songwriters on street
• UTVs, Trucks and off road vehicles on display

MEET YOUR FAVORITE LOCAL MERCHANTS INCLUDING: 
Happy Tails Groom & Board, Hope Horses, Alliance of Therapy 

Dogs, Pet Depot and more!

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER ADOPTIONS AVAILABLE

BOWLING FOR BABIES!
Upcoming tournament to benefit First Source for Women

CULLMAN, Ala. – Over 
two upcoming weekends, 
the Cullman Bowling Cen-
ter will host “Bowling for 
Babies,” a fundraising 
mixed team tournament 
to benefit First Source for 
Women, a faith-based cen-
ter offering a wide range of 
services for pregnant wom-
en and new families.  
	 The tournament will 
take place at the Cullman 
Bowling Center, 1710 Tal-
ly Ho St. in Cullman on the 
weekends of July 20-21 and 
July 27–28.  Saturday start 
times will be 10 a.m. and 1 
p.m.  Sunday start times will 
be 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.
	 Tournament entry is 
$30 per person; pot entry is 
$5. The winner of the tour-
nament will receive $1,000.  
Door prizes include a three-
night stay in Gulf Shores 
and a YETI cooler.

Sanctioned tournament
Bowling for Babies may be 
a fundraiser, but it’s also 
going to see some serious 
bowling.  This tournament 
will be sanctioned by the 
United States Bowling Con-
gress (USBC).  For an on-
line guide to current USBC 
tournament regulations, 
download the official man-
ual at http://usbcongress.

h t t p . i n t e r n a p c d n . n e t /
u s b c o n g r e s s / b o w l / r u l e -
book/2018-2019Rulebook.
pdf. 

Immediate need for fund-
ing
First Source Director Cath-
erine Bethell told The Tri-
bune:
	 “First Source for Wom-
en is excited about partner-
ing with Cullman Bowling 
Center for our (inaugural) 
Bowing for Babies!  All pro-
ceeds from this event will 
go directly to First Source 
to help women in an un-
planned pregnancy.
	 “At First Source we use 
education and advocacy 
to give every mom and her 
baby the best possible start, 
from a free ultrasound and 
pregnancy test to a new 
baby bed, car seat, diapers, 
clothing, blankets and 
more.  The expectant mom 
will feel secure in the fact 
that they are loved and that 
we are there to help.
	 “Why are we having 
this event?  Because we 
are now at a pivotal point 
in the ministry due to an 
increased level of commu-
nity awareness, which has 
resulted in a greater influx 
of new clients in need of 
help.  To date we are on tar-
get to double the number of 
clients we served in 2018.  
Bowling for Babies is criti-

cal for funding in these slow 
summer months, so we can 
continue in our mission to 
protect the most vulnerable 
by sharing Christ and help-
ing women choose life for 
their unborn child.
	 “Please pray for this 
event and come out and join 
in the fun!”  
	 For more information or 
to register for the tourna-
ment, contact Brian Vance 
at the Cullman Bowling 
Center at 256-734-2600.
	 For more on First 
Source for Women or to 
make a donation, visit www.
firstsourceforwomen.org/ 
or www.facebook.com/
firstsourcecullman/.

At a glance
•	 “Bowling for Babies” 
USBC-sanctioned mixed 
team bowling tournament 
benefiting First Source for 
Women
•	 Cullman Bowling Cen-
ter, 1710 Tally Ho St. in 
Cullman 
•	 July 20-21 and July 27–
28.  Saturdays 10 a.m. and 1 
p.m.  Sundays 1 p.m. and 4 
p.m.
•	 Tournament entry $30 
per person; pot is entry $5.
•	 The winner of the tour-
nament will receive $1,000. 
•	 To register, contact Bri-
an Vance at the Cullman 
Bowling Center at 256-734-
2600.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. – Cull-
man County Animal Shelter 
volunteer Donna Ruttkay 
shares The Cullman Tri-
bune Pet of the Week:
	 Bernie is a 1-year-old 
basset hound/bully mix.  
He’s a laid-back, low- to 
medium-energy pet who’s 
submissive to his human 
and great on the leash.  He 
likes following his folks 
around and is quiet when in 
his kennel.  Ruttkay advises, 
though, that he’s “not a big 

fan of chickens.”
	 Bernie has the makings 
of a good therapy, emotional 
support or companion dog. 
Animal shelter staff and 
volunteers work with their 
dogs to make sure they are 
accustomed to being around 
people, walking on a leash 
and practicing good behav-
ior.  Several of the shelter’s 
dogs have even been “hired” 
to work as therapy and spe-
cial needs service dogs.  
	 Bernie’s adoption fee is 
$90 which includes: DHLPP 
vaccine, Bordetella vac-
cines, rabies vaccine, worm-

er, general exam at the vet, 
neutering, microchip, free 
30-day health insurance 
policy issued by 24Pet-
Watch (with valid email 
only) and a free bag of food 
from Cullman Pet Depot 
(you must pay sales tax).
	 Please consider adopt-
ing to give a rescued pet 
a chance at a happy and 
healthy life. Contact the 
Cullman County Animal 
Shelter at 256-734-5448 or 
visit them at 935 Convent 
Road NE. Reach them by 
email at cullmancountyan-
imalshelter@gmail.com.

Bernie (from Front)
W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com
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City of Cullman 
Building Inspection Department 

 
 

201 SECOND AVENUE, NORTHEAST 
P. O. BOX 278 

CULLMAN, ALABAMA  35056-0278 
(256) 775-7203 

 
 

 
 

City of Cullman 
Zoning Board of Adjustments 

 
 

On Monday, July 15, 2019, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M., at the regular 
meeting of the City of Cullman Zoning Board, a public hearing will be held to allow affected 
parties to voice their concerns related to the following items: 
 
 
 1. Appeal- Variance Request- Brunner Street NW & Cleveland Avenue NW 
 
 2. Appeal- Variance Request- 501 9th Avenue SE 
 
 3. Appeal- Conditional Use for Medical Facility- 910 24th Street SW 
 
 
For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman Building 
Department at 256.775.7203. 

 

 

CULLMAN, Ala. – Ten of 
the loveliest ladies in Cull-
man County competed lasts 
week at Westminster As-
sisted Living for the title 
of Lady Liberty 2019. This 
is the first year for the pag-
eant, and although the la-
dies admitted to being a bit 
nervous, all were exquisite 
as they competed in their 
beautiful gowns. 
	 Dorothy Newell Rice 
was selected by the judges 
as Lady Liberty. Edith Davis 
and Mary Ellen Jones tied 
for first runner-up.
	 All the pageant contes-
tants had a wonderful time 
and especially enjoyed and 
appreciated the cheers 
from the standing room-on-
ly crowd as they worked to 
impress the judges.

	 The ladies were escort-
ed to the stage by Delbert 
Freeman, Ronnie Jean, 
Royce Jean, Brad Smith and 
Louis Price. 

The contestants includ-
ed:
•	 Joyce Sparks- Her in-
terests include country 
music, collecting dolls and 
Christmas lights. 
•	 Barbara Flack- a gospel 
singer, talented pianist, and 
dancer who enjoys Elvis, 
Johnny Cash and The Beach 
Boys
•	 Della Starkey- With a 
master’s degree in English, 
she worked as an editor on 
Redstone Arsenal and brags 
about the time John F. Ken-
nedy and Neil Armstrong 
kissed her cheek. 
•	 Wynelle Duke- A retired 
teacher from Holly Pond, 
she loves being outside, en-

joying the birds and clouds. 
She also enjoys yawning 
during her daily exercises.
•	 Edith Davis- She loves 
gospel music, her family, 
trips to the beauty shop and 
outdoor strolls. Her favorite 
phrase is “You ain’t right!”
•	 Viva Johnson- Her tal-
ents include cooking and 
imitating bird whistles. She 
also loves her family, music 
and dancing. 
•	 Juanita Hunt- A mem-
ber of Mt. Vernon Primi-
tive Baptist Church, she is 
proud of her family and en-
joys playing Scrabble with 
her niece. 
•	 Landalean Jean- A Hol-
ly Pond native and gifted pi-
anist, she is able to play by 
ear and enjoys entertaining 
her Westminster neighbors. 
She also enjoys gardening 
and sewing. 
•	 Dorothy Newell Rice- 

She met the love of her life 
in 1947, she is a Cullman na-
tive and a retired cosmetol-
ogist. She is often described 
as the “life of the party.”
•	 Mildred Terrell- She is 
a retired school teacher who 
taught for more than 40 
years in Cullman County. 
She loves playing dominoes, 
sewing and embroidery. She 
has been a member of First 
Baptist Church in Cullman 
since 1964.
•	 Mary Ellen Jones- A 
graduate of the University 
of Alabama, she is a retired 
English teacher and a mem-
ber of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution. Even 
though she is 88, she said, “I 
feel like a spring chicken.”

After the show, family and 
friends posed for pictures 
with the participants.
	 The Tribune caught 

up with the new Ms. Lady 
Liberty as she posed for 
pictures with her beautiful 
flowers and sparkling tiara. 
	 Said Rice, “I had a great 
time. We all did.” 
	 Westminster Executive 
Director Wanda Raines 
hopes to have Rice in this 
year’s Cullman County Fair 
Parade.
	 Upon hearing that, Rice 
joked about practicing her 
“parade wave.”
	 Raines was pleased with 
the success of the pageant 
and said she hopes it be-
comes a yearly tradition. 
	 The pageant was coordi-
nated by Ashley Uptagrafft 
and Anita Whitlock.
	 All the contestants 
spent the morning being 
pampered and having hair 
and makeup done by the 
glam team of Jeanette Spee-
gle and Charity Knight.

	 Some of the beauties 
wore their own gowns and 
others wore gowns provided 
to them by The Better Store 
of Hanceville and Better 
Than Before. 
	 Hunt loved the dress 
chosen for her, saying, “We 
had the option to buy the 
dresses so I did. I plan on 
wearing it to church on 
Sunday.”
	 The pageant was emceed 
by the 2019 West Point Fair 
Queen Miriam Oldacre and 
Miss Sweet Elite Minnie 
Perry.
	 Judging the pageant 
were Bethony Sterling, Te-
resa Cook, Nancy Graves 
and Kim Allred. 
	 Uptagrafft said, “We had 
so many vendors that pro-
vided us with everything we 
needed. I thank everyone 
for making this so success-
ful.”

Rice (from Front)
Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. – The 
Cullman Tribune on June 
29 received six 2019 Al-
abama Press Association 
(APA) Media Awards. Ac-
cording to the APA, this 
year, 90 publications sub-
mitted 3,394 entries in the 
annual contest. The Illinois 
Press Association member-
ship judged the entries.

	 The awards were pre-
sented at the 2019 APA 
Summer Convention at the 
Perdido Beach Resort in Or-
ange Beach. In the Best In-
Depth News Coverage cate-
gory, Tribune Reporter W.C. 
Mann and Editor Wendy 
Sack won second place for 
their coverage of the March 
2018 hailstorm. 
	 Reporter Christy Per-
ry took first place in the 
Best Human Interest Col-

umn category for her piece, 
“SURVIVOR’S STORY: You 
have to get on with it.’” 
	 Another first-place 
award went to Sports Edi-
tor Nick Griffin, who won 
for Best Sports Photo for 
his coverage of the Cullman 
County Softball Tourna-
ment. 
	 In Online Breaking 
News Coverage, Sack won 
second place for “2nd per-
son arrested for murder 

of Leslie Clements; Kayla 
Thursby picked up in Tus-
caloosa” and third place for 
“Cullman man charged with 
murder in shooting death of 
stepfather.” 
	 Mann also took a sec-
ond-place win in Best Use of 
Social Media for “Tribune 
reporter William Craig 
Mann shows off some of 
the hail that fell around his 
home.”
	 “This is the first time in 

decades that The Cullman 
Tribune has been entered 
into the crowded field of 
newspapers and for the 
crew to pick up six awards 
is a major accomplishment 
for all involved,” said Pub-
lisher Noah Galilee. “We 
have strong editors and 
journalists who each have a 
passion for the profession. 
It doesn’t get much better 
than that!”
	 Galilee continued, 

“However, next year we 
are hoping for a much bet-
ter showing as we will be 
leaving the D category for 
weekly newspapers to B 
category which is for daily 
publications. So, you heard 
it here first. The Tribune 
will be a Tuesday - Saturday 
print edition beginning the 
first full week of August and 
will cost less than half of the 
price the other daily in the 
area.”

Tribune (from Front)
Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

house by the training ser-
vice; other courts around 
the state also have facility 
dogs supplied by other ser-
vices.
	 Nicholas told The Tri-
bune Monday afternoon, 
“Testifying in a legal pro-
ceeding can sometimes be 
a traumatic experience, es-
pecially for child witnesses 
and developmentally de-
layed adults who have been 
victims of abuse or neglect.  

	 “Several years ago, I 
presided over a criminal 
murder trial where the only 
eyewitness to the crime was 
a child. 
	 “Despite many gentle 
attempts by the prosecuting 
attorney to get the child to 
tell what she had observed, 
the child was simply so ner-
vous that she was unable to 
answer any questions.  
	 “I don’t know whether 
the child would have been 

able to testify with the assis-
tance of a court facility dog, 
but I think it’s important 
that judges do everything 
possible to make testifying 
in court easier for all wit-
nesses, especially children.
	 “Numerous studies 
show that court dogs help 
witnesses remain calm and 
to focus on telling a judge or 
jury about what they have 
seen or what has happened 
to them. 

	 “Court facility dogs 
are becoming more com-
monly used in courtrooms 
throughout the country be-
cause the dogs make a real 
difference in calming the 
nerves of witnesses so that 
they can tell about what 
they have seen.
	 “I was initially some-
what skeptical about the 
idea, but the more data I 
looked at and after talking 
with other judges with 

court facility dogs about 
their experiences, I became 
convinced that having a 
court dog will provide some 
practicable benefits at no 
cost to the public.
	 “Brooksie is a welcome 
addition to the Cullman 
County courts and she will 
provide many years of faith-
ful service.”

Note: in an earlier story on 
Alabama and Cullman court 

dog programs, The Tribune 
included information from 
SDA and the Alabama Dis-
trict Attorneys’ Associa-
tion facility dog program.  
ADAA’s program dogs are 
provided by a different ser-
vice, and the two programs 
are not affiliated.

For more on court dogs and 
other programs of Service 
Dogs Alabama, visit www.
servicedogsalabama.org.  

Court (from Front)
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FAITH

Hanceville Ablaze Revival Center hosts prophet 
Ryan Johnson at annual Encounter Weekend
HANCEVILLE, Ala. – Ev-
ery year, Hanceville Ablaze 
Revival Center holds a 
three-day Encounter Week-
end to encourage people to 
hear the message of Christ 
in an enthusiastic and en-
gaging environment. Every 
Encounter hosts a different 
special guest speaker, and 
this year welcomed proph-
et Ryan Johnson of Ryan 
Johnson Ministries (www.
ryanjohnson.us/). Johnson 
told about his travels all 
across the globe-Mexico, 
Chile, Ireland, Great Brit-
ain and Northern Ireland, 
Israel and many areas of the 

United States-during his 
ministries, and has plans to 
return to Ireland and Great 
Britain later this year.
	 Pastor John Purcell de-
scribed the turnout for this 
year’s Encounter as “abso-
lutely phenomenal,” aver-
aging over 60 people during 
the Friday and Saturday 
night services, but with few-
er during the Sunday morn-
ing service.
	 “We were packed out,” 
he said. “It was a great week-
end. A lot of people received 
a touch from the Lord, a 
lot of people had emotion-
al stuff dealt with, physi-
cal healings took place. We 
just were so grateful for the 
presence of the Lord this 

past weekend.”
	 Johnson delivered three 
different sermons each day, 
all coming together to form 
one overall message on how 
to recognize one’s purpose 
in God’s work, and how to 
become more effective in 
spreading the Word, going 
from just discipleship to 
apostleship. 
	 He briefly recounted the 
sermons he delivered and 
offered a few comments on 
what he wanted to be the 
main takeaways for each 
one: “Friday was dealing a 
lot in understanding who 
you are as a Son of God, and 
knowing that we have a call-
ing in our lives to represent 
the Kingdom of Heaven. It’s 

more than not disqualifying 
yourself, not saying, ‘Well 
I’m not like these people.’ 
Don’t fall on the sword of 
comparison, but know that 
you have an assignment, 
you have a purpose, (and) 
you have an identity in the 
Kingdom.
	 “Last night, we were 
dealing with understanding 
the reality of revival and 
knowing that revival, first, 
really has to begin with 
us-(who) are part of the 
church, (who) are Sons of 
God. Revival is about some-
thing that once had life but 
had become weakened-even 
to the point of death-being 
revived. There’s this pro-
cess of understanding that 

if we’re going to see awak-
ening in our communities, 
we gotta first begin with 
us. It’s not about looking at 
people that are in sin and 
thinking that we’re bet-
ter than them-because we 
all have issues, we all have 
things that we struggle with 
and battle-but we need to 
say, ‘Lord, revive us again 
that we may see our com-
munity thrive.’
	 (Today’s takeaway) “If 
you’re going to love your 
community, you have to be 
a part of your communi-
ty. You’ve got to represent 
who you are in the church 
as a Son of God, you’ve gotta 
represent that in the com-
munity.

	 “You’ve gotta tell peo-
ple at the gas station, at the 
restaurant, at the service 
station, that God loves them 
and God has a plan for their 
life and a purpose for them. 
It’s not just, ‘Hey, come be a 
part of our revival service,’ 
[but] it’s about really lov-
ing people outside. We talk 
about how God is good all 
the time, but rarely do we 
ever demonstrate the good-
ness of who God is, so it’s 
about trying to get people to 
be the demonstration of His 
goodness.”
	 Johnson concluded, 
“God is not through. There 
is a greater plan and a great-
er hope, and we just have to 
stick through to see it.”

Heather Mann
heather@cullmantribune.com

Ann Reynolds, 97, of Remlap, AL., 
was born on September 23, 1921 

and died on July 3, 2019.  She was a 
homemaker. Preceding her in death 

were her husband Winston Bryce 
Reynolds and parents John Osvald 

and Katrinia Cermack Osvald. 
Survivors include her daughter 

Gertie Jones (Del); grandchildren 
Richard Odom (LuAnne), Camela 
Lockett (Marc) and Jeri Reynolds; 
great grandchildren Zeke Lockett 

and Samantha Lockett; R. J., Katryn 
and Hannah Odom; and Jonathan, 

Trish and Katie Reynolds. Graveside 
funeral service was held on Monday, 
July 8, 2019 at the Randall Cemetery 

in Montevallo. Lemley Funeral 
Home and Crematory directing.

Avon Harold Tubbs, 95 of Cullman, 
passed away on Friday, July 5, 2019 at 

his residence. Mr. Tubbs was a business 
owner here in Cullman and retired 

from Hanna Steel. He loved vegetable 
gardening and growing beautiful roses. 

He and his wife Louise, attended 
Bethlehem Methodist Church. He 

is preceded in death by his parents: 
Thomas and Dora Tubbs, 3 sisters 
and 1 brother. He leaves to cherish 
his memory his wife, Louise Parker 

Tubbs; daughter, Linda Kallio; sons: 
Tony Speegle and Wayne (Angie) 
Speegle, 6 grandchildren and 14 

great grandchildren. His graveside 
service was on Sunday, July 7, 2019 

at Good Hope Cemetery with his son, 
Wayne Speegle, who officiated.

Funeral services for Rev. Jimmy 
Wayne Greathouse, age 78, will 
be held at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 

July 10, 2019 at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church. Burial will follow at Union 

Baptist Church Cemetery in Warrior, 
with Pastor Keith Whitley, Pastor 

Carlos Wilhite & Pastor Jeff Isbell 
officiating. He will lie-in-state 

at the church from noon until 2 
p.m. when the service begins.

Jinny was born on April 30, 1941 and 

passed away on Saturday July 6, 2019 
at Princeton Baptist Medical Center. 

He was a lifelong Minister in the 
area. He is preceded in death by his 
parents, Clanton & Clara Coffman 
Greathouse; 1st wife Charlotte and 

2nd wife Janice; son, Jimmy Clanton 
Greathouse; and one brother Johnny 

Greathouse. Survivors include one 
Daughter - Carmen Greathouse; 

Sister - Linda Cheatwood Dickerson; 
Aunt - Mona Roberts; 2 - Nieces 

- Jayna Green & Becky Devine; 2 - 
Nephews - Darren Cheatwood & Chris 

Cheatwood. Visitation will be held 
at the funeral home on Tuesday July 

9, 2019 from 4:30 p.m. until 8 p.m.

Nita Loyce Tidwell Bullard, 84, 
of Locust Fork, AL, was born on 

November 22, 1934 and passed away 
on July 6, 2019 in Blount County, 

Alabama. Preceding her in death were 
her husband Leslie Bullard, mother 

Vivian Robinette Tidwell, father 
Grover Tidwell; son Philip Tidwell; 

daughters Janice McCay and Teresa 
Isbell. She is survived by her daughter 

Kathy Fiessler (Bruce); sister Joyce 
Tolbert; grandchildren Stacy Swann 

(Dewayne), Sandy Wiggins (Dwight), 
Kara Hicks (Mose) and Kebin Isbell; 
great grandchildren Mitchell Swann, 
Steven Swann, Cameron Vandergrift 
and Miguel Vandergrift. The family 

will receive friends on Tuesday, July 
9, 2019 at the Locust Fork Baptist 

Church from 1 until 2 p.m. Funeral 
service will follow at 2 p.m. at the 
Church with Bro. Daryl Holt and 

Bro. Mike Young officiating. Burial 
will be in the Pine Bluff Cemetery. 
Pallbearers will be Joey Lay, Dylan 
Warnix, Brian Love, Kenny Fendley 

and Jerome Robinette. Lemley Funeral 
Home and Crematory directing.

Mary Ann Stover, 73, of Oneonta, 
AL., was born on February 17, 1945 and 

died on July 6, 2019. She worked at 
BellSouth/AT&T Phone Company until 

retirement with 30 years of service. 

Preceding her in death were her parents 
Elbert and Willene Epperson Stover. 

Survivors include her caregiver Toney 
Todd and family; a host of cousins; and 

aunt Clara Brothers. The family will 
receive friends on Wednesday, July 10, 

2019 at Lemley Funeral Home from 
10 a.m. until 11:30 a.m. A graveside 

service will be held at the Mt. Moriah 
Cemetery at noon. Lemley Funeral 

Home and Crematory directing.

Graveside services for Jimmy 
R. Thomas, 85, of Hanceville, will 
be Tuesday July 9, 2019 at 11 a.m. 
at Bethlehem East Cemetery with 

Reverend Russ Fox officiating. 
Mr. Thomas leaves two sons; Bill 

(Margaret) Thomas of Corner and 
Marty (Regenia) Thomas of Hueytown, 

a brother; Billy Thomas of Falkville, a 
sister; Louise Kanaday of Hanceville, 

four grandchildren; Bill Thomas 
Jr., Kerry Adams, Kristy Thomas 
and Tina Shinaberry and several 
great grandchildren. Mr. Thomas 

is preceded in death by his parents; 
Ellis and Gay (Millican) Thomas 
and his brother; Charles Thomas.

Memorial Service for Shelly 
Dawn Woods, age 47, of Falkville, 

will be at 6 p.m. on Tuesday, July 9, 
2019, at Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home. Cullman Heritage Funeral 

Home is in charge of arrangements. 
Ms. Woods passed away on Sunday, 
July 7, 2019. She was born Sunday, 

October 3, 1971, to William “Billy” and 
Kathy Woods. Survivors include her 
daughter, Savannah (Tyler) Osborn; 

parents; sister, Sonya (Eric) Vest; 
brother, Shine (Misty) Woods; and 
a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, 
family, and friends. Visitation will 

be from 5-6 p.m. on Tuesday, July 9, 
2019, at Cullman Heritage Funeral 

Home. In lieu of flowers, please make 
a donation to St. Jude Hospital.

Funeral Service for Nellie Sue 
Sartin, age 93, of Cullman, will be at 

11 a.m. on Wednesday, July 10, 2019, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral Home with 

Greg Aldridge officiating; interment 
in New Home Cemetery. Cullman 

Heritage Funeral Home is in charge 
of arrangements. Mrs. Sartin passed 
away on Sunday, July 7, 2019, at her 

residence. She was born September 8, 
1925, to John Henry and Daisy Viola 
Weaver. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Henry Alvis Sartin; 

parents, John Henry and Daisy Viola 
Weaver; son, Dalton Sartin; and son-
in-law, Don Miller. Survivors include 
her daughter, Hilda Miller; sons, Gary 

(Brenda) Sartin and Jack (Gerri) 
Sartin; 11 grandchildren; and 24 great-
grandchildren. Visitation will be from 

6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, July 9, 2019, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral Home.

Graveside services for Sharron 
Adler, 72, of Hanceville, will be 

Tuesday July 11, 2019 at 2 p.m. at the 
Garden City Cemetery with Reverend 
Brent Hatfield officiating. Ms. Adler 

leaves her spouse; Tim Hatfield, a 
daughter Robyn Adler of Hanceville 

and a son; Scott Adler of Phoenix, 
AZ, grandchildren; Laira Adler and 
Dreya Adler and four half-sisters.

Walter Ronnie Curl passed away 
the morning of July 8, 2019. He is 

survived by his wife of 46 years, Pam; 
daughter and son-in-law, Sheree and 
Jon Benefield; son and daughter-in-

law, Walter Nicholas and Morgan 
Curl; grandchildren, Elizabeth (Nick) 

Speer, Will and Wyatt Benefield; 
great-grandson, Waylon Speer; and 
sister, Vicky Curl. He is preceded in 
death by his parents, L.D. and Velma 

Curl. He leaves behind a loving family 
and many wonderful memories. 

Funeral services are 1 p.m., Wednesday, 
July 10, 2019. Burial will follow in 

Bethlehem East Cemetery. Friends may 
visit with the family on Wednesday, 
from 11 a.m. until services begin at 
1 p.m. Holly Pond Funeral Home is 

honored to serve the Curl family.

Obituary Announcements: July 3 - 8

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmansense.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

FAITH

Grace Episcopal Church gets back into Vacation Bible School
CULLMAN, Ala. – After 
a hiatus of several years, 
Cullman’s Grace Episco-
pal Church is getting back 
into Vacation Bible School 
under new leadership from 
Rector Jay Gardner and 
wife Paige Gardner, who 
joined the parish earlier this 
year (See www.cullman-
tribune.com/2019/03/02/
g r a c e - e p i s c o p a l - c h u r c h -
welcomes-new-rector-jay-
gardner/).
	 Paige Gardner told The 

Tribune, “We have not had 
a VBS for the past six years 
and are eager to have one at 
Grace.  The story of God’s 
redeeming love for us in 
Christ is written all through 
scripture, and VBS is a won-
derful way to share this 
with our beautiful children!
	 “Grace Episcopal 
Church VBS invites all 
pre-K through 5th grade 
(students) to join us as we 
learn, create, play and sing 
about God’s love shown to 
us through the story of Jo-
seph, ‘The Merciful Dream-
er.’”

Grace Episcopal Church 
Vacation Bible School 
•	 Monday, July 15 through 
Thursday, July 18, 5:30-7:30 
p.m. each evening

•	 Grace Episcopal Church, 
305 Arnold St. NE, Cullman, 
256-734-6212

•	 For students pre-K 
through fifth grade

•	 To register, go to http://
w w w. G r a c e C h u r c h C u l l -
man.org and click on the 
VBS link at the bottom of 
the page. 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
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DON’T MAKE A $3,000 MISTAKE
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

NEW YEAR, NEW SAVINGS, ONLY AT BILL SMITH!

LIST $31,560

SALE 22,080*
STK#94117

2019 BUICK REGAL
Sportback Preferred FWD

LIST $26,390

SALE $16,895*
STK#94157

2019 BUICK ENCORE
Preferred FWD

LIST $40,955

SALE $27,671*
STK#84238

2018 BUICK REGAL TOURX
Essence AWD

LIST $40,755

SALE $32,395*
STK#97762

2019 GMC CANYON
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive All Terrain w/Leather

LIST $50,570

SALE $39,201*
STK#98112

2019 GMC ACADIA
FWD Denali

LIST $56,015

SALE $45,895*
STK#97784

2019 GMC SIERRA 2500HD
Crew Cab Standard Box 4-Wheel Drive

LIST $38,145

SALE $27,535*
STK#94095

2019 BUICK CASCADA
2dr Conv Sport Touring

LIST $37,940

SALE $27,095*
STK#94068

2019 BUICK ENVISION
FWD 4dr Essence

LIST $47,085

SALE $36,295*
STK#94242

2019 BUICK ENCLAVE
Essence FWD
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$50 OFF A FULL PRICED VEHICLE 27 POINT INSPECTION

$50 OFF A FULL PRICED AC KIT INSTALL

 

LOCAL CUSTOMER PICK UP & DROP OFF

KEY DROP BOX AVAILABLE

 

MILITARY/ VETERANS DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

COLLEGE STUDENT/EMPLOYEE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

 

FREE AIR FOR TIRES

FREE BASIC CHECK ENGINE LIGHT SCANNING

FREE VEHICLE ROAD TESTING

ASK FOR DETAILS

201 MAGNOLIA AVENUE NORTHWEST, HANCEVILLE | 256-352-2886
HASVC.COM | HANCEVILLEAUTOSERVICE@GMAIL.COM

FORMERLY CULLMAN FAR-IN CAR
JOE HUDSON - OWNER

SERVING THE CULLMAN AREA FOR OVER 30  YEARS WITH  EXPERTISE & KNOWLEDGE

More than half 
the time I 
conduct in-
terviews, the 

episode concludes with the 
interviewee saying one of 
two things (actually the 
same thing in two different 
ways):
•	 “Make me look good, 
now!”  And yes, most of 
them add the “now;” this is 
the South, you know.
•	 “Please don’t make me 
look stupid”/“like a hillbil-
ly”/etc.  For the record, I’ve 
known quite a few hillbil-
lies, and they’re mostly fine 
people.

I have told many people, 
and now announce to all: it 
is not the job of the media to 
make anyone look good, or to 
make them look bad.
	 Here, of course, I have to 
acknowledge that some me-
dia think that’s exactly their 
job.  Cable news has almost 
ceased to be news any more, 
preferring punditry to jour-
nalism.
	 Even in our own area, 
if you review recent con-
troversies (Rock the South 
relocation, Morningside 
rezoning, “Project X,” etc.), 
you’ll find folks who either 

avoided dealing with certain 
controversies completely, 
or repeatedly presented 
sanctified images of one 
side of the issue through 
what were little more than 
ads designed to look like in-
terviews and news items.  
	 But, whether certain 
people, corporations, and 
networks play by the rules 
or not, still it is not the job 
of the media to make anyone 
look good, or to make them 
look bad.

If you want to look good, 
do good
The job of the media is 
somewhat forensic: to gath-
er evidence and present it 
accurately, so that other 
people can make informed 
decisions of their own about 
what’s good or bad. 
	 I tell interviewees, “If 
you’re doing good things, 
you make yourself look 
good; and we’re just there 
to point it out. But if you do 
bad things, we’re going to 
point that out, too.”  
	 Bad news stories are 
difficult to write but, if it’s 
news, it’s our job to write 
it.  What helps us keep our 
heads on straight when the 
bad news comes are the 
good news stories we get to 
do. 
	 Charities helping the 

needy, students making 
great achievements, re-
counting and recognizing 
the deeds of our war veter-
ans, and other subjects de-
light us greatly. 
	 But being only sunshine 
and rainbows is simply not 
an option for a real journal-
ist, just as it’s not an option 
in the real world we live in.  

Controversy breeds op-
position and downright 
meanness
If you’re in the middle of a 
controversy, you’re going 
to have opponents, even if 
your cause is noble.  Given 
the right controversy, you 
could have a lot of opposi-
tion and find yourself hold-
ing a minority opinion. 
	 And, thanks to social 
media and the power of the 
anonymous keyboard war-
rior, your opponents can 
be noisy and even abusive.  
There’s no valid excuse for 
that, but you know it hap-
pens.
	 In covering controver-
sy, it’s the media’s job to 
present both sides.  If I cov-
er only one side, I’m not a 
journalist; I’m at best a pub-
licist, at worst a propagan-
dist.
	 If I publish your state-
ment and include a quote 
from someone who thinks 

you’re nuts in the same ar-
ticle, I’m not conspiring 
against you.  I’m doing my 
job.  
	 Sometimes, though, 
we may present a lopsided 
story on a controversy, but 
it’s often because we have 
lopsided data.  A person 
involved in a recent con-
troversy complained to me 
that they felt the Tribune 
was against them.
	 It would be interesting 
to review their phone log 
and see how many of our 
calls went unanswered and 
unreturned during that 
time.
	 If you won’t talk to us but 
your opponents will, don’t 
complain that your posi-
tion is under-represented.  
We’re not under-represent-
ing you; you’re under-rep-
resenting yourself. And we 
don’t hate you; we just have 
to use the information we 
have.  
	 Please understand that 
bad news happens, and we 
will report it. 
	 We want to report good 
news; we look for it. Good 
news stories are a joy and, 
for that reason, they’re 
generally easier stories to 
write.
	 We invite, encourage, 
and implore you to make 
our jobs easier.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

EDITORIAL

‘Make me look good, now!’ A 
guide to positive media relations


