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JONES CHAPEL, Ala. – A 
two-vehicle wreck claimed 
the life of one man Tuesday 
afternoon in Cullman Coun-
ty.
	 The incident happened 
along the 3500 block of 
County Road 1114 in the 
Jones Chapel community at 
approximately 2:30. 
	 Cullman County Coroner 
Jeremy L. Kilpatrick con-

firmed the fatality; however, 
as of press time the victim’s 
identity had not been re-
leased. 
	 The roadway was closed 
for more than three hours. 
	 Kilpatrick said the crash 
involved a pick-up truck and 
a dump truck. The driver of 
the dump truck was not in-
jured.  
	 Alabama State Troopers 
are still investigating. Check 
www.CullmanTribune.com 
for the latest. 

Wendy Sack
wendy@cullmantribune.com

Man killed 
in afternoon 
wreck in 
Jones Chapel

– LOCAL GOVERNMENT –

Holly Pond council 
votes to move 

ahead with tornado 
siren repair

– EDUCATION –

Library wishes granted
Vinemont school librarian receives two grants for new books

VINEMONT, Ala. – The 
students at Vinemont Mid-
dle School have new books in 
their school library to enjoy, 
thanks to two grants totaling 
close to $3,500 awarded to 
Librarian Danielle Partain. 
	 Partain received a Dollar 
General Literacy Foundation 
grant and the Cullman Elec-
tric Cooperative Operation 
Round-Up Grant. 
	 “The Dollar General 

grant was a process that I 
actually started last year, 
but then when COVID hit 
in March, it kind of delayed 
everything,” she said. “It was 
about literacy and about im-
proving reading for students 
and it was to help me, besides 
getting books on levels that 
children can read to match 
their reading levels, it also 
allowed me to buy teacher 
resource books and items to 
help do one-on-one reading 
awareness with students. I 
do a lot of one-on-one activ-

ities with my students who 
struggle with reading.” 
	 The Dollar General grant 
focuses on literacy and help-
ing the struggling reader. 
This helped Partain pur-
chase some special resources 
and activities for students 
with dyslexia or who struggle 
with reading. 
	 “They (Dollar General) 
have always been great if it 
pertains to literacy,” she said, 
“because their big thing is 
helping a child to read and 
literacy.”

	 Of the Operation Round-
Up Grant Partain said, “It 
was basically to help replace 
all the books that we were 
not able to receive back from 
COVID because a lot of books 
went home with children, 
but then getting them to 
bring them back to put back 
in inventory was a difficult 
task for us this year. Rather 
than stress over it, I wrote 
a grant to replace and add 
books.” 
	 For school libraries, 
COVID has 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

Vinemont Middle School Librarian Danielle Partain poses for a photo at school this week 
with some of the new books she was able to purchase thanks to two grants.
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BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS BEGIN WITH BELOW GM EMPLOYEE PRICING FOR EVERYONE!!

STK#17358 

NEW 2021 GMC SIERRA 1500NEW 2021 GMC SIERRA 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive SLTCrew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive SLT

© 2020 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

LIST $59,840

SALE 
PRICE

$46,995*

PET OF THE WEEK

Say hello 
to Samuel!

Members of the Holly Pond Town Council are 
seen Monday night, Dec. 7, 2020.

CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public 

notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com
Free Firewood
Free firewood from oak tree 
(will need to be cut up). Call 
256-796-0686.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Monday and Thursday nights 
from 7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next to Grace 
Episcopal Church, 305 Ar-
nold St. NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-347-
1097, 256-841-2209 or 256-
708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 
1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man
• Prayer meetings- Tuesdays 
at 10 a.m. Please join us to pray 
or come for prayer. 
• Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
• Sundays at 10 a.m. adult, 
youth and children’s classes; 11 
a.m. children’s classes; praise 
and worship, and message by 
Pastor Bobby Dodd
• Dec. 23, 7 p.m. Candle Light-
ing & Communion Service by 
Pastor Bobby Dodd. Everyone 
welcome!

Church Services- St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church
• Advent Season will be high-
lighted at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church during weekly evening 
prayer services held every 
Wednesday night at 6 p.m. The 
focus of the readings will be 
chapters 47, 48 and 49 from 
the prophecy of Isaiah.
• St. Paul’s Christmas Eve 
services are scheduled for 6 
p.m. and 11 p.m. The service 
of lessons and carols will be-
gin at 6 p.m. and feature tal-
ents and voices from Sunday 
school students, members of 
the Senior Choir, the Hand 
Bell Choir and a chamber en-
semble from St. Paul’s and the 
community featuring wood-
winds, brass and percussion. 
The 11 p.m. service will feature 
carols and candlelight in the 
Divine Service. Divine Service 
will begin at 9 a.m. Christmas 
morning.
• All are welcome to join in 
these celebrations at 513 
Fourth Ave. SE in Cullman. 

18th Annual Winter Won-
derland Christmas Light 
Display at Sportsman Lake 
Park 
• Guests can enjoy driving 
through the park, train rides, 
carriage rides, hot chocolate 
and pictures with Santa. 
• This year a few things had 
to be tweaked due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The 
train has Plexiglass to sepa-
rate riders. Santa will also be 
positioned with Plexiglass 
separating himself from the 
kids.
• Admission to the Winter 
Wonderland is $10 per vehicle. 
A photo with Santa is $5. Only 
cash will be accepted. The 
display will be open (weath-
er-permitting) from 5-10 p.m. 
• Dec. 9-13, 16-23 and 26-27 
(drive thru-only the 26-27). 
Dec. 23 will be the last day for 
the train.
• Free admission for seniors 
60 and older Dec. 18-20. The 
Cullman County Commission 
will hand out candy to seniors 
Dec. 18-19. 
• Sportsman Lake Park is lo-
cated at 1544 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW in Cullman.

2nd Annual Christmas at the 
Grotto
• Christmas lights return to 
the Grotto! Come and experi-
ence the beauty of Br. Joseph’s 
work at night surrounded by 
lights and music! We have 
expanded this unique holiday 
experience throughout the 
grounds and have added sev-
eral dates! 
• On Dec. 19, we will have a 
Christmas Crafts Fair in our 
parking lot, plus have live mu-
sical performances through-
out the park! 
• Coffee and cookies will be 
available each night. Make 
your plans to visit now!
• Ave Maria Grotto, 1600 St. 
Bernard Drive SE, Cullman

• Dates
Dec. 10,11,12 - 4-9 p.m.
Dec. 17,18 - 4-9 p.m.
Dec. 19 – noon-9 p.m.
Dec. 26 - 4-9 p.m.
Dec. 30,31 - 4-9 p.m.

• Admission
Adults - $6
Students - $3
Children 3 and younger - free

Hanceville Quarterback 
Club Turkey Shoot
• Every Saturday until Dec. 19 
at 8 a.m. along U.S. Highway 31 
South between Barbee Motors 
and Domino’s. Look for the 
signs. 
• All proceeds support 
Hanceville Quarterback Club. 

4D Farm “Country Christ-
mas” 
• Games, activities, food, 
sweets, rides, and of course, 
farm animals. Most of the 
farm’s normal attractions 
will be open, as well as San-
ta’s Barn, where Santa will be 
available for families to take 
pictures. 

• Sleigh rides will take visi-
tors on the Country Christ-
mas Light Trail. For those not 
comfortable with a sleigh ride, 
don’t worry, visitors can opt to 
drive their own vehicles. 
• $14.95 + tax per person in-
cludes attractions and light 
trail. For $5, treat cards are 
also available for purchase- 
they include treat kits as well 
as feed for the farm animals. 
For those just wanting to drive 
through the Country Christ-
mas Light Trail, the cost is $10 
per vehicle.
• Social distancing at the farm 
should not be a problem. The 
attractions are spread out, and 
the farm is a large area which 
allows for families to stay dis-
tanced. Masks are encouraged.
• 4D Farm is located at 7182 
County Road 703 in Cull-
man. The farm will be open 
from 3-9 p.m. Friday-Sunday 
through Dec. 20. The drive-th-
ru light show is open Wednes-
day-Sunday from 5-9 p.m.
• Find out more at ww-
w.4dfamilyfarm.com or www.
facebook.com/4DFarm.

37th Annual Cullman Band 
Christmas Concert (Virtual)
• Thursday, Dec. 10, 2020 at 
7 p.m. The Combined CHS 
Symphonic and Concert 
Bands, the CHS Percussion 
Ensemble and the CHS Jazz 
Band will perform.
• Although parents and guests 
will not be able to attend this 
year’s concert in person, ev-
eryone can watch the event us-
ing this live stream link www.
nfhsnetwork.com/events/
cullman-high-school-cull-
man-al/evt21ba945edf.

Wallace State Christmas 
Spectacular Concert (Vir-
tual)
Thursday, Dec. 10, 2020 from 
7-9 p.m. Wallace State Com-
munity College’s Fine and 
Performing Arts program will 
present “There’s No Place 
Like Home for the Holidays” 
as its annual Christmas Spec-
tacular concert with a virtual 
event via its Facebook page at 
https://bit.ly/2JHxTpR. 

Kids Loving Kids
• Dec. 12 at Spirit Life Church 
of GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• A community outreach that 
provides clothes and toys for 
children and teens. Help us 
provide for those in need by 
donating gently used clothes 
or toys, new toys or cash! 
Bring donations to the church 
Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Call Joanne at 256-339-4138 
to arrange a different time to 
drop items off.  Call Alisha at 
205-717-7478 to arrange for 
pick-up.  To register to receive 
these items, sign up on Kids 
Loving Kid’s Facebook page 
or go to https://form.jotform.
com/202483601332041.

(Drive-Thru) Baileyton 
Christmas Party 
• The Town of Baileyton’s an-
nual Christmas party will be 
held Saturday, Dec. 12 from 
5-7 p.m. in a true 2020 fash-
ion- a drive-thru. 
• Traditionally the community 
gathers at the town’s commu-
nity center, but this year the 
event will take place next door 
at the Baileyton Volunteer 
Fire Department. 
• Town council members have 
teamed up with the Baileyton 
VFD once again to give back 
to the community any way 
they can while still adhering 
to COVID-19 guidelines. They 
will be giving out hamburgers, 
hotdogs, fruit and candy. 
• The tradition of raffling large 
stuffed animals will continue. 
Town Clerk Pat Gilbert said, 
“This year, we’ll just have to 
call the winners.”

Santa in Garden City
• Friday, Dec. 18 at noon at 
Dollar General in Garden City
• He’s going to be checking 
who’s been naughty and nice 
and letting everyone get a 
picture with him! Cause who 
wouldn’t want a picture with 
Santa!! We all hope to see you 
there! Look for the big red en-
gines!

St. Paul’s Back to the 80s 
New Year’s Eve Bash 
• Thursday, Dec. 31 at 8 p.m. at 
the Abbey Byre at Saint Ber-
nard. 
• The party will include every-
thing that made the 80s fun- 
high hair, great tunes and to-
tally awesome food. Costumes 
are encouraged. Two Maids 
& a Mop of Huntsville will be 
sponsoring the costume con-
test with the prize winner tak-
ing home $200. Time capsules 
will be raffled off featuring 
great 80s pop culture throw-
backs. Seasoned Catering will 
be serving up some tasty eats. 
• A limited number of tick-
ets is available for this event 
to ensure proper distancing. 
Hand sanitizing stations will 
be placed throughout the ven-
ue and masks will be provided 
for those who need one. Our 
goal is to have a safe and re-
sponsible event.
• Tables are also available 
for purchase. Tickets can be 
purchased online at www.st-
paulscullman.com. This is an 
18 and older event.
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CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported Dec. 8

CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Dec. 8, 2020. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Dec. 4
•	 first-degree criminal tres-
passing; person; 6th Ave. SW

Dec. 7
•	 fraudulent use of a credit 
or debit card; person; miscel-
laneous charges
•	 leaving the scene of an ac-
cident; person; Olive St. SW; 
damage to ’15 Toyota Corolla; 
$1,000

ARRESTS

Dec. 7
Oden, Arthur J., 62
•	 FTA- leaving the scene of 
an accident

Maddox, Dusty G., 35
•	 FTA- driving while sus-
pended
•	 FTA- DUI- controlled 
substance

Myers, Jonathan E., 43
•	 third-degree domestic vi-
olence- harassment

Smith, Richard C., 59
•	 unlawful distribution of a 

controlled substance

Elms, Roena R., 45
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property (2 counts)
•	 FTA- running a stop sign
•	 FTA- insurance violation
•	 FTA- expired tag

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

EDUCATION

Wallace State Future Foundation raises 
almost $120K for student scholarships
HANCEVILLE, Ala. – The 
Wallace State Community 
College Future Foundation 
raised almost $120,000 for 
scholarships thanks to spon-
sors and donors participating 
in the annual fundraiser for 
the scholarships program at 
the college.
	 “We are eternally grateful 
to our community, and the 
businesses and individuals 
who understand the differ-
ence Wallace State education 
and training can have on the 
life of an individual, and that 
has never been more im-
portant than in this year of 
uncertainty,” said Wallace 
State President Dr. Vicki 
Karolewics. “Thank you, ev-
eryone, for your generosity 
and for opening your hearts 
to our students.  We couldn’t 
be more pleased with the out-
come of this year’s fundrais-
er.”
	 The modified Student In-
vestment Lunch-In took the 
place of the annual Student 
Investment Luncheon usual-
ly held in the Traditions Bank 
Arena at the Tom Drake Col-
iseum with an attendance of 
around 600.
	 It was instead held at the 
new Traditions Bank Opera-
tion Center in Cullman, with 
participants driving through 
to pick up meals catered by 
Seasoned Catering and the 
Historic Bakery.
	 About 200 meals were 
pre-ordered for pick-up by 
about 30 different sponsors 
from area business and in-
dustry as well as individuals. 
	 Another 150 or so meals 
were pre-ordered for deliv-
ery over the next two weeks 
to Legacy, Gold and Premier 
sponsors.
	 “We really didn’t know 
what to expect today, but 
we’ve been pleasantly sur-
prised with the support,” Su-
zanne Harbin, Vice President 
for Advancement and Inno-
vation, told a local reporter 
the day of the event. “Bottom 
line, we have great support-
ers who believe in what we’re 

doing, which is to support 
Wallace State students and 
provide scholarships to them 
so that they can continue 
their education, start their 
education or finish their edu-
cation.”
	 The Foundation assists 
students in many ways, from 
small gifts that help a student 
pay for the gas they need to 
get back and forth to campus 
and purchase food to larger 
scholarships that help pay for 
tuition, fees, books, supplies 
and more.
	 An online auction was 
held in conjunction with the 
Lunch-In, replacing the live 
and silent auction normally 
held at the luncheon, bring-
ing in more than $8,000. 
Many items were donated by 
sponsors to be placed in the 
auction.
	 Lion Leaders, a group of 
students who have received 
scholarships from the Future 
Foundation, were on hand to 

assist with the event. They 
explained to the reporter how 
that has helped them in their 
education and careers.
	 “Without the scholarship 
from the Future Foundation, 
I probably wouldn’t be able 
to go to college,” said Noa 
Dia, a sophomore Computer 
Science major. “It’s been a 
real blessing. Thank you so 
much.”
	 “Because of the Future 
Foundation I was able to con-
tinue pursuing my college ed-
ucation,” said Ernie Pantoja, 
a freshman Business Man-
agement major. “I’m so grate-
ful and thankful.”
	 Haley Self-Tumlin was 
able to complete two degrees 
at Wallace State with the help 
of the Future Foundation. 
She first earned a degree in 
Engineering Technology and 
most recently completed a 
degree in Building Construc-
tion.
	 “The ability to complete 

both degrees has given me 
the opportunity to already be 
hired by an architectural firm 
in Cullman,” she said.
	 “So, I’m blessed by not 
just getting money to com-
plete my degrees, but the 
degrees that I was able to 
get with your support led to 
an amazing lifelong career. 
Thank you so much!”
	 Applications for students 
seeking scholarships for the 
2021-2022 academic year will 
be open from Jan. 6-March 5. 
	 For information about 
scholarships, contact Cherie 
Smith at 256-352-8046 or 
cherie.smith@wallacestate.
edu.
	 The Future Foundation 
will gladly accept donations. 
Donors can choose to give to 
the general fund or choose a 
specific scholarship fund.
	 For more information, 
visit www.wsccfuturefoun-
dation.org or call 256-352-
7842.

Gail Crutchfield
WSCC

WALLACE STATE

Wallace State Future Foundation supporter Jenny Folsom picks up the 
meals she ordered at the Student Investment Lunch-In. The annual 
fundraiser raised almost $120,000 for student scholarships.
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Tuesday, Dec. 8, 
2020 COVID-19 
update from the 
Alabama Depart-

ment of Public Health’s 
COVID-19 Data and Sur-
veillance Dashboard

• Total confirmed cases in 
AL: 229,007* (+3,218 since 
yesterday) 
• Probable cases in AL: 
47,658* (+1,218 since yes-
terday)  
• Total confirmed deaths in 
AL: 3,496 (+31 since yester-
day)  
• Probable deaths in AL: 
446
• Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co.: 3,814* (+148 
since yesterday) 
• Probable cases in Cullman 
Co.: 1,485* (+81 since yester-
day)
• Total confirmed deaths in 
Cullman Co.: 44 (+2 since 
yesterday)
• Probable deaths in Cull-
man Co.: 12
• Total tested in Cullman 
Co.: 27,622
• Total tested in the last 14 
days in Cullman Co.: 2,758
• Cases in the last 14 days in 
Cullman Co.: 1,097
• Total tested in Alabama: 
1,664,090
• Cases in the last 14 days in 
Alabama: 40,405
• Total tested in the last 14 
days in Alabama: 120,183
• Currently hospitalized in 
Alabama: 2,097
• Cumulative no. of hos-
pitalizations in Alabama: 
27,323
• Presumed recoveries in 
Alabama (reported weekly): 
168,387

See more details at https://
bit.ly/2VjCQbP.

* Important Notice 
(12/08/20):
The Alabama Department 
of Public Health processed 
two backlogs totaling 1,038 
positive PCR results and 
473 positive antigen re-
sults from two facilities on 
December 7. These will be 
classified as 1038 confirmed 
cases and 473 probable cas-
es reported on 12/08/20 
even though the tests were 
performed during Novem-
ber 30 through December 
5, 2020. All laboratories 
are required by law to re-
port all results (including 
positive and negative re-
sults) for SARS-CoV-2 to 
ADPH. Delays in reporting 
by required reporters is not 
within control of ADPH. 
Processing the backlog 
will not impact the ADPH 
COVID-19 Risk Indicator 
Dashboard. Please see Tab 
7A: Daily Number and 7-Day 
Moving Average of Cases by 
Infectious Date to see cases 
by their infectious date and 
not the date reported.
 
Friday, Dec. 4, 2020 up-
date from Cullman Re-
gional
The hospital reported 54 
positive COVID patients, 
with 9 on ventilators. 

Friday, Dec. 4, 2020 
COVID-19 update from 
Alabama’s K-12 COVID-19 
School Dashboard
• Total cases reported by 
Cullman City Schools last 
week: 16
• Total cases reported by 
Cullman County Schools 
last week: unreported

See more details at https://
bit.ly/31Z4uhd. 

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

AGRICULTURE

Cullman’s Haynes re-elected State 
Women’s Leadership Committee vice chair
Alabama Farmers Federation holds 99th annual meeting

HEALTH

Deaths due to mitral valve disease in U.S. increased 
in last 6 years, after 14 years of continuous decline

COURTS

Former Limestone Co. district judge sentenced 
to 4 years for ethics, exploitation, theft

Still farming. That was 
the theme of the Ala-
bama Farmers Fed-
eration’s 99th annual 

meeting in Montgomery Dec. 
6-7 where members of the 
state’s largest farm organiza-
tion gathered to elect leaders, 
discuss policy and chart a 
path into the next century.
	 COVID-19 brought many 
changes to the meeting. Pro-
grams were shortened, mem-
bers practiced social dis-
tancing and wore protective 
masks, however, Federation 
business continued in many 
ways as it has for nearly a cen-
tury. 
	 “I love what I do, and I 
thank you for giving me the 
opportunity to serve you,” 
said Federation President 
Jimmy Parnell, who was 
re-elected to his fifth two-
year term.
	 “Parnell praised the work 
of farmers who persevered 
through a pandemic, trade 
wars and storms in 2020.
	 American Farm Bureau 
Federation President Zippy 
Duvall attended the meet-
ing and echoed Parnell’s re-
marks.

	 “We want to let the gen-
eral public know we’re still 
farming and let them know 
the challenges the pandemic 
has brought,” Duvall said.
	 “We want them to know 
how wonderful it is to live in 
a country with food security 
because of what you do each 
day.”
	 In addition to elections 
for Federation state officers 
and board members, elec-
tions also were held for the 
Women’s Leadership and 
Young Farmers state com-
mittees. 
	 Outstanding county Fed-
eration boards, committees 
and individual leaders were 
recognized during the con-
ference as were new and 
outgoing county Federation 
presidents. 
	 Individual Leader Awards 
were presented to those in-
strumental in establishing or 
supporting county-level pro-
grams.
	 Those included Young 
Farmer Award - Abby Stew-
art of Clay County, Chris 
and Jordyn Upchurch of 
Clay County, and Andrew 
Pinyan, St. Clair County; 
Women’s Leadership Award 
- Faye Dial of Clay County, 
and Emily Taylor of St. Clair 

County; Commodity Divi-
sion Award - Hobert Harris 
(posthumously) of Cleburne 
County; Public Relations and 
Communications Award - 
Brooks Wall, Shelby County; 
Local and Community Ser-
vice Award - Jan Parker of St. 
Clair County and Jerry Mob-
ley of Winston County. Jim-
my Jimmerson of Cleburne 
County was recognized with 
the Senior Leader Award for 
service to agriculture, his 
community and the Federa-
tion.
	 Thirty-six counties were 
recognized with a Coun-
ty Award of Excellence for 
Federation activities. They 
were Baldwin, Blount, Cal-
houn, Chambers, Choctaw, 
Clay, Coffee, Crenshaw, Cull-
man, Dale, DeKalb, Elmore, 
Fayette, Franklin, Henry, 
Houston, Jefferson, Lamar, 
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Lee, 
Limestone, Madison, Mari-
on, Marshall, Mobile, Mont-
gomery, Morgan, Pickens, 
Pike, Randolph, Shelby, St. 
Clair, Talladega, Tallapoosa 
and Winston counties.
	 In the Women’s Leader-
ship Division, four county 
organizations were honored 
for outstanding work for the 
past year. Those were: Region 

1, Marion County; Region 2, 
Jefferson County; Region 3, 
Clarke County; and Region 4, 
Barbour County.
	 Other special events were 
held during the conference, 
including a tribute breakfast 
to honor Federation leaders 
who passed away in 2020.
	 In the opening general 
session of the meeting, Bill 
Alverson, former assistant 
dean of the Auburn Univer-
sity College of Agriculture 
received the Service To Ag-
riculture Award, the highest 
honor given by the Federa-
tion.
	 Young Farmer contes-
tants and winners were an-
nounced and recognized 
during the annual meeting. 
Winners will represent Ala-
bama in contests with other 
state young farmer winners 
at the National Young Farm-
ers & Ranchers competition 
during the American Farm 
Bureau Federation’s virtual 
convention Jan. 8-14.
	 The meeting concluded 
with the announcement of 
plans for the organization’s 
centennial celebration that 
will culminate at the Federa-
tion’s 100th annual meeting 
Dec. 5-6, 2021 in Montgom-
ery.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – A 
new study published in the 
Mayo Clinic Proceedings 
by University of Alabama 
at Birmingham researchers 
shows that deaths related to 
mitral regurgitation, a com-
mon disease of heart valves, 
are now increasing since 
2012 after showing an initial 
decline between 1999 and 
2012. The death rates were 
highest among women, older 
individuals (≥85 years), Black 
individuals, and those liv-
ing in the non-metropolitan 
regions and in the western 
United States. 
	 Vibhu Parcha, M.D., a 
clinical research fellow in the 
UAB Division of Cardiovas-
cular Disease, says this study 

was an extensive surveillance 
exercise at a national level to 
look into the implications of 
advancements in the treat-
ment of mitral regurgitation, 
a common heart valve dis-
ease. Mitral regurgitation is 
frequently seen in up to 10% 
of individuals more than 75 
years of age and is associated 
with a high risk of mortality 
due to cardiovascular causes. 
	 Parcha and his investi-
gative team analyzed the na-
tionwide mortality data from 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention’s mortal-
ity database. This database 
registers the cause-specific 
mortality data for all Amer-
icans. This study by UAB re-
searchers identified some key 
temporal changes and areas 
of inequities and disparities 
in deaths due to mitral regur-

gitation valve disease.
	 “We found that, in the 
last two decades, there was a 
decline in deaths due to mi-
tral regurgitation until 2012 
at approximately 4% per 
annum,” Parcha said. “How-
ever, since 2012 there has 
been a concerning increase 
in the mortality rate at ap-
proximately 1.5% per an-
num. Overall, we found that 
women, older persons, those 
from racial minorities and 
those living in non-metropol-
itan areas disproportionately 
bear the mortality burden of 
this common heart condi-
tion.” 
	 Parcha added that im-
provements in surgical 
techniques, availability of 
minimally invasive surgical 
procedures and adherence to 
guideline-directed medical 

therapy may have contribut-
ed to the declining mortality.   
	 “The recent increase in 
the death rates could be due 
to increased recognition of 
the disease, overall aging of 
the U.S. population and plau-
sible contributions by valve 
diseases following increasing 
drug abuse,” he said. 
	 “The increase seen in the 
last five years could be due 
to the increased availability 
of advanced heart imaging 
modalities that allow us to 
detect this disease early,” said 
Garima Arora, M.D., who is a 
senior author on this investi-
gation.
	 “Resultantly, more deaths 
may have been attributed to 
this condition than what was 
previously recognized. Our 
study has found some im-
portant areas of disparities, 

such as that evident among 
women and those from racial 
minorities. These warrant 
our attention and further 
investigation. UAB’s Cardio-
vascular Institute caters to 
the needs of patients with 
heart valve diseases, includ-
ing mitral regurgitation, in 
Alabama and the surround-
ing states. Our excellent team 
of cardiologists, surgeons and 
caregivers provide compre-
hensive care for our valve dis-
ease patients.”
	 The UAB Cardiovascular 
Institute provides a broad 
spectrum of health care 
services for people with all 
types of heart disease in the 
southeastern United States. 
UAB Cardiology has set the 
standards in the field by pro-
viding patient care by com-
passionate, patient-centered 

and clinically advanced phy-
sicians and staff. 
	 “While this is an import-
ant nationwide surveillance 
study of mitral regurgitation 
mortality, there are some 
limitations, such as the de-
pendence on ICD-10 codes 
in the death certificates to 
capture the disease mortali-
ty,” said senior author Pankaj 
Arora, M.D., a physician-sci-
entist in UAB’s Division of 
Cardiovascular Disease. 
“Hence, we could not identify 
the exact etiology, the severi-
ty of the disease and the kind 
of treatment received by the 
people who died due to mi-
tral regurgitation in the U.S. 
in the last 20 years. Despite 
these limitations, this is the 
largest surveillance study of 
mitral regurgitation mortali-
ty in the U.S.”  

MONTGOMERY, Ala. 
– Attorney General Steve 
Marshall on Tuesday an-
nounced that former Lime-
stone County district judge 
Douglas Lee Patterson has 
been sentenced to serve 
four years in prison. Patter-
son pleaded guilty Oct. 30 
to three felony charges: use 
of official position or office 
for personal gain, financial 
exploitation of the elderly in 
the first degree, and theft of 
property in the third degree. 
	 For each of the counts of 
ethics violation and finan-
cial exploitation, Patterson 
was sentenced today to 16 
years, which was split for 
him to serve four years in 
prison followed by six years 
of supervised probation.
	 Patterson is required to 
serve all of the four years 
in prison, and if he fails to 
abide by the terms of proba-
tion, he could be ordered to 
serve the remainder of the 
16 years in prison.
	 For the third count of 
theft, he was sentenced to 
two years. All of the sentenc-
es run concurrently.
	 He also was ordered 
to pay restitution totaling 

$72,822 to his victims. 
	 “It is fitting that Patter-
son has received a stern sen-
tence for his crimes and that 
we have brought a measure 
of justice for his victims,” 
said Marshall.
	 “He betrayed the citi-
zens of Limestone County 
and exploited those who 
trusted him, stealing from 
the most vulnerable among 
us—children, the disabled 
and the elderly.
	 “This sentence serves 
to restore the public confi-
dence in our judicial system 
and sends a strong warning 
that such despicable actions 
will not be tolerated, and all 
will be held equally to ac-
count under the law.” 
	 FBI Birmingham Special 
Agent in Charge Johnnie 
Sharp Jr., said, “Everyone, 
even judges, are subject to 
the rule of law.
	 “The sentence handed 
down today demonstrates 
the FBI’s firm commitment 
to work with our law en-
forcement partners to ad-
dress public corruption at 
every level and hold public 
officials accountable when 
they violate the law, their 
oath of office and the pub-
lic’s trust.”
	 As part of Patterson’s 

plea agreement, he admitted 
to violating his oath of office 
and Alabama law by stealing 
$47,800 from the Limestone 
County Juvenile Court Ser-
vices Fund which was des-
ignated to support the chil-
dren of Limestone County.
	 As Limestone County’s 
juvenile court judge, Pat-
terson could and did impose 
supervision fees in certain 
juvenile cases, which he lat-
er stole and used for his own 
personal benefit.
	 By the time Patterson’s 
actions were discovered, he 
had emptied the juvenile ac-
count.
	 Patterson also admitted 
in court that, while serving 
as a private attorney, he fi-
nancially exploited Charles 
Lee Hardy, for whom he 
served as a court-appointed 
conservator.
	 Hardy, who died in De-
cember 2015, was a disabled 
military veteran living in a 
nursing home.
	 Patterson disregarded 
his obligation to protect 
Hardy’s finances and in-
stead plundered his account 
by taking Hardy’s money 
and spending it on himself.
	 By the time Hardy died, 
Patterson had emptied his 
account and left his family 

nothing to inherit from the 
account.
	 Finally, Patterson admit-
ted that he stole from anoth-
er conservatorship client, 
Rudolph Allen, while in pri-
vate practice.
	 In this case, Patterson 
stole $601 from Allen three 
years after he died in July 
2015.
	 Patterson spent the 
money on himself rather 
than turn it over to Allen’s 
family.
	 Marshall thanked the 
Birmingham Division/
Huntsville Resident Agen-
cy of the FBI for partnering 
with his Special Prosecu-
tions Division to investigate 
this matter. 
	 Attorney General Mar-
shall also thanked Presiding 
Circuit Court Judge Rob-
ert Baker of the Limestone 
County Circuit Court as well 
as the other employees of 
the Limestone County ju-
diciary for their assistance 
and cooperation in this mat-
ter.
	 He commended the at-
torneys and Special Agents 
of the Attorney General’s 
Special Prosecutions Divi-
sion for their outstanding 
work to achieve this convic-
tion.

Debra Davis
Contributor

Adam Pope 
Contributor

Joy Patterson
Contributor

ALABAMA FARMERS FEDERATION

Lydia Haynes of Cullman County was re-elected vice chair of 
the Alabama Farmers Federation State Women’s Leadership 
Committee during the Alabama Farmers Federation 99th 
annual meeting in Montgomery Dec. 6. She was also re-
elected to represent Region 1, which includes Blount, 
Cherokee, Colbert, Cullman, DeKalb, Etowah, Franklin, 
Jackson, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, 
Marion, Marshall, Morgan and Winston counties.
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9 Alabama football players named semifinalists for national awards
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – Ala-
bama football had nine play-
ers selected to 11 different 
semifinalist lists as awards 
season begins.
	 The Crimson Tide’s list 
of semifinalists includes: 
Landon Dickerson (Outland); 
Christian Harris (Butkus); 
Najee Harris (Doak Walker, 
Maxwell); Mac Jones (Dav-
ey O’Brien, Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm, Maxwell); Alex 
Leatherwood (Outland); 
Dylan Moses (Lott); Will 
Reichard (Groza); DeVonta 
Smith (Biletnikoff, Maxwell); 
and Patrick Surtain II (Bed-
narik, Lott, Thorpe). In addi-
tion, Crimson Tide head coach 
Nick Saban was named as a 
semifinalist for the George 
Munger Award, presented an-
nually to the nation’s top head 
coach.

Landon Dickerson
Outland
•	 Rated as the No. 1 overall 
run-blocking center by Pro 
Football Focus with a 91.3 
grade
•	 Also ranked as the No. 3 
overall center by PFF at 89.9
•	 Graded out at 99.6 per-
cent on all assignments while 
maintaining a 91.1 grade from 
the Alabama coaching staff
•	 Played 583 total snaps 
with just two missed assign-
ments and only one quarter-
back pressure allowed

Christian Harris
Butkus

•	 Paces the Crimson Tide 
defense in tackles with 64, 
including a team-high 43 solo 
stops
•	 Ranks second on UA in 
quarterback hurries with six 
and is third in sacks at 2.5 (-20 
yards)
•	 Added five tackles for loss 
(-23 yards) to go with two pass 
breakups

Najee Harris
Doak Walker | Maxwell
•	 Leads the nation in total 
touchdowns (20), rushing 
touchdowns (20) and scoring 
(120)
•	 Third nationally in forced 
missed tackles (64) while sit-
ting at fourth in both rushing 
yards (1,038) and scoring per 
game (13.3)
•	 Totaled two or more rush-
ing touchdowns in six of nine 
contests with at least one 
score in eight games this sea-
son
•	 Ranks third in Alabama 
history for single-season 
rushing touchdowns with 20 
this season and is fourth for 
career rushing scores at 40

Mac Jones
Davey O’Brien | Johnny Uni-
tas Golden Arm | Maxwell
•	 One of college football’s 
top passers who leads the na-
tion in seven separate catego-
ries including total QBR, PFF 
offensive grade for a quarter-
back, adjusted completion 
percentage, completion per-
centage, NFL passer rating, 
collegiate pass efficiency rat-
ing and yards per pass attempt
•	 Thrown for the most pass-

ing yards (3,113) and holds 
the highest completion per-
centage (75.7) by an Alabama 
quarterback through the first 
nine games of a season
•	 Totaled 13 touchdowns 
and 1,154 yards with a 232.75 
passer rating against ranked 
opponents (Texas A&M, 
Georgia, Auburn)

Alex Leatherwood
Outland
•	 Made 37 consecutive 
starts along the Alabama of-
fensive line
•	 Played 539 snaps and 
missed only two assignments
•	 Averaging an overall 
blocking grade of 90.8 by the 
Alabama coaching staff and 
has graded out at a team-high 
tying 99.6 on all assignments

Dylan Moses
Lott
•	 The leader of the Crimson 
Tide defense
•	 Paces UA in assisted tack-
les (27) while ranking second 
in total tackles (59) and third 
in solo stops (32)
•	 Added 5.5 tackles for loss 
(-30) to go with an intercep-
tion and two pass breakups

Will Reichard
Groza
•	 Tied for the national lead 
in consecutive made field 
goals with 11 dating back to 
last season
•	 Owns a perfect field goal 
percentage to tie for the lead 
in Division I
•	 Has gone 69-of-69 on all 
kicks, including 10 made field 
goals and 59 consecutive PATs

•	 Also contributing on kick-
offs, totaling 2,038 yards on 36 
boots with seven touchbacks

DeVonta Smith
Biletnikoff | Maxwell
•	 The national leader in 
receiving touchdowns (15), 
receiving yards (1,305) and 
yards after the catch (677)
•	 Pro Football Focus’ 
top-rated wide receiver this 
season and in the history of 
the site at 94.9
•	 Ranks second in the Ala-
bama single-season ranks for 
receiving scores while sitting 
at third in the Tide record 

books for receptions (80) and 
receiving yards
•	 Totaled four 200-plus 
yard receiving games for his 
career, including two this sea-
son, to set the Alabama career 
mark

Patrick Surtain II
Bednarik | Lott | Thorpe
•	 Rated as the nation’s top 
corner and No. 7 overall de-
fender by Pro Football Focus
•	 Maintains a coverage 
grade of 88.1 according to PFF, 
the third-best grade in the 
country
•	 Allowed 25 yards receiv-

ing or fewer in eight of the 
Tide’s nine games this season
•	 Targeted just 36 times all 
season and allowed only 14 
completions (1.56 cpg) and 
156 yards (17.3 ypg)

Finalists for awards will be an-
nounced in the coming weeks.
	 Get all the latest informa-
tion on the team by following 
@AlabamaFTBL on Twitter 
and Facebook and AlabamaF-
BL on Instagram. General ath-
letic news can also be found at 
UA_Athletics on Twitter and 
Instagram and AlabamaAth-
letics on Facebook.

UA Athletics 
rolltide.com

4 score in double-figures in UAB’s 77-55 victory over Troy

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Trey 
Jemison tied his career-high 
with 13 points and pulled 
down 10 rebounds in UAB’s 
77-55 victory over Troy on 
Sunday afternoon at Bartow 
Arena. The Blazers (4-0) are 
off to their best start since the 
2008-09 season. That team 
also began the season 4-0.
	 Tavin Lovan scored a 
game-high 18 points on 7-of-
10 shooting and Michael Er-
tel added 17 points, making 
6-of-12 shots. Kassim Nich-
olson led all players with a ca-
reer-high 11 rebounds. Quan 
Jackson scored 13 points and 
added three steals.
	 Troy’s Zay Williams 
scored a team-high for 17 for 
the Trojans (1-3). The Blazers 
came out of the gates scor-
ing the game’s first 11 points. 
The UAB defense forced 10 
straight Troy misses from the 
field and a pair of turnovers 
before the Trojans got on the 
scoreboard at the 14:55 mark 

of the 1st half.
	 The Blazers would see a 
17-point lead twice in the first 
half and would lead by dou-
ble-figures from 4:39 mark to 
the end of the contest.
	 Ertel’s 3-pointer at 15:05 
of the 2nd half sandwiched 
between Jackson’s dunk and 
layup put UAB up 53-31 and 
gave the Blazers their first 
20-point lead of the contest.
	 Less than two minutes 
later, Tyreek Scott-Grayson’s 
free throws made the score 
57-32 and gave the Blazers 
their largest lead of the game 
at 25 points. Tobias Rote-
gaard’s 3-pointer with 53 sec-
onds remaining also put UAB 
ahead by 25.
	 “I thought we really de-
fended well,” said head coach 
Andy Kennedy. “With Troy’s 
recent travel schedule, we 
wanted to apply pressure and 
through it would be problem-
atic. Defensively I thought we 
were outstanding.”
	 The Blazers held the 
Trojans to 30.5% shooting 
and held leading scorer Kam 

Woods (14.0 ppg) to just five 
points on 1-of-10 shooting. 
This was also the fourth 
consecutive game that the 
Blazers’ defense held the op-
ponent under 40% from the 
field.
	 “I’m pleased with the 
22-point win. I’m pleased 
we’ve gotten off 4-0 and we 
are looking forward to try 
and build on that Wednesday 
night.”
	 UAB will host Mobile (4-
4) at Bartow on Dec. 9. Addi-
tionally, the Rams, who are 
an NAIA program, have also 
played three Division I games 
against South Alabama, Flor-
ida Atlantic and Jacksonville 
State, which do not count 
towards their regular season 
record. Tipoff is at 6:30 p.m.
 
GAME NOTES
•	 The two other UAB 
squads that began 4-0 were 
the teams in 2004-05 and 
1983-84
•	 Nicholson’s previous ca-
reer rebounding high was 
nine on Nov. 11, 2019 against 

Alabama A&M
•	 This is Jemison’s second 
straight double-double game 
– he had 13-and-14 against 
Kennesaw State on Dec. 2
•	 Four Blazers players were 

over a +20:  Ertel (+28), Jack-
son (+26), Jemison (+24) and 
Nicholson (+22)
•	 Kennedy is 29-2 all-time 
against Sun Belt teams and is 
6-0 against Troy

•	 UAB improves to 12-1 
against Troy and was their 
second biggest margin of vic-
tory over the Trojans – UAB 
defeated Troy by 23 on Nov. 
17, 2016, 74-51

Ted Feeley
UAB Athletics 

UAB ATHLETICS

UAB’s Tavin Lovan (3) put up a game-high 18 points in the Blazers’ 77-55 win over Troy Sunday.

‘Never give up’: Brodarious Hamm wins James Owens Courage Award
AUBURN, Ala. – His grand-
mother’s words inspire 
Brodarious Hamm to perse-
vere, no matter the obstacle.
God gives his toughest battles 
to His strongest warriors, she 
told him.
	 Brodarious Hamm knows 
about tough battles. He sur-
vived cancer as a teenager, 
only to experience an even 
more devastating loss, the 
death of his son, Karter, in 
February.
	 Through it all, he became 
Auburn’s starting right tack-
le, inspiring teammates with 
his fortitude.
	 Before Auburn’s final 
home game Saturday, Hamm 
received the James Owens 
Courage Award, presented 
annually to a current or for-
mer Tiger football player 
who has displayed courage in 
the face of adversity, distin-
guishing himself while con-
tributing to the betterment 
of Auburn University,
	 “It meant a lot to me,” 
Hamm said. “I’m very thank-
ful for Auburn University 
picking me to receive the 
award. I’m just thankful that 
my coaches and my peers see 
me in that way. That’s how I 

try to carry myself. “
	 “He’s a wonderful hu-
man being who’s faced major 
adversity whether it’s been 
cancer when he first got here, 
or losing his child, which was 
unbelievably hard,” Auburn 
coach Gus Malzahn said. “For 
him to battle – he’s one of our 
starters, he’s one of our lead-
ers, he’s respected by every 
one of his teammates. I can’t 
say enough good things about 
Brodarious Hamm and how 
deserving he is of this award.”
	 Auburn team chaplain 
Rev. Chette Williams offici-
ated the memorial service for 
3-month-old Karter Hamm, 
who passed away unexpect-
edly in February.
	 “I love Brodarious tre-
mendously and his family is 
so sweet,” said Williams, the 
2018 recipient of the James 
Owens Courage Award. 
“During the tragedy, we got 
really close.
	 “It’s been tremendous 
for me to watch his matricu-
lation from when he first got 
here, knowing he couldn’t 
even go out on the field. To 
see his fortitude in continu-
ing on and not giving up, 
that’s courage in itself.
	 “Knowing it was going to 
take two years for him to even 
get on the field. On top of 

that, for him to do the rehab, 
the physical work on and off 
the field. He was just amaz-
ing. I’ve never seen anything 
like it, plus going through ra-
diation treatments and then 
coming out here.
	 “On top of that, last year 
for the tragedy to hit his fam-
ily and for him to bounce 
back the way he has and now 
become one of the premier 
tackles in the SEC, it’s a huge, 
huge accomplishment, not 
only for him but for his wife 
and his family.”
	 Diagnosed with Hodgkin 
lymphoma two weeks after 
signing with Auburn in 2016, 
Brodarious credits his faith 
and his wife, Kayla, for help-
ing him endure.
	 “We’re strong together,” 
he said. “She was there for me 
and I’m there for her, still to 
this day. We pick each other 
up. She was there through 
everything, chemo, then our 
son passing. She’s a strong 
woman. I’m thankful that 
God put her in my life.
	 “I’m a big family guy. I give 
all thanks to God. Through 
my faith, my grandma, she’s 
always told me to put God 
first in everything you do, and 
He’ll never let you down.”
	 Brodarious and Kayla 
welcomed daughter Kalani 

Grace on Nov. 29, bringing 
anew to their home the joy 
the Hamms felt last year 
when Karter was born.
	 “He opened my eyes 
to a lot,” Hamm said. “You 
wouldn’t think you could love 
a person so much to bend 
over backwards for him. Even 

though he wasn’t here that 
long, I just felt different.”
	 Brodarious Hamm 
learned of the courage of 
James Owens, Auburn’s first 
Black football player, from his 
friend and teammate James 
Owens Moss, the grandson of 
James Owens.

	 Like the namesake of the 
award he received, Brodar-
ious encourages others to 
press on.
	 “I want to tell people to 
never give up,” Hamm said. 
“Keep believing and chasing 
your dreams. God has a plan 
for everyone.”

Jeff Shearer
AU Athletics

UA ATHLETICS

Nine Alabama football players have been named semifinalists for several national awards.

TODD VAN EMST/AU ATHLETICS 

Auburn offensive lineman Brodarius Hamm (56) was presented with this 
year’s James Owens Courage Award before Saturday’s game.
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HEALTH

Alabama reviews 14-day home 
quarantine for COVID-19 contacts
MONTGOMERY, Ala. – 
The Alabama Department 
of Public Health (ADPH) is 
working to make the changes 
in processes to allow for a re-
duced quarantine period for 
persons who may have been 
exposed to COVID-19. Only 
the Alabama State Health 
Officer has the authority to 
establish state quarantine 
and isolation requirements.
	 The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has recommended 
two additional options for 
quarantine and asked states 
to review their respective 
COVID-19 situations. In its 
commitment to protect Al-
abamians during this pan-
demic, ADPH is studying the 
information and supporting 
documentation to make rec-
ommendations specific to 
Alabama. Record high num-
bers of new COVID-19 cases, 
deaths, and hospitalizations 
have occurred in Alabama 
this week, requiring ongoing 
review of what the impact of 
changes in home quarantine 
requirements could have in 
our state.
	 According to CDC, 14 
days remains the optimal 
time for home quarantine, 
as this time frame covers the 
broad range of the incuba-
tion period for COVID-19. 
Exercising options for home 
quarantine of less than 
14 days carries attendant 
risks of disease, especially 
in Alabama’s environment 
of widespread community 
transmission, high overall 
percent positivity, and need 
to preserve testing capacity 
for symptomatic and high-
risk individuals.
	 ADPH is working to 
make the changes needed to 
allow the release of persons 

from quarantine at 10 days 
under certain conditions 
identified in the CDC’s rec-
ommendations. CDC’s up-
dated guidance requires ad-
ditional conditions for home 
quarantine of 10 days which 
include no COVID-related 
symptoms, daily self-mon-
itoring for symptoms, and 
consistent social distanc-
ing and mask wearing. This 
will require ADPH to make 
changes to current process-
es which should be finalized 
before December 11. Even if 
excused from 14-day quar-
antine, persons must use 
extreme caution regarding 
monitoring for symptoms 
for the full two weeks and 
practice mitigation strate-
gies within and beyond the 
quarantine period. Home 
quarantine for residents 
of long-term care and cor-
rectional facilities will not 
change from the current 14-
day requirement.
	 State Health Officer Dr. 
Scott Harris said, “While we 
would like to be able to de-
crease the home quarantine 
time frame to seven days 

for persons who may have 
been exposed to COVID-19, 
this is not possible at this 
time due to a number of rea-
sons including our high case 
numbers and the disparity 
in testing resources among 
different parts of our state. 
We should not knowingly 
increase the percentage of 
possibly infectious asymp-
tomatic persons out and 
about. Even though there is 
hope that our first doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine may ar-
rive in the next two weeks, 
we are still months away 
from having enough vac-
cine to protect everyone. So, 
ADPH continues to encour-
age every Alabamian to stay 
home when possible, and to 
practice social distancing 
and wear masks when they 
must be out. Please protect 
the most vulnerable peo-
ple in our state by doing the 
right things.”
	 For additional informa-
tion concerning the CDC’s 
quarantine guidance, please 
go to www.cdc.gov/corona-
virus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-
sick/quarantine.html. 

Karen Landers, M.D.
Contributor

Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828
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Poinsettias: Caring for the Christmas flower
AUBURN UNIVERSITY, 
Ala. – Poinsettias reign su-
preme as the main flowers 
of the holiday season. Also 
known as the Christmas 
flower, these beautiful plants 
offer a variety of colors that 
complement any holiday dec-
orations. During Christmas, 
red and green poinsettias are 
the most common. However, 
there are a wide variety of 
other colors, including pink, 
white, orange, marbled, pale 
green and cream. To keep 
poinsettias thriving through 
the holidays, there are few 
things people must do.

Choosing the plant
Chip East, an Alabama Ex-
tension commercial horti-
culture regional agent, said 
to have a vibrant poinsettia 
through the season, the first 
step is choosing the correct 
plant.
	 “When picking a poin-
settia, choose one with col-

orful bracts but one that the 
blooms have not opened,” 
East said.
	 Bracts are the colorful 
leaves most people associate 
with the plant. The actual 
poinsettia flower is the small 
green or yellow flower in the 
center of the bracts. Plants 
should appear full, with dark 
green leaves attached from 
the colored bracts to almost 
the base of the plant. The 
leaves should be completely 
free of disease and insects.

Care and maintenance
Poinsettias do not tolerate 
high moisture or shaded ar-
eas. After purchasing, place 
the poinsettia in a window-
sill when possible. They can 
be moved to areas for display 
when needed. They thrive in 
bright sunlight with moder-
ate temperatures no higher 
than 70 degrees. However, if 
the sunlight is too direct, the 
bracts will discolor.
	 “If a decorative wrap is 
around the pot, remove the 
plant from the wrap before 

watering,” East said. “Allow 
the water to drain before 
placing the plant back in the 
wrap.”

Lifespan
The average lifespan of an 
attractive poinsettia is about 
two to four weeks, or with 
exceptional care, six to eight 
weeks. However, it is actu-
ally a perennial plant that 
could live for many years. If 
someone wants to attempt to 
reflower and maintain their 
poinsettia, it will need more 
attention than in the Christ-
mas season.
	 “Getting a plant to reflow-
er is difficult for the home 
grower but can be done,” 
East said. “Spending time to 
reflower a poinsettia would 
make a home grower appreci-
ate the nursery that original-
ly grew it.”

More information
For more information on car-
ing for Christmas poinsettias, 
visit www.aces.edu or contact 
your county Extension office.

Justin Miller
Contributor

ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

HOLLY POND, Ala. – The 
residents of Holly Pond will 
soon have their tornado si-
ren again after the council 
on Monday night approved 
the estimated $20,000 cost 
to repair it. Although the re-
pair was previously approved 
by Former Mayor Bill Oliver, 
the cost had not been deter-
mined. New Mayor Carla 
Hart informed the council of 
the estimated cost Monday. 
The council approved moving 
forward, with Councilman 
Charles Holcomb saying, “I 
look forward to hearing it.” 
	 The council approved 
the re-appointment of Linda 
Pope as town clerk. ]
	 Members of the council 
had several questions about 
the town clerk’s employment 
package and felt they needed 
more time to discuss the sub-
ject in detail.
	 The council will meet 
Monday, Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. in 
to discuss the schedule, pay 
and other details of the posi-
tion. 
	 A familiar face was in at-
tendance Monday. Former 
council member Ricky Carr 
said he is “happy to be back.” 
Carr, who will be focused on 
the wastewater treatment 
plant, was appointed to fill 
the Place 3 vacancy on the 
council. 

In old business the council 
discussed and took the fol-
lowing actions:
•	 Lower Bros. Tennis 
Courts of Birmingham will 
come look at and give an esti-
mate on the cost of repairing/
resurfacing the town’s tennis 
courts

•	 Seamless gutters have 
been added to the senior cen-
ter as well as some concrete 
work completed. 

In new business, the coun-
cil discussed and took the 
following actions:
•	 The council approved 
Hart to spend up to $3,000 on 
needed repairs to the Town’s 
bush hog. A new gearbox and 
blades are needed. 

•	 The council approved the 
payment of $3998 to Air Med 
for another year. This covers 
all residents within the town 
limits of Holly Pond who 
would need Air Med in Holly 
Pond and Cullman County. 

•	 Approval of $100 to Peo-
ple Against a Littered State 
(PALS)

•	 Approval of $1,000 do-
nation to Good Samaritan 
Health Clinic

•	 Approval of the purchase 
of 12 new globes for the lamp 
posts at Danes Statue-cost 
$347.86

•	 The council will continue 
to look into the purchase of 
new trash cans for Governors 

Park. 

•	 Approved Town employ-
ees to make repairs to the 
retaining wall at the entrance 
to the ballpark

•	 Voted to discontinue the 

Wi-Fi service at the town’s 
parks when it expires Dec. 31, 
2020 

•	 Hired Ann Harris for 
temporary part-time work at 
the library when needed 

•	 The requested purchase 
of new tires for the Ranger 
truck was tabled. 

•	 The request for a 
weed-eater with a longer 
shaft and strap was tabled.

•	 A one-time pay adjust-
ment in mid-December of 
$100 was approved for the 
Town’s four employees. 

•	 Approved reimbursing 
council members for expens-
es when doing business for 

the Town. 

Hart thanked the Holly Pond 
Civitans for the donation of 
$3,333 for the new pavilion at 
the park. 	Also, the luminaries 
will be lit in Governors Park 
Dec. 12, 2020. 

Holly Pond (from Front)
Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

37716, Phone No: 865-425-4400, an Answer to the Petition for Termination of Parental Rights filed by the 

Tennessee Department of Children’s Service, within thirty (30) days of the last date of publication of this notice, 

which will be 30th day of December 2020, or appear personally in the Juvenile Court of Monroe County, 

Tennessee, at 4500 New Hwy 68, Suite 4, Madisonville, TN 37354, on the 12th day of March, 2021, at 10:00 a.m., 

to personally answer the Petition for Termination of Parental Rights.  Failing to appear for the hearing of this date 

and time, without good cause, will result in the loss of your right to contest the petition to terminate your parental 

rights to the child(ren) listed above.  You may view and obtain a copy of the Petition and any other subsequently 

filed legal documents at the Juvenile Court Clerk’s Office, 4500 New Hwy 68, Suite 4, Madisonville, Tennessee 

37354.  

 ENTERED this    23    day of   November, 2020. 

       DWAINE THOMAS  
       Juvenile Court Judge 
 

NOTICE 
 
Any appeal of the trial court’s final disposition of the complaint or petition for termination of parental rights will 
be governed by the provisions of Rule 8A, Tennessee Rules of Appellate Procedure, which imposes special time 
limitations for the filing of a transcript or statement of the evidence, the completion and transmission of the record 
on appeal, and the filing of briefs in the appellate court, as well as other special provisions for expediting the 
appeal.  All parties must review Rule 8A, Tennessee Rules of Appellate Procedure, for information concerning the 
special provisions that apply to any appeal of this case. 
 
APPROVED FOR ENTRY: 
Ian McCabe, BPR #, 028590 
Assistant General Counsel 
Department of Children’s Services 
182 Frank L. Diggs Drive, Suite 100 
Clinton, TN 37716 
Phone: (865) 425-4400 

IN THE JUVENILE COURT FOR MONROE COUNTY, TENNESSEE 
 
STATE OF TENNESSEE  
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN’S SERVICES 
 
   Petitioner, 
 
v.        Docket No: J20-0303 
 
JACKIE KENNEDY, and 
ROCK KENNEDY,   
 
   Respondents.     
 
IN THE MATTER OF: 
 TOBY KENNEDY  DOB: 03/06/2006 
A CHILD UNDER EIGHTEEN (18) YEARS OF AGE 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 It appearing to the Court from the allegations of the Petition for Termination of Parental Rights, Motion 

for Service by Publication and Affidavit of Diligent Search that the whereabouts of the Respondent Rock Kennedy 

is unknown and cannot be ascertained by diligent search, therefore, the ordinary process of law cannot be served 

upon Rock Kennedy.  It is therefore, ORDERED that said Respondent be served by publication of the following 

Notice for four (4) consecutive weeks in the Cullman Tribune, a newspaper published in Cullman County, 

Alabama. 

 It is further ORDERED that if the Respondent Rock Kennedy does not enter an appearance or otherwise 

Answer the Petition, further personal service or service by further publication shall be dispensed with and service 

of any future notices, motions, orders or other legal documents in this matter may be made upon the Respondent 

by filing same with the Monroe County Juvenile Court Clerk, 4500 New Hwy 68, Suite 4, Madisonville, TN 

37354. 

NOTICE 

TO THE RESPONDENT:  ROCK ALLEN KENNEDY 

 The State of Tennessee, Department of Children’s Services, has filed a Petition against you seeking to 

terminate forever your parental rights to Toby Kennedy.  It appearing that ordinary process of law cannot be 

served upon you because your whereabouts are unknown.  You are hereby ORDERED to serve upon Ian McCabe, 

Attorney for the Tennessee Department of Children’s Services, 182 Frank L. Diggs, Suite 100, Clinton, Tennessee 
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Obituary Announcements: Dec. 9

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

CULLMAN, Ala. – The 
Cullman County Animal 
Shelter’s Donna Ruttkay 
shares The Cullman Tribune 
Pet of the Week:
	 Samuel is a 5-year-old 
Terrier mix. Despite his laid-

back pose for the photo, he’s 
a fairly lively medium-en-
ergy pet described as “an 
unassuming fellow who has 
remarkable social skills.”
	 He has good spatial 
awareness and is great on his 
leash. He’s patient and calm 
when in his kennel.
	 He cherishes time with 

his people and will be very 
comfortable sitting in a chair 
close by. 
	 Samuel has the makings 
of a good therapy, compan-
ion or reading dog.
	 Samuel’s adoption fee is 
$100 which includes DHLPP 
vaccine, Bordetella vaccines, 
rabies vaccine, wormer, gen-

eral exam at the vet, neuter-
ing, microchip, free 30-day 
health insurance policy is-
sued by 24PetWatch (with 
valid email only) and a free 
bag of food from Cullman 
Pet Depot (you must pay 
sales tax).
	 Animal shelter staff and 
volunteers work with their 

dogs to make sure they are 
accustomed to being around 
people, walking on a leash 
and practicing good behav-
ior.
	 Several of the shelter’s 
canine friends have even 
been “hired” to work as ther-
apy and special needs service 
dogs.  

	 Please consider adopting, 
to give a rescued pet a chance 
at a happy and healthy life.
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448 or cullman-
c o u n t y a n i m a l s h e l t e r @
gmail.com.
	 Visit the shelter at 935 
Convent Road NE. 

Samuel (from Front)

brought a new set of chal-
lenges as books can’t be san-
itized in the same way other 
equipment can. The excite-
ment of going to the library 
and searching the shelves and 
thumbing through the books 
in hopes of finding a great 
read can’t happen. Partain 
has been creative while try-
ing to make sure her students 
are staying excited about 
reading. 
	 She explained, “I go into 
the classroom a lot with the 
students. I go in and do a lot 
of lessons with them- Digital 
Citizenship lessons or just 

trying to promote reading, 
maybe tell them about a new 
book coming out. They like 
that.” 
	 The kids are able to use 
their Chromebooks and see 
the books available in the 
library. The students then 
reserve books and Partain 
delivers the books to them. 
Now, when a student returns 
a book, the book must sit for 
a total of four days untouched 
to make sure it is safe for the 
next student.
	 “Their favorite way to 
pick out a book is to be able to 
look at the cover, look at the 

pictures, hold it and read the 
summary, but they can’t do 
that this year,” said Partain. 
“I give them the choice, since 
they can’t do that this year. If 
they get a book and they say, 
‘I don’t know about this,’ I let 
them bring it back. I let them 
request a different book.” 
She said students really miss 
coming in the library. 
	 Partain said some of the 
new books that are extreme-
ly popular among the mid-
dle school students are the 
“Diary of a Wimpy Kid,” “Big 
Nate” and “Harry Potter” se-
ries. She said the big things 

right now are graphic novels, 
which are written in a com-
ic book style. Books such as 
“Stranger Things” and books 
about Greek mythology are in 
huge demand and written in 
the graphic novel style. 
	 The “I Survived” series is 
another great reading choice. 
It is a hybrid between fiction 
and real historical events. 
	 Said Partain, “This se-
ries, I have it two ways. One 
like a chapter book and one 
like a graphic novel. It takes 
historical events but then it 
turns into a fictional story set 
in that time period. They love 

that.” 
	 Topics like the sinking of 
the Titanic and the Hinden-
burg disaster are included in 
the “I Survived” series. 
	 “It’s hard to give one par-
ticular title because he has 
written several series,” Par-
tain said, referencing one of 
her students’ favorite authors 
Rick Riordan. “This author, 
no matter what series it is, 
they want more!” 
	 Partain was able to pur-
chase more of the books her 
students really love with the 
grants and she said she is ap-
preciative of the help. 

	 “We really do appreci-
ate Dollar General for giving 
teachers the opportunity to 
write grants about literacy. I 
am grateful because they are 
good to the schools and giv-
ing back to students. Then, of 
course, Operation Round-Up. 
I don’t know what we would 
do without them,” she smiled. 
“Through my years of teach-
ing, I have received multiple 
grants from them from when 
I taught kindergarten to sec-
ond grade to being elemen-
tary, middle school and high 
school librarian. They’ve 
been really good to us.” 

Granted (from Front)

Funeral services for 
Myrtle “Tiny” Hardin 
Oaks, 89, of Eva will 
be at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 12, 2020 at Daniels 
Chapel Baptist Church 
with Tim Aris, Jeremy 
Calloway, and Tim 
Kinney officiating; 
interment in Daniels 
Chapel Cemetery. 
Visitation will be from 
11 a.m.-2 p.m. prior to 
the service. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mrs. 
Oaks passed away 
Monday, Dec. 7, 2020 at 
Summerford Nursing 
Home. She was born 
Jan. 28, 1931 to Isaac and 
Cammie Lee Hardin. 
She was preceded in 
death by her daughter 
Donna Mackentepe; 
husbands Edward Oaks 
and Elijah Peppers; 
and parents Isaac and 
Cammie Lee Hardin. 
Survivors include her 
daughter Debra Hunter; 
son Dwight (Edith) 
Oaks; son Dewayne 
(Daphne) Oaks; 
daughter Dewanda 
(Earl) Brinkley; 14 
grandchildren; 13 
great-grandchildren; 
and a host of nieces 
and nephews.

Leoma White Hood, 
93, of Double Springs 
entered into rest 
Monday, Dec. 7, 2020 at 
her home. Leoma was 
born Jan. 12, 1927 in 
Winston County to W.F. 
and Ludie Bailey White. 
No public services will be 
held. Leoma is survived 
by her son Larry Hood; 

daughter Rita Banner 
and her husband Doug; 
brother Clovis White 
and his wife Betty; three 
grandchildren Delilah 
Atkins, Marcie Hill, and 
Michael Hood; and five 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
Triston Atkins, Kailee 
Hill, Kyeler Hill, 
Melissa Hood, and 
Molly Hood. She was 
preceded in death by 
her husband Willard 
Hood; parents W.F 
and Ludie White; and 
siblings Zona Pinkard, 
Nova Whitehead, Dotty 
Husky, Nolan White, 
and Noble White.

Funeral services for 
Clyde Jerome Speegle, 
70, of Crane Hill will be 
at 2 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 
10, 2020 at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home 
with Rev. Stephen Link 
officiating; interment in 
Brushy Creek Cemetery.  
Visitation will be from 
9 a.m.-noon prior to 
the service. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mr. 
Speegle passed away 
Monday, Dec. 7, 2020 
at his residence.  He 
was born Sept. 18, 1950 
to Clyde and Vonda 
Lee Speegle. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents and brothers 
Darrell Speegle and 
Michael Speegle. 
Survivors include his 
wife Robin Speegle; 
daughter Wendy 
Speegle; son Jason (Rita) 
Speegle; daughter Stacy 
Amber (Stacy) Peck; 
grandchildren Jonathan 

Speegle, Wyatt Peck, 
Madison Speegle, and 
Rileigh Peck; sisters Ann 
Hedge, Linda Link, and 
Sara Tyree; and a host 
of nieces and nephews.

Memorial service 
details are incomplete 
at this time for 
Jennifer Michelle 
Hill, 30, of Hanceville. 
Cullman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 
Mrs. Hill passed away 
Monday, Dec. 7, 2020 
at UAB Hospital. She 
is survived by her 
mother Tammy (Brian) 
Cornelius; grandmother 
Dorothy Miller; mother 
and father-in-law 
Bobby and Cloressia 
Mattox; husband 
Denzel Mattox; son 
Gabriel Laney Mattox; 
daughter Hazel Kindred 
Chandler; brothers 
Jimmy Hill, Joseph 
Hill; family and friends.

Linda Gail Hall, 78, of 
Double Springs entered 
into death Monday, 
Dec. 7, 2020 at her 
home surrounded by 
her loving family. Linda 
was born June 25, 1942 
in Double Springs. 
She loved gardening, 
canning, and sewing. 
She loved her family 
and was a loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. 
Visitation will be held 
Thursday, Dec. 10, 2020 
from 10 a.m.-noon at 
Nichols Funeral Home 
in Double Springs, 
where services will be 
at noon. Brother Chris 

Comeens will officiate. 
Burial will be in Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Linda is 
survived by her husband 
Louis A. Hall; son Jeff 
Franks and his wife 
Johnna; granddaughter 
Brandi Morgan; 
grandson Craig Franks; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
Addie and Coda Morgan, 
and Kimber Franks (on 
the way); sister Janice 
Hill; brother Jimmy 
Comeens; three step-
children Louis Hall 
Jr, Jimmy Hall, and 
Sandra Wright; step-
grandchildren Jackson 
Hall, Park Hall, Brantley 
Hall, Laurel Hall, 
Jonathan Wright and 
Halee Morris; and step-
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
Lynlee Morris and 
Saylor Wright. She was 
preceded in death by 
parents Reverend J.D. 
and Jeanette Comeens; 
brothers Larry, 
Lamar, and Luther 
Wayne Comeens; and 
sister Lori Comeens. 

Funeral services 
for Aaron Dewayne 
Freeman, 84, of 
Hanceville, Alabama 
will be at noon Friday, 
Dec. 11, 2020 at 
Hanceville Funeral 
Home Chapel. Burial 
will follow at Persimmon 
Grove Cemetery in 
Brushy Pond, Alabama. 
Leon Mauldin will be 
officiating. Visitation 
for Mr. Freeman will be 
from 10 a.m. until service 
time at the funeral 
home. Mr. Freeman is 
survived by his children 

Danita (Leo) Smith 
and Tracey (Darrell) 
Talley; grandchildren 
Destiny Jade (Heath) 
Jones, Sonny Bernard 
(Melissa) Doss and 
Alexander Dewayne 
(Joselyn) Doss; great-
grandchildren Lilly 
Belle Jones, Amberly 
Doss, and Jackson 
Doss; a host of nieces 
and nephews; and a 
great aunt Edna Graves. 
Mr. Freeman was 
preceded in death by 
his wife Sarah Glenda 
Sue Price Freeman; 
parents Leldon and 
Lillie (Chandler) 
Freeman; and sister 
Joyce Alafaye Sherer.

Anthony Gene Yates, 
52, of Holly Pond passed 
away Tuesday, Dec. 8, 
2020. He was born June 
28, 1968 in Marshall 
County, to Donald 
Gene Yates and Gladys 
Louise Arrington. Mr. 
Yates enjoyed football 
and the outdoors. 
Before his retirement, 
Anthony worked as 
a dog catcher for the 
City of Huntsville. He 
was full of mischief 
and was always causing 
“trouble.” Anthony was a 
son, father, grandfather, 
brother, uncle, and a 
friend. His joy came in 

spending time with his 
grandchildren and he 
loved being their “Papa.” 
Mr. Yates is survived by 
his father Donald Gene 
Yates; mother Gladys 
Louise Arrington Carr; 
daughters Jennifer 
(Jimmy) Bedsole; 
Laura (Garrett) Totcky; 
brothers Kevin (Tara) 
Yates, Brian (Cassie) 
Carr; sister Glendia 
Breaux; godson Damen 
Guthrie; grandchildren 
Christopher Bedsole, 
Luke Bedsole, Drew 
Bedsole, Layla Totcky; 
and a host of nieces 
and nephews. Funeral 
services for Mr. Yates 
are at 3 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 13, 2020 at Union 
Grove Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church; 
Dr. David Chambers 
officiating. Burial 
will follow in the 
adjoining cemetery. 
Phil White, Chris Culp, 
Eric Arrington, Jason 
Arrington, Damen 
Guthrie, Christopher 
Bedsole, Tony 
Arrington, and Glenn 
Arrington will serve as 
pallbearers. Friends 
may visit with the family 
Sunday, Dec. 13 at the 
church, beginning at 1 
p.m. Holly Pond Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Yates family.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

•Casket
•Removal  of  loved one (35  mi le  range)
•Al l  preparat ions  charges  for  v iewings
•Bas ic  Regis ter  Book and 50 Memoria l  Cards
•Unl ined Concrete  Box Outer  Buria l  Container
•Same Day Chapel  Viewing and Chapel  Service

T H I S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  D O E S  N O T  O W N  A  C R E M A T O R Y

HOLLY POND FUNERAL HOME

161 BROOKLYN ROAD, HOLLY POND, AL | 256-796-0333

OPTIONS INCLUDE:

TRADITIONAL “CARE”
BURIAL PACKAGE SPECIAL

A D D I T I O N A L  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E  |  A F F O R D A B L E  C R E M A T I O N  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E

$3,995

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D  S I N C E  1 9 9 8
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*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472
© 2020 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

STK#14004 LIST $25,895

NOW $16,995*

NEW 2021 BUICK ENCORE NEW 2021 BUICK ENCORE 
Preferred FWD

STK#17096 LIST $52,855

NOW $40,995*

NEW 2021 GMC ACADIA NEW 2021 GMC ACADIA 
FWD Denali

STK#17358LIST $59,840

SALE PRICE $46,995*

NEW 2021 GMC SIERRA 1500 NEW 2021 GMC SIERRA 1500 
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive SLT

STK#14033LIST $60,700

SALE PRICE $47,995*

NEW 2021 BUICK ENCLAVE NEW 2021 BUICK ENCLAVE 
Avenir FWD

STK#08380LIST $35,965

NOW $24,995*

NEW 2020 GMC TERRAINNEW 2020 GMC TERRAIN
FWD SLT

HAPPY HOLIDAYS BEGIN WITH
BELOW GM EMPLOYEE PRICING FOR EVERYONE!!

BELOW GM 
EMPLOYEE 

PRICING FOR 
EVERYONE!!

!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
LOADED
!!!!!!!!!!!!!

HEALTH

Understanding health insurance 
referrals and prior authorizations

OUTDOORS

Alabama announces closure of the 2020 red snapper season for private anglers 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. – 
Some health plans require re-
ferrals or prior authorization 
before you receive services 
from health care providers 
other than your primary care 
provider (PCP). A referral 
is an order from your PCP 
to see a specialist or receive 
certain medical services 
from some providers. Your 
PCP helps make the decision 
about whether specialist ser-
vices are necessary for you.

	 Prior authorization is ap-
proval from the health plan 
before you get a service or 
fill a prescription. The health 
plan reviews medical records 
from your providers and de-
cides whether the service or 
prescription drug meets the 
plan’s rules for medical ne-
cessity.
	 When they are required, 
your health plan may not 
pay any of the costs of the 
services without a referral or 
prior authorization.

Top considerations

Some health plans, like Point 
of Service (POS) plans, re-
quire referrals to see spe-
cialists. Other types of health 
plans, including Health 
Maintenance Organizations 
(HMOs) and others, may re-
quire prior authorization for 
some services.
	 If you need special treat-
ment, service, or medical 
equipment, you may need to 
get approval first from your 
health plan. This is called 
prior authorization. A health 
plan gives prior authoriza-
tion when a service is med-

ically necessary. Without it, 
your health plan may not pay 
any of the costs. You can ask 
your provider if you need pri-
or authorization. Some pro-
viders contact the health plan 
directly for prior authoriza-
tion.

Things you should know
In an emergency, you should 
go to the closest hospital. 
Your health plan can’t re-
quire prior authorization 
before you go to the emer-
gency department. You may 
still have to pay some of the 

costs of emergency services 
depending on your plan. For 
instance, you may have to pay 
a co-pay or part of the costs if 
you haven’t met your deduct-
ible.
	 When it’s not an emer-
gency, you can check your 
health plan website or doc-
uments, or call the plan, to 
find out if a service you need 
requires a referral or prior 
authorization.

Top things to remember
•	 Contact your health in-
surance plan for referrals. In 

some instances, if you don’t 
get a referral before receiving 
care, the plan may not pay any 
of the costs of the services.
•	 Ask your provider if you 
need prior authorization 
for your medical care. Some 
providers may contact your 
health plan on your behalf for 
prior authorization. If prior 
authorization is required, the 
plan will likely need medical 
records from your provider.
•	 If you go to an emergency 
department, your health plan 
can’t require prior authoriza-
tion before your visit.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. – Af-
ter completing a review of 
the extended fall weekend 
private angler red snapper 
season, the Alabama Depart-
ment of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (ADCNR) 
has determined the private 
angler red snapper quota for 
the 2020 season has been 
met. Therefore, Alabama 
waters will remain closed to 

private angler and state-li-
censed charter red snapper 
fishing until the 2021 season 
is established.
	 For the 2020 season, 
NOAA Fisheries allocated 
Alabama 1.12 million pounds 
of red snapper for private an-
glers.
	 “This has been an inter-
esting year for red snapper 
fishing,” said Scott Bannon, 
director of ADCNR’s Marine 
Resources Division. “The 
season started out with an 

amazing amount of effort 
due to favorable weather, 
with the exception of Tropi-
cal Storm Cristobal, and we 
closed earlier than anticipat-
ed. It was determined that 
there was enough quota re-
maining to have limited fall 
weekend fishing which was 
something many anglers had 
previously asked us for. The 
weather did not cooperate 
with three more hurricanes 
impacting Alabama during 
the fall reopening and it took 

an additional 17 days to use 
the quota.”
	 “Once again, Alabama’s 
private recreational anglers 
have benefited from the state 
management of private an-
gler red snapper,” said Chris 
Blankenship, ADCNR com-
missioner. “We are able to 
monitor the harvest accu-
rately and in a timely manner 
allowing anglers maximum 
opportunities to fish the Al-
abama quota. Under feder-
al management we would 

have been tied to the harvest 
of all of the Gulf states and 
we could have seen a much 
shorter season this year. The 
federal system definitely 
would not have been able to 
make adjustments week to 
week and may not have been 
able to keep anglers from 
fishing over the quota, as we 
have done.”
	 Additional red snapper 
landing information from 
the 2018 - 2020 seasons is 
available at www.outdooral-

abama.com/2020-red-snap-
per-landings-summary.
	 The Alabama Depart-
ment of Conservation and 
Natural Resources promotes 
wise stewardship, manage-
ment and enjoyment of Al-
abama’s natural resources 
through four divisions: Ma-
rine Resources, State Lands, 
State Parks, and Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries. To 
learn more about ADCNR, 
visit www.outdooralabama.
com.
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