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Curt's Closet
prepares for
move, eyes
February opening
in new location

The former office of The Link of Cullman County is about
to receive new life with just as noble a cause.

JULIE HALL/THE LINK OF CULLMAN COUNTY

» PAGE 4

HOMEGROWN HOPE

Agriplex to give free raised garden beds, more to 30 lower income families

The North Alabama Agnplex is located at 1714 Tally Ho St. NW, Cullman

North Alabama Agriplex
Contributor
CULLMAN, Ala. - The

North Alabama Agriplex, a
local nonprofit dedicated
to education and promot-
ing Alabama’s agriculture
and future sustainability, on
Thursday announced its new
program Homegrown Home,
through which it will provide
30 lower income families
with free raised garden beds,
ongoing gardening educa-
tion and tools of the trade in
early 2021.

The Agriplex recently
wrapped up its United States
Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Farmers to Families
Food Box pickup service pro-
gram in which it partnered
with local farmers and sever-
al food bank agencies to pro-
vide fresh foods to communi-
ty members in need.

Agriplex Homegrown
Hope Director Julie Kelly
said, “This first launch for
Homegrown Hope is exciting
for us. Who knows? Maybe
next year we can provide two
or three times as many gar-

den beds and plants in more
locations!”

COVID-19 has forced
many businesses, nonprofits
and other agencies to rethink
and develop new ways to ac-
complish their goals. The
Agriplex is stretching out in
new directions to keep serv-
ing and educating Alabami-
ans from a safe distance. To
accomplish this new endeav-
or, the Agriplex is partnering
with Alabama’s Mountains,
Rivers and Valleys RC&D
Council, the Cullman Coun-
ty Extension Office and Ala-

K GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

bama Master Gardeners.

To apply to participate
in the Homegrown Hope
program, visit https://bit.
ly/3n9iBZP.

The Agriplex is located at
1714 Tally Ho St. NW, Cull-
man.

About the North Alabama
Agriplex

Over a decade ago, commu-
nity leaders and members
of the Cullman Chamber of
Commerce Agriculture Com-
mittee had a vision of a facil-
ity that would »PAGES5

Troopers to close part
of Hwy. 157 in West

Point Saturday for
crash investigation ...

Senior Days at Winter
Wonderland Dec. 18-20

Seniors 60+ get in free; Commissioners
to hand out candy Dec. 18-19

e - st
R T I ek o e e
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Winter Wonderland Christmas nght Display at
Sportsman Lake Park will be free for seniors 60 and

older Dec. 18-20 from 5-10 p.m. » PAGE 3

Cullman libraries
moving to curbside-
only sermce Dec. 11
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- CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO
Lockers outside the downtown Cullman County Public
Library are set up to be used for curbside pickup. » PAGE 3
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BLIICK

LIST $59;840

SALE

G PRICE
ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP s 46 995

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

NEW 2021 GMC SIERRA 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4- Wheel D_r_|ve SLT

STK#17355

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM - 1940 SECOND AVE NW - CULLMAN, AL 35055 - 256- 734 4472
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2 COMMUNITY MATTERS - LOCAL

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Dec. 10

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. - Below
are the arrests and incidents
reported Dec. 10, 2020. All
persons are innocent until
proven guilty.

GJ =grand jury; FTA = failure
to appear

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
INCIDENTS
Dec.7
¢ theft of property; CR 825
e theft of property; CR 1447
e unlawful possession of
marijuana; Hwy. 157
e theft of property; CR 447
¢ harassment; CR 222
¢ permitting dogs to run at
large; CR156
¢ harassment; CR 831
¢ harassment; CR 1600
¢ domestic violence; CR
1626
¢ theft of property; CR1640
¢ harassment; CR1763

Dec. 8

e unlawful possession of
marijuana, possession of
drug paraphernalia; CR 1080
¢ domestic violence, crimi-
nal mischief; CR 38

¢ domestic violence; CR
1575

¢ menacing; CR1223

¢ theft of property; CR172
e unlawful possession of
a controlled substance; CR
1575

Dec.9

e criminal
1367

¢ attempting to elude; CR
703

¢ theft of property; CR 1252
¢ criminal mischief, CR
1311

¢ domestic violence; CR
501

e theft of property; CR 601
¢ domestic violence; CR
1508

mischief; CR

Arrests

Dec. 7

Conklin, Neal Patrick, 42

* FTA- illegal possession of
alcohol

Cornelius, James Gregory,
29

e FTA- driving while sus-
pended

¢ second-degree unlawful
possession of marijuana

Dunaway, Matthew Fitzger-
ald, 32
* DUI-.08 BAC or greater

Haynes, Jeremy Ashton, 32
¢ motion to revoke bond-
second-degree assault

Johnson, Matthew Levon,
36
e first-degree burglary

Newman, Heather Michelle,
40

e third-degree elder abuse
and neglect

Dec. 8

Bullard, Eric Monroe, 26

e FTA- driving while re-
voked

Burney, Jesse Lasal, 31

e possession of drug para-
phernalia

¢ second-degree unlawful
possession of marijuana

Fuller III, Evan Jon Craig,
25

* second-degree robbery

e first-degree theft of prop-
erty

¢ second-degree theft of
property

e FTA- unlawful distribu-
tion of a controlled substance
e FTA- first-degree unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana-
not for personal use

Holcomb, Crystal Johnson,
39
e first-degree burglary

Hunter, Darwin Lafayette,
57

e third-degree
mischief

¢ harassment

criminal

Martin, Dakota James, 20
e FTA- driving while sus-
pended

McCrory, William Donald,
52

¢ GJ- second-degree theft
of property

Mickle, Daniel Joseph, 38

e FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia (2 counts)

¢ FTA- second-degree un-
lawful possession of marijua-
na

¢ FTA-unlawful possession
of a controlled substance

Parker, Kristin Rachelle, 31
e FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence- harassment

Pitt Jr., Mark Calvin, 36
¢ third-degree domestic vi-
olence- harassment

Ragsdale, Skyler William,
22

e FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence- harassment
e possession of drug para-
phernalia

e illegal possession of pre-
scription medicine

¢ second-degree unlawful
possession of marijuana

Sanford, Christopher Lee,
36
e attemptingto elude

Dec. 9

Cofield Jr., William Antho-
ny, 40

e attemptingto elude

e FTA- third-degree bur-
glary

Hicks, Tamara Nicole, 38
e contributing to truancy

Perry, Austin Clyde, 25
e FTA- driving while sus-
pended

Quick, Larry Gene, 54
e publicintoxication

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT
INCIDENTS
Dec.9
e third-degree assault; per-
son; Beth St. NW

ARRESTS

Dec. 9

Owens Jr., Joseph M., 39

e first-degree theft of prop-
erty

Lowry, Ashley B., 41
e publicintoxication

Drummond, David K., 40

» FTA-DUI

e FTA- driving without a li-
cense

¢ FTA- insurance violation

Kitchens, Timothy J., 29

e unlawful possession or
receipt of a controlled sub-
stance

e possession of drug para-
phernalia

¢ publicintoxication

Perry, Austin C., 25
* FTA- insurance violation

Hill, Dustin W., 37

¢ FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal trespassing

e FTA- giving false infor-
mation to law enforcement

* FTA- attempting to elude
e FTA- fourth-degree theft
of property

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

hursday, Dec. 10,
2020 COVID-19
update from the
Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Health’s
COVID-19 Data and Sur-
veillance Dashboard

e Total confirmed cases
in AL: 234,992* (+3,453
since yesterday)

¢ Probable cases in AL:
49,930% (+1,282 since yes-
terday)

¢ Total confirmed deaths
in AL: 3,569 (+44 since yes-
terday)

¢ Probable deaths in AL:
465

¢ Total confirmed cases
in Cullman Co.: 3,936* (+67
since yesterday)

¢ Probable cases in Cull-
man Co.: 1,538* (+30 since
yesterday)

¢ Total confirmed deaths
in Cullman Co.: 45 (+1 since
yesterday)

¢ Probable
Cullman Co.: 12
¢ Total tested in Cullman
Co.: 28,001

¢ Total tested in the last
14 days in Cullman Co.:
2,773

¢ Casesin the last 14 days
in Cullman Co.: 1,149

e Total tested in Ala-
bama: 1,684,362

e Cases in the last 14 days
in Alabama: 43,413

e Total tested in the
last 14 days in Alabama:
122,396

e Currently hospitalized
in Alabama: 2,170

¢ Cumulative no. of hos-
pitalizations in Alabama:
27,618

¢ Presumed recoveries in
Alabama (reported week-
ly): 174,805

deaths in

See more details at https://
bit.ly/2VjCQbP.
*Important Notice
(12/10/20):

The Alabama Department
of Public Health processed
backlogs of positive PCR
and antigen results from
multiple facilities on De-
cember 9, 2020. These

tests represent approx-
imately 10% of cases re-
ported on 12/10/20. Case
numbers generated from
these reports are classi-
fied as confirmed, if PCR,
or probable, if antigen.
Cases in this backlog were
from October 5 through
December 7. Processing
backlogs does not impact
the ADPH COVID-19 Risk
Indicator Dashboard. For
information regarding dai-
ly numbers and the 7-day
moving average of cases
by infectious date, see TAB
7A. Information on TAB 7A
visualizes cases by date of
infection rather than date
reported. All laboratories
are required by law to re-
port all results (including
positive and negative tests)
for SARS-CoV-2 to ADPH.
Delays in reporting by re-
quired reporters is not
within control of ADPH.

Thursday, Dec. 10, 2020
update from Cullman
Regional

e Cullman Regional is
treating 48 positive pa-
tients, with 11 currently on
ventilators

¢ Cullman Regional has
reported 75 COVID deaths
to ADPH. Of these patients,
56 were from Cullman
County.

We urge all community
members to follow our
current recommendations.
Many hospitals around us
have had to cancel elective
surgeries and open sec-
ondary critical care units.
This is real, and we need
our community members
to help us prevent this hap-
pening here by simply do-
ing the following:

¢ Wearamaskatall times
when around other people.
e Encourage others to
wear a mask.

» Practice social distanc-
ing at all times in public.

e Limit gatherings to
smaller groups.

* Stay home if sick.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Submit your calendar items or public
notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Alcoholics
Meetings
The Grace of God group
of Alcoholics Anonymous
has open AA meetings (all
are welcome) Monday and
Thursday nights from 7-8
p.m. at the Carriage House,
located next to Grace Epis-
copal Church, 305 Arnold
St. NE Cullman. Contact
phone numbers: 256-347-
1097, 256-841-2209 or 256-
708-1340

Anonymous

Church Services- Spirit
Life Church of GOD

e Spirit Life Church of
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr.
NW, Cullman

¢ Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Please join
us to pray or come for
prayer.

* Wednesdays at 7 p.m.

¢ Sundays at 10 a.m. adult,
youth and children’s class-
es; 11 a.m. children’s class-
es; praise and worship, and
message by Pastor Bobby
Dodd

¢ Dec. 23, 7 p.m. Candle
Lighting & Communion
Service by Pastor Bobby
Dodd. Everyone welcome!

Church Services- St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church

¢ Advent Season will be
highlighted at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church during
weekly evening prayer ser-
vices held every Wednesday
night at 6 p.m. The focus of
the readings will be chap-
ters 47, 48 and 49 from the
prophecy of Isaiah.

¢ St. Paul’s Christmas Eve
services are scheduled for
6 p.m. and 11 p.m. The ser-
vice of lessons and carols
will begin at 6 p.m. and
feature talents and voices
from Sunday school stu-
dents, members of the Se-
nior Choir, the Hand Bell
Choir and a chamber en-
semble from St. Paul’s and
the community featuring
woodwinds, brass and per-
cussion. The 11 p.m. ser-
vice will feature carols and
candlelight in the Divine
Service. Divine Service will
begin at 9 a.m. Christmas
morning.

¢ All are welcome to join in
these celebrations at 513
Fourth Ave. SE in Cullman.

18th Annual Winter
Wonderland Christmas
Light Display at Sports-
man Lake Park

¢ Guests can enjoy driv-
ing through the park, train
rides, carriage rides, hot
chocolate and pictures with
Santa.

¢ This year a few things had
to be tweaked due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The
train has Plexiglass to sep-
arate riders. Santa will also
be positioned with Plexi-
glass separating himself
from the kids.

¢ Admission to the Winter
Wonderland is $10 per ve-
hicle. A photo with Santa
is $5. Only cash will be ac-
cepted. The display will be
open (weather-permitting)
from 5-10 p.m.

¢ Dec. 11-13, 16-23 and 26-
27 (drive thru-only the 26-
27). Dec. 23 will be the last
day for the train.

¢ Free admission for se-
niors 60 and older Dec. 18-
20. The Cullman County
Commission will hand out
candy to seniors Dec. 18-19.
¢ Sportsman Lake Park is
located at 1544 Sportsman
Lake Road NW in Cullman.

2nd Annual Christmas at
the Grotto

¢ Christmas lights return to
the Grotto! Come and ex-
perience the beauty of Br.
Joseph’s work at night sur-
rounded by lights and mu-
sic! We have expanded this
unique holiday experience
throughout the grounds
and have added several
dates!

¢ On Dec. 19, we will have
a Christmas Crafts Fair in
our parking lot, plus have
live musical performances
throughout the park!

« Coffee and cookies will be
available each night. Make
your plans to visit now!

¢ Ave Maria Grotto, 1600 St.
Bernard Drive SE, Cullman

¢ Dates

Dec.11,12 - 4-9 p.m.
Dec.17,18 - 4-9 p.m.
Dec.19 - noon-9 p.m.
Dec.26-4-9 p.m.
Dec. 30,31 -4-9 p.m.

¢ Admission

Adults - $6

Students - $3

Children 3 and younger -
free

Hanceville Quarterback
Club Turkey Shoot

« Every Saturday until Dec.
19 at 8 a.m. along U.S. High-
way 31 South between Bar-
bee Motors and Domino’s.
Look for the signs.

¢ All proceeds support
Hanceville Quarterback
Club.

4D Farm
Christmas”
e Games, activities, food,
sweets, rides, and of course,

“Country

farm animals. Most of the
farm’s normal attractions
will be open, as well as San-
ta’s Barn, where Santa will
be available for families to
take pictures.

¢ Sleigh rides will take visi-
tors on the Country Christ-
mas Light Trail. For those
not comfortable with a
sleigh ride, don’t worry, vis-
itors can opt to drive their
own vehicles.

¢ $14.95 + tax per person in-
cludes attractions and light
trail. For $5, treat cards are
also available for purchase-
they include treat Kkits as
well as feed for the farm an-
imals. For those just want-
ing to drive through the
Country Christmas Light
Trail, the cost is $10 per ve-
hicle.

e Social distancing at the
farm should not be a prob-
lem. The attractions are
spread out, and the farmis a
large area which allows for
families to stay distanced.
Masks are encouraged.

¢ 4D Farm is located at 7182
County Road 703 in Cull-
man. The farm will be open
from 3-9 p.m. Friday-Sun-
day through Dec. 20. The
drive-thru light show is
open Wednesday-Sunday

from 5-9 p.m.
¢ Find out more at ww-
w.4dfamilyfarm.com or

www.facebook.com/4D -
Farm.

American Red Cross
Blood Drive at Goat Is-
land Brewing

¢ Friday, Dec. 11, 2020 from
2-7 p.m.

¢ 1646 John H. Cooper Dr.
in Cullman

¢ Donors get COVID an-
tibody testing and will be
entered for a chance to win
prizes.

Kids Loving Kids

¢ Dec. 12 at Spirit Life
Church of GOD, 1650 St. Jo-
seph Dr. NW, Cullman

¢ A community outreach
that provides clothes and
toys for children and teens.
Help us provide for those
in need by donating gently
used clothes or toys, new
toys or cash! Bring dona-
tions to the church Tues-
days from 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Call Joanne at 256-339-
4138 to arrange a different
time to drop items off. Call
Alisha at 205-717-7478 to
arrange for pick-up. To
register to receive these
items, sign up on Kids Lov-
ing Kid’s Facebook page or
go to https://form.jotform.
com/202483601332041.

(Drive-Thru) Baileyton
Christmas Party

¢ The Town of Baileyton’s
annual Christmas party
will be held Saturday, Dec.
12 from 5-7 p.m. in a true
2020 fashion- a drive-thru.
¢ Traditionally the commu-
nity gathers at the town’s
community center, but
this year the event will take
place next door at the Bai-
leyton Volunteer Fire De-
partment.

¢ Town council members
have teamed up with the
Baileyton VFD once again
to give back to the commu-
nity any way they can while
still adhering to COVID-19
guidelines. They will be
giving out hamburgers, hot-
dogs, fruit and candy.

¢ The tradition of raffling
large stuffed animals will
continue. Town Clerk Pat
Gilbert said, “This year,
we’ll just have to call the
winners.”

Santa in Garden City

« Friday, Dec. 18 at noon at
Dollar General in Garden
City

¢ He’s going to be checking
who’s been naughty and
nice and letting everyone
get a picture with him!
Cause who wouldn’t want a
picture with Santa!! We all
hope to see you there! Look
for the big red engines!

St. Paul’s Back to the 80s
New Year’s Eve Bash

¢ Thursday, Dec. 31 at 8 p.m.
at the Abbey Byre at Saint
Bernard.

¢ The party will include
everything that made the
80s fun- high hair, great
tunes and totally awesome
food. Costumes are encour-
aged. Two Maids & a Mop
of Huntsville will be spon-
soring the costume con-
test with the prize winner
taking home $200. Time
capsules will be raffled off
featuring great 80s pop cul-
ture throwbacks. Seasoned
Catering will be serving up
some tasty eats.

¢ A limited number of
tickets is available for this
event to ensure proper
distancing. Hand sanitiz-
ing stations will be placed
throughout the venue and
masks will be provided for
those who need one. Our
goal is to have a safe and re-
sponsible event.

e Tables are also available
for purchase. Tickets can be
purchased online at www.
stpaulscullman.com. This
is an 18 and older event.
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Justice Dept. files lawsuit against State of AL for
unconstitutional condition in State’s prisons for men

Stacy Crane

Contributor

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - The
U.S. Department of Justice
on Wednesday filed suit
against the State of Alabama
and the Alabama Depart-
ment of Corrections. The
complaint alleges that the
conditions at Alabama’s
prisons for men violate the
Constitution because Ala-
bama fails to provide ade-
quate protection from pris-
oner-on-prisoner violence
and  prisoner-on-prisoner
sexual abuse, fails to provide
safe and sanitary conditions,
and subjects prisoners to ex-
cessive force at the hands of
prison staff.

“The United States Con-
stitutionrequires Alabamato
make sure that its prisons are
safe and humane,” said Assis-
tant Attorney General Eric
Dreiband for the Civil Rights

Division. “The Department
of Justice conducted a thor-
ough investigation of Ala-
bama’s prisons for men and
determined that Alabama
violated and is continuing to
violate the Constitution be-
cause its prisons are riddled
with prisoner-on-prisoner
and guard-on-prisoner vio-
lence. The violations have
led to homicides, rapes, and
serious injuries. The Depart-
ment of Justice looks for-
ward to proving its case in an
Alabama federal courtroom.”

“Our office is committed
to ensuring that all citizens’
constitutional rights are re-
spected” stated Acting U.S.
Attorney for the Northern
District of Alabama William
R. Chambers, Jr. “We will
continue to work tirelessly
to correct the constitutional
deficiencies identified by our
investigation into the state
prison system.”

“The results of the in-
vestigation into safety and
excessive force issues with-
in Alabama’s prisons are
distressing and continue to
require real and immediate
attention,” U.S. Attorney for
the Middle District of Ala-
bama Louis V. Franklin, Sr.
“We hope the filing of this
complaint conveys the De-
partment’s continued com-
mitment to ensuring that the
Department of Corrections
abides by its constitutional
obligations.”

“The COVID-19 pandem-
ic has reminded us that one
of the primary responsibili-
ties of government is to keep
our citizens safe,” said U.S.
Attorney for the Southern
District of Alabama Richard
W. Moore. “That responsi-
bility extends to citizens in-
carcerated within Alabama
prisons. Our investigation
has demonstrated that con-

stitutionally required stan-
dards have not been met in
Alabama prisons and this
must be corrected. I am dis-
appointed that the efforts of
both Alabama officials and
DOJ officials to find appro-
priate solutions have not re-
sulted in a mutually agreed
upon resolution. Our oath as
public officials now requires
us to follow the Constitution
and to pursue justice in the
courts.”

The lawsuit is the result
of a multi-year investigation
into allegations of consti-
tutional violations within
Alabama’s prisons for men
conducted by the depart-
ment’s Civil Rights Division
and the U.S. Attorney’s Offic-
es for the Northern, Middle,
and Southern Districts of
Alabama. As required by the
Civil Rights of Institution-
alized Persons Act (CRIPA),
the department provided

the state with written no-
tice of the supporting facts
for these alleged conditions,
and the minimum remedial
measures necessary to ad-
dress them in Notice Reports
issued on April 2, 2019 and
July 23, 2020.

CRIPA authorizes the de-
partment to act when it has
reasonable cause to believe
there is a pattern or practice
of deprivation of constitu-
tional rights of individuals
confined to correctional fa-
cilities operated by or on be-
half of state or local govern-
ment.

For over 20 months the
department has engaged in
negotiations with the State
without achieving a settle-
ment that would correct the
deficiencies identified by the
department’s investigation.

Today’s lawsuit seeks
injunctive relief to address
deficient conditions identi-

fied by the department’s in-
vestigation. The complaint
contains allegations of un-
constitutional conditions of
confinement, which must be
proven in federal court. The
lawsuit does not seek mone-
tary damages.

This investigation was
conducted by attorneys with
the Special Litigation Sec-
tion of the Justice Depart-
ment’s Civil Rights Division
and the U.S. Attorney’s Offic-
es for the Northern, Middle,
and Southern Districts of
Alabama. Individuals with
relevant information are
encouraged to contact the
department by phone at 877-
419-2366 or by email at US-
AALN.CivilRights@usa.doj.
gov.

Additional information
about the Civil Rights Divi-
sion of the Justice Depart-
ment is available on its web-
site at www.justice.gov/crt.

Investigation (from Front)

Wendy Sack

wendy@cullmantribune.com

WEST POINT, Ala. - Al-
abama State Troopers on
Saturday, Dec. 12 at approx-
imately 8 a.m. will close all
four lanes (both directions)
of Alabama Highway 157 be-
tween the 9000 and 10000
blocks for an investigation
into the fatal crash that oc-
curred Saturday, Dec. 5 in
front of Foley Products.

Background:

A vehicle striking a power
line at approximately 5:40
a.m. Saturday, Dec. 5 along
the 9400 block of Alabama
Highway 157 in front of Foley
Products in Cullman County
led to the death of a pedestri-
an who was moments before
involved in a single-vehicle
crash.

According to Alabama
State Troopers, Chloe Ca-
mille Williamson, 20, of
Vestavia Hills, was killed
when she was struck by a util-
ity pole.

Williams was initially
involved in a single-vehicle
crash in which her vehicle,
moments earlier, struck the
same utility pole, damaging
the supporting guide wire. As
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the roadway when a second
vehicle struck the power line,
breaking the utility pole and
causing the broken pole to
strike her.

Williams was pronounced
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dead at the scene.

The second vehicle that
struck the power line re-
mains unidentified.

ALEA Troopers are re-
questing anyone with any
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information regarding this
crash please contact the Al-
abama Law Enforcement
Agency-Decatur Post at 256-
353-0631.

Troopers with the Al-
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Waet Paint
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abama Law Enforcement
Agency’s (ALEA) Highway
Patrol Division continue to
investigate.

Nothing further is avail-
able at this time.

Senior Days (from Front)

Christy Perry

christy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - With se-
nior centers remaining closed
across the state, the Cull-
man County Commission
and Cullman County Com-
mission on Aging have been
busy organizing a special
COVID-19  guideline-com-
pliant weekend. Next Fri-
day, Saturday and Sunday,
Dec. 18-20, admission will be
waived for those 60 and older
to the Sportsman Lake Park
Winter Wonderland. Seniors
will also receive some extra

goodies.

“The whole thought be-
hind Senior Days at Winter
Wonderland is because we
have had some issues not
being able to have the (an-
nual) Christmas party,” said
Commission on Aging Di-
rector Dusty Baker. “Last
year we weren’t able to have
the Christmas party because
we didn’t have a venue big
enough to do it when the City
sold the civic center. This
year, we were totally plan-
ning on having a Christmas
party and then COVID hit.”

Baker said he and those

helping organize the Christ-
mas party began brainstorm-
ing to find safe alternatives.
The annual Winter Won-
derland was an opportunity
nearby that met all the re-
quirements, he said: It pro-
vides a safe alternative to
large gatherings, combats
isolation during the holi-
day season safely, incentiv-
izes families to spend time
together within their own
social bubbles and shows se-
niors we love them.

The idea came to fruition
in large part due to the sup-
port and cooperation from

Cullman County Parks and
Recreation, which manages
Sportsman Lake Park.

Said Baker, “They have
been wonderful in working
with us and trying to help us
to make this happen. They
have been instrumental in
that.”

Once word spread, the
community began reaching
out to help. The Cullman
County Commission and Ms.
Senior Alabama Phyllis Hain
came on board to be a part
of the special weekend. The
Commission on Aging staff
has been busy filling can-

dy bags and gathering other
goodies for the seniors with
the money donated by the
Commission and Hain.

Other sponsors include
Byars-Wright Insurance,
Freedom Insurance- Gloria
Williams, Drinkard Develop-
ment, First Baptist Church of
Cullman and the City of Cull-
man. Baker added, “It seems
like as people find out about
it, more people call and offer
to help.”

Senior Days at Winter
Wonderland will be Fri-
day-Sunday, Dec. 18-20
from 5-10 p.m. Sportsman

Lake Park is located at 1544
Sportsman Lake Road NW
in Cullman. The Winter
Wonderland is a drive-thru
Christmas light event. Cull-
man County Commissioners
will be on-hand Friday and
Saturday night to pass out
candy.

Baker is hopeful that area
seniors will come out and en-
joy the Christmas lights with
their families. He said the
goal is “to spread joy and love
during this holiday season”
and (referencing the movie
“Elf”) smiled, “make Santa’s
sleigh fly!”

Libraries (from Front)

Wendy Sack

wendy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - The Cull-
man County Public Library
on Thursday announced
it will transition to curb-
side-only service beginning
Friday, Dec. 11. Holly Pond’s
Guy Hunt Memorial Library
is following suit.

The Cullman County Pub-
lic Library released the
following:

In practicing an abundance of
caution in order to keep the
library open and prevent hav-
ing to close entirely, the Cull-
man County Public Library
will be temporarily moving to
curbside service only starting
Friday, Dec. 11.

On Jan.ll, we will reas-
sess the need for contactless
service. No overdue fees will
be charged for materials.

You can access our curb-
side request form on our

website.

When you request ma-
terials, they will be placed
inside a locker in front of the
building, and you will be con-
tacted with what that locker’s
combination is so that you
can pick up your items.

When you are finished
with your items and would
like to return them, just place
them in the book drop on the
east side of the building.

Our computers will be
available, but only by ap-
pointment for school matters
or personal business.

We will offer faxing and
notarizing by appointment
as well. You can set up an ap-
pointment by phone, text or
email.

You can also email us
what you’d like to have print-
ed, and we can place it in a
locker for you to pick up, just
like with curbside requests.

Staff will be on hand to as-
sist patrons via call, text and

email Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. and on
Saturdays from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Note: Pickups can be
made after hours.

We also would like to en-
courage our patrons to enjoy
the library’s numerous digital
materials with Overdrive and
Camellia net. We offer mag-
azines, eBooks, audiobooks
and videos.

e Call: 256-734-2720

e Text: 256-778-1735

¢ Email: cullmanpublicli-
brary@gmail.com

e Library catalog: https://
cullman.booksys.net/opac/
cullman/

e Library website:
ccpls.com/

e Camellia Net: https://ca-
mellia.overdrive.com/

e The Cullman County
Public Library is located at
200 Clark St. NE, Cullman.

WWW.

The Guy Hunt Memorial

Library released the fol-
lowing:

In practicing an abundance
of caution in order to keep
the library open and prevent
having to close entirely, Guy
Hunt Library will follow the
Cullman County Library and
temporarily moving to call or
curb service staring Friday,

Dec. 11. On Jan. 11, we will
reassess the need for contact-
less service.

No overdue fees will be
charged for materials.

You can request materi-
als by calling 256-796-5226.
When you are finished with
your items and would like to
return them, just place them

in the drop box.

Our computers will be
available, but only by ap-
pointment. Any questions
call the library at 256-796-
5226 or email at guyhuntli-
brary@gmail.com.

The Guy Hunt Memorial
Library is located at 60 Lions
Park Road, Holly Pond.
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East Elementary spelling bee Winners
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Left to rlght are Hudson Blackmon, Carter Caples, Rowan Cone, Audrey Kate Oldacre, Khloe Cox ( thlrd place), Jackson
Dossey (winner); Ana Vo (second place); Max Miller; McKinley Varden; and Aubrey Miner.
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Left to r:ght are Anneliese Dunn, Viktoria Borucki, Boone Howse, Henry Crocker (i runner-up), Melia McNatt ( wmner), Reese R:gsby, Libby James and Elijah Conn.
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Curt’s Closet (from Front)

W.C. Mann

craig@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - Curt’s
Closet Founder Ashley Wil-
son on Tuesday officially
announced that the organi-
zation had finished a deal to
relocate its nonprofit bou-
tique to a larger location at
1101 Third Ave. SE, the former
office of The Link of Cullman
County, at the intersection of
Third Avenue and 11th Street
Southeast. Early last month,
the City of Cullman Planning
Commission approved Wil-
son’s conditional use request
for the property.

At that time, Wilson told
The Tribune, “We have defi-
nitely outgrown where we’re
at. We’re allin agreement that
we love the location. I love
thatit used tobe achurch. It’s
in a great location, but we’ve
outgrown it, because it’s so
amazing.

“So we do have some
plans in the works, hopeful-
ly, for a bigger building. We
hope to announce our vision
in that by the end of the year;
there’s a lot of planning that
goes into that step. I person-
ally, you know, I would love to
see it grow maybe in different
locations, different counties.
Now, that’s a five- or 10-year
plan. We’ve got to work out
all the kinks here in Cullman
first, but, so far, God has seen
everything fall into place.

“Iwouldlove to start, if we
do get a bigger place, I would
love to be able to do sport-
ing equipment, because that
was a passion of Curt’s, and I
know the expense of putting
your child into a sport, and
the expense of the equipment
and even the clothing, the
treats. I would love to be able
to extend from just the cloth-
ing and shoes into sporting
equipment.”

This week Wilson shared,
“As of right now we do not
have a date to be open at our
new location. We have nu-
merous renovations under
way. Our goal is to be in our
new building by February.
Once we do move, we do plan
to hold an open house, to give
the community an oppor-
tunity to stop by and see the
new building.

“We are so excited. We
outgrew our current location
within the first year. Our lit-
tle church on St. Joseph has
served us well. I love the at-
mosphere and presence that
you feel when you walk in the
door. I know without a doubt
this new location will hold
that same presence. Growth
is a great thing. The new lo-
cation will give us opportuni-
ties we do not have currently.
I think I am most excited
about a larger laundry room.
Currently, our washer and
dryer are in our very small
donation room. Most days we

cannot get to the washer and
dryer, due to the overflowing
of donations. Which is a great
problem to have. Our new lo-
cation has a separate laundry
room and receiving donation
room.”

She continued, “Also, our
sorting room, which is where
our volunteers spend a great
deal of time, will be 10 times
bigger. Currently, we can
only allow two volunteers at
a time, due to limited space.
Once we move, we will have
enough space for countless
volunteers. The volunteers
will be able to help in numer-
ous areas rather than just the
sorting room. This will be a
huge blessing to Curt’s Clos-
et. We cannot operate with-
out our volunteers.

“One other advantage the
new location will hold is to be
able to keep larger amounts
of donations. This will ensure
we have a larger selection, so
no child has to leave without
an item in their size. Curt’s
Closet is always purchasing
new jeans, shoes and under-
wear (the three main items
we always are low on); with
so much more storage, when
we find a deal on these items,
we will be able to purchase
greater amounts. For the past
years Curt’s Closet has had
three storage units. This has
been a lot of hours and man-
power, plus the monthly cost
for these units. With a larger

building we are going to be
able to eliminate all three.

“I will be honest; change
is scary for me. Making such
a huge decision to purchase
the building and move Curt’s
Closet has been scary. But I
know without a doubt this is
a God thing and was in God’s
timing. I am walking in pure
Faith. I know this is a great
move for Curt’s Closet. A
move that is much needed.
This new location will help
serve the children of our
community more efficiently
and help us have on hand the
items they truly need.”

Get involved now!
Between now and February,
business continues for Curt’s
Closet. Wilson told The Tri-
bune about a few things the
boutique could use.

“Right now, we are low
on almost everything, except
women’s tops,” she said. “We
have seen so many families
affected by the pandemic it
has been hard to stay ahead
of the needs. We are excep-
tionally low on toddler un-
derwear. We only take new, in
the pack, underwear.”

The final word

Wilson concluded, “Thank
you to everyone who has
helped us grow so much we
came to the point of a move
to a larger building. The out-
pouring of support is truly

overwhelming. The dona-
tions of clothing and shoes
we receive daily is a huge
blessing and giving us the op-
portunity to bless countless

children. We definitely could
not run our ministry without
out monetary donations. And
of course our volunteers are a
must. We appreciate you all!”

Over: 150 Wigs In Stock!

Chemo Caps
Wigs & More!

Judy Watts Grissom
options5993(@gmail.com

256-347-5993
2201 2nd Ave MW

Cullman, AL 35058

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR CANCER
PATIENTS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE




THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
DECEMBER11], 2020

STATE

Ivey awards $1.9M
to aid elderly and
disabled abuse victims

Office of Gov. Kay lvey

Contributor

MONTGOMERY, Ala. -
Gov. Kay Ivey has awarded
$1.9 million to assist elderly
and disabled adults who are
victims of abuse.

The grant to the state
Department of Human Re-
sources will provide in-home
or temporary placement for
elderly and disabled victims
who are subjected to abuse,
neglect and exploitation.

“No one should ever be
subject to abuse of any kind,
and it is reprehensible that
it should happen to someone
who may not have the phys-
ical or mental capabilities to
resist or be aware of those
acts,” Ivey said. “This grant
will assure elderly and dis-
abled adults who are victims
of physical and mental abuse
are taken out of harm’s way
and receive needed care.”

The grant will enable
the department’s Adult Pro-
tective Services Division to
provide several preventative
options for victims who are
suffering from abuse. The
funds will help create safe
surroundings for elderly
and disabled adults either
by providing in-home care
and supervision to enable
victims to remain in their
homes after offenders have
been removed or relocating
the victims to nursing homes
or assisted living facilities.

Both measures are tempo-
rary until more permanent
solutions are found.

The Alabama Depart-
ment of Economic and Com-
munity Affairs (ADECA) is
administering the grant from
funds made available by the
U.S. Department of Justice.

“Abuse of the elderly
or disabled can take many
forms from neglect to verbal
or physical abuse and needs
to be reported when it is sus-

pected,” ADECA Director
Kenneth Boswell said. “ADE-
CA is pleased to join with
Gov. Ivey and the Alabama
Department of Human Re-
sources to provide solutions
for these victims.”

ADECA administers a
wide range of programs that
support law enforcement,
victim programs, econom-
ic development, water re-
source management, energy
conservation and recreation.

American
Red Cross

Date: Friday
December 11111 :
Ti Nl J

Location:
Goat Island Brewing Tap
Room
1646 John H Cooper Dr
Cullman, AL 35055

(%vid—lQ Antibody Testing

- Alldono;’ﬁwi]l have a chance to win a pizza oven, fire
~ pit, and an outdoor heater

— Red Cross App
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Mail to The Cullman Tribune
219 2nd Ave. SE, Cullman
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Robin@CullmanTribune.com

Days (from
Front)

showcase the importance of
agriculture to future genera-
tions. In 2000, the Alabama
Legislature established the
North Alabama Agriplex
Board.

Its purpose is to educate
and create awareness of ag-
riculture in Alabama. The
Agriplex Heritage Center
has been educating adults
and children alike on local
agriculture and getting fresh
local produce into the com-
munity since 2012.
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256-734-7828
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Recycling Collection

Now Available in Cullman County
for Residents and Businesses
Cardboard | Plastic | Paper | Metal | Glass

Reduce your garbage volume
with Bi-monthly Recycling Pickup

It's Free to Try!

OSIRIS

RECYCLING SOLUTIONS LLC

(256) 615-2510

osirisrecycling.com

Not affiliated with Cullman County Sanitation Dept.

No drop-off location

With the Citizens Mobile App,
On-the-go banking is at
your fingertips.

CITIZENS

223 2nd Ave SE | Cullman
256-841-6600
citizensbanktrust.com

Member *Third party fees for data, messaging,

FDIC Internet may apply.

Download from

P> Google Play
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Patrick Surtain 11 selected as finalist

for the Bronko Nagu

UA Athletics

rolltide.com

DALLAS, TX. - Alabama
football’s Patrick Surtain II
was selected as a finalist for
the Bronko Nagurski Trophy,
the Football Writers Associ-
ation of America announced
on Wednesday.

In 2016, defensive end
Jonathan Allen became Ala-
bama’s lone Bronko Nagurski
Trophy winner. The Crimson
Tide have had a finalist in
nine of the last 10 seasons.

Patrick Surtain IT
Defensive back, Junior

¢ Rated as the nation’s top
corner and No. 7 overall de-
fender by Pro Football Focus
¢ Maintains a coverage
grade of 88.1 according to
PFF, the third-best grade in
the country

¢ Allowed 25 yards receiv-
ing or fewer in eight of the
Tide’s nine games this season
¢ Targeted just 36 times all

season and allowed only 14
completions (1.56 cpg) and
156 yards (17.3 ypg)

The Football Writers
Association of America has
chosen a National Defensive
Player of the Year since 1993.
In 1995, the FWAA named
the award in honor of the leg-
endary two-way player from
the University of Minnesota.

Bronislaw “Bronko” Na-
gurski dominated college
football then became a star
for professional football’s
Chicago Bears in the 1930s.

The announcement of
the 2020 Bronko Nagurski
Trophy recipient will take
place on Wed., Dec. 23, two
weeks from today.

Get all the latest infor-
mation on the team by fol-
lowing @AlabamaFTBL on
Twitter and Facebook and
AlabamaFBL on Instagram.

General athletic news can
also be found at UA_Athletics
on Twitter and Instagram
and AlabamaAthletics on
Facebook.

Alabama corner back Patrick Surtain Il has been selected as a finalist for the Bronko Nagurski Trophy.
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Anders Carlson named Lou Groza Award semifinalist

Jeff Shearer
AU Athletics

AUBURN, Ala. - Auburn
junior Anders Carlson is one
of 20 semifinalists for the
2020 Lou Groza Collegiate
Place-Kicker Award present-
ed by the Orange Bowl.

Carlson has converted
15 of 17 field goal attempts
this season, an 88.2 percent
success rate. He’s 4-for-4 on
attempts of 40-49 yards. He’s
22 of 23 on extra point at-
tempts.

With 48 career field goals,
Carlson ranks No. 4 in Au-
burn history, needing two
more to tie John Vaughn.

The 6-5, 215-pounder
from Colorado Springs, Col-
orado, ranks No. 7 in career
scoring at Auburn with 258
points. He’s sixth in program
history in PATs with 114.

Given the unique nature
of this college football sea-
son, the committee consid-
ered all FBS kickers who had
played in atleast 6 games and
attempted at least 10 field
goals through the games of
Week 14.

The list features five re-
turning semifinalists, with
Oklahoma sophomore Gabe
Brkic, Wake Forest junior
Nick Sciba, and Nevada

sophomore Brandon Talton
repeating the honor from last
year. Miami (FL) senior Jose
Borregales and Florida ju-
nior Evan McPherson return
as semifinalists from 2018.

Though most of the
names are new, the perfor-
mances of these semifinalists
are as strong as ever.

Five qualified FBS kick-
ers have made at least 15 field
goals while connecting at a
rate better than 80%, and all
five were named semifinal-
ists: Borregales (17), SMU se-
nior Chris Naggar (17), UTSA
senior Hunter Duplessis
(16), Missouri freshman Har-
rison Mevis (16), and Auburn
junior Anders Carlson (15).

The shortened season
hasn’t meant shorter Kkicks
for many of the semifinalists.
Among qualified FBS kickers
making at least 75% of their
kicks, eight have connected
on at least 6 field goals from
40 yards or more this season,
earning semifinalist honors:
Pitt senior Alex Kessman
(9), Clemson junior B.T. Pot-
ter (8), Borregales (7), West-
ern Kentucky sophomore
Brayden Narveson (7), LSU
sophomore Cade York (7),
Brkic (6), BYU sophomore
Jake Oldroyd (6), and Sciba
(6).

Auburn kicker Anders Carlson has been selected as a Lou Groza Award semifinalist.

Semifinalists will be vot-
ed on by a panel of more than
100 FBS head coaches, SIDs,
media members, former Gro-
za finalists, and current NFL
kickers to select the three fi-
nalists.

These finalists will be
announced on December
22nd and honored at the
29th annual Lou Groza Col-
legiate Place-Kicker Awards
Virtual Awards Celebration,

streamed live on January
4th on lougrozaaward.com.
The same panel then selects
the winner, who will be an-
nounced live on ESPN at the
Home Depot College Foot-
ball Awards Show on Thurs-
day, January 7th.

The Award is named for
National Football League
Hall of Fame kicker Lou “The
Toe” Groza, who played 21
seasons with the Cleveland

Browns. Groza won four NFL
championships with Cleve-
land and was named NFL
Player of the Year in 1954. Al-
though an All-Pro offensive
lineman as well, Groza ush-
ered in the notion that there
should be a place on an NFL
roster for a kicker.

Since the first Lou Gro-
za Award was handed out in
1992, 28 finalists, including
16 winners, have gone on to
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appear in the NFL, earning
10 trips to the Pro Bowl and
taking home six Super Bowls.

That list includes 2020
NFL kickers Dan Bailey,
Rodrigo Blankenship, Ran-
dy Bullock, Daniel Carlson,
Mason Crosby, Jake Elliott,
Ka’imi Fairbairn, Kai For-
bath, Graham Gano, Matt
Gay, Zane Gonzalez, Dustin
Hopkins, Younghoe Koo, and
Cairo Santos.

UAB Men’s Basketball defeats Tuskegee 89-64

Ted Feeley
UAB Athletics

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. - Ta-
vin Lovan and Quan Jackson
each scored a season-high 22
points in UAB’s 89-64 victory
over Tuskegee on Wednes-
day night at Bartow Arena.

Michael Ertel added 14
points and Kassim Nicholson
10 for the Blazers who start
out the season 5-0 for only
the second time in program
history. Trey Jemison, who
entered the game fourth in
the nation in blocks, turned
away four Tuskegee shots.

Gregg Boyd led the
Golden Tigers (0-1) with 20
points.

The Blazers led wire-
to-wire and held Tuskegee
scoreless for the first 3:07 of
the first half. With UAB lead-
ing 19-15 at the 8:07 mark, a
pair of free throws by Jack-
son, one from Lovan and
a jumper by Ertel gave the
Blazers their largest lead of
the half at nine points, 24-15.
That lead would be matched
when Lovan’s layup at the
buzzer made the score 35-26
heading into halftime.

Lovan’s 3-pointer opened
the scoring in the second
half, giving UAB its first dou-
ble-digit lead of the game
at 37-26. Their advantage
would increase to 14 after
Rongie Gordon’s free throw

made the score 43-29.

However, a 21-10 run by
Tuskegee made it a one pos-
session contest at the mid-
way point of the half when
Martez Jones’ jumper got the
Tigers within three points at
53-50. UAB would respond
with a 12-1 run over the next
2:04 to take a 65-51 advan-
tage.

Jalen Benjamin’s 3-point-
er at 3:11 gave the Blazers
their first 20+ point lead at
82-60. His second trey of the
evening with 34 seconds left
gave UAB their largest lead of
the game at 26 points, 89-63.

As a team, the Blazers
shot a season-best 56%, mak-
ing 28-0f-50 attempts. Lovan
was 5-of-7, Jackson 7-of-14
and Nicholson made all four
of his field goal attempts.

UAB dominated in the
paint, outscoring Tuske-
gee 42-16. The Blazers had
20 fast break points and 22
points off Tigers’ turnovers.

“Tavin Lovan, as a down-
hill driver, he’s as good as
there is in our league,” said
head coach Andy Kennedy.
“He should be getting to foul
line eight or nine times a
game with his size. Tonight,
he took it to the extreme. He
gets to the free throw line 15
times, makes 12 and finished
5-of-7 from the field with five
rebounds. I thought he was
the MVP tonight.”

Lovan’s 12 free throws
and 15 attempts from the line
were both career-highs.

“A lot of different guys
contributed tonight. We
made some really good plays
at the end, especially Quan
and Tyreek. Jalen knocked
down two big threes. And
great minutes in the second
half from Kassim Nicholson
and Rongie Gordon, who
came in and played a sea-
son-high 20 minutes. He’s
going to continue to get bet-
ter.”

The Blazers will head to
Johnson City, Tenn. for their
first road contest of the year
against East Tennessee State
(1-2) on Saturday. Tipoff is
schedule for 3 p.m.

GAME NOTES

e This game was an-
nounced Tuesday after-
noon after the original op-
ponent, the University of
Mobile, canceled because of
COVID-19 concerns

* The only other UAB
team to begin the season 5-0
was Gene Bartow’s 1983-84

squad

e Tyreek  Scott-Grayson
made his first start of the sea-
son

e Jackson recorded his

1,200th career point tonight
e Gordon tied his ca-
reer-high with five rebounds
in 11 minutes off the bench

e Wy 27

UAB's Tavin Lovan finished with a season-high 22 points in the
Blazers' 89-64 win over Tuskegee Wednesday night.
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OUTDOORS

Last-minute Christmas

David Rainer
Ala. Dept. of Conservation and Nat. Resources

uying Christmas

gifts for those who

love the outdoors

can be a daunting
task simply because we tend
to already be outfitted for ev-
ery excursion into the woods
or on the water.

If you're struggling to find
that perfect gift, here are a
few suggestions that might
not have come to mind.

Alabama State Parks gift
card

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Alabama State
Parks system has provided a
welcome respite, with ample
ways to enjoy our state’s great
outdoors. In fact, 11 State
Parks have been awarded the
TripAdvisor’s “2020 Travel-
ers’ Choice Awards” because
of the great reviews.

One of the best ways to
share our great parks is to
purchase a gift card that can
be used at most parks in a
variety of ways. The cards
can be used at Alabama State
Parks campgrounds and gift
shops. You can reserve camp-
sites or reserve boats, canoes
or kayaks for your outdoors
adventures.

You can purchase the gift
cards at most Alabama State
Parks, or you can go online to
https://www.reservealapark.
com/AlabamaWebHome/
Giftcards/Giftcard.aspx and
make the purchase with a
credit card. When you click
on the gift card link, you will
be required to set up an on-
line account to make a pur-
chase.

“Black Belt Bounty”
In terms of coffee table books,
“Black Belt Bounty” is a gift
that deserves prominent
display all year-round. The
award-winning book, com-
missioned by the Alabama
Black Belt Adventure Asso-
ciation (ALBBAA), celebrates
the Black Belt’s rich hunting
and fishing heritage and gives
an in-depth looks at all that
makes the region so special.
The deluxe hardcover
book was awarded first place
in the Industry Public Re-
lations Category from the
Southeastern Outdoor Press
Association’s (SEOPA) annu-
al Excellence in Craft awards.
It took third place in the
Outdoor Book Category by
SEOPA. The Association of
Great Lakes Outdoor Writers
(AGLOW) presented “Black
Belt Bounty” with their fea-
tured award for the Best of
Industry Public Relations.
The Black Belt includes

Barbour, Bullock, Butler,
Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh,
Crenshaw, Dallas, Greene,
Hale, Lee, Lowndes, Macon,
Marengo, Monroe, Mont-
gomery, Perry, Pickens, Pike,
Russell, Sumter, Tuscaloosa
and Wilcox counties. The re-
gion is known for its fertile
soil and abundant outdoors
opportunities for hunting,
fishing and exploration.

“Black Belt Bounty”
chapters include First Hunt-
ers and Gatherers; Traditions
and Rites of Passage; The
Land and Water; Conserva-
tion Partners and Practices;
Field Trial History; Champi-
on Trainers and Dogs; Pho-
tographic Essays: Seasons of
Whitetail and Wild Turkey
Rituals; Fishing for Bass,
Crappie and Catfish; Faces
of the Black Belt; Sustainable
Living; Wild Game Recipes
from Celebrity Chefs; and
Signature Dishes from Hunt-
ing Lodges.

Visit  https://alabamab-
lackbeltadventures.org/
blackbeltbountybook/ to
purchase “Black Belt Boun-
ty.”

Full disclosure: I provid-
ed three features for the book
but don’t receive any com-
pensation from book sales.

“Memories of Spring”

One of the best turkey hunt-
ers I've had the pleasure to
share the turkey woods with
has penned a remarkable
memoir of his life chasing
the majestic bird. Ron Jolly
provides his perspective of
spending nearly six decades
hunting and videoing wild
turkeys across the nation.
“Memories of Spring” shares
what drives hunters in their
pursuit of this wily bird as
well as the memorable tur-
keys that cause hunters every
emotion from jubilation to
sweat-inducing nightmares.

Not only is the book an
essential read for anyone
who pursues wild game, but
the book is filled with photos
from his award-winning pho-
tographer wife, Tes Randle
Jolly.

Jolly’s previous boss, Will
Primos of “Primos Truth
About Hunting” fame, said
about the book, ““Memories
of Spring’ just may be the lat-
est and greatest insight into
turkey hunting that members
of the Tenth Legion will sa-
lute.”

You can order “Memories
of Spring” from Amazon or
send check or money order
to Jolly’s Outdoor Visions,
204 Fast Lane, Tuskegee, AL
36083. You can message Ron
D. Jolly or Tes Randle Jolly
on Facebook for more details.
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The Black Belt Bounty coffee table book celebra

Ron has also teamed up with
another legendary turkey
hunter, Preston Pittman, to
produce a commemorative
“Memories of Spring” box
call. The first run of 200 calls
has sold out, but you might be
able to get a second edition
with a birdseye maple chassis
and walnut lid when they re-
turn to production this week.

“Tenth Legion”

That quote from Primos re-
ferred to this seminal turkey
book from Colonel Tom Kel-
ly, who lived in Mobile and
Spanish Fort, Alabama, for
most of his life. Kelly wrote
“Tenth Legion” in 1973, and
it remains one of the essen-
tial reads for turkey hunters
today.

This is the way the
93-year-old Kelly, consid-
ered the poet laureate of all
turkey literature, describes
the book: “None of the char-
acters in this book are in any
way fictional or imaginary.
All are real people who have
been known to the author
for years. Statements made
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herein concerning timber,
people, or the physiological
processes of turkeys are mat-
ters of opinion and subject to
discussion.

“Statements made here-
in concerning the thought
processes of turkeys, or of
deer hunters, are known sci-
entific facts and are not open
to question. The author de-
clines to debate the accuracy
of these with anyone. He is,
however, perfectly willing to
fight about them.”

You can order a signed
copy of “Tenth Legion, 40th
Anniversary edition” from /
www.tomkellyinc.net/prod-
uct/tenth-legion-white-edi-
tion/ .

Gaston Custom Calls
When it comes to waterfowl
calls, David Gaston of Thom-
asville carries on the tradi-
tion of custom-built calls that
he learned to build and tune
from legendary call-maker
Alvin Taylor of Clarendon,
Arkansas.

Gaston makes duck calls
out of acrylic and wood, al-

tes the regions outdoors heritage.

and non-hunted,

¥ W
and the fertile Black Beit soils
browsse. The results are big
ks benefit from the same
i turkey bunting in the g|
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though the wood calls are in
high demand and are often
sold out. If inventory doesn’t
show up on www.gastoncus-
tomcalls.com/, contact him
at gastoncalls@gmail.com or
call 251-769-2744 to find out
what is in stock.

Hunter Safety Systems

Be sure the folks on your
Christmas list have the prop-
er safety equipment for hunt-
ing season, and that means
quality harnesses and life-
lines.

Hunter Safety Systems,
an Alabama company, start-
ed making harnesses in 2001
and has an impressive variety
of safety harnesses for ev-
ery need. The company also
developed the Lifeline that
keeps the hunter attached to
the tree at all times.

Visit https://huntersafe-
tysystem.com/ and get free
shipping with orders over
$35.

ADCNR lifetime licenses
If you're still stumped, head
to www.outdooralabama.

Through hunter-funded wildlife restoration efforts, Alabama’s
Department of Canservation and Natural Resources in cooperation
with wunters and landowners brought back deer and turkey popula-
thrive in the Black Belt. The interspersed open land and
adlats result in deer densities within carrying capacity,
produce abundant, highly nutritious
& deer with lots of antler mass. Wild tur-

wombination of open and wooded land,
ack Belt is as pood as it Bets. ’
ssional, sworn law enforcement officers

g laws, are in a special position to
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e s e d Hartzog, a seasoneq

iz and fishiny

1o "lots of farm |

" hunters and fisherm,

outdoors enthusiasts

habwhite quail populations. Quail hunting plantations devoted

i considerable resources to habitat work aimed at sustainable quail
populations. Good quail habitat is also good habitat for deer, wild
turkeys, many ather birds, and a host of wildlife species, both hunted

¥ears in Bullock County,
and, flat with black prairie

com/license-information
and consider purchasing a
lifetime license as an ulti-
mate Christmas gift. Click on
the lifetime license link for
the pertinent information,
including the proof of Ala-
bama residency.

License costs are based
on the recipient’s age. Those
under 2 years old or 50 years
and older receive the best
prices.

For instance, those in that
age group can buy a lifetime
freshwater fishing license
for $178.75 or you can go all
out with the hunting, state
duck stamp, freshwater and
saltwater fishing for $987.70.
If you're between the ages of
12 and 49, that combination
package is $1,486.35, still a
considerable savings over a
lifetime of buying annual li-
censes. Lifetime licenses are
available for individual activ-
ities or a variety of combina-
tions.

Time is running out, so
get that order in as quickly
as you can and have a Merry
Christmas!
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Camillus Joseph
Clos, 95, of Marietta,
GA passed away Dec. 6,
2020. He was born in
Cullman, AL March 19,
1925 to Francis Henry
and Alida Schmitt Clos.
He was preceded in
death by his parents and
three brothers Frank
H. Clos, Jr., Jean M.
Clos, and Rene J. Clos.
Mr. Clos is survived by
a sister Mary Therese
Clos Daniels of Atlanta,
GA. Camillus attended
Sacred Heart Church
and School and St.
Bernard High School
and Junior College in
Cullman. He served in
the U.S. Marine Corps
on Okinawa and China
during World War IT and
inthe Korean War. Later,
he moved to Marietta,
GA where he worked as

a machinist at Lockheed
Martin for more than 30
years before retiring. In
Marietta he attended
St. Joseph Church and
later became a founding
member of Holy Family
Catholic Church. St.
Bernard School and
Abbey were always dear
to his heart. In later
years he joined a group
of donors known as
the Clairvaux Society,
so named in honor
of the founder of the
Benedictine Order.
A Mass of Christian
Burial will be held at
10 am. Tuesday, Dec.
15 at Sacred Heart
Church in Cullman,
with burial following at
Sacred Heart Cemetery.
Visitation is from
6:30-7:30 p.m. at Moss
Services Monday, Dec.

14, followed by therosary
at 7:30. Tributes can be
made to Sacred Heart
Church and St. Bernard
Abbey. Moss Service
Funeral Home directing.

A graveside service
for Mr. Herman Louis
(Junior) Peinhardt of
Cullman will be held at
2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 18,
2020 at Cullman City
Cemetery. Junior’s
family will receive
friends at the funeral
home from 11 a.m. until
depart time to go to the
cemetery. The son of
the late Emil and Emma
Kress Peinhardt was
a longtime employee
of Nicholson File. He
was preceded in death
by his first wife Doris
Northcutt  Peinhardt.
He leaves behind his

wife Norma Deese
Peinhardt, sisters
Louise Pugh and Amelia
Peinhardt; a half-sister
Linda Chambers;
and stepsons Ron,
Larry, and Bob Todd.

Lee Roy Hamby, 76, of
Double Springs passed
away Wednesday, Dec.
9, 2020 at his residence
surrounded by  his
loving family. He was
born March 31, 1944 to
Leonard and Minnie
Hamby. Lee proudly
served his country
in the United States
Army. Visitation will be
Saturday, Dec.12, 2020
from 9:30-11 am. at
Double Springs Church
of Christ, where the
funeral will be held
at 11 am. Burial will
be at Double Springs

Memorial Cemetery
(Cockrell-West). Vance
Hutton and Justin
Guin will officiate.
Lee is survived by his
wife of 58 years, Mary
Lou Hamby; daughter
Stacy (Denny) Tinch;
grandchildren Garrett
and Lily Tinch; brothers
Wayne (Mary) Hamby
and Frank Hamby;
sister Carolyn Taylor;

lifelong friend Frankie
(Brenda) Hicks; and a
host of nieces, nephews,
and friends. He was
preceded in death by
his father Leonard
Hamby; mother Minnie
Holcomb Hamby;
brothers Carl Hamby,
Russell Hamby, Jack
Hamby, James Hamby
and Neal Hamby; and
sister Ona  Keller.

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1998
HOLLY POND FUNERAL HOME

today for special pricing

Services followed

SPECIAL PRICING ON
CREMATIONS OPTION

Speak with one of our licensed funeral directors

Cremation with a Memorial Service, or Funeral

3 3k 3 3k Tk ek kR ke sk sk sk kR sk sk ke ke sk sk ke kokok
TRADITIONAL “CARE” BURIAL FUNERAL PACKAGES

on Direct Cremation,

by Cremation.

CURRENTLY BEGIN AT $3,995. ADDI

THIS ESTABLISHMENT DOES NOT OWN A CREMATORY.

161 BROOKLYN ROAD, HOLLY POND, AL | 256-796-0333

TIONAL PACKAGES AVAILABLE.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY

Custom Granite Headstones and Monuments
Date of Death Engraving in Cemeteries

2117 US Hwy 278 West

Cullman, AL 35057

Free Obituary Listings

HAVE YOUR FUNERAL HOME CONTACT US

Locally Made and Locally Owned
Low Cost, High Quality

30-Day Delivery, Guaranteed
We Use Only American Granite

(2 miles West of 1-65)
256-734-2005

Saturdays by Appointment
www.thetombstonecompany.com

Email: robin@-cullmantribune.com * Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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Hanceville receives $90K grant for

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com
HANCEVILLE, Ala. -

Hanceville E-911 will soon
be getting new equipment to
help streamline its current
system, thanks to a $90,000
grant from the Cullman
County E-911 Board of Com-
missioners’ Grant Program
for 2021.

The council said the Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office,
City of Cullman and Cullman
Emergency Medical Services
also qualified for grants.

The projects will include,
according to the E-911 Board
of Commissioners, “equip-
ment, software, installation
and up to one year support to
provide consoles capable of
toning/alerting units for in-
coming 911 information.”

Hanceville 911 Commu-
nications- Corrections Divi-
sion Supervisor Blake Burns
explained, “We have two con-

soles here, so we have been
awarded up to $90,000 to
purchase these consoles that
are capable of toning fire de-
partments.

“It does make it faster,
and as far the County, we will
all be on the same operating
system.”

Hanceville purchased two
stationary and three mobile
positions that the City said
will increase communication
capabilities while improving
response to situations in-
cluding natural disasters.

In other business

The council approved
Resolution 649 to participate
in the 2021 Severe Weather
Preparedness Sales Tax Hol-
iday the weekend of Feb.26-
28.

More information on the
items included in the tax-
free holiday can be found at
https://revenue.alabama.
gov/sales-use/sales-tax-holi-

days/

After a public hearing
with no comments or con-
cerns from the public or the
council, the council approved
Ordinance 631 to rezone the
Nguyen property located at
the corner of Kentucky Ave-
nue and Commercial Street
from Bl(Business) to Rl
(Residential).

“Why the property, which
has been the location of a
home for many years, was
zoned B1 is “a bit of a mys-
tery,” according to the coun-
cil.

The council thanked the
Hanceville Civitans for their
hard work and dedication to
the city of Hanceville with
the organization of this year’s
Cullman County Christmas
Parade as well as the Hancev-
ille Christmas Tree Lighting
and Tinsel Trail at Veterans
Memorial Park.

The next Hanceville City
Council meeting will be Mon-
day, Dec. 21 at 5:30 p.m.
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911 system upgrade

CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
Members of the Hanceville City Council are seen Thursday evening, Dec. 10, 2020.
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