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‘I’m extremely 
humbled and honored’
Cullman U.S. Army recruiter accepted into 
prestigious Sergeant Audie Murphy Club

Sgt. 1st Class Matthew Clayton
MELISSA VACCARO

» PAGE 5

Co-op 
customers near 
Berlin readying 

for Sprout 
Fiber Internet

– EDUCATION –

Sacred Heart 5th grader 
Caroline McBride named 

national handwriting champion
Four other Sacred Heart students win state titles

CULLMAN, Ala. – Sacred 
Heart Elementary School 
recently became home to 
five state handwriting cham-
pions, including Caroline 
McBride, who went on to be 
named the fifth-grade na-
tional Grand Champion in 
the 30th annual Zaner-Blos-
er National Handwriting 

Contest held last spring. The 
school has competed in the 
contest for 25 years and has a 
history of students bringing 
home honors.

The school’s state level 
winners also included:
•	 Valeria Becerra, first 
grade
•	 Jordyn Black, third grade
•	 Maria Agnello, fourth 

grade
•	 Charli Roberson, sixth 
grade

Principal Shawna Norman 
recognized McBride before 
Sacred Heart Church’s con-
gregation during last Sun-
day’s morning Mass.
	 The school teaches hand-
writing like other academic 
subjects, pointing to several 
benefits for those who learn 

cursive script.
	 At Sacred Heart Church, 
Norman presented a certif-
icate to vice principal and 
fifth-grade teacher Tracy 
Holmes, crediting her for the 
skills she passes on to her 
students.
	 Norman said of her 
school’s emphasis on good 
handwriting skills, “Sacred 
Heart School has been teach-
ing handwriting 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Sacred Heart local and state 2019-2020 Zaner-Bloser handwriting winners: (left to right) John Carl Knight 
(Kindergarten -classroom winner), Valeria Becerra (first grade-state winner), Shawna Norman (principal), 
Jordyn Black (third grade-state winner) and Caroline McBride (fifth grade-state and grand national 
champion). Not pictured: state winners Maria Agnello (fourth grade) and Charli Roberson (sixth grade). 
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LIST: Christmas 
church services » PAGE 2

This 
graphic 

shows, in 
different 

colors, 
when 

Cullman 
Electric 

Cooperative 
customers 
can expect 
access to 

Sprout 
Fiber 

Internet.
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Santa Letters Inside
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public 

notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com
Alcoholics Anonymous 
Meetings
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings 
(all are welcome) Mon-
day and Thursday nights 
from 7-8 p.m. at the Car-
riage House, located 
next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-347-
1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Please join 
us to pray or come for 
prayer. 
• Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
• Sundays at 10 a.m. adult, 
youth and children’s 
classes; 11 a.m. children’s 
classes; praise and wor-
ship, and message by Pas-
tor Bobby Dodd
• Dec. 19 Drive-thru food 
bank 9-11 a.m.  Bring a 
picture ID.
• Dec. 23, 7 p.m. Can-
dle Lighting & Commu-
nion Service by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd. Everyone 
welcome! We will social 
distance and celebrate 
JESUS.

Hanceville Tinsel Trail
Now through Christ-
mas at Veterans Park in 
Hanceville. Free admis-
sion. Enjoy the lights and 
displays as you walk along 
the Tinsel Trail. 

Church Services- St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church
• Advent Season will 
be highlighted at St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church 
during weekly evening 
prayer services held ev-
ery Wednesday night at 
6 p.m. The focus of the 
readings will be chapters 
47, 48 and 49 from the 
prophecy of Isaiah.
• St. Paul’s Christmas Eve 
services are scheduled for 
6 p.m. and 11 p.m. The ser-
vice of lessons and carols 
will begin at 6 p.m. and 
feature talents and voic-
es from Sunday school 
students, members of the 
Senior Choir, the Hand 
Bell Choir and a chamber 
ensemble from St. Paul’s 
and the community fea-
turing woodwinds, brass 
and percussion. The 11 
p.m. service will feature 
carols and candlelight in 
the Divine Service. Divine 
Service will begin at 9 
a.m. Christmas morning.
• All are welcome to join 
in these celebrations at 
513 Fourth Ave. SE in 
Cullman. 

18th Annual Winter 
Wonderland Christmas 
Light Display at Sports-
man Lake Park 
• Guests can enjoy driving 
through the park, train 
rides, carriage rides, hot 
chocolate and pictures 
with Santa. 
• This year a few things 
had to be tweaked due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The train has Plexiglass 
to separate riders. Santa 
will also be positioned 
with Plexiglass separat-
ing himself from the kids.
• Admission to the Win-
ter Wonderland is $10 per 
vehicle. A photo with San-
ta is $5. Only cash will be 
accepted. The display will 
be open (weather-per-
mitting) from 5-10 p.m. 
• Dec. 17-23 and 26-27 
(drive thru-only the 26-
27). Dec. 23 will be the 
last day for the train.
• Free admission for se-
niors 60 and older Dec. 
18-20. The Cullman 
County Commission will 
hand out candy to seniors 
Dec. 18-19. 
• Sportsman Lake Park 
is located at 1544 Sports-
man Lake Road NW in 
Cullman.

2nd Annual Christmas 
at the Grotto
• Christmas lights return 
to the Grotto! Come and 
experience the beauty of 
Br. Joseph’s work at night 
surrounded by lights and 
music! We have expanded 
this unique holiday ex-
perience throughout the 
grounds and have added 
several dates! 
• On Dec. 19, we will have 
a Christmas Crafts Fair in 
our parking lot, plus have 
live musical performanc-

es throughout the park! 
• Coffee and cookies will 
be available each night. 
Make your plans to visit 
now!
• Ave Maria Grotto, 1600 
St. Bernard Drive SE, 
Cullman

• Dates
Dec. 17,18 - 4-9 p.m.
Dec. 19 – noon-9 p.m.
Dec. 26 - 4-9 p.m.
Dec. 30,31 - 4-9 p.m.

• Admission
Adults - $6
Students - $3
Children 3 and younger - 
free

Hanceville Quarter-
back Club Turkey Shoot
• Every Saturday until 
Dec. 19 at 8 a.m. along 
U.S. Highway 31 South 
between Barbee Motors 
and Domino’s. Look for 
the signs. 
• All proceeds support 
Hanceville Quarterback 
Club. 

4D Farm “Country 
Christmas” 
• Games, activities, food, 
sweets, rides, and of 
course, farm animals. 
Most of the farm’s normal 
attractions will be open, 
as well as Santa’s Barn, 
where Santa will be avail-
able for families to take 
pictures. 
• Sleigh rides will take 
visitors on the Country 
Christmas Light Trail. 
For those not comfort-
able with a sleigh ride, 
don’t worry, visitors can 
opt to drive their own ve-
hicles. 
• $14.95 + tax per person 
includes attractions and 
light trail. For $5, treat 
cards are also available 
for purchase- they in-
clude treat kits as well as 
feed for the farm animals. 
For those just wanting to 
drive through the Coun-
try Christmas Light Trail, 
the cost is $10 per vehicle.
• Social distancing at 
the farm should not be a 
problem. The attractions 
are spread out, and the 
farm is a large area which 
allows for families to stay 
distanced. Masks are en-
couraged.
• 4D Farm is located at 
7182 County Road 703 in 
Cullman. The farm will be 
open from 3-9 p.m. Fri-
day-Sunday through Dec. 
20. The drive-thru light 
show is open Wednes-
day-Sunday from 5-9 p.m.
• Find out more at ww-
w.4dfamilyfarm.com or 
www.facebook.com/4D -
Farm.

LifeSouth Christmas 
Blood Drive
Thursday, Dec. 17 from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. at RE Garri-
son Trucking, 1103 Coun-
ty Road 1194, Cullman, 
AL 35179

Living Nativity
• Dec. 17-20, times vary, 
at West Point Baptist 
Church, 140 County Road 
1242, Cullman, AL 35057
• This is a free, socially 
distanced, outdoor event 
with music, drama and 
live animals! Parents, 
there will also be a pho-
to opportunity for your 
children with the nativity 
animals.
• We will offer two pre-
sentations each night: 6 
and 7:30 p.m. 
• Being mindful of others, 
we will limit each presen-
tation to 50 people.
• Reserve your place on-
line or call for your reser-
vation today!
• https://bit.ly/LivingNa-
tivity2020  256-739-5849

Santa in Garden City
• Friday, Dec. 18 at noon 
at Dollar General in Gar-
den City
• He’s going to be check-
ing who’s been naughty 
and nice and letting ev-
eryone get a picture with 
him! Cause who wouldn’t 
want a picture with San-
ta!! We all hope to see you 
there! Look for the big red 
engines!

Holly Pond Civitan 
Club Cards in the Park 
and Luminaries
Friday, Dec. 18 at 5 p.m. at 
Governors Park in Holly 
Pond. Walk around the 
park and enjoy the gi-
ant “Christmas Cards” 
on display and the lumi-
naries placed around the 
walkways. 
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update from the Alabama 
Department of Public 
Health’s COVID-19 Data 
and Surveillance Dash-
board

• Total confirmed cases in 
AL: 249,849 (+2,846 since 
yesterday) 
• Probable cases in AL: 
55,791 (+1,261 since yester-
day)  
• Total confirmed deaths in 
AL: 3,704 (+62 since yester-
day)    
• Probable deaths in AL: 
494
• Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co.: 4,258 (+78 
since yesterday) 
• Probable cases in Cull-
man Co.: 1,677 (+26 since 

yesterday)
• Total confirmed deaths in 
Cullman Co.: 50 (+2 since 
yesterday)
• Probable deaths in Cull-
man Co.: 14
• Total tested in Cullman 
Co.: 28,965
• Total tested in the last 14 
days in Cullman Co.: 2,802
• Cases in the last 14 days in 
Cullman Co.: 1,223
• Total tested in Alabama: 
1,741,128
• Cases in the last 14 days in 
Alabama: 49,492
• Total tested in the last 14 
days in Alabama: 137,793
• Currently hospitalized in 
Alabama: 2,310
• Cumulative no. of hos-
pitalizations in Alabama: 
29,559
• Presumed recoveries in 
Alabama (reported week-
ly): 183,625

See more details at https://
bit.ly/2VjCQbP.

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 
2020 update from Cull-
man Regional
• 58 positive patients, 
with16 currently on venti-
lators
• Cullman Regional has re-
ported 79 COVID deaths to 
ADPH. Of these patients, 60 
were from Cullman County.

“This week, Alabama’s 
COVID-19 hospitalization 
rate is at an all-time high. 
The numbers of cases are 
climbing, and this latest 
surge ties directly into 
the Thanksgiving holiday. 
We’ve got to do better over 
the next two holiday weeks.
	 “While we’re starting 
to get a glimpse of the light 

at the end of the tunnel 
with the introduction of 
the new vaccines, it will be 
several months before vac-
cines are available for the 
general public. The first 
rounds will be used for our 
frontline health care work-
ers, first responders and 
nursing home residents. It 
will probably be the spring 
or early summer before we 
see an impact from vaccina-
tions on community spread 
of the virus.
	 “This means we have 
to continue to wear our 
masks, stay at home if pos-
sible and socially distance if 
we have to go out and con-
stantly wash our hands. So, 
during the holidays and on 
into next year, please make 
every effort to stay safe, to 
protect yourself, your fam-
ily and others around you.”

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

Services (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. – With 
just over a week left until 
Christmas, many churches 
are preparing worship ser-
vices while keeping in mind 
the COVID-19 guidelines. 
For those who are trying to 
figure out where to tune in, 
The Tribune compiled a list 
of churches with their service 
times and any other Christ-
mas events they will be host-
ing.
	 All worship services will 
be held in-person with Face-
book live streams available 
Sunday, Dec. 20 unless oth-
erwise noted. Check each 
church’s website or Facebook 
page for more details. If you 
know of a service we missed, 
email heather@cullmantri-
bune.com. 

•	 Center Hill Baptist 
Church, Hanceville – Sunday 
School at 10 a.m., worship at 
11. Wednesday, Dec. 23: free 
Community Christmas Din-
ner at 1 p.m.

•	 Church at the Well, Cull-
man – 10:30 a.m.

•	 Crosshaven Church, 
Hanceville – “Christmas at 
the Cross” service at 10:30 
a.m., video also available on 
the Crosshaven Church Cull-
man YouTube channel

•	 Cullman Church of Christ 
– 10 a.m., video also available 
on the Cullman Church of 
Christ website

•	 Cullman Nazarene 
Church – 10 a.m.

•	 Desperation Church, 
multiple locations – 9:30 & 
11:15 a.m.

•	 East Side Baptist Church 
– Sunday School at 9:30 a.m. 
(also available on Facebook), 

worship at 10:30 a.m.

•	 Ebenezer Baptist Church, 
Vinemont – 11 a.m. (live 
stream only)

•	 Etha Baptist Church, 
between Fairview and Eva – 
“Love Came for Me” Carols & 
Candlelight at 10:30 a.m.

•	 Fairview First United 
Methodist- Thursday. Dec. 
24: Christmas Eve Candle-
light Service 7 p.m. in person 
or online on Facebook

•	 Faith Baptist Church, 
Vinemont – 10:45 a.m.

•	 First Baptist Church, 
Garden City – 10:30 a.m. 
(streamed to the GCFBC 
Facebook group)

•	 First Baptist Church, 
Cullman – Traditional wor-
ship at 8 a.m., Blended wor-
ship at 9:30, Modern worship 
at 10:45. Also available on the 
Cullman FBC website

•	 First United Methodist 
Church, Cullman – Thursday, 
Dec. 24. Outdoor worship 
service in the FUMC parking 
lot, 5 p.m.

•	 First United Methodist, 
Hanceville – 10:30 a.m.

•	 Grace Episcopal – wor-
ship services inside the 
church at 8 & 10:30 a.m., on-
line worship via Zoom at 9:15

•	 Kingdom Life Church, 
Simcoe – 10:30 a.m. (live 
stream only)

•	 Life Church-Cullman, 
Dodge City – 9 & 11 a.m. Dec. 
20, 10 a.m. Dec. 27

•	 New Hope #2 – Sunday 
School at 10 a.m., worship at 
11

•	 Northbrook Baptist – 9 & 
10:30 a.m.

•	 Oak Level Baptist Church, 
between Berlin and Holly 
Pond – 10 a.m., live streamed 
to Pastor Etsel Riddle’s per-
sonal Facebook page

•	 Pleasant Grove United 
Methodist Church, Joppa – 11 
a.m.

•	 Redan Missionary Baptist 
Church, Holly Pond – Sunday 
School at 10 a.m., worship at 
11

•	 Renovation Church, 
Vinemont – 10:30 a.m.

•	 Rocky Mount Primitive 
Baptist Church, Arab – 10:30 
a.m.

•	 Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Catholic Church, Cullman – 
Thursday, Dec. 24: Children’s 
Mass at 3 & 5 p.m., Spanish 
Mass at 8 p.m.; Friday, Dec. 
25: Bilingual Mass at mid-
night, Mass at 10 a.m., Span-
ish Mass at noon. More in-
formation available at www.
sacredheartchurchcullman.
org.  

•	 St. John’s Evangelical 
Protestant Church, Cullman 
– Thursday, Dec. 24: Indoor 
worship in the sanctuary at 
noon, outdoor worship on the 
front steps at 5 p.m. (weath-
er-permitting). Friday, Dec. 
25: Christmas Morning 
Dawn Watch at 6 a.m. Must 
register for the service you 
wish to attend (https://sjepc.
com/events/christmas-wor-
ship-services/).

•	 St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church, Cullman – Weekly 
evening prayer services held 
every Wednesday night at 6; 
Thursday, Dec. 24: 6 p.m. and 
11 p.m. The service of lessons 
and carols will begin at 6 p.m. 
and feature talents and voices 
from Sunday school students, 
members of the Senior Choir, 
the Hand Bell Choir and a 
chamber ensemble from St. 
Paul’s and the community 
featuring woodwinds, brass 
and percussion. The 11 p.m. 
service will feature carols 
and candlelight in the Divine 
Service. Friday, Dec. 25: Di-
vine Service at 9 a.m. Services 
available on the St. Paul’s Lu-
theran YouTube channel, St-
PaulsCullman.

•	 South Cullman Church 
of Christ – 10 a.m.; video also 
available on the South Cull-
man Church of Christ web-
site

•	 Temple Baptist Church, 
Cullman - “Christmas at 
Temple” online-only services 
at 9 & 11 a.m. (www.facebook.
com/templecullman) 

•	 Temple Baptist Church, 
Fairview - “Christmas at 
Temple” online-only service 
at 10 a.m. (www.facebook.
com/templefairview) 

•	 Vinemont Baptist Church 
– 11 a.m.

•	 Welcome Baptist Church, 
Baileyton – 10 a.m.

•	 West Point Baptist 
Church – 9 & 10:30 a.m. (only 
10:30 service is live streamed)

Heather Mann
heather@cullmantribune.com

APARTMENT FOR RENT 
2 bedroom brick duplex, central heat and air, washer/dryer 

hookup, dishwasher and appliances furnished, new paint and 
carpet, near Cullman High School. NO SMOKING, NO PETS 

$650.00 month, $650 deposit 
256-595-3653 
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EDUCATION NOTES

Cullman’s Katelyn Smith named to Troy Provost’s List

EDUCATION NOTES

Hanceville’s Alex Campbell named to Berry Dean’s List

TROY, Ala. – Troy Universi-
ty is pleased to announce stu-
dents who have been named 

to the Provost’s List for Term 
1 of the 2020/2021 academic 
year. Full-time undergradu-
ate students who are regis-
tered for 12 semester hours 
and who have a grade point 

average of at least 3.65 qualify 
for the Provost’s List. 
	 Local students include 
Katelyn Smith of Cullman.

Troy University is a public, 

historic, international uni-
versity with 22,500 students 
and 154,000 alumni. Students 
choose TROY for its quality 
academic programs, reason-
able costs and availability of 

financial aid, outstanding fac-
ulty, and flexible in-class and 
online class offerings.
	 Students on the Troy, Ala. 
campus enjoy a tradition-
al college experience, while 

adult students are the cen-
ters of attention at campuses 
in Dothan, Montgomery and 
Phenix City, Ala., as well as 
at locations around the world 
and online. 

ROME, Ga. – Alex Campbell 
of Hanceville, AL was named 

to the Fall 2020 Dean’s List 
at Berry College. The Dean’s 
List honors students who 
posted an academic average 
of 3.5 or better on a 4.0 scale 

while carrying a class load of 
at least 12 hours during the 
semester.

Nationally recognized for ac-

ademic excellence and as an 
outstanding educational val-
ue, Berry is an independent, 
coeducational, comprehensive 
liberal arts college of approxi-

mately 2,100 students. 
	 For more than a century, 
the college has offered an ex-
ceptional education that bal-
ances intellectual exploration, 

practical learning, and char-
acter development.
	 Its 27,000-acre campus is 
the world’s largest. Visit www.
berry.edu. 

Matt Clower 
Contributor

Chris Reinolds Kozelle 
Contributor

1 OUT OF 10
ELDERLY PERSONS AND ADULTS
WITH DISABILITIES ARE BEING:
Abused, Neglected or Exploited

HELP STOP THE ABUSE

Thereʼs no excuse for
ELDER ABUSE

“This project was supported by Subgrant #16-VA-VS-076 awarded by the Law Enforcement / Traffic Safety Division of
ADECA and the U.S. Department of Justice.” The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed
in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Department of Justice or grant-making component.”

IF YOU SEE IT, REPORT IT

ADULT ABUSE HOTLINE at 1-800-458-7214

If you suspect this is happening to someone you
know, please report it to Adult Protective Services
by contacting your local DHR office or calling the

#18-VA-VS-050

BE
GO BUILD.

.MORE
Learn more at GoBuildAl.com
GO BUILD

GoBuildAl.comGoBuildAl.comLearn more at GoBuildAl.com

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Commission awards installation contract for New Canaan 
shelter; Human Trafficking Awareness Month proclaimed
CULLMAN, Ala. – New Ca-
naan will soon see progress 
in the long-awaited installa-
tion of its community storm 
shelter. The Cullman County 
Commission on Tuesday eve-
ning awarded the contract to 
install the shelter to Harbor 
Enterprises, LLC, doing busi-
ness as Survive-A-Storm. 
	 The new community 
storm center will be locat-
ed next to the New Canaan 
Community Center and will 
be paid for by a grant from the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (FEMA). 
	 Commissioner Kerry 
Watson thanked new Cull-
man County Economic De-
velopment Director Bradley 
Williams for helping to move 
the project forward, saying, 
“I appreciate it. I started this 
in 2017 and this shows you 
how long it takes to get one of 
these.” 
	 Chairman Jeff Clemons 
declared January 2021 Hu-
man Trafficking Awareness 
Month with the reading of a 
proclamation at Tuesday’s 
meeting.
	 Cullman County Human 
Trafficking Task Force Chair-
person Kathy Wilson was 
present to thank the commis-
sion for its ongoing support. 
	 Said Wilson, “This past 
year, we were able to partner 
with Wallace State Commu-
nity College and we put out 

our first personal service an-
nouncement video.
	 “It’s two and a half min-
utes long and it’s on YouTube 
under Cullman County Hu-
man Trafficking Task Force. 
 	 “If you would, view it, 
share it. That’s how we stop 
this heinous crime is from 
one person to another educa-
tion.” 

In other business, the com-
mission took the following 
actions:
•	 Passed Resolution 2021-4 
making Dec. 31, 2020 a Coun-
ty holiday
•	 Passed Resolution 2021-
5- agreement with Alabama 
Department of Transpor-
tation (ALDOT) relating to 
CARTS with partial funding 
by the Federal Transit Ad-
ministration for FY2021-
2022
•	 Passed Resolution 2021-
07- agreement with the City 
of Cullman for improve-
ments and resurfacing of 
24th Street Southwest and a 
portion of County Road 715 
in Cullman Industrial Park II
•	 Authorized Clemons to 
reappoint Judge Rusty Turn-
er to the Public Library Board 
for a four-year term expiring 
9/30/24
•	 Authorized Clemons to 
sign a Section 5311 agree-
ment between CARTS and 
ALDOT for FY 2021-2022
•	 Authorized Clemons to 
sign certificate of compliance 
with the Beason-Hammon 

Alabama Taxpayer and Citi-
zen Protection Act
•	 Approved appointment 
of Clemons to the Airport 
Board, expiring 11/2024
•	 Approval of the Veterans 
Memorial Park bylaws
•	 Approved allowing bid 
for replacement equipment 
of the AWOS at the Cullman 
Regional Airport 
•	 Approved allowing bid 
for proposals for design build 
hanger at the Cullman Re-
gional Airport
•	 Approved three-year 

agreement with Georgia Pa-
cific for dispenser refills for 
all County businesses, ex-
cluding parks
•	 Approved renewal of the 
ACCA Liability Self-Insur-
ance- cost $412,189.11 (a 4% 
increase from last year)
•	 Approved donation of 
$6,000 to Saving Forgotten 
Warriors for the 800 Club for 
veterans with PTSD
•	 Approved donation of 
$6,000 to VFW for the 800 
Club for veterans with PTSD
•	 Approved employment 

contract for the county ad-
ministrator
•	 Awarded bid for the Agri-
cultural Trade Center Pump 
Station Improvement Project 
to Apel Machine & Supply Co. 
Inc. upon recommendation 
of St. John & Associates
•	 Authorized Clemons to 
serve as owner’s authorized 
representative to sign all doc-
uments pertaining to Agri-
cultural Trade Center Pump 
Station Improvement Project
•	 Approved payment to 
St. John & Associates for 

engineering services in the 
amount of $10,095
•	 Accepted bid from Wil-
loughby Roofing & Sheet 
Metal, Inc. in the amount of 
$56,965 to complete roof-
ing project for the Cullman 
County Garage

The next commission work 
session will be Thursday, Jan. 
21, 2021 at 4:30 p.m. followed 
by the commission meeting 
at 6 p.m. on the first floor of 
the Cullman County Court-
house. 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Left to right are Commissioner Kerry Watson, Chairman Jeff Clemons, Cullman County Human 
Trafficking Task Force Chairperson Kathy Wilson and Commissioner Garry Marchman.
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Auburn uses second half run to beat Texas Southern
AUBURN, Ala. – For the first 
20 minutes, Texas Southern 
gave Auburn all it could han-
dle Tuesday night. But the 
home Tigers clamped down 
on the defensive end in the 
second half and went on an 
18-2 run to pull away for an 
80-63 win inside Auburn 
Arena. 
	 “I thought we played 
well,” head coach Bruce Pearl 
said. “People will point to the 
second half where the out-
come was better. I thought 
offensively we were good 
throughout the night. To 
only have nine turnovers and 
score 80 points, I think that’s 
a real positive.”
	 For the second straight 
game, it was the trio of Allen 
Flanigan, Justin Powell and 
Jaylin Williams who stepped 
up and led the way for Au-
burn.
	 After combining to score 
52 points in Saturday’s win 
against Memphis, they com-
bined for 48 points in Tues-
day’s game. 
	 Flanigan scored a game-
high 18 points with 15 coming 
in the second half.
	 During Auburn’s 18-2 
run, the sophomore made 3 
the hard way twice, convert-
ing two baskets inside while 
drawing the foul, and then 

capped the run with a cross-
over, step-back 3 as the shot 
clock was running down to 
put the Tigers ahead 61-46.
	 “When we had that run, 
we were real aggressive,” 
Flanigan said. “Guys didn’t 
back down. We crashed the 
boards and just fought back 
in those couple of minutes. 
We gave it all we had.”
	 Flanigan has now scored 
in double figures in five of Au-
burn’s six games. 
	 Powell and Williams also 
finished in double figures 
Tuesday night with 15 points 
apiece. 
	 Powell, the SEC Fresh-
man Player of the Week, filled 
up the stat sheet as he tied 
for the team lead with sev-
en rebounds and also dished 
out a team-high six assists. 
Through the first six games, 
he leads the team in all three 
major categories, averaging 
16.5 points, 6.5 rebounds and 
3.8 assists per game. 
	  Williams put Auburn on 
the board first with a bucket 
on the game’s opening pos-
session. A few minutes later, 
the sophomore threw down 
an alley-oop drunk from Pow-
ell to finish off a fastbreak.
	 Powell fed Williams 
again for another slam in the 
second half. Williams also 
chipped in six rebounds, two 
blocks and two steals. 
	 The big three for Auburn 

shot a combined 18 of 35 from 
the floor and only turned it 
over five times. As a team, the 
nine turnovers committed 
were a season low for the Ti-
gers. 
	 It was a breakout game of 
sorts for freshman JT Thor 
who was everywhere in the 
first five minutes. He grabbed 
three offensive rebounds. 
His steal led to the alley-oop 
dunk from Williams. He had 
a block, which led to a 3 in 
transition from Flanigan. 
And he threw down a nasty 
one-handed dunk with his 
left hand. 
	 Thor finished the night 
with seven points, seven re-
bounds, three steals and two 
blocks. 
	 Fellow freshman Dylan 
Cardwell also tied for the 
team lead with seven re-
bounds and provided the Ti-
gers with a boost of energy off 
the bench in the second half. 
	 “The big three of Jaylin 
Williams, Allen Flanigan and 
Justin Powell all played really 
well,” Pearl said. 
	 “But the key for our team 
is when JT Thor does what 
he does tonight. Three steals 
and five offensive rebounds. 
You could see how popular of 
a player JT is because when 
he started flying around and 
making plays, the whole 
bench just lit up like crazy. 
	 “Or the effort and ener-

gy of Dylan Cardwell. Dylan 
played with such passion and 
got excited about some de-
fensive rebounds and block-
ing a shot and getting a stop, 
and I love the fact that he’s 

showing his emotion. I was 
really pleased with that.”
	 10 different players 
scored for Auburn on Tues-
day night. 
	 The victory over Texas 

Southern made it 31 in a row 
over non-conference oppo-
nents inside Auburn Arena. 
The Tigers (4-2) will be back 
home this Saturday to face 
Troy at 1 p.m. CT.

Jones’ double-double keys Alabama’ comeback win over Furman

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – Her-
bert Jones scored 18 points 
and grabbed 12 rebounds 
to key the Alabama men’s 
basketball team to an 83-80 
comeback win in Coleman 
Coliseum Tuesday night. 
Furman led by as many as 16 
points and for all but 1:18 of 
the contest, however, with 
the Crimson Tide used a 15-9 
run over the last six minutes 
to secure the victory. 
	 Jones added four assists 
and two blocks to his fifth ca-
reer double-double and sec-
ond this season. Jaden Shack-
elford finished with 13 points 
while James Rojas contrib-
uted a season-high 11 points 
and tied his season-high with 
seven rebounds. Juwan Gary 
finished with a season high of 
10 points on 4-of-5 shooting 
and added three rebounds. 
	 The Crimson Tide (4-2) 
dominated the paint, scoring 
40 points inside and grab-
bing 48 boards while holding 
the Paladins to 28 points in 
the paint and 27 rebounds. 
Alabama also dominated the 
offensive glass, turning a 21-5 
offensive rebounding advan-
tage into a huge 24-3 edge in 
second chance points.
	 Furman (5-2) was led by 
Mike Bothwell (23) and Clay 
Mounce (21) who combined 
to score 44 points.  

Coach Nate Oats Postgame 
Comments 

“That was a big win. Fur-
man is a really good team. I 
thought our guys showed a 
lot of fight coming back from 
down 16. I thought our effort 
o close out the first half and a 
majority the second half was 
much better. I thought Rojas 
gave us a huge spark. We kind 
of went small and found a 
lineup that could guard them 
a little better. Our defense 
wasn’t very good tonight, 
especially to start the game. 
We’ve got to do a better job 
coming out to play defensive-
ly, but I thought we showed 
a lot of character and fight. 
We didn’t shoot the ball par-
ticularly well, but we figured 
out a way to score enough 
points. The offensive boards 
were big tonight, outscoring 
them 24-3 where last game 
it was 15-0 the other way. It 
was a huge point of empha-
sis in rebounding and we 
outrebounded them by 21. 
I thought Juwan Gary gave 
us some great minutes and 
John Petty’s effort was great. 
He stayed engaged the whole 
game even though he didn’t 
shoot the ball well, so we have 
to give him a lot of credit as 
well. I like where we are atti-
tude-wise, but we have to do 
a better job coming out of the 
gate.”

Team Stats 
Furman took its largest lead 
of the game at 16 points (32-
16) with 8:32 left in the half 
and led for 37:12 of the con-
test.

	 Alabama took its first 
lead of the game on a Ro-
jas three-pointer with 1:18 
remaining and never relin-
quished it 
	 The Crimson Tide dom-
inated the boards, outre-
bounding the Paladins 48-27, 
leading to Alabama scoring 
40 points in the paint and 24 
second-chance points 
	 Alabama’s bench con-
tributed 34 points in the win 
compared to just 13 from Fur-
man. 
	 Alabama outscored Fur-
man 46-33 while shooting 50 
percent from the field in the 
second half to overcome the 
Paladins 
	 With 8:12 to go in the 
game, Furman’s Mounce 
fouled after scoring 21 points  
	 Herbert Jones recorded 
his fifth career double-dou-
ble with 18 points and 12 re-
bounds with four assists and 
two blocks in 33 minutes of 
action 

First Half 
Furman jumped out to a 20-
14 lead to begin the game and 
then used a 12-2 run to pull 
ahead 32-16 with 8:21 left to 
play in the first half  
	 Alabama responded with 
a 10-6 spurt to trim the Pal-
adin lead to 10 with 4:57 left 
before the half  
	 With Furman leading by 
15 at the 2:15 mark, the Tide 
scored the last five points of 
the first half to cut the differ-
ential to 10 points, 47-37, as 
the teams went into the lock-

er room  
	 Furman shot an efficient 
62.1 percent (18-of-29) from 
the field and hit eight threes 
(8-of-17), while Alabama shot 
40.0 percent (14-of-35)  
	 The Paladins’ Bothwell, 
Gurley, and Mounce com-
bined to score 38 of the team’s 
47 points in the first half  

Second Half 
Alabama outscored Furman, 
10-7, in the early part of the 
first half, however the Pala-
dins scored four straight to 
lead 58-47 with 14:56 remain-
ing in the game 
	 With 8:12 to play and 

trailing 70-61, the Tide went 
on a 12-4 run to pull within 
one point of the Paladins at 
74-73 with 3:42 left in the 
game 
	 Trailing 76-73, Alabama 
scored eight straight points 
to take an 81-76 lead with 28 
seconds left to play
	 Despite missing several 
free throws down the stretch, 
the Tide would go on to de-
feat Furman, 83-80 
	 Alabama knocked down 
five of its last six field goals 
while holding the Paladins to 
just one of their last 10
	 Alabama outrebounded 
Furman 29-13 after the inter-

mission

Up Next 
The Tide continues its four 
game homestand on Dec. 19, 
taking on Western Kentucky 
at home in Coleman Colise-
um 
	 The contest is slated for 1 
p.m. CT and can be watched 
on ESPNU 
	 For all the latest informa-
tion on the team, follow Ala-
bamaMBB on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. General 
athletic news can be found @
UA_Athletics on Twitter and 
Instagram and Alabama Ath-
letics on Facebook.

UA ATHLETICS

Alabama Forward James Rojas posted 11 points and seven rebounds in 
the Crimson Tide’s 83-80 win over Furman Tuesday night.

Offensive line selected as semifinalists for the Joe Moore Award

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – The 
Alabama offensive line was 
selected as one of 11 semi-
finalists for the Joe Moore 
Award, the Foundation for 
Teamwork announced on 
Monday.
	 The Joe Moore Award 
is presented annually to the 
nation’s top offensive line 
unit. Alabama is joined on 
the semifinalist list by Buf-
falo, BYU, Coastal Carolina, 
Iowa, Iowa State, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Notre Dame, Ohio 
State, and Texas A&M.

Offensive Line
Joe Moore Award Semifi-
nalist
•	 Alabama’s starting of-
fensive line has only allowed 
quarterback Mac Jones to be 
sacked six times in 10 games 
on 301 drop backs, or one 
sack per 50.2 drop backs, 
while Jones leads the nation 
in passing efficiency

•	 The Crimson Tide is sec-

ond nationally in rushing 
touchdowns with 33 (3.3 per 
game), while ranking third 
in the SEC in rushing offense 
(190.1 ypg)

•	 The Alabama offensive 
front has blocked for the na-
tion’s top-ranked FBS scor-
ing offense (49.5 ppg), the 
No. 1 pass efficiency offense 
(198.2) and No. 3 total of-
fense (537.6)

The award is named after 
Joe Moore, widely regarded 
as one of the best offensive 
line coaches in college foot-
ball history and is the only 
major college football award 
to honor a unit. The award 
annually recognizes the na-
tion’s most outstanding of-
fensive line unit that best 
displays toughness, effort, 
teamwork, physicality, tone 
setting and finishing.
	 Alabama previously won 
the award in 2015 in its first 
year of existence.
	 The Joe Moore Award 
finalists will be named on 
Monday, Dec. 21st. The even-

tual winner will be recog-
nized in the ensuing weeks 
during a surprise, on campus 
visit to the winning unit’s 

school (TBD as per the win-
ning school’s schedule).
	 Get all the latest infor-
mation on the team by fol-

lowing @AlabamaFTBL on 
Twitter and Facebook and 
AlabamaFBL on Instagram. 
General athletic news can 

also be found at UA_Athlet-
ics on Twitter and Instagram 
and AlabamaAthletics on 
Facebook.

UA Athletics 
rolltide.com

SHANNA LOCKWOOD/AU ATHLETICS

Auburn’s Allen Flanigan (22) scored 18 points in the Tigers’ 80-
63 win over Texas Southern Tuesday night.

UA ATHLETICS

The Alabama offensive line has been selected as a semifinalist for this year’s Joe Moore Award.

Greg Ostendorf
AU Athletics 

UA Athletics 
rolltide.com 
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With the Citizens Mobile App,

On-the-go banking is at 
your fingertips. 

223 2nd Ave SE | Cullman 
256-841-6600
citizensbanktrust.com

*Third party fees for data, messaging, 
Internet may apply.

Honored (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. – Local 
U.S. Army Recruiter, Sgt. 1st 
Class Matthew Clayton was 
recently accepted into the 
prestigious Sergeant Audie 
Murphy Club (SAMC), which 
describes itself as “an elite 
organization of noncommis-
sioned officers (NCOs) who 
have demonstrated perfor-
mance and inherent leader-
ship qualities and abilities 
characterized by those of Ser-
geant Audie Murphy.” 
	 According to the SAMC 
page on the Audie L. Murphy 
Memorial Website (www.au-
diemurphy.com), members 
accepted into the organiza-
tion must “exemplify lead-
ership characterized by per-
sonal concern for the needs, 
training, development, and 
welfare of Soldiers and con-
cern for families of Soldiers.”
	 Selection for the SAMC 
is divided into three phases: 
Commander’s Nomination, 
Initial Selection and Final 
Selection.
	 First, the unit command-
ers who recommend NCOs 
for selection evaluate candi-
dates prior to their appear-
ance before the initial selec-
tion board. Initial selection 
under the direction of the 
unit senior NCO numerically 
scores the candidates on a va-
riety of criteria to determine 
if they should continue to fi-
nal selection.
	 If approved, the candi-
dates appear before a final 
selection board made up of 
a command sergeant major 
and three or more command 
or sergeants major.
	 Through a question and 
answer system, the board 
determines if the candidates 
have “reached a level of 
knowledge in a range of sub-
jects to warrant induction 
into the SAMC. Candidates 
successfully meeting stan-
dards of final selection board 
will be selected for induction 
into the SAMC.”
	 SFC Clayton outlined his 
military history in his intro-
duction letter to the selection 
board, and he allowed The 
Tribune to share the infor-
mation about his service. 
	 “I joined the Army in 
2004 out of my hometown 
Rockingham, North Carolina. 
	 “I attended basic train-
ing at Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina and AIT (Advanced 
Infantry Training) at Fort 
Eustis, Virginia earning the 
MOS (Military Occupation 
Specialty) 88N, Transporta-
tion Management Coordina-
tor, and was recognized by 
the battalion commander for 
being the class commander.” 
	 Clayton’s first assignment 
saw him in South Korea as a 
movements specialist over 
airfield operations.
	 “I revised two SOPs (Stan-
dard Operating Procedures) 
and developed an operations 
guide that was adopted by 
battalion.
	 “After completing War-
rior Leaders Course and the 
promotion board to sergeant, 
I was pinned by the 19th ESC 
Commander, Brigadier Gen-
eral Raymond V. Mason, at 24 
months in the Army.”
	 Re-enlisting in 2008 sent 
him to Kure, Japan, serving 
as the senior NCO managing 
stock ammunition depots.
	 “I learned Japanese 
during my two years there 
and coordinated three ma-
jor bilateral training exer-
cises between the Japanese 
Ground Self-Defense Forces 
and Army National Guard 

units.
	 “I also managed a spe-
cial mission in Diego Garcia 
as ADACG (Arrival-Depar-
ture Airfield Control Group) 
NCO In Charge for the RSOI 
(Reception, Staging, Onward 
Movement, and Integration) 
of the 5-2 Striker BCT (Bri-
gade Combat Team) from 
Fort Lewis to Kandahar.”
	 After five years of service, 
Clayton achieved the rank 
of staff sergeant. His next 
deployment took him to the 
Kuwait-Iraq border, where 
he served as a transporta-
tion supervisor in charge of 
eight soldiers and managed 
24-hour convoy operations 
working with Kuwait Cus-
toms, Immigration and Bor-
der Security.
	 “He was reassigned to 
Fort Campbell, Kentucky af-
ter completing the Advanced 
Leader Course in March 
2012, and in August 2012 he 
was deployed to Afghanistan. 
 	 “There he managed “all 
air cargo and personnel 
movements throughout the 
area of operations.”
	 Clayton transitioned into 
the Army Reserve in 2014 
and was accepted as a career 
counselor.
	 Three years later, he ap-
plied for the Active Guard Re-
serve program as a recruiter, 
and he is currently assigned 
to the Cullman Station, 
Huntsville Company, Mont-
gomery Recruiting Battalion. 
In May 2020, he achieved the 
rank of sergeant first class.
	 “My short-term goals are 
to be inducted into the SAMC 
and complete by bachelor’s 
degree,” Clayton stated. “My 
long-term goals are to reclas-
sify back to career counselor 
and achieve the rank of com-
mand sergeant major.”
	 He described himself as a 
“passionate and caring lead-
er” and stated that he hoped 
to be considered for the 
SAMC in order to “carry on 
the legacy of the organization 
while mentoring the next 
generation of leaders.”
	 Clayton told The Tribune 
of the SAMC honor, “I would 
like thank God for blessing 
me with the opportunity and 
ability to serve this great na-
tion for the past 16-plus years 

in the greatest Army on earth. 
I want to say a special thanks 
to wife Katy and my two boys 
for supporting me and being 
my biggest fans while I’ve 
prepared.
	 I’d like to thank my broth-
ers in the Cullman Recruiting 
Station for the loyalty, selfless 
service and encouragement.
	 “Thanks to my leaders 
and mentors who recom-
mended me and pushed me 
to achieve this distinction. 
	 “I’m extremely hum-
bled and honored to simply 
be considered qualified for 
the SAMC. Getting inducted 
into this phenomenal group 
of professionals is one of my 
greatest accomplishments.
	 I’ve always admired the 
SAMC, but never considered 
myself eligible.
	 “I look forward to carry-
ing on the legacy of the orga-
nization and mentor the next 
generation of leaders! ‘You 
lead from the front!’” 

About Audie Murphy 
(www.army.mil) 
“Audie Leon Murphy, son of 
poor Texas sharecroppers, 
rose to national fame as the 
most decorated U.S. com-
bat soldier of World War II. 
Among his 33 awards and 
decorations was the Medal of 
Honor, the highest military 
award for bravery that can be 
given to any individual in the 
United States of America, for 
‘conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his 
life above and beyond the call 
of duty.’
	 He also received every 
decoration for valor that his 
country had to offer, some of 
them more than once, includ-
ing 5 decorations by France 
and Belgium. Credited with 
both killing over 240 of the 
enemy while wounding and 
capturing many others, he 
became a legend within the 
3rd Infantry Division.
	 Beginning his service 
as an Army Private, Audie 
quickly rose to the enlisted 
rank of Staff Sergeant, was 
given a ‘battlefield’ commis-
sion as 2nd Lieutenant, was 
wounded three times, fought 
in 9 major campaigns across 
the European Theater, and 
survived the war.”

Heather Mann
heather@cullmantribune.com

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR CANCER 
PATIENTS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by Region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching over 
1 million readers each week! 
Run your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Alascan newspaper) or call 
1-800-264-7043 to find out 
how easy it is to advertise 
statewide!

BEST SATELLITE TV 
with 2 Year price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo. with 190 Chan-
nels and 3 months free pre-
mium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 
1-855-943-1314.

INSTRUCTION
COMPUTER & IT Train-
ing Program! Train online 
to get the skills to become a 

Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Now offering 
a $10,000 Scholarship for 
qualified applicants. Call CTI 
for details! 1-844-218-4255 
(M-F 7am-5pm).

INSURANCE
ATTENTION MEDICARE 
Recipients! Open enroll-
ment is upon us! We want 
to save you money on your 
Medicare supplement plan. 
Free quotes from top provid-
ers. Excellent coverage. Call 
for a no obligation quote to 
see how much you can save! 
1-877-326-0344.

SAVE BIG on home insur-
ance! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurance companies. Let us 
do the shopping & save you 
time and money. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average sav-
ings of $444/year! Call 1-877-

920-0763. (M-F 8am-8pm 
Central).

SAVE MONEY on your 
health insurance! Affordable 
rate on Health Insurance. 
Let us show you what you 
can save. Call now! 1-833-
592-0964.

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, cathe-
ters and more! To learn more 
call now 1-855-504-9031.

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 
Anywhere. No tanks to re-
fill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 1-844-322-
9935.

HELP WANTED-
TRADES

LEARN MORE about 
high-demand skilled trades 
and construction positions. 
Begin your construction ca-
reer with Go Build Alabama. 
Apply today at GoBuildAL.
com.

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

DRIVE OUT Breast Cancer: 
Donate a car or boat today! 
Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Run-
ning or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 1-855-428-9330.

AUTOMOTIVE
VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems? We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 

Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South AL 
1-251-342-8538.

FOR SALE
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. Easy, One Day up-
dates! We specialize in safe 

bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. 
Call for free in-home consul-
tation: 1-877-590-1575.

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

ALABAMA DEPT OF CORRECTIONS    

CLEAR AND  
SECURE  

CAREER PATH

COMPETITIVE  
BENEFITS 
PACKAGE 

JOBS AVAILABLE NOW.
OPPORTUNITY TO EARN UP TO $7,500  IN BONUSES!

VISIT  ADOCJOBS.USAPPLY TODAY, TALK TO A RECRUITER WITHIN 
2 BUSINESS DAYS

PROVIDING TODAY. PROTECTING TOMORROW.
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THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Obituary Announcements: Dec. 17
Billy Wayne Patrick, 
son of Forrest Lonzo 
Patrick and Mary Ruth 
Patrick of Cullman, 
Alabama, passed 
away surrounded 
by his loving family 
Sunday, Dec. 13, 2020 
in Cullman, Alabama 
at the age of 81. He 
was preceded in 
death by his parents 
and his brother, 
Donald Patrick. Bill is 
survived by Sarah Etta 
Goodlett Patrick, his 
loving wife of 57 years; 
son Bryan Wayne 
Patrick; daughter 
Amanda Paige 
Patrick Booher and 
her husband, Shawn 
Booher and Amanda’s 
daughters Sydney, 
Kennedy and Landry 
Wright; sisters-in-
law Margaret Patrick, 
Jenny Bonner, Barbara 
(Gordon) Bennett, and 
Mary Ellen Goodlett; 
and many nieces and 
nephews. Bill was 
born Feb. 4, 1939 in 
White City, Alabama 
and graduated from 
Cullman High School 
in 1956. He received 
his bachelor’s degree 
from Howard College 
in 1961. Bill and Sarah 
married in 1963 and 
lived their life in 
Cullman, Alabama, 
and they have taken 
care of one another, 
their family and many 
others ever since that 
date. Bill was known 
for his quick wit and 
finding the lighter 
side of any situation. 
He loved his family, 
his work and his 
community, and his 
pride and joy was 
being called Papa by 
his granddaughters. 
He was actively 
involved in their 
lives no matter how 
far away they lived, 
always finding a way 
to be with them and 
help them. He worked 
hard all his life to 
accomplish his dreams 

and goals, and he loved 
living in the country. 
He was one of the best 
gardeners around 
the community, with 
the ability to grow 
practically anything. 
He was known to 
never sit still. He was 
the type of person to 
never meet a stranger, 
and he absolutely 
loved talking with and 
getting to know anyone 
he met. Visitation 
is Saturday, Dec. 19, 
2020 from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home in 
Cullman, Alabama. 
Graveside service is at 
Center Grove Baptist 
Church in Gold Ridge 
starting at 11 a.m. A 
celebration of life 
will be held at a later 
date. Please visit www.
mossservicefh.com 
to leave condolences 
for the family. Moss 
Service Funeral Home 
directing.  

A small memorial 
service for Frederic 
Harry Wallwork, 84, 
of Holly Pond, who 
passed away Tuesday, 
Dec. 15, 2020, will 
be held at Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church 
Thursday, Dec. 17, 
2020 at 11 a.m. He was 
preceded in death by 
his parents Raymond 
and Mary Gargus 
Wallwork and brother, 
Raymond Wallwork. 
Survivors include 
his wife Sandra Sims 
Wallwork; daughters 
Christina (Eric) Jones; 
son David (Brandy) 
Wallwork; children 
from his previous 
marriage Peter John 
Wallwork and Cathy 
Wallwork Russell; 
grandchildren Chad 
Wallwork, Jacob 
Jones, Dori Wallwork, 
Ryan Wallwork, Caleb 
(Abby) Jones, Abbey 
Jones and Phoebe 
Jones; brother Charles 
(Gail) Wallwork; and 

sisters Betty (Bobby) 
Coggins and Mary 
Jane (Whit) Kennedy. 
In lieu of flowers, 
donations may be 
made in memory of 
Mr. Wallwork to Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church 
Nicaragua Mission 
Fund, 5041 County 
Road 703, Cullman, 
AL 35055. Moss 
Service Funeral Home 
is assisting the family.

Tommy Dean 
Walker, 80, of 
Addison entered into 
rest Thursday, Dec. 
10, 2020 in Yuma, 
Arizona. Tommy was 
born March 26, 1940 
in Danville, Alabama. 
He attended Addison 
High School. He 
proudly served his 
country in the United 
States Navy, where 
he retired as Master 
Chief. He loved driving 
his truck, working on 
his cattle farm, and 
helping everyone he 
could. Visitation will 
be held Thursday, Dec. 
17, 2020 from 5-8 p.m. 
at Nichols Funeral 
Home in Addison. 
A graveside service 
with military honors 
will be on Friday at 
Arley Congregational 
Christian Church 
Cemetery in Arley. 
Brother Kenny 
Sudduth will officiate. 
The family requests 
that all attendees 
please wear a mask. 
Tommy is survived 
by his wife Sandy 
Walker; son Dwight 
Walker and his wife 
Yvonne; daughter 
Lori Tellarico; 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
Joseph Tellarico, 
Marisa Tellarico, 
Benny Tellarico, and 
Amanda Newton; 
great-grandchildren 
Daniel Newton; sisters 
Kathleen Smith, Jewel 
Bailey, and Betty 
Ledford; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, 

and cousins. He was 
preceded in death by 
his parents Roy and 
Laura Walker; son 
Dean Walker; brother 
Clyde Walker; and 
sister Linda Jane 
Walker. Memories 
and condolences may 
be shared at www.
nicholsfuneralhomes.
com. 

Memorial services 
for Nelson Ragsdale, 
84, of Cullman will be 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
20, 2020 at Bellview 
Heights Baptist 
Church. Cullman 
Funeral Home is 
assisting the family. 
Mr. Ragsdale passed 
away Tuesday, Dec. 15, 
2020 at UAB Hospital.  
He was born Oct. 1, 
1936 to Johnny and 
Ethel Walls Ragsdale. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
a son James Ragsdale; 
brothers Reuben 
Ragsdale and Avery 
Ragsdale; sisters 
Evelyn Fields and 
Faye Nelle Roberson; 
and grandchildren 
Amanda Fowler 
and Anthony Ray. 
Survivors include his 
wife Joyce Ragsdale; 
sons Dale Ragsdale 
and Kevin Ragsdale; 
daughters Leisha 
Aguero and Felicia 
Aleman; brothers 
Lenoit Ragsdale 
and Jerry (Joyce) 
Ragsdale; sisters 
Bonnie Cleghorn, 
Tommie Cleghorn, 
and Judy Golden; 
and numerous 
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, nieces, 
nephews, family and 
friends.
 
Private family 
funeral services for 
Ruby Jean Johnson, 
82, of Cullman will be 
at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
20, 2020 at Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with interment in 

Ebenezer Cemetery, 
Rev. Steve Rodgers 
officiating.  Private 
family visitation will 
be on Sunday from 1-2 
p.m. Cullman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 
Mrs. Johnson passed 
away Wednesday, Dec. 
16, 2020 at Woodland 
Health Care.  She was 
born April 25, 1938 
to Daniel Samuel and 
Bertha Lois McCoy 
Phillips.  She was 
a great loving wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
great-grandmother 
and was dear to all.  
She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
infant son and her 
brothers and sisters. 
Survivors include her 
husband of 66 years, 
James Johnson; son 
David (Amy) Johnson; 
daughters Katherine 
Barfield and Karen 
(Gary) Francis; 
grandchildren Jason 
(Amy) Barfield, 
Jessica (Paul) Nordan, 
Kandace (Justin) 
St. Denny, Maverick 
Johnson, and Weston 
Johnson; great-
grandchildren Eli St. 
Denny, Kate Barfield, 
A.J. Nordan, Andrew 
Barfield, Hunter 
Nordan; and family 
and friends. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
com. 

Funeral services 
for Marisa Goodwin 
McIntosh, 35, of 
Cullman will be at 
noon, Saturday, Dec. 

19, 2020 at Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with interment 
in Corinth West 
Cemetery, Rev. James 
McGraw officiating.  
Visitation will be 
from 11:30 a.m.-noon 
at the funeral home. 
Cullman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. Ms. 
McIntosh passed away 
Dec. 8, 2020 at her 
residence.  She was 
born May 27, 1985. She 
was preceded in death 
by her grandfather 
Bobby Gene Goodwin. 
Survivors include 
her mother Terrie 
Wallace; father Bobby 
Michael Goodwin; 
fiancé Keith Bearden; 
brother Michael 
Wayne Goodwin; sister 
Latasha (Kel) Karoly; 
grandparents Wayne 
and Ruth Jetton, and 
Gail Goodwin; nephew 
Jameson Karoly; 
aunts Robin (Danny) 
Johnson, Lynn 
(Rickey) Jennings, 
Teresa Nichols, and 
Lisa (Kenny) Overton; 
and a host of family 
and friends. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
com. 

Funeral service for 
Otis Craig White 
will be Saturday, Dec. 
19. 2020, at 10 a.m. 
at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. 
Visitation will be 
from 9-10 prior to the 
service. Mr. White 
passed away Saturday, 
Dec. 12, in Mobile, AL.

•Casket
•Removal  of  loved one (35  mi le  range)
•Al l  preparat ions  charges  for  v iewings
•Bas ic  Regis ter  Book and 50 Memoria l  Cards
•Unl ined Concrete  Box Outer  Buria l  Container
•Same Day Chapel  Viewing and Chapel  Service

T H I S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  D O E S  N O T  O W N  A  C R E M A T O R Y

HOLLY POND FUNERAL HOME

161 BROOKLYN ROAD, HOLLY POND, AL | 256-796-0333

OPTIONS INCLUDE:

TRADITIONAL “CARE”
BURIAL PACKAGE SPECIAL

A D D I T I O N A L  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E  |  A F F O R D A B L E  C R E M A T I O N  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E

$3,995

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D  S I N C E  1 9 9 8

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

McBride (from Front)
for years, as long as I can re-
member. And there’s a lot 
of controversy about hand-
writing: should we teach it? 
Should we not teach it?
	 “A lot of schools quit 

teaching it and have brought 
it back in, but research shows 
that handwriting is import-
ant for many reasons.
	 “It develops that artistic 
side of our brain that read-

ing, writing, math sometimes 
doesn’t.
	 “It also helps with dyslex-
ic students; we have found re-
search that writing letters in 
cursive helps them to distin-

guish between d’s and b’s, and 
p’s and q’s. 
	 “It also helps us link our-
selves to the past, to history. 
	 “Many of our documents 
from the past are written in 

cursive, and by teaching writ-
ing cursive, we also teach stu-
dents to read cursive.
	 “So it helps them to link 
to things to the past like our 
Declaration of Indepen-

dence, which they may not 
have been able to read if they 
didn’t know handwriting.”
	 For more on Sacred Heart 
School, visit https://shscull-
man.com. 
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“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
  

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

Dear Santa Clause, 
 
I have been a really good girl this year. I hope you are safe 
from covid-19. I can’t wait for you to come through my door 
on Christmas Eve!  What I want for Christmas is a LOL. 
Omg doll, Remix dolls, a plane and a Playdate Repunzel and 
Maximus. It is not all about the gifts, I know. It’s really 
all about Jesus. 
 
Love,  
Paige  
Age 11 
Cullman Christian School 
 

Dear Santa,  
 
I’m always happy about the way you give out presents to 
people with a jolly mood! I really want to have mechanical 
pencils, Minecraft Dungeon figures, a computer for coding, 
and an epic Mine Coins gift card! I also wish that everyone 
else will have a good holiday season, especially the people 
who can’t afford to get presents or an abundant amount of 
food. I wish for my mom, dad, and other family members to 
have a great Christmas, also. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sawyer 
Age:  11 
Cullman Christian School 
5th Grade 
 

Amy.makwana@cullmanchristian.com 

 

Kylie Smith 
Age 8 
2nd Grade/East Elementary/CIA 
Mrs. Kelly 
 
Dear Santa, 
   I've been good this year and I would like a elf to come soon and this year I would like a lol doll and 
a barbie truck and a ugly sweater that has a elf on it a dragon costume and more american girl doll 
and some clothes for her and I would like a american boy doll and some art supplies 
some  paintbrushes and a kindle for me and my sister Jordan please get all of this stuff and I still 
have some stuff in mind but I have to go do school so I hope you have a good Christmas Day and 
tell Mrs. Claus that I said hey and do the same for the elf Lilly please Santa Claus please. 
 
Kylie Smith 
 

Dear Santa, 
I really don't want to ask for anything this year for just myself.  I'd like to ask for everyone to be able 
to get better, have Covid go away so we can go to school, and to help those who have been hurt in 
all the ways possible by Covid.  I hope you and Mrs. Claus have a very Merry Christmas.  Thank you 
so much! 
 
With Love, 
Ava Brown🎄🎄🎄🎄⛪ 
2nd Grade – East Elementary 

 

Ava.brown@ccsstudent.org 

 

Pandora 
Age: 8  
Grade: 2  
Teacher: 
Mrs. Kelly.                    
Deear santa:    hi santa. hope your having jolly day. for christmas i want: a baby alive potty 
dance baby. kitty pop from lol surprise remix. a new unicorn shirt. lol balls. my little pony toys (i 
dont care which kind because i just like my little pony) a new unicorn backpack ( i think its 
supposed to be clear. but i want a unicorn on mine) a blume toy. hatchmal eggs. a boxy girl. a 
hoverboard.gotta go flamingo.a baking kit that is a oven. world peace. and a unicorn dancing on 
a rainbow. my family.an end to covid-19. love-pandora 
 

Pandora.taylor@ccsstudent.org 

 

  

 

Dear Santa, 

I just want to say Thank You for all that you do. It seems like a lot to do in just one night. How do you do 
it? 

I have a few questions for you.  

1. Have you ever lost a letter?  

2. How do you deliver all of the toys in one night? 

3. Do the Mail Ladies and Mail Men ever get to meet you?  

4. Do all of your elves look the same or do they look different? 

5. How many toys do you make every year?  

6. If the elves ever need to come down here, do they have to get a reindeer ticket to come here? 

Merry Christmas Santa, all of your reindeer and all of your elves. 

P.S. Does cupid really have hearts in her antlers? 
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Love, 

Lily Beth Veigl and her Elf, Tinsel 

  

  

Lily Beth Veigl – 8 years old 

2nd Grade-East Elementary School Virtual 

2nd Grade Cullman City Virtual Teacher-Mrs. Tere Kelly 

  

 

Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828

Internet (from Front)

Letters (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. – Sprout 
Fiber Internet service from 
the Cullman Electric Coop-
erative will soon be available 
in the Berlin area. Cullman 
Electric Cooperative Man-
ager of Communications & 
External Affairs Brian Lacy 
said the Co-op has received 
great feedback from the eight 
residential customers and 
one business that served as 
“friendlies” or beta testers 
over the past few weeks. 
	 “We have had almost 
8,400 people who have basi-
cally registered through our 
website to indicate their in-
terest in Sprout,” he said.
	 Of those 8,400, approxi-
mately 2,300 are in Phase 1 of 
the Sprout rollout
	  “We haven’t really start-
ed marketing yet. That’s just 
from asking people to check 
out our website to see what 
they can find out.” 
	 So far, the mainline con-
struction for Phase 1 has 
made its way through the 
Berlin, Fairview and Holly 
Pond area.
	 Crews from OnTrac are 
now in the Berlin area install-
ing drop lines, so residents 
should see them out and 
about. 
	 Explained Lacy, “That is 
basically the line that goes 
from the main power line to 
the outside of the house. 
	 “There is a box that gets 
installed on the outside of ev-
ery house and business, near 
the electric meter, and that’s 
where the fiber line will run, 
from the power line to the 
home.” 
	 For those subscribers in 

the Berlin area where the 
drop lines and boxes are 
being installed, Lacy said 
the Co-op is hopefully they 
will be online sometime in 
mid-January.
	 The box on the outside 
of the house is called an NID 
(Network Interface Device). 
	 “Once that NID is con-
nected on someone’s house, 
the last step is in January 
a home install crew will be 
scheduled to go out to those 
people’s homes and run the 
fiber from the box on the out-
side of their home into their 
house either through the 
crawl space or however they 
determine is the best way to 
do it,” he said.
	 The Co-op has been in 
communication with those 
subscribers as well as cus-
tomers who have made inqui-
ries to let them know that the 
drop line installers are in the 
Berlin area and home install 

crews will be scheduled.
	 Lacy encourages those 
who are interested in sub-
scribing to do so now while 
they have crews focused in 
that area. 
	 He said, “If you think you 
are going to want it, let us 
know now while we know the 
construction crew is going to 
be in your area.” 
	 In November, a small 
group of eight homes and one 
business served as beta tes-
ters and has been fully con-
nected for several weeks. 
	 “We have been talking 
with those members to make 
sure everything is going right 
and if they do have any issues, 
now is the time for us to work 
through those before we 
go live with everyone,” said 
Lacy, who described the feed-
back as “excellent.”
	 “The speed and the re-
liability have been so much 
better than anybody has been 

able to have access to before 
now.” 
	 He continued, “We have 
used a train car analogy. If 
you picture that loop that the 
mainline construction crews 
will continue to work around 
towards Hanceville and over 
to Dodge City and Bremen 
as they move around. Then 
back towards Fairview and 
Holly Pond, the drop crews 
will come behind them and 
the install crews will come 
behind them. We will just 

continue that process all the 
way around our service area. 
Hopefully, if things are going 
well and the response con-
tinues to be as strong as it 
has been, sometime during 
2021, we will look at the 
numbers, and if the project 
is as successful as we hope 
it is, that will give indication 
to our board to make a deci-
sion about doing additional 
phases. The end goal, if this 
works right, is to have Sprout 
Fiber Internet available to 

every home and business that 
is served by Cullman Electric 
Cooperative. If everything 
keeps going well with Phase 
1 over the course of this next 
year, I think we will see that 
come to fruition.” 
	 Phase 1 is expected to 
continue its loop around 
Cullman County throughout 
2021 and possibly into the 
early part of 2022. 
	 To learn more about 
Sprout Fiber Internet, visit 
www.cullmanec.com/sprout. 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com


