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CULLMAN, Ala. – Cullman 
County offices will be closed 
Thursday and Friday, Dec. 
31-Jan. 1 in observance of the 
New Year’s holiday. 
	 Cullman County sanita-
tion routes will run normally 
on these days. 

	 City of Cullman offices 
will be closed Friday, Jan. 1 on 
New Year’s Day.
	 There are no residential 
sanitation/recycling services 
on Fridays, but commercial 
sanitation will run as normal 
on New Year’s Day.

City, County holiday 
hours, sanitation 
schedules

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

STK#17358 

NEW 2021 GMC SIERRA 1500NEW 2021 GMC SIERRA 1500
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive SLTCrew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive SLT
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LIST $59,840

SALE 
PRICE

$46,995*

New Year’s Eve 
festivities

– OPINION –

Editorial: Hopes 
for 2021 from the 
perspective of a 

young college student

‘I SAW SO MUCH 
GIVING THIS YEAR’
Victoria’s Hope takes on challenges of 2020

CULLMAN, Ala. – April 
Bowen German, with the 
help of family and friends, 
created Victoria’s Hope in 
her mother’s memory as a 
ministry to single parents in 
need. Over a short time, the 
charity turned into a busi-

ness, with a Cullman-based 
thrift store that allows fam-
ilies in need to shop for free 
and that donates substantial 
portions of its sales revenues 
to other charitable causes.
	 As with many such orga-
nizations, Victoria’s Hope 
was hit hard in 2020, but 
looked for and found oppor-
tunities to continue its min-

istry.
	 German told The Tri-
bune, “2020 has definitely 
been an interesting year, and 
reflecting back on it, there 
was so much fear and un-
certainty, but I’ve also seen 
so much good come out of 
this year as well. This year 
has proven to me even more 
how this community comes 

together to help one another 
in a time of need. 
	 “A couple of weeks before 
COVID hit, we were getting 
close to reaching our goal of 
paying off numerous school 
lunchroom debts by the end 
of the school year. We were 
able to pay off one school’s 
debt before the shutdown. 
We were closed 

CULLMAN, Ala. – As a tu-
multuous year comes to a 
close, New Year’s celebra-
tions look quite different 
from what most people are 
used to. Here are some lo-
cal festivities. Keep in mind 
that these celebrations may 
have limits on the numbers 
of guests, so check in with the 
hosts to see if there are still 
open spaces for new guests 
and be aware of any and all 
COVID-preventing mea-
sures the organizers may ask 
of attendees. 

New Year’s Eve Bowling 
Party
•	 Cullman Bowling Center 
- 1710 Tally Ho St., Cullman 
•	 7 p.m.-1 a.m.
•	 “We will be having three 
shifts for bowling New Year’s 
Eve night! 7-9 p.m., 9-11 p.m. 
and 11 p.m.-1 a.m. We are cur-
rently taking reservations for 
lanes that night on all three 
shifts. The first two shifts are 
$18 per person, and the last 
shift from 11 p.m.-1 a.m. will 
be $20 per person. Reserve 
by calling 256-734-2600.”
•	 Event page: www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/397934221650672

Tavern New Year’s Eve 
Party
•	 Valley Tavern and Grille 
(“the official restaurant/tav-
ern of the Cullman Bowling 
Center”) - 1710 Tally Ho St., 
Cullman 
•	 8 p.m.-midnight
•	 Event page: www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/228940968469370

New Year’s Eve Worship 
Night
•	 Church at the Well - 708 

Ninth St. SW, Cullman 
•	 10:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m.
•	 Event page: www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/224781242433657

A Tribute to Van Halen 
NYE
•	 Brick Haven Venue - 1889 
U.S. Highway 278, Cullman 
35055
•	 8 p.m.-midnight
•	 Tickets $25
•	 Event page: https://allev-
ents.in/cullman/84-a-trib-
ute-to-van-halen-nye/1000
0131537290577?ref=event-
list-dynamic-data&aff=u1g-
jbz

New Year’s Eve Karaoke
•	 Goat Island Brewing – 
1646-A John H Cooper Dr. 
SE, Cullman 
•	 6 p.m.-midnight
•	 Event page: www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/156441639218779

Redeemed Ministries 2020 
New Year’s Eve Fellowship
•	 1415 Fairview Church 
Road, Cleveland, AL 35049 
(Blount County)
•	 6 p.m.-12:30 a.m.
•	 Event page: www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/718190079130751

Alabama Ball Drop
•	 Quail Creek Resort - 233 
Quail Creek Dr., Hartselle, 
AL 35640 (Morgan County)
•	 10 p.m.-midnight
•	 Event page: www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m /
events/805036550076417/

Tips from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention
If you are celebrating the 
New Year with people out-
side your household, make 
sure you follow steps to pre-
vent the spread 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Heather Mann
heather@cullmantribune.com

The Victoria’s Hope thrift store, Victoria’s Hope Thrift and Treasures, is located at 1430 Fourth St. SW in Cullman.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Heather Mann
HEATHER MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public 

notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com
St. Vincent de Paul 
Food Bank Closed un-
til Jan. 4
The St. Vincent de Paul 
Food Bank at Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church 
will be closed until Jan. 
4, 2021.  It will reopen 
with regular hours 
Monday, Jan. 4, from 
9-11:45 a.m. on regular 
days: Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous Meetings
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome) 
Monday and Thursday 
nights from 7-8 p.m. 
at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace 
Episcopal Church, 305 
Arnold St. NE Cullman. 
Contact phone num-
bers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-
708-1340

Church Services- 
Spirit Life Church of 
GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph 
Dr. NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Please join us to pray or 
come for prayer. 
• Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
• Sundays at 10 a.m. 
adult, youth and chil-
dren’s classes; 11 a.m. 
children’s classes; praise 
and worship, and mes-
sage by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd

2nd Annual Christ-
mas at the Grotto
• Dec. 31 - 4-9 p.m., Ave 
Maria Grotto, 1600 St. 
Bernard Drive SE, Cull-
man
• Christmas lights re-
turn to the Grotto! 
Come and experience 
the beauty of Br. Jo-
seph’s work at night 
surrounded by lights 
and music! Coffee and 
cookies will be available. 
Make your plans to visit 
now!

• Admission
Adults - $6
Students - $3
Children 3 and younger 
- free

City, County Holi-
day Hours, Sanitation 
Schedules
• Cullman County offic-
es will be closed Thurs-
day and Friday, Dec. 31-
Jan. 1 in observance of 
the New Year’s holiday. 
• Cullman County san-
itation routes will run 
normally on these days. 

• City of Cullman offic-
es will be closed Friday, 
Jan. 1 on New Year’s 
Day.
• There are no residen-
tial sanitation/recycling 
services on Fridays, but 
commercial sanitation 
will run as normal on 
New Year’s Day.

Cullman County Cat-
tlemen and Cattle-
Women Annual Meet-
ing Canceled
Our annual meeting 
was planned for Jan. 
9, 2021 at Stonebridge 
Farms in Cullman. Due 
to the record number of 
COVID-19 cases and our 
annual meeting being 15 
days after Christmas, we 
feel it is in the best in-
terest of our members 
to postpone our annu-
al meeting until a later 
date. We will reschedule 
and as soon as we have a 
date. You still need to re-
new your memberships 
so that you do not see 
an interruption in your 
Alabama Cattlemen’s 
magazine and your oth-
er member benefits. 
We can do this for you. 
Please reach out to us on 
Facebook or get in touch 
with any of our directors 
and they can help you. 

City of Cullman Plan-
ning Commission 
Meeting
Monday, Jan. 4 at 5:30 
p.m. at Cullman City 
Hall

Holly Pond Town 
Council Meeting
Monday, Jan. 4 at 6 p.m. 
at the Guy Hunt Library

Fairview Town Coun-
cil Meeting
Monday, Jan. 4 at 6 p.m. 
at Fairview Town Hall

Town of Berlin Jan-
uary 2021 Special 
Meeting
• Monday, Jan. 4 at 7 
p.m. at the Berlin Com-
munity Center
• Discussion will in-
clude Farmers’ Market 
building and weather 
alerts.

Baileyton Town Coun-
cil Meeting
Monday, Jan. 4 at 7 p.m. 
at Baileyton Town Hall
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Dec. 30
CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Dec. 30, 2020. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Dec. 28
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; Hwy. 69 S
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana, possession of 
drug paraphernalia, posses-
sion of stolen property; 2nd 
Ave. NW
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; Childhaven Road 
NE
•	 possession of drug para-

phernalia; CR 1268
•	 permitting dogs to run at 
large; CR 1141
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering of a motor vehicle; 
CR 598
•	 reckless endangerment; 
CR 1275

Dec. 29
•	 burglary; Hwy. 278 W
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1107
•	 menacing; I-65 S/MM 
306
•	 burglary; Schwaiger Road
•	 unauthorized use of a mo-
tor vehicle; Willowbend
•	 burglary; CR 1570
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1775
•	 unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
CR 222

CULLMAN POLICE

DEPARTMENT
INCIDENTS
Dec. 28
•	 leaving the scene of an 
accident; person; Ave. G SE; 
damage to ’14 Ford Fusion; 
$300
•	 third-degree domestic vi-
olence- harassment; person; 
Main Ave. SW

Dec. 29
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 
157; futon; $159
•	 first-degree robbery; per-
son; Olive St. SW
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 
157; miscellaneous

ARRESTS
Dec. 29
Robinson, Justin P., 24
•	 unlawful possession or 
receipt of a controlled sub-

stance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 possession of a short bar-
rel shotgun

Ochoa, Ruby J., 46
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia (2 counts)
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of services

Edge, Clinton A., 52
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespassing
•	 resisting arrest

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Festivities (from Front)
of COVID-19.

Wear a mask
•	 Wear a mask with two 
or more layers to stop the 
spread of COVID-19 to pro-
tect others and yourself.
•	 Wear your mask over your 
nose and mouth, secure it un-
der your chin, and make sure 
it fits snugly against the sides 
of your face.
•	 Wear a mask indoors and 
outdoors.
•	 In cold weather, wear 
your mask under your scarf, 
ski mask, or balaclava.
•	 Keep a spare mask in case 
your mask becomes wet from 
moisture in your breath or 
from snow or rain.

Stay at least 6 feet apart
•	 Stay 6 feet away from oth-
ers who do not live with you.
•	 Indoors or outdoors, 

you are more likely to get or 
spread COVID-19 when you 
are in close contact with oth-
ers for a total of 15 minutes or 
more over a 24-hour period.
•	 It is especially important 
for people who are at high-
er risk of getting very sick 
to stay 6 feet (about 2 arm 
lengths) from other people.

Avoid crowds and poorly 
ventilated indoor spaces
•	 The more people you are 
in contact with, the more 
likely you are to be exposed 
to COVID-19.
•	 Avoid gatherings and cel-
ebrations with a lot of people 
that make staying 6 feet apart 
from those who don’t live 
with you difficult.
•	 Avoid indoor spaces as 
much as possible, especially 
ones that aren’t well ventilat-
ed.

•	 If indoors, open windows 
and doors. Use a window fan 
to blow air out, which will 
pull fresh air in through the 
open windows.

Wash your hands
•	 Wash your hands often 
with soap and water for at 
least 20 seconds, especially 
after you have been in a pub-
lic place, after blowing your 
nose, coughing, or sneezing 
and before eating. 
•	 Make sure to dry your 
hands completely using a 
clean towel or by air drying.
•	 If soap and water aren’t 
available, use hand sanitizer 
with at least 60% alcohol.
•	 Avoid touching your 
mask, eyes, nose, and mouth.

Stay home if you are sick
•	 Stay home if you are sick, 
except to get medical care.

•	 Isolate yourself from oth-
er members of your family 
and wear a mask.
•	 Even if you don’t feel 
sick, you can still spread 
COVID-19 to others.

Get a flu shot as soon as pos-
sible
•	 The flu shot can help 
protect you and your family, 
friends, and community from 
getting and spreading flu.
•	 By getting a flu shot, you 
can also help lower hospi-
tal visits and serious health 
problems from flu.

COVID-19 vaccines
•	 While it is possible that 
some people may receive 
COVID-19 vaccines before 
New Year’s Eve, continue tak-
ing steps to protect yourself 
and others for some time to 
come.
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1 OUT OF 10
ELDERLY PERSONS AND ADULTS
WITH DISABILITIES ARE BEING:
Abused, Neglected or Exploited

HELP STOP THE ABUSE

Thereʼs no excuse for
ELDER ABUSE

“This project was supported by Subgrant #16-VA-VS-076 awarded by the Law Enforcement / Traffic Safety Division of
ADECA and the U.S. Department of Justice.” The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed
in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Department of Justice or grant-making component.”

IF YOU SEE IT, REPORT IT

ADULT ABUSE HOTLINE at 1-800-458-7214

If you suspect this is happening to someone you
know, please report it to Adult Protective Services
by contacting your local DHR office or calling the

#18-VA-VS-050

If You Received A Bargain Hunt  
Store Receipt That Showed More 

Than The Last 5 Digits Of Your 
Credit/Debit Card Number, Your 

Rights May Be Affected By A Class 
Action Settlement.

Para información en español, visite el sitio web. 
What is this lawsuit about? The lawsuit alleges 

that customers who used a credit or debit card at 
Bargain Hunt stores were provided with electronically-
printed customer receipts which had more than the last 
five digits of their card number printed on the receipt. 
Bargain Hunt denies any wrongdoing but is settling the 
claims in this lawsuit. 

Who is included in the Settlement? You are 
included in the Settlement if you used your personal 
credit or debit card at any Bargain Hunt store and you 
were provided with an electronically-printed customer 
receipt between August 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017 that 
shows more than the last 5 digits of your card number. 

What are my rights? Submit A Claim - You 
can get up to $100 from the Settlement. To 
be eligible for any money, you must submit a 
Claim Form by March 22, 2021 along with:  
(1) An original or copy of a receipt from any 
Bargain Hunt store between August 1, 2016 
and June 30, 2017 showing more than the last 
5 digits of your credit/debit card number; or  
(2) An original or copy of your credit/debit card 
statement showing your first and last name, and a 
purchase from any Bargain Hunt store between August 
1, 2016 and June 30, 2017. 

Visit FactaReceiptSettlement.com for more 
details on benefits available and how to submit a claim. 

Do Nothing – If you do nothing, you will remain 
in the Settlement, but you will not receive any 
money from the Settlement, and you will be bound 
by the orders and judgment of the Court and 
give up your rights to sue for the claims resolved 
by this Settlement. Object – You can stay in the 
Settlement and object to the Settlement. Your 
objection must be mailed to the Settlement 
Administrator on or before February 5, 2021. 
Exclude Yourself – If you do not want to be legally 
bound by the Settlement and you want to preserve 
your right to sue about the claims released by this  
Settlement, you must request to be excluded on or 
before February 5, 2021. If you exclude yourself, you 
will not receive any money from this Settlement. 

The parties will request a Fairness Hearing before the 
Honorable Judge Andy Prather, Division 2, on April 1, 
2021, at 10:00 a.m. to decide whether to approve the 
settlement and to award attorneys’ fees and expenses 
to the Settlement Class Counsel appointed by the 
Court, plus Settlement Class Representative incentive 
awards. If the hearing date/location changes, the 
updated information will be posted on the settlement 
website. Applicable pleadings will be posted on the 
website below after they are filed. You may attend 
this hearing, but you do not have to. If you want to be 
represented by your own lawyer, you may hire one at 
your own expense, but you do not have to. 

This is a summary notice only. For more 
information about the Settlement, including the 
Long Form Notice and Claim Form, please visit 
FactaReceiptSettlement.com or write Bargain 
Hunt Settlement, PO Box 42546, Philadelphia, PA 
19101-2546 or call 1-833-913-4213. 

FactaReceiptSettlement.com 1-833-913-4213

COMPETITIVE  
BENEFITS 
PACKAGE 

CLEAR AND  
SECURE  

CAREER PATH

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS    

VISIT  ADOCJOBS.USGET STARTED TODAY!

JOBS AVAILABLE  
  NOW.

OPPORTUNITY TO EARN UP TO $7,500  IN BONUSES!

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

Victoria’s Hope (from Front)
for close to three months but 
still had rent and utilities to 
be paid on our building, so 
unfortunately, we weren’t 
able to pay off all that we 
wanted to but felt blessed 
that we were able to at least 
cover one school. The shut-
down was rough; we use the 
money we make off of the 
thrift store to pay our rent 
and utilities for the building 
we are in.
	 “Without the store being 
open, it was hard, but we have 
managed to be able to stay 
open and continue to serve 
our community, so for that I 
am so thankful. 
	 “During the shutdown, I 
felt useless. We couldn’t open 
the doors to even our clients 
because of the risk of COVID. 
I wanted so bad to do some-
thing to help the communi-
ty during those months but 
didn’t know how. We offered 
a book box outside our store 
for children to get books 
that they could read during 
the shutdown. That seemed 
to be a big hit. We had to re-
fill it several times, but I still 
have a regret that that wasn’t 
enough.”

Reopening to bigger needs
“After the shutdown, our cli-
ent numbers dramatically 
increased,” said German. “We 
went from serving around 20 
families a month to close to 
40 average. There were peo-
ple without work who never 
had been before. There was a 
greater need for warm cloth-
ing this year because there 
were more people that could 
not afford to get their kids 
new clothing for the colder 
months than usual because of 
layoffs and sickness. We also 
had a bigger number of fami-
lies sponsored for our Christ-
mas Hope program. 
	 “But what amazed me is, 
as our client numbers began 
to rise, so did the people of-
fering to help. I saw so much 
giving this year, and I think 
it has made us all realize it 
could be us at any time being 
the ones needing the help. 
I’ve seen a lot of people strug-
gle with asking for help this 
year, because they had never 
needed it before. But most 
of us are all just one missed 
paycheck from being in that 
same situation, and that’s 
what I try and remind my cli-
ents. It’s OK to ask for help. 
I think growing up like I did, 
watching my mother strug-
gle, has made me feel more 
of a connection to these peo-
ple.”

Community support and 
partnerships are keys to 
success
German said, “The amount of 
support from the community 
never ceases to amaze me. I 
know I sound like a broken 
record, but this community 
will never understand how 
much of an impact it has 
made on my family’s life. 
We have made so many life-
long friends and people that 
we consider family through 
this. This little idea I had 
that I started out of my home 
two and a half years ago has 
turned into so much more. 
My husband now runs the 
store for me full-time with 
our 18-year-old son, and I’m 
so glad we are able to experi-
ence this together.
	 “I have even seen my 
three boys change through all 
of this. It warmed my heart 
to have my 18 year old come 
home the day before Christ-
mas Eve with a list and say, 
‘Mom, we need to help this 
family. She isn’t able to get 
Christmas for her kids this 
year.’ As a mom, that was a 
proud moment. My kids get 
to experience God’s work 
through other people, and for 
that I will always be grateful. 
And none of it could have 
been possible without this 
community’s support. We 
couldn’t do this without the 
community constantly bring-
ing in donation after dona-
tion. 
	 “Because of this commu-
nity, we have been able to 
serve roughly 400 families 
this year, whether through 
monetary donations, to 
clothing and household ne-
cessities, or helping families 
get back on their feet after 
a house fire. Our Christmas 
Hope served 92 children this 
year. 
	 “One thing I love about 

this community is how all the 
agencies work together for 
the wellbeing of the entire 
community. We currently 
are working with the Cull-
man County (Public) Library 
providing children’s books 
for their Free Little Library. 
We also are in the works with 
Wallace State to find appli-
cants for a scholarship made 
for single parents to go back 
and get their education. We 
have also worked aside Curt’s 
Closet this year, Flourish, the 
Link, DHR, Restoring Wom-
en Outreach, CCCDD, Saving 
Forgotten Warriors, local 
schools and many more. It re-
ally does take a village.”

The “Wow” factor
Said German, “It’s amazing 
the ‘wow’ stories you see ev-
ery time you are in that shop. 
I’m also a teacher, so I don’t 
get to experience it as much 
as my husband and son do, 
but I love hearing their sto-
ries when they get home. And 
when I do get the opportu-
nity to be up there, the wow 
stories are endless. I can be 
checking someone out or 
helping a client when next 
thing you know, I’m crying 
like a baby. The interactions 
of people, the people’s stories, 
you just see such an amazing 
side of people. And you just 
connect with them. And then 
a relationship is built, then a 
friendship. People that have 
just been in there as a regular 
customer becomes friends 
with other regular customers.
	 “Former clients becoming 
customers, feeling so proud 
that they are able to provide 
for their family again, then 
even turn into sponsors help-
ing others. This is the second 
Christmas in a row that a for-
mer client of mine has spon-
sored a family for Christmas. 
And they both said the same 
thing: ‘I’ve been there, I know 
what it’s like, now it’s my turn 
to pay it forward.’ It’s simply 
amazing. 
	 “And I’m so glad my 
children get to experience 
that. I’ve seen so many peo-
ple bring in a donation of a 
couch, or say they are about 
to donate a couch, and then 
someone will come in an hour 
later needing one. It’s just so 
amazing and it has definite-
ly strengthened my faith as 
(well) as my family’s. We took 
a big leap of faith when Craig 
left his sales career to run the 
shop for me. He was a heavy 
machine salesman for over 
20 years.
	 “But we couldn’t afford 
to pay anyone. So we dis-
cussed it, prayed about it, and 
said, ‘OK, either we are all in 
or we aren’t at all.’ And we 
went with going all in. And it 
was scary, and still is. Craig 
can probably always go back 
to selling heavy equipment 
again, and there’s been times 
this past year we have almost 
had to make that decision, 
but the Lord has shown out 
every time and has said, ‘I’m 
not finished yet!’ So as long 
as the Lord provides, we will 
continue to do this. I’m just 
so thankful we were able to 
keep this going even through 
a pandemic. That tells me 
right there we have some-
thing going, maybe.”

Plans for 2021
German shared, “When 
thinking of my plans for 
2021, I kind of want to laugh, 
because if 2020 has taught 
me anything, it’s that things 
can change in the blink of an 
eye. If you had asked me two 
and a half years ago (if ) my 
family would be doing what 
we are doing now, I would 
have thought you were crazy. 
Even if you had told me right 
when I began this where we 
would be now, I wouldn’t be-
lieve you. So I’ve learned we 

can have goals, but we nev-
er know how they are going 
to pan out. But I do have big 
goals for Victoria’s Hope; my 
mind is always spinning. 
	 “I would like to begin by 
focusing this coming year on 
seniors in high school. My 
son is a senior this year, and I 
never knew how much it was 
going to cost. It’s not cheap. 
And what not be a whole lot 
to you, could be a paycheck 
to someone else. And every 
child deserves it, the diploma 
plaque, the cap and gown, the 
tassel, even the senior shirt. 
They’ve worked hard and 
have faced a lot at the end 
of their high school career, 
especially those seniors this 
year. So they deserve it, and 
their parents shouldn’t have 
to worry about how they are 
going to get it for their child. 
So I would love to begin work-
ing with the local guidance 
counselors and schools to see 
if there were any seniors that 
might benefit from that extra 
help.” 
	 About the thrift store, 
German said, “The thrift 
store has been a tremendous 
help to get through 2020; we 
definitely couldn’t do all we 
do without it. There is some 
planning right now about a 
change with our thrift store, 
so stay tuned. I can’t get over 
the lines that form there 
sometimes waiting on us to 
open. I would have never 
thought it. But it’s the com-
munity wanting to support 
us, and that’s such a blessing. 
I think our ‘3/2/1’ catch helps, 
because it allows people that 
may have never owned a de-
signer bag before to be able 
to purchase one for only $3 or 
less.
	 “When I see people 
loading up on designer bags 
and name brand clothing, it 
warms my heart to see. I was 
the kid who wanted those 
things, begged my mom for 
them, knowing she couldn’t 
afford it. Now maybe these 
parents can get their child 
something nice and not have 
to pay a crazy amount for it. It 
pays our rent and power, and 
that’s all we need. There have 
been months where we have 
even made enough that we 
could give back financially in 
some way.
	 “We would love to be able 
to get to a point where that is 
something we could do every 
month, have enough allocat-
ed that we could give what’s 
left over to various nonprof-
its or other areas in our com-
munity that might need help. 
But it’s going to take a lot of 

hard work, and that’s why we 
couldn’t do it with our com-
munity and definitely our 
wonderful volunteers. 
	 “We have countless vol-
unteers that we could not do 
without. They put in count-
less hours making sure we 
have everything done that 
we need done for the week. I 
feel bad sometimes it seems 
like they are there more than 
us. <laughter> But I think it’s 
because of the same reason 
me and my family love it. 
You see the good in people 
in there; you see things hap-
pen that couldn’t be anything 
less than God’s work. And 
you become a family. I’m so 
thankful for this communi-
ty and the support they have 
given us. We also have been 
blessed with many individual 
financial donors as well, and 
it seems like it’s always been 
right when we needed it, but 
all of them have always cho-
sen to stay anonymous. We 
like to call them our ‘angels in 
disguise.’” 

Prayers for Robert
For Victoria’s Hope custom-
ers, encountering the always 
smiling, always friendly, al-
ways helpful Robert Squires 
has become a high point of 
visits to the shop. The 2020 
scourge caught him, though, 
and left him hospitalized 
with serious health challeng-
es.
	 Said German, “Robert 
came to us through Flourish 
(of Cullman) and immediate-
ly became a member of our 
family. If you have been at 
the shop, you have met Rob-
ert, and that means you love 
him. And he loves this com-
munity. And he has been in 
the hospital for over a month 
on a ventilator with compli-
cations from pneumonia. He 
is slowly improving but still 
needs lots of prayers. Victo-
ria’s Hope just isn’t the same 
without him.”

The final word
“I have a pretty good feeling 
for Victoria’s Hope and this 
community for 2021,” said 
German. “I lost my stepfa-
ther in February of this year, 
a man I thought hung the 
moon. I like to repeat to my-
self over and over the words 
he used to tell me, ‘Every-
thing’s going to be alright!’”
	 Victoria’s Hope’s thrift 
store, Victoria’s Hope Thrift 
and Treasures, is located 
at 1430 Fourth St. SW in 
Cullman. Find out more at 
www.facebook.com/victo-
riashope1952. 
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TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – The 
Alabama men’s basketball 
team opened its Southeast-
ern Conference schedule 
with a decisive 82-64 win 
over Ole Miss Tuesday night 
in Coleman Coliseum. The 
Crimson Tide (6-3, 1-0 SEC) 
led from start to finish on 
the way to its 800th SEC win, 
making Alabama and Ken-
tucky the only two SEC pro-
grams with 800 victories in 
conference play.  
	 Guard Jahvon Quiner-
ly led all scorers with a ca-
reer-best 24 points, while also 
pulling down five rebounds. 
John Petty Jr. (13) and Alex 
Reese (10) came off the bench 
and finished in double figures 
points, while Jaden Shackel-
ford led the Tide in rebounds 
with seven.  
	 The Tide led the Rebels 
(5-2, 0-1) from start-to-finish 
and improved to 6-0 this sea-
son when scoring 80 or more 
points in a contest.
	 “I thought it was a good 
win. Ole Miss was top-10 in 
the nation in defensive effi-
ciency. We made some free 
throws, we put some points 
up and I thought our guys 
played hard.
	 “We moved the ball 
around well, we had a few too 
many turnovers, they turn 
people over. I like the ener-
gy, I thought the bench was 
great,” Head Coach Nate Oats 
said after the game.
	 “JP really gave us a boost 
and Shack, even though he 
did not shoot it well, he won 

the blue-collar hard hat deal. 
He led us in plus/minus, so 
he is really getting the hang 
of guarding tough hard-nose 
players. I thought we got 
great minutes from every-
body throughout the game. 
We got outrebounded, which 
is disappointing, but our de-
fense was good enough to 
hold them. We still won the 
second chance points.”

Team Stats 
•	 Alabama converted 43.1 
percent (28-of-65) from the 
field while holding the Rebels 
to just 33.8 percent shooting 
from the floor
•	 The Crimson Tide 
knocked down 12-of-37 
threes while Ole Miss only 
had 1-of-13 find the net from 
beyond the arc 
•	 Alabama’s bench was the 
difference with 54 points 
compared to the Rebels’ 19 
•	 Quinerly’s 24 points came 
on 8-of-14 shooting in 32 
minutes of action 
 
First Half 
•	 Alabama jumped out to 
an early 12-5 lead after the 
first five minutes of action 
•	 With 7:49 remaining in 
the first half, Ole Miss closed 
the gap, trailing 23-20 
•	 The Crimson Tide used a 
quick 8-2 spurt to pull ahead 
of the Rebels 34-23 with 
5:00 minutes left to go in the 
opening stanza 
•	 Ole Miss closed the half 
by outscoring UA 11-9 over 
the last five minutes of the 
half, sending Alabama into 
the locker room with a 43-34 
lead 

•	 The Tide shot an efficient 
46.9 percent from the field 
including knocking down 
7-of-17 in three-point shots 
•	 Quinerly paced UA with 
10 points on 3-of-6 shooting 
from the field 
 
Second Half 
•	 Ole Miss started the half 
by narrowing Alabama’s lead 
to just seven at 47-40 with 
16:20 left to play  
•	 The Tide went on a 12-5 
run from 13:45 to 9:34 left in 
the game to take a command-
ing 61-48 lead 
•	 The Rebels cut it to eight, 
but Alabama went on a 14-7 
run over the next five min-
utes of the game, knocking 
down 4-of-7 from the field 
during that span 
•	 The Crimson Tide al-
lowed just four points the last 
three minutes of the game, 
giving it the 82-64 victory 
•	 Alabama knocked down 
39.4 percent of its shots in the 
second half while holding the 
Rebels to just 32.4 percent 
 
Up Next 
•	 The Crimson Tide opens 
the New Year in Knoxville 
at No. 7/6 Tennessee on Sat-
urday, Jan. 2 at 5 p.m. CT on 
ESPN2 
•	 The game will be the 
Crimson Tide’s first SEC road 
matchup of the 2020-21 sea-
son, and its first away contest 
after four-consecutive games 
in Coleman Coliseum 
The Alabama-Tennessee 
game will also be the Tide’s 
first true road game after four 
neutral site match-ups earli-
er in the season.

PREP BASKETBALL

Fairview 
rallies to top 
Brindlee 
Mtn. 64-58
FAIRVIEW, Ala. – The 
Fairview Aggies hosted the 
Lions of Brindlee Mountain 
for an afternoon contest at 
Joe Shults Gymnasium and 
after a rocky third quarter, 
the Aggies rallied and thanks 
in large part to a huge fourth 
quarter from Owen Yar-
brough, pulled away to win it 
64-58 in the final frame. 
	 The Lions built a 9-1 lead 
to start the game and put 
Fairview in an early hole, 
but the Aggies began to bat-
tle back and chip away at the 
lead.
	 A three-pointer from Yar-
brough made it an 11-5 game 
with just over two minutes 
to play in the opening period 
and a pair of Peyton Bailey 
free throws and a J.T. White 
basket pulled the Aggies to 
within two. 
	 ack Brown knocked down 
a three to give Fairview a 14-
12 lead in the final seconds of 
the first quarter, but the Li-
ons were able to lay one in at 
the buzzer to tie things up at 
14 going into the second. 
	 White netted a mid-range 
jumper to give the Aggies a 
16-14 lead at the start of the 
second quarter, but a 10-1 
run put Brindlee Mountain 
back in front 24-17 midway 
through the period. Preston 
Ryan scored at the rim to cut 
the lead to five, but a 6-0 run 
made it a 30-19 game with 
just over two minutes to play 
in the half.
	 Parker Martin scored in-
side to cut the lead to eight 
with a minute remaining in 
the second and after a Lions 
bucket on the other end, Bai-
ley scored in the final seconds 
of the half to cut the Brindlee 
Mountain lead to 32-24 at the 
break. 

	 Bailey drilled a 
three-pointer to start the 
second half and trim the 
lead to 32-27 but the Lions 
were able to pull extend their 
lead to 38-29 by the midway 
point of the third quarter. 
That’s when Fairview began 
to turn it on, starting with a 
three-pointer by Ryan and 
another basket from White 
that helped cut the lead to 42-
36 with just over a minute to 
play in the third. Yarbrough 
knocked down another three 
to make it a 3-point game and 
Ryan scored in the final sec-
onds of the period to make it 
a 1-point game going into the 
fourth at 42-41.
	 The Lions scored a pair 
of baskets early in the fourth 
but a pair of Yarbrough free 
throws and another basket 
by Ryan trimmed the lead to 
48-46. Brown then knocked 
down another three-pointer 
and Martin laid one in to tie 
the game at 51 with five min-
utes remaining.
	 That’s when Yarbrough 
began to take over, scoring the 
next eight points for Fairview 
and giving the Aggies a 59-53 
lead with just over two min-
utes to play. A three-pointer 
from the Lions cut the lead 
to five late in the game but 
Bailey converted an and-one 
play at the free throw line to 
put the game out of reach for 
Brindlee Mountain and se-
cure a 64-58, comeback win 
for Fairview. 
	 Yarbrough led the Aggies 
with 21 points in the win, 11 
of which came in the final 
frame. Ryan finished behind 
him with 12, Bailey posted 10, 
Brown scored eight, White 
added seven and Martin fin-
ished with six. 
	 Fairview will be back in 
action next Tuesday when 
it travels to take on Decatur 
Heritage.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Fairview’s Owen Yarbrough (1) led the Aggies with 21 points in their 64-58 win over Brindlee Mountain Tuesday afternoon.

Alabama opens SEC 
slate with 82-64 
win over Ole Miss
UA Athletics 
rolltide.com

UA ATHLETICS

Alabama’s Jahvon Quinerly (13) led all scorers with 24 points in the 
Crimson Tide’s 82-64 win over Ole Miss Tuesday night.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Fairview’s Jack Brown (2) posted eight points in the Aggies’ 64-58 win over Brindlee Mountain Tuesday.

UA ATHLETICS 

Alabama’s Jaden Schackelford led the Crimson Tide with seven 
rebounds in their win over Ole Miss Tuesday.



5THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
DECEMBER 31, 2020 COMMUNITY MATTERS

With the Citizens Mobile App,

On-the-go banking is at 
your fingertips. 

223 2nd Ave SE | Cullman 
256-841-6600
citizensbanktrust.com

*Third party fees for data, messaging, 
Internet may apply.

Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR CANCER 
PATIENTS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

OPINION

Letter the Editor: 
The dangers of 
benzodiazepine abuse

Prescription benzo-
diazepines can treat 
several conditions, 
including epilepsy, 

panic disorder, and general-
ized anxiety disorder. How-
ever, professionals continue 
to debate as to whether long-
term use of these drugs are 
medically acceptable.
	 As more information has 
surfaced regarding these 
drugs’ addictive potential, 
medical professionals have 
shied away from prescribing 
them. Psychiatrists have ar-
gued that benzodiazepines 
have a low potential for abuse 
when taken as prescribed, 
but studies show that over 10 
million people are not using 
them as their doctor advised.  
	 Benzodiazepines are in-
volved in over 10,000 over-
dose deaths per year, usually 
combined with other drugs, 
like opiates.
	 There is also a pro-
nounced effect associated 
with the use of benzodiaz-
epines, like Xanax, best de-
scribed as a reduction in the 
ability to make rational deci-
sions.
	 This effect manifests 
itself in various ways, and 
there have been instances of 
users doing things that are 
remarkably out of character 
for them.
	 These can range from 
harmless to potentially dead-
ly.
	 There are reports of us-
ers getting up in the middle 
of the night and doing things 
like laundry, or dishes, only 
to have entirely forgotten 
the next morning what took 
place the night before.
	 More sinister manifes-
tations include stealing for 
thrills, getting into fights, and 
spending sprees far outside 
of one’s budget.
	 People make unwise de-
cisions under the influence 
of Xanax, and sometimes the 
consequences are grave.

Poor decisions aside, there 
are several unavoidable 
consequences of Xanax 
abuse. Some of the more 
common ones are:

•	 Sedation

•	 Lightheadedness

•	 Decreased heart rate

•	 Decreased respiration

•	 Decreased blood pressure

•	 Slowed reflexes

•	 Irritability or depression

Daily use of benzodiazepines, 
even as prescribed, causes 
the body to develop a toler-
ance.
	 This tolerance eventual-
ly turns into a dependency. 
This can be life-threatening if 
withdrawals begin unexpect-
edly.
	 When someone is depen-
dent on benzodiazepines, it 
means they need it to func-
tion normally.
	 When someone becomes 
physically dependent on 

benzos, they will experience 
withdrawal symptoms like 
vomiting, sweats, convul-
sions, and seizures. These 
symptoms are potentially 
deadly.
	 For more information on 
benzodiazepine abuse, visit: 
www.narcononnewlifere-
treat.org/ blog/five-shock-
ing-facts-about-xanax.html.
	 Narconon can help you 
take steps to overcome addic-
tion in your family.
	 Call today for free screen-
ings or referrals at 1- 800-
431-1754.

Caleb Hughes
Contributor

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
  

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 
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DOCUMENT 16

DOCUMENT 20

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed on July 
20, 2017 by Barbara Bentley, a married woman and David Bentley, an 
unmarried man, to EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book 
MTG 1823, Page 955 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, 
Alabama, and default continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the following described property will be sold 
at public outcry, for cash, to the highest bidder, in front of the Courthouse 
door of said County, in Cullman, Alabama, during the legal hours of sale 
on January 25, 2021: 
 
A parcel of land lying in the NE ¼ of the NE ¼  of Section 17, Township 
10 South, Range 4 West, more fully described as follows: Beginning at the 
northwest corner of the NE ¼ of the NE ¼; thence east along quarter line 
to center of Little Rock Creek; thence along said creek in a southerly 
direction 160 feet to an iron pin; thence due west 195 feet to iron pin and 
the wet quarter-quarter line to Willie B. Stallings Road; thence north along 
quarter-quarter line and Willie B. Stallings Road 160 feet to the point of 
beginning.  “mortgagors are pledging the real estate herein described as 
security for the debt whether or not all mortgagors signed the note or 
received any funds.” 
 
The following manufactured home to be auctioned separately and together 
with the real estate: 
1991 Buccaner Challenger, Vin No. ALBUS15064. 
 
This is a purchase Money Mortgage. 

 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt 

and cost of foreclosure. 
 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in 

property the right to redeem the property under certain circumstances.  
Programs may also exist that help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure 
process.  An attorney should be consulted to help you understand these 
rights and programs as part of the foreclosure process.   
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Dewayne N. Morris    
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2131 Third Avenue North 
Birmingham, Alabama  35203 
The Cullman Tribune-December 31, 2020, January 7, 14, 2021 
 

  December 18, 2020 

Page 2 

2 20th Street North, Suite 1000 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(800) 275-7171 
FT21@mccalla.com 
File No. 994218 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 
Cullman Tribune 
12/24/2020,12/31/2020,01/07/2021 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
STATE OF Alabama 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents secured by 
that certain mortgage executed by Jonathon Heaton Jennifer R. Heaton 
Husband And Wife to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as 
nominee for Americapital Funding Corp., its successors and assigns 
dated August 11, 2008; said mortgage being recorded on August 28, 
2008, in Book 1575, Page 50 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of 
Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and 
transferred to NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing by 
assignment recorded in Deed Book 352, Page 61 in the Office of the 
Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. 
The undersigned, NewRez LLC d/b/a Shellpoint Mortgage Servicing, 
under and by virtue of the power of sale contained in said mortgage, will 
sell at public outcry to the highest bidder for cash before the main 
entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, Alabama during the 
legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on the 28th day of January, 
2021 the following property, situated in Cullman County, Alabama, to-
wit: 
LOT 6 BLOCK 2 OF SWAFFORD RESUBDIVISION OF PART OF 
LOTS 18 & 19 MUSGROVES 2ND ADDITION AS RECORDED IN 
MAP BOOK 6, PAGE 27 IN THE PROBATE RECORDS OF 
CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA. 
 
SUBJECT TO ALL RESTRICTIONS, RESERVATIONS, RIGHTS, 
EASEMENTS, RIGHT OF WAY, PROVISIONS, COVENANTS, 
TERMS, CONDITIONS AND BUILDING SET BACK LINES OF 
RECORD. 
 
Said property is commonly known as 1521 Lindsey Dr, Cullman, AL 
35055. 
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal 
description the legal description will control. 
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and payable), the right 
of redemption of any taxing authority, all outstanding liens for public 
utilities which constitute liens upon the property, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, covenants, the statutory 
right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law, and any matters of record 
including, but not limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will be sold on an "as-is" basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.  The successful bidder must present certified funds in the 
amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale. 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the 
right to redeem the property under certain circumstances. Programs may 
also exist that help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An 
attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process. 
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan with the holder of the Mortgage. 
 
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING 
as holder of said mortgage 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC 
Two North Twentieth 

City of Cullman 
Building Inspection Department 

 
 

201 SECOND AVENUE, NORTHEAST 
P. O. BOX 278 

CULLMAN, ALABAMA  35056-0278 
(256) 775-7203 

 
 

City of Cullman  
Planning Commission  

 
 

 On Monday, January 4, 2021, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the 
regular meeting of the City of Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held to 
allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items: 
 
 

1. Short form Subdivision – Veigl Ave. SW – remove lot line   
 

2. Short form Subdivision – County Road 715 & County Road 722 – create five lots 
 

3. Short form Subdivision – County Road 1162 & County Road 1169 (Wynn Haven) – 
adjust property lines 
 

4. Proposed changes to Zoning Ordinance  
 

5. Short form Subdivision – County Road 715 (Phelan Road) & Highway 31 South – create 
two lots  
 

6. Short form Subdivision – County Road 1169 (Wynn Haven) – create three lots  
 

7. Rezoning request at 210 Beech Ave. SE – M-2 to B-2 
 

For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman Building 
Department at 256-775-7203. 
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Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by Region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching over 
1 million readers each week! 
Run your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Alascan newspaper) or call 
1-800-264-7043 to find out 
how easy it is to advertise 
statewide!

BEST SATELLITE TV 
with 2 Year price Guarantee! 
$59.99/mo. with 190 Chan-
nels and 3 months free pre-
mium movie channels! Free 
next day installation! Call 
1-855-943-1314.

INSTRUCTION
COMPUTER & IT Train-
ing Program! Train online 
to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Now offering 
a $10,000 Scholarship for 
qualified applicants. Call CTI 
for details! 1-844-218-4255 
(M-F 7am-5pm).

INSURANCE
ATTENTION MEDICARE 
Recipients! Open enroll-
ment is upon us! We want 
to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan. 
Free quotes from top provid-
ers. Excellent coverage. Call 
for a no obligation quote to 
see how much you can save! 

1-877-326-0344.

SAVE BIG on home insur-
ance! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurance companies. Let us 
do the shopping & save you 
time and money. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average sav-
ings of $444/year! Call 1-877-
920-0763. (M-F 8am-8pm 
Central).

SAVE MONEY on your 
health insurance! Affordable 
rate on Health Insurance. 
Let us show you what you 
can save. Call now! 1-833-
592-0964.

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION DIABETICS! 

Save money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, cathe-
ters and more! To learn more 
call now 1-855-504-9031.

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 
Anywhere. No tanks to re-
fill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 1-844-322-
9935.

HELP WANTED-
GOVT

JOBS AVAILABLE now 
with Alabama Department of 
Corrections. Opportunity to 
earn up to $7500 in bonuses! 

Competitive benefits pack-
age. Get started today! Visit 
adocjobs.us.

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

DRIVE OUT Breast Cancer: 
Donate a car or boat today! 
Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Run-
ning or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call 
for details. 1-855-428-9330.

AUTOMOTIVE
VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems? We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 

Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South AL 
1-251-342-8538.

FOR SALE
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. Easy, One Day up-
dates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. 
Call for free in-home consul-
tation: 1-877-590-1575.

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

We d n e s -
day, Dec. 
30, 2020 

COVID-19 update from 
the Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Health’s 
COVID-19 Data and 
Surveillance Dash-
board

•	 Total confirmed 
cases in AL: 287,173 
(+3,234 since yester-
day) 
•	 Probable cases in 
AL: 69,647 (+1,782 since 
yesterday)  
•	 Total confirmed 
deaths in AL: 4,174 (+36 
since yesterday)       

•	 Probable deaths in 
AL: 600
•	 Total confirmed cas-
es in Cullman Co.: 4,942 
(+41 since yesterday) 
•	 Probable cases in 
Cullman Co.: 2,047 
(+86 since yesterday)
•	 Total confirmed 
deaths in Cullman Co.: 

59 (+0 since yesterday)
•	 Probable deaths in 
Cullman Co.: 17
•	 Total tested in Cull-
man Co.: 31,028
•	 Total tested in the 
last 14 days in Cullman 
Co.: 2,133
•	 Cases in the last 14 
days in Cullman Co.: 

1,065
•	 Total tested in Ala-
bama: 1,862,248
•	 Cases in the last 
14 days in Alabama: 
52,036 
•	 Total tested in the 
last 14 days in Alabama: 
123,829
•	 Currently hospital-

ized in Alabama: 2,813
•	 Cumulative no. of 
hospitalizations in Al-
abama: 33,452 (not up-
dated as of press time)
•	 Presumed recover-
ies in Alabama (report-
ed weekly): 202,137
•	 See more details at 
https://bit.ly/2VjCQbP.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

2021 (from Front)
Heather Mann
heather@cullmantribune.com

At midnight on Jan. 
1, 2020, I was at 
Goat Island listen-
ing to the band per-

form with my dad and think-
ing about the year ahead. 
Even in my wildest dreams, 
I don’t think I could’ve pre-
dicted how things actually 
turned out. 
	 My spring break stay at 
home turned into an early 
move-out from my residence 
at Auburn (no point in liv-
ing at school when you don’t 
have to go to class in person 
and all your friends are stuck 
at home, too). Zoom became 
my new school, club meeting 
place and gaming hangout. 
My peers and I watched as 
the country underwent a civil 
rights crisis that continued 
for months - some of us even 
participating in or organiz-
ing demonstrations of our 
own - and we did what we 
could to hold our university 
accountable for making sure 
that all students are given 
an equitable opportunity for 
education. Half of my peers 
struggled during this past 
semester due to any combi-
nation of factors - isolation 
in quarantine, health issues, 
being stuck with unsupport-
ive family, technology issues, 
professors who were unsym-
pathetic toward students 
with technology issues (a sur-
prising number of professors 
seem to think that all college 
students have enough mon-

ey to just “buy a better com-
puter” or “move somewhere 
with a better signal”), trouble 
adapting to online learning 
and so many other factors 
that made this semester a lot 
harder on most folks than 
other semesters.
	 Of course, I can’t forget 
the elephant in the room: 
while all this was happening, 
a pandemic raged across the 
world.
	 While many other coun-
tries managed to contain 
their cases and return to 
“normal” after a few months, 
my friends here had to spend 
most of the year isolated 
away from other people - and 
their own families in many 
cases - because too many 
people either were unable to 
take safe measures (no com-
pensation for time off work to 
quarantine and no measures 
in place to help them pay 
rent meant too many people 
had to choose between keep-
ing their house at the risk of 
constant exposure or quar-
antining at the risk of being 
evicted for not paying rent) 
or refusing to take safe mea-
sures altogether (we all saw 
too many pictures and videos 
of bars and Greek Life parties 
in downtown Auburn where 
unmasked people were 
packed in like sardines). Even 
with the release of the Pfizer 
vaccine, health experts will 
be studying the aftermath of 
COVID-19 and how it affects 
the body long-term for de-
cades to come.
	 Fortunately, there are 

some silver linings among 
these dark clouds. Online 
gaming hangouts make it eas-
ier to add sound effects and 
show battle maps for games. 
	 Some professors were un-
derstanding and sympathetic 
toward students and adjust-
ed their courses to lessen 
the stress of the workload. I 
found time to work on a lot of 
different recipes that I hadn’t 
tried before, I finally got 
caught the chance to catch 
up on all the shows I said I’d 
watch, and for the most part 
my friends and family are still 
in good health. Given the year 
we’re all leaving behind, my 
hopes for the upcoming year 
are setting the bar so low it’s 
on the ground.

1. Compassion and equita-
ble working conditions
The widespread use of on-
line working and learning 
has shown that there are a 
lot of assignments that can 
be completed without having 
to leave the house. For years, 
people with disabilities and 
chronic conditions as well 
as people with long com-
mutes have had issues with 
companies not being able to 
let them work from home, 
saying it was not possible for 
them to be as productive as 
necessary without them be-
ing physically present at the 
office or classroom. Here’s 
hoping that this year will 
show people that these ac-
commodations, if properly 
implemented, can be viable 
working options and that em-

ployers and instructors will 
continue allowing at-home 
work in the coming year.
	 In a similar vein, here’s 
hoping that next year will 
have employers and instruc-
tors be more understanding 
toward people when it comes 
to taking time off to recover 
from illness. Hopefully, this 
with is self-explanatory.

2. Respect for facts and 
honesty in representing 
those facts
The only phrase I’ve heard 
more than “unprecedented 
times” this year was “fake 
news,” and the widespread 
misinformation and disin-
formation about all the issues 
we’ve faced this year has only 
made that phrase that much 
more common.
	 While the best case sce-
nario for 2021 would be that 
people actually believe the 
words of experts who spend 
years studying specific topics, 
I’ll settle for journalistic hon-
esty in representing the sides 
of an issue.
	 Many people think that 
honest journalism means 
representing all sides of an 
argument or issue as equal, 
but that’s a false sense of 
equivalence. True honesty 
is representing the facts as 
they are – 1,000 experts who 
say one thing and 10 experts 
who say another do not hold 
the same weight, and claim-
ing that they are equally true 
is a gross misrepresentation. 
Here’s hoping that 2021 will 
give facts and information a 

better standing.

3. Accountability
A lot of good work was ac-
complished in 2020 in terms 
of holding people in power 
accountable for their words 
and actions, but we still have 
a long way to go. People at 
all levels need to be held ac-
countable for the promises 
they make - your city council 
should be held to its promise 
to serve the city, your em-
ployer who promises safe 
working conditions should 
be held to that promise, your 
school administrators (both 
primary schooling and higher 
education) who say they sup-
port equal opportunity to a 
safe and equitable education 
should be held to that stan-
dard.
	 Here’s hoping that people 
will take steps to get involved 
- attending council meetings, 
contacting their legislators, 
reporting unsafe business 
practices, working with their 
student governments - and 
keep people accountable for 
their words and actions in the 
coming year.

4. Safety and comfort
I know things like this can’t 
be solved overnight, but it 
never hurts to hope. I hope 
that next year, my Asian 
friends can walk around 
campus without having peo-
ple confront them about 
how they’re responsible for 
COVID and how China is 
trying to take over the coun-
try (regardless of whether or 

not the person is actually of 
Chinese descent). I hope that 
next year, my Black friends 
can walk around Toomer’s 
Corner after dark without 
people shouting racial slurs 
at them from passing cars.
	 I hope that next year, my 
Jewish and Muslim friends 
will be able to go the whole 
year without seeing their 
places of worship vandal-
ized, or hearing “kind and 
compassionate Christians” 
on campus shouting at them 
about the eternal torture 
that awaits them unless they 
convert, or worrying about 
what kind of hate crimes they 
might experience on their 
holy days.
	 Next year, I hope I can 
feel safe in going out to 
eat with my all friends and 
talking about our favorite 
new TV shows while we wait 
for our food to arrive. I hope 
I can attend SGA meetings 
again and meet my college’s 
representatives in the Stu-
dent Senate because I never 
got the chance to introduce 
myself this past semester. I 
hope my Senior Design proj-
ect goes well and I end up 
with a good recommendation 
for whichever company I end 
up designing for, and I hope 
that all my friends can help 
me celebrate my graduation 
in December. 

I hope 2021 brings com-
fort, happiness and positive 
change to everyone. God 
bless, and Happy New Year.

Heather Mann



*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.
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STK#14004 LIST $25,895

NOW $16,995*

NEW 2021 BUICK ENCORE NEW 2021 BUICK ENCORE 
Preferred FWD

STK#14033LIST $60,700

SALE PRICE $47,995*

NEW 2021 BUICK ENCLAVE NEW 2021 BUICK ENCLAVE 
Avenir FWD

STK#17358LIST $59,840

SALE PRICE $46,995*

NEW 2021 GMC SIERRA 1500 NEW 2021 GMC SIERRA 1500 
Crew Cab Short Box 4-Wheel Drive SLT

STK#08380LIST $35,965

NOW $24,995*

NEW 2020 GMC TERRAINNEW 2020 GMC TERRAIN
FWD SLT

BEST WISHES 
FOR A SAFE AND 

PROSPEROUS 
NEW YEAR! STK#17096 LIST $52,855

NOW $40,995*

NEW 2021 GMC ACADIA NEW 2021 GMC ACADIA 
FWD Denali

!!!!!!!!!!!!! 
LOADED
!!!!!!!!!!!!!

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Obituary Announcements: Dec. 31
Lehman Clarence 
Ragland, 80, of Cullman 
entered into rest 
Tuesday, Jan.  29, 2020 
at Cullman Regional 
Medical Center. Mr. 
Ragland was born Sept. 
18, 1940 on Malvern, 
Arkansas. Lehman 
loved fishing and loved 
to talk. A memorial 
service will be held at 

a later date. Lehman 
is survived by his wife 
Annette Ragland; 
sons Michael Ragland, 
Timothy Ragland, David 
Ragland, Lee Kearns 
and Johnny Gatlin; 
11 grandchildren; 
and seven great-
grandchildren. He was 
preceded in death by 
his parents Clarence 

and Opal Ragland; 
sister Shirley Hicks; 
and brother Claude 
Ragland.

Wendell Milford 
Wisener passed away 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, 
2020 at his residence. 
He was born Dec. 19, 
1933, in Alabama to 
Theodore and Lilly 

Mae Wisener. Survivors 
include his wife Carolyn 
Wisener; son Randy 
(Penny) Wisener; 
daughter Angie Emigh; 
son Barry (Yindee) 
Bates; daughter Kerri 
(Chris) Ledbetter; five 
grandchildren; and six 
great-grandchildren. 
There are no services 
planned at this time.

•Casket
•Removal  of  loved one (35  mi le  range)
•Al l  preparat ions  charges  for  v iewings
•Bas ic  Regis ter  Book and 50 Memoria l  Cards
•Unl ined Concrete  Box Outer  Buria l  Container
•Same Day Chapel  Viewing and Chapel  Service

T H I S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  D O E S  N O T  O W N  A  C R E M A T O R Y

HOLLY POND FUNERAL HOME

161 BROOKLYN ROAD, HOLLY POND, AL | 256-796-0333

OPTIONS INCLUDE:

TRADITIONAL “CARE”
BURIAL PACKAGE SPECIAL

A D D I T I O N A L  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E  |  A F F O R D A B L E  C R E M A T I O N  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E

$3,995

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D  S I N C E  1 9 9 8


