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According to www.rarediseaseday.org, “The zebra is the 
official symbol of rare diseases in the United States and is 
noted for its black and white stripes, which are central to 
its uniqueness. Everyone has his/her own stripes, those 
characteristics that make each individual distinct.”
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HEALTH

Show your stripes!
Feb. 28 is Rare Disease Day

CULLMAN, Ala. – Show 
your stripes! This Sunday, 
Feb. 28 is Rare Disease Day, 
a day dedicated to raising 
awareness of the many rare 
diseases that affect people 
we know. Imagine being di-
agnosed with a rare disease 
for which it is often difficult 
to find specialized care and 
that many people may not 
have even heard about. Rare 
Disease Day is an effort to en-
courage others to learn about 
and recognize these difficul-
ties. The zebra is the official 
symbol of rare diseases in the 
United States. 
	 Barbara Lawrence, who 
now calls Cullman Coun-
ty home, has a rare disease 
known as Hereditary Spastic 
Paraplegia (HSP) that affects 
her muscles and is a cousin to 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclero-
sis (ALS). 
	 “There are only 30,000 
people in the U.S. with HSP 
and Primary Lateral Sclerosis 
(PLS) and 20,000 with ALS. 
HSP and PLS are chronic, 
degenerative neuromuscular 
diseases like ALS. The disor-
ders are progressive and may 
lead to patients being unable 
to walk, and more,” Lawrence 
said.

	 Symptoms of HSP are 
very similar to those of Mul-
tiple Sclerosis (MS), she said. 
“A lot of people don’t know of 
this and my cousin was mis-
diagnosed with MS, but she 
had HSP. The only way I knew 
I had it was my father passed 
it on to me and my sister. This 
disease is passed on through 
family.”
	 For Lawrence, HSP is a 
disease that she was born 
with, but the disease did not 
present itself until she was 
41 years old. She explained 
the disease’s progression, “It 
starts in your head to your 
spine and then to your legs. 
Usually, the disease happens 
on one side of your body. 
Mine affects my right side 
more. What it does is from 
your hip to your leg, it feels 
like when I walk, it feels like 
I am a Frankenstein. I can 
move my legs, but I can’t bend 
them.” 
	 The cold weather can 
make things worse for Law-
rence. 
	 She continued, “The way 
I walk can feel like I could be 
drunk. My legs are not loose 
like a normal person could 
walk. When I walk, I feel like I 
am able to, but I can’t because 
my muscles are too tight to 
loosen up to bend my knees. 
It’s very stiff.” » PAGE 6
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WARM UP WITH THESE GREAT DEALS!
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– ARTS –

ALL THAT JAZZ
CHS Jazz Band hosts free concert

CULLMAN, Ala. – “With 
all that all of us have been 
through over the past few 
months- emotionally, phys-
ically, at work, at home, at 
school, schools not being in 
session, everything that ev-
erybody has dealt with and 
all the adjustments, changes 
and cancellations, masks and 
social distancing- we felt it 
was really, really important 
to play some music!” said 
Cullman High School Di-
rector of Bands Christopher 
Smith. That’s exactly what 

the Cullman High School 
Jazz Band did at a free con-
cert Tuesday night. 
	 Traditionally, the CHS 
Jazz Band entertains the 
community at its annual Big 
Band Dance, but this year, 
pulling off the popular dance 
was not possible.
	 But as they say, “The 
show must go on.” The im-
pressive ensemble of mu-
sicians, determined to play 
in front of an audience this 
year, opted for a live, socially 
distanced concert. 
	 The group opened the 
night with Glenn Miller’s “In 
the Mood” and after several 

other World War II favorites, 
it wowed the crowd with an 
hour of swing, traditional 
and modern jazz greats in-
cluding “Misty,” “Take the A 
Train” and “I Watched Her 
Walk Away.” 
	 Jazz band students faced 
multiple obstacles this year 
due to hybrid school sched-
ules that limited opportuni-
ties to rehearse. 
	 “We would normally 
rehearse four or five days a 
week,” said Smith. “During 
all this and all the things we 
have dealt with, the jazz band 
has only rehearsed two days 
a week since September. So, 

what’s happening on stage, 
these students have done 
with half the rehearsal time.” 
	 To have enough room to 
rehearse while maintaining 
safe social distancing, the 
band found itself rehearsing 
in the school’s lunchroom. 

CULLMAN HIGH 
SCHOOL JAZZ BAND 

MEMBERS ARE:

Alto saxophone
•	 Yukino Shichinohe 
•	 Allen Jiang

Baritone saxophone
•	 Elijah Put-

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

Members of the Cullman High School Jazz Band smile for the camera Tuesday night, Feb. 23, 2021.
CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

BUSINESS

SharkBite to the rescue
Reliance Worldwide goes overtime in response to rash of frozen pipes in Texas

CULLMAN, Ala. – As tem-
peratures dropped and 
stayed down for extended 
periods in Texas recently, 
damage to plumbing reached 
alarming rates across the 

state. Among those respond-
ing to the emergency situa-
tion was Cullman-based Reli-
ance Worldwide Corporation 
(RWC), with its innovative 
“SharkBite” repair system 
that allows rapid installation 
of pipes and fittings without 
special tools, complex meth-

ods or training.
	 Crews at RWC began 
working overtime shortly 
after the crisis began in Tex-
as, to produce components 
and ship them to the win-
ter-stricken state.

RWC released this state-

ment on Wednesday:

SharkBite Offers Pipe Re-
pair Resources for Sudden 
Freezing Temperatures 
As freezing temperatures 
swept through Texas this past 
month, many residents dis-
covered that their plumbing 

systems were not prepared for 
the harsh weather. Thousands 
of homes soon had frozen and 
bursting pipes, resulting in 
water damage and a lack of 
access to running water.   

Keeping Essential Systems 
Running 

Plumbing systems are es-
sential to people’s health 
and wellbeing, and the con-
sequences for these systems 
failing can cause emotional 
and physical turmoil. Because 
of this, Reliance Worldwide 
Corporation (RWC) has been 
working overtime 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 6

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com
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EDUCATION

Spicer, Erklenz named 2021 REHAU safety poster winners

AGRICULTURE

Alabama hemp industry 
still growing strong 

CULLMAN, Ala. – REHAU 
Cullman once again part-
nered with Cullman County 
Schools to increase aware-
ness of health and safety in 
the workplace. Every year, 
REHAU organizes a poster 
contest that not only rec-
ognizes students, but also 
serves as a way to promote 
safety in the workplace.
	 “The different posters 
help show company employ-
ees how to prevent accidents, 
illness and injuries while re-
ducing environmental toxins 
and spillage,” said Grace Ard, 
human resources coordi-
nator for REHAU Cullman. 
“Thank you to all the stu-
dents for their hard work.” 
	 The winners this year 
are Good Hope Elementary 
School third grader Alexan-
dria Spicer, who won first 
place and Hanceville Ele-
mentary School third grad-
er Zayne Erklenz, who won 
second place.  Each winner 
received an individual cash 
prize along with funds to 
support their teacher’s class-
room, plus a pizza party. 
	 Cullman County Schools 
would like to thank Mike 
Mullaney, Grace Ard and the 
REHAU team for partnering 
on this project.

AUBURN UNIVERSITY, 
Ala. – Hemp production is 
still at the forefront of many 
Alabama producers’ minds as 
early reports indicate an in-
crease in the number of regis-
tered growers in 2021.
	 The Alabama Department 
of Agriculture and Industries 
(ADAI) is still in the process 
of approving applications 
for the 2021 growing season. 
Alabama Extension Ento-
mologist and leader of the 
hemp action team, Katelyn 
Kesheimer, said a decrease in 
total acreage despite the in-
crease in grower numbers is 
likely.
	 “After a couple of years 
of experience under our 
belt here in Alabama we are 
learning just how much time 
and labor it takes to produce 
a quality hemp crop,” she 
said. “Many growers with 
large-scale operations have 
decided to grow less in favor 
of higher quality pants.”

Extension involvement
Alabama Extension has an 
extension and research per-
mit through ADAI. Agents 
and specialists are able to vis-
it fields, make recommenda-
tions and transport samples 
back to the laboratory if nec-
essary. The Plant Diagnostic 
Laboratory on the Auburn 
University (AU) campus can 
diagnose disease issues and 
run leaf tissue analysis.
	 The research license al-
lows cultivation on a research 
farm, as well as in a green-
house. Kesheimer said she 
looks forward to investigat-
ing issues growers have faced 
indoors and outdoors during 
the last couple of years.

Growing regulations
Kesheimer said each state is 
still individually regulating 
pesticide use for the 2021 
season.
	 “Here in Alabama, we 
have a list of approved pesti-
cides (insecticides, miticides, 
herbicides and fungicides) 
that can be legally applied to 
hemp,” she said. “While these 
products are legal, we lack ef-
ficacy data on many of them. 

Growers should still utilize 
other integrated pest man-
agement strategies and avoid 
relying solely on chemical 
control.”
	 The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) issued a 
Final Rule on Jan. 15, 2021. 
The document contains 
details surrounding tetra-
hydrocannabinol (THC) 
concentrations and testing 
procedures and disposal of 
‘hot’ hemp, as well as harvest 
procedures. Plans are for the 
final rule to take effect March 
22. However, the transition 
to a new administration 
could delay things.
	 The final rule did not in-
crease THC limits beyond 
0.3%; however, growers will 
have a longer harvest win-
dow. The rule also proposes 
an increase to the negligent 
threshold level, so growers 
avoid criminal sanctions if 
the crop has high THC levels.

Alabama hemp
“The main thing we have 
learned is that we still have 
so much to learn,” Kesheimer 
said. “Hemp has not been 
grown legally in the U.S. prior 
to the most recent Farm Bills, 
so we are lacking a thorough 
history of research on this 
crop.”
	 Researchers are working 
hard to begin research pro-
grams that will allow them to 
develop local recommenda-
tions for producers.
	 “Hemp grows different-
ly in Alabama than it does 
in other parts of the U.S., so 
we need to really focus our 
efforts on studies that can 
help growers in this region,” 
she said. “Alabama has a long 
growing season with high 
temperatures, humidity, and 
moisture. Lots of insects and 
diseases also find their way to 
hemp, especially outdoors.”
	 Kesheimer said it is im-
portant to understand that 
hemp and marijuana are 
extremely different. While 
both are Cannabis sativa, the 
plants contain major differ-
ence in plant chemical com-
position and have varied end 
usage.
	 “Hemp only contains a 
delta-9 THC concentration 
of 0.3% or less,” she said. 

“Marijuana has much higher 
THC levels and is the chem-
ical that produces psychoac-
tive effects when consumed. 
While the majority of hemp 
in Alabama is grown for can-
nabinoids (CBD), it can also 
be grown for grain and fiber.”

Hemp uses
The essential oils from CBD 
hemp get a lot of the atten-
tion. However, Kesheimer 
said people can regularly use 
the grain and fiber products.
	 “Hemp seeds are techni-
cally a nut and are known for 
their nutritional value,” she 
said. “They have a mild nutty 
flavor and are often referred 
to as hemp hearts. Hemp 
hearts are the soft inner part 
of the seed after the outer 
shell has been removed.”
	 Seeds can be pressed to 
make oil. People can separate 
the stalk of fiber hemp into an 
outer layer and soft, woody 
inner layer. Kesheimer said 
each layer has unique prop-
erties that can be made into 
building material, clothing, 
rope, paper or carpet materi-
als.
	 Alabama has hemp fiber 
processing materials, giving 
growers the option to grow 
different types of hemp with 
different post-harvest possi-
bilities.

Hemp webinar
Tune in to the team’s 
bi-monthly webinar on the 
first and third Wednesdays of 
the month. Covering a wide 
variety of topics pertaining 
to Alabama’s growing hemp 
industry, the HEMP (hemp 
education and management 
program) webinar series will 
have something for experi-
enced and novice growers.
	 Visit www.aces.edu/blog/
topics/crop-production/
hemp-webinar-series for 
more information. 

More information
The team has a variety of re-
sources available for growers 
and interested individuals on 
the Alabama Extension web-
site. Extension personnel are 
also available to answer ques-
tions and assist in the field. 
Contact your local Extension 
office for more information.

Cullman Tribune Staff 
Contributor

Katie Nichols
Contributor

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Left to right are teacher Janet Sweatmon, third grader Alexandria 
Spicer and REHAU Human Resources Coordinator Grace Ard.

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

Left to right are REHAU Human Resources Coordinator Grace Ard, 
third grader Zayne Erklenz and teacher Jocelyn Logan.

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net 
 

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
  

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com
Berlin Residents
The Town of Berlin will 
be handing out Midland 
WR-120 Weather Radi-
os Saturday, Feb. 27 and 
Saturday, March 6 from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
Berlin Community Cen-
ter. Citizens are asked 
to bring their current 
electric bills that show 
they are paying fire dues 
to the Berlin Volunteer 
Fire Department, along 
with a photo ID.

Cullman Electric Co-
operative Scholarship 
Opportunity
Do you know a high 
school senior attending 
a college, university or 
technical school in the 
fall? The scholarship 
deadline is one week 
away! Applications are 
due Friday, Feb. 26, at 4 
p.m. Scholarship appli-
cations can be found on 
our website at https://
bit.ly/3arxOSk.

Baileyton Bargain 
Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station 
next to the town’s park
• Beauty and health 
products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food 
and many everyday 
items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items 
of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation. 
There will be some re-
strictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Cullman County Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District Scholarship 
Opportunity
The Cullman County 
Soil & Water Conser-
vation District is now 
accepting applications 
for a $500 scholarship 
sponsored by the Al-
abama Conservation 
District Employees As-
sociation. Applicant 
must be a U. S. citizen, 
high school senior and 
living in the state of Ala-
bama. Applications may 
be picked up at the Dis-
trict office located 501-B 
Fourth St. SW, Cullman, 
AL 35055.  Deadline to 
receive completed ap-
plications in the District 
office is March 12, 2021. 
For more information, 
contact Kathy Holmes 
at 256-734-1431 or 
kholmes@cullmanswcd.
com.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome) 
Monday and Thursday 
nights from 7-8 p.m. 
at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace 
Episcopal Church, 305 
Arnold St. NE Cullman. 
Contact phone num-
bers: 256-347-1097, 256-
841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services- Spir-
it Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to 
receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Classes- Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m. Children and 
youth classes. Adult 
class, “The Phases of 
Armageddon” by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Small group 
classes for adults, chil-

dren and youth at 10 
a.m. Praise and worship 
and message at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- 
Our 5 Points Ministry 
provide free hot meals 
for children and elderly 
3:30-5 p.m. at the Cull-
man Housing Authori-
ty Community Center 
1545 Vine Circle SW 
Please call Aimee at 256-
841-2060 to register or 
for more information. 
Eat in or take out. Kids’ 
activities are available. 
Kids do not have to come 
to the center to get a free 
meal. Adults can list the 
names of the children 
and do takeout meals. 
Sponsored by Kids Lov-
ing Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life 
Church.
• Feb. 25-26 at 7 p.m. Re-
vivial

Free Community Din-
ner at Center Hill Bap-
tist Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 
Wednesday of every 
month we will be offer-
ing a Free Community 
Dinner. Church mem-
bers, community mem-
bers, neighbors and 
friends are welcome. 
This will be takeout 
only. Please message 
or comment with how 
many plates you will 
need to help us prepare 
enough food for every-
one. RSVP at http://bit.
ly/centerhill. 
• 13108 County Road 747, 
Hanceville, AL 35077

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere 
ID. Entrega en su vehí-
culo. Por favor use mas-
carilla.

Hanceville City Coun-
cil Meeting
Thursday, Feb. 25 at 5:30 
p.m. at Hanceville City 
Hall

Cullman Tree Com-
mission Meeting
Friday, Feb. 26 at 9:30 
a.m. at Cullman City 
Hall

Tree-City USA Dedi-
cation Ceremony
Friday, Feb. 26 at 10 a.m. 
at Cullman City Hall

Severe Weather Pre-
paredness Sales Tax 
Holiday 
• From 12:01 a.m. Fri-
day, Feb. 26 to midnight 
Sunday, Feb. 28, Ala-
bama will observe the 
annual Severe Weather 
Preparedness Sales Tax 
Holiday. Certain emer-
gency preparedness 
items will be exempt 
from the state’s 4% state 
sales tax, and the cities 
of Cullman, Good Hope 
and Hanceville and Cull-
man County are all par-
ticipating, along with 
the towns of Addison, 
Dodge City, Eva, Fair-
view, Garden City and 
Arley, waiving local tax 
on certain items.

Tax-exempt items in-
clude the following 
priced at $60 or less:
•	 Flashlights, lanterns
•	 Battery-powered or 
hand-crank radio
•	 Batteries
•	 First-aid kits
•	 Cell phone charger
•	 Two-way radios
•	 Manual can openers
•	 Tarps and plastic 
sheeting
•	 Duct tape
•	 Fire extinguishers
•	 Tie-down kits, bun-
gee cords or rope

Other tax-free items in-
clude coolers, ice packs, 
plywood, window film 
and smoke/fire/carbon 
monoxide detectors. 
Portable generators and 
power cords costing 
$1,000 or less are also 
tax-free. To see a full list 
of tax-free items, go to 

https://bit.ly/3qFabeI.

Fairview Lions Club 
Pancake Breakfast 
• Saturday, Feb. 27 from 
7-10 a.m. at Fairview 
Town Hall
• Plates are $6 and con-
sist of pancakes, sausage 
and bacon. Eat in or car-
ry out. 
• All proceeds will go to 
the Fairview Lions Club 
project fund.

Colony Black History 
Museum
• Saturday, Feb. 27 from 
3-5 p.m.
• Colony Education-
al Complex, 151 Byars 
Road in Colony

Chili Cook-Off
• Sunday, Feb. 28 direct-
ly after 11 a.m. service 
at Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Free entry- win prizes- 
$7 per meal- Children 5 
and younger free

Cullman City Planning 
Commission Meeting
Monday, March 1 at 5:30 
p.m. at Cullman City 
Hall

Holly Pond Town 
Council Meeting
Monday, March 1 at 6 
p.m. at the Guy Hunt 
Museum

Fairview Town Coun-
cil Meeting
Monday, March 1 at 6 
p.m. at Fairview Town 
Hall

Baileyton Town Coun-
cil Meeting
Monday, March 1 at 6 
p.m. at Baileyton Town 
Hall

Living Landscapes 
“Backyard Chickens”
Tuesday, March 2 from 
6-8 p.m. Join Rachel 
Dawsey, backyard chick-
en veteran and Alabama 
Co-op Extension Agent 
Landon Marks as they 
cover everything you 
need to know about hav-
ing your own flock. This 
class will cover nutri-
tion, housing, breed se-
lection and more. Class 
cost $5. Program will 
be held under the pavil-
ion (outdoors) so please 
dress appropriately. The 
Agriplex will be follow-
ing all state mandated 
guidelines.  Register at 
Agriplex.org.

Farm Kids “Goats”
Saturday, March 6 from 
9-10:30 a.m. Come & 
meet our playful goat 
friends! We will learn 
all about goats and their 
many uses on the farm. 
$5 per child, $10 family 
max. This event will be 
held outside under the 
pavilion so please dress 
appropriately, the Agri-
plex will be following all 
state mandated guide-
lines. Register at Agri-
plex.org.

Heritage Skills “Natu-
ral Beauty Care”
Thursday, March 11 from 
6-8 p.m. Join us & local 
herbalist DeAnn Duke, 
along with daughter 
Mary Beth as they cover 
natural beauty care. In 
this Heritage Skills class, 
we will cover toxic ingre-
dients to avoid and learn 
how to replace them by 
making our own simple 
alternatives. Not only 
we will learn about low-
ering our toxic intake, 
but how to beautifully 
benefit our skin & hair 
naturally. This class will 
be held under the pavil-
ion (outdoors), so please 
dress appropriately. The 
Agriplex will be follow-
ing all state mandated 
guidelines.  Register at 
Agriplex.org. 

Little Farmers “Birds 
of a Feather”
Friday, March 12, from 
10-11 a.m. Explore the 
world of birds with 
hands-on crafts, snacks 

and feathers, of course! 
Ages 3-5, $5 per child/ 
$10 family max. Pro-
gram will be held out-
doors under the pavilion 
so please make sure your 
little farmer is dressed 
appropriately! The 
Agriplex will be follow-
ing all state mandated 
COVID-19 guidelines.  
Register now at Agri-
plex.org.

St. Paul’s Spring Flea 
Market 
• St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School will host a Spring 
Flea Market fundrais-
er Saturday, March 20 
from 8 a.m.-noon. Ven-
dors will be located in-
side the  gym and in the 
front parking lot of the 
school. Spaces are lim-
ited. Interested vendors 
should contact Emily 
Trahan at emilytrahan@
stpaulscullman.com. 
Find out more at www.
stpaulscullman.com.
• St. Paul’s is located at 
510 3rd Ave. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055.

le petit Fashion Show
• Saturday, March 29 
at 2 p.m. in the gar-
den at Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE, Cullman
• A BD Ballet Academy 
scholarship & perfor-
mance fund evet
• Tickets are $10. For 
reservations, call 256-
338-6401 or email 
brooke.desnoes@gmail.
com. 

Annual Spring Clean-
up for City of Cullman 
Sanitation Customers
• March 29 – April 2, 
2021
• Place your old unwant-
ed appliances, furniture, 
mattresses, and other 
large items curbside 
on MONDAY, MARCH 
29, 2021. Crews will be 
picking up these items 
throughout that week 
(separately from your 
regular garbage and re-
cycling). This is a service 
provided to our cus-
tomers at NO EXTRA 
CHARGE!
• There are some things 
we can’t pick up, though. 
We CANNOT pick up 
rocks, dirt, bricks, con-
crete, construction ma-
terials, hazardous ma-
terials or tires. And due 
to the large volume of 
items to be picked up, 
we will not be picking 
up brush, tree limbs and 
other yard waste during 
the week of March 
29-April 2, 2021.
• If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the 
City of Cullman Sanita-
tion Department at 256-
737-7560 or cityhall@
cullmanal.gov.

The American Hero 
Music Festival 
• Saturday, April 24 at 
Camp Liberty, 15719 Al-
abama Highway 157 in 
the Battleground com-
munity west of West 
Point- Gates open at 9 
a.m., with the show go-
ing from 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
• The event will feature 
headliner Black Oak Ar-
kansas along with Black-
bird Anthem, Billy Don 
Burrs, Rowdy Johnson, 
Michelle Leigh, Mercy 
Shine, Dawn Rix, Dee 
Rock and Kris Rowdy, 
as well as speakers Bil-
ly Howell, Jr. (veteran 
of the Special Forces 
unit that was the sub-
ject of the 2018 film “12 
Strong”), Navy Rear Ad-
miral Kent David and 
Dan Robinson.
• Activities consist of 
an Airsoft shoot house, 
zip lines, food, vendors 
and giveaways, with 
the grand price being a 
Smith & Wesson M&P 
AR15 style rifle.
• Lodging available 
through Camp Liberty 
(cabins, camping/RV, 
and bunk rooms)
• Get tickets at http://
bit.ly/2NLka3a. 

TThhee  CCuullllmmaann  TTrriibbuunnee  
Cullman	County's	Oldest	Business,	Serving	the	area	since	1874	

Publication	Number				USPS-139-700	
Telephone:	256-739-1351				Fax:	1-256-739-4422	

Humble	Roots,	LLC	
Published Tuesday - Saturday at 219 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, 

Alabama 35055 Entered as periodical material at the Cullman Post
Office Periodical postage paid at Cullman, Alabama 35055 

POSTMASTER:	SEND	ADDRESS	CHANGE	TO:	
The	Cullman	Tribune	
219	Second	Avenue	SE	

Cullman,	Alabama	35055	
Email	Address:	robin@cullmantribune.com	

ANNUALLY	BASED	RATES	

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$100.00	
Outside	Cullman…………………………………..$150.00	

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WWeennddyy  SSaacckk  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr    --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy  SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  
BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  

HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    

RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr    
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

CRIME

Arrests and 
incidents 
reported Feb. 24
CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Feb. 24, 2021. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Feb. 22
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Father & Son Car-
pet Cleaning; cash

Feb. 23
•	 duty upon striking fix-
tures on highway; Alabama 

Farm Credit; Eva Road NE; 
damaged mailbox; $154

ARRESTS
Feb. 23
Whatley, Charles J., 60
•	 third-degree domestic vi-
olence- harassment

Champion, Jennifer L., 37
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property, third-degree crim-
inal trespassing

Monroe, Ashley C., 35
•	 FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal trespassing
•	 FTA- public intoxication
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor
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Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

We d n e s d a y , 
Feb. 24, 2021 
C O V I D - 1 9 
u p d a t e 

from the Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Health’s 
COVID-19 Dashboard Hub 
(https://bit.ly/3iVJwXK) 

Case details
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in AL: 383,882 (+976 since 
yesterday) 
•	 Probable cases in AL: 
106,338 (+271 since yester-
day)   
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in AL: 7,643 (+68 since yes-
terday)           
•	 Probable deaths in AL: 
2,101
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co.: 6,029 (+12 
since yesterday) 
•	 Probable cases in Cull-
man Co.: 2,835 (-4 since 
yesterday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Cullman Co.: 114 (+1 
since yesterday)
•	 Probable deaths in Cull-

man Co.: 63
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co.: 36,749
•	 Total tested in the last 
14 days in Cullman Co.: 
2,734
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Cullman Co.: 116
•	 Total tested in Alabama: 
2,269,033
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Alabama: 14,772
•	 Total tested in the last 
14 days in Alabama: 161,345
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 773
•	 Cumulative no. of hos-
pitalizations in Alabama 
(reported M-F): 45,250
•	 Presumed recoveries in 
Alabama (reported week-
ly): 275,245

Vaccine details (updated 
Monday-Friday)
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 1,087,285
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 963,875
•	 Doses administered: 
815,013

•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
573,478
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine se-
ries: 240,341
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral Long-Term Care Pro-
gram: 123,410
•	 Doses administered 
by the federal Long-Term 
Care Program: 71,695

Alabamians in Phases 1a 
and 1b, as well as people 
older than 65, are eligible 
to receive a vaccine.  

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
covid19vaccine/assets/
a d p h - c ov i d 1 9-v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

Daily update from ADPH
FDA says Johnson & 
Johnson COVID-19 vac-
cine meets requirements 
for EUA

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration released an anal-
ysis today that says it has 
reviewed data for the John-
son & Johnson COVID-19 
vaccine and has deter-
mined that it is consistent 
with the recommenda-
tions set forth in the FDA’s 
Emergency Use Authoriza-
tion guidance for vaccines 
to prevent COVID-19. The 
FDA has scheduled an ad-
visory committee meeting 
for Feb. 26 to consider the 
documents and make a rec-
ommendation on whether 
the vaccine should be au-
thorized. We anticipate the 
Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine being approved soon 
after the meeting, joining 
the Moderna and Pfizer 
vaccine options. ADPH 
encourages the public not 
to vaccine shop, as all ap-
proved COVID-19 vaccines 
are excellent options.     

Federal Retail Pharmacy 
Program expands to offer 

new Alabama COVID-19 
vaccine locations
The Federal Retail Phar-
macy Program has expand-
ed to begin administering 
the COVID-19 vaccine 
at nine select CVS loca-
tions throughout the state 
Thursday, Feb. 25. The 
vaccine will be available at 
CVS locations in Bayou La 
Batre, Camden, Evergreen, 
Greensboro, Jackson, La-
nett, Moulton, Tuskegee 
and Union Springs. Avail-
able appointments can be 
scheduled at www.cvs.com/
immunizations/covid-19-
vaccine. Walmart and Sam’s 
Club are also expanding lo-
cations in Alabama to offer 
COVID-19 vaccine sites at 
additional stores through-
out the state. Eligible cus-
tomers can schedule vac-
cine appointments at www.
walmart.com/COVIDvac-
cineand www.samsclub.
com/covidas new appoint-
ments are available. Dis-
cussions continue to bring 

additional partners on 
board, and information will 
be announced as new sites 
are added.        

How to safely put on and 
take off face masks
You have heard these spe-
cific recommendations 
about handling masks be-
fore, but they bear repeat-
ing. Wash your hands be-
fore putting on your mask. 
Then, try not to touch it. 
If you must adjust your 
mask, wash your hands or 
use hand sanitizer before 
and after to prevent the 
transfer of germs between 
your hands and the mask. 
When removing your mask, 
take it off without touching 
the fabric itself. Untie the 
strings or slip off the ear 
loops. Fold the mask, dis-
card the mask if it is dispos-
able, or place a cloth mask 
in the laundry. Do not wear 
a dirty mask, and make sure 
masks are completely dry 
before putting them on.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by Region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching over 
1 million readers each week! 
Run your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Alascan newspaper) or call 
1-800-264-7043 to find out 
how easy it is to advertise 
statewide!

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR TAX-
ES? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
833-404-0840 (Hours: Mon-
Fri 7am-5pm PST).

INSTRUCTION
COMPUTER & IT Train-
ing Program! Train online 
to get the skills to become a 
Computer & Help Desk Pro-
fessional now! Now offering 

a $10,000 Scholarship for 
qualified applicants. Call CTI 
for details! 1-844-218-4255 
(M-F 7am-5pm).

INSURANCE
ATTENTION MEDICARE 
Recipients! Open enroll-
ment is upon us! We want 
to save you money on your 
medicare supplement plan. 
Free quotes from top provid-
ers. Excellent coverage. Call 
for a no obligation quote to 
see how much you can save! 
1-877-326-0344.

SAVE BIG on home insur-
ance! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurance companies. Let us 
do the shopping & save you 
time and money. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average sav-
ings of $444/year! Call 1-877-
920-0763. (M-F 8am-8pm 
Central).

SAVE MONEY on your 
health insurance! Affordable 

rate on Health Insurance. 
Let us show you what you 
can save. Call now! 1-833-
592-0964.

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, cathe-
ters and more! To learn more 
call now 1-855-504-9031.

OXYGEN - ANYTIME. 

Anywhere. No tanks to re-
fill. No deliveries. The All-
New Inogen One G4 is only 
2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 1-844-322-
9935.

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

DRIVE OUT Breast Cancer: 
Donate a car or boat today! 
Receive maximum value of 
write off for your taxes. Run-
ning or not! All conditions 
accepted. Free pickup. Call 

for details. 1-855-428-9330.

WANTED TO BUY
FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Pro-
fessionals. Call (312) 291-
9169 or visit Refrigerant-
Finders.com

PETS
FROZEN RAW BEEF In 
Bulk For Your Pets. $1.50/
Pound. Call Mike, 334-414-

7297.

FOR SALE
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. Easy, One Day up-
dates! We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. 
Call for free in-home consul-
tation: 1-877-590-1575.
NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

ALABAMA DEPT OF CORRECTIONS    

CLEAR AND  
SECURE  

CAREER PATH

COMPETITIVE  
BENEFITS 
PACKAGE 

JOBS AVAILABLE NOW.
OPPORTUNITY TO EARN UP TO $7,500  IN BONUSES!

VISIT  ADOCJOBS.USAPPLY TODAY, TALK TO A RECRUITER WITHIN 
2 BUSINESS DAYS

PROVIDING TODAY. PROTECTING TOMORROW.

L E A R N  M O R E  about high-demand skilled 
trades and construction positions. Begin your 
construction career with Go Build Alabama.

ALABAMA CONSTRUCTION JOBS

A P P LY T O DAY      

 CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
 CONSTRUCTION TRAINING
 SKILLED APPRENTICESHIPS

GoBuildAl.com

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Deborah “Debbie” 
Anita Doss, 71, of Sardis
Deborah “Debbie” Anita 
Doss, 71, of the Sardis 
community entered into 
rest Tuesday, Feb. 23, 
2021 at Cullman Regional 
Medical Center. Debbie 
was born Jan. 31, 1950 in 
Cullman, Alabama. She 
was a graduate of the Class 
of 1967 at Addison High 
School and went on to 
Wallace State Community 
College, where she received 
her associate degree in 
nursing. She began her 
career as a registered nurse 
in nursing homes before 
going to work at Cullman 

Regional Medical Center, 
where she worked for 30 
years. Debbie was director 
of surgery for many years 
before becoming director 
of Cullman Regional 
Hospice. She received 
many awards during her 
career, including an award 
for “Most Compassionate.” 
She was lovingly known by 
many co-workers as “Boss 
Doss,” many of whom said 
she was the best boss they 
had ever had. Debbie had 
a servant’s heart, always 
supporting families in their 
time of loss, whether it was 
playing piano for funeral 
services or organizing food 

for the families. Debbie 
was very active in Vacation 
Bible School, including 
serving as Director of 
Vacation Bible School 
for the Winston Baptist 
Association for over six 
years. Debbie was a loving, 
compassionate person, 
who loved her family 
and friends dearly. The 
family will receive friends 
Saturday, March 6, 2020 
from noon-2 p.m. at Sardis 
No. 2 Baptist Church in the 
Sardis community, where a 
Celebration of Life will be 
at 2 p.m. Brother Delbert 
Freeman and Brother 
William McClellan will 

officiate. Debbie is survived 
by her husband Preston Lee 
Doss; mother Lila O’Neal 
Allgood; sons Phillip 
Smithson and his wife 
Tracy, Joey Smithson and 
his wife Rachael, Lee Doss 
and his wife Julie, Shawn 
Doss and his wife Patty, 
and Scott Doss and his wife 
Jamie; grandchildren Coby 
Smithson, Laura (Jon) 
Howard, Leighann (Isaac) 
Gandy, Jacob Smithson, 
Lelton Smithson, Eli 
Doss, and Will Smithson; 
and great-grandchildren 
Coda Smithson and Slade 
Howard. She was preceded 
in death by her father 

Lelton Dwight Allgood, 
sister Beverly Denise 
Kullman, and grandson 
Chaz Smithson. In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests 

donations be made to 
Sardis No. 2 Baptist Church, 
Vacation Bible School Fund, 
3789 Sardis Airport Road, 
Addison, Alabama 35540.

•Casket
•Removal  of  loved one (35  mi le  range)
•Al l  preparat ions  charges  for  v iewings
•Bas ic  Regis ter  Book and 50 Memoria l  Cards
•Unl ined Concrete  Box Outer  Buria l  Container
•Same Day Chapel  Viewing and Chapel  Service

T H I S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  D O E S  N O T  O W N  A  C R E M A T O R Y

HOLLY POND FUNERAL HOME

161 BROOKLYN ROAD, HOLLY POND, AL | 256-796-0333

OPTIONS INCLUDE:

TRADITIONAL “CARE”
BURIAL PACKAGE SPECIAL

A D D I T I O N A L  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E  |  A F F O R D A B L E  C R E M A T I O N  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E

$3,995

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D  S I N C E  1 9 9 8

Obituary Announcements: Feb. 25
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1 OUT OF 10
ELDERLY PERSONS AND ADULTS
WITH DISABILITIES ARE BEING:
Abused, Neglected or Exploited

HELP STOP THE ABUSE

Thereʼs no excuse for
ELDER ABUSE

“This project was supported by Subgrant #16-VA-VS-076 awarded by the Law Enforcement / Traffic Safety Division of
ADECA and the U.S. Department of Justice.” The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed
in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Department of Justice or grant-making component.”

IF YOU SEE IT, REPORT IT

ADULT ABUSE HOTLINE at 1-800-458-7214

If you suspect this is happening to someone you
know, please report it to Adult Protective Services
by contacting your local DHR office or calling the

#18-VA-VS-050

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

We’re  Alabama’s  #1  Vehicle  Tit le 
Problem E xper ts !

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailors by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

w w w. Ja s on Ste ward  E nter pr i s e s . c om

WORKERS and EMPLOYERS:
Need help with 

Unemployment Claims 
related to COVID-19? 

Contact the Alabama 
Department of Labor to

fi le claims and get more 
information. 

LABOR.ALABAMA.GOV
Funding provided by the USDOL, ETA, Federal WIOA. An Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. 

Auxiliary aids and services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
Clean driving record, clean criminal record,

able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment
drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 years of 

age or older, good positive work ethics.

NO PHONE CALLS

Stop in office to fill out application
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 
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Agriculture 
Blue Jacket
Eagle 
Corn
Rising Sun 
Plow
Future Farmers
American
Farm
Wildlife
Owl

Corduroy 
Louisville
Corn Gold 
National Blue 
Creed 
Motto 
Leadership 
Community
Cotton
Livestock
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EDUCATION/ARTS

Arts Infusion: CHS receives $20K 
Alabama Arts Initiative grant
CULLMAN, Ala. – The 
Cullman High School the-
ater department found a 
way through the pandemic 
with socially distanced per-
formances and rehearsals, 
but director Wayne Cook is 
looking to a more traditional 
— and even more ambitious 
— plan as things hopeful-
ly return to normal for the 
2021-2022 school year.
	 One thing that should 
help tremendously? A 
$20,000 Alabama Arts Ini-
tiative grant that will be used 
to fund some additional arts 
education at Cullman High.
	 The grant will allow the 
school to purchase some 
new equipment that will 
benefit programs like the-
ater and choir, as well as 
provide seed money for an 
ambitious new theater pro-
duction being designed to 
reach and include younger 
students from within the 
school system.
	 The grant is also helping 
kick start a year of Arts In-
fusion for all Cullman City 
Schools, which will feature 
a varied line-up of artists 
sharing their talents with 
students across the system.
	 “Essentially, it’s a plan 
to infuse our students with 
a true love of the arts,” Cull-
man High School Principal 
Kim Hall said.
	 “We’re extremely excited 
about it.”
	 Cook went on to explain 
the additional funding will 
provide opportunities to ex-
pose more Cullman students 
to the arts, across several age 
groups.
	 They plan to have a group 
working collaboratively to 
flesh out that effort in the 
coming months.
	 The new theater produc-
tion looks to be the most am-
bitious project to be funded 
by the grant, and Cook said 
he’s excited to see how they 

can reach younger students 
and share that love of the 
arts with the next genera-
tion of students.
	 “This will be such a great 

way to reach down and use 
our middle schoolers and 
elementary students and 
introduce them to what it’s 
like to be in, and just see, a 

great show,” Cook said.
	 “We are looking forward 
to a better year next year. 
This grant will help us make 
it extra special in the arts.”

Cullman Tribune Staff 
Contributor

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE - APRIL 2018

“You got to purse your lips like this” – Sebastian (Justin Weygand) 
coaches Ariel (Marie Bean) on how to win over Prince Eric
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City of Cullman 
Building Inspection Department 

 
 

201 SECOND AVENUE, NORTHEAST 
P. O. BOX 278 

CULLMAN, ALABAMA  35056-0278 
(256) 775-7203 

 
 

City of Cullman  
Planning Commission  

 
 

 On Monday, March 1, 2021, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the regular 
meeting of the City of Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held to allow 
affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items: 
 
 

1.  Short form Subdivision – 1451 11th Street SE – create two lots 
 

2.  Preliminary Subdivision – North Ridge Subdivision Phase II– off County Road 1402   
 

 
For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman Building 
Department at 256-775-7203. 
 
 

 

Jazz (from Front)
man

Trumpet
•	 BriAnn Payne
•	 Makayla Phenicie
•	 Bailey Grace Smith
•	 Caden Hornsby
•	 James Kelsey

Piano
•	 Cannon Trimble

Bass guitar
•	 Kyle Christensen

Tenor saxophone
•	 Sara Reeves
•	 Domenico Brunetti

Trombone
•	 Lakelan Jenkins
•	 Sam Adkins
•	 Emily Gable

•	 Zach Holmes

Guitar
•	 Xander Canada
•	 Isaiah Barnett

Percussion
•	 Jacob Dye
•	 Gabe Sosa

Vocalist
•	 Madison Smith 

After the concert, Smith said 
future performances are still 
a bit up in the air. “We are 
probably only going to be 
able to perform locally- out-
door events- if they decide to 
happen, and of course we will 
play at the spring concert, 
too. If there is a crowd, we’ll 
play for them.”

SharkBite (from Front)
at its Cullman facility to ship 
SharkBite® pipe repair sup-
plies to the customers who 
need them most — those in and 
around Texas who are dealing 
with the sudden frozen pipes. 
They encourage customers to 
visit the frozen pipes resource 
center, which includes the 
products needed for quick pipe 
repair jobs, how-to videos and 
more.  
	 Additionally, the company 
started a fund to benefit the 
Red Cross’ disaster relief ef-
forts in the areas affected by 
this winter storm. 
“We are all concerned for the 
Texas residents who have ex-
perienced hardships during 
the recent storm,” said Eric 
Shaddix, Director of Fulfill-
ment at RWC. “Our team 
members are working diligent-
ly to produce and ship Shark-
Bite pipe repair solutions as 
quickly as possible. We are 
here to guide the customers 
as they make the repairs and 
to make the installations as 
stress-free as possible.”  

About SharkBite’s Pipe Re-
pair Solutions 
SharkBite push-to-connect fit-
tings enable plumbing repairs 
to be made quickly in emergen-
cy situations. No special tools, 
soldering, crimping or gluing 
is needed to install them, and 
they can be installed on wet 
lines. They can also connect 
pipes of the same type or be 
used to transition between 
PEX, copper, CPVC, PE-RT 
and HDPE pipe and there are 
options for transitioning from 
PVC and polybutylene pipes. 

Cullman Economic Devel-
opment Director Dale Greer 
told The Tribune, “We sit 
back and think what a neat 
little invention that is, that 
they’ve made a SharkBite 
plumbing connection that 
you don’t have to solder or 
use glue or do all of these 
things, and my running joke 

has always been that it makes 
plumbers out of normal peo-
ple who don’t know much 
about plumbing. And you 
think about that situation in 
Texas: that so many homes 
and buildings and businesses 
have these burst pipes, and 
the plumbers are going to 
be overwhelmed, too. They 
don’t have the ability to get 
there. And this is a unique 
plumbing connector that 
lets you hook PVC to copper, 
replace leaks, broken pipes, 
those kinds of things, without 
tools and unusual knowledge. 
	 “And I just think: there’s 
over 500 people that are 
employed by Reliance in 
Cullman. They’ve got a big 
distribution center under 
construction now, continu-
ing to grow, create a lot of 
good job opportunities in our 
community. And then, you 
see them reach out to others 
and do things, as they said: 
raising money, contributing 
to Red Cross, trying to help 
with that disaster. 
	 “You know, we always 
believe that we had a good 
strong industrial base, and 
that they do good things and 
they make good products, but 
they’re benevolent compa-
nies, too.”

About RWC 
In the press release, Reliance 
Worldwide Corporation de-
fines itself as “a market lead-
er and manufacturer of water 
control systems and plumb-
ing solutions for residential, 
commercial and industrial 
applications. Established 
in 1949, the RWC portfolio 
includes industry-leading 
brands: SharkBite® push-
to-connect plumbing solu-
tions; HoldRite® engineered 
plumbing and mechanical 
solutions; Cash Acme® con-
trol valves; John Guest® fit-
tings and fluid dispense prod-
ucts and StreamLabs™ smart 
water technologies.”

Stripes (from Front)
	 The disease affects each 
individual differently, and 
this leads to many being mis-
diagnosed. 
	 There is no treatment 
for HSP. Lawrence knows 
of three others in Cull-
man County and 44 people 
statewide who have been 
diagnosed with the disease. 
Awareness is crucial for fund-
raising, and through aware-
ness comes an increased 
possibility of research and 
clinical trials focused on her 
rare disease. “With a rare dis-
ease, it’s harder to get trials 
done or even getting a med-
ication that can help us,” she 
said.
	 The lack of awareness of 
HSP and other rare diseases 
can lead to other problems as 
well, Lawrence said. “People 
know about cancer, so they 
raise money, and they help. 
If you don’t know anything 
about a disease the hospital 
is not going to go out and do 
trials.” 
	 She added, “The other 
problem with this is people 
get depressed. I would love to 
help other people know about 
this disease. A lot of doctors 
don’t even know about it, so 
I had to search a special web-
site to find a doctor in order 
to be taken care of.” There are 
currently no support groups 
for many rare diseases, which 
Lawrence says can create 
loneliness. “I try to send out 
notes to everyone in the state 
to check on them or to hope-
fully one day have a luncheon 

to meet everyone so we can 
all meet each other and not 
feel alone.”
	 COVID-19 has made co-
ordinating public events 
nearly impossible, Lawrence 
said. “I just started being a 
state ambassador, so I am just 
getting to know people of my 
group of people who have it in 
this state and trying to think 
of what to do because of ev-
erything that is going on. So, 
nothing yet.” 
	 Lawrence said she has 
hosted Pampered Chef par-
ties and raised money in oth-
er ways.
	 How can people help? 
Lawrence said, “Read up on 
the disease. One of the things 
that has really hurt my fam-
ily, my dad had it all his life, 
and nobody knew until he 
passed away 20 years later of 
this disease. If people are able 
to donate, please do so be-
cause we are just trying to get 
money to start basic trials.” 
	 According to www.
rarediseases.org, more than 
25 million Americans are 
impacted by rare diseases 
although a rare disease is 
one that affects fewer than 
200,000 individuals. There 
are currently over 7,000 iden-
tified rare diseases. 
	 Said Lawrence, “You 
don’t realize how it changes 
a person’s life to have a rare 
disease.”
	 To learn more about HSP 
or other rare diseases, visit 
www.sp-foundation.org or 
www.rarediseases.org.



7THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
FEBRUARY 25, 2021 SPORTS – COMMUNITY MATTERS

AUBURN, Ala. – No. 17 Au-
burn scored 10 runs in the 
first inning and never looked 
back as the Tigers run ruled 
Alabama A&M, 18-2, in seven 
innings Tuesday at Plains-
man Park.
	 Fifteen players saw action 
in the field and at the plate, 
and different player recorded 
a hit and drove in a run in the 
game.
	 After making his debut on 
the mound and earning the 
win in extra innings Sunday, 
Cam Hill made his first start 
as the designated hitter and 
went 3-for-3 with a walk and 
three RBI. Josh Hall matched 
Hill with three hits and three 
RBI to go along with scoring 
three runs. The Homewood, 
Alabama, native finished a 
home run shy of the cycle.
	 “Coach Gross really just 
talked about staying with-
in yourself and staying true 
to your identity,” Hall said. 
“That’s something we really 
worked on in the fall. I was 
feeling good about the game 
before we came in. I just tried 
not to get too big and pop 
balls up and stay within my-
self and drive balls the other 

way and do the best I can to 
help our team win.”
	 Alabama A&M scored two 
in the first as two of the first 
three Bulldogs reached, but 
starting pitcher Trace Bright 
(1-0, 1.80) settled down to 
retire the last 10 batters he 
faced.
	 “After that he really laid 
good tracks,” Thompson said 
of Bright. “He got his fast-
ball going and really start-
ed pitching. He’s pitched 
enough in our program now, 
we’re expecting him to help 
us and put us in a good spot 
and be able to command that 
fastball to the glove.”
	 Bright earned the win in 
four innings, allowing two 
runs (one earned) on two 
hits with no walks and seven 
strikeouts.
	 “They jumped on me 
quick and it put me in a spot 
where I got to shut them 
down pretty quick, but we 
have an offense that can 
score runs and they came in 
and gave me a good enough 
cushion to come back out and 
compete,” Bright added.
	 Auburn’s 10 runs in the 
first inning tied last year’s 
fourth-inning output against 
Wright State as the most runs 
in an inning since scoring 11 

in the decisive game three of 
the 2019 Chapel Hill Super 
Regional.
	 Judd Ward led off the 
frame with a solo home run 
to left field - his second of the 
season - and Bryson Ware 
matched Ward with his sec-
ond homer, a two-run shot, 
two batters later.
	 Sixteen Tigers came to 
the plate in the frame and 
six recorded hits, including a 
pair in the inning from Brody 
Moore.
	 “We just didn’t get our-
selves out, and we wind up 
having a couple of balls fall,” 
Thompson said.
	 “Nobody was getting 
big. Everyone took balls and 
swung at strikes. It was really 
nice to pass it around a little 
bit.
	 “Judd got us going, which 
is a proper response af-
ter someone scores on us,” 
Thompson added. “Josh 
Hall continues to play good. 
I think you at least get a 
glimpse of watching the last 
inning that Cam Hill threw 
the other day and just watch-
ing his at bats, how he stays 
on balance and his swings to 
begin his career you can see 
our excitement about Cam 
Hill.”

	

Auburn extended the lead 
with three runs in the second 
as Hall hit a two-RBI double 
and Steven Williams drove 
in another. Hill singled home 
two and Tyler Miller added 
a sacrifice fly in a three-run 
fourth, and the Tigers capped 
it off with a run in the fifth 
and sixth on a solo home run 

from Brayton Brown and 
Cole Foster’s first career hit 
and RBI.  
	 The Tigers’ bullpen con-
tinued to hold its opponents 
in check as Peyton Glavine 
and Carson Swilling com-
bined to throw 3.0 scoreless.
	 Glavine relieved Bright 
to start the fifth, making his 

first appearance since 2019, 
and faced the minimum with 
a strikeout in 2.0 innings. 
Swilling made his second 
appearance of the season 
and struck out a pair to end 
the game in the seventh. Au-
burn’s pitchers faced just one 
batter over the minimum af-
ter the first inning.

No. 17 Auburn run rules Alabama A&M, 18-2
Jeff Shearer
AU Athletics

SHANNA LOCKWOOD/AU ATHLETICS

Josh Hall doubles home a pair of runs during Auburn’s 18-2 win vs. Alabama A&M Tuesday.

TROY, Ala. – Troy overcame 
an error-filled start to defeat 
in-state foe UAB in an excit-
ing matchup Tuesday night 
at Riddle-Pace Field. The 
Trojans, despite four errors, 
downed the Blazers by a score 
of 10-3.
	 William Sullivan record-
ed his second multi-RBI 
game of the season with an 
impressive 3-for-3 night at 
the plate. All of the first base-
man’s hits – two doubles and 
a home run – went for extra 
bases.
	 Sun Belt Player of the 
Week Logan Cerny continued 
his impressive start to the 
year, recording a pair of sac-
flies in his 1-for-2, two-RBI 
night at the plate.
	 Troy (4-1, 0-0 SBC) com-
mitted three errors before 
UAB’s third batter came up 
to bat in the first inning, but 
the Trojans were able to limit 
the damage to one run in the 
opening frame.
	 Starting Blazer pitcher 
Austin Bohannon gave the 
Troy batters trouble early, 
but a solo shot to left from 
Sullivan tied the game at 1-1 
in the second inning.
	 UAB (2-2, 0-0 C-USA) re-
gained a one-run lead in the 

fourth inning, before an RBI 
single by Nic Nolan scored 
Cerny and tied the game.
	 Kyle Mock, who entered 
the game as a pinch hitter 
with the bases loaded, swung 
the game in Troy’s favor with 
a bases-clearing triple deep 
into left-center field.
	 The next at-bat, Cerny 
then drove his first sac-fly 
of the evening to left field to 
score Mock and extend Troy’s 
lead to 6-3.
	 Three straight walks load-
ed the bases for the Trojans 
to open the seventh frame be-
fore Sullivan smoked a two-
RBI double off the center 
field wall.
	 A passed ball then scored 
Caleb Bartolero before 
Cerny’s second sac-fly of the 
night brought Sullivan home.
	 Kyle Gamble, in his first 
career start on the mound, 
gave up only one earned run 
and struck out six, but it was 
Marquez Oates who tallied 
the win for the Trojans. Oates 
(1-0) pitched three innings 
in relief, gave up no runs, 
walked none and struck out 
three to improve to 4-0 in his 
career.
	 Jonah Smith (0-1) was 
tagged with the loss for the 
Blazers after allowing four 
runs on four hits in two in-
nings pitched.

Quotable – Head Coach 
Mark Smartt
“It was a great start to the 
midweek season, I’m really 
proud of our team. It was a 
solid 10-3 win over a solid 
UAB team. We didn’t start 
how I’d like to, we made some 
errors early, but we didn’t 
panic. Gamble did a great job; 
he was very poised through-
out his outing. Things were 
caving in around him and he 
kept throwing quality pitch-
es. After the early mistakes, 
I thought we played a very 
good baseball game.”

Sound Smartt With Your 
Friends
Marquez Oates has a career 
record of 4-0 despite only 
pitching a combined 13.1 in-
nings in his seven appearanc-
es. Oates has a career K/BB of 
19/3.

Notable
•	 William Sullivan record-
ed his second multi-RBI 
game of the year, and fifth of 
his career. It is just his first 
three-RBI game. Sullivan 
now has 12 career extra-base 
hits.
•	 Troy’s 11 home runs are 
tied for the most in the nation 
this season.
•	 With a 2-for-3 night at 

the plate, Nic Nolan extended 
his hit streak to five games to 
begin his career. The second 
baseman has registered a 
multi-hit game in three of his 
five starts.
•	 Nine of Kyle Mock’s 20 
career hits have gone for ex-

tra bases (6 2B / 2 3B / 1 HR).
•	 Leadoff batter Rigsby 
Mosley has reached base 
in his first at-bat in all five 
games this season.
•	 The Trojans improve to 
28-30 all time and 17-10 at 
home against the Blazers.

Up Next
Troy closes its eight-game 
home stand to open the sea-
son with a three-game series 
against Jacksonville. First 
pitch in the Friday night con-
test is set for 6 p.m. at Rid-
dle-Pace Field.

Trojans overcome slow start to down UAB 10-3
Andy Stubblefield
Troy Athletics

TROY ATHLETICS

Troy’s William Sullivan recorded his second multi-RBI game of the 
season during the Trojans’ 10-3 win over UAB Tuesday night.

JACKSONVILLE, Ala. – 
Alabama leaned on the long 
ball early and used a sev-
enth-inning two-RBI single 
from William Hamiter to put 
the game out of reach as the 
Crimson Tide downed Jack-
sonville State, 5-2, at Rudy 
Abbott Field on Tuesday af-
ternoon. The win moved the 
Tide to 4-0 on the young sea-
son.
	 Peyton Wilson got UA on 
the board first, leading off 
the game with a home run. 
The Gamecocks answered 
in the second with things 
staying even at one until the 
fifth when Sam Praytor sent 
a two-run home run over the 
wall in left, giving UA the lead 
once again.
	 Jacksonville State came 
within one, scoring a run in 
the bottom of the fifth but 
would come no closer as 
Hamiter’s two-RBI single in 
the seventh put things out of 
reach.
	 Alabama’s arms were 
solid on Tuesday, first with 
William Freeman. The Tide 
starter tossed 4.0 innings, 
allowing a run on four hits 
while striking out five. He 
was followed by Landon 
Green (1-0) who worked 2.2 
frames and struck out three 

for the win. Chase Lee came 
in to close it out, tossing the 
final 2.1 with four punchouts 
to pick up the save.

From Head Coach Brad Bo-
hannon
“I’m really glad to get the win. 
Obviously, it wasn’t pretty, 
and there are plenty of things 
that we still need to get better 
at, but I’m really excited to 
grind out a win.”

How It Happened
•	 T1 | Peyton Wilson led 
things off with a solo home 
run to start the game. It was 
the sophomore’s second ho-
mer of the season. (1-0, Ala-
bama)
•	 B2 | A one-out single 
followed by a double to 
right-center got the Game-
cocks on the board and 
evened things up at one 
apiece. (1-1)
•	 T5 | Owen Diodati drew 
a one-out walk and advanced 
to second on a wild pitch. One 
out later, Diodati came home 
on a Sam Praytor home run. 
Praytor sent the ball deep 
over the wall and trees in 
left to give UA the advantage 
once again. (3-1, Alabama)
•	 B5 | Jacksonville State 
narrowed the gap to one with 
a two-out solo home run. (3-
2, Alabama)
•	 T7 | Diodati singled to 

center to give UA a one-out 
baserunner, and Drew Wil-
liamson followed with a walk 
to put two on. After an out 
and a JSU pitching change, 
Zane Denton drew a walk 
to load them up for William 
Hamiter. The Tide outfielder 
delivered, singling through 
the right side to bring in a 
pair and move the Tide lead 
to three. (5-2, Alabama)

Postgame Notes
•	 The Crimson Tide has 
won 18 straight in February 
and owns a 31-2 mark in the 
month under head coach 
Brad Bohannon.
•	 William Freeman tossed a 
career-high 85 pitches in this 
afternoon’s game. His previ-
ous high was 64 which he had 
in his start against Northern 
Kentucky on March 10, 2019.
•	 Peyton Wilson’s leadoff 
home run was the first by a 
member of the Crimson Tide 
since Keith Holcombe be-
gan UA’s matchup with LSU 
on April 27, 2019 with a solo 
shot.
•	 Alabama has recorded 
two-or-more home runs in 
each of its first four games. 
The Tide had two home runs 
apiece in the first two games 
of the season and tonight’s 
contest while registering 
three on Sunday afternoon 
against McNeese. Alabama 

recorded two-or-more home 
runs in five games last season 
and tallied at least one homer 
in 13 of 17 games during the 
2020 campaign.
•	 Zane Denton finished his 
night 1-for-3 to extend his 
hitting streak to six games. 
Over that stretch, the soph-
omore is batting .526 (10-19) 
with a double, one triple, two 
home runs, five RBI, five runs 
scored and a walk.

•	 Owen Diodati went 1-for-
3 to move his hitting streak 
to six games. Diodati is bat-
ting .333 (7-21) with a dou-
ble, three home runs, 11 RBI, 
eight runs scored, four walks, 
two hit-by-pitch and a stolen 
base across that time.

The Crimson Tide returns 
home to Sewell-Thom-
as Stadium tomorrow for 
a midweek pairing with 

UT-Martin. First pitch of the 
Wednesday matchup is set 
for 3 p.m. CT with the game 
airing on SEC Network+.
	 Get all the latest informa-
tion on the team by following 
@AlabmaBSB on Twitter and 
Instagram and on Facebook 
at Alabama Baseball. General 
athletic news can be found at 
UA_Athletics on Twitter and 
Instagram and AlabamaAth-
letics on Facebook.

UA Athletics
rolltide.com

Pair of home runs, 2-RBI single power Alabama to 5-2 win at Jacksonville State

UA ATHLETICS

William Hamiter’s two-RBI single in the seventh inning helped lift 
Alabama to a 5-2 win at Jacksonville State Tuesday night.
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Bill Smith Used Cars

© 2021 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

STK#17277M

2012 GMC YUKON

$16,750

STK#17531B

2007 CHEVEROLET AVALANCHE

$11,897

STK#17426B

2009 CHEVEROLET SILVERADO 1500

$12,897

STK#17378A

2014 CHEVEROLET SILVERADO 1500

$16,987

STK#08259B

2013 Ford F-150

$17, 987

STK#17072A

2017 FORD EXPEDITION

$28,450

STK#17492A
2017 GMC SIERRA 1500

$31,500

STK#17340A

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

$27,897

STK#17407C

2014 GMC SIERRA 1500

$20,897

STK#17116A

2017 GMC ACADIA

$19,897

STK#17276B

2015 GMC SIERRA 1500

$28,897

STK#17444A

2016 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

$25,897

STK#17396A

2016 FORD F-150

$31,897

STK#17347A

2016 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

$29,850

STK#08112A

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500

$39,987
2016 GMC YUKON

$28,000

STK#17333A

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500

$37,897

STK#08320B

2009 GMC SIERRA 2500 HD

$21,897

STK#07620A

2015 CHERVORLET SILVERADO 1500

$31,850

STK#08415A

2017 FORD F-150

$35,000

STK#00506

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1915 2ND AVE NW
CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256.735.2898

PREP BASKETBALL

Bobby Meyer 
stepping down as 
CHS basketball coach
CULLMAN, Ala. – Cullman 
High School varsity boys 
basketball coach Bobby Mey-
er will be stepping down as 
coach of the Bearcat basket-
ball team.
	 Meyer has coached the 
Bearcats for 11 seasons and 
led the varsity boys to a 14-9 
overall record during the 
2020-2021 season.
	 “Coach Meyer has been a 
great leader and example for 
young men during his time as 
coach at CHS, and we are very 
thankful for the positive ex-
ample he’s set for young men 
here for more than a decade,” 
Cullman High School Princi-
pal Kim Hall said.
	 “We are extremely grate-
ful for the contributions he 
has made to CHS athletics and 
the Cullman community.”
	 Meyer thanked his staff 
and the administration for the 
opportunity to serve as coach, 
as well as his family for their 
support.
	 “I’m a ball coach. I enjoy 
teaching in the classroom. 
At all levels of the organiza-
tion the vision of coaching a 
program has to be unified. At 
this point, I have decided to 
step down as basketball coach 

at Cullman High School,” he 
said. “I want to thank my loyal 
staff, Joseph McPhillips, Cory 
Meyer and Jason Johnsey. I 
also want to thank the many 
other coaches on staff for 
their friendship through the 
years- Josh Hembree, Jona-
than Hayes and many others. 
I’d also like to say thank you to 
Scott Lochridge. Thank you, 
Dr. (Susan) Patterson, the ad-
ministration and board mem-
bers for the opportunity. Also, 
a special thank you to my wife 
Janice, and Dean, for their 
support of a coach’s life.”
	 Meyer accumulated a 186-
140 record at Cullman High 
School.

Cullman Tribune Staff 
Contributor

2016 CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Bobby Meyer

Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR CANCER 
PATIENTS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE


