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– EDUCATION –

Harmony School lunchroom staff 
recognized for outstanding service

EDUCATION

Cold Springs High 
named top school 
in county system
Systemwide achievements, improvements 
on display at board meeting

CULLMAN, Ala. – Lunch-
room staff members at Har-
mony School were recently 
recognized as the school’s 
Employees of the Month. 
The four hard-working wom-
en go above and beyond, ac-
cording to Harmony Princi-
pal Kevin Sullins. Each day, 
despite the added difficulties 
of the pandemic, their pride 
in their work is quite notice-

able. 
	 Tammy Thompson, De-
nise Hardin, Rhonda Bates 
and Pat Rodgers make up the 
Harmony School lunchroom 
staff, and they feed 250 kids 
each day. 
	 “The food just looks so 
good. It looks like a high 
dollar restaurant style when 
they lay it out there,” said 
Sullins.
	 “When it looks good, the 
kids will eat it. They take 
great pride in the presenta-

tion of that and everything 
they do.”
	 During the pandemic, the 
ladies have had more meals 
to prepare than in normal 
years. 
	 Sullins explained, “They 
are having to fix to-go lunch-
es and breakfast in the 
rooms.
	 “Everything has just 
totally changed for them. 
There have been shortages 
of food, and they never know 
what they are really going to 

get on the truck each week. 
They get ‘outed’ a lot.
	 “They’ll order one thing 
and just get whatever they 
get. They have to make do 
and they make it look so good 
and so appetizing and take 
great pride in it. That’s some-
thing that seems to be lost in 
the world today.” 
	 Besides looking great, 
Sullins emphasized the food 
tastes great, too. 
	 In addition to preparing 
breakfast and 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

Pictured left to right are Harmony School lunchroom staff members Tammy 
Thompson, Denise Hardin, Rhonda Overton Bates and Pat Rogers.

KEVIN SULLINS

FAITH

St. Paul’s to honor alumnus 
Michael Heatherly with 
Impact Award

Michael and Sara Heatherly with 
their son Porter in 2016 

MICHAEL PORTER

» PAGE 6

CULLMAN, Ala. – School 
achievements and facili-
ty improvements were on 
full display as the Cullman 

County Board of Education 
held its regular monthly 
meeting Thursday after-
noon. Cold Springs High 
School was named the coun-
ty system’s School of Excel-
lence based on a 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 7

Cold Springs High School Principal Eric Dickerson (right) 
receives the CCBOE School of Excellence trophy from 
Superintendent Dr. Shane Barnette, accompanied by Cold 
Springs District School Board Representative Wayne Myrex.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Thursday, March 11, 
2021 COVID-19 
update from the 
Alabama Depart-

ment of Public Health’s 
COVID-19 Dashboard Hub 
(https://bit.ly/3iVJwXK) 

Case details
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in AL: 393,700 (+422 since 
yesterday) 

•	 Probable cases in AL: 
108,563 (+443 since yester-
day)   

•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in AL: 8,069 (+34 since yes-
terday)             

•	 Probable deaths in AL: 
2,205

•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co.: 6,198 (+6 since 
yesterday) 

•	 Probable cases in Cull-
man Co.: 2,850 (+0 since 
yesterday)

•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Cullman Co.: 120 (+0 
since yesterday)

•	 Probable deaths in Cull-
man Co.: 63

•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co.: 38,018

•	 Total tested in the last 14 
days in Cullman Co.: 3,083

•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Cullman Co.: 184

•	 Total tested in Alabama: 
2,337,445

•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Alabama: 11,699

•	 Total tested in the last 14 
days in Alabama: 163,347

•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 448

•	 Cumulative no. of hospi-
talizations in Alabama (re-
ported M-F): 46,442

•	 Presumed recoveries in 
Alabama (reported weekly): 
303,746

Vaccine details (updated 
Monday-Friday)
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 1,731,965

•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 1,466,345

•	 Doses administered: 
1,176,914

•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
742,258

•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine se-
ries: 440,983

•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral Long-Term Care Pro-
gram: 265,620

•	 Doses administered by 
the federal Long-Term Care 
Program: 84,150

Alabamians in Phases 1a 
and 1b, as well as people old-
er than 65, are eligible to re-
ceive a vaccine.  

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c ov i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s et s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

DAILY UPDATE
FROM ADPH

Efforts to achieve vaccine 
equity in Black Belt coun-
ties yield positive results 
- at least 1 in 5 residents of 
19 Alabama counties vacci-
nated
Twenty percent or more of 
the residents age 16 and old-
er of 19 Alabama counties 
have received one or more 
doses of COVID-19 vaccine 
to date. Successful public 
health efforts to achieve 
vaccine equity have result-
ed in higher vaccine uptake 
among African American 
residents of Black Belt 
counties. Counties where 
20 percent or more of their 
residents have been vacci-
nated are as follows: Per-
ry, Wilcox, Conecuh, Dal-
las, Hale, Clarke, Monroe, 
Marengo, Washington, Lee, 
Bullock, Tallapoosa, Henry, 

Macon, Houston, Colbert, 
Cullman, Baldwin, and Lau-
derdale. Vaccines are one 
key to protecting the most 
vulnerable and helping stop 
the pandemic in Alabama. 
Supply remains an issue, as 
there is not yet enough vac-
cine available for everyone 
who would like to be vacci-
nated.

CDC team to gather infor-
mation in Black Belt about 
how to improve vaccine 
confidence and uptake
A five-member team from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) is in Alabama to ex-
plore local approaches on 
how to improve vaccine 
confidence. Team mem-
bers will talk with local 
residents, community and 
faith leaders, and health 
care workers to understand 
their perspectives and sug-
gestions on how to ensure 
high uptake of COVID-19 
vaccines, especially in Black 
communities. Efforts will 
focus on identifying com-
mon questions and con-
cerns or other barriers to 
uptake that residents have, 
addressing them through 
community outreach solu-
tions, and promoting in-
formation sharing about 
the benefits and safety of 
COVID-19 vaccines, so that 
everyone is protected from 
the virus. The team will be-
gin in Sumter County and 

move on to other Black Belt 
counties. The CDC team is 
expected to be in the state 
for the next three weeks.

People who previously re-
ceived passive antibody 
therapy
Currently, there are no data 
on the safety and efficacy 
of COVID-19 vaccines in 
people who received mono-
clonal antibodies or con-
valescent plasma as part of 
COVID-19 treatment. Based 
on the estimated half-life of 
such therapies and evidence 
suggesting that reinfection 
is uncommon in the 90 days 
after initial infection, vac-
cination should be deferred 
for at least 90 days. This is a 
precautionary measure un-
til additional information 
becomes available, to avoid 
potential interference of 
the antibody therapy with 
vaccine-induced immune 
responses. This recommen-
dation applies to people 
who receive passive anti-
body therapy before receiv-
ing any vaccine dose and to 
those who receive passive 
antibody therapy after the 
first dose of an mRNA vac-
cine but before the second 
dose, in which case the sec-
ond dose should be deferred 
for at least 90 days following 
receipt of the antibody ther-
apy. Receipt of passive anti-
body therapy in the past 90 
days is not a contraindica-
tion to receipt of COVID-19 

vaccine. COVID-19 vaccine 
doses received within 90 
days after receipt of passive 
antibody therapy do not 
need to be repeated.

Spring break gatherings 
can drive up COVID-19 
cases
COVID-19 continues ac-
tively circulating in Ala-
bama, including the more 
transmissible B.1.1.7 (UK) 
variant. Spring breakers 
and their families are re-
minded that all precautions 
should be taken during this 
time if we want to continue 
the downward trajectory 
of COVID-19 cases. Spring 
break trips to locations 
where crowds of people 
from throughout the coun-
ty gather can lead to more 
infections, especially as 
the variants threaten. The 
risk of closer contact with 
others, especially when 
combined with increased 
alcohol use, can lead to as-
ymptomatic spread. Even 
though COVID-19 cases are 
decreasing, it is extremely 
important that everyone 
continue to follow miti-
gation standards during 
spring break and at other 
seasonal gatherings. Stu-
dents and their families 
need to do their part and do 
the right thing by wearing 
masks, practicing social dis-
tancing, and washing hands 
frequently. Caution and vig-
ilance are still needed. 

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported March 10, 2021. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
March 8
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; unlawful posses-
sion of controlled substance; 
CR 703
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
278 W.
•	 theft of property; CR 222
•	 menacing; CR 767
•	 burglary; 1st Ave SW Gar-
den City 
•	 menacing; Hwy. 91
•	 theft of property; CR 675
•	 theft of property; forgery; 
CR 1573

March 9
•	 criminal mischief; CR 649
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 69 
N.
•	 burglary; CR 1437
•	 theft of property; CR 1435
•	 theft of property; CR 38
•	 theft of property; CR 1861
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 31 
N.
•	 resisting arrest; CR 161

March 10
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; Hwy. 69 S.
•	 harassment; Hwy. 31 N. 
•	 theft of property; CR 1168
•	 theft of property; CR 944
•	 burglary; CR 38
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia; CR 490
•	 illegal possession of r; 
unlawful possession of con-
trolled substance; CR 831

ARRESTS
March 8
Blanton, Freda Joanne; 45
•	 FTA- possession of meth-
amphetamine
•	 FTA- unlawful possession 
of controlled substance

Bullard, Eric Monroe; 26
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 

Kendall, Katherine Rene; 32
•	 FTA- assault-reckless en-
dangerment 
•	 FTA- attempt to elude po-
lice officer
•	 FTA- stolen vehicles-auto 
theft

Lindsey, Kristy Leigh; 44 
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia (2 
counts)
•	 FTA- unlawful possession 
of marijuana (2 counts)
•	 FTA- forgery-counter-
feiting (3 counts)
•	 FTA- possession of forged 
instrument (5 counts)
•	 FTA- larceny-theft
•	 FTA- larceny-second de-
gree theft of property
•	 FTA- public intoxication 
•	 FTA- forgery-checks (4 
counts)
•	 FTA- forgery-possessing 
forged instrument (4 counts)

Martin, Trisha Ann; 32
•	 FTA- unlawful possession 
of drug paraphernalia-1st of-
fense
•	 FTA- unlawful possession 
of controlled substance

Rice, Gregory Phillip; 50
•	 harassing communica-
tions 

Smith, John Dennis; 43
•	 FTA- stolen vehicle-un-
authorized use of motor vehi-
cle 

Sweeting, Courtney 
Rashard; 41
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana

March 9
Brown, Noah Ken; 22
•	 Probation violation- 
flight/escape 

Conklin; Nathan Patrick; 41
•	 FTA- negotiating worth-
less negotiable instrument 

Dasliva, Rachel Marie 
Filipe; 32
•	 Probation violation- re-
ceiving stolen property (2 
counts)

Eddy, Monika Leigh Ann; 31
•	 Probation violation- re-
ceiving stolen property
•	 Probation violation- lar-
ceny (2 counts)

Fulton, Brandon Ken; 37
•	 FTA- Alabama probation 
violation (2 counts)

Garrison, Treasa Lee; 41
FTA- second-degree unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana 
•	 resisting arrest 

Hamby, Justin Dale; 28
•	 FTA-unlawful possession 
drug paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- unlawful possession 
of dangerous drugs

•	 FTA- resisting arrest 

Hill, Jonathan Dwain; 48
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia- 1st of-
fense
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

James, Joseph Mark; 39
•	 FTA- assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family

Keeton; Charles Louis; 59
•	 FTA- DUI (alcohol)

Sivlis, Amanda Charlene; 38
•	 FTA- unlawful possession 
of drug paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- second-degree un-
lawful possession of marijua-
na 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Vandergriff, Tanya Renea; 
42
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs

March 10
Aaron, Benjamin Lee; 42
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of methamphetamine (2 
counts)
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia (2 
counts)

Butler, Charles Rowan; 44
•	 assault-harassment 

Calvert, Frankie Eugene; 62
•	 Probation violation- 
dangerous drugs-amphet-
amine-sell/distribution

Durrett, Brittany Lea; 45
•	 shooting into occupied 
building 
•	 reckless endangerment 

Evans, Karlaton Shelton; 36
•	 Probation violation- sec-
ond degree burglary/domes-
tic violence 
•	 Probation violation- un-
lawful breaking entering mo-
tor vehicle (5 counts)
•	 Probation violation- forg-
ery-checks
•	 Probation violation- sec-
ond-degree theft of property
•	 Probation violation- sto-
len property

Freeman, Daryn Emitt; 22
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia (1st of-
fense)
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Gordon, Erica Sharee Over-
ton; 31

•	 FTA- illegal possession of 
prescription drugs 
•	 FTA- unlawful possession 
of methamphetamine 
•	 FTA- unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia (3 
counts)
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana 
•	 FTA- giving false identi-
fication to law enforcement 
officer
•	 FTA- public intoxication 

Hyde, Piper Lashae; 23
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family

King, Heather Ann; 32
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 

Mayfield, Wendy Elaine; 52
•	 liquor- possession of tax-
paid alcoholic beverages for 
private use
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Morgan, Shawn Tyler; 34
•	 assault-harassment

Shelby, Timothy Wayne; 42
•	 resisting arrest 
•	 public intoxication 

Skinner, Matthew Seth; 25
•	 Motion to revoke bond- 
assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family 

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
March 10
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass; Economy Inn; 2nd 
Ave NW

ARRESTS
March 10
McDuffee, Michael J.; 40
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 

Sutton, Anthony D.; 27
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass

Morin, Carol D.; 36
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property

Gordon, Erica S.; 31
•	 FTA- false information to 
law enforcement 

Sanford, Christopher L.; 36
•	 FTA- violation of protec-
tion 
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- driving without li-
cense 
•	 FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal trespass

Woods, Aaron B.; 20

•	 FTA- driving while sus-
pended 
•	 FTA- insurance violation 

Graves, Damon K.; 28
•	 FTA- insurance violation 

Jones, Hagen E.; 26
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property
•	 FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal mischief
•	 FTA- driving without li-
cense 

Moore, Christina J.; 43
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs

Linder, Jr., William A.; 64
•	 unlawful possession/re-
ceiving controlled substance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 
•	 second-degree unlawful 
possession of marijuana

Drake, Jessica J.; 39
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune Staff
Contributor

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported March 11

MAKE EXTRA INCOME
NEWSPAPER LABELING & DRIVER : THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MUST HAVE OWN VEHICLE,
LICENSE, & INSURANCE

CALL 256-739-1351 OR
EMAIL  NEWS@CULLMANTRIBUNE.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
Clean driving record, clean criminal record,

able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment
drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 years of 

age or older, good positive work ethics.

NO PHONE CALLS

Stop in office to fill out application
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

Berlin Residents
The Town of Berlin will 
be handing out Midland 
WR-120 Weather Radi-
os Saturday, March 13 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
Berlin Community Cen-
ter. Citizens are asked to 
bring their current elec-
tric bills that show they 
are paying fire dues to 
the Berlin Volunteer Fire 
Department, along with a 
photo ID.

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe at 
East Side Baptist Church, 
1111 Third St. SE in Cull-
man
• Please wear a mask/face 
covering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require 
a larger donation. There 
will be some restrictions 
and product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks 
accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Cullman County Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District Scholarship 
Opportunity
The Cullman County Soil 
& Water Conservation 
District is now accepting 
applications for a $500 
scholarship sponsored by 
the Alabama Conserva-
tion District Employees 
Association. Applicant 
must be a U. S. citizen, 
high school senior and 
living in the state of Ala-
bama. Applications may 
be picked up at the Dis-
trict office located 501-B 
Fourth St. SW, Cullman, 
AL 35055.  Deadline to 
receive completed appli-
cations in the District of-
fice is March 12, 2021. For 
more information, con-
tact Kathy Holmes at 256-
734-1431 or kholmes@
cullmanswcd.com.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings (all 
are welcome) Monday 
and Thursday nights from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next to 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-
708-1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to 
receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Classes- Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. Children and youth 
classes. Adult class, “The 
Phases of Armageddon” 
by Pastor Bobby Dodd
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pick-
up. Small group classes 
for adults, children and 
youth at 10 a.m. Praise 

and worship and message 
at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Our 
5 Points Ministry pro-
vide free hot meals for 
children and elderly 
3:30-5 p.m. at the Cull-
man Housing Authority 
Community Center 1545 
Vine Circle SW Please call 
Aimee at 256-841-2060 to 
register or for more infor-
mation. Eat in or take out. 
Kids’ activities are avail-
able. Kids do not have to 
come to the center to get 
a free meal. Adults can list 
the names of the children 
and do takeout meals. 
Sponsored by Kids Lov-
ing Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life 
Church.
• Friday, March 12 10:30 
a.m. Adult Lunch and 
Games.  Bring a dish, 
drinks, and/or dessert.  
Everyone invited. 
• Saturday, March 13 8 
a.m. Men’s breakfast and 
workday.  
• Friday, March 19 at 7 
p.m. Youth lock-in. A 
night of food, movies, fun 
and games!  Free for all 
teens 13-19.
• Saturday, March 20 9-11 
a.m. Drive Through Food 
Bank. Bring ID.
• Saturday, March 20  
Parents Night Out! 5-9 
p.m. Meal and snacks 
provided. Bring your chil-
dren for a night of fun! 
Temperature checks will 
be performed.  No fees! 
Donations received go to 
the Children’s Ministry.
• Saturday, March 27-
Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings - serves 
children ages 1-18 in need 
of assistance to celebrate 
their birthday. Register 
your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, dec-
orations, and toys! Pick 
up is the last weekend of 
the month. Saturday-Jas-
per 5100 Curry Hwy Suite 
100-B Jasper Al 35504 
from 3-5 pm or the last 
Sunday of the month at 
Spirit Life Church Cull-
man from 12:30-1:00 
p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of 
box pickup.  register at 
h tt p s : // f o r m . j ot f o r m .
com/203435614640045    
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-7478.
• Wednesday, March 31 
7 p.m. - Easter Revival. 
Communion and Foot 
washing. Everyone wel-
come!

Free Community Din-
ner at Center Hill Bap-
tist Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 
Wednesday of every 
month we will be offering 
a Free Community Din-
ner. Church members, 
community members, 
neighbors and friends 
are welcome. This will be 
takeout only. Please mes-
sage or comment with 
how many plates you will 
need to help us prepare 
enough food for everyone. 
RSVP at http://bit.ly/cen-
terhill. 
• 13108 County Road 747, 
Hanceville, AL 35077

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere ID. 
Entrega en su vehículo. 
Por favor use mascarilla.

Little Farmers “Birds 
of a Feather”
Friday, March 12, from 10-
11 a.m. Explore the world 
of birds with hands-on 
crafts, snacks and feath-
ers, of course! Ages 3-5, $5 
per child/ $10 family max. 

Program will be held out-
doors under the pavilion 
so please make sure your 
little farmer is dressed ap-
propriately! The Agriplex 
will be following all state 
mandated COVID-19 
guidelines.  Register now 
at Agriplex.org.

Jay’s Legacy Shoe Drive 
BBQ
• Saturday, March 13 at 
noon at J&S Karaoke, 
10303 Hwy. 31 S, Hancev-
ille
• Jay’s Legacy is hosting 
a BBQ/ party and all we 
ask is that you bring two 
pairs of shoes to attend. 
We will have music, food, 
games and more. We will 
be selling food plates as 
well. We are inviting ev-
eryone in the community 
to come out and be part 
of the cause. Suzette Ken-
dall will also be giving a 
speech on distracted driv-
ing, and how it impacted 
her life.

Zoom Lunch & Learn 
Pruning Ornamentals
• Wednesday, March 17, 
noon-1 p.m.  
• Join Tony Glover for 
this free online class as 
he covers why, when and 
how to prune ornamen-
tals. Register at Agriplex.
com. 

St. Paul’s Spring Flea 
Market 
• St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School will host a Spring 
Flea Market fundraiser 
Saturday, March 20 from 
8 a.m.-noon. Vendors will 
be located inside the gym 
and in the front parking 
lot of the school. Spaces 
are limited. Interested 
vendors should contact 
Emily Trahan at emil-
ytrahan@stpaulscull-
man.com. Find out more 
at www.stpaulscullman.
com.
• St. Paul’s is located at 
510 3rd Ave. SE, Cullman, 
AL 35055.

Good Hope High School 
Pageants 
Saturday, March 20 in the 
school gymnasium. The 
Good Hope High School 
Fair Queen Representa-
tive Pageant will begin at 
4 p.m., and the Miss Good 
Hope Heritage Princess 
and Miss Good Hope Her-
itage Pageants begin at 5 
p.m. Admission is $7.

Food Drive with Come-
dian Darren Knight
• Wednesday, March 24 
from noon-3 p.m. at Cull-
man Caring for Kids, 402 
Arnold St. NE Cullman
• Join us for a day of fun, 
laughter and a mission 
to help feed hungry chil-
dren. 
• Darren Knight (known 
as “Southern Mama”) will 
be accompanied by fellow 
comedians “Red Squirrel 
and Gary Cargal.”
• For every 20 cans of 
food donated, you can 
have your  photo made 
with them!

Heritage Homeschool 
Attracting Butterflies
• Thursday, March 25, 
9-11 a.m.
• We will cover the impor-
tance of our native but-
terflies and how to help 
create the perfect habi-
tat for them in your own 
yard. Register at Agriplex.
com. 

Senior Easter Egg Hunt
• Friday, March 26 at 10 
a.m. at Sportsman Lake 
Park Veterans Memori-
al, 1544 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW, Cullman
• Sponsored by the Cull-
man County Commission 
on Aging. FREE admis-

sion, and lunch provided 
by the Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

Hanceville Lions Club 
Swamp John’s Dinner
Friday, March 26 from 4-7 
p.m. at the Moody Cen-
ter in Hanceville (111 Mi-
chelle Street) Drive-thru 
only. Plates are $12. Pro-
ceeds benefit the Hancev-
ille Lions Club commu-
nity projects. For more 
information, call Kenneth 
Quick at 256-352-6397.

le petit Fashion Show
• Saturday, March 29 at 
2 p.m. in the garden at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
305 Arnold St. NE, Cull-
man
• A BD Ballet Academy 
scholarship & perfor-
mance fund evet
• Tickets are $10. For res-
ervations, call 256-338-
6401 or email brooke.des-
noes@gmail.com. 

Annual Spring Clean-
up for City of Cullman 
Sanitation Customers
• March 29 – April 2, 2021
• Place your old unwant-
ed appliances, furniture, 
mattresses, and oth-
er large items curbside 
on MONDAY, MARCH 
29, 2021. Crews will be 
picking up these items 
throughout that week 
(separately from your 
regular garbage and re-
cycling). This is a ser-
vice provided to our cus-
tomers at NO EXTRA 
CHARGE!
• There are some things 
we can’t pick up, though. 
We CANNOT pick up 
rocks, dirt, bricks, con-
crete, construction ma-
terials, hazardous mate-
rials or tires. And due to 
the large volume of items 
to be picked up, we will 
not be picking up brush, 
tree limbs and other yard 
waste during the week of 
March 29-April 2, 2021.
• If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the 
City of Cullman Sanita-
tion Department at 256-
737-7560 or cityhall@
cullmanal.gov.

Holly Pond Community 
Easter Egg Hunt
• Saturday, April 3 at 2 
p.m. at Governor’s Park
• Children are encour-
aged to bring their own 
baskets, but some baskets 
will be available for kids 
who do not have one of 
their own.

The American Hero 
Music Festival 
• Saturday, April 24 at 
Camp Liberty, 15719 Ala-
bama Highway 157 in the 
Battleground community 
west of West Point- Gates 
open at 9 a.m., with the 
show going from 11 a.m.-
11 p.m.
• The event will feature 
headliner Black Oak Ar-
kansas along with Black-
bird Anthem, Billy Don 
Burrs, Rowdy Johnson, 
Michelle Leigh, Mercy 
Shine, Dawn Rix, Dee 
Rock and Kris Rowdy, 
as well as speakers Billy 
Howell, Jr. (veteran of 
the Special Forces unit 
that was the subject of the 
2018 film “12 Strong”), 
Navy Rear Admiral Kent 
David and Dan Robinson.
• Activities consist of an 
Airsoft shoot house, zip 
lines, food, vendors and 
giveaways, with the grand 
price being a Smith & 
Wesson M&P AR15 style 
rifle.
• Lodging available 
through Camp Liberty 
(cabins, camping/RV, and 
bunk rooms)
• Get tickets at http://bit.
ly/2NLka3a. 
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$100.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$150.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt
CCoolleemmaann  CCaallllaann  --  PPaaggiinnaattiioonn  &&  GGrraapphhiicc  DDeessiiggnn

Course (from Front)

HANCEVILLE, Ala. – 
Hanceville Fire and Rescue 
will be hosting a Traffic In-
cident Management Course 
(TIM) Saturday, March 20 
from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
Hanceville Civic Center. The 
program is targeted toward 
law enforcement, fire and 
rescue, emergency medical 
service, towing and recovery, 
emergency management, 
communications and high-
way/transportation person-
nel. 
	 Hanceville Assistant 
Fire Chief Bart Absher said, 
“We’ve got a good response 

from the fire departments, 
but we are trying to reach 
out to towing companies. 
It’s taught nationwide and 
it deals with how to protect 
your employees at the scene 
of an accident on the high-
way.” 
	 The class teaches how 
to set up cones, vehicles and 
other strategies to help pro-
tect those who respond to in-
cidents on major highways. 
	 Those interested in regis-
tering for the class can do so at 
www.alabamafirecollege.org/
course/traffic-incident-man-
a g e m e n t - sy st e m s - t i m s / , 
call 256-352-5544 or email 
call911hancevillefire@gmail.
com. 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com
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Diodati’s walkoff grand slam carries 
Alabama to 11-8 win over South Alabama
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – Owen 
Diodati recorded his third 
grand slam of the season, this 
one in walkoff fashion as the 
sophomore’s roundtripper 
led No. 23 Alabama baseball 
to an 11-8 win over South 
Alabama on Tuesday night 
at Sewell-Thomas Stadium. 
The Crimson Tide is now 
11-2 on the season with four 
comeback wins so far.
	 The Crimson Tide and 
Jaguars went back and forth 
all night. USA built a two-
run lead through five, but the 
Tide matched with a single 
tally in the home half of the 
fifth to make it a one-run af-
fair. The Jaguars came right 
back with three in the top 
of the sixth, but, once again, 
Alabama answered, this time 
with a five-spot in the sev-
enth to take the lead. Ala-
bama’s advantage would not 
last long, as South crossed 
three runs in the eighth to 
make it an 8-6 game. Down 
to a final chance in the ninth, 
Alabama used two hits and 
a pair of errors to score one 
and load them up for Diodati, 
with the sophomore sending 
a ball deep into the student 
section for the grand slam 
and walkoff win.
	 Diodati led the Tide in 
RBI with four and Andrew 
Pinckney was close behind, 
with the redshirt freshman 
totaling three as part of his 
2-for-4 effort at the dish. 
Peyton Wilson led the team 
in hits with three, including 
a double, and added a team-
high tying two runs scored.
	 Chase Lee (3-0) picked 
up his third win of the sea-
son thanks to 1.2 scoreless 
innings that included three 
strikeouts. Lee entered in 
a tough spot with the bases 
loaded and one down in the 
eighth but battled to keep 
things close and allow his of-
fense to complete the come-
back.

From Head Coach Brad 
Bohannon
“It was a pretty wild game 
in that we made a lot of mis-
takes tonight. I could talk 
for several minutes about 
all kinds of things that we 
didn’t do well, but with that 
being said, we found a way to 
win. We got down twice – we 
got down 5-1 – and we came 
back twice, and I think that 
speaks a lot to the competi-
tive spirit of this group, the 
chemistry of our team. That’s 
going to be really, really valu-
able throughout the rest of 
the year because we’re going 
to have to play from behind, 
we’re going to have to win 
some games late. I didn’t 
think we played particular-
ly well, but I think that’s a 
big win from an intangibles 
standpoint.”

How It Happened
T3 | South Alabama got on 
the board first, using a two-
out RBI-double to plate one. 
(1-0, South Alabama)

T5 | A solo home run by the 
Jaguars doubled the lead. (2-
0, South Alabama)

B5 | Alabama answered in 
the home half. A two-out tri-
ple from Jim Jarvis began the 
scoring sequence. Andrew 
Pinckney followed with an 
RBI-double to right to bring 
in Jarvis and make it a one-
run game through five full. 
(2-1, South Alabama)

T6 | USA put together a two-
out rally, beginning with a 
single, followed by a double, 
and punctuated by a home 
run, to widen the gap. (5-1, 
South Alabama)

B7 | The Crimson Tide took 
the lead for the first time on 
the night thanks to five runs 
in the frame. Zane Denton 
led off with a single and Owen 
Diodati followed with a dou-
ble to put two on. Jackson 

Tate was hit by a pitch to load 
the bases and a wild pitch in 
the next at-bat allowed Den-
ton to cross. After an out, 
Pinckney singled back up the 
chute to add a pair. A single 
in the next at-bat from Pey-
ton Wilson put two aboard 
and William Hamiter cashed 
in, sending a double to the 
corner in right to move UA in 
front. (6-5, Alabama)

T8 | A walk and a wild pitch 
moved the USA leadoff man 
in scoring position. The 
Jaguars doubled in the next 
at-bat to even things at six 
apiece. Another walk paired 
with a single loaded the bases 
and a two-out double to right 
pushed across two more to 
give South Alabama the ad-
vantage once again. (8-6, 
South Alabama)

B9 | Wilson led off the inning 
with a single. One out later, 
Sam Praytor singled to right 
to put a pair on before Wil-
liamson reached on an error 
to load them up. A second 
error in the inning allowed 
Denton to reach and keep the 
bases loaded while making it 
a one-run game. The one run 
would not matter, however, 
as Diodati sent a ball deep 
into the student section in 
right for the walkoff grand 
slam.

Postgame Notes
•	 Alabama has recorded 
two walkoff wins already this 
season. The Crimson Tide 
also walked it off against Mc-
Neese on Feb. 20.

•	 The walkoff grand slam 
was UA’s first since John 
Trousdale recorded one 
against Grambling on May 
10, 2017. That grand slam 
pushed the Tide past the 10-
run rule to end the game af-
ter eight innings of play.

•	 Owen Diodati has totaled 
three grand slams so far this 
season. The Alabama sin-

gle-season record is six by 
Mike Pitisci in 1984.

•	 The grand slam was Di-
odati’s second in as many 
games. He also hit a grand 
slam against the College of 
Charleston in Sunday’s series 
finale. Diodati has homered 
in back-to-back games twice 
this season, also achieving 
the feat in two games against 
McNeese from Feb. 20-21.

•	 Diodati is 3-for-3 in bas-
es-loaded situations this sea-
son – all three at-bats have 
resulted in a grand slam.

•	 Eight of the Tide’s nine 
starters recorded at least one 

hit on the night.

•	 Sam Praytor finished 
1-for-4 on the night to ex-
tend his hitting streak to 10 
games. Across that time, the 
Tide catcher is batting .290 
(11-38) with four doubles, 
two home runs, 11 RBI, seven 
runs, seven walks and a hit-
by-pitch.

•	 Jim Jarvis extended his 
hitting streak to nine games 
thanks to his 2-for-3 effort. 
The sophomore is batting 
.407 (11-27) with a double, 
one triple, three RBI, six 
runs, four walks, a pair of hit-
by-pitch and a stolen base 
across the current streak.

ATTENDANCE: 1,764 
(SELLOUT)
The Crimson Tide returns 
to the diamond tomorrow 
evening for a 6 p.m. CT con-
test with Jacksonville State 
at The Joe. The Wednesday 
game can be seen live on SEC 
Network+.

Get all the latest information 
on the team by following @
AlabmaBSB on Twitter and 
Instagram and on Facebook 
at Alabama Baseball. General 
athletic news can be found at 
UA_Athletics on Twitter and 
Instagram and AlabamaAth-
letics on Facebook.

UA Athletics
rolltide.com

UA ATHLETICS

Alabama’s Owen Diodati blasted a walkoff grand slam to lift the 
Crimson Tide over South Alabama Tuesday night.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Al-
abama’s Herbert Jones was 
named the Southeastern 
Conference Player of the 
Year and Defensive Player of 
the Year, while Nate Oats was 
tabbed the league’s Coach of 
the Year, as the league office 
announced the 2021 postsea-
son awards on Tuesday.
	 In addition to those hon-
ors, John Petty Jr. joined 
Jones as All-SEC First Team 
honorees, while Jaden Shack-
elford earned All-SEC Sec-
ond Team recognition.
	 Joshua Primo became 
the fifth straight UA rookie 
to earn a spot on the league’s 
all-freshman team, while 
Jones was also one of five 
named as an all-defensive 
team performer, earning the 
accolade for a second consec-
utive year.
	 Jones and Oats become 
the first Alabama duo to 
sweep the Player of the Year 
and Coach of the Year since 
Mark Gottfried and Erwin 
Dudley achieved the feat in 
2002.
	 Jones is the first Alabama 
player to earn the league’s 
Defensive Player of the Year 
honor and is just the third 
player in SEC history to 
sweep both the Offensive and 
Defensive Player of the Year 
awards, joining Kentucky’s 
Anthony Davis (2011-12) and 
Tyler Ulis (2015-16).
	 Both Jones (National 
Player of the Year and De-
fensive Player of the Year) 
and Oats (National Coach of 
the Year) are semifinalists 
for Naismith Trophy post-
season awards, which will be 
announced during the Final 
Four on April 4, 2021.

Nate Oats, SEC Coach of 
the Year
•	 After finishing last sea-
son with a 16-15 record and 
8-10 mark in SEC play, Oats 
has guided Alabama to a 21-6 
overall record in 2020-21 and 

a 16-2 mark in Southeastern 
Conference play in his sec-
ond season at the Capstone

•	 The Tide clinched the 
program’s first regular season 
title in 19 years since earn-
ing the 2002 regular season 
crown

•	 The 16 league wins tied 
for the most in program his-
tory (1986-87 team finished 
SEC play 16-2)

•	 Alabama’s 10-game win-
ning streak earlier in the year 
was the longest in 25 years 
dating back to the 1996-97 
campaign

•	 Owns an overall record 
of 37-21 (.638) across his two 
years at UA and a 24-12 (.667) 
mark against SEC competi-
tion

Herbert Jones, SEC Play-
er of the Year/Defensive 
Player of the Year/First 
Team/All-Defensive
•	 Becomes the fifth player 
in program history to earn 
SEC Player of the Year hon-
ors, joining Wendell Hudson 
(1973), Reggie King (1978 and 
1979), Derrick McKey (1987) 
and Erwin Dudley (2002)

•	 First-ever UA player to 
be named the SEC Defensive 
Player of the Year since the 
award’s inception in 2004

•	 Third player in SEC his-
tory to earn both awards 
in the same season, joining 
Kentucky’s Anthony Davis 
in 2011-12 and Tyler Ulis in 
2015-16

•	 Anchors the nation’s 
third-ranked defense in 
terms of defensive efficiency, 
according to KenPom.com

•	 Leads the team in assists 
(3.2 apg), rebounding (6.1 
rpg), steals (1.7 spg), three-
point field goal percentage 
(45.5 percent), offensive re-
bounds per game (2.03), de-

fensive rebounds per game 
(4.1), deflections (92), floor 
dives (18) and total blocked 
shots (27)

•	 Has collected a 
team-leading 541.5 Blue 
Collar Points (BCP) – a sys-
tem that includes players 
receiving points each game 
for deflections, steals, blocks, 
rebounds, floor dives and 
charges

•	 The 6-8, 210-pound point 
forward is 164 points better 
than the next closest player 
in Blue Collar Points

•	 Has earned the team’s 
“Hard Hat Award” as the BCP 
single-game point leader in 
14 of the Tide’s 27 games, with 
the next closest player earn-
ing three Hard Hat Awards

•	 Across the Crimson 
Tide’s 27 games on the sea-
son, Jones is averaging 10.9 
points per game while shoot-
ing 45.1 percent from the 
floor and 72.3 percent from 
the foul line – all career-best 
numbers

John Petty Jr., First Team
•	 Earns first-team honors 
after garnering second-team 
accolades a year ago

•	 Two-time SEC Player 
of the Week, picking up the 
honor twice in the month of 
January (Jan. 4 and Jan. 18)

•	 Also named the NCAA 
National Player of the Week 
for Jan. 18

•	 Leads team in minutes 
per game (31.2) and threes 
made (64) and attempt-
ed (166) and ranks second 
in scoring (12.8 ppg), dou-
ble-figure scoring games (19) 
and rebounding (5.1 rpg)

•	 School’s all-time leader in 
three-pointers made (64) and 
attempted (166)

•	 Broke the mark for career 
threes made at UA against Ar-
kansas on Jan. 16 by sinking 
five treys and finishing with 
17 points in the win

Jaden Shackelford, Second 
Team

•	 Collects second-team 
accolades after collecting 
all-freshman honors a year 
ago

•	 Named SEC Player of the 
Week for the week of Dec. 
30 when after he scored 26 
points on the strength of a ca-
reer-best eight three-point-
ers to lead UA past ETSU, 85-
69, on Dec. 22.

•	 Leads team in scoring 
average (14.5 ppg), dou-
ble-figure scoring games (21), 
20-point scoring games (4) 
and charges taken (14), while 
ranking second in threes 
made (49) and attempted 
(148)

•	 Ranks second on team 
in threes made (49) and at-
tempted (148) and minutes 
per game (29.6)

•	 Has hit double figures in 
35 of his last 40 games played 
dating back to last season

Joshua Primo, Freshman 
Team
•	 Becomes the fifth con-

secutive Alabama freshman 
to earn a spot on the league’s 
all-freshman team (Braxton 
Key – 2017, Collin Sexton – 
2018, Kira Lewis Jr. – 2019, 
Jaden Shackelford – 2020)

•	 Named SEC Freshman of 
the Week for the week of Jan. 
25

•	 Had a season-high 22 
points including career-best 
marks of 4-of-8 from beyond 
the arc and 8-of-8 from the 
free throw line, to go along 
with five boards and three as-
sists in the win at Auburn on 
Jan. 19

•	 Matched that with 22 
points at LSU (1/19), knock-
ing down a career-best six 
three-pointers in the victory

For all the latest informa-
tion on the team, follow Ala-
bamaMBB on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. General 
athletic news can be found @
UA_Athletics on Twitter and 
Instagram and Alabama Ath-
letics on Facebook.

George Nunnelley
AU Athletics 

Jones earns SEC Player, Defensive Player of the Year, Oats named Coach of the Year

UA ATHLETICS

Alabama Basketball racked up multiple all-conference season awards Tuesday.
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Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Au-
burn pitchers Joseph Gonza-
lez and Hayden Mullins com-
bined to record all 27 outs 
as the Tigers defeated UAB, 
6-5, Tuesday night at Regions 
Field.
	 “It was just really good 
to get back out,” head coach 
Butch Thompson said fol-
lowing the win. “That’s what 
baseball presents is an op-
portunity 48 hours later to 
get back out on the field and 
play a game in this beautiful 
park.”
	 Making his first career 
start, Gonzalez retired the 
first 15 batters he faced and 
struck out seven. Mullins (2-
0, 0.00) came into the game in 
the midst of some trouble in 
the sixth and recorded the fi-
nal 12 outs with eight coming 
via strikeouts.
	 “I was just really excit-
ed to see Joseph Gonzalez 
get his first start tonight,” 
Thompson said. “He was 
exciting, and then Hayden 
Mullins took it the last four 
innings for us. Two freshmen 
stepped up in a big way.”
	 The young duo allowed 
just three hits and didn’t is-
sue a walk while striking out 
15, the most in a game this 
season.
	 “It was amazing to see 
that from (Joseph),” Mullins 
said. “First collegiate start 
and he goes out there and 
shoves and doesn’t give up a 
hit until the sixth. It was good 
to see that. We’re seeing a lot 
of younger guys step up, and 
we really need that after this 
past weekend.”
	 Auburn (8-4) jumped out 
to a 2-0 lead after scoring an 
unearned run in the second 
and doubling the advantage 
on Bryson Ware’s ground-
rule double in the sixth. How-
ever, after an Auburn bas-
erunning mistake led to an 
inning-ending double play, 
UAB (6-5) answered with 
four runs on three hits, two 
walks and two wild pitches to 
take a 4-2 lead.
	 Down to its final six outs 
and trailing by two, Auburn 
put its first three baserunners 
of the eighth inning aboard 
on two walks and a hit-by-
pitch, and all three runs came 
in to score. Tyler Miller lifted 
a sacrifice fly to left field be-
fore Brody Moore drove in 
the tying and go-ahead runs 
on a bases-loaded single back 
up the middle. A fourth run 
came in on a fielding miscue 
and made it a 6-4 ballgame.
	 The Blazers took advan-
tage of an Auburn fielding 
mistake in the bottom of the 
inning to cut the lead to one, 

but Mullins pitched a 1-2-
3 ninth inning to close the 
door.
	 “It was just like any other 
game. Go out there, get guys 
out, do my job.”
	 “It was nice to see us 
come back in a ballgame,” 
Thompson added. “I thought, 
after the four spot UAB put 
up in the sixth inning, we re-
sponded well. We hadn’t had 
too many opportunities to do 
that this year and it was good 

to see from our offense.”
	 Woley turned in a sea-
son-high three hits and 
reached base in all five plate 
appearances. It marked his 
third multi-hit effort in the 
last four games. Ware went 
2-for-2 with a pair of walks 
and scored and drove in a run.
	 The Tigers return to 
Plainsman Park to host Little 
Rock (5-5) in a three-game 
series starting Friday at 4 
p.m.

George Nunnelley
AU Athletics 

Gonzalez, Mullins lead 
Auburn to 6-5 win at UAB

TWIRLING HIGH
CMS Feature Twirler Nevaeh Green 

qualifies for AAU Junior Olympic Games
Olivia Law
olivia@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. – Cull-
man Middle School Fea-
ture Twirler Nevaeh Green 
competed last weekend in 

the Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU) Junior Olympic 
Games Qualifier, where she 
won the AAU Solo and Free-
style competitions. 
	 As a result, she qualified 
to represent Cullman Middle 

School this August in Hous-
ton, Texas at the AAU Junior 
Olympic Games. Green will 
also be performing with the 
Cullman High School Bear-
cat Band this fall as feature 
twirler.

CULLMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL

Nevaeh Green, left, with her baton twirling coach Shirley Beshears

Veterans (from Front)

George Kenneth 
Golden was born 
Nov. 22, 1948 in 
Eva. He enlisted in 

the United States Army and 
served in the Vietnam War, 
and, shortly before his 20th 
birthday, he began his tour as 
an Indirect Fire Infantryman 
with C Troop, 1st Squadron, 
4th Cavalry, 1st Infantry Di-
vision. 
	 Golden died on March 28, 
1969 as a result of a traumat-
ic event experienced at Binh 

Long Province, South Viet-
nam.
	 His death was recorded as 
“hostile, died of wounds, mul-
tiple fragmentation wounds.” 
Golden was awarded the Pur-
ple Heart. 
	 George Kenneth Golden 
is buried at Simcoe United 
Methodist Cemetery and is 
honored on the Vietnam Vet-
eran’s Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C. (Panel 28w, line 69).

James Walter Brock III was 
born Dec. 1, 1946 in Cullman. 
He was just 21 years old when 
he started his tour in Viet-

nam with the United States 
Marine Corps.
	 The young rifleman was 
in E Company, 2nd Battalion, 
4th Marine Regiment, 3rd 
Marine Division, 3rd Marine 
Amphibious Force. 
	 Brock was killed Nov. 
4, 1967 in Quang Tri Prov-
ince, South Vietnam and was 
awarded the Purple Heart. 
He is now buried at Vista 
Memorial Gardens, Miami 
Lakes, Miami- Dade County, 
Florida. He is honored on the 
Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial 
in Washington, D.C. (Panel 
29e, Line 18).

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

JIMMIE MITCHELL/UAB ATHLETICS

Auburn’s Joseph Gonzalez pitching during the 
Tigers’ 6-5 win at UAB Tuesday night.
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W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Award (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. – St. Paul’s 
Lutheran School in Cullman 
has named alumnus Michael 
Heatherly as the recipient of 
its second Impact Award. 
	 Heatherly went on from 
St. Paul’s to study at Wal-
lace State Community Col-
lege and Auburn University, 
where he graduated in 2008 
with a bachelor’s degree in 
forestry.
	 He is a registered forester 
in Alabama and Mississippi, 
an Alabama real estate agent 
and is currently vice presi-
dent/chairman of Sizemore 
& Sizemore, Inc., a Tallas-
see-based firm specializing in 
forest appraisal, analysis and 
management.
	 Heatherly was named 
for the award for his work in 
fundraising for research on 
GM1 gangliosidosis, a genetic 
disorder that affected his son 
Porter, and, according to the 
National Institutes of Health, 
“progressively destroys nerve 
cells (neurons) in the brain 
and spinal cord.”
	 Porter was diagnosed at 
only 4 months old in 2012 
with the rare disease that 
affects about one in every 
200,000 infants. His was the 
first recorded case of child-
hood GM1 in Alabama. 
	 Michael Heatherly and 
his wife Sara Heatherly have 
for years, both during their 
son’s battle with the disease 
and since Porter’s passing 
in 2016, worked to increase 
awareness of GM1 and pro-
mote fundraising for re-
search and treatment.
	 During Porter’s lifetime, 
he and his parents visited 
researchers at Auburn Uni-
versity’s veterinary medicine 
Scott-Ritchey Research Cen-
ter who were working on a 
potential human treatment 
based on previous animal re-
search, and Michael Heather-
ly was present when the first 
trial dose was administered 
to a 10 year-old girl in 2019.
	 More about the disease 
and the Heatherlys’ efforts 
can be found at www.face-
book.com/Prayers-for-Por-
ter. 

St. Paul’s released this 
statement:
“St. Paul’s Lutheran School 
is happy to announce the 
2021 recipient of the Impact 
Award, Michael Heatherly. 
This award is designed to 
recognize those teachers, 
administrators, support staff 
and students (who) have had 
a significant impact on the 
lives of young people in our 
school and in their communi-
ty. Michael and his wife Sara’s 
dedication to GM1 fundrais-
ing has helped raise over 
$300,000 to further study 
and research. The Heath-
erlys’ son, Porter, was diag-
nosed with GM1 and passed 
away in 2016. They have 
made a significant impact on 
those families suffering with 
a loved one fighting GM1. It 
is our privilege to present Mi-
chael Heatherly with the St. 
Paul’s Lutheran School Im-
pact Award.”

In a previous statement, St. 
Paul’s Director of Creative 
Services Emily Hayes Trah-
an shared about the Impact 
Award: “The inspiration for 
the award comes from the fol-
lowing scripture: ‘Each of you 
should use whatever gift you 
have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God’s 
grace in its various forms. If 
anyone speaks, they should 
do so as one who speaks the 
very words of God. If anyone 
serves, they should do so with 
the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be 
praised through Jesus Christ. 
To him be the glory and the 
power for ever and ever. 
Amen.’ 1 Peter 4: 10-11”
	 On his Facebook page, 
Heatherly quoted Jeremiah 
29:11: “‘For I know the plans 
I have for you,’ declares the 
Lord, ‘plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.’”
	 The Impact Award will 
be presented at the St. Paul’s 
Alumni and Friends Dinner 
scheduled for May 15, 2021 
at Seasoned Catering, 316 
Second Ave. SW in Cullman. 
Tickets for the event will be 
available through the website 
www.stpaulscullman.com  
beginning April 1.

Service (from Front)
lunch for Harmony students, 
the staff also feeds those in 
the preschool, as the short-
term alternative students at 
Jones Chapel. 
	 “They are in there early 
getting breakfast made and 
getting lunches, but then they 
have the Wednesday meals 
where they send home meals 
with kids for a week (for) the 
kids that don’t have some-
thing, possibly, to eat,” said 
Sullins.
	 “Also, (they prepare) af-
ter-school meals. Each kid 
goes home every day with a 
snack- a meal to take and eat 
when they get home from 
school. The ladies have that 
ready also.” 
	 If that doesn’t sound ex-
hausting enough, the women 
also maintain an immacu-

lately clean kitchen, and do-
ing the extra work required 
because of COVID-19 is de-
scribed as “impressive” by 
Sullins, who stressed that the 
lunchroom is the backbone of 
the school. 
	 “If a kid is hungry, they 
don’t care anything about 
learning,” he said. “They love 
and care for our students, and 
it shows.” 
	 Finally, Sullins said, 
“Thanks for all they do for us, 
because they are there for the 
kids and we are all in this to-
gether and it takes everyone 
at school to go through this.
	 “Hopefully we are on the 
backside of this pandemic. 
They have done it with a great 
attitude and a smile and that 
means a lot in today’s climate 
for our staff and students.”
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Obituary Announcements: March 12

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Speak with one of our licensed funeral directors
today for special pricing on Direct Cremation,

Cremation with a Memorial Service, or Funeral
Services followed by Cremation.

HOLLY POND FUNERAL HOME

161 BROOKLYN ROAD, HOLLY POND, AL | 256-796-0333

SPECIAL PRICING ON
CREMATIONS OPTION

TRADITIONAL “CARE” BURIAL FUNERAL PACKAGES
C U R R E N T L Y  B E G I N  A T  $ 3 , 9 9 5 .  A D D I T I O N A L  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E .

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D  S I N C E  1 9 9 8

T H I S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  D O E S  N O T  O W N  A  C R E M A T O R Y .

Elmer Revis Bryant, 
Jr., 65, of Jones Chapel 
Funeral service for Mr. 
Elmer Revis Bryant, 
Jr., 65, of Jones Chapel, 
will be 2 p.m. Saturday, 
March 13, 2021 at Jones 
Chapel First Baptist 
Church.  The family 
will receive friends 
prior to the service for 
11 a.m. until 2 p.m. Rev. 
Chris Chambliss will 
officiate the service. The 
interment will follow at 
Jones Chapel Cemetery. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve 
the Bryant family. 
Mr. Bryant was born 
November 24, 1955 to 
Elmer Revis, Sr. and 
Bonnie Sue Wilcutt 
Bryant. He passed from 
this life on March 10, 
2021 at his residence.  
He loved working on 
the farm, with cattle 
and chickens.  Mr. 
Bryant worked with his 
dad for nearly 20 years 
at the Birmingham 
Housing Authority.  
He loved fishing and 
Alabama football 
games. Mr. Bryant was 
preceded in death by his 
grandparents, Luther & 
Rosa Wilcutt and Noah 
Revis & Evelyn Bryant; 
father, Elmer Revis 
Bryant, Sr.; brother, 
Samuel Anthony 
Bryant; and nephew, 
Jason Speakman. He is 
survived by his mother, 
Bonnie Bryant; brothers, 
Dana Joe Bryant and 
Chris (Tonya) Bryant; 
sisters, Susan Bryant 
and Brenda (DeWayne) 
Speakman; nieces 
and nephews, Josh 
Speakman, Jacynthia 
(Jacob) Moses, Melanie 
O’Rear, Matthew O’Rear, 
Shannon (Lindsey) 
Bryant, Michael 

Yates, and Carmen 
Bryant; great nieces 
and nephews, Braxton 
Bryant, Tyler Moses, 
and Lily Kate Bryant; 
and a host of family 
and friends. Friend 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
c o m .

Ernie Madison 
Pannell, 78, of Cullman
Mr. Ernie Madison 
Pannell, age 78, of 
Cullman, Alabama 
passed away on Tuesday, 
March 9, 2021 at his 
residence surrounded 
by his family. Ernie was 
born December 20, 1942 
in Akron, Ohio to Burley 
Madison and Ruth 
Gable Pannell. Ernie 
is survived by his wife: 
Linda Bradford Pannell; 
sons: Christopher 
(Joy) Pannell, Michael 
(Karen) Pannell; 
grandchildren: Holly 
(Nathan) Brown, Shelby 
(Joseph) Marks; Five 
great grandchildren; 
and sister: Sandy Gable; 
brothers: John Pannell, 
Paul Pannell. Ernie 
was preceded in death 
by his parents. Daisy 
Mae loved her Paw and 
misses him terribly. 
Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.
m o s s s e r v i c e f h . c o m 
for the Pannell family.

Del Mason Brock, 
79, of Cullman
Del Mason Brock, 79, 
passed away at his home 
in Cullman, Alabama 
on March 8, 2021. Del 
was born on July 25, 
1941 to Barney and 
Lee Mason Brock in 
Oakland, California. 
Del graduated Cullman 

High School in 1960 
and Harding College in 
1964. He was blessed 
with a deep bass voice 
and toured with the 
Belles & Beaus at 
Harding College where 
he also played football 
on a scholarship. After 
college, he taught and 
coached football at 
Cullman High School for 
several years. Del and 
his father established 
the Brock Miracle Egg 
Farm in 1979. Del’s 
life was shaped by his 
parents’ years serving 
at Childhaven. His most 
significant years and 
passion were his work 
for the Lord. He taught 
a young adult class and 
was a song leader at 
the Cullman Church 
of Christ for decades. 
He also served as an 
Elder. Moss-Service 
Funeral Home in charge 
of arrangements. He is 
survived by his wife of 
57 years, Sheila Mitchell 
Brock; two children, son 
Nate (Elizabeth) Brock; 
daughter Kelly Brock 
(Tony) Shadix; five 
grandchildren: Arden 
Brock, Luke Brock, 
Brock (Nicole) Shadix, 
Noah Shadix, and 
Kathryn Shadix; two 
great-grandchildren; 
and sister Wrenda 
(Roger) Humphrey.

Linda Sue Brooks, 
71, of Vinemont
Linda Sue Brooks, age 71, 
of Vinemont, Alabama 
passed away on Tuesday, 
March 9, 2021. Linda was 
born November 14, 1949 
in Falkville, Alabama 
to W.S. and Montez 
Caldwell Russell. Linda 
is survived by daughter: 
Lisa (Gene) Mayfield; 
sons: Samuel Badalucco, 

Matt Badalucco; 
grandchildren: Tyler 
Badalucco, Zac 
Badalucco, Amanda 
(Donny) Hall, Ryan 
(Hunter) Gillilan, Josh 
Badalucco, Brittney 
(Jake) Harden; great 
grandchildren: Jackson, 
Abbigayle, Scarlett, 
Emma, Paisley, Easton, 
Gabe, Bjorn, Maverick, 
Dakota, Madden; and 
sisters: Shirley Karl, 
Margaret (Rick) Cassell, 
Tona (David) Lashley, 
Terri (Jimmy) Hall. 
Linda was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
and husband: Lonnie 
Brooks. A celebration of 
life visitation for Linda 
will be held Saturday, 
March 13, 2021 from 
12 p.m. until 2 p.m. at 
Moss-Service Funeral 
Home, 1901 2nd Avenue, 
N.W., Cullman, Alabama 
35055. A celebration of 
life funeral service will 
follow at 2 p.m. A burial 
will occur at Fellowship 
Cemetery, 5400 US 
Hwy. 278 W, Cullman, 
Alabama 35057. 
Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.
m o s s s e r v i c e f h . c o m 
for the Brooks family.

Bobbie Nell Murray, 
78, of Double Springs
Bobbie Nell Murray, 
78, of Double Springs, 
Alabama entered into 
rest on Wednesday, 
March 10, 2021 at 
Huntsville Hospital 
Emergency Room. 
Mrs. Murray was born 
on April 22, 1942 in 
Alabama. Bobbie was 
an employee of 20 
years at Drummond 
Coal Company where 
she worked in many 
different positions. After 

leaving Drummond, 
Mrs. Murray went 
back to school to 
become an operating 
room technician. Mrs. 
Bobbie absolutely 
loved working in the 
operating room and 
worked there until 
she retired. Visitation 
will be held on Sunday, 
March 14, 2021 from 12 
p.m. until 1:30 p.m. at 
Nichols Funeral Home 
in Double Springs. A 
graveside service will 
be held at 2 p.m. in 
Pinetucky Missionary 
Baptist Church 
Cemetery in Double 
Springs, Alabama, 
where burial will follow. 
Damon Williamson 
will be officiating. 
Bobbie is survived 
by her daughters, 
Vanda (Tony) Aaron 
and Donna (Bobby) 
Harris; a sister, Janice 
(Robert) Poppenhusen; 
grandchildren, Damon 
(Stephanie) Williamson, 
Devin (Rob) Coble, 
Courtney Hamby, Clint 
(Rusti) Harris, and 
Emily (Seth) Cheatham; 
great grandchildren, 
Dakota Morris, 
Brayden Williamson, 
Blaine Coble, Canaan 
Williamson, Trent 
Marks, Colden Mertens, 
Avery Hamby, Ansley 
Hamby, Daryl Coble, 
Bobby Coble, Patricia 

Miles, Kruz Cheatham, 
Kannen Cheatham, 
Hunter Ellis, and Cade 
Harris; great great 
grandchildren, Cooper 
Miles, Rosie Miles, and  
Nate Miles; honorary 
grandsons, Eli Dempsey, 
Hunter Sutherland, 
Jessie Todd, and Rhett 
Guthrie; and very special 
friend, Rebecca Guthrie. 
She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Arthur W. “Bill” Murray; 
son, Robert Charles 
“Bubba” Davis; parents, 
Charles H. and Lonella 
Christine Jones; and 
sister, Peggye Alexander.

Jeremy Zerock 
Elliott, 49, of Cullman
Jeremy Zerock Elliott, 
age 49, of Cullman, 
passed away on 
Thursday, March 11, 
2021. He was born 
November 9, 1971, to 
Jerry and Wanda Elliott. 
He was preceded in 
death by his father, 
Jerry Elliott. Survivors 
include his wife, Jennie 
Elliott; sons, Silas 
(Cristin) Elliott and 
Zac (Brittni) Witcher; 
daughter, Allie (Justin) 
Trakle; grandson, 
Liam Witcher; mother, 
Wanda Barger; and 
brother, Shawn Elliott. 
C u l l m a n - H e r i t a g e 
Funeral Home in 
charge of arrangements. 

Meeting (from Front)
list of achievements during 
the challenging 2019/2020 
academic year, shared by Su-
perintendent Dr. Shane Bar-
nette:

•	 Highest average senior 
ACT composite score

•	 Highest attendance rate

•	 Blue Ribbon Lighthouse 
School 

•	 Tied for the highest grad-
uation rate at a full 100%

•	 One of two high schools 
with an “A” on the last state 
report card

•	 Second highest percent-
age of students passing the 
ACT WorkKeys test 

•	 County champion in boys 
and girls cross country

•	 State champions in cross 
country

•	 Girls basketball area & re-
gional champions

•	 Sportsmanship Award 
winner

•	 Second highest overall 
faculty and staff attendance 
rate

After receiving the giant 
School of Excellence trophy 
on behalf of his school, Cold 
Springs Principal Eric Dick-
erson told The Tribune, “Ob-
viously, we’re really proud . . . 
We knew that we had a great 
year.

	 “We have great kids, great 
staff and, as (Dr. Barnette) 
said, our standardized test 
scores were great, attendance 
was great.
	 “It was really just a per-
fect storm. Athletics- we won 
a state title and state run-
ners- up. Just a year that ev-
erything kind of went right.”
	 Dickerson particular-
ly commended the senior 
class that graduated in the 
midst of the early days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
expressed sorrow that their 
senior year experiences were 
cut short.
	 The principal spoke well 
of all his students and their 
response to the challenges of 
the pandemic, saying, “Every 
time we challenged them, 
they exceeded whatever mark 
we put in front of them. It was 
just an unbelievable year, and 
it was a collective effort by a 
lot of people.”

System achievements
Barnette invited all prin-
cipals in attendance to the 
front of the room, and took 
a few moments to tout the 
achievements of schools 
across the system:

•	 94.58% graduation rate, 
the highest in the history of 
the county system

•	 Cold Springs and 
Vinemont graduation rates of 
100%

•	 99.04% college and career 
readiness rate, also the high-
est in system history

•	 Good Hope, Holly Pond, 
Vinemont and West Point 
college and career readiness 
rates of 100%

Facility improvements 
CCBOE Maintenance Di-
rector John McKinney 
presented a list of facility 
improvements recently com-
pleted or currently underway 
at schools across the system:

•	 Secondary entryways 
(an entrance security fea-
ture) are being installed 
at Parkside, all Hanceville 
schools, Holly Pond High 
School, Fairview Elementary 
and High Schools, Vinemont 
Elementary School and Good 
Hope High School.

•	 At Harmony School, a 
fence is being installed to 
help secure the campus.

•	 Painting of the ceiling and 
replacement of lower hall 
flooring is underway at West 
Point High School.

•	 Outdoor classrooms are 
being built at Hanceville Ele-
mentary and Vinemont High 
School.

•	 A fenced parking lot has 
been built at West Point High 
School where bus drivers can 
park.

•	 Certain bathrooms at 
Good Hope High School are 
being remodeled.

•	 A new storefront has been 
installed at CATA Culinary 
Arts.

•	 New canopies have been 
installed at West Point Inter-
mediate, Hanceville Middle 
and Vinemont Elementary 
School.

•	 Front entrance doors are 
being replaced at Holly Pond 
High and Good Hope High, 
along with one of the doors 
on the Hanceville Middle 
School gym.

•	 Cabinets are being built 
for the new Home Economics 
building at Holly Pond High 
School.

•	 New electrical plugs have 
been installed at West Point 
Elementary and Good Hope 
High School.

•	 All roll-up doors are being 
replaced.

•	 Bids are being accepted 
for new flooring at Vinemont 

High, Holly Pond Elementary 
Library, Vinemont Elemen-
tary Library and West Point 
Middle Library

•	 McKinney said he was 
seeking quotes for a set of 
bathrooms at Holly Pond 
High football stadium.

Upcoming plans include:
•	 Remodeling the nurse’s 
office at Holly Pond Elemen-
tary School

•	 Addressing draining is-
sues around the K-1 build-
ing at Fairview Elementary 
School

•	 Painting all the outside 
cornice at Cold Springs Ele-
mentary School

•	 Painting the canopy in 
front of Holly Pond Middle 
School gym and the canopy 

in front of Hanceville Middle 
gym

•	 Replacing the bathroom 
stalls at the Hanceville Ele-
mentary gym

•	 Replacing front entrance 
doors and a portion of sid-
ing on Edmondson Hall at 
Hanceville Middle School

•	 Pouring a sidewalk at 
Vinemont Middle School 
that will connect the east 
exit doors to the faculty gym 
parking lot

The Cullman County Board 
of Education meets on the 
second Thursday of each 
month in the central office 
board room, with work ses-
sions at 3:30 p.m. and regular 
meetings immediately fol-
lowing. The public is invited 
to attend.
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Bill Smith Used Cars
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STK#17084A

2016 HYUNDAI SANTA FE SPORT

$16,000

STK#17025B

2008 NISSAN ALTIMA

$7,500

STK#17695A

2015 CHEVROLET EQUINOX

$12,897

STK#08355A

2012 CHEVROLET EQUINOX

$11,897

STK#01209

2016 TOYOTA TACOMA

$26,897

STK#17676A

2014 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD

$21,897

STK#17426B
2009 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

$12,897

STK#17340A

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

$26,850

STK#17590A

2016 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE

$16,100

STK#17560A

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER

$18,900

STK#17551A

2014 KIA SORTENTO

$7,897

STK#17407C

2014 GMC SIERRA 1500

$20,897

STK#14111A

2013 FORD ESCAPE

$11,587

STK#17662A

2014 MERCEDES BENZ M CLASS

$28,897

STK#08259B

2013 FORD F-150

$16,700
2016 GMC YUKON

$28,000

STK#17558A

2012 BMW 5351

$18,897

STK#08284C

2016 TOYOTA 4RUNNER

$27,897

STK#17040D

2014 TOYOTA RAV4

$18,897

STK#17734A

2009 TOYOTA COROLLA

$7,897

STK#00506

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1915 2ND AVE NW
CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256.735.2898

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Hanceville prepares for upcoming 
Irish Festival and yard sale weekend

HANCEVILLE, Ala. – The 
City of Hanceville has set this 
year’s dates for the annual 
free clean-up week and yard 
sale weekend. The free clean-
up will run from April 26-30 
with the permit-free yard 
sale weekend April 23 and 24. 
	 Mayor Kenneth Nail re-
minded Hanceville residents 
that all garbage needs to be 

put out for pick-up prior to 
6am on Friday April 30. 
	 The Hanceville City 
Council appointed Mayor 
Nail as the city’s voting del-
egate at the 2021 Alabama 
League of Municipalities 
Convention coming up May 
12-15. Mayor Pro Tem Jim 
Sawyer explained, “On the 
14th, that is the day that the 
business session takes place. 
During that business session, 
we are allowed one person to 

be a voting designee.”
	 Two alternatives are also 
required for the convention. 
The council selected council 
member Kim Brown as first 
alternate and council mem-
ber John Stam as the second 
alternate. 
	 The new pavilion project 
at C.W. Day Park is nearing 
completion. Nail thanked the 
Hanceville Public Works for 
their hard work and encour-
aged the community to visit 

the park. 
	 This Saturday is the 4th 
Annual Irish Festival in 
downtown Hanceville.
	 Festival organizer No-
lan Bradford gave an update 
to the council. Close to 20 
vendors are registered with 
a day of great entertainment 
planned. The festival runs 
from 9am-5pm. 
	 The next council meeting 
is scheduled for March 25 at 
5:30pm in City Hall. 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

Mayor Kenneth Nail and council member Patty Dean join 
on video as they, along with council member Stam, listen to 
Hanceville Police Chief Bob Long give his report to the council.

CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Dodge City (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. – The 
Dodge City Town Council on 
Thursday evening selected 
and seated community native 
Heather Langley as its new-
est member, filling the vacant 
seat of Murray Lowe, who re-
signed last month as he and 
his wife prepared to move 
away from Dodge City.
	 Langley told The Tri-
bune, “I’ve lived in Dodge 
City my whole life; I was born 
and raised her, same proper-
ty, and so were my children. 
And after the passing of my 
great-, grandparents and my 
dad, and then seeing (Coun-

cilwoman) Inez’s (McDon-
ald’s) husband- he passed 
away recently- I realized that 
if someone either my age or 
younger doesn’t get involved 
and start caring, then every-
thing that these people have 
worked for is just going to go 
to the wind. Someone has to 
get involved and keep tradi-
tions and things and momen-
tum going.”
	 Langley talked about the 
tremendous growth she has 
seen in the area since her 
childhood, saying that she 
wants to help the town con-
tinue to grow.

Challenge over gaming ma-
chines

On Langley’s opening night, 
the council heard from Jef-
frey Hefner, owner of the 
Little Vegas Thrift Store, 
who came to question May-
or Tawana Canada over her 
reported refusal to renew 
his business license after he 
installed gaming machines 
in his business. Hefner com-
plained that the Town has 
denied him a license renew-
al over the machines while 
a truck stop in town has the 
same machines, adding a 
claim that the Cullman Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Office 
approved the machines. He 
said that he will go to the Al-
abama Attorney General’s Of-
fice and asked if a letter from 

that office would satisfy the 
mayor. 
	 Canada replied, “If the at-
torney general says yes, those 
machines are legal, then yes, 
I will give you a business li-
cense, but not till the sher-
iff, someone from his office, 
someone with authority, 
gives me written notice that I 
can put on file.”
	 Hefner told The Tribune 
that the machines in his 
place of business are “skill 
machines” which are legal in 
Alabama, the same as those 
common in bingo parlors.
	 The Tribune reached out 
to Cullman County Sheriff 
Matt Gentry, who said that 
Hefner’s machines were re-

cently inspected by the AG’s 
Office and were found to be 
out of compliance with state 
gaming machine regulations, 
so the sheriff’s office deliv-
ered a notice of removal to 
the business.

Other council business
The council approved:

•	 A payment to the Ala-
bama Department of Envi-
ronmental Management of 
$4,290 for Underground In-
jection Control (UIC) fees.

•	 The addition of a part-
time temporary maintenance 
worker to augment current 
staff with road cleaning, the 

town park and ponds at the 
sewage treatment plant at $9 
per hour. The job will be ad-
vertised soon, and applicants 
must be at least 18, have a 
driver’s license and submit to 
a drug screen.

•	 The installation of a 
streetlight on the road out-
side Finishing Touch Body 
Shop and Detail, to make the 
entrance more visible to tow 
trucks coming to the shop af-
ter dark.

The Dodge City Town Coun-
cil meets at 6 p.m. on the sec-
ond Thursday of each month 
at Dodge City Town Hall. The 
public is invited to attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com


