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A SURVIVAL STORY
Noted human trafficking expert to 
offer training in Cullman County

» PAGE 7» PAGE 7

– EDUCATION –

Can’t go on the field trip? 
EES brings the field trip to the students

HEALTH

Cullman Regional receives emergency 
CON approval for expansion project

CULLMAN, Ala. – Field 
trips have largely gone by 
the wayside this year due to 
safety precautious around 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but 
that doesn’t mean students 
won’t be visiting a few of the 
elementary hallmarks this 
school year in a different way.
	 Instead of going there, 
the field trips have had to 
come to them.

	 With East Elementary 
School fourth graders un-
able to physically visit the 
USS Alabama Museum in 
Mobile due to the pandemic, 
the classes instead had the 
opportunity to check out an 
online tour as part of a vir-
tual, 360-degree experience 
online. The tour fits into the 
Alabama history curriculum 
that teaches students about 
historical events and how 
they affected Alabamians, 
spanning from the prehis-

toric era through the World 
Wars.
	 “We love being able to 
take local field trips that 
allow kids to experience 
history, but with COVID re-
strictions this year, we had 
to be creative and look for 
ways to bring the amazing 
sites around our state into 
our classroom,” East Ele-
mentary fourth grade teach-
er Lindsey Howard said. 
“Thankfully, many places 
offer videos, photos and de-

scriptions on their websites, 
but the 360-degree virtual 
experiences are what our 
kids became most excited 
about. Those are really hard 
to find.”
	 Every fourth grade class 
participated in the field trip 
at different times, getting 
a first-hand look and walk 
through of the historic, re-
tired battleship that has 
served as a popular museum 
destination since the 1960s. 
	 “During the 

CULLMAN COUNTY, Ala. 
– Kathy Wilson, director of 
the Cullman County Hu-
man Trafficking Task Force, 
announced that Amy Joy, a 
human trafficking survivor 
who went on to become a so-
cial worker, psychologist and 
lecturer on human traffick-
ing response and prevention, 
will be in Cullman County 
on Friday, Apr. 16, 2021 for a 
one-day seminar at Daystar 
Church, 200 Daystar Dr. in 
Good Hope. Joy 

	 Joy is the founder/CEO 
of Human Trafficking Edu-
cation Seminars. According 
to the task force, “She has 
spent the last decade helping 
survivors of sex trafficking, 
developing educational pro-
grams on childhood trauma, 
its impact on the develop-
ing person and Dissociative 
Identity Disorder. She has 
earned a Bachelor’s degree 
in Social Work and a Master’s 
degree in Public Adminis-
tration, both from the Uni-
versity of Michigan, and is 
currently earning her PhD. in 
Psychology. Amy 

Cullman City Schools
Contributor

W.C. Mann, Kathy Wilson
Contributors

Students explore the USS Alabama museum virtually as part of an online field 
trip local fourth graders participated in earlier this month.

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

CULLMAN, Ala. – The 
Health Care Authority of 
Cullman County/ Cullman 

Regional Board of Directors 
announced March 17 that 
they have received Emer-
gency Alabama Certificate of 
Need (CON) approval to add 
an additional 30 beds to the 

hospital, including 13 addi-
tional critical care beds. 
	 During the final months 
of 2020 and into 2021, Cull-
man Regional’s Critical Care 
reached a capacity of 200%, 

meaning there were twice as 
many critical care patients as 
critical care beds available. 
This was the highest capac-
ity of any ICU in the United 
States. 

Lindsey P. Dossey
Contributor
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Left: Leo Chavez, right: Robert Alan Peak
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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CRIME

Four prisoners 
escape Cullman 
County Jail; 
convicted 
murderer at large

WEATHER

NWS: at least one EF-1 
tornado in Cullman 
County Wednesday » PAGE 8
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Th u r s d a y , 
March 18, 2021 
COVID-19 update 
from the Ala-

bama Department of Public 
Health’s COVID-19 Dash-
board Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK) 

Case details
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
AL: 397,477 (+480 since yes-
terday) 
•	 Probable cases in AL: 
112,571 (+92 since yester-
day)   
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in AL: 8,191 (+25 since yes-
terday)             
•	 Probable deaths in AL: 
2,200
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co.: 6,290 (+12 
since yesterday) 
•	 Probable cases in Cull-
man Co.: 2,961 (+2 since yes-
terday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Cullman Co.: 122 (+0 
since yesterday)
•	 Probable deaths in Cull-
man Co.: 63
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co.: 38,557
•	 Total tested in the last 14 
days in Cullman Co.: 2,574
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Cullman Co.: 268
•	 Total tested in Alabama: 

2,367,598
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Alabama: 12,391
•	 Total tested in the last 14 
days in Alabama: 152,898
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 386
•	 Cumulative no. of hospi-
talizations in Alabama (re-
ported M-F): 47,030
•	 Presumed recoveries in 
Alabama (reported weekly): 
310,742

Vaccine details (updated 
Monday-Friday)
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 1,987,025
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 1,619,685
•	 Doses administered: 
1,364,631
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
866,236 
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine se-
ries: 459,636 (number did 
not update Thursday)
•	 Doses delivered to feder-
al Long-Term Care Program: 
292,530

Alabamians in Phases 1a and 
1b, as well as people older 
than 65, are eligible to re-
ceive a vaccine. The ADPH 
announced Friday, March 
12 that all people in Phase 

1c will be eligible beginning 
March 22.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c o v i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s e t s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

DAILY UPDATE 
FROM ADPH

Alabama ranked 9th in 
the country in vaccinating 
most vulnerable citizens
A study published in the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) Mor-
bidity and Mortality Week-
ly Report (MMWR) March 
17 issue looked at how well 
states in the country are 
vaccinating their highly vul-
nerable citizens. Alabama 
scored ninth best in the 
country at reaching the most 
vulnerable Alabamians. 
The complete report can be 
viewed here, www.cdc.gov/
m mw r/ v o l u m e s / 7 0/ w r/
pdfs/mm7012e1-H.pdf 

County-level COVID-19 
vaccine distribution data 
now available on dash-
board
A new feature on the ADPH 
COVID-19 dashboard pro-

vides vaccination informa-
tion for each of Alabama’s 67 
counties, including percent 
of Alabama residents ages 
16 years or older receiving 
one or more doses of vaccine 
and the total number of dos-
es administered in the coun-
ty. To navigate, go to arcg.
is/0brSGjand use the drop-
down menu in the top right 
corner of the screen to select 
the county and select the “% 
Receiving Vaccine” tab at 
the bottom of the screen. 
Hover your mouse and click 
the county on the map to 
view the latest data in a sep-
arate window. In addition, 
there is now a graphical 
representation showing the 
number of vaccines admin-
istered statewide by date, 
beginning with December 
15, on the “Doses Adminis-
tered” tab.  The graph indi-
cates that March 11 was the 
highest day with 5,972 in-
jections given. The hub also 
contains a risk indicator 
map and K-12 school data.

County health department 
inclement weather clo-
sures
The Alabama Department 
of Public Health (ADPH) 
plans for management of 
vaccines in severe weather 

events. Plans include back-
up generators and alterna-
tive storage sites. ADPH has 
lost no COVID-19 vaccine 
as a result of yesterday’s se-
vere weather. Local county 
health departments that had 
to close to protect the safety 
of patients and employees 
rescheduled appointments 
for vaccines today and over 
the next few days.

National Guard COVID-19 
vaccination clinics
Governor Kay Ivey has acti-
vated the Alabama National 
Guard (ALNG) to set up mo-
bile sites to bring COVID-19 
vaccinations to underserved 
and rural counties through-
out Alabama. The ALNG 
will be working closely with 
the Alabama Department of 
Public Health (ADPH), the 
Alabama Emergency Man-
agement Agency (AEMA), 
and local county Emergency 
Management Agency staff to 
provide vaccinations in the 
counties listed on this page. 
Clinic information ordered 
by date of first dose can be 
found at www.alabamapub-
lichealth.gov/covid19vac-
cine/ng-clinics.html. The 
website also includes flyers 
to promote each clinic and 
vaccination forms that will 

need to be reviewed and 
completed prior to receiving 
a vaccination.  

COVID-19 Vaccination El-
igibility Check and Sched-
uling Portal instructions
Our online portal, http://
alcovidvaccine.gov, is avail-
able to help you check your 
eligibility for the COVID-19 
vaccine and to make ap-
pointments for COVID-19 
vaccinations at our county 
health departments. For 
step-by-step instructions 
on using the portal, a flyer 
is available at go.usa.gov/
xsfM3

Thursday, March 18 up-
date from Cullman Region-
al Medical Center
•	 3 COVID positive pa-
tients; of those, 0 COVID 
patients are currently on 
ventilators.
•	 Cullman Regional has 
reported 175 COVID deaths 
to ADPH. Of these patients, 
123 were from Cullman 
County. 

“Please continue to follow 
precautions to prevent the 
spread of infection – wash 
hands, social distance and 
wear a mask when you can-
not social distance.”

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported March 18, 2021. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
March 15
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; un-
lawful possession drug para-
phernalia; CR 437
•	 burglary; CR 1043
•	 theft of property; CR 1453
•	 harassment; CR 216
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; CR 386
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; CR 437

March 16
•	 theft of property; CR 1809
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana; 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia; CR 940
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
CR 1030
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
278 W.
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia; CR 386

March 17

•	 domestic violence; CR 
1507
•	 theft of property; CR 1219
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; CR 520
•	 theft of property; CR 950
•	 theft of property; CR 1087
ARRESTS
March 15
Blood, Justin Aaron; 45
•	 possession of child por-
nography 

Boatright, Jimmy Stephen; 
48
•	 FTA- DUI (alcohol)

Key, Seth Patrick; 38
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana 
•	 FTA- driving while sus-
pended

Odell, Monica Coleen; 40
•	 unlawful possession 
methamphetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Scott, Ella Katherine; 30
•	 unlawful possession of 
methamphetamine 

March 16
Addison, Byron Timothy; 46
•	 FTA- driving without 
driver’s license 

Cantrell, Jerimiah Ross; 24
•	 FTA- improper lane us-
age

Chitwood, Terry Eugene; 42
•	 FTA- improper lights

Cofield, William Anthony 

Jr.; 40
•	 receiving stolen property 
$1,500 or more

Freeman, Jessie Keith; 31
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense

Holder, Donald William; 53
•	 Diversion Violation- pos-
session of amphetamine
•	 Diversion Violation- ille-
gal distribution of controlled 
substance 
•	 Diversion Violation- lar-
ceny/theft of lost property 

Johnson, George Michael; 
32
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana 

Johnson, Kim Taylor; 49
•	 Family offense-causing of 
delinquency, dependency or 
need for supervision 

Lynn, Jonathon Paul, 38
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense

Martin, Dakota James, 20
•	 FTA- minor in possession 
of alcohol 
•	 FTA- possession of tax-
paid alcoholic beverages for 
private use

Owen, Jason Paul; 38
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Peak, Robert Alan; 30
•	 receiving stolen property 
$1,500 or more

Pettus, Rebecca Susanne; 47
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana 
•	 improper lights

Smith, Kyle Allen; 54
•	 FTA- negotiating worth-
less instrument 

Thursby, Jessica Leigh; 31
•	 Probation Violation- 
third-degree burglary, do-
mestic violence
•	 Probation Violation- re-
ceiving stolen property 

Waters, Michelle Leann; 26
•	 drug trafficking 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 

March 17
Bolan, Chelsie Nicole; 20
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Gibson, Jerry Lee; 40
•	 FTA- assault-reckless en-
dangerment 

Power, Jeannie Marie; 47
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-

gerous drugs

Ragsdale, Skylar William; 
23
•	 FTA- assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana 
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- illegal possession of 
prescription drugs

Sapp, Michael Gweinn, 31
•	 FTA- burglary-non-resi-
dence-force

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
March 15
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; third-degree theft 
of property; Hwy. 157; miscel-
laneous; $32
•	 leaving scene of accident; 
person; Hwy. 157 and Hwy. 
278; damage to ’97 Buick LeS-
abre; $3,000

March 16
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wild Thang; 2nd 
Ave SW; miscellaneous; $294
•	 leaving scene of accident; 
person; damage to ’13 Chevy 
Tahoe; $3,000
•	 third-degree theft of 
property; Lowe’s; Chero-
kee Ave SW; miscellaneous; 
$1,095
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit card; person; miscella-
neous charges

March 17
•	 criminal mischief; Cull-
man Chrysler Dodge Jeep; 
Benchmark Way SW; dam-
aged vehicles
•	 theft of property; person; 
4th St. SW; phone; $400
ARRESTS
March 16
Harbin, Kerry D.; 50
•	 Grand Jury Indictment- 
third-degree robbery

Powers, Rainey N.; 31
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass

Addison, Byron T.; 46
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- attempt to elude
•	 FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal trespass
•	 FTA- certain persons for-
bidden to possess pistol
•	 FTA- driving while re-
voked
•	 FTA- expired tag
•	 FTA- expired tag
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
•	 FTA- driving without li-
cense 

March 17
Ryan, Christopher P.; 52
•	 Grand Jury Indictment- 
third-degree theft of proper-
ty 

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune Staff
Contributor

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported March 18

CULLMAN, Ala. – Early 
Tuesday evening, the Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Of-
fice (CCSO) reports, four 
inmates escaped from the 
Cullman County Detention 
Center by slipping through 
an air vent near a shower and 
breaking through metal on 
an outer wall before jumping 
from the second floor. One 
inmate, Justin Long, was in-
jured in the leap. 
	 Long and Tyler Dooley  
are back in custody after they 
were located on Hart Drive 
SE off Bolte Road not far 
from the jail.
	 Leo Chavez and Robert 
Alan Peak remain at large. 
Chavez was convicted earli-

er this year of the 2017 mur-
ders of his parents in Blount 
County; he was being held 
in Cullman County through 
an agreement with Blount 
County.
	 Peak was arrested in 
Cullman County in Novem-
ber 2020 for first-degree 
theft of property and unlaw-
ful breaking and entering of a 
motor vehicle 
	 A perimeter was set up 
around the neighborhood 
where Dooley and Long were 
captured, where officers 
from CCSO and the Cullman 
Police Department began a 
search. 
	 Officers from the Blount 
County Sheriff’s Office joined 
the search.
 	 Multiple agencies are 
on the scene in Cullman, in-

cluding both county sheriffs’ 
offices, Cullman Police, State 
Troopers and U.S. Marshals.

Reward offered
According to Sheriff Gentry, 
the U.S. Marshals Service 
is offering a $5,000 reward 
for information leading to 
the capture of Chavez, and 
$2,500 for Peak.
	 Gentry urged anyone who 
sees the escapees, “Make 
sure to use extreme caution 
with Chavez.” 
	 Anyone with information 
can call 911 or reach CCSO at 
256-734-0342, or the Blount 
County Sheriff’s Office at 
205-625-4912 or -4913. Both 
offices can be reached via so-
cial media.  

This is a developing story.

Prisoners (from Front)
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Items For Sale! 
   Special Edition Barbies - Millennium Princess and Pocahontas 
Winter Moon. Both still in box, in mint condition.  
   Hand blown Lenox Crystal glassware. Never used, excellent 
condition. Set of 4, black.  
   Royal Kent Bavarian Rose china. Set includes dinner plates, salad 
plates, soup bowls, platter, and creamer, but is missing sugar bowl 
and teacups. Barely used, in great condition.  
Call or email for pricing and photos on all items. 

(256) 590-7655 
samanthavest2788@gmail.com 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com
“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe at 
East Side Baptist Church, 
1111 Third St. SE in Cull-
man
• Please wear a mask/
face covering.

Baileyton Bargain 
Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require 
a larger donation. There 
will be some restrictions 
and product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks 
accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome) 
Monday and Thursday 
nights from 7-8 p.m. 
at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace 
Episcopal Church, 305 
Arnold St. NE Cullman. 
Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-
2209 or 256-708-1340

Church Services- Spir-
it Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to 
receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Classes- Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m. Children and 
youth classes. Adult 
class, “The Phases of Ar-
mageddon” by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pick-
up. Small group classes 
for adults, children and 
youth at 10 a.m. Praise 
and worship and message 
at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Our 
5 Points Ministry pro-
vide free hot meals for 
children and elderly 
3:30-5 p.m. at the Cull-
man Housing Authority 
Community Center 1545 
Vine Circle SW Please 
call Aimee at 256-841-
2060 to register or for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Kids’ activ-
ities are available. Kids 
do not have to come to 
the center to get a free 
meal. Adults can list the 
names of the children 
and do takeout meals. 
Sponsored by Kids Lov-
ing Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life 
Church.
• Friday, March 19 at 7 
p.m. Youth lock-in. A 
night of food, movies, fun 
and games!  Free for all 
teens 13-19.
• Saturday, March 20 9-11 
a.m. Drive Through Food 
Bank. Bring ID.
• Saturday, March 20  
Parents Night Out! 5-9 
p.m. Meal and snacks 
provided. Bring your 
children for a night of 
fun! Temperature checks 
will be performed.  No 

fees! Donations received 
go to the Children’s Min-
istry.
• Saturday, March 27-
Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings - serves 
children ages 1-18 in need 
of assistance to celebrate 
their birthday. Register 
your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, dec-
orations, and toys! Pick 
up is the last weekend of 
the month. Saturday-Jas-
per 5100 Curry Hwy 
Suite 100-B Jasper Al 
35504 from 3-5 pm or the 
last Sunday of the month 
at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1:00 
p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of 
box pickup.  register at 
https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045    
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-7478.
• Wednesday, March 31 
7 p.m. - Easter Revival. 
Communion and Foot 
washing. Everyone wel-
come!
• Saturday, April 3 2-5-
p.m. - Easter Community 
Celebration.  Free food, 
Easter Egg hunt, boun-
cy houses and games for 
children.  Everyone in-
vited!

Free Community Din-
ner at Center Hill Bap-
tist Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 
Wednesday of every 
month we will be offering 
a Free Community Din-
ner. Church members, 
community members, 
neighbors and friends 
are welcome. This will be 
takeout only. Please mes-
sage or comment with 
how many plates you will 
need to help us prepare 
enough food for every-
one. RSVP at http://bit.
ly/centerhill. 
• 13108 County Road 747, 
Hanceville, AL 35077

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere ID. 
Entrega en su vehículo. 
Por favor use mascarilla.

St. Paul’s Spring Flea 
Market 
• St. Paul’s Lutheran 
School will host a Spring 
Flea Market fundraiser 
Saturday, March 20 from 
8 a.m.-noon. Vendors will 
be located inside the gym 
and in the front parking 
lot of the school. Spaces 
are limited. Interested 
vendors should contact 
Emily Trahan at emil-
ytrahan@stpaulscull-
man.com. Find out more 
at www.stpaulscullman.
com.
• St. Paul’s is located at 
510 3rd Ave. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055.

Good Hope High School 
Pageants 
Saturday, March 20 in the 
school gymnasium. The 
Good Hope High School 
Fair Queen Representa-
tive Pageant will begin at 
4 p.m., and the Miss Good 
Hope Heritage Princess 
and Miss Good Hope 
Heritage Pageants begin 
at 5 p.m. Admission is $7.

Food Drive with Come-
dian Darren Knight
• Wednesday, March 24 
from noon-3 p.m. at Cull-
man Caring for Kids, 402 
Arnold St. NE Cullman
• Join us for a day of fun, 
laughter and a mission 
to help feed hungry chil-
dren. 

• Darren Knight (known 
as “Southern Mama”) 
will be accompanied by 
fellow comedians “Red 
Squirrel and Gary Car-
gal.”
• For every 20 cans of 
food donated, you can 
have your  photo made 
with them!

Heritage Homeschool 
Attracting Butterflies
• Thursday, March 25, 
9-11 a.m.
• We will cover the im-
portance of our native 
butterflies and how to 
help create the perfect 
habitat for them in your 
own yard. Register at 
Agriplex.com. 

Senior Easter Egg Hunt
• Friday, March 26 at 10 
a.m. at Sportsman Lake 
Park Veterans Memori-
al, 1544 Sportsman Lake 
Road NW, Cullman
• Sponsored by the Cull-
man County Commis-
sion on Aging. FREE 
admission, and lunch 
provided by the Cullman 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

Hanceville Lions Club 
Swamp John’s Dinner
Friday, March 26 from 
4-7 p.m. at the Moody 
Center in Hanceville 
(111 Michelle Street) 
Drive-thru only. Plates 
are $12. Proceeds bene-
fit the Hanceville Lions 
Club community proj-
ects. For more informa-
tion, call Kenneth Quick 
at 256-352-6397.

Knights of Columbus 
Lenten Fish Fry
• Friday, March 26 from 5 
PM to 7:30 PM - Knights 
of Columbus of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Church 
will sponsor one of their 
annual Lenten Fish Fry 
dinners at the Fami-
ly Life Center.  Due to 
COVID-19 this will be 
a drive-thru event only, 
from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm 
using the school park-
ing lot for meal pick-
ups.  Fried or baked fish, 
French fries, hush pup-
pies and coleslaw meals 
are available for $8.00 
single and $24.00 for 
families of 4 or  more.  
This event is open to the 
public with funds raised 
used for church projects 
of the Knights of Colum-
bus.
• Barbara Ragsdale. 256-
347-3471

Cemetery Clean-Up
• March 28, 2021
• The Holly Pond Home-
makers Club asks that 
all flowers be removed 
from graves at Holly 
Pond Cemetery by March 
28,2021 for cemetery 
clean-up and mowing be-
fore Easter.  Questions?  
Call Brenda at 256-531-
3342

le petit Fashion Show
• Saturday, March 29 at 
2 p.m. in the garden at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
305 Arnold St. NE, Cull-
man
• A BD Ballet Academy 
scholarship & perfor-
mance fund evet
• Tickets are $10. For res-
ervations, call 256-338-
6401 or email brooke.
desnoes@gmail.com. 

Annual Spring Clean-
up for City of Cullman 
Sanitation Customers
• March 29 – April 2, 
2021
• Place your old unwant-
ed appliances, furniture, 
mattresses, and other 
large items curbside 
on MONDAY, MARCH 

29, 2021. Crews will be 
picking up these items 
throughout that week 
(separately from your 
regular garbage and re-
cycling). This is a ser-
vice provided to our cus-
tomers at NO EXTRA 
CHARGE!
• There are some things 
we can’t pick up, though. 
We CANNOT pick up 
rocks, dirt, bricks, con-
crete, construction ma-
terials, hazardous mate-
rials or tires. And due to 
the large volume of items 
to be picked up, we will 
not be picking up brush, 
tree limbs and other yard 
waste during the week of 
March 29-April 2, 2021.
• If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the 
City of Cullman Sanita-
tion Department at 256-
737-7560 or cityhall@
cullmanal.gov.

Easter Healing Service
• April 2, 3, 4, 2021
• Healing Waters Minis-
tries at 305 3rd Ave SW 
in Cullman, AL will host 
a Healing Revival on Fri-
day, April 2nd at 7pm; 
Saturday, April 3rd at 
7pm and Sunday, April 
4th at 5:30pm.
• We are inviting every-
one in the communi-
ty, friends, family and 
those in need of a heal-
ing. Overflow parking in 
City Parking Deck. For 
more information con-
tact Mary Sue Sanford at 
(334) 306-3921.

Annual Easter Bake 
Sale
• April 3, 2021
• The Holly Pond Home-
makers Club will sponsor 
the annual Easter Bake 
Sale for the upkeep of the 
Holly Pond Cemetery on 
Saturday, April 3, 2021, 
beginning at 8:00 and 
ending at sell out.  
• Location will be at Hol-
ly Pond Town Hall.  Come 
early for better selection.  
Questions?  Call Brenda 
at 256-531-3342  or Glad-
ys at 256-338-1478.

Holly Pond Communi-
ty Easter Egg Hunt
• Saturday, April 3 at 2 
p.m. at Governor’s Park
• Children are encour-
aged to bring their own 
baskets, but some bas-
kets will be available for 
kids who do not have one 
of their own.

The American Hero 
Music Festival 
• Saturday, April 24 at 
Camp Liberty, 15719 Ala-
bama Highway 157 in the 
Battleground commu-
nity west of West Point- 
Gates open at 9 a.m., with 
the show going from 11 
a.m.-11 p.m.
• The event will feature 
headliner Black Oak Ar-
kansas along with Black-
bird Anthem, Billy Don 
Burrs, Rowdy Johnson, 
Michelle Leigh, Mercy 
Shine, Dawn Rix, Dee 
Rock and Kris Rowdy, 
as well as speakers Billy 
Howell, Jr. (veteran of 
the Special Forces unit 
that was the subject of the 
2018 film “12 Strong”), 
Navy Rear Admiral Kent 
David and Dan Robinson.
• Activities consist of 
an Airsoft shoot house, 
zip lines, food, vendors 
and giveaways, with the 
grand price being a Smith 
& Wesson M&P AR15 
style rifle.
• Lodging available 
through Camp Liberty 
(cabins, camping/RV, 
and bunk rooms)
• Get tickets at http://bit.
ly/2NLka3a. 
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$100.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$150.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt
CCoolleemmaann  CCaallllaann  --  PPaaggiinnaattiioonn  &&  GGrraapphhiicc  DDeessiiggnn

	 “We want to thank Dr. 
Swaid and the CON Board for 
their approval of this expan-
sion project,” Cullman Re-
gional CEO James Clements 
said. “This project allows us 
to create a better infrastruc-
ture for our clinical team in 
the event of another surge 
of COVID patients in the fu-
ture.” 
	 Construction recently 
began on the Emergency De-
partment Expansion project 
to add additional emergen-
cy department treatment 
rooms and dedicated be-
havioral health space in the 
Emergency Department. 
The Emergency CON allows 
this construction project to 
be expanded in order to add 
an additional 30 beds to the 
medical center. 
	 “Over the past year, our 
facility has been stretched at 
times,” said Clements. “This 
emergency CON allows us 
to accelerate the renovation 
and construction process in 
order to get ahead of any ad-

ditional COVID patient surg-
es in our future.” 
	 Since March of 2020, 
Cullman Regional has 
had over 7,200 confirmed 
COVID-19 patient days. Al-
though current COVID-19 
cases are declining, with the 
new variants of the virus cir-
culating rapidly, now is the 
time to prepare for an addi-
tional spike in hospitaliza-
tions in the not-too-distant 
future. 
	 According to an article in 
the Washington Post on Feb-
ruary 10, the new variant first 
seen in Britain is significantly 
more transmissible than the 
older variants. In the United 
States, if unimpeded, it could 
drive daily new case counts 
back to the January peaks of 
more than 200,000 increas-
ing hospitalizations and 
deaths. 
	 For more information 
about Cullman Regional, call 
at 256-737-2000 or visit on-
line at www.CullmanRegion-
al.com. 

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
Clean driving record, clean criminal record,

able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment
drug and alcohol screening, must have CDL’s, must be 21 years of 

age or older, good positive work ethics.

NO PHONE CALLS

Stop in office to fill out application
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

Approval (from Front)
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Nate Oats named finalist for both the Naismith 
and USBWA Coach of the Year Awards
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – Ala-
bama men’s basketball head 
coach Nate Oats has been 
named a finalist for the 2021 
Werner Ladder Naismith 
Men’s Coach of the Year 
and the United States Bas-
ketball Writers Association 
Henry Iba Coach of the Year 
Award, both organizations 
announced Wednesday.
	 Oats is one of four coach-
es from across the nation to 
be recognized on each list, 
joining Scott Drew (Baylor), 
Mark Few (Gonzaga) and Ju-
wan Howard (Michigan).

Nate Oats
•	 After finishing last sea-
son with a 16-15 record and 
8-10 mark in SEC play, Oats 
has guided Alabama to a 24-6 
overall record in 2020-21 and 
a 16-2 mark in Southeastern 
Conference play in his sec-
ond season at The Capstone

•	 The Tide clinched the 
program’s first regular season 
title in 19 years, since earn-
ing the 2002 regular season 
crown, and

•	 Following the regular 
season, Oats led the Crimson 
Tide to a SEC Tournament 
championship title, the first 
time its occurred in 30 years.

•	 The 16 league wins tied 

for the most in program his-
tory, matching the 1986-87 
team which also finished SEC 
play at 16-2

•	 Alabama enters the 
NCAA Tournament current-
ly ranked No. 5 in the latest 
Associated Press Top 25, 
which is its highest ranking 
in the AP Poll in the month 
of March since 2002, and No. 
5 in the USA Today Coaches 
Poll

•	 Alabama earned the No. 
2 seed in the East Region of 
the 2021 NCAA Tournament. 
which matches the high-
est seed in program history 
(2002 and 1987)

•	 Alabama’s 10-game win-
ning streak earlier in the 
year was the longest 25 years 
dating back to the 1996-97 
campaign, and their 16 league 
wins is tied for the most in 
program history (1986-87).

•	 He has an overall record 
of 36-21 (.632) across his two 
years at the Capstone and 
a 23-12 (.657) mark against 
SEC competition

For all the latest informa-
tion on the team, follow Ala-
bamaMBB on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. General 
athletic news can be found @
UA_Athletics on Twitter and 
Instagram and Alabama Ath-
letics on Facebook.

UA Athletics
rolltide.com

UA ATHLETICS

Alabama Head Coach Nate Oats has been selected as a finalist for both the Naismith and USBWA Coach of the Year Awards.

UAB Football returns to the field for spring practice No. 1

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – Re-
turning to the field for the 
first time since winning the 
2020 Conference USA Cham-
pionship, the UAB football 
team held its first of 15 spring 
practices on Tuesday morn-
ing at the Football Opera-
tions Center.

THREE THINGS 
TO KNOW

•	 Today marks 200 days 
until the Blazers open Pro-
tective Stadium on Oct. 2 
against Liberty. The season 
officially begins in 169 days 
in Montgomery as UAB faces 
Jacksonville State on Sept. 1. 
Season tickets are available 
here.

•	 Number changes: Blazer 
nation will see players in new 
numbers this season. Some 
recognizable changes include 
Kelle Sanders (#2), Ryan Da-

vis (#6), Samario Rudolph 
(#7), Trea Shropshire (#11), 
Troy Young (#11) and Austin 
McGee (#23).

•	 The Blazers return 17 
starters from last year’s team, 
along with 12 seniors who 
are utilizing their extra year 
of eligibility due to COVID. 
Most notably, UAB returns 
every starter on the offensive 
line to a unit that allowed the 
third fewest sacks nationally 
in 2020 and helped UAB rush 
for 200.0 yards per game.

HEAD COACH 
BILL CLARK

On opening spring practice 
“Today, I saw everybody 
getting better and still pro-
tecting each other. Like ev-
ery first day, we have a lot of 
things to get better at and a 
lot of things to correct. Our 
attitudes were great and they 
practiced well together.”

On how players have pre-

pared
“The thing I have been real-
ly proud of is our offseason. 
With recruiting being the 
way it is, it has allowed us to 
move spring later. I want to 
brag on all of them with how 
they have trained.”

On the ending to last season
“I think we were disappoint-
ed (to not have the bowl 
game), but our last memory 
was a championship memo-
ry. It is great memories of a 
championship. That is all we 
are thinking about. That is 
now behind us.
	 “The bullseye gets bigger 
and bigger. This team has 
high expectations. We have 
one of the toughest schedules 
in the country, so we have a 
lot of work to do.”

The Blazers are back on the 
field Thursday for their sec-
ond practice of the spring. 
Be sure to follow @UAB_FB 
on Twitter and Instagram for 
updates.

Ted Feeley
UAB Athletics

UAB ATHLETICS

The UAB Blazers hit the field for their first day of spring practice Tuesday.

B.A.S.S. postpones day 1 of Bassmaster Elite at Pickwick Lake

FLORENCE, Ala. — B.A.S.S. 
officials made a decision 
to postpone the first day of 
competition at the Guaran-
teed Rate Bassmaster Elite 
at Pickwick Lake as increased 
current caused by severe 
weather and high sustained 
winds are making the fishery 
unsafe for boaters. The fore-
cast is calling for sustained 
west-southwest winds of 15-
20 mph with gusts to 30 ex-
pected by mid-morning.
	 “The combination of 
flood-level flow and high 
wind blowing against that 
current can create a danger-
ous condition for boaters,” 
said Lisa Talmadge, Bassmas-
ter Elite Series Senior Tour-
nament Manager.
	 “The safety of our anglers 
is always our first priority.”
	 The tournament is being 
hosted by Florence-Lauder-
dale Tourism.
	 Gusty winds and strong 
current are givens during 
springtime on a river system 
like Pickwick Lake, but too 
much of both, when coming 
from opposite directions, 
spell trouble for boating.
	 That scenario forced the 
postponement of Thursday’s 
competition at the Guaran-

teed Rate Bassmaster Elite at 
Pickwick Lake.
	 “The combination of 
flood-level flow and high 
wind blowing against that 
current can create a danger-
ous condition for boaters,” 
said Lisa Talmadge, Bassmas-
ter Elite Series Senior Tour-
nament Manager. “The safety 
of our anglers is always our 
first priority.”
	 Here’s the scenario. 
Thursday’s forecast calls for 
winds from the west-south-
west at 15-20 mph with gusts 
to 30 mph.
	 The Tennessee Valley 
Authority’s forecasted dis-
charge schedule from Wilson 
Dam into Pickwick is over 
179,000 cubic feet per second. 
The Tennessee River flows 
from east to west.
	 The sum of the whole are 
strong winds and stronger 
current colliding from op-
posite directions. And that 
equates to hazardous boating 
conditions throughout the 
lake.
	 “When massive amounts 
of water are released, the 
winds go straight against the 
current,” said David Allen, a 
fulltime guide on Pickwick 
and tournament angler. 
	 “When it really ramps 
up with the discharge it even 
makes it worse.”

	 He continued, “The winds 
build up and draw the current 
upward toward the surface, 
which creates a riptide effect. 
	 “As it builds, it makes it 
very difficult to even get on 
plane.”

	 The competition begins 
tomorrow, when the winds 
subside and the weather is 
more stable, following multi-
ple rounds of severe weather 
that included tornado warn-
ings, flood warnings, heavy 

rain and high winds.
	 The full field of 100 an-
glers will now compete on 
both Friday and Saturday, 
with only the Top 50 advanc-
ing to Sunday’s semifinal 
round.

	

The Top 10 will compete for 
the championship on Mon-
day.
	 Daily takeoffs will be held 
at McFarland Park at 6:45 
a.m. CT and weigh-ins each 
day at the park at 3 p.m.

Emily Harley
B.A.S.S. Communications

B.A.S.S COMMUNICATIONS

Due to the effects of yesterday’s severe weather, B.A.S.S. officials decided to postpone 
the first day of the Guaranteed Rate Bassmaster Elite at Pickwick Lake.
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Overflow at Duck River Dam in Cullman County on Thursday, March 18th
COLEMAN CALLAN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Storm damage near the Simcoe area on County Road 1635
JANET CHANDLER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

County Road 5 in Cold Springs
TY WATWOOD

County Road 1162 in West Point
TY WATWOOD

Fish on the side of Larkwood Drive NE
COLEMAN CALLAN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

County Road 1162 in West Point
TY WATWOOD

View of the base of Larkwood Falls from Larkwood Drive NE on Thursday, March 18th
COLEMAN CALLAN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Road damage on County Road 1485
HEATHER BUCKELEW 

County Road 1339 Lake George near Vinemont
HEATH WILLIAMS

Flooding on County Road 1485
EMMA ROGERS

Storm damage on County Road 1635 in the Simcoe community
CRAIG MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Storm damage on County Road 747 between Berlin and Simcoe
CRAIG MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CULLMAN COUNTY STORM DAMAGE
On Wednesday evening, March 17, 2021, a storm system caused damage through-
out Cullman County. Over 6,000 members of the Cullman Eletric Co-op were left 
without power. Multiple trees blocked roadways and mass flooding was an issue. 
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The City of Cullman is in the process of closing their FY 19 Katherine Street 
CDBG Neighborhood Improvement Project (CDBG Project #: LR-CM-CP-19-
014). Funds from this grant were utilized to replaced deteriorated infrastructure 
from Main Street, NW. to Rosemont Avenue on Katherine Street.    As part of the 
close-out procedures the city will hold a public hearing on Thursday, March 25, 
2021 at 10:00 a.m. at Cullman City Hall in the Auditorium to discuss the close-out 
of this project and accept citizen input.  Any citizen who would like to attend the 
public hearing, but has a disability which might require special materials, services, 
or assistance, should notify Wesley Moore at (256) 775-7109 at least three days in 
advance of the public hearing.   
 
Woody Jacobs, Mayor 

 
 
 

ORDINANCE NO: 007-2021
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Obituary Announcements: March 19

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Speak with one of our licensed funeral directors
today for special pricing on Direct Cremation,

Cremation with a Memorial Service, or Funeral
Services followed by Cremation.

HOLLY POND FUNERAL HOME

161 BROOKLYN ROAD, HOLLY POND, AL | 256-796-0333

SPECIAL PRICING ON
CREMATIONS OPTION

TRADITIONAL “CARE” BURIAL FUNERAL PACKAGES
C U R R E N T L Y  B E G I N  A T  $ 3 , 9 9 5 .  A D D I T I O N A L  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E .

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D  S I N C E  1 9 9 8

T H I S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  D O E S  N O T  O W N  A  C R E M A T O R Y .

C h r i s t o p h e r 
Eugene Owens, Jr., 
16, of Crane Hill
Funeral service for 
Christopher Eugene 
Owens, Jr., 16, of Crane 
Hill will be at 2 p.m., 
Friday, March 19th, 
2021 at Bethlehem 
West Baptist Church 
with interment in 
Sulphur Springs Baptist 
Cemetery. Bro. Paul 
Cleghorn, Bro. Randall 
Edmondson and Bro. 
Daniel Gann will be 
officiating. The family 
will receive friends at 
the church on Friday 
from 12 p.m. until 2 
p.m. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to 
be ministering to the 
family. Christopher 
passed away Tuesday, 
March 16, 2021.
He was born November 
1, 2004. Christopher 
was a well-rounded, 
outstanding student 
and athlete. He loved 
basketball, loved his 
friends, his family, his 
church and loved the 
Lord. He was preceded 
in death by his great-
grandparents, Joyce 
& Ken Ratliff, Fred & 
Earlene Taylor and 
Tommy Williams. 
Survivors include 
his parents, Becky 
& Josh Drummond; 
grandparents, Pam & 
Donald Drummond, 
Pattie & Chris Tucker, 
Hugh & Heather Taylor; 
great-grandmother, Pat 
Williams; sisters, Lily 
Owens, Sara Owens and 
a host of friends and 
extended family. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
c o m .

Margaret Wilma 
Cofield, 84, of Cullman
Margaret Wilma 
Cofield, 84, passed away 
on March 16, 2021. 
She was born June 
29, 1936, in Cullman 
County, to Jim and 
Beatrice Johnston 
Breedlove. Ms. Cofield 
worked many years 
on the production line 
at the Goldkist plant. 
Margaret enjoyed a 
good yard sale and the 
treasures she found 
there. She also enjoyed 
cooking and especially 
enjoyed feeding those 
she loved. Margaret 
was a dedicated wife, 
mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother, 
and like most mommas 
around here, she loved 
her family with food. 
She was of the Baptist 
faith and worshiped 
at several different 
churches in the Baptist 
church family. Ms. 
Margaret leaves behind 
a large family who will 
be forever grateful for 
the woman she was, the 
prayers she prayed, and 
the love she has shown 
to them. Margaret is 
preceded in death by 
her parents, Jim and 
Beatrice Breedlove; 
husband, Fred Cofield; 
sons, Wayne Cofield 
and Tommy Cofield; and 
her six older siblings. 
She is survived by her 
son William Anthony 
Cofield; daughters, 
Audrey Smith and 
Kitty Todd (Johnny); 
ten grandchildren; 
and a host of great-
g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 
Graveside services for 
Ms. Margaret are 2 
p.m., Friday, March 19, 

2021, South Cemetery 
in Blountsville, AL. 
Friends may visit with 
the Cofield family in 
the Holly Pond Funeral 
Home Chapel from 
12:30 p.m., until 1:15 
p.m. on Friday. Holly 
Pond Funeral Home 
is honored to serve 
the Cofield family.

Eleanor Ruth Dodd 
Green, 84, of Falkville
Funeral service for 
Eleanor Ruth Dodd 
Green, 84, of Falkville, 
will be 1PM, Saturday, 
March 20, 2021 at 
Enon Baptist Church.  
The family will receive 
friends prior to the 
service from 11 a.m. until 
1 p.m.  Bro. David Stancil 
will officiate the service. 
The interment will be in 
the adjoining cemetery. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve 
the Green family. Mrs. 
Green was born May 26, 
1936 to David Edward 
& Maude Smith Dodd.  
She was a dedicated 
member of Enon Baptist 
Church.  She loved 
animals, flowers and 
redbirds.  She married 
James Dewey Green on 
November 6, 1953. Mrs. 
Green was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
David Edward & Maude 
Smith Dodd; husband, 
James Dewey Green; 
brothers, J.P. Dodd, 
Edward Dodd, Wayne 
Dodd; sisters, Kathleen 
Dodd Morgan, Iris 
Dodd Steed, Annis Dodd 
Nelson. She is survived 
by her daughters, Beth 
Green, Carol Green 
Thomason (Michael); 
sons, James Edward 
Green (Regina), 

Matthew Green 
(Camella); brother, 
Keith Dodd (Iris); sister 
Audrey Dodd Bales; 
sister in law, Helen Dodd 
of Boaz; grandchildren, 
Van Thomason, 
Jennifer Thomason 
Miller (Jason); great-
g r a n d d a u g h t e r s , 
Dorothea, Vivian, 
Stephanie and Julie 
Miller; and a host 
niece, nephews, family 
and friends. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
c o m .

Charles Champ 
Kasten, Jr., 
60, of Cullman
Charles Champ Kasten, 
Jr., 60, of Cullman, 
passed away on Monday, 
February 22, 2021 at 
his residence. Charles 
was born June 10, 1960 
in Morgan County 
to Charles and Mary 
Kasten, who preceded 
him in death. Charles 
started working as a 
young man at William 
Jordan’s store in 
West Point while he 
attended high school 
and studied at Wallace 
State College. From 
there he worked for 
the Hanceville Herald 
Newspaper selling 
ads. Charles began his 
insurance career with 
ALFA insurance as 
an agent and worked 
his way into his own 
business, The Kasten 
Insurance Agency, 
where he remained 
working until his 
death. Charles always 
appreciated his clients. 
He enjoyed helping 
them and coming into 

work every day. Charles 
loved God and his family 
and a close second was 
his love of antique cars/
trucks, antique trains, 
and motorcycling. 
Charles leaves behind 
his loving wife of 38 
years, Pamela Hulsey 
Kasten, his son, Seth 
Kasten, and his sister-
in-law, Suzanne Hulsey 
Eady, his beautiful 
horse, Cinnamon, who 
he enjoyed spending 
time with and his cat, 
Comet. He cherished 
his many friends. The 
family would like to 
give a special thank 
you to Dean Sticher, 
Dawn Pennifeld and 
Don Crum for their 
help during this difficult 
time. A graveside 
service, conducted by 
Brother Steve Rodgers, 
with immediate family 
was held on February 23, 
2021. Cullman Funeral 
Home was honored to 
serve the Kasten family.

Charles Edward 
Denton, 81, of Cullman
Funeral service for 
Charles Edward 
Denton, 81, of Cullman 
will be at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
March 21, 2021 at 
Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel, Bro. Steven 
Sutter and Bro. Ryan 

Key officiating with 
interment in Bethlehem 
East Baptist Cemetery. 
Visitation will be 
Sunday at the funeral 
home from 1 p.m. until 
2 p.m. Cullman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. Mr. 
Denton passed away 
Tuesday, March 16, 
2021 at his residence. 
He was born June 3, 
1939 to Howard M. & 
Clara Annamae Urban 
Denton. He was a 
member of Westside 
Baptist Church in 
Cullman. Charles loved 
working with wood 
and camping. He was 
preceded in death by 
his parents; brothers, 
Thomas Denton, James 
Denton; sister, Breathea 
Armstrong; first wife, 
Frances Helms Denton. 
Survivors include his 
wife, Betty Denton; 
sons, Michael (Vickie) 
Denton, Christopher 
(Ginger) Denton; step-
son, Joseph (Connie) 
Whitehead; sisters, 
Joyce (Ken) Waldrep, 
Brenda (Randy) Powell; 
grandchild, Alecia 
(John) Davidson; great-
grandchildren, Reed 
Davidson, Evelyn Rose 
Davidson; and a host 
of nieces, nephews, 
family and friends.

Trip (from Front)
virtual field trip, my teach-
er-heart was just enjoying 
the moment, but I managed 
to get a few seconds of their 
reaction on video,” Howard 
said. “They were excited to 
share with their peers what 
they had found, and one of my 
students gave me a hug and 

told me ‘thank you.’ That’s a 
moment you work hard for!”
	 Though they weren’t able 
to tour in person, Howard 
said the virtual tour was still 
a great way for students to 
make a tangible connection 
to what a real battleship looks 
like, how it works and the role 

it played in the state’s history.
	 “The goal was for them to 
be able to make connections 
to the text they were reading. 
Our article stated that at one 
point during World War II, 
Alabama was building one 
naval ship each week,” How-
ard explained. “I am not an 

expert on naval ship-build-
ing, but I believe that is an 
extraordinary task. So we 
wanted our students to see 
the intricate details of a na-
val ship, and be proud of our 
state’s accomplishment.”

About Cullman City 

Schools 
Cullman City Schools has 
more than 3,000 students and 
encompasses Cullman High 
School (Grades 9-12), Cull-
man Middle School (Grades 
7-8), East Elementary School 
(Grades 2-6), West Elemen-
tary School (Grades 2-6) and 

Cullman City Primary School 
(Grades K-1). Cullman City 
Schools also hosts the Cull-
man City Head Start Pro-
gram. Cullman City Schools 
consistently ranks as one of 
the top school systems in Col-
lege ACT scores in the state of 
Alabama.

Trafficking (from Front)
is the author of “Human Traf-
ficking 101: Stories, Stats, and 
Solutions.”
	 As an adjunct professor 
and international speaker, 
Amy continues to fight for 
those adversely impacted by 
childhood trauma.
	 Where approved, four 
continuing education cred-
it hours will be available for 
social workers, juvenile pro-
bation officers, law enforce-
ment personnel, licensed 
professional counselors and 
educators. 

Planned presentations in-
clude:
•	 Joy’s personal story

•	 Understanding human 
trafficking and sex trafficking

•	 The role of social media

•	 Predator grooming tac-
tics

•	 Developmental trauma

•	 Interventions and how 
they help

•	 Vulnerable groups and 
what makes them vulnerable

•	 Human trafficking pre-
vention

Participants will learn to
•	 Differentiate between 
federal, state and local traf-
ficking laws and other crimes 
associated with trafficking, 
such as smuggling, incest and 
prostitution

•	 Identify common warn-
ing signs and tactics of pred-
ators like traffickers, pedo-
philes, pimps and customers 
(“Johns”)

•	 Explain the connections 
between human trafficking 
and early childhood trauma, 
foster care and other at-risk 
populations

•	 Identify appropriate in-
tervention techniques for 
children and adults who have 
experienced developmental 
trauma

•	 Apply gained knowledge 

in the professional fields of 
education, law enforcement, 
mental health, health care 
and community leadership

Wilson told The Tribune, 
“The last year has been very 
difficult to provide our com-
munity with the education 
we had hoped.
	 “We have been unable 
to have our task force meet-
ings due to Covid, but we are 
hopeful this training will be 
a start to getting back to a 
somewhat ‘normal.’ We love 
being in the community rais-
ing awareness. 
	 “This training will be phe-
nomenal. Amy Joy is a survi-
vor of human trafficking and 
will tell her personal story, 
as well as provide education 
on social media, predator 
grooming, developmental 
trauma, intervention and 
prevention of human traffick-
ing.” 
	 The event is sponsored by 
District Judges Chad Floyd 
and Rusty Turner, Brooks’ 
Place, Daystar Church, Cull-

man County Juvenile Proba-
tion Office and the Cullman 
County Human Trafficking 
Task Force.

At a glance
•	 A Survival Story - human 
trafficking response/preven-
tion training with Amy Joy

•	 Friday, Apr. 16, 2021

•	 Daystar Church, 200 
Daystar Dr., Cullman (Good 
Hope), AL 35057

•	 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., regis-
tration at 8:30 a.m.

•	 Registration fee $20 by 
cash or check payable to 
Brooks’ Place, register onsite 
or pre-register

•	 Training open to all pro-
fessionals, CEU’s available 
with approval

•	 For more information or 
to preregister, contact Haley 
Harris at 256-739-2243 ext. 
306 or email hharris@cull-
mancac.com.
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STK#17084A

2016 HYUNDAI SANTA FE SPORT

$16,000

STK#17025B

2008 NISSAN ALTIMA

$7,500

STK#17695A

2015 CHEVROLET EQUINOX

$12,897

STK#08355A

2012 CHEVROLET EQUINOX

$11,897

STK#01203B

2011 GMC SIERRA 1500

$18,987

STK#17676A

2014 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD

$21,897

STK#17276B
2015 GMC SIERRA 1500

$28,897

STK#17340A

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

$26,850

STK#07620A

2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

$31,850

STK#17560A

2011 TOYOTA 4RUNNER

$18,900

STK#17551A

2014 KIA SORTENTO

$7,897

STK#17407C

2014 GMC SIERRA 1500

$20,897

STK#14111A

2013 FORD ESCAPE

$11,587

STK#17662A

2014 MERCEDES BENZ M CLASS

$28,897

STK#08259B

2013 FORD F-150

$16,700
2016 GMC YUKON

$28,000

STK#17558A

2012 BMW 5351

$18,897

STK#01205

2016 FORD EXPEDITION EL

$18,897

STK#17040D

2014 TOYOTA RAV4

$18,897

STK#08034N

2016 FORD EXPLORER

$23,897

STK#00506

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1915 2ND AVE NW
CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256.735.2898

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. – The 
National Weather Service 
(NWS) Huntsville office sent 
a damage assessment team 
to inspect areas of Cullman 
County hit by last night’s 
storms, and issued a prelimi-
nary statement late Thursday 
afternoon saying, “Prelim-
inary results from our sur-
vey indicate EF-1 damage in 
Cullman County.” No specific 
location was given, and NWS 
added, “We need to do some 
more analysis to determine if 
there is more than one track 
and we hope to have more in-
formation tonight or tomor-
row.”
	 The Enhanced Fujita (EF) 
scale was created to rate tor-
nadoes based on wind speed 
and the type and severity of 
damage done. An EF-1 indi-
cates wind speeds between 
86 and 110 miles per hour and 
produces “Moderate damage. 
Roof surfaces peeled off; mo-
bile homes pushed (off of ) 
foundations or overturned; 
moving autos pushed off 
road,” according to the NWS 
definition.
	 In east Cullman County, 
substantial tree damage and 
a small amount of structure 
damage occurred at a point 
along County Road 747 on 
the southern edge of the Sim-

coe community, and the road 
was temporarily closed near 
that location by a tree or trees 
across the road on Wednes-
day night.
	 To the east and still 
south of Highway 69, mul-
tiple structures were dam-
aged--some severely--and 
numerous falling trees took 
down power lines in the area 
around the intersection of 
County Road 1635 and Coun-
ty Road 1670. 1635 remained 
closed into Thursday after-
noon as crews removed large 
trees and lines from the road-
way.

	 At the north end of the 
Simcoe community above 
Highway 69, a few structures 
were damaged and sever-
al storage sheds were de-
stroyed.
	 Wednesday’s weather 
event included high winds 
and heavy rains that flooded 
numerous areas and washed 
out some roads, leading to a 
closure of Cullman County 
Schools, whose busses could 
not get through to pick up 
some students. Reports sent 
to NWS from seven points in 
Cullman County ranged from 
3.00-4.20 inches of rain.

Tornado (from Front)

Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com


