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GREAT DEALS ARE ALWAYS BLOOMING AT BILL SMITH!
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CULLMAN, Ala. – The Ave 
Maria Grotto has, since 1934, 
been home to the artistry of 
Benedictine monk Bro. Jo-
seph Zoettl, OSB, who built 
miniature sculptures at St. 
Bernard Abbey from 1912-
1958. After his death in 1961, 
his workshop on the edge of 
the park grounds was used as 
a maintenance shed housing 
lawnmowers and other quite 
non-artistic implements. 
That recently changed.

	 About three months ago, 
Bremen-based artist Donna 
Drake and Cullman artist 
Ben South teamed up to re-
open Bro. Joseph’s work-
shop, clearing away modern 
debris and rearranging the 
shop to represent the days 
of Bro. Joseph’s work in the 
1940s and early 1950s. 
	 The Tribune visited 
Drake and South at the shop 
earlier this week. The space 
inside was filled with found 
and donated objects: sea 
shells, beads, marbles, cross-
es and crucifixes, 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Ben South and Donna Drake talk to visitors Jesse and Holly Woodby about Bro. Joseph’s workshop and art.
W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Tools and small project pieces still sit on one of 
Bro. Joseph’s workbenches in the shop.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

– ARTS –

ONE MAN’S PASSION
Bremen and Cullman artists reopening 
Ave Maria Grotto builder’s workshop

Gibbs Garden Center’s ribbon cutting Friday morning in Good Hope.
CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

BUSINESS

Gibbs Garden 
Center in full bloom
GOOD HOPE, Ala. – The 
blooms and color were burst-
ing at the official ribbon-cut-
ting held Friday morning at 
Gibbs Garden Center in Good 
Hope. City officials joined the 
Gibb’s family and the staff of 
the popular garden center as 

they celebrated the event. 
	 Mayor Jerry Bartlett 
joked after the ribbon was 
cut, “This has been a process 
that has been going on for at 
least a year-and-a-half. This 
stuff is way too slow for me. 
I want stuff to happen right 
now, but it just doesn’t hap-
pen that way.” He added, 
“There’s a lot going on here 

and we are so proud that this 
business is located in Good 
Hope.”
	 Gibbs Garden Center is 
located at 5847 County Road 
616, along I-65. The visibility 
from the interstate attracts 
many visitors to the garden 
center and Good Hope. “We 
appreciate the traffic. We ap-
preciate the jobs 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

LOCAL CHARITIES

Curt’s Closet 
prepares to reopen 
in new location

The boutique, though occupying only a small portion of 
the larger building, still has a familiar feel.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 2

» PAGE 6

ENVIRONMENT

Dr. Bill Deutsch speaks at 
Agriplex’s Lunch and Learn

Dr. Bill Deutsch speaks at the 
North Alabama Agriplex

CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Friday, April 23, 
2021 COVID-19 
update from 
the Alabama 

Department of Public 
Health’s COVID-19 Dash-
board Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK) 

Case details*
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in AL: 406, 855 
•	 Probable cases in AL: 
118,195 (+427 since yester-
day)   
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in AL: 8,516 (+28 since yes-
terday)             
•	 Probable deaths in AL: 
2,296
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co.: 6,464 (+3 
since yesterday) 
•	 Probable cases in Cull-
man Co.: 3,073 (+10 since 
yesterday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Cullman Co.: 128 (+0 
since yesterday)
•	 Probable deaths in 
Cullman Co.: 63
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co.: 40,287
•	 Total tested in the last 
14 days in Cullman Co.: 
1,907
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Cullman Co.: 62
•	 Total tested in Ala-
bama: 2,480,382
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Alabama: 3,937

•	 Total tested in the 
last 14 days in Alabama: 
123,304
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 322
•	 Cumulative no. of hos-
pitalizations in Alabama 
(reported M-F): 48,615
•	 Presumed recover-
ies in Alabama (reported 
weekly): 331,915

Vaccine details (updated 
Monday-Friday)
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 3,726,735
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 2,836,065
•	 Doses administered: 
2,377,497
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
1,446,638 
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine 
series: 1,004,789 
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral programs: 890,670

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 
1b and 1c (including those 
16 and older) are now eligi-
ble to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
covid19vaccine/assets/
adph-covid19-vaccina-
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

Missed COVID-19 vac-
cine second-dose ap-
pointments
ADPH encourages every-
one who had their first 
dose of the Pfizer-BioNTe-
chor Moderna COVID-19 
vaccine to schedule their 
appointment for the sec-
ondary vaccine dose.  If an 
appointment is missed, it 
is important to reschedule 
it as soon as possible. The 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) 
states that if a delay occurs 
in the normal schedule for 
receiving a second dose 
of COVID-19 vaccine, the 
second dose of Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech and Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccines may 
be administered up to six 
weeks (42 days) after the 
first dose. The first dose of 
the vaccine starts the pro-
cess of building up protec-
tion, but the second dose is 
needed to provide a stron-
ger immune response.     

FEMA Community Vac-
cination Center now of-
fering COVID-19 vacci-
nations
The drive-thru FEMA 
Community Vaccination 
Center located at Water-
mark Place (4500 Katies 
Way) in Bessemer is now 
providing vaccinations to 
citizens. The site is open 

seven days a week and ap-
pointments are available, 
but not required. Appoint-
ments can be made on the 
web scheduler located at 
https://myturn.timetap.
com. The website also in-
cludes links to documents 
that will need to be re-
viewed prior to being vac-
cinated. These materials 
will also be available on-
site.

New CDC COVID-19 
vaccination resources 
for community-based 
organizations
The CDC National Cen-
ter for Immunization and 
Respiratory Diseases has 
released new resourc-
es to support communi-
ty-based organizations 
with COVID-19 vaccina-
tion efforts. The Guide 
for Community Partners 
(www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
c o v i d - 1 9/ d o w n l o a d s /
guide-community-part-
ners.pdf ) was created 
to assist organizations 
with community-level 
reach to get connected to 
COVID-19 vaccination 
confidence and access ef-
forts and resources. CDC 
also released a two-page 
document, COVID-19 Vac-
cine Equity: Best Practices 
for Community and Faith-
Based Organizations 

(www.cdc.gov/vaccines/
covid-19/downloads/best-
practices-CBO-FBO.pdf ), 
which provides best prac-
tices and examples of in-
formation and logistics.    

At least 35% of 23 Al-
abama counties’ resi-
dents vaccinated
Thirty-five percent or 
more of the residents age 
16 and older of 23 Alabama 
counties have received 
one or more doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine to date. 
Successful public health 
efforts to achieve vac-
cine equity have resulted 
in higher vaccine uptake 
among African American 
residents of Black Belt 
counties. Counties where 
35% or more of their resi-
dents have been vaccinat-
ed are as follows: Lowndes, 
Perry, Hale, Bullock, Wil-
cox, Jefferson, Marengo, 
Shelby, Greene, Madison, 
Colbert, Conecuh, Dallas, 
Lee, Tallapoosa, Sumter, 
Clarke, Lauderdale, Ma-
con, Henry, Chambers, 
Montgomery and Clay. 
Vaccines are one key to 
protecting the most vul-
nerable and helping stop 
the pandemic in Alabama.

National Guard 
COVID-19 vaccination 
clinic update

The Alabama Nation-
al Guard continues to 
hold second-dose Pfiz-
er vaccine clinics in un-
der-served and rural coun-
ties throughout the state.  
The second-dose clin-
ics are being held in the 
same counties that were 
originally visited to offer 
first doses. Second-dose 
vaccination information 
can be found at www.al-
abamapublichealth.gov/
covid19vaccine/ng-clinics.
html. Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine was not given at 
these clinics. Anyone who 
has not received a first 
dose is encouraged to con-
tact his or her local county 
health department or visit 
www.alcovidvaccine.gov-
to schedule a vaccine ap-
pointment.

ADPH still encourages 
use of facial coverings
Masks or other facial cov-
erings are no longer a man-
date under the Safer Apart 
order. ADPH still encour-
ages the use of facial cover-
ings and reminds everyone 
that masks remain one of 
the most successful tools 
to help reduce the spread 
of COVID-19. Many busi-
nesses and health care fa-
cilities continue to require 
facial coverings in their 
facilities.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS
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WORKERS and EMPLOYERS:
Need help with 

Unemployment Claims 
related to COVID-19? 

Contact the Alabama 
Department of Labor to

fi le claims and get more 
information. 

LABOR.ALABAMA.GOV
Funding provided by the USDOL, ETA, Federal WIOA. An Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. 

Auxiliary aids and services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

CULLMAN, Ala. – When 
Ashley Wilson opened Curt’s 
Closet, a boutique-style 
clothing and accessory min-
istry for children and families 
in need, she did not imagine 
that, in three years’ time, the 
operation would outgrow its 
home on St. Joseph Street 
and need to relocate in order 
to keep up with both demand 
and an outpouring of sup-
port- and donations- from 
across the Cullman commu-
nity, much less that she would 
be able to make that move 
when the time came. Well, 
that has recently changed.
	 On Thursday, April 29, 
2021, Wilson will welcome 
clients to “shop” (still for 
free, of course) at the new and 
greatly expanded Curt’s Clos-
et facility at 1103 3rd Ave. SE 
in Cullman.
	 The new headquarters has 
a familiar-looking boutique 

room, but that is where the 
similarities end. The building 
is home to substantially more 
storage space, a huge sorting 
room, laundry room capable 
of holding two sets of wash-
ers and dryers, a small kitch-
en, upstairs boardroom and 
an office which Wilson said is 
roughly five times the size of 
the old one at the St. Joseph 
location.
	 Adjacent to the shop is a 
warehouse building that will 
hold offseason items and al-
low the charity to store all 
inventory on the premises.
	 When asked what 
prompted the move, Wilson 
told The Tribune, “God! Well, 
we definitely needed more 
room, and this accommo-
dates all of our needs right 
now and we have room to 
grow. But it was definitely a 
God thing.
	 “We were not looking 
for a building at the time; 
we had just talked about it 
and prayed about it. And 

St. John’s reached out to us 
about, first of all, renting it. 
And then, after going over 
those terms, we also talked 
about purchasing, and it was 
a better deal for us in the long 
run. So that’s how we came 
upon this wonderful build-
ing, and we’re so excited!”

What’s next?
Wilson said that, with a new 
facility that can hold more 
goods to help more people, 
her next goal is to make the 
ministry a full-time job for 
herself.
	 Said Wilson, “I’m con-
stantly having to leave work 
or come after work to gather 
items for a family in emer-
gency need.
	 “We also serve so many 
families, it’s hard to get in. 
Right now, there’s like a 
month wait to get in. So if we 
could just have someone here 
full-time, if it’s not seeing 
a family, it’s going through 
donations, which is a huge 

blessing. We’re always bless-
ed with donations; that’s a 
good problem to have!”

What does Curt’s Closet 
need right now?
“We need volunteers,” said 
Wilson. “Since we have not 
been open (during the move), 
we’re not critically short on 
anything, but clothing dona-
tions are always welcome.
	 “So, if you can donate 
clothes-wise, your time, fi-
nancially--we have a few 
monthly donors, and that’s a 
huge blessing to us because 
we do have bills . . . Anything 
you can give, even if it’s just 
prayers, we will take it, right 
now!”

For more information about 
services or making dona-
tions, visit https://www.face-
book.com/cw20curtscloset/.
	 Look for photos and a vid-
eo walk-through of the new 
Curt’s Closet facility on The 
Tribune’s Facebook page.

Location (from Front)

EDUCATION

Wallace State student Bryant Simmons named Jack Kent 
Cooke Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship semifinalist

“It blew me away when 
I learned I was a semi-
finalist. It’s a big deal 
and definitely the 

biggest honor I’ve achieved 
academically,” Simmons 
said. “My mother and father 
didn’t graduate college and 
my father didn’t complete 
high school, so that makes it 
even more overwhelming and 
incredible to apply for this 
prestigious scholarship and 
be recognized.” 
	 Simmons initially grad-
uated from Wallace State’s 
HVAC and Refrigeration 
program in December 2017 
and returned to the college in 
January 2020, enrolling in fo-
rensic psychology. Simmons 
served in the Marines from 
2009-2013, making one tour 
to Afghanistan and another 
to Southeast Asia. 
	 “I earned a great job as 
a technician with Ingersoll 
Rand after graduating from 
HVAC and enjoyed what I 
did.
	 “While working there, I 
had two brain surgeries and 
was forced to give up that ca-
reer,” Simmons said.
	 “That lead me back to 
Wallace State, and the foren-
sic psychology degree exactly 

fits the bill for what I want to 
do in life.
	 “I want to also earn a 
bachelor’s in psychology, a 
minor in neuroscience and 
a master’s in counseling and 
work for or around veterans. 
Those are my guys.” 
	 Simmons, a father of eight 
children, is mulling multiple 
four-year colleges and uni-
versities, but is leaning to-
ward transferring to UAB in 
the fall. 
	 Last year, Aljon Celis 
became the second Wallace 
State student to win the pres-
tigious scholarship, joining 
Chelsea Allen in 2008. Celis 
was one of 50 recipients of 
the scholarship and is now 
enrolled at Stanford Univer-
sity. 
	 “Aljon has been an en-
couragement to me and was 
excited for me, along with Su-
san Peek, my Success Coach,” 
said Simmons, of Remlap. 
“I’ll forever be grateful to 
Wallace State. It’s helped lay 
the foundation for my suc-
cesses.” 
	 Simmons was selected as 
a semifinalist among 1,500 
applicants attending 398 
community colleges in 44 
states and the District of Co-
lumbia. Finalists will be an-
nounced later this spring. 
	 Cooke Transfer Scholars 

are selected based on their 
exceptional academic ability 
and achievement, financial 
need, persistence, service 
and leadership. Students 
must be currently enrolled 
in community college and 

residing in the United States. 
For more information about 
the scholarship program, 
visit https://www.jkcf.org/
our-scholarships/under-
graduate-transfer-scholar-
ship.

Simmons, 32, will graduate with a degree 
in forensic psychology next month.  

WSCC

Russel Moore
WSCC

MAKE EXTRA INCOME
NEWSPAPER LABELING & DRIVER : THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MUST HAVE OWN VEHICLE,
LICENSE, & INSURANCE

CALL 256-739-1351 OR
EMAIL  NEWS@CULLMANTRIBUNE.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening,  must be 21 years of age 
 or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

‘Come to the Well’ Com-
munity Women’s Bible 
Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe at 
East Side Baptist Church, 
1111 Third St. SE in Cull-
man
• Please wear a mask/face 
covering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a 
bag, and for $40 a shopper 
can fill a large box. Some 
of the items of greater val-
ue will require a larger do-
nation. There will be some 
restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings (all 
are welcome) Monday 
and Thursday nights from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next to 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-
708-1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to 
receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Classes- Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. Children and youth 
classes. Adult class, “The 
Phases of Armageddon” 
by Pastor Bobby Dodd
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pickup. 
Small group classes for 
adults, children and youth 
at 10 a.m. Praise and wor-
ship and message at 11 
a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Our 
5 Points Ministry provide 
free hot meals for chil-
dren and elderly 3:30-5 
p.m. at the Cullman Hous-
ing Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW Please call Aimee at 
256-841-2060 to register 
or for more information. 
Eat in or take out. Kids’ 
activities are available. 

Kids do not have to come 
to the center to get a free 
meal. Adults can list the 
names of the children 
and do takeout meals. 
Sponsored by Kids Lov-
ing Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life 
Church.
• Sundays-9 a.m. Van 
runs in 5 Points Area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pickup. 
Small group classes for 
children, youth and adults 
at 10 a.m. Praise and Wor-
ship and message at 11 
a.m. 
• Sunday, April 25th    11 
a.m. Praise and Wor-
ship. message “You Can 
Change” by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd
• Free Community Din-
ner at Center Hill Baptist 
Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 
Wednesday of every 
month we will be offering 
a Free Community Din-
ner. Church members, 
community members, 
neighbors and friends 
are welcome. This will be 
takeout only. Please mes-
sage or comment with 
how many plates you will 
need to help us prepare 
enough food for everyone. 
RSVP at http://bit.ly/cen-
terhill. 
• 13108 County Road 747, 
Hanceville, AL 35077

Miércoles de Despensas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la comu-
nidad. No requiere ID. En-
trega en su vehículo. Por 
favor use mascarilla.

Festhalle Farmers Mar-
ket
• 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Open 
every Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday from April – 
October
• Stop by to shop the 
freshest produce from 
Cullman-based farms
• For more information, 
call 256-590-5009 or send 
an email to mgraveman@
cullmanrecreation.org 

Agriplex April pro-
grams
Children’s Programs
• April 29, 9:00 - 11:00 
a.m., Heritage Homes-
chool Recycled Crafts: 
Reduce, reuse, recycle! 
In celebration of Earth 
month, we will use ‘trash’ 
and turn it into treasures. 
Join us for some up-cy-
cling fun! Ages 3-5 with 
parent, $8.00 per child/ 
$16.00 program max per 
family. Registration re-
quired at Agriplex.org.

The American Hero 
Music Festival 
• Saturday, April 24 at 
Camp Liberty, 15719 Ala-
bama Highway 157 in the 

Battleground community 
west of West Point- Gates 
open at 9 a.m., with the 
show going from 11 a.m.-
11 p.m.
• The event will feature 
headliner Black Oak Ar-
kansas along with Black-
bird Anthem, Billy Don 
Burrs, Rowdy Johnson, 
Michelle Leigh, Mercy 
Shine, Dawn Rix, Dee 
Rock and Kris Rowdy, 
as well as speakers Bil-
ly Howell, Jr. (veteran of 
the Special Forces unit 
that was the subject of the 
2018 film “12 Strong”), 
Navy Rear Admiral Kent 
David and Dan Robinson.
• Activities consist of an 
Airsoft shoot house, zip 
lines, food, vendors and 
giveaways, with the grand 
price being a Smith & 
Wesson M&P AR15 style 
rifle.
• Lodging available 
through Camp Liberty 
(cabins, camping/RV, and 
bunk rooms)
• Get tickets at http://bit.
ly/2NLka3a. 

Valley Springs Baptist 
Church Spring Revival
April 25 - Valley Springs 
Baptist Church will hold  
a spring revival Sunday, 
April 25, Monday, April 
26, Tuesday, April 27 and 
Wednesday, April  28.  The 
Sunday night service will 
begin at 5 p.m. and the 
Monday through Wednes-
day services will begin at 7 
p.m. The   evangelist   will   
be   Brother   William Mc-
Clellan. Pastor is Brother 
Tim Box

First Annual Derby Day 
– Goat Island Brewery
May 1 – 2 p.m.-11 p.m. 
- Realtors from several 
agencies in Cullman have 
teamed together to fund-
raise  for local veterans 
to receive the 5GB PTSD 
shot. Join us at Goat Is-
land Brewery for food, 
fun, music, “best dressed 
hat” cat walk, stick horse 
races.. and of course, the 
Kentucky Derby running 
at 6:30 p.m. Band starts 
at 7 and goes until 11. We 
will also be having a silent 
auction! Admission is $10

Good Hope Public 
Cemetery Decoration 
Weekend Clean up An-
nouncement 
• May 1-2 - Good Hope 
Public Cemetery will hold 
its annual Decoration 
Weekend Saturday, 
• May 1 and Sunday, May 
2.  Please have all flowers 
and decorations removed 
from the cemetery by 
Sunday, April 25th.  Any 
flowers and decorations 
remaining after April 25th 
will be subject to removal 
bycemetery maintenance 
with respect to condi-

tion.  We ask that all new 
flowers and decorations 
be kept as close to the 
monuments as possible.  
Donations to the ceme-
tery can be sent to Good 
Hope Public Cemetery 
P.O. Box 355 Cullman, AL. 
35056 and are tax deduct-
ible and help us to pay for 
cemetery 
upkeep.  Thanks. 

May 2 - Decoration at 
Shady Grove Methodist 
Church at Logan
10 a.m. the first Sunday in 
May! Join us!

Baileyton Town Council 
meeting
• May 3 – 7 p.m. - The 
Town of Baileyton would 
like to invite the public 
and all former members 
of the council of Bailey-
ton and their families to 
attend our next regularly 
scheduled Town Meeting 
which will be held in our 
new town hall for the first 
time! 
• The Town of Baileyton 
would like to thank all the 
former council members, 
their families and the for-
mer mayors Roph Burks, 
Paul Bailey and Johnny 
Dyer for their leadership 
of our community.

2nd Annual Ridin’ for 
Residents
• May 8 - The 2nd Annu-
al Ridin’ for Residents is 
coming up Saturday, May 
8, 2021. This is a joint 
benefit between Cullman 
County Wranglers and 
USA Healthcare to bring 
joy and smiles to the faces 
of the residents of some of 
Cullman and surrounding 
areas’ assisted living cen-
ters and nursing homes.
• Our inaugural event had 
127 Jeeps! Let’s make our 
2nd event even more fun 
for our residents!
• If you would like to 
bring a donation, we are 
seeking stamps, statio-
nery, blank greeting cards, 
pens, lotions, shower gel 
or card games. Donations 
are completely optional.
• Registration is free. We 
ask that you register, so 
we have an accurate count 
to give city officials, so 
they can offer assistance 
with traffic the day of 
the event. To register or 
purchase a T-shirt, visit 
https://cullmancounty-
wranglers.com/ridinfor-
residents/.
• To purchase a T-shirt, 
click “register,” and you 
will see the option to pur-
chase. To receive your 
shirt by the day of the 
event, you must order by 
10 a.m. April 22. Shirts are 
$20 and available in youth 
and adult sizes. (XXL and 
XXXL shirts are $22 and 
$23 respectively.)

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported April 23, 2021. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
April 22
•	 duty upon striking unat-
tended vehicle; person; 6th 
St. SW; damage to ’99 GMC 
C1500; $1,500
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; person; 4th St. SW; 
grill; $27
•	 first-degree theft of prop-
erty; Mitch Smith Chevrolet; 
Cherokee Ave. SW; ’21 Chevy 
Trailblazer; $21,000
•	 third-degree criminal 
mischief; Verizon Wireless; 
Cherokee Ave. SW; damaged 
property; $295

ARRESTS
April 22
Tucker, Daniel B.; 30
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- third-degree do-

mestic violence

Moody, Ballard O.; 28
•	 public intoxication 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Sellers, Margaret D.; 47
•	 FTA- public intoxication

Quick, Jeffery D.; 43
•	 FTA- public intoxication
•	 FTA- insurance violation
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 

Fuller, Destiny M.; 23
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property
•	 FTA- driving without li-
cense

Calloway, Jeffery C.; 37
•	 Grand Jury Indictment- 
third-degree theft of proper-
ty

Mashburn, Jana N.; 35
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Cofield, Tristan D.; 23
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune Staff
Contributor

CRIME

Arrests and 
incidents 
reported April 23
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$100.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$150.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt
CCoolleemmaann  CCaallllaann  --  PPaaggiinnaattiioonn  &&  GGrraapphhiicc  DDeessiiggnn

1 OUT OF 10
ELDERLY PERSONS AND ADULTS
WITH DISABILITIES ARE BEING:
Abused, Neglected or Exploited

HELP STOP THE ABUSE

Thereʼs no excuse for
ELDER ABUSE

“This project was supported by Subgrant #16-VA-VS-076 awarded by the Law Enforcement / Traffic Safety Division of
ADECA and the U.S. Department of Justice.” The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed
in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Department of Justice or grant-making component.”

IF YOU SEE IT, REPORT IT

ADULT ABUSE HOTLINE at 1-800-458-7214

If you suspect this is happening to someone you
know, please report it to Adult Protective Services
by contacting your local DHR office or calling the

#18-VA-VS-050

Protect with 3!Protect with 3!

For more information, please visit alabamapublichealth.gov/imm

✔✔  TdapTdap  ✔✔  HPVHPV  ✔✔  MCV4MCV4
Protect your patients against vaccine preventable diseases.

As healthcare professionals, it is up to you to ensure 
your patients remain up to date with their vaccines.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
and  The Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH) 
recommend the following vaccines for adolescents:

• Tetanus, Diptheria, Pertussis
• Human papillomavirus
• Meningococcal disease
• Influenza

ALABAMA DEPT OF CORRECTIONS    

CLEAR AND  
SECURE  

CAREER PATH

COMPETITIVE  
BENEFITS 
PACKAGE 

JOBS AVAILABLE NOW.
OPPORTUNITY TO EARN UP TO $7,500  IN BONUSES!

VISIT  ADOCJOBS.USAPPLY TODAY, TALK TO A RECRUITER WITHIN 
2 BUSINESS DAYS

PROVIDING TODAY. PROTECTING TOMORROW.

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

We’re  Alabama’s  #1  Vehicle  Tit le 
Problem E xper ts !

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

w w w. Ja s on Ste ward  E nter pr i s e s . c om
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H O M E T O W N  L E N D E R S ,  I N C .  I S
A N  E Q U A L  H O U S I N G  L E N D E R

RANDI THOMAS NMLS#1526609 | HOMETOWN LENDERS NMLS#20906.057

H O M E T O W N  L E N D E R S ,  I N C .  I S
A N  E Q U A L  H O U S I N G  L E N D E R

RANDI THOMAS NMLS#1526609 | HOMETOWN LENDERS NMLS#20906.057

H O M E T O W N  L E N D E R S ,  I N C .  I S
A N  E Q U A L  H O U S I N G  L E N D E R

RANDI THOMAS NMLS#1526609 | HOMETOWN LENDERS NMLS#20906.057

North Alabama's largest regional cancer center

Accepting New Patients

Michael Garcia, md
Board Certified Oncologist/Hematologist

Amy Stubbs, md
Board Certified Oncologist/Hematologist

1948 AL Hwy 157 Suite 380
(256) 775-9170

www.clearviewcancer.com

HOURS: TUESDAY – SATURDAY 11 – 9

WWW.JOHNNYSBARBQ.COM

DINING ROOM OPEN

DRIVE-THRU | CURBSIDE | OFFICE DELIVERIES

1401 4TH ST SW, CULLMAN | 256-734-8539

MON-FRI 7:30-6  |  SAT 7:30-4

256-734-3894

GARDEN SEED - POTTING SOIL

MULCH: 4  FOR $10

BLACK, RED AND PINE BARK

LET WENDY'S 23 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

COME IN TODAY AND LET US HELP YOU GET
A LOAN OF $500 - $6,250 UPON APPROVAL

TAX DEADLINE MAY 15

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR FINANCIAL NEEDS
1626 2ND AVE. SW | CULLMAN, AL 35055

WWW.ALABAMAFINANCIALAGENCY.COM | 256-734-9273

Auto Insurance
Homeowners
Commercial
Life
Annuities
Roadside Service
Financial Coaching

401Ks
Mortgage Loans
Credit Repair
Identity Theft
Tel-med
Tax School Training

MAYOR - Woody Jacobs | PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE - John W. Cook | COUNCILMAN - Andy Page | PRESIDENT - Jenny Folsom | COUNCILMAN - David Moss | COUNCILMAN - Clint Hollingsworth

FULL LINE OF GARDEN AND
LAWN SEED, FERTILIZER AND

HOME PEST CONTROL PRODUCTS

CLEAN PINE STRAW
$9.95 BALE

GARDEN PLANTS | SEEDS | FERTILIZER

2471 COUNTY RD. 222 CULLMAN | 256-734-1226
OPEN MON-FRI 7:30- 5:00 SAT 7:30-12:00

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR 
HANDCRAFTED GOODS

Tenor saxophone donated to CMS band program
CULLMAN, Ala. – The Cull-
man Middle School Band 
Program received a new ten-
or saxophone thanks to the 
generosity of Ray and Benton 
Buchmann. Wednesday, the 
Buchmann’s presented the 
new instrument to Cullman 
Middle School Band Director 
Linda Bean. 
	 The shiny gold saxophone 
isn’t the first instrument the 
Buchmann’s have donated to 
the school’s band program. 
They have been proudly do-
nating instruments since 
2014, including clarinets, 
trumpets, saxophones and 
flutes. All in all, Cullman 
Middle School has received 
10 instruments from the Bu-
chmann family. 

	 According to the Buch-
mann family, “Ray’s family 
has a long musical history. 
His parents, Millard and Nell, 
met when Nell was hired as a 
piano player for Millard’s or-
chestra.
	 “As a teenager, Ray also 
joined the orchestra, which 
played events all around 
Cullman and North Ala-
bama.” Ray, his two sisters 
and his two children are also 
Cullman band alumni. 
	 When the family of mu-
sicians were no longer using 
their instruments, Ray and 
Benton sold them and used 
the proceeds to purchase the 
instruments they donated to 
the band program. The ten-
or saxophone donated this 
week is especially meaning-
ful in that it is the instrument 
Ray, his father and his son all 

played during their musical 
careers. 
	 Upon receiving the new 
instrument, Bean said, “It’s 
been such a great blessing 
and it has helped so many 
students. I have told Ray 
many times that I wish he 
could see the look on the face 
of a child that gets to play be-
cause of his generosity. Oth-
erwise, they wouldn’t be able 
to afford it.”
	 Bean added, “The tenor 
sax is very often a school-
owned instrument. A student 
that owns their own alto sax-
ophone will play something 
like this in jazz or concert 
band. A lot of factors go into 
selecting the deserving stu-
dent. It’s very important to 
make sure it’s someone that 
can take really care of the in-
strument as well.”

Left to right: Benton Buchmann, Anna Buchmann Gilbert, Ray Buchmann, Linda 
Bean, CMS principal Jake Johnson, CMS assistant principal Chad Shannon

CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com
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365 AMERICAN JOY-GIVERS for 2021: 
The Leaves of Funny Grass Birthday Party
Ben South
Tribune Columnist

The Great Lawn of 
Central Park in the 
middle of bustling 
Manhattan is the 

setting for “The Leaves of 
Funny Grass Birthday Party.” 
At some point in their life, 
all the American joy-givers 
attending this party have en-
joyed some splendor on the 
grass in New York City.
	 “KEEP OFF THE 
GRASS,” a Broadway musical 
revue is the party entertain-
ment. This 1940 show was 
originally choreographed 
by George Balanchine, “The 
Father of American Ballet.” 
Tonight, the songs performed 
by Barbra Streisand, Lizzo, 
Carol Burnett and Willie Nel-
son include: “This Is Spring,” 
“On the Old Park Bench,” and 
“I’ll Applaud You with My 
Feet.”
	 Jay Leno provides stand-
up comedy about grass, and 
the free-spirited “Father of 
Free Verse,” Walt Whitman 
wows with readings from his 
poetry masterwork, “Leaves 
of Grass.”

JOIN US…

You sense the joy the min-
ute your bare feet glide onto 
the green carpeted mead-
ow. HOORAY FOR THE 
JOY-GIVERS! (Note: The 
comments attributed to 
these famous joy-givers come 
from words they have written 
or said.)

PLEASE GIVE A ROUND 
OF APPLAUSE FOR 

THESE AMERICAN JOY-
GIVERS CELEBRATING A 
BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK:

April 24—BARBRA STREI-
SAND (born BARBARA Joan 
Streisand) is a rare EGOT 
(Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, 
Tony) award winner. The 
singer, actress and film pro-
ducer has been working for 
seven decades. She began as 
a nightclub performer. “Bill-
board Magazine,” honored 
her as “The Greatest Female 
Performing Artist of All 
Time.” She has sold 68.5 mil-
lion record albums, tying Ma-
riah Carey. Ms. Streisand has 
nine Golden Globe awards, a 
Grammy Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award and the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom. 
She’s one of the few Ameri-
can joy-givers like Cher and 
Lassie who is so well-known 
is known by one name—BAR-
BRA.

April 25—WALT WHIT-
MAN was a poet, essayist, 
sensualist and humanist. 
His major poetry collection, 
LEAVES OF GRASS, has in-
spired multitudes of “free 
verse” poets. The aspiration 
of his art was to exalt the 
common person through epic 
writing. During the Ameri-
can Civil War, he served as a 
nurse. A major theme of his 
poetry is about healing. Mod-
ernist poet, Ezra Pound, said 
of Whitman, “He is America.”
April 26—CAROL BURNETT, 
born in San Antonio, Texas, is 
best known for her ground-
breaking comedy variety 
show, “The Carol Burnett 
Show.” The comedian, stage/
screen actress, singer and 
writer has a television career 
that spans seven decades. 
She is recognized as “one of 
America’s most-cherished 
entertainers” and was award-
ed the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom by her fellow Texan, 
President George W. Bush. 
She has been given our coun-
try’s highest award for hu-
mor, the Mark Twain Prize.

April 27—LIZZO, Melissa 
Viviane Jefferson, was named 
“Time Magazine’s Entertain-
er of the Year” for 2019. This 
singer, rapper, songwriter 
and…get this…flutist, at-
tained mainstream success 
with her third album, “Cuz 
I Love You.” Lizzo already 
has three Grammy Awards 
and a BET Award. For some 

new joy this week, search 
YouTube for her urban pop 
singles: “Juice,” “Tempo,” 
“Truth Hurts” and “Good As 
Hell.” Lizzobangers, her fans, 
get the whole place rockin’ to 
“Big Grrrl Small World.”

APRIL 28—JAY LENO is 
a television host, comic and 
writer. He did “stand-up com-
edy” for many years and be-
came host of NBC television’s 
“The Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno from 1992 to 2009. He is 
inducted into the “Television 
Hall of Fame.” Leno writes 
a regular magazine column 
titled “Motormouth” which 
highlights his car collection 
and offers automotive advice.

April 29—WILLIE NEL-
SON is a musician, songwrit-
er, actor, activist and one of 
the most-treasured artists 
in country music. Willie 
calls country music, “Three 
chords and the truth.” He 
wrote his first song at age 7 
and joined a band at age 10. 
During high school, Willie 
toured with a group called, 
“Bohemian Polka.” Among 
the song hits he penned are: 
“Funny How Time Slips 
Away,” “Hello Walls,” “Pret-
ty Paper” and a giant hit for 
Patsy Cline— “Crazy.” Per 
Grammy.com, Willie Nelson 
has had 52 nominations and 
10 wins.

April 30—GEORGE BAL-
ANCHINE (born Georgiy 
Melitonovich Balanchiv-
adze), invented American 
ballet. The Russian-Ameri-
can dancer/choreographer 
was the co-founder of the 
New York City Ballet. He was 
known for his musicality, ex-
pressing music with dance 
and working extensively with 
leading, contemporary com-
posers. He received these 
awards: the French Legion 
d’honneur, Kennedy Center 
Honors, Austrian Decoration 
for Science and Art, the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom 
(USA) and inducted into the 
American Theater Hall of 
Fame. Oh, also a crater on the 
planet, Mercury, was named 
in his honor.

COMMENTS 
OVERHEARD AT “THE 

LEAVES OF FUNNY 
GRASS BIRTHDAY 

PARTY” FOR AMERICAN 
JOY-GIVERS:

“Do anything, but let it pro-
duce joy.”—Walt Whitman

“I don’t care what you say 
about me, just be sure to spell 
my name wrong.”—Barbra 
Streisand

“Happiness, not in anoth-
er place but this place…not 
for another hour, but this 
hour.”—Walt Whitman

“When you have a dream, 
you’ve got to grab it and never 
let go.”—Carol Burnett

“If he don’t love you any-
more, just walk your fine ass 
out the door.”—Lizzo

“You can’t stay mad at some-
body who makes you laugh.”—
Jay Leno

“God has blessed you richly, 
so get down on your knees 
and thank him. Don’t forget 
the less fortunate or God will 
personally kick your ass. I’d 
love to do it for Him, but I 
can’t be everywhere.”—Willie 
Nelson

“If you don’t feel challenged, 
it’s because you are not do-
ing enough. Comfortable is 
lazy.”—George Balanchine 

“I’m not weird, just different 
from people who aren’t dif-
ferent.”—Barbra Streisand

“Keep your face always to-
ward the sunshine—and 
shadows will fall behind 
you.”—Walt Whitman

“Comedy=Tragedy + Time.”—
Carol Burnett

“Growing up is being less 
childish and more child-
like.”—Lizzo

“Here’s something to think 
about: How come you never 
see a headline like: “Psychic 
Wins Lottery.”—Jay Leno

“Indecision may or may not 
be our biggest problem.”—
Willie Nelson

“Music must be seen and 
dance must be heard.”—
George Balanchine

“I’m not a legend. I’m a work 
in progress.”—Barbra Strei-
sand

“We were together. I forget 
the rest.”—Walt Whitman

“No one ever said life was fair. 
Just eventful.”—Carol Bur-
nett

“You know you’re a star, you 
can touch the sky.”—Lizzo

“Scientists think they can 
now clone an all-white zebra. 
Now, I’m no expert, but isn’t 
that a horse?”—Jay Leno

“If you can be content right 
now, then you’ll always be 
content, because it’s always 
right now.”—Willie Nelson

“Why are you stingy with 
yourselves? Why are you 
holding back? What are you 
saving for—for another time? 
There are no other times. 
There is only now. Right 
now.”—George Balanchine

“Art does not exist only to en-
tertain, but also to challenge 
one to think, to provoke, 
even to disturb, in a constant 
search for truth.”—Barbra 
Streisand

“Every moment of every day 
is an unspeakably perfect 
miracle.”—Walt Whitman

“Giving birth is like taking 
your lower lip and forcing it 
over your head.”—Carol Bur-
nett

“Thick thighs save lives.”—
Lizzo

“According to a new survey, 
90% of men say their lover is 
also their best friend. This is 
kind of disturbing when you 

consider man’s best friend is 
his dog.”—Jay Leno

“Do you know why divorces 
are so expensive? Because, 
they’re worth it.”—Willie 
Nelson

“I’ve got more energy in old 
age than when I was younger 
because I know exactly what 
I want to do.”—George Bal-
anchine

“Just SCREAM! You vent, 
and the body just feels good 
after a good old yell.”—Carol 
Burnett

“I like simple things like elas-
tic waists, so I can eat.”—Bar-
bra Streisand

“No, I’m not a snack at all. 
Look baby, I’m the whole 
damn meal.”—Lizzo

“Thanksgiving, when the 
Indians said, “Well, this has 
been fun, but we know you 
have a long voyage back to 
England.”—Jay Leno

“When evolution has been 
outlawed, only the outlaws 
will evolve.”—Willie Nelson

“God create, I do not create. 
I assemble and I steal for ev-
erywhere to do it.”—George 
Balanchine

“I’m the best audience one 
could find. I love to laugh.”—
Carol Burnett

PARTY MENU FOR 
“THE LEAVES OF 

FUNNY GRASS 
BIRTHDAY PARTY:”

APPETIZER—Barbra Strei-
sand Lemongrass Prawns 
(epicurious.com)

SALAD—Jay Leno Bluegrass 
Salad (myrecipes.com)

ENTRÉE—Willie Nelson 
Grass-Fed Goat with Goat Is-
land Beer (recipe below)

SIDE DISH—Lizzo Pho You 
with Lemongrass (allrecipes.
com)

BREAD—Carol Burnett’s 
Mama’s Family Grass Bread 
(thefreshloaf.com)

BEVERAGE—Walt Whitman 
Leaves of Grass Herbal Cock-
tail (mr.bostondrinks.com)

DESSERT—George Bal-
anchine White Russian 
Mini-Trifle (yummly.com)

ONE TO GROW ON—We 
will have to wait until June 
29, 2021 for this book to be 
published but it sure promis-
es to be worth it. Titled “Wil-
lie Nelson’s Letters to Ameri-
ca” and co-created with Turk 
Pipkin, this hardcover-only 
book begins with Willie’s 
“Dear America” letter, and 
closes with “Dear Willie,” a 
letter to himself. Willie Nel-
son wrote this new book to 
give hope to the country he 
loves as we prevail through 
hard times. He honors his 
personal heroes and hero-
ines from our founders to the 
present and beyond. “Willie 
Nelson’s Letters to America” 

will be a very popular gift for 
the 2021 holidays.

As “The Leaves of Funny 
Grass Birthday Party” cel-
ebrants were readying to 
hit the road, Willie Nelson 
winked and said, “God knows 
I love this grass.” He ges-
tured to the lush greensward 
which the Central Park land-
scape designers, Olmstead 
and Vaux, originally created 
as a meadow to be mown by 
sheep and goats. Then, Wil-
lie, “The Red-Headed Strang-
er,” picked up his guitar and 
got everybody up and moving 
with this tune… “On the road 
again, goin’ places that we’ve 
never been. Seein’ things that 
we may never see again, and 
we can’t wait to get on the 
road again.”

WILLIE NELSON 
GRASS FED GOAT IN 
GOAT ISLAND BEER

(Source: americangrassfed.org)

INGREDIENTS
•	 Goat roast large enough 
to serve 4-6 people
•	 1 bottle of Goat Island 
Brewery Richter’s Pilsner
•	 1 tsp black pepper
•	 3-4 cloves garlic
•	 1 onion
•	 2 tsp sugar
•	 Juice of one lemon
•	 Salt to taste

DIRECTIONS
1.	 Grind up the garlic, onion, 
sugar, pepper and salt with 
the lemon juice in a blender. 
Then, mix with the beer.

2	 Marinate the meat in this 
mixture overnight.

3.	 Bake at 375F for 2-3 hours 
(depending on the size of the 
goat roast) until tender, bast-
ing with the juices periodical-
ly during the cooking time.

UNSPLASH

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR CANCER 
PATIENTS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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Notice of Self Storage Sale 
   Please take notice IN-N-OUT Self Storage located at 106 13th St., 
Cullman, AL 35055 intends to hold a sale to sell the property stored 
at the facility by the below occupant who is in default at an auction. 
The sale will occur or otherwise disposed as an online auction 
via www.storageauctions.com on 5/4/2021 at 10:00am. Unless 
stated otherwise the description of the contents are household goods 
and furnishings. 
   Gerald Cochrane, unit #631, 301 Fieldcrest Street, Hartselle, 
Alabama 35640. 
   This sale may be withdrawn at any time without notice. Certain 
terms and conditions apply. See manager for details. 
 

bits of stained glass, broken 
household goods, religious 
icons and several pieces of 
Bro. Joseph’s work in various 
stages of completion or re-
pair.
	 Gesturing to boxes and 
racks of odds and ends 
throughout the work space, 
South said, “All this was in 
here when we started; ev-
erything. We haven’t really 
brought anything in.”
	 South and Drake are 
working to give the shop a 
lived-in feel, with overalls 
hanging on the wall, and tools 
and project pieces displayed 
as they might be left at a 
break time.
	 “We’re trying to make it 
feel like he just got up and 
went to get a cup of coffee,” 
said South. “Or the Benedic-
tines ‘work or prayer,’ so he 
just got up for prayer.”

Working from direct 
knowledge of Bro. Joseph
South’s father was a teach-
er at St. Bernard back in its 
college days, and the family 
came on several occasions 
to meet Bro. Joseph and 
watch him work while they 
ate lunch. South said that 
he learned his colors as his 
mother pointed out and ex-
plained the various hues of 
items around the park.
	 Said South, “It’s a won-
derful place for children to 
learn their colors, because 
there’s every color you could 
imagine here!” 
	 South pondered his 
knowledge of Alabama art 
and asked, “Do I know a more 
important Alabama art-
ist? You know—a painter or 
someone who does sculpture, 
or something like that. And I 
don’t. And I’ve been a paint-
er in galleries for 35 years. I 
don’t know that person.
	 “This is one man’s pas-
sion--4.5 acres of passion 
that he’s doing over a 60-year 
period, so I don’t know of 
anything to compare with it.”

The miracle of connection
Drake, who lives in the Bre-
men area, and South met 
purely by chance at an art 
gallery in Decatur. Drake was 
carrying a piece of found-ob-
ject art that caught South’s 
attention and sparked an 
idea.
	 According to Drake, “He 
said, ‘Have you ever been to 
the Grotto?’ and I said, ‘Yeah, 
three or four times.’ And he 
said, ‘Really. When?’ and I 
said, ‘Well, when I was in first, 
second, third grade.’ He said, 
‘You must have a really good 
memory!’”
	 Turning to South, she 
continued, “And when you 
said that, I had a mental pic-
ture of me going, running, 
‘When’s lunch? Is there a 

treat? Is there a place where 
you can go buy stuff?’ After 
the first or second, ‘Yeah, 
it’s old buildings.’ And I 
came back after I talked to 
you, going, ‘This is amazing 
stuff!’ You know, as a child, 
you don’t appreciate what’s 
there.”
	 South pushed the idea of 
a revived Bro. Joseph work-
shop harder than he might 
push other notions, because 
it spoke to him in a special 
way. Said South, “I’m really 
not prone to do that, but I 
have been so interested for so 
long, and thought, ‘Maybe we 
could do something with this 
space.’ And really, when Don-
na got involved, we looked 
at (the uncleared workshop 
turned maintenance shed) 
and it was like, ‘Okay, Donna, 
what do you think? Could we 
do something?’ And Donna 
has a real can-do attitude, 
and so it was like, ‘Yeah, let’s 
get a broom! Let’s clean this 
thing up!’”

A candy store for the cre-
ative mind
Standing in the workshop, 
one sees the tiny bits that 
became Bro. Joseph’s sculp-
tures down in the Grotto. In 
addition to all of the glass, 
broken jewelry, stone and 
seashells, there are the mor-
tar mixing trays, hand tools 
and workbenches looking as 
if Bro. Joseph had just walked 
out the door. It would not 
take much for creative minds 
to see what kinds of things 
they might do if turned loose 
inside, and that is what Drake 
and South hope to see in the 
people who come to the shop. 
	 The host artists hope to 
see classes happen, and oth-
ers come to make things for 
themselves in the inspired 
space. New items made in the 
workshop will also be offered 
for sale in the Grotto gift 
shop. Most of what is in the 
shop will, of course, remain 
as an exhibit and tribute to 
Bro. Joseph, so donors are be-
ing sought to bring in a fresh 
supply of found objects to be 
used in projects and class-
es. Drake and South are also 
looking for artists specializ-
ing in mosaics, stained glass 
and found-object art who are 
interested in sharing their 
craft.
	 Said South, “If somebody 
wants to get involved here, 
we can figure out a volunteer 
thing that they could do, or a 
teaching thing they could do.”
	 A timetable for classes 
and other activities at the 
workshop has not been set. 
Those interested in getting 
involved or donating can 
contact the Ave Maria Grot-
to at 256-734-4110 or visit 
https://www.facebook.com/
avemariagrotto/.

Passion (from Front)

AUBURN UNIVERSITY, 
Ala. – Most everyone in Ala-
bama can say that they have 
smelled a skunk before—
and did not enjoy it. These 
crawling creatures usually 
look cute and cuddly from a 
distance, but you will regret 
it if you get too close. Ala-
bama Extension Forestry and 
Wildlife Specialist Wesley 
Anderson shares information 
on skunks native to Alabama.

Native Alabama Skunks
Two species of skunk call 
Alabama home: the striped 
skunk and the eastern spot-
ted skunk.
	 Both of these skunks are 

black and white in coloration. 
The striped skunk grows to 
about the size of a house cat 
upon reaching adulthood.
	 “The eastern spotted 
skunk is uncommon across 
most of their range, which 
extends up to Minnesota,” 
Anderson said.
	 “This skunk used to be 
more common, though it is 
unclear why the creatures are 
not seen as often anymore.”
	 This appropriately named 
skunk’s body features spots 
and is significantly smaller 
than the striped skunk.
	 Approximately the size of 
squirrels, it is rare to see an 
eastern spotted skunk in our 
state.

Skunk Spray

According to Anderson, 
skunks spray when nervous.
	 “Spraying is primarily a 
defense to keep them from 
getting eaten or otherwise 
harmed by other animals,” 
Anderson said.
	 This method of defense 
is quite effective, as humans 
and animals alike know to 
avoid a skunk that is spraying 
or is about to spray.
	 “Skunks have a keen 
sense of smell and do not 
want to be around their own 
spray,” Anderson said. “Gen-
erally, they only do it if they 
think that they are in danger 
of some sort.”
	 Before spraying, east-
ern spotted skunks will do 
a handstand that alerts by-
standers to what is about to 

happen.

Skunks as a Fur Source
Skunk fur was once a popu-
lar purchase, as people were 
selling it under names such 
as American sable, Alaskan 
sable or black marten.
	 Passing laws requiring 
sellers to call it skunk fur put 
a hit on the skunk fur indus-
try, as many buyers began 
associating the fur with their 
stench.
	 Today, the striped skunk 
is a furbearer in the state of 
Alabama.
	 Trapping these skunks 
occurs legally generally from 
November through Febru-
ary. However, it is illegal to 
harvest the eastern spotted 
skunk.

OUTDOORS

The big stink about Alabama skunks
Victoria Dee
Contributor

and most of all, we appreciate 
the taxes!” Barlett quipped. 
	 Owner Dusty Gibbs, who 
was joined by his wife Heath-
er and daughter Zoe, said 
to those joining in the cele-
bration, “We are excited to 
be here. I want to thank the 
council for all the help and 

support through this. Leav-
ing Holly Pond was a tough 
decision. That’s where I grew 
up, where I lived and where 
I went to school. Those peo-
ple have supported us for 15 
years.” 
	 Gibbs spoke of his em-
ployees as he fought back 

tears, “I wish I had every one 
of my employees here with 
me right now. I want y’all to 
know how much I appreciate 
you. There’s no way I could 
have done it without you. We 
are ecstatic to be here, and we 
are ready to hit the ground 
running. We want to welcome 

all of y’all and thank every-
body.” 
	 He said of his staff, “We 
have the best in the business.” 
	 Following remarks by 
Bartlett, Gibbs and Corey 
Harbison, guests were treat-
ed to refreshments and a tour 
of the sprawling garden cen-

ter. Gibbs thanked the for-
mer landowner, “The McEl-
roy family was tremendous 
to deal with. This was their 
homeplace and an emotional 
thing for them to do. I truly 
believe that the prayers of 
Mr. McElroy are still being 
answered today.”

	 Gibbs said of his goals 
with the new center in Good 
Hope, “We set out to build 
a destination garden center 
with state-of-the-art facil-
ities that would allow us to 
grow a premium product and 
affordable prices. I think we 
have done that.”

Bloom (from Front)

ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION OFFICE
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Obituary Announcements: April 16

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

June Crider Methvin, 
95, of Cullman
A visitation and 
memorial service for 
June Crider Methvin, 
95, of Cullman will 
be at 2 p.m., April 
30th, 2021 at Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
Cullman Funeral Home 

is honored to be serving 
the Methvin family. 
Mrs. Methvin died 
Thursday, April 22, 
2021 at her residence.  
She was born Dec. 
16, 1925 to Scott and 
Flora Wood Crider.  
She was a teacher during 
WWII and then later 

became a nurse.  She 
was beloved to one and 
all. She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
her husband: Orland 
Methvin and a brother: 
Jack Crider. Survivors 
include a son: Barry 
(Connie) Methvin; 
daughter: Susan Ellis; 

brothers: Grant Crider 
and Dwane (Delores) 
Crider; grandchildren: 
Alex Methvin, Max Ellis 
and a host of family 
and friends. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.cull-
manfuneralhome.com.

•Casket
•Removal  of  loved one (35  mi le  range)
•Al l  preparat ions  charges  for  v iewings
•Bas ic  Regis ter  Book and 50 Memoria l  Cards
•Unl ined Concrete  Box Outer  Buria l  Container
•Same Day Chapel  Viewing and Chapel  Service

T H I S  E S T A B L I S H M E N T  D O E S  N O T  O W N  A  C R E M A T O R Y

HOLLY POND FUNERAL HOME

161 BROOKLYN ROAD, HOLLY POND, AL | 256-796-0333

OPTIONS INCLUDE:

TRADITIONAL “CARE”
BURIAL PACKAGE SPECIAL

A D D I T I O N A L  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E  |  A F F O R D A B L E  C R E M A T I O N  P A C K A G E S  A V A I L A B L E

$3,995

F A M I L Y  O W N E D  &  O P E R A T E D  S I N C E  1 9 9 8

As I sometimes do, 
I got up before 
I woke up. Half 
asleep, I stumbled 

into the kitchen and poured 
myself that first cup of Joe. 
Then, in my state of groggi-
ness, I mistakenly took the 
wrong medicine…medicine 
that wasn’t even mine. At first 
this scared me half to death. 
I thought it could make me 
sick and perhaps even be fa-
tal since it had not been pre-
scribed for me. As it turned 
out, the good news is that I 
am now protected against 

heartworms, ticks, and fleas 
for the next six months!
	 The truth is that I real-
ly am protected against the 
dreaded-and-deadly Corona-
virus. I have had both shots 
of the Pfizer vaccine and am 
past the two-week-post-shot 
period. None of us are sure 
for how long we are protect-
ed, but for the time being we 
feel pretty safe.
	 Someone asked me re-
cently if I had been outside 
the state in the last year. I 
laughed and said, “Outside 
the state! I’ve barely been 
outside the house.”
	 I have spent more time 
at home over this past year 
than I have in probably the 
last five-years combined. I 

must admit, I have enjoyed 
that time more than I would 
have imagined. I have espe-
cially loved getting to spend 
so much time with Jean.
	 At the same time, I have 
missed doing what I enjoy 
doing so much. Normally, I 
would be speaking, and/or 
singing, in a church on Sun-
day mornings, or doing a pro-
gram of humor as Bro Billy 
Bob on Sundays nights or at 
a banquet or luncheon on an-
other day of the week.
	 All of that came to a 
screeching halt over a year 
ago. Since getting my vac-
cines, I have begun to knock 
off the rust. As Willy sang, I 
am on the road again. It really 
feels good to be back out and 

about.
	 Billy Bob got his first call 
to action in 2021 a few weeks 
ago, but I didn’t have to travel 
far. I did a banquet program 
at my home church in Ope-
lika. Then, a couple of weeks 
later, I filled up the tank, 
plugged in the GPS, put on my 
mask, and hit the trail.
	 I drove up through Ten-
nessee and crossed into Ken-
tucky.
	 Ole Billy Bob went to tick-
le the funny bone of a group of 
pastors and church leaders at 
Liberty Baptist Association, 
in Glasgow, Kentucky. I was 
there three-years ago to do a 
program for the association, 
as well as one for the inmates 
at Green River Correctional 

Facility. My ole friend Lynn 
Traylor invited me back last 
year, but the pandemic said, 
“I don’t think so.”
	 Finally, this year, we were 
able to go. Following the 
program, I drove back down 
through the beautiful roll-
ing-hill country of Eastern 
Kentucky and Tennessee and 
into Georgia.
	 I made a short visit to 
Dahlonega, one of my favor-
ite towns. I spent the night in 
a century-old-store building 
that has been converted into 
a small hotel.
	 From there we could 
walk the picturesque square, 
where a number of great 
shops, delicious cafes, and at 
least three fudge shops are 

located!
	 Last week I attended a 
three-day training confer-
ence in Prattville, Alabama. I 
told the event director that it 
was the best conference I had 
been to in over a year. It was 
also my first conference in 
over a year.
	 My phone is beginning 
to ring again, and emails are 
coming in, and thankfully 
this time they aren’t cancel-
lations. I’m not simply glad 
to be on the road again, I am 
glad to be back among people 
again. No, we aren’t there yet, 
but we are on our way!

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 334-
745-0588 (office).

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

On the road again feels so-o-o-o good

From The Files of 1954
Mrs. Icie Rowe Alley will re-
ceive a masters from the Uni-
versity of Alabama on Friday. 
Richard Johnston and Gloria 
Florence will be awarded 
bachelor degrees.
	 Last week’s Mystery Farm 
was an easy one to identify. A 
dozen people called in rapid 
succession to identify it as 
the Elbert Cobb farm, Route 
One, Hanceville.
	 The first person to identi-
fy the farm was Mrs. Claude 

Edwards. The next few after 
her were Herman Reid, Mrs. 
Coy Madison, Albert Smith, 
Mrs. J.B. Keller, Ruth Gosa, 
Mrs. Dennis Blalock, Kermit 
Wix, R.B. Plott, Mrs. Martine 
Wamp, W.O. Hicks and Mrs. 
Wallace Green.
	 The Cobbs bought their 
57 acre farm, in 1936, from 
Mrs. Andy Kelhoffer and 
since that time have done 
quite a bit of remodeling and 
have added 110 feet onto their 
chicken house.

	 Top crops on the farm are 
hens (they have 1,000 hens in 
layer cages) and 60 beef cat-
tle. They also grow corn and 
other grain for their cattle.
	 Before their marriage, 
in 1934, Mrs. Cobb was Miss 
Agnes Keller. They have four 
children, Elbert, Junior, 18, 
who enters the University of 
Alabama this fall, Alice Faye, 
16, a senior at Hanceville 
High School, Charles, 11 and 
Johnny, 6.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Cobb are 

both graduates of Cullman 
High. He is a Mason and 
member of the Farm Bu-
reau. She is active in Home 
Demonstration work and 
Eastern Star. The Cobbs are 
members of Hopewell Bap-
tist Church.
	 Jesse Garvis Miller, a 19 
year old Baileyton youth, was 
taken to Jefferson Hillman 
Hospital last weekend, af-
ter being injured by a falling 
horse.
	 Young Miller was stand-

ing beside the horse, when 
a bull charged the horse, 
knocking it down on him.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Robert 
Hayes, of Holly Pond, have 
seven month old triplets, 
Rickey, Bobby and Tommy. 
Following their January 18 
birth, Gerber Baby Food 
Company has supplied free 
food. The triplets have a sis-
ter, Gayle, age 3 and brothers, 
Paul, 15 and James, 14.
	 Four people were injured 
at about 6:45 a.m. on Monday, 

when a collision knocked one 
vehicle into the J.R. Tucker 
Store. A 25 foot section of 
the store was knocked down. 
Wilburn Webster and Leo 
Schwaiger were driving the 
vehicles.
	 Added to the list of those 
“over 80” who are helping the 
Cullman Tribune celebrate 
its 80th anniversary are J.M. 
Persall, 85, of Cullman, Mrs. 
W.H. Watts, 81, of Route One, 
Holly Pond and J.K. William-
son, of Route Ten, Cullman.

HISTORY

Files from Yesteryear: 1954

Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

POET'S CORNER

My Soul, there is a country 

Afar beyond the stars, 

Where stands a winged sentry 

All skillful in the wars; 

There, above noise and danger 

Sweet Peace sits, crown’d with smiles, 

And One born in a manger 

Commands the beauteous files. 

He is thy gracious friend 

And (O my Soul awake!) 

Did in pure love descend, 

To die here for thy sake. 

If thou canst get but thither, 

There grows the flow’r of peace, 

The rose that cannot wither, 

Thy fortress, and thy ease. 

Leave then thy foolish ranges, 

For none can thee secure, 

But One, who never changes, 

Thy God, thy life, thy cure.

PEACE
By: Henry Vaughan (1622-1695) 

CULLMAN, Ala. – Dr. Bill 
Deutsch was the special 
guest at Wednesday’s Lunch 
and Learn at the North Al-
abama Agriplex in celebra-
tion of Earth Day. Deutsch is 
the co-founder of Alabama 
Water Watch and author of 
“Alabama Rivers: A Celebra-
tion & Challenge.” He spoke 
to guests about his book and 

signed copies afterward. 
	 Deutsch discussed the 
important role the Alabama 
river system plays in our his-
tory and culture.
	 “Our sense of place, our 
heritage, our culture has 
been largely defined by rivers.
	 “I jokingly say, although 
it’s not so joking, that you 
can’t listen to country music 
for 15 minutes without a song 
about falling in love, getting 
drunk or falling off a log in a 

river.
	 “So, rivers are a part of 
our art, our culture in gener-
al--our music and our histo-
ry.”
	 Deutsch said, “In Ala-
bama, we have more navi-
gable stream miles than any 
state. We have over 132,000 
miles of flowing water and 
virtually no natural lakes.” 

Alabama is home to 10 ma-
jor river basins:

•	 Tennessee

•	 Tombigbee

•	 Black Warrior

•	 Cahaba

•	 Coosa

•	 Tallapoosa

•	 Chattahoochee

•	 Alabama

•	 Mobile

•	 Coastal Plain Streams

Cullman is part of the Black 
Warrior River Basin and ac-
cording to Deutsch, “The 
Black Warrior has been 
deemed one of the oldest 
rivers in the world.” He add-
ed, “With the Black Warrior, 
you’re not only drinking the 

same water the dinosaurs 
drank, you are drinking it 
from the same river because 
there are remains of them in 
Alabama.” 
	 Deutsch’s book covers 
many other topics, including 
the human and natural his-
tory of each river. “Alabama 
Rivers: A Celebration & Chal-
lenge” by Dr. Bill Deutsch is 
available now in stores and 
online. To order, visit https://
alabamariversbook.org.

Deutsch (from Front)
Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com
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CULLMAN, Ala. – After put-
ting together a phenomenal 
regular season and claiming 
an area title, the Lady Bear-
cats returned home to Oliver 
Woodard Stadium Thursday 
night to host the opening 
round of this year’s AHSAA 
state playoffs. Cullman took 
a 1-0 lead into the halftime 
break and tacked on three 
more goals in the second half 
to pull away and defeat the 
Lady Tigers 4-0. 
	 Lady Bearcats Coach Me-
gan Hackbarth was proud of 
the way her squad overcame a 
slow start and finished strong 
to put away Springville. 
	 These girls have spent 
many years learning to play 
together and Hackbarth is ex-
cited to see how far they can 
go in the postseason.
	 “I think we came out a lit-
tle slow today. Obviously the 
first half was a little touch and 
go and we challenged them at 
halftime to go out and play as 
unit and as a team and have 
fun,” Hackbarth said.
	 “I think they responded 
very well, and they played 
together, and things started 
working out once they start-
ed playing as a unit.
	 “These girls have been 
together for so long that they 
just instinctively know how 
to play with each other and 
its really fun to watch.
	 “When they’re on they’re 
on so I’m excited to see how 
they progress and hopefully 
keep going.”

	 After a scoreless opening 
stretch, Ashlei Bryant snuck 
a goal past the Springville 
keeper to give the Lady Bear-

cats and early 1-0 lead and 
that lead held going into the 
halftime break. 
	 Cullman added to its lead 

early in the second half with a 
goal from Addie Echols that 
made it 2-0 and Jeta Falcon 
placed one just under the 

crossbar to stretch the lead to 
3-0. Bryant scored her second 
goal of the game in the final 
minutes to secure a 4-0 win 

for the Lady Bearcats. 
	 Cullman will advance to 
either Athens or Fort Payne 
in round two next week.

PREP SOCCER PLAYOFFS

Cullman downs Springville 4-0 in opening round
Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

Cullman’s Ashlei Bryant scores during the first half of the Lady Bearcats’ 4-0 win over Springville Thursday night.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

WEST POINT, Ala. – West 
Point was coming off a thrill-
ing win Tuesday against Rus-
sellville and The Lady War-
riors found themselves in 
another tight game Thursday. 
They hosted Jasper on senior 
night and after Lexi Shad-
ix and Sydney Sellers were 
recognized before the game, 
Carlie Wilkins put on one of 
her best performances of the 
season to lead West Point to a 
1-0 win over the Lady Vikings. 
Wilkins tossed a no-hitter in 
the win, striking out 17 bat-
ters in the process. 
	 Wilkins retired the side to 
start out the game and Shad-
ix crushed the first pitch that 
she saw over the center field 
wall to give the Lady Warriors 
a 1-0 lead. Wilkins struck out 
the last two batters in the top 
of the second and struck out 
the side in the third through 
the fifth inning. West Point 
looked to add on to their 
lead in the bottom of the fifth 
as Lexi Kimbril and Betha-
ny Minck hit back-to-back 
two-out singles, then Shadix 
reached on an error to load 
the bases, but they were un-
able to push across any runs.
	 Wilkins struck out the 
side once again in the top of 
the sixth. Sellers and Braelee 
Quinn led off the bottom of 
the sixth with back-to-back 
singles, but once again, West 
Point was not able to add on 
to their lead and they went 
into the top of the seventh 
still up, 1-0.
	 After striking out the first 
batter in the top of the sev-
enth, Wilkins then hit the 
next batter, but got the next 
two batters to fly out and pop 
out, respectively, to complete 
her dominating no-hitter as 
the Lady Warriors wound up 
shutting out the Lady Vikings 
1-0.
	 Shadix finished with a 
solo home run in the game 
for West Point (20-17-2). Sell-
ers added two hits. Minck, 
Wilkins, Braelee Quinn, and 
Kimbril each added a hit as 
well. The Lady Warriors will 
travel to take on Arab Friday.

Other Thursday scores:
Falkville 12 - Cold Springs 1 

(Softball)
Falkville jumped out to a 
quick 9-0 lead before Cold 
Springs got on the scoreboard 
in the top of the sixth inning 
on an RBI single by Adriana 
Young. The Lady Blue Devils 
added three more runs in the 
bottom of the sixth to end the 
game as the Lady Eagles end-
ed up falling on the road to 
Falkville, 12-1.
	 Young finished with two 
hits and an RBI for Cold 
Springs. Shay Sellers added 
two hits, and Anna Katherine 
Voce and Emma Black each 
collected a hit as well. 

Arab 5 - Holly Pond 1 (Soft-
ball)
Arab jumped out to a quick 
2-0 lead as they scored on an 
RBI double and an error; they 
added two more in the third 
on an RBI double and an er-

ror. Holly Pond got on the 
scoreboard in their half on 
an RBI fielder’s choice by Bai 
Widner, but a bases-loaded 
walk by the Lady Knights in 
the top of the fourth pushed 
the Lady Bronco deficit to 
four at 5-1 
	 Holly Pond got a little 
rally going in their half as 
Madyson Rickman singled 
and Taylor Simmons reached 
on a fielder’s choice. Rickman 
moved to third on an error 
and Simmons moved to sec-
ond on defensive indiffer-
ence, but Addison Armstrong 
went down swinging to end 
the game as the Lady Broncos 
ended up falling to the Lady 
Knights, 5-1.
	 Widner finished with an 
RBI for Holly Pond (15-8). Sa-
mantha Giles, Rickman, and 
Addison Armstrong each col-
lected a hit in the game.

PREP SOFTBALL

Wilkins’ no-hitter lifts 
West Point over Jasper 1-0
Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

West Point’s Carlie Wilkins pitched a no-hitter and collected 17 
strikeouts in the Lady Warriors’ 1-0 win over Jasper Thursday.

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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