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Senior centers to reopen June 1

Christy Perry

christy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - Good
news for area seniors! Cull-
man County Commission
on Aging Director Stephanie
Lawson confirmed Tuesday
afternoon that all senior
centers will resume normal
operations June 1. As of right
now, Lawson said that they

are under no restrictions or
mask requirements when
they do reopen.

To celebrate the re-open-
ings, the COA has been co-
ordinating with Cullman
Sheriff Matt Gentry and the
Cullman County Sheriff’s
Office to have cookouts at
each center during the com-
ing month to celebrate. Law-
son said, “We are so excited

and Laurie Knight, our nu-
trition coordinator, has been
working very hard to set it

2

up.

The first cookout date
will be Friday, June 4, 2021,
at the Cullman Senior Cen-
ter with the CCSO serving
lunch at 11 a.m. Knight add-
ed, “Iwill be setting up cook-
out dates at each senior cen-
ter for the next month or so.”

e

The Cullman County Commission on Aging

SPECIAL EDITION
Cullman
Christian School
and Child

Devel. Center
graduation issue

CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

FRANKWEILER FOUNTAIN
FLOWS AGAIN!

Owners of A Touch

W.C. Mann

craig@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - To cele-
brate the twinning of Cull-
man and its German sister
city Frankweiler, the Cull-
man German Club built the
Frankweiler Fountain on 1st
Avenue across from A Touch
of German in 1988. One of
the German gift shop’s own-
ers at the time, Al Grobe,
maintained the fountain un-
til his death in 2003, shortly
after which the fountain was
shut off. As of Sunday eve-
ning, after approximately 18
years, the water was flowing
once again.

of German restoring local landmark

John Caples by the fountain he and wife Judith Caples repaired over the weekend.

John Caples and his wife
Judith Caples, current own-
ers of A Touch of German,
decided to take on the proj-
ect after the City of Cull-
man expressed a desire to
take down and relocate the
nonfunctional fixture. Over
the weekend, they installed
new lines, fittings and a new
pump, then cranked up the
fountain early Sunday eve-
ning.

John Caples said that
the store often gets inquiries
about the fountain, adding,
“Your heart moves to those
folks that have an interest
and, with that in mind, that
was really what compelled

me to get this thing up and
running.”

Caples pointed out that
his connection to the foun-
tain and shop is one that goes
all the way home with him
at night. After purchasing
the shop from Peggy Grobe
and moving to a house he
had bought in the Historic
District, he discovered that
the home had previously
been owned by the family of
Mary Carson Glasscock, who
founded the shop back in the
1970s. Glasscock sold the
shop to a group of investors
including Grobe in the late
1980s.

Caples told The Tribune
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that he and his wife will con-
tinue making improvements
to the downtown landmark,
including new plants around
the fountain, new multi-
colored LED lights in and
around the structure and a
more powerful pump to in-
crease the visibility of the
water flow at the top.

“We’re hoping that peo-
ple that do come by will get
to enjoy a piece, a little bit,
of the heritage that comes
along with being a citizen of
Cullman. And with that, it
brings a lot of honor for us
to do this for the family that
actually started A Touch of
German.”
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Cullman (from Front)

Ashlyn Grey

ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. - Calling
all who love anything soapy,
sudsy and splendidly scented!
Magnolia Soap & Bath Co has
arrived in Cullman and they
are stocked full of bath prod-
ucts so great, you will always
be buying in multiples. When
Magen Bynum founded this
company, she had a vision to

provide plant-based, hand-
made products especially for
people with sensitive skin
who may deal with eczema or
psoriasis. Magen began hand-
making all her products in
her kitchen at home. She still
commits to testing all recipes
to make sure they are safe for
all skin types before teaching
them to her employees.
When asked what it is like
to work in this bath product

paradise, manager Jaime Pil-
grim said, “I absolutely love
my job. It is so rewarding to
see your artwork go out the
door. I love hearing custom-
ers come back in and tell us
how it has helped them and
their skin.”

They have had numerous
testimonials from now reg-
ular patrons about their lo-
tions, bubble bath bombs and
laundry soaps. What’s better?

They are in the process of
crafting and releasing brand-
new shampoo and condition-
er bars and they always have
something in the works. The
amazing atmosphere pro-
vided by the staff of Magno-
lia Soap & Bath Co here in
Cullman shows that they are
careful with their work, com-
mitted to being a team, and
most importantly of all, pas-
sionate about what they do.

West Point (from Front)

Christy Perry

christy@cullmantribune.com

WEST POINT, Ala. - West
Point residents will soon be
paying more for water. The
town council vot-ed Monday
night to amending the cur-
rent ordinance increasing
sewer rates by 10% across the
board. This would be the first
rate increase in over 10 years.
In addition to the increase,
late fees will also be imple-
mented.

The current residential

base rate is $19.00 for less
than 2,000 gallons.

Mayor Schafer said of the
increase, “Cullman and Good
Hope I think are a good bit
higher.”

Councilman Darion Dan-
iel made the motion to in-
crease the rates by 10%, stat-
ing, “I say go up 10% and we
can go up another 10% in five
years or whatever.”

Daniel also made a mo-
tion to add late fees, though
the amount of the fee was not
decided.

Council member Timmy
Smith voted against the in-
crease.

A date for the increase
was not deter-mined as the
town will have to get with
town attorney Dan Willing-
ham to rewrite the ordinance.

Schafer said of the late
fees, “There’s no incentive to
pay and there are several that
take advantage of that. Really,
the late fee is the big thing.”

The council also voted to
apply for a grant through the
Cullman County Community

Development Commission in
hopes of repairing the retain-
ing wall at the ballpark.

The town then consid-
ered lights for the walking
trail and maintenance for
ball field number one before
agreeing that the retaining
wall was the priority at this
time due to safety concerns.

The West Point Town
Council meets every third
Monday of each month at 6
p-m. inside the Town Hall.
The public is invited to at-
tend.

Classrooms (from Front)

The Office of Gov. Kay Ivey

Contributor

MONTGOMERY, Ala. -
Governor Kay Ivey and the
Alabama Department of
Early Childhood Education
are proud to announce that
the nationally recognized,
high-quality Alabama First
Class Pre-K program will
add 135 new classrooms in 41
counties, including Cullman,
this fall. This is the first round
of new classroom funding
that will be released by the
Alabama Department of Ear-
ly Childhood Education. Ad-
ditional classrooms will be
funded based on further eval-
uation of high-needs areas
prior to the commencement
of the 2021-2022 school year.

New classrooms will ex-
pand access to the state-fund-
ed, voluntary pre-K program
to 24,714 children in the

2021-2022 school year, with
more than 1,373 classrooms
statewide, moving closer to
Alabama’s goal of serving
70% of eligible 4-year-old
children.

“Alabama’s  First-Class
Pre-K has been recognized as
a national model for deliver-
ing high-quality early child-
hood education and gives our
youngest citizens a strong
start to their educational
journey,” Governor Ivey said.

“I am glad to see that even
more students will have ac-
cess to pre-K next year and
look forward to the day that
all Alabama families who
want pre-K for their children
have access,” she said.

The Alabama Legislature
approved Governor Ivey’s
recommended budget in-
crease for the Alabama De-
partment of Early Childhood
Education, which includes

$151 million for the Office of
School Readiness that ad-
ministers First Class Pre-K.
In addition to funding
new classrooms throughout
the state, the Alabama De-
partment of Early Childhood
Education will continue
to ensure pay parity for all
First-Class Pre-K teachers
with the same 2% pay raise as
K-12 public school teachers
in the upcoming school year.
“We are excited to add
135 new classrooms to our
First-Class Pre-K program
in the coming year,” said Dr.
Barbara Cooper, secretary of
the Alabama Department of
Early Childhood Education.
“In conversations with
leaders across the state, it is
apparent that the benefits of
high-quality pre-K are well
understood.
“Thank you to the organi-
zatons within the early learn-

ing mixed delivery system
who have stepped up to part-
ner with us to provide this
valuable opportunity in all
67 counties,” said Secretary
Cooper.

Students who participate
in the Alabama First Class
Pre-K program are more
likely to be proficient in math
and reading, with no evi-
dence of fade out of the bene-
fits of high-quality pre-K over
time.

These long-term results
hold true even after con-
trolled for student demo-
graphics and other variables
such as poverty.

Alabama has continued
to prioritize and strength-
en early learning during the
pandemic.

Alist of all classrooms can
be found at: http://children.
alabama.gov/parents-fami-
lies/findprek.

Berlin (from Front)

W.C. Mann

craig@cullmantribune.com

BERLIN, Ala. - The Berlin
Town Council on Monday
evening approved the expen-
diture of up to $100,000 on
roads or portions of roads
within the municipality. This
will be added to a $100,000
state grant secured in March
with the help of local leg-
islators State Rep. Randall
Shedd, R-Fairview and State
Sen. Garlan Gudger, R-Cull-
man. Mayor Patrick Bates
told the council that town
revenues have already ex-
ceeded budget predictions
with four months still to go in
the fiscal year, so the money
is available.

Under an agreement with
county officials, the com-
bined funding will allow
county road crews to work
on County Roads:

¢ 1600 - resurfacing
e 1615 -resurfacing

e 1625 (Berlin’s portions) -
resurfacing

e 1626 - resurfacing

e 1612 and 1614 - the poor
condition roads will be
ground into dirt roads for the
time being, with a view to-
ward later improvement.

According to information
provided at the grant an-
nouncement in March, the
resurfacing projects will in-
clude laying of new road base
and chip seal.

Bates also told the council
that the Alabama Emergen-
cy Management Agency has
reviewed a $124,000 hazard
mitigation grant proposal
for a town storm shelter, and
that $93,000 in local match
funding toward the project
should be available next year
for construction of a 90-per-

son storm shelter with two
bathrooms and a generator.

The council approved an
amended Hazard Mitigation
Plan in preparation for the
project.

The council also approved:
e A resolution to ask the
Cullman County Commis-
sion to include Berlin on the
county’s state bid list

« Installation of an exterior
faucet at Town Hall by Best
Plumbing, in the amount of
$225

e Installation of sod, grass,
shrubs and a flagpole around
the ramps and steps at Town
Hall by Steve Clark, in the
amount of $3,500, plus the
cost of the flagpole

* Purchase of a trailer stor-
age unit for the Town Hall
property, in the amount of
$3,250

* Transfer of council meet-
ings to Town Hall starting on
the second Monday in July

Weather radios still avail-
able

Berlin Fire Chief Ralph
Laney, in attendance at the
meeting, announced that
weather radios are still avail-
able to any household within

the Berlin Fire District. If you
pay dues to the Berlin Fire
Department, you are eligible
for a free radio whether you
live within Berlin Town Lim-
its or not. Visit Berlin Town
Hall or the Berlin Farmers
Market during business

hours.

The Berlin Town Council
meets at 7 p.m. on the second
Monday of each month at the
Berlin Community Center.
The public is invited to at-
tend.
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WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver

Clean driving record, clean criminal record,
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment
drug and alcohol screening, must be 21 years of age
or older, good positive work ethics.

NO PHONE CALLS

Stop in office to fill out application
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Mullins Body Shop, LLC
11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055

Borden Family Pharmacy

1999 -2019

PROVERBS
17:22

Borden
FAMILY
PHARMACY

bordenfamilypharmacy.com

236-134-1939

LEGALS
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADOPTION OF K.N.W.

A minor child.

D.0.B. 01/22/2010

CASE NO.: AD2021-025

NOTICE OF PETITION FOR ADOPTION

TO: TIMOTHY JAMES WHITE, BIOLOGICAL FATHER OF A MINOR
CHILD BORN TO KELLI SUMMERS

Please take notice that a Petition for Adoption was filed in the Probate Court of
Cullman County, Alabama by Steven Corey Summers, Petitioner. If you should contest
this adoption, you must file a written response within Thirty (30) days from the date of
the last notice of publication. Your response must be filed with Counsel for said
petitioner, whose name and address are shown below, and with the Clerk of Probate
Court, 500 2™ Avenug SW, Room 101, Cullman County, Alabama.

i
poneTHs [ € Ay oF 7]’% :

TAMMY BROW
CULLMAN COE?

L 2021.

[, JUDGE OF PROBATE
ITY, ALABAMA

Jerry L. Kilgo
Attorney for Petitioner
105 1" Avenue NE
Suite G

Cullman, AL 35055

Living Landscapes
BLOOMING PLANTERS
May Bth, 600 - 800 pm

Dusty Gibbs of Gibbs Garden Center will share his
secrets to healthy blooms all summer long in potted

plants. Participants will make their own 12 inch
potted flower to display for summer. Cost, $30.00.
Registration required.

: 122 an
5 - 05-18-2021 09.%2 R
i gmugf 533926c?‘4gr5butev Lullman Countys AL
Tamng Bro

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA
INRE: THE ESTATE OF )
ELSIE PHILLIPS, ) CASE NO PC2021-145

Deceased. )

NOTICE OF HEARING
PETITION FOR LETTERS OF GUARDIANSHIP

TO: ANY KNOWN OR UNKNOWN NEXT OF KIN OR INTEREST PARTIES

Please take notice that a hearing on the Petition for Letters of Guardianship, filed by
Diane L. Dunning. Attorney for Kemberly Patty, Petitioner, is set for hearing on the 16" day of
June, 2021, at 10:00 A.M.. Before Tammy Brown, Judge of Probate, Cullman County
Courthouse, 500 2™ Avenue SW, Room 101, Cullman, Alabama 35055.

Done this the l 8 day of m&u 2020.

ja/rn/}w /6AW

TAMMY BROWNK{ JUDGE OF PROBATE
CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Diane L. Dunning

Assistant Attorney General
State of Alabama

Dept. of Human Resources
P.O. Box 13248
Birmingham, AL 35202-3248
(205)423-4851

IN THE PROBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

Successors to

VIRGIL B. FOWLER
oot Sttt ancd Sisunance

AGENCY
Cuclity Sonoo 1995

734-3821

vbfowlerinsurance.com

WILLIAM RICHARD & SON INSURANCE

* Eotoltishod 7555

Virgil B. Fowler 1895-1978 - Virgil B. Fowler Jr. 1937-2019 - Dorothy S. Fowler - Jason S. Fowler

IN RE: THE ESTATE OF ¥
JANICE KAY PRUETT J CASE NO.: PC 2021-200
D d *

NOTICE

PETITION FOR SUMMARY DISTRIBUTION

Notice is hereby given that a Petition for Summary Distribution (Small Estates Act) has
been filed on the 14th day May, 2021, by Jane Pruett Baston, Petitioner, and that thirty (30) days
after the notice of publication hereof and pursuant to the law of the State of Alabama, the Court
shall be requested to enter an order directing summary distribution of the estate of said decedent.

Jane Pruett Batson
Petitioner

Richard L. McCurley, Jr.

PO Box 861287

Tuscaloosa, AL 35486

To: PUBLISHER OF The Cullman Tribune

Please publish the above notice ONE TIME in said newspaper, and thereafter file with the
Court a copy of the notice so published and an affidavit of publication.

. 2021,

DONE this the / 3’ day of __ /1/] (Lg/ ]

TAMMY BROW}
CULLMAN CO5

JUDGE OF PROBATE
{TY., ALABAMA
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents
reported May 18

Cullman Tribune Staff

Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. - Below
are the arrests and incidents
reported May 18, 2021. All
persons are inno-cent until
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = fail-
ure to appear

CULLMAN COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
May 17
o first-degree theft of prop-
erty; person; St. Joseph St.
NW
¢ unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; person;
Birmingham St. SW
¢ unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; person;
2nd Ave. NW

ARRESTS

May 18

Johnson, Heath K.; 34

¢ possession of drug para-
phernalia

¢ FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia (2 counts)

¢ FTA- expired tag

¢ FTA- insurance violation

Boyd, Lacie M.; 24
¢ possession of drug para-
phernalia

Walmsley, Cody J.; 22

* FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia

¢ FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana

¢ FTA- attempt to elude

e FTA- obstructing govern-
mental operations

¢ FTA- fourth-degree theft
of property

¢ FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal trespass (2 counts)

Harris, Christopher P.; 30
¢ FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal trespass

Gold, Thomas A.; 53
e FTA- fourth-degree theft
of property

Starnes, Michael R.; 32
¢ FTA- insurance violation

Hansard, Shannon R.; 44
¢ FTA- fourth-degree theft
of property

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well”
Community Women’s
Bible Study

» Tuesday mornings at
10 at the Hebrews Cafe
at East Side Baptist
Church, 1111 Third St. SE
in Cullman

» Please wear a mask/
face covering,.

Baileyton
Days

* First and third Satur-
day of each month from
8 a.m. - 1 p.m. at the old
Baileyton fire station
next to the town’s park

e Beauty and health
products, toys, home
goods, pet items, food
and many everyday
items

* A donation of $20 will
allow a shopper to fill
up a bag, and for $40 a
shopper can fill a large
box. Some of the items
of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation.
There will be some re-
strictions and product
limits on the items. Cash
and checks accepted.

* Proceeds will be used
for park improvements

Bargain

and capital improve-
ments for the town.
Alcoholics Anony-
mous

The Grace of God group
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome)
Monday and Thursday
nights from 7 - 8 p.m.
at the Carriage House,
located next to Grace
Episcopal Church, 305
Arnold St. NE Cullman.
Contact phone num-
bers: 256-347-1097, 256-
841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services- Spir-
it Life Church of GOD
* Spirit Life Church of
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr.
NW, Cullman

* Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and
pray with us or come to
receive prayer.

» Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m.
Children welcome.

* Classes- Wednesdays
at 7 p.m. Children and
youth classes. Adult
class, “The Phases of
Armageddon” by Pastor

Bobby Dodd

¢ Sundays at 9 am. Van
runs in 5 Points area.
Call 256-841-2060 for
pickup. Small group
classes for adults, chil-
dren and youth at 10
a.m. Praise and worship
and message at 11 a.m.

. Mondays-Fridays-
Our 5 Points Ministry
provide free hot meals
for children and elderly
3:30-5 p.m. at the Cull-
man Housing Authori-
ty Community Center
1545 Vine Circle SW
Please call Aimee at 256-
841-2060 to register or
for more information.
Eat in or take out. Kids’
activities are available.
Kids donot have to come
to the center to get afree
meal. Adults can list the
names of the children
and do takeout meals.
Sponsored by Kids Lov-
ing Kids, Raising Arrows
Ministry and Spirit Life
Church.

¢ Sundays-9 a.m. Van
runs in 5 Points Area.
Call 256-841-2060 for
pickup. Small group
classes for children,
youth and adults at 10
a.m. Praise and Worship
and message at 11 a.m.

e Saturday May 22 - 7
p.m. No Talent Talent
Show. No fees to attend.
Come and join in the fun
and fellowship and see
church members dress
up as their favorite sing-
ers and lip sync to their
favorite songs! 6 p.m.
Food available for pur-
chase.

Free Community Din-
ner at Center Hill Bap-
tist Church

¢ 5 - 6 pm.- The first
Wednesday of every
month we will be offer-
ing a Free Community
Dinner. Church mem-
bers, community mem-
bers, neighbors and
friends are welcome.
This will be takeout
only. Please message
or comment with how
many plates you will
need to help us prepare
enough food for every-
one. RSVP at http://bit.
ly/centerhill.

¢ 13108 County Road
747, Hanceville, AL
35077

Miércoles de Despen-
sas

¢ 6 - 7 p.m. ler. miercoles
del mes, En Su Tierra
Cullman FUMC

» Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere
ID. Entrega en su vehi-
culo. Por favor use mas-
carilla.

Festhalle
Market
e 7am. -2 p.m. - Open
every Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday from
April - October

e Stop by to shop the
freshest produce from
Cullman-based farms.

e For more informa-
tion, call 256-590-5009
or send an email to
mgraveman@cullman-
recreation.org

Farmers

West Point Class of
’59 Reunion

May 22 - The West Point
Class of ’59 Reunion will
be held at the West Point
Brandin Iron at 11 a.m.
Saturday, May 22. For
more information, call
Doyle or Carolyn Kilgo
Jones at 256-734-3078
or 901-482-5500 or
email doylebama@char-
ter.net

Cullman Shred Day
Saturday, May 22 - Pre-
sented by the Better
Business Bureau of
North Alabama, Cull-
man Shred Day will
offer free contactless
drive-up services, such
as document shredding
and drug take back (no
needles) from 9 a.m. - 12
p.m. at the King Edward
Plaza Shopping Cen-
ter — 1731 2nd Ave. SW,
Cullman, AL 35055. For
more information, call
256-734-82009.

Memorial Day Cere-
mony

May 29 - The American
Legion will be in charge
of the Memorial Day
Ceremony Saturday,
May 29, at 10 a.m. at Vet-
erans Park at Sportsman
Lake Park.

First Annual Car &
Bike Show

e June 5 - Hosted by The
American Legion, this
event will feature all

makes and years, Satur-
day, June 5 from 9 a.m.
- 2 p.m. The entrance
fee is $10 per vehicle and
registration will end at
11 a.m. Categories are:
People’s Choice (Auto),
People’s Choice (Bike)
and Commander’s
Choice.

¢ There will also be
bouncy houses and snow
cones for the kids, as
well as a raffle drawing
($1 for one ticket or $5
for six)

¢ Contact Ruth Bealer at
256-620-1334 or Brian
Butler at 256-531-3032
for more information.

Swamp John’s dinner
to benefit Pilot Light
Home

¢ June 8 - Hosted by A
United Way of Cullman
County Agency. Plates
are $12, with the choice
of fish, shrimp, chicken
or combination, as well
as homemade desserts
by Renee Wright. Both
dine in and carry out
are available. This event
will be Tuesday, June 8,
2021, from4 p.m.-7p.m.
at the Sherift’s training
building: 1910 Beech Av-
enue SE, CULLMAN.

e For tickets or more
information: 256-531-
2525

Cullman County Bo-
som Buddies Craft
Fair and Vendor Expo

e Saturday, June 12th
from 9 am. - 4 p.m. at
Cullman Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 2214

e 112 Veterans Dr. SW,
Cullman, AL 35055

¢ For more information,
call Judy Grissom at
256-347-5993

Christ Lutheran
Church Anniversary

e June 20 - 100th Anni-
versary Kickoff Event

¢ Free Community Ice
Cream Social

*2-4pm.

Country Legends Re-
discovered Exhibition
¢ Evelyn Burrow Mu-
seum at Wallace State
Community College.

e Through August 31.
Tuesday-Friday: 9 a.m.
- 5 p.m. and Saturday 10
am.-2pm.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

uesday, May 18,
2021,COVID-19

update from
the  Alabama
Department of Pub-

lic Health’s COVID-19
Dashboard Hub (https://
bit.ly/3iVIwXK)

Case details®

¢ Total confirmed cases
in Alabama: 415,726

¢ Probable cases in Al-
abama: 124,877 (+654
since yesterday)

e Total confirmed
deaths in Alabama: 8,700
(+18 since yesterday)

¢ Probable deaths in Al-
abama: 2,343

¢ Total confirmed cas-
es in Cullman Co.: 6,617
(+47 since yesterday)

¢ Probable cases in
Cullman Co.: 3,169 (+9
since yesterday)

e Total confirmed
deaths in Cullman Co.:
131 (+1 since yesterday)

¢ Probable deaths in
Cullman Co.: 63

e Total tested in Cull-
man Co.: 41,853

¢ Total tested in the last
14 days in Cullman Co.:
2,635

¢ Cases in the last 14
days in Cullman Co.: 99

e Total tested in Ala-
bama: 2,578,231

¢ Cases in the last 14
days in Alabama: 3,459

¢ Total tested in the
last 14 days in Alabama:

156,287

e Currently hospital-
ized in Alabama: 315

e Cumulative no. of
hospitalizations in Al-
abama (reported M-F):
49,597

e Presumed recoveries
in Alabama (reported
weekly): 509,800

Vaccine details (updat-
ed Monday-Friday)

* Doses delivered to Al-
abama: 4,162,635

e Doses delivered to
Alabama providers:
3,028,495

e Doses administered:
2,799,897

e Number of people re-
ceiving one or more dos-
es: 1,597,941

e Number of people
who have completed vac-
cine series: 1,291,103

* Doses delivered
to federal programs:
1,134,140

Alabamians in Phases

la, 1b and 1c (including
those 16 and older) are
now eligible to receive a
vaccine.

View the  Alabama
COVID-19 Vaccination
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.
gov/covidl9vaccine/as-
sets/adph-covid19-vacci-
nation-allocation-plan.
pdf

Lowndes County tops
state in COVID-19 vac-
cinations - More than
half eligible people
have received at least
one dose

Throughout the pandem-
ic, ADPH has focused on
an equitable response to
COVID-19 for the entire
state. In coordination
with community part-
ners, outreach efforts
have been made to en-
sure the state’s rural ar-
eas are not left behind in
access and use of vaccine.
Lowndes County is the
first county in the state
with more than 50% of
the eligible population
receiving at least one
dose of COVID-19 vac-
cine. Efforts to provide
more opportunities to be
vaccinated have included
having all county health
departments receive vac-
cine, working with local
providers and deploy-
ment of Alabama Nation-
al Guard members.

At least 40% of 14 Al-
abama counties’ resi-
dents vaccinated

Forty percent or more of
the residents ages 16 and
older of14 Alabama coun-
ties have received one or
more doses of COVID-19
vaccine to date. Success-
ful public health efforts
to achieve vaccine equity

have resulted in higher
vaccine uptake among
African American resi-
dents of Black Belt coun-
ties. Counties where 40%
or more of their residents
have been vaccinated
are as follows: Lown-
des, Bullock, Perry, Hale,
Shelby, Marengo, Jeffer-
son, Wilcox, Madison,
Greene, Colbert, Lee,
Conecuh and Dallas. Vac-
cines are one key to pro-
tecting the most vulner-
able and helping stop the
pandemic in Alabama.

Alabama hospitaliza-
tions for COVID-19
during April higher
among young adults
than the elderly

Vaccination for
COVID-19 is important
for young people, includ-
ing those of college age.
Statistics reported by the
University of Alabama at
Birmingham show that in
the month of April 2021
in Alabama, more 16-34
year olds were hospital-
ized than were people
ages 75 and older. Anoth-
erreason to promote vac-
cination in young people
is that people in this age
group can develop debil-
itating long-term symp-
toms from COVID-19,
even among young adults
who were previously
healthy. By getting vac-

cinated, everyone cannot
only protect themselves
and their families, but
can prevent spreading
the virus to other people
in the community, giving
less chances for variants
to develop.

Take every opportu-
nity to vaccinate ev-

ery eligible person
and minimize vaccine
wastage

Over 1.2 million people
are fully vaccinated in
Alabama, and many more
have received at least one
COVID-19 vaccination.
As access to COVID-19
vaccine increases, it is
important for providers
to not miss any opportu-
nity to vaccinate every
eligible person who pres-
ents at vaccine clinics.
ADPH recognizes that
as we continue to create
more opportunities to
vaccinate more people,
it may increase the like-
lihood of leaving unused
doses in a vial. While we
want to continue to fol-
low best practices to use
every dose possible, we
do not want that to be at
the expense of missing
an opportunity to vac-
cine every eligible person
when they are ready to
get vaccinated.

FEMA community vac-

cination center offer-
ing COVID-19 vaccina-
tions

No appointment, ID or
insurance required. The
drive-thru FEMA Com-
munity Vaccination Cen-
ter located at Watermark
Place (4500 Katies Way)
in Bessemer is providing
vaccinations to citizens.
The site is open seven
days a week and appoint-
ments are available, but
not required. Appoint-
ments can be made on
the web scheduler lo-
cated at https://myturn.
timetap.com. The web-
site also includes links to
documents that will need
to be reviewed prior to
being vaccinated. These
materials are also avail-
able on-site.

ADPH still encourages
use of facial coverings

Masks or other facial
coverings are no longer
a mandate under the
Safer Apart order. ADPH
still encourages the use
of facial coverings and
reminds everyone that
masks remain one of the
most successful tools to
help reduce the spread
of COVID-19. Many busi-
nesses and health care
facilities continue to re-
quire facial coverings in
their facilities.
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Logan Matthew Keller Sebastian Daffyd Simpson;

Not pictured is Connor Brooks Odeneal

CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER

CLASS OF 2021
Graduation is Friday, May 21, at 1 p.m. in the Child Development Center gym

bl

‘ ‘ The CDC Family would like to salute all of our graduating seniors, their family and support personnel. It truly takes a village to not only raise a
child but to overcome the challenges that this unique year has thrown at us all. One word stands above all others and that is overcomers. So many
changes to a traditional school day had to be planned and implemented by all. These challenges were met and one by one our CDC Family over-
came and has grown from this experience. These seniors have and will be an inspiration to others for years to come as we all will never forget the

20-21 school year. We wish them all well and congratulations to each student and family for overcoming so much to get to their special graduation day.”

Chris Chambers, Child Development Center Principal

I'm proud of our
Seniors!
Congratulations
Class of 2021!

GARLAN GUDGER ! !

Alabama State Senator

Get great service & great rates.

Congratulations Class of 2021!

Bill Floyd, Agent

409 6th Street SW

Cullman, AL 35055

Bus: 256-734-3652
bill.floyd.b2ht@statefarm.com

You know I'm always here with Good Neighbor service.
But I'm also here with surprisingly great rates for
everyone. Call me for a quote to see how much you can
save. You might be surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farmis there®

Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting

requirements.
State Farm

o o StateFarm-

The Electric Department of the Utllltles Board of the City of Cullman

106 2nd Ave. NE, Cullman, AL 35055 o R )
Phone: 256-734-2343 | Fax: 256-734-0540
2 a

- — "
INSURANCE AGENCY

Gloria Williams/Kris Todd — Agents

Gloria.williams(a freedomagency.net

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING Up?7???”
CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE!

Office: (256) 737-0011 Fax: (256) 737-0616
Home: (256) 734-0463

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058

' CONGRATS 2021 SENIURS

CLASS OF if : CLASS OF
2021 A N 2021

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES
OF THE CLASS OF 2021!

FROM CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF MATT GENTRY AND
ALL OF US AT THE CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

Natural Gas

ComTo d)le l—u— SpONSi le—}

USTOMER SERVICE
256-734-1911 or 1-800-321-6572
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. - Monday -Thursday
Cullman-Jefferson Counties
Gas District
P.O. Box 399 Cullman, AL 35056-0399
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*  CULLMAN
CHRISTIAN
SCHOOL

CLASS OF 2021

Graduation is Thursday, May 20, at 7
p-m. at Christ Covenant Church

Dear Class of 2021,

“Your time has come. Congratulations and com-
mendations to each and every one of you on this
remarkable achievement of graduation from Cull-
man Christian School. You have worked hard during
your tenure here, and you are now ready and pre-
pared to receive a diploma from your alma mater
and to move on to the world of college and career.
It has been my honor and pleasure to serve as
your school Headmaster. I, along with all of us
here at Cullman Christian, are very proud of
your accomplishments and of the outstanding
leadership you have provided for our school and
community. God bless you and Godspeed.”

Caden Ray Barnett

Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart, and do not lean on your own un-
derstanding. In all your ways acknowledge
Him and He will make straight your path.”

Soli Del Gloria,
Josh Swindall, Cullman Christian School Principal

Ly B

Laiklind Scott Casey I

@
LM‘Y’W&LL

Medical Arts Apothecary
Susan Skinner Adkison, Rph

124 7TH STREET SW, CULLMAN | 256-734-4933
CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2021
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S

Haley Elizabéh Anders

Cassidy Kierra Kretzschmar

Melvin Hurkes Miles Gordon Wa;'nér Raul David Dominguez-Solis

Che @ullman Tribune

SERVING CULLMAN - IN THE HEART OF DIXIE - SINCE 1874

- 256-739-2915

WE OFFER IN HOUSE FINANCING!
NO CREDIT CHECKS AND LOW
MONTHLY PAYMENT

CONGRATUIATIONS TO ALl GRADUATES!

“Once you walk across the stage after
receiving your diploma a new chapter of
1life will begin. You’ll have many paths to
choose from, all of which carry different
futures. Seek council from those you
trust and believe that God will direct
your path.”

- Rep. Corey Harbison

CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES!

The Mortgage Center

powered by

Homelown

LENDERS
OFFICE: 256-734-6193

WWW.THEMORTGAGECENTERINC.COM

Randi Thomas

S YEARS EXPERIENCE

M: 256-531-4199 | randi @htlenders.com
NMLS#1526609

Meredith Farrell

19 YEARS EXPERIENCE

M: 205-873-1214 | meredith.farrell@htlenders.com
NMLS#302637

Josh Moody

16 YEARS EXPERIENCE

M: 205-514-7245 | josh.moody @htlenders.com
NMLS#302473

109 1ST AVE SW,CULLMAN, AL 35055

HOMETOWN LENDERS, INC. IS AN EQUAL HOUSING LENDER
HOMETOWN LENDERS NMLS#20906.057
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WSCC golfteams conclude respective seasons at nationals

Russell Moore
WSCC Athletics

HANCEVILLE, Ala. -
Wallace State’s golf teams
wrapped up action recently
at their respective NJCAA
Division I National Champi-
onships.

The Lady Lions, coached
by J.J. Adams, finished tied
for 11th in Ormond Beach,
Fla., and the men’s team fin-
ished 13th in Lubbock, Texas.
The men are coached by Sylas
Elliott.

Wallace State’s women’s
team entered the national
championship as Alabama
Community College Con-
ference (ACCC) champions,
winning a fourth consecu-
tive league title, including all
four previous spring tourna-
ments.

Wallace State’s women
competed through a rainy
event, encountering multiple
weather delays. The tourna-
ment was cut short after 54
holes.

Sophomore Lauren Cole
capped her Lady Lions’ ca-
reer with a 32-over par 320
(81-81-84-74), finishing 3lst
overall.

Prior to nationals, Cole
was the ACCC Tournament
low medalist, earning her
seventh career individual ti-
tle with the program.

The Glencoe native cap-
tured low medalist honors
in all four spring events the
Lady Lions won this spring.

Fellow sophomore Mad-
die Nelson finished among
the top 40 with a 352.

Rounding out the field
for Wallace State were Carly
Havens, Hannah Sanders and

Abigail Baker.

Nelson and Baker were
All-Tournament at the con-
ference tournament. Sanders
also made an All-Tournament
team this season.

Cole, Nelson and Havens
were the team’s sophomores.

For the Wallace State
men, sophomore Carter
Goodwin tied for 20th over-
all with a 5-over 293 (69-73-
78-73) at nationals, pacing
the Lions in his final Wallace
State tournament.

He was among the top five
golfers in the field after the
opening two rounds.

Goodwin, a Spain Park
grad, had 10 Top-10 finishes
during his Wallace State ca-
reer.

He was a NJCAA Divi-
sion I Honorable Mention
All-American as a freshman
and earned ACCC All-Tour-
nament recognition this sea-
son.

Allen Michael Burnett
was next for Wallace State
with a16-over 304.

Blayne Armstrong, Davis
Aaron and Joshua Darracott
rounded out the field for the
Lions in Texas.

Goodwin, Burnett, Dar-
racott, Parker Davis, Alex
Flint and Patrick Minor were
sophomores on the 2020-
2021 roster.

Elliott completed his sec-
ond season with the Lions,
leading them to a 25th na-
tional tournament appear-
ance.

For more information
about Wallace State athletics,
visit www.athletics.wallaces-
tate.edu or the athletics Face-
book page at www.wallaces-
tate.edu/athleticstb.

Wallace State's Men's Golf team placed 13th at this year's NJCAA Division 1 National Championships.
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Alabama suffers 13-5 loss in game 3 atU unday

Alex Thompson
UA Athletics

BATON ROUGE, La. - Al-
abama suffered a 13-5 loss to
LSU on Sunday afternoon at
Alex Box Stadium. The series
finished in favor of the Tigers
and moved the Crimson Tide
to 29-19 on the season, 12-14
in Southeastern Conference
play.

The Tigers got out front
early with five runs across
the first two frames. The Tide
got on the board with two in
the third, but LSU came right
back with three in the home
half. Alabama added one in
the fourth and was matched
with an LSU tally in the fifth,
with the Tide battling for one
more in the sixth before the
Tigers put the game out of
reach with a three-spot in the
seventh. Each team added a
single tally in the eighth to
end the game at 13-5.

LSU starter Ma’Khail Hil-
liard (5-0) picked up the win
while Alabama starter Con-
nor Prielipp (1-1) suffered
the loss. Prielipp worked
1.0 frame and allowed two
runs on three hits with three
strikeouts in his first outing
since April 17.

From Head Coach Brad Bo-
hannon

“LSU took it to us today. The
ballpark was playing offen-
sive, and we just didn’t do
a good enough job of get-
ting ahead in the count and
throwing our off-speed pitch-
es for a strike. We are going to
have to play a complete game
for three games in a row in
order to win a series against
Mississippi State.”

How It Happened

¢ Bl | Cade Doughty sent a
1-1 pitch over the wall in left
for a two-run home run. (2-0,

LSU)

e B2 | Drew Bianco record-
ed his fifth home run of the
season, this one a solo shot.
Then, with two down, a sin-
gle followed by back-to-back
doubles added two more for
the Tigers. (5-0, LSU)

e T3 | Caden Rose started
things with a one-out double
to left. He came home in the
next at-bat as Bryce Eblin
found green in right to get UA
on the board. After a ground-
out and a walk, Sam Praytor
dropped aliner in front of the
Tigers’ center fielder to score

Eblin and cut into the lead.
(5-2,LSU)

¢ B3| Apairofleadoffwalks
put two on to start the third.
One out later, Giovanni Di-
Giacomo sent a ball over the
wall in right for a three-run
homer. (8-2, LSU)

¢ T4 | Jackson Tate record-
ed a solo home run to cut into
the deficit. (8-3, LSU)

¢ B5 | A leadoff single fol-
lowed by a sac bunt put a run-
ner in scoring position. A sin-
gle moved the leadoff man to
third before a 6-3 groundout
brought home another run
for the Tigers. (9-3, LSU)

e T6 | Praytor led off the
frame with a double before
Zane Denton put runners
on the corners with a single
in the next at-bat. Praytor
would then come home on a
sacrifice fly from Will Patota.
(9-4,LSU)

e B7 | The Tigers used a
walk and a hit-by-pitch to
start the inning. LSU fol-
lowed with three hits spread
across the remainder of the
inning to bring in three more

runs. (12-4, LSU)

e T8|Patotasentaball over
the wall in left for a solo home
run. (12-5, LSU)

e B8 | DiGiacomo homered
for the second time on the
day with a solo shot. (13-5,
LSU)

Postgame Notes

e Connor Prielipp made his
third start of the season and
first since April 17.

* The Crimson Tide offense
belted two home runs and has
totaled two-or-more home
runs in 18 games with at least
one home run in 30 games
this season.

e The UA offense has hom-
ered in 16 of 26 SEC match-
ups.

e Jim Jarvis’ hitting streak
ended at eight games. During
his streak, the sophomore
batted 407 (11-27) with two
doubles, two triples, five RBI,
six runs scored and a pair of
walks.

Next up for Alabama is a trip
home for the final SEC regu-
lar-season series. The Crim-

UA ATHLETICS

The Crimson Tide fell to LSU 13-5 in the
series finale in Baton Rouge Sunday.

son Tide will welcome third-
ranked Mississippi State
to Sewell-Thomas Stadium
from Thursday through Sat-
urday, May 27-29.

The series begins with a
pair of 6 p.m. CT first pitches
followed by a 1 p.m. start in
the regular-season finale. All
three games will air live on

SEC Network+.

Get all the latest informa-
tion on the team by following
@AlabmaBSB on Twitter and
Instagram and on Facebook
at Alabama Baseball. General
athletic news can be found at
UA_Athletics on Twitter and
Instagram and AlabamaAth-
letics on Facebook.

Troy Softball earns at-large bid to NCAA Tournament

Hanna Cooper
Troy Athletics

TROY, Ala. — Troy Softball is
heading to the NCAA Tourna-
ment for the first time since
1996 and the first time as an
at-large selection after earn-
ing the No. 3 seed in the Tus-
caloosa Regional, the Trojans
learned Sunday night while
watching the NCAA Selection
Show in their team room at
the Troy Softball Complex.

Troy will take on No. 2
seed Clemson in the open-
ing game of the Tuscaloosa
Regional on Friday at 2 p.m.
from Rhoads Stadium, while
Alabama, the No. 3 overall
seed, will play Alabama State
in the nightcap of the opening
round.

“I'm just so proud for the
program, our university, our
girls and the Sun Belt Confer-
ence,” head coach Beth Mul-
lins. “I know everything that
our girls have worked for. It’s
been a year-and-a-half filled

with adversity, but they just
bought into the one game at
a time moto. For it to work
out this way, I'm speechless.
I'm a really proud coach, and
I cannot wait to get back to
work on Monday and take
this amazing group of kids to
Tuscaloosa.”

The Trojans posted a
17-6 mark in league play and
swept five conference series
for the first time since 2005.
Troy finished the season 36-
15 overall and second in the
Sun Belt Conference, which
received four overall selec-
tions into the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

“I am so proud of our
softball team and our entire
coaching staff who in an ex-
tremely challenging year due
to COVID-19 excelled on the
diamond as proven by earn-
ing one of just 33 at-large
selections into the NCAA
Tournament,” Director of
Athletics Brent Jones said.
“They finished second in the

regular season in the premier
mid-major conference in the
country and won multiple
games against Power Five op-
ponents. This is well earned,
well deserved and the entire
Trojan Nation is celebrating
tonight.”

The Trojans advanced to
the semifinals of the Sun Belt
Tournament this past week
and recorded three wins over
Power Five opponents - Ole
Miss, North Carolina, Geor-
gia Tech - their most since
2012.

Ticket information will
be made public on TroyTro-
jans.com and Troy Softball’s
social media accounts (Troy-
TrojansSB) when available.

Tuscaloosa Regional Oppo-
nent Series History

¢ Troy vs. Alabama - Ala-
bama leads 21-0

¢ Troy vs. Clemson — Clem-
son leads 1-0

¢ Troy vs. Alabama State -
Troy leads 24-0

The Troy Trojans are headed to the NCAA Tournament for the first time since 1996.
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- VETERAN MEMORIAL -

Henry Paul Grusnick

Christy Perry

christy@cullmantribune.com

enry Paul Grus-

nick was born

June 10, 1888,

in Cullman to
German immigrants. Grus-
nick joined the United States
Army, and the young Pri-
vate was a member of the
6th Group, 75th Company,
Mounted Division.

He was at Camp Hancock
in Augusta, Georgia from
July 24, 1918, until his death
on October 25,1918. Hancock
would die from bronchial

pneumonia and influenza
(Spanish flu).
His mother, Bertha A.

Grusnick would write in her
son’s biography that he re-
ceived his grammar school
education at Dobbs School
in Cullman. She listed Char-
lie Tillery, Will Tillery and
Houston McCorn as being
some of his teachers.

She explained that Hen-
ry Paul Grusnick became a
farmer when he was “quite
young, as his father died
when quite young and all of
the work was left to him and
his older brother.” His father
died at the age of 26. She went
on to say that her son was a
“believer in the Republican
Party” and a “splendid mem-
ber” of St. Paul’s Lutheran

Henry Paul Grusnick

Church.

Henry Paul Grusnick is
buried alongside his par-
ents Johann Heinrich “John
Henry” Grusnick and Bertha

ARCHIVES.ALABAMA.GOV/

Marie Arnholt Grusnick at
Elmwood Cemetery in Bir-
mingham, Alabama. He is
memorialized at the Cullman
Veterans Memorial Park.
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- VETERAN MEMORIAL -

Allie Snider

Christy Perry

christy@cullmantribune.com

llen “Allie” Snid-

er was born Aug.

13, 1894 in Blount

ounty, Alabama.

The Snider family lived

in Hanceville. His father,

George Franklin  Snider,

served in the Confederate

Army for four years during
the Civil War.

Allie entered the Army
April 2,1918, and was a mem-
ber of Company K 113th In-
fantry.

His mother, Elizabeth
McMurray Snider, would
write in her son’s biography,
“(He) Was wounded some-
where in France and returned
to the States March 28, 1919.”
Snider died on the operat-
ing table at Fort McPherson
April 29,1919.

Elizabeth said of her son,
“He was a good boy and loved
by all who knew him.”

In a letter sent to Mont-
gomery with the biography,
she wrote, “Dear Friend, will
you please return this pic-
ture, as this is the only one I
have.”

Allie Snider and his par-
ents are buried at Bethlehem
East Cemetery in Hanceville,
Alabama. He is memorialized
at Cullman’s Veterans Memo-
rial Park.

ARCHIVES.ALABAMA.GOV

Right: Allie Snider
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THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY

Custom Granite Headstones and Monuments 2117 US Hwy 278 West
Date of Death Engraving in Cemeteries Cullman, AL 35057
Locally Made and Locally Owned (2 miles West of I-65)
Low Cost, High Quality 256-734-2005
30-Day Delivery, Guaranteed Saturdays by Appointment
We Use Only American Granite www.thetombstonecompany.com

Free Obituary Listings
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Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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8 COMMUNITY MATTERS

Alabama Farm Credit welcomes new chief financial officer

Wendy Tysinger

Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. - Alabama
Farm Credit has named Ked-
ric Karkosh CFO of the $1.1
billion rural lending coopera-
tive. In this role, he manages
the accounting, financial re-
porting, treasury, cash man-
agement and loan operations
teams.

Karkosh earned a mas-
ter’s degree in agricultural
economics from Texas A&M
University and a bachelor’s
in agricultural business from
Iowa State University. He
also attended the Graduate
School of Banking at Louisi-
ana State University.

Karkosh has over 30 years
of experience in agricultural
and commercial banking. He

has worked in the Farm Cred-
it System since 2000, most
recently as vice president and
assistant treasurer at Farm
Credit Bank of Texas in Aus-
tin. He oversaw the bank’s
funding, loan pricing, inter-
est rate risk management and
investment teams.

He also has experience at
acommercial bank and a soft-
ware development and con-
sulting firm that specialized
in risk management and pol-
icy analysis for agriculture.

He started his career as
an analyst for the Federal
Agricultural Mortgage Corp.
(Farmer Mac).

“Kedric is one of the best
finance minds in all of the
Farm Credit System,” said
Mel Koller, Alabama Farm
Credit chief executive officer.

“His expertise and poise
make him the ideal person to
cultivate the next generation
of leadership in our finance
and accounting division.

“He has already settled in
as a natural leader and gifted
technician, whether dealing
with financial matters or peo-
ple.

“Coming from a farming
family means he understands
what our clients face every
day.”

Karkosh has deep roots
in agriculture, and still has a
connection to the northeast
Towa family farm where he
grew up.

He and his wife Robin
have known each other since
elementary school and have
two grown sons, Kolin and
Alex.

“Alabama Farm Credit
has a very good team, and I'm
excited to be a part of it,” Kar-
kosh said.

“After many years on
the funding side, I've been
looking forward to work that
brings me closer to agricul-
ture and Farm Credit’s cus-
tomers.”

Alabama Farm Credit is
part of the Farm Credit Sys-
tem, a nationwide network of
customer-owned lending co-
operatives. It finances farms,
forestry operations, agri-
businesses, country homes,
recreational land and other
rural property in 27 North
Alabama counties. It is head-
quartered in Cullman and has
branch offices in Albertville,
Athens, Cullman, Talladega
and Tuscumbia.
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Kedric Karkosh is executive vice president and CFO

of Alabama Farm Credit in Cullman, Alabama.

HOME AND GARDEN

Avoiding invasive sp

Mary Leigh Oliver

Contributor

AUBURN UNIVERSITY,
Ala. - Beauty can be deceiv-
ing, especially in the garden.
Invasive species of plants are
often pretty or ornamental.
Whether homeowners pur-
chase a plant or it shows up
like a weed, an invasive spe-
cies can quickly become a
problem. Protect the garden
and avoid allowing invasives
to take root.

What are invasive species?
According to Alabama Exten-
sion Specialist Nancy Loe-
wenstein, invasive species
are non-native plants that
have escaped cultivation and
become weedy problems.

While it can be hard to
predict which species will
become invasive, some fre-
quently seen invasive plant
characteristics include:

e competitive (rapid)
growth

e strong reproductive pres-
sure (produce a lot of seeds
quickly)

e easily spread seeds (wind,
water, birds and other ani-
mals)

e easily established

A list of invasive plants in
Alabama can be found at
https://www.se-eppc.org/al-
abama/2012-updatedALIPC-
invasiveplantlist.pdf.

More than 50% of the spe-
cies on the Alabama Invasive
Plant Council’s invasive plant
list are escaped ornamentals.

“If focusing on woody
species, nearly all invasive
woody species are escaped
ornamentals,” Loewenstein
said.

If these species end up in
the garden or landscape, the
plants act as weeds and can
become an extensive prob-
lem.

Danger of invasive species
Invasives displace native
species. This means the spe-
cies replaces native plants,
therefore displacing native
animals, insects and soil mi-
crobes that depend on the na-
tive species.

“As an example, non-na-
tive plants support far fewer
caterpillars and other insects
that songbirds depend on to
rear their young,” Loewen-
stein said.

They can also impact
water, nutrients, fire cycles,
wildlife habitats, outdoor
recreation, aesthetics, nat-
ural resource management
and productivity.

Removal and control

Once an invasive plant estab-
lishes, control is time con-
suming and may be expen-
sive.

The best way to stop the
spread of aggressive invaders
is to remove the plant entire-
ly.

For smaller species, dead-
heading to remove the flow-
ers before the seeds drop is
an option. Gardeners and
homeowners can also pull
seedlings or small plants for
effective control.

Cut down larger woody
species. However, the stump

Poison oak

will likely re-sprout. Home-
owners can prevent growth
by treating the stump with
herbicide.

“Herbicides can control
many species, but care must
be taken to avoid damaging
desirable species,” Loewen-
stein said. “Make sure to read
the herbicide labels to en-

ecies in the garden

sure proper use. In all cases,
it’s easier to control invasive
plants when there are only a
few of them rather than after
the infestation becomes large
and daunting.”

Increase the health of or-
namental plants by avoiding
and removing invasive spe-
cies in the garden.
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Over: 150 Wigs In Stock!

Cmo Caps
Wigs & More!

Judy Watts Grissom
options5993(@gmail.com

256-347-5993

2201 2nd Ave MW
Cullman, AL 35058 s

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY FOR CANCER
PATIENTS UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
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Recycling Collection

Now Available in Cullman County
for Residents and Businesses
Cardboard | Plastic | Paper | Metal | Glass

Reduce your garbage volume
with Bi-monthly Recycling Pickup

It's Free to Try!

OSIRIS

RECYCLING SOLUTIONS LLC

(256) 615-2510

osirisrecycling.com

Not affiliated with Cullman County Sanitation Dept.

No drop-off location




