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CULLMAN, Ala. – Flourish 
of Cullman helps people with 
developmental disabilities 
learn to manage their lives, 
including finding jobs that 
offer a competitive wage and 
at least some degree of inde-
pendence. During the month 
of June, some Flourish stu-
dents have been exploring 
the world of work, and at 
least one has found a job of 
her own.
	 Flourish’s Job Explora-
tion Training program, or 
JETs, is funded through the 
Alabama Department of Re-
habilitation Services and of-
fers students entering 11th or 
12th grade the opportunity to 
spend two weeks in selected 
job sites around their com-
munities, developing work-
place skills and earning pay 
for their work.

	 Flourish co-founder and 
Director Melissa Dew told 
The Tribune, “It’s really 
about getting them to under-
stand that work is important; 
that’s how we live, that’s how 
we survive. And so, just help-
ing them get their foot in the 
door, get some experience 
so when they do get out of 
school, or if they want an af-
ternoon job, they can do it. 
	 “So once we get the list 
of candidates from ADRS 
counselors, then we send out 
a letter to them, letting them 
know that they have been 
placed with us.
	 “And we give them a little 
questionnaire to kind of see 
what their likes and dislikes 
are, if they have any health is-
sues, anything like that. And 
then we take from that pool 
of places that we have avail-
able, and then place those 
individuals in those job set-
tings.”

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

– EDUCATION –

HAVING THE WANT-TO
Flourish of Cullman’s JETs program gets students ready to work

Flourish students clean and landscape around the artworks at Ave Maria Grotto.
FLOURISH OF CULLMAN
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Cullman County Commission discusses rollout of new countywide notification system

CULLMAN, Ala. – Cullman 
County EMA Director Phyllis 
Little updated the Cullman 
County Commission Tues-
day evening on the imple-
mentation of the county’s 

mass notification system. 
Residents will be able to vis-
it the county’s website and 
select the types and times of 
notifications they receive. 
The hope is to have the sys-
tem available by the second 
week in July. 
	 Little explained, “Unless 

they have unchecked the 
24/7 alerts- thunderstorm 
warning, tornado warning, 
hazmat warning or shelter in 
place warning, those will be 
automatic.”
	 Adjustments and addi-
tional alerts are also available 
if residents so choose. 

	 The service will be free 
for all Cullman County res-
idents and Little added, “I 
think it will be a wonderful 
thing for our county to re-
ceive.” The website has been 
reconstructed for easier nav-
igation to users. 
	 EMA will begin testing 

the system in-house during 
the first week of July to help 
them work out any problems. 
	 Little asked those par-
ticipating in the test to be 
forthcoming about all issues 
or suggestions to help ensure 
that the system has a smooth 
rollout to the public. 

	 The Cullman County 
Commission approved three 
abatements at Tuesday’s 
meeting. The first for Goat 
Island Brewing LLC in the 
amount of $39,690.
	 Cullman Economic De-
velopment Agency’s Stanley 
Kennedy shared, 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

A bag full of books 
for $3 at the Cullman 
County Public Library

Library visitors can purchase as many books 
as will fit in a bag for $3.

ASHLYN GREY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Cullman Area 
Chamber of 
Commerce to hold 
first Community 
Luncheon of 2021 » PAGE 2

EDUCATION
Wallace State receives 
TVA grant to fund 20 One-
Stream trash containers 
on campus » PAGE 7

Flourish students Noah Vickers and Alison Love check 
stock at Warehouse Discount Groceries. Love was hired 
by the store as a result of her performance during JETs. 

FLOURISH OF CULLMAN
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Tuesday, June 15, 
2021 COVID-19 
update from the 
Alabama Depart-

ment of Public Health’s 
COVID-19 Dashboard Hub 
(https://bit.ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospital-
izations and deaths, ADPH 
will be updating its dash-
board less frequently. Ef-
fective June 7, the Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard will 
update on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday; the Vaccine 
Distribution Dashboard 
will update on Tuesday and 
Thursday and no weekend 
updates will be made. Ad-
ditional information may 
be provided in the future as 
ADPH gathers more data on 
the pandemic.

Case details
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Alabama: 421,485 (no up-
date available) *
•	 Probable cases in Ala-
bama: 126,388 (no update 
available) *  
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama: 8,954 (no up-

date available) *            
•	 Probable deaths in Ala-
bama: 2,320 
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co.: 6,721 (no up-
date available)
•	 Probable cases in Cull-
man Co.: 3,207 (no update 
available) *
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Cullman Co.: no update 
available
•	 Probable deaths in Cull-
man Co.: no update avail-
able
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co.: no update available 
•	 Total tested in the last 14 
days in Cullman Co: no up-
date available
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Cullman Co.: no update 
available
•	 Total tested in Alabama: 
no update available
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Alabama: no update avail-
able
•	 Total tested in the last 14 
days in Alabama: no update 
available
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: no update avail-
able
•	 Cumulative no. of hos-
pitalizations in Alabama: no 
update available

•	 Presumed recoveries in 
Alabama (reported weekly): 
no update available

Vaccine details (updated 
Monday-Friday)
•	 Doses Delivered to Ala-
bama: 4,494,755
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 3,116,325
•	 Doses administered: 
3,115,437
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
1,770,336
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine se-
ries: 1,448,442
•	 Doses delivered to feder-
al programs: 1,378,430

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c o v i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s e t s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

FEMA Community Vac-
cination Center in Besse-
mer closing June 16 

The last day for the drive-th-
ru Community Vaccination 
Center located at Water-
mark Place (4500 Katies 
Way) in Bessemer is June 
16. The site is open 9 a.m. - 
4 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday, and 11 
a.m. - 6 p.m. Tuesday and 
Thursday. Individuals can 
drive in or walk up without 
appointments. No appoint-
ment,  ID or insurance re-
quired. Don’t take the risk, 
get vaccinated today!

Delta Variant B.1.617.2 
accounts for about 6% of 
new U.S. cases 
The Delta variant, which is 
also known as B.1.617.2 first 
emerged in India and now 
accounts for about 6% of 
new U.S. cases. The number 
of cases of Delta in the U.S 
are likely to be higher, as 
not all SARS-CoV-2 spec-
imens are sequenced. The 
Delta variant has been de-
tected in a small number of 
specimens in Alabama. The 
variant is highly contagious 
and has the potential to in-
fect more persons, resulting 
in more hospitalizations 
and deaths. At the moment, 
data indicates that two dos-

es of Pfizer vaccine are 88% 
protective against the virus. 
The two other COVID-19 
vaccines, Moderna and 
Johnson & Johnson, are 
likely to be effective against 
this variant as well. The 
message about this variant, 
as well as other variants, is 
that the more persons who 
are vaccinated, the less 
likely the opportunity for 
variants to emerge. Now is 
a critical time for persons in 
Alabama to take advantage 
of the multiple opportuni-
ties to be vaccinated.  

Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
Morbidity and Mortality 
Weekly Report
A MMWR released on June 
8, finds that COVID-19 cas-
es, emergency department 
visits, hospital admissions 
and deaths declined more 
among older adults than 
among younger adults fol-
lowing the introduction 
of COVID-19 vaccine. The 
greater declines among old-
er adults are likely due, in 
part, to higher COVID-19 
vaccination coverage, which 
highlights the potential ben-
efits of rapidly increasing 

vaccination coverage. The 
MMWR can be viewed here: 
www.cdc.gov/mmwr/vol-
umes/70/wr/mm7023e2.
htm

National Month of Action, 
goal is 70% COVID-19 
vaccination
The Alabama Department 
of Public Health joins in 
encouraging everyone in 
the state to work toward 
the goal of having 70% of 
U.S. adults getting at least 
one COVID-19 vaccination 
by July Fourth. President 
Biden announced the Na-
tional Month of Action ini-
tiative which encourages 
national organizations, local 
government leaders, com-
munity-based and faith-
based partners, businesses, 
employers, social media 
influencers, celebrities, ath-
letes, colleges, young people 
and thousands of volunteers 
across the nation to work to-
gether to get their commu-
nities vaccinated. Decreas-
ing numbers of Alabama 
residents are being vacci-
nated even though vaccines 
are available, so promotions 
and actions are needed now 
to defeat COVID-19.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

Dew shared that her JETs 
students this year work at:

•	 Ave Maria Grotto, helping 
clean and maintain the land-
scaping in the park, as well 
as helping organize items for 
upcoming events like Christ-
mas at the Grotto

•	 Van’s Sporting Goods and 
Victoria’s Hope thrift shop, 
learning about retail work 
and customer service

•	 Warehouse Discount 
Groceries on State Road 157 
in Cullman, stocking items 
and learning about the retail 
grocery business 

•	 Cullman Middle School, 
cleaning and landscaping the 
campus

Ave Maria Grotto Manager 
Roger Steele said of the JETs 
students at his site, “We’re 
glad they’re here. It’s really a 
win-win situation for us here 
at the Grotto and also for 
Flourish, the JETs program. 
The students come here, they 
do just excellent jobs. And 
I know it’s helping them as 

well, developing job skills and 
what-not for their futures, 
going out into the market and 
getting employment, etc. 
	 “But it really is helping us, 
too. Here, you know, it’s four 
acres, but there’s a lot to land-
scape, especially to de-weed, 
raking leaves, sticks, just ba-
sically beautifying the place. 
It’s really a full-time job, so 
having them here, it’s really 
helping us get caught up, if 
that makes sense.
	 “It’s getting us to a point 
where we’ll be able to sort of 
manage it when they leave in 
July, whereas before, it was 
just running here and there, 
trying to pull this weed, pull-
ing that weed.
	 “Just having them here 
has just, I think, done won-
ders for us. And I think it ben-
efits them, as well, so I would 
recommend this program. As 
far as our experience with the 
students coming here, they’re 
managed properly, correctly 
— they have a manager with 
them — and they just do a 
wonderful job, so we’re glad 
they’re here.”
	 Victoria’s Hope owner 
April Bowen German said 

of her students, “They have 
been wonderful. I’ve fallen in 
love with those kids. They’ve 
been wonderful; they’ve 
helped us out, especially with 
us not having many people up 
there — it’s been basically like 
four people — it’s been great 
to have another set of hands. 
They’ve helped us with sort-
ing, they’ve helped us with 
unloading donations, they’ve 
vacuumed; they’ve done pret-
ty much anything we’ve asked 
them to do. We have three of 
them, and they have just done 
an awesome job.
	 “I look forward to seeing 
them every day. So we’ve had 
a lot of fun. I’ve noticed each 
one of them have their own 
special thing that they bring 
to the table, and so we’ve 
found their niche.
	 “We have one that she 
does really good at hanging 
the clothes, and one that does 
a great job putting together 
things that we would never 
normally put together — he 
does that — and they work so 
good. They’re doing a great 
job.
	 “And their supervisors 
are great, helping me keep 

them occupied and keeping 
them doing something, and I 
think they’re having a lot of 
fun, as well.”

Went as a JET, stayed as an 
employee
Alison Love, a JETs student, 
went to Warehouse Discount 
Groceries, where her work 
skills impressed the manage-
ment enough for her to re-
ceive a job offer. 
	 Said Dew, “That’s what 

we hope happens out of a lot 
of the placements, is having 
jobs available to them if they 
want to work, you know, after 
school, weekends and things 
like that while they’re still in 
school.”

Having the want-to
“We have 15 participants that 
are participating this year, 
and every one of them show 
up every day wanting to work 
and make money. I think 

that’s the biggest thing you 
can say about them, is that 
they have the want-to. My 
PawPaw used to always say, 
‘If you have the want-to, you 
can about do anything.’ 
	 “So these individuals 
have the want-to, for sure, 
to improve their lives and to 
see where life can take them, 
because everybody’s always 
told them that they can’t. And 
now, we are telling them they 
can.” 

Want-to (from Front)

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. – The Cull-
man County Public Library 
has an absolute abundance 
of books and this week, they 

have begun selling them to 
the public by the bag. Often, 
the library acquires so many 
books that it ends up with du-
plicates, or the book’s binding 
is not sturdy enough to be 
circulated. Though these can 

be unfortunate circumstanc-
es, this does not mean these 
wonderful books lose their 
value! 
	 To help distribute these 
shelves of book, the library is 
selling bags for $3 that can be 

filled with as many books as 
will fit.
	 Those interested may 
stop by the library’s front 
desk to purchase their bag. 
	 The book sale began Mon-
day and will continue for as 

long as there is a supply of 
books to be rehomed.
	 Make plans to stop by 
Cullman County Public Li-
brary soon to explore the 
shelves and stock up on 
books, specially selected by 

your wonderful local librari-
ans!

The Cullman County Pub-
lic Library is located at 200 
Clark Street NE, Cullman.

Books (from Front)

Keith Varden
Cullman Chamber of Commerce

CULLMAN, Ala. – The Cull-
man Area Chamber of Com-
merce is happy to announce 
the return of the Community 

Luncheon.  Our first Commu-
nity Luncheon of 2021 will 
be held on July 16 at Stone 
Bridge Farms Brownstone 
Center.  
	 This Luncheon will host 
the state delegation in bring-

ing an update on the issues 
important to our community 
from the last session in Mont-
gomery, as well as a look into 
what the rest of 2021 holds 
for the State of Alabama and 
the Cullman area.  

	 The Chamber is looking 
forward to returning to these 
monthly Community Lun-
cheons as a way to commu-
nicate with the businesses 
and residents on the most up-
to-date and relevant topics 

to the continued growth and 
success of our entire area.    
	 This is a ticketless event, 
and reservations requested 
by July 2. 
	 Please make your plans 
to attend by calling the 

Chamber of Commerce at 
256-734-0454 or by emailing 
your reservation to rsvp@
cullmanchamber.org.  The 
cost for this luncheon is $20 
for members and $25 for 
non-members.

Luncheon (from Front)

MAKE EXTRA INCOME
NEWSPAPER LABELING & DRIVER : THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MUST HAVE OWN VEHICLE,
LICENSE, & INSURANCE

CALL 256-739-1351 OR
EMAIL  NEWS@CULLMANTRIBUNE.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe at 
East Side Baptist Church, 
1111 Third St. SE in Cull-
man
• Please wear a mask/face 
covering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require 
a larger donation. There 
will be some restrictions 
and product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks 
accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings 
(all are welcome) Mon-
day and Thursday nights 
from 7-8 p.m. at the Car-
riage House, located 
next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-
347-1097, 256-841-2209 
or 256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to 
receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Classes- Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. Children and youth 
classes. Adult class, “The 
Phases of Armageddon” 
by Pastor Bobby Dodd
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pick-
up. Small group classes 
for adults, children and 
youth at 10 a.m. Praise 
and worship and message 
at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m. – noon, 
Tuesdays 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 
11 a.m. – noon, Cullman 
Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine 
Circle S.W. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry, and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Sundays-9 a.m. Van 
runs in 5 Points Area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pick-
up. Small group classes 
for children, youth and 
adults at 10 a.m. Praise 
and Worship and message 
at 11 a.m. 
• June 25-26 “Daddy’s 

Girl - Walking as a Daugh-
ter of the KING” Wom-
en’s Conference – Friday 
- doors open at 6 p.m. Sat-
urday 8 a.m. breakfast, 9 
a.m. worship, noon lunch, 
5 p.m. ends. Guest speak-
ers: Robin Fields, Debbie 
Kitterman and Roxanne 
Worsham.  Invite your 
family and friends!

Free Community Din-
ner at Center Hill Bap-
tist Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 
Wednesday of every 
month we will be offering 
a Free Community Din-
ner. Church members, 
community members, 
neighbors and friends 
are welcome. This will be 
takeout only. Please mes-
sage or comment with 
how many plates you will 
need to help us prepare 
enough food for every-
one. RSVP at http://bit.
ly/centerhill. 
• 13108 County Road 747, 
Hanceville, AL 35077

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere ID. 
Entrega en su vehículo. 
Por favor use mascarilla.

Festhalle Farmers Mar-
ket
• 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Open 
every Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday from April 
– October
• Stop by to shop the 
freshest produce from 
Cullman-based farms.
• For more information, 
call 256-590-5009 or 
send an email to mgrave-
m a n @ c u l l m a n r e c r e -
ation.org 

Guy Hunt Library Sum-
mer Children’s Pro-
grams
• June 17 – North Ala-
bama Agriplex
• June 24 – Mr. Larry’s 
Magic Show
• July 8 – Mrs. Nance’s 
Painting Party
• July 15 – McWane Sci-
ence Center
• July 22 – Soil and Water, 
Animal Tracks
• All programs start at 1 
p.m. For more informa-
tion, send an email to 
guyhuntlibrary@gmail.
com or call 256-796-5226.

Agriplex Children’s 
Summer Camp Pro-
grams
• July 19-23: 9 a.m. - 
noon, Sewing Camp 101: 
This camp is designed 
for children interested in 
learning to sew. Campers 
will learn the basics of 
hand sewing while mak-
ing projects to take home. 
Ages 8 & up, adults must 
attend with children un-
der 9. $40.00 per person. 
Registration required 
at https://agriplex.org/
WPtest/.
• July 26-30: 9 a.m. - 
noon, Sewing Camp 102: 
Designed for Sewing 
Camp alumni who want 
to expand their sewing 
skills by reviewing hand 
stitching & moving on to 

machine sewing with fun 
take home projects. Each 
camper will need to bring 
their own machine. Ages 
9-18, must complete Sew-
ing Camp 101. $40.00 per 
person. Registration re-
quired at https://agriplex.
org/WPtest/.
• Saturdays, beginning at 
9 a.m. at Festhalle Farm-
ers Market, Power of Pro-
duce: Kids up to age 12 
can sample fresh produce 
while earning market 
money (pop bucks) to buy 
produce from local farm-
ers.

Agriplex Adult Pro-
grams
• June 16: noon - 1 p.m., 
Lunch & Learn presents 
Growing & Cooking with 
Herbs: We will cover the 
basic culinary herbs and 
learn how to enhance 
meals with them. We will 
also cover herbs that grow 
wonderfully in our area. 
No registration required, 
this program is free.
• June 21: 6 – 8 p.m., Learn 
to Sew Tote Bags: We will 
discuss how to make vari-
ous tote bags of all shapes 
and sizes and make one to 
take home. Registration 
required at https://agri-
plex.org/WPtest/.
• June 22: 6 - 8 p.m., 
Living Landscapes Suc-
culents: Succulents are 
more popular then ever 
right now! Learn the ba-
sics of taking care of suc-
culents, including propa-
gation. Make a succulent 
planter to take home. 
Cost $15.00 Registration 
required at https://agri-
plex.org/WPtest/.
• Thursdays: noon – 1 
p.m., Yoga under the Pa-
vilion, Join us for a be-
ginner yoga class in the 
serenity of nature. $5.00 
per person, summer fam-
ily special of $10 per fam-
ily. Ages 10 & up, must be 
able to follow along with 
class. No registration re-
quired. Please bring your 
yoga mat & water.
• Cullman County Bosom 
Buddies Craft Fair and 
Vendor Expo
• Saturday, June 12 from 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Cullman 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 2214
• 112 Veterans Dr. SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055
• For more information, 
call Judy Grissom at 256-
347-5993

1963 Fairview High 
School Class Meeting
June 18 - The Fairview 
High School class of 1963 
will meet Friday, June 18 
at 1 p.m. at the Golden 
Corral, 1720 Cherokee 
Avenue SW, Cullman. 
Must be 1 p.m. or after 
for senior discount. Call 
Joyce Williams Rodgers 
at 256-339-3451 for more 
information.

Free Community Mov-
ie Night at Vinemont 
Community Center
June 19 – Bring a blanket 
or chair and come enjoy 
the show! The movie, 
“Toy Story 4”, will start 
at 8:15 p.m. and there 
will also be a conces-
sion stand. Vinemont 

Community Center – 88 
Ridgeway Street, Cull-
man, AL 35058

Bates Reunion
June 19 - The Bates re-
union will be held Satur-
day, June 19, at 10 a.m. at 
the Trimble Community 
Center.

Christ Lutheran 
Church Anniversary 
• June 20 - 100th Anni-
versary Kickoff Event
• Free Community Ice 
Cream Social
• 2-4 p.m.

Swamp John’s Meal
June 24 - Thursday, at St. 
Andrew’s United Meth-
odist Church, 615 Main 
Avenue SW, Cullman, 
Alabama 35055. Serving 
will be from 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 
Dine in or carry out.

Singing
June 26 - A singing will be 
held Saturday, June 26, 
at 7 p.m. at Victory Bap-
tist Church (100 Tapscott 
Road, Hartselle, Highway 
36 east of I-65, approx-
imately 2 miles). Guest 
singers will be The Per-
rys. For more informa-
tion call 256-758-1501.

Country Legends Re-
discovered Exhibition 
• Evelyn Burrow Muse-
um at Wallace State Com-
munity College.
• Through Aug. 31. Tues-
day-Friday: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
and Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m.

Let’s go to Italy!
July 10 - Join us 2 p.m. 
Saturday, July 10th to 
learn about Red Door 
Travel’s Spring Break’s 
Italian Adventure March 
25 - April 3, 2022.  There 
is no cost or obligation 
to attend.  We will en-
joy some Italian snacks, 
stroll through Italy for 
a time, talk about what 
you can expect, and an-
swer any questions you 
might have.  This afford-
able, small group trip in-
cludes round-trip airfare 
from Birmingham, hotel, 
most meals and guided 
tours in Florence, Ven-
ice, Cinque Terra, Tusca-
ny and an optional Rome 
extension.  If you plan to 
attend, please contact us 
at Bill@TheRedDoor-
Cullman.com or call 256-
338-3074 so we will know 
how many to plan for.  If 
you can’t come, but want 
to know more, we’ll be 
happy to send you a bro-
chure.  Meeting at Grace 
Episcopal Church, 305 
Arnold Street, Cullman, 
256-734-0599.

Cullman County Sports 
Hall of Fame
Aug. 14 - The Cullman 
County Sports Hall of 
Fame will hold its annu-
al banquet and induc-
tion ceremony on Aug. 
14, 2021, beginning at 
6:30 p.m. at Stonebridge 
Farms. Tickets can be ob-
tained at First Southern 
Financial and are $20 
each. For more informa-
tion call 256-737-5120 or 
256-736-4445.

CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported June 15, 2021. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = fail-
ure to appear 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
June 14
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass; Nesmith Park 
Apartments; McNabb Rd. SW
•	 harassment; person; 
Scott St. SW

ARRESTS
June 14
Yager, Sierra B.; 21
•	 third-degree criminal 

trespass

Phillips, Shannon D.; 42
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
•	 FTA- expired tag
Boyd, Lacie M.; 24
•	 fourth-degree receiving 
stolen property 

Marsh, Roger L.; 68
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass

Holladay Jr.; Kenneth W.; 
27
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence

McDuffee, Michael J.; 40
•	 first-degree receiving sto-
len property

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CRIME

Arrests and incidents 
reported June 15
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$100.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$150.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening,  must be 21 years of age 
 or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 
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Matt Reida returns to Alabama Baseball staff as assistant coach
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – Uni-
versity of Alabama head 
coach Brad Bohannon offi-
cially announced the hiring 
of Matt Reida on Monday. 
Reida, who spent last season 
at the University of Pitts-
burgh, rejoins the Crimson 
Tide staff, this time as an as-
sistant coach after serving as 
a volunteer assistant coach 
for UA from 2019-20.
	 “It was an easy decision 
for me to bring Matt back 
to our staff at Alabama, es-
pecially after he did such a 
great job during his previous 
time here,” said Bohannon. 
“Having played for me at 
Kentucky and working with 
us for two years at Alabama, 
Matt is familiar with exactly 
how I want our team to be 
coached. He has also always 
had a really good connection 
with our players. His recruit-
ing ties in the Midwest and 
Northeast will supplement 
our Southeast recruiting 
base and will allow us to cap-
italize on the Alabama na-
tional brand.”
	 Reida returns to Tuscalo-
osa after spending the 2021 

season at Pitt as an assistant 
coach. While in Pittsburgh, 
Reida directed the infield 
defense while also assisting 
with the Panthers’ offensive 
approach and recruiting 
efforts. His work on the in-
field helped Pitt post a .979 
fielding percentage, good for 
fourth in the ACC and 22nd 
nationally.
	 Prior to his time in Pitts-
burgh, Reida was a volunteer 
assistant coach for the Crim-
son Tide for two seasons 
from 2019-20. He joined the 
Alabama staff after spending 
the 2018 season at Xavier, 
serving as an assistant coach 
for the Musketeers while also 
holding the title of recruiting 
coordinator. He worked pri-
marily with the Xavier hit-
ters while also focusing on 
infield defense and recruit-
ing duties. Under his tute-
lage, the Musketeers set the 
school record for home runs 
with 68, a total that led the 
Big East and was 21 homers 
better than second-place St. 
John’s. He also tutored Xavi-
er’s everyday shortstop Chris 
Givin to finalist honors for an 
ABCA/Rawlings Gold Glove.
	 Reida’s first coaching 
stint came at Indiana Univer-

sity from 2016-17. During his 
two seasons in Indiana, Rei-
da focused on the Hoosiers’ 
infielders, hitters and base-
runners. In his first season 
in Bloomington, the Indiana 
defenders posted a then-
school-record .975 fielding 
percentage.
	 The defense was high-
lighted by Tony Butler, who 
earned ABCA/Rawlings Gold 
Glove recognition after an 
errorless season at second 
base. One year later, the Hoo-
siers improved on that .975 
number to set a new program 
record for fielding percent-
age at .979
	 He joined the Indiana 
staff following time as the 
director of player develop-
ment and recruiting for Cag-
eRat Baseball in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. The organiza-
tion worked with prep base-
ball players in the Midwest 
region, assisting them in the 
process of obtaining a college 
scholarship and eventually 
playing professionally. Rei-
da’s responsibilities included 
athlete and camp recruit-
ment, managing player de-
velopment, organizing team 
travel and hiring coaches and 
camp staff.

	 A former collegiate play-
er at Kentucky, Reida was 
a member of the Wildcat 
baseball team from 2011-14, 
where he was coached by Bo-
hannon. The former infield-
er made 199 career starts at 
shortstop for UK, tying him 
for fifth all-time in program 
history. He ended his career 
in Lexington with 214 games 
of action, placing him fourth 
all-time at UK. A standout in 
the classroom, Reida was se-
lected to the SEC Academic 
Honor Roll on three different 
occasions from 2012-14.
	 Following his time at UK, 
Reida spent time profession-
ally with the Tampa Bay Rays 
organization in 2014.
	 Reida graduated from 
Kentucky with a degree in 
communications in 2014, 
graduating Magna Cum Lau-
da with a 3.69 grade point av-
erage. He is a native of Koko-
mo, Ind.
	 Get all the latest informa-
tion on the team by following 
AlabamaBSB on Twitter and 
Instagram and on Facebook 
at Alabama Baseball. General 
athletic news can be found at 
UA_Athletics on Twitter on 
Instagram and AlabamaAth-
letics on Facebook.

Alex Thompson
UA Athletics

Matt Reida is rejoining the Alabama Baseball 
coaching staff as an assistant.

UA ATHLETICS

PREP BASKETBALL

Raiders, Lady Raiders pick up summer wins at home
GOOD HOPE, Ala. – Tues-
day was packed with more 
summer games for sever-
al local teams and both the 
Good Hope Raiders and Lady 
Raiders varsity squads host-
ed matchups on their home 
floor. The Raiders split their 
early games, routing Falkville 
70-39 and dropping a tight 
contest with Fayette County 
49-47. The Lady Raiders took 
the floor immediately fol-
lowing the Raiders’ match-
up with Fayette County and 
dismantled Cordova 64-14 to 
earn their first win of the day. 

Good Hope 70 - Falkville 
39 (Varsity Boys)
Good Hope’s Tanner Malin 
drilled a three to put them 
on the scoreboard first, but 
Falkville quickly scored five 
in a row to take a 5-3 lead. 
Weston Hancock and Tanner 
Malin scored the next seven 
points for the Raiders as they 
got the lead right back at 10-
5. Both teams couldn’t miss 
in the first half as Falkville 
made it a 17-16 game almost 
midway through the first 
half, but neither could Tan-
ner Malin as he drilled back-
to-back threes to increase 
the Raider lead to 23-16.
	 Later in the first half, bas-
kets by Weston Hancock and 
Cone made it 29-23, but the 
Blue Devils quickly cut the 
Good Hope lead to two on 
back-to-back baskets down 
low. A layup by Barnette 
pushed the lead back to four, 
then Malin drilled yet anoth-
er three to end the first half 
as the Raiders went into the 
half up, 34-27.

	 Falkville drilled a three 
to start out the second half 
as they cut it to four, but it 
would be all Good Hope af-
ter that as they went on a 
22-0 run and their defense 
forced several turnovers and 
tough shots to help them 
start to pull away. Back-to-
back layups by Tucker Malin 
made it a 56-30 game and the 
Raiders ended up rolling past 
the Blue Devils, 70-39.
	 Tanner Malin led the way 
for Good Hope with 29 points 
as he ended up hitting seven 
threes in the contest. Tuck-
er Malin and Hancock each 
added eight points. Barnette 
ended up with seven points 
and Cone added six points.

Good Hope 64 – Cordova 
14 (Varsity Girls)
The Lady Raiders got off to 
a fast start in this one and 
didn’t slow down for most of 
the first half. A three-point-
er from Rudi Derrick and a 
layup by Bailey Tetro made it 
5-0 right out of the gate and 
another basket from Der-
rick, followed by a three from 
Heather Tetro, made it a 10-0 
game with just a couple min-
utes off the clock. Bailey Te-
tro knocked down a jumper 
to add to the lead and back 
to back layups from Derrick 
and Heather Tetro stretched 
the lead to 16-0 with just un-
der 16 minutes to play in the 
opening half. 
	 Baskets by Ivey Maddox 
and Charly Johnson kept the 
run going for Good Hope, 
making it a 20-0 game and 
after Cordova finally got on 
the board with a three of 
its own, Renee McLeod re-
sponded with a basket on the 
other end to make it 22-3. 

Johnson and McLeod scored 
the next six points for the 
Lady Raiders until Maddox 
made back to back baskets 
to extend the lead 32-6 with 
seven minutes remaining in 
the half. Two more baskets 
by Johnson added to the lead 
and after Kyndall Seal drilled 
a three-pointer from the top 
of the key to make it a 39-6 
game, McLeod scored in the 
final seconds of the half to 
give Good Hope a 41-6 advan-
tage at the break. 
	 Derrick and McLeod 
scored a pair of baskets to 
keep the Lady Raiders in 
front 45-10 early in the sec-
ond half and they each scored 
again later in the period to 
make it 50-10 with less than 
10 minutes to play. A Desiree 
Odachowksi layup stretched 
the lead to 52-10 and Maddox 
drained a three to make it 55-
10. McLeod scored two more 
buckets inside to give Good 
Hope a 61-14 lead and Bailey 
Tetro scored the final basket 
of the game in the final sec-
onds to wrap up a 64-14 win 
for the Lady Raiders. 
	 McLeod led Good Hope 
with 16 points in the win, 
followed by Derrick with 
13, Johnson with 10, Mad-
dox with nine, Bailey Tetro 
with six, Heather Tetro with 
five, Seal with three and 
Odachowski with two. 
	 The Lady Raiders will 
play Falkville this afternoon 
at 4:55 p.m.

Fayette County 49 – Good 
Hope 47 (Varsity Boys)
After hammering Falkville 
in their first game of the day, 
the Raiders had a little more 
trouble getting points on the 
board against Fayette Coun-

ty. Good Hope fell behind 
7-0 early before a Noah Bar-
nette basket cut the lead to 
five with just over 16 minutes 
to play in the first half. Back 
to back layups from Charlie 
O’Neil trimmed the lead to 
7-6 but the Tigers answered 
and moved back in front 13-
6. A three-pointer from Tyler 
Cone cut into the lead and 
another basket from Bar-
nette made it a 13-11 game 
with 10 minutes remaining 
in the period. 
	 However, the Raiders 
weren’t able to sustain much 
on the offensive end and 
Fayette County pulled back 
ahead 19-11 with five minutes 
left in the half. Tucker Malin 
knocked down a three with 
less than two minutes on the 
clock to trim the lead to 23-14 
and back to back layups from 
Tucker and Canaan Jones 
made it a 23-18 game with 14 
seconds in the half. Unfortu-
nately, the Tigers were able 
to drill a three-pointer just 
before the buzzer and took a 
26-18 lead into the halftime 
break. 
	 Good Hope came out of 
halftime with a little more 
energy and cut the lead to 
five early. Tanner Malin 
drilled a three to make it 31-
26 and K’mal Bell laid one in 
to bring the Raiders within 
three. Tanner Malin turned 
a steal into an easy layup and 
trimmed the lead to 31-30 but 
the Tigers responded with 
five straight to move back in 
front 36-30. Barnette scored 
through a foul to cut the lead 
to three and an O’Neil basket 
made it a 1-point game but a 
7-0 run from Fayette County 
made it a 43-35 game with 
around 11 minutes to play in 

the game. 
	 Another Barnette bas-
ket and a pair of scores from 
Tanner Malin trimmed the 
lead to 43-41 with just over 
six minutes remaining but 
the Tigers were able to move 
back out in front 47-44 with 
less than three minutes 
to play. Barnette drained 

a three with four seconds 
on the clock to make it a 
2-point game, but the Raid-
ers couldn’t come any closer 
than that and Fayette County 
held on to win it 49-47. 

Good Hope will be back in 
action at home Thursday for 
more summer games. 

Sammy Confer, Nick Griffin
Contributors

Good Hope’s Rudi Derrick scores during the Lady 
Raiders’ 64-14 win over Cordova Tuesday afternoon.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Auburn signs Georgia transfer guard K.D. Johnson
AUBURN, Ala. – K.D. John-
son has signed an Athletics 
Financial Aid Agreement 
to play basketball next sea-
son at Auburn University, 
head coach Bruce Pearl an-
nounced Monday. Johnson, 
who played at the University 
of Georgia last season, will 
join the Tigers for the up-
coming 2021-22 season and 
have four years of eligibility 
remaining.
“Three or four years ago, Au-
burn may have been one of 
the first schools to offer K.D., 
and I fell in love with him be-
cause he had such a strong 
personality on the basketball 
court, he was tough, he was 
aggressive and he was not 
afraid,” Pearl said. “After last 
season, and with us having 
this enormous transition of 
our backcourt, we were really 

excited about the possibility 
of working together. I think 
he will excel offensively and 
defensively with what we do.”
	 A 6-foot-1, 190-pound 
guard, Johnson averaged 
13.5 points, 2.8 rebounds, 
1.9 steals and 1.2 assists per 
game while playing 22.5 min-
utes per contest in 16 games 
during the 2020-21 cam-
paign for the Bulldogs.
	 The Atlanta, Ga. native 
shot 42 percent from the 
floor, including 39 percent 
from downtown, and scored 
in double figures 12 times, 
including a team-best four 
20-point outings in his first 
season at Georgia.
	 Johnson made his colle-
giate debut against Auburn 
on Jan. 13 and poured in 21 
points, seven rebounds, four 
steals, two assists and two 
blocks in 29 minutes of ac-
tion. The 21 points were the 
third-most ever by a UGA 

freshman in his debut trail-
ing only Dominque Wilkins 
(26) and Anthony Edwards 
(24).
	 Following a 14-point 
game at Ole Miss, which saw 
Johnson go 4-of-5 from be-
hind the arc, he was named 
the Southeastern Confer-
ence Freshman of the Week 
on Jan. 18.
	 Johnson played at his 
best in big games after post-
ing career-high outputs in 
back-to-back road games vs. 
ranked teams, pouring in 22 
points at No. 16 Tennessee 
and 24 points at No. 11 Ala-
bama.
	 Prior to his time at Geor-
gia, Johnson spent one sea-
son playing at Hargrave Mili-
tary Academy (Va.) where he 
helped the Tigers reach the 
Final Four of the National 
Prep Tournament.
	 He averaged 26.2 points, 
7.4 assists, 4.7 rebounds and 

3.1 steals per game in one 
season at Hargrave.
	 Johnson played for three 
seasons at Southwest DeKalb 
High School (Ga.) where he 
was twice tabbed all-state for 
Class 5A by the Atlanta Jour-

nal Constitution and was se-
lected as the Class 5A Player 
of the Year as a junior in 2019.
	 While playing for the 
Panthers, Johnson amassed 
1,302 points, 375 rebounds, 
318 assists and 272 steals 

while shooting 47 percent 
from the floor. In 84 games, 
Johnson posted 62 dou-
ble-figure scoring outputs, 
24 20-point outings, six 
30-point outbursts and one 
40-point showing.

Cody Voga
AU Athletics

Auburn announced the signing of Georgia transfer K.D. Johnson Monday morning
AU ATHLETICS
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Wallace State BASS Club anglers 
Bryar Chambers, Clent Blackwood 
compete this week in Michigan
Russell Moore
WSCC

HANCEVILLE, Ala. – Wal-
lace State’s BASS Club an-
glers Bryar Chambers and 
Clent Blackwood contin-
ue their quest through the 
2021 Carhartt Bassmaster 
Collegiate Series this week, 
competing Wednesday and 
Thursday at Saginaw Bay in 
Bangor Charter Township, 
Michigan.
	 Chambers and Black-
wood have fished in three 
previous tournaments on 
the circuit this year, includ-
ing finishing 36th out of 184 
teams at Smith Lake on May 
14-15.   
	 Both had a successful 
practice round Monday 
morning.
	 Wallace State’s BASS 
Club team was established 
eight years ago and has en-
joyed success throughout the 
series, winning a pair of Wild 
Card events and competing 
annually in the collegiate se-
ries championship.
	 The Collegiate Series 
Wild Card Tournament is 
scheduled for June 23-24 at 
Alabama’s Lay Lake and the 
National Championship is 
Aug. 12-14 in Waddington, 
New York.
	 For more information 
about and the requirements 
to join the Wallace State’s 
BASS Club, visit https://
www.wallacestate.edu/stu-
dent-life, or contact Jon Ste-
phenson at 256-352-8209 or 
by email at jon.stephenson@

wallacestate.edu  
	 For more information 

about Wallace State, visit 
www.wallacestate.edu.

Wallace State angler Bryar Chambers showcases a pair of smallmouth bass he 
caught during Tuesday’s practice round at Saginaw Bay in Michigan.

WSCC

Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828
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LOWELL ERVIN 
STRICKLIN 

Lowell E. Stricklin was born 
April 6, 1917, in Cullman 
County to Richard and Audie 
(Moore) Stricklin. He enlist-
ed in the Army and served 
during World War II. He 
would leave behind a wife, 
Dovie Alice (Self ) Stricklin. 
	 On Aug. 20, 1943, Strick-
lin is listed as being onboard 
the USS Gemini in Reykjavik, 
Iceland en route to England 
and France.
	 In January 1944, he 
would be hospitalized until 
sometime in February with a 
severe case of the flu. Later, 
in August 1944, records show 
Stricklin receiving sutures 
for artillery shell fragments 
to his face. 
	 Then, in August 1944, he 
would die of wounds he re-
ceived to his spine/trunk as 
he fought in France. In an ar-
ticle in the Cullman Tribune 
Sept. 28, 1944, it was reported 
that: 
	 “S/Sgt Lowell E, Stricklin 
died August 7 in France as the 
result of wounds received in 
action.
	 “According to a message 
received by his wife, Mrs. 
Dovie Stricklin of Route 1 

Cullman. He had been in 
military service in Iceland, 
England and France. For 
wounds he received on July 
18 he had been presented the 
Purple Heart.” 
	 Lowell Stricklin is now 
buried at Valley Spring 
Church Cemetery in Good 
Hope. He is also memorial-
ized at Cullman’s Veterans 
Memorial Park. 

LT. LAWRENCE 
WINFIELD STRICKLIN 

Lawrence Stricklin was born 
April 21, 1922, in Cullman 
County and served during 
World War II. He was the 
son of Elmer and Mary Annie 
(Childers) Stricklin and they 
called Brushy Pond home. 
Before leaving for the War, he 
married his wife Synthia Kil-
go and they had one son. 
	 Stricklin was part of the 
1st Infantry Division and 
rose to the rank of First Lieu-
tenant.
	 He was the Company 
Commander of Company B, 
16th Infantry Regiment of 
the “famous fighting first di-
vision.”
	 He was eventually award-
ed the Silver Star for his 
actions in battle near Mun-
sterbusch, Germany Sept. 18, 
1944. The citation for his Sil-
ver Star reads:

	
“When his platoon was sub-
jected to intense enemy 
crossfire, Lt. Stricklin fear-
lessly crossed exposed ter-
rain and, contacting friendly 
armor, coordinated and led 
an attack against the foe and 

neutralized a number of Ger-
man fortifications.
	 “Lt. Stricklin’s gallant 
leadership and his tactical 
skill contributed immea-
surably to his organization’s 
breakthrough of the Siegfried 

Line.” 
	 On April 18, 1945, Strick-
lin was killed in action near 
Rubenland, Germany. For his 
gallant actions on April 18, an 
Oak Leaf Cluster was added 
to his Silver Star. 

	 Lt. Lawrence Stricklin 
is now buried at Addington 
Chapel United Methodist 
Church Cemetery in Cold 
Springs. He is also memori-
alized at Cullman’s Veterans 
Memorial Park. 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

– VETERAN MEMORIALS –

Lowell Ervin Stricklin and Lt. Lawrence Winfield Stricklin 

Lowell Ervin Stricklin
ANCESTRY.COM

Lt. Lawrence Winfield Stricklin
ANCESTRY.COM

As I strolled around 
the Cracker Barrel 
gift shop Monday 
night, I passed a 

display that’s been there for 
a long time; one that I never 
really thought about. It was a 
display of T-shirts, cups and 
other items representing the 
branches of the military. As 
I stood there scanning the 
shelves, my eyes landed on 
the bottom shelf and saw 
items for the United States 
Marine Corp. At that mo-
ment, it all hit me. All the 
emotions and fears surfaced 
and like most moms, I forced 
them back down so I wouldn’t 
cause a scene. 
	 Now, it’s Tuesday and 

having some time alone, the 
dam has broken. My sweet 
boy will be leaving for boot 
camp in a few weeks and as 
proud as I am and as much as 
I know he is ready, I am not 
OK--I am not ready. 
	 It’s hard to put into 
words--the bond between a 
mother and a son.
	 In my mind and heart, he 
is still that shy little boy that 
smiled from ear to ear when 
I appeared in his preschool 
doorway. 
	 That adorable bundle 
of joy who cuddled up as I 
read his favorite book for the 
1,000th time.
	 The kind soul who gave all 
his quarters away to his third 
grade classmates on a field 
trip to the zoo so that every-
one would have a chance to 

feed the fish. 
	 School wasn’t an easy 
journey for us. Academics 
was not something he partic-
ularly excelled in, but he was 
never a troublemaker.
	 I worried about it con-
stantly but despite his 
struggle with grades, he was 
dependable, fiercely loyal, in-
credibly compassionate and a 
constant defender of those he 
felt were treated unfairly--all 
qualities that I now know will 
serve him well as he leaves for 
Parris Island. 
	 I have never seen my son 
so focused on a goal.
	 The twinkle he would get 
in those big blue eyes when 
he was a little boy reemerges 
when he talks to people about 
the Marines. I see his com-
mitment.

	 I see his passion for this. I 
see that this is what he wants 
and is ready for, so why is this 
so hard?
	 I know I am not alone as 
I have watched my friends’ 
sons and daughters leave for 
the military.
	 I watched while thinking, 
“Wow, that’s really great!” I 
just thought it was this ex-
citing time for everyone. I 
never stopped to think about 
the fear and uncertainty that 
comes along with the deci-
sion. It’s easy to spot the oth-
er military moms. They are 
the ones that pull you aside 
and ask, “How are YOU do-
ing?” 
	 To the other moms out 
there who are preparing 
themselves for similar good-
byes, you are also maybe 

caught between being incred-
ibly proud and incredibly 
emotional. I don’t know how 
y’all are coping but know you 
are not alone.
	 For me, I daydream about 
the day of his graduation 
from boot camp and when I 
get to hug the neck of my Ma-
rine. 
	 I realize this can come 
across as a bit selfish, but the 
reality is that letting your 
child go is profoundly diffi-
cult. You hope and pray that, 
as a parent, you have ade-
quately prepared them for 
life without you, though I was 
caught off guard. I never con-
sidered whether or not I my-
self was adequately prepared 
for life without him. 
	 I often write veteran me-
morials for the Tribune. I 

enjoy interviewing our local 
veterans and especially those 
who served during World 
War II. I am amazed by how 
young they were when they 
fought for this country and 
the freedoms we enjoy. I am 
awestruck by the maturity 
and courage they possessed 
in the face of unimaginable 
situations. The one thing 
they all tell me, regardless of 
their experiences, is that they 
have no regrets and would do 
it all over again with no hesi-
tation. 
	 I hope this is his experi-
ence. I want nothing more 
than for him to be happy and 
where he feels he belongs. 
The bond mentioned earlier, 
I know is strong and it will 
always serve as a beacon of 
light when it is needed. 

EDITORIAL

A love letter to my son
Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

“They are increasing capac-
ity at their facility. They are 
going to hire five new em-
ployees with an average pay 
of $20 an hour.” The total 
investment by Goat Island is 
$659,000. 
	 The second abatement 
is for Aegis Fence Company. 
Kennedy explained, “They 
are actually moving into town 
over by GoldenRod.
	 “They are going to ren-
ovate some buildings and 
are actually producing their 
own fence product now.” 
The abatement is for $84,825 
with a $1.4 million invest-
ment with 15-20 new jobs. 
	 The third abatement is 
for J.E. Lortie in the amount 
of $23,400.
	 “Jelco is how everyone 
will know them. They bought 
Elk River over in Industrial 
Park II.
	 “They are investing 
$408,000 into the facility for 
new equipment.” This invest-
ment will also create 25 new 
jobs. 

In other business, the com-
mission took the following 
actions:

•	 Proclamation: Alabama 
Historic Colony Cemetery

•	 Ratified insolvents, er-
rors and taxes in litigation for 
2020 and uncollected insol-
vents and taxes in litigation 

for previous years for Cull-
man County Revenue Office 
and authorized Chairman to 
sign. 

•	 Passed Resolution 2021-
21 allowing TVA to purchase 
supplemental easement for 
installation and use of fiber 
optic on two parcels and au-
thorize Chairman Clemons 
to sign. 

•	 Passed Resolution 2021-
22 making speed limit 15 mph 
on County Road 1301 east of 
Eva Road. 

•	 Passed Resolution 2021-
23 to condemn property for 
aviation easements for flight 
safety at the Cullman Re-
gional Airport and authorize 
Chairman Clemons to sign 

•	 Passed Resolution 2021-
24 allowing the applying for 
a CDBG competitive grant 
from ADECA’s Communi-
ty Block Grant Program to 
reconstruct and resurface 
County Road 18 and autho-
rize Chairman Clemons to 
sign all related documents. 

•	 A public hearing was con-
ducted regarding CARTS op-
erations for FY 2022

•	 Passed Resolution 2021-
25 authorizing local match-
ing funds for CARTS FY2022 
and authorizing Chairman 
Clemons to sign related doc-

uments. 

•	 Passed Resolution 2021-
26 authorizing the filing of 
5311 grant application and 
authorizing Chairman Clem-
ons to sign all related docu-
ments. 

•	 Passed Resolution 2021-
27 authorizing the filing of 
the CARES Ace grant ap-
plication and authorizing 
Chairman Clemons to sign all 
related documents. 

•	 Authorized Chairman 
Clemons to sign monthly ser-
vice plan for ADS security up-
grade at the Cullman County 
Water Department Shop (In-
stallation- $3,327.50/ Month-
ly- $32.35)

•	 Approved low bid and 
awarded contract based on 
recommendation from GMC 
Engineers to Wiregrass 
Construction Company, Inc 
pending FAA grant offer for 
the Cullman Regional Air-
port runway. 

•	 Approved the access plan 
for County Roads associat-
ed with the Rock the South 
event. 

•	 Approved allowing the 
Town of Berlin to participate 
in the County’s joint bid pro-
gram. 

•	 Amended budget for air-

port for fiber optic cable and 
camera system in the amount 
of $30,500. 

•	 Appointed Chairman 
Clemons to the Cullman 
County Tourism Bureau

•	 Appointed Travis Kress 
to the Cullman County Tour-
ism Bureau

•	 Approved the purchase of 
Sensus drive-by read system 
(to include transceiver box 
or reading system, antenna 
and laptop) in the amount of 
$14,138.90 for the Cullman 
County Water Department 
and authorize Chairman 
Clemons to sign related doc-
uments. 

•	 Postponed consideration 
in participating in the ACCA’s 
Investing Alabama Counties 
Program to allow time for 
more research

•	 Approved change in em-
ployee handbook regarding 
political action of county 
employees. Policy is now the 
same as the State’s. 

•	 Approved charging fees 
related to request for public 
records

•	 Approved $50,000 pay-
ment to the Cullman County 
Cemetery Board for purchase 
of Memory Gardens Ceme-
tery in accordance with cri-

teria set out Alabama Code 
Section 45-22-30

•	 Approved moving month-
ly work session meeting to 4 
p.m. starting July 20

•	 Approved Cullman Coun-
ty Regional Medical Center 
use of the south parking lot 
of the courthouse on June 17, 
June 24, July 1, July 8, July 
15, July 22 and July 29 from 
9 a.m. – 4 p.m. to offer free 
COVID-19 vaccines to the 
community. 

•	 Designated Dr. James 
Thomas office located at 1908 
Cherokee Avenue SW Cull-
man, AL 35055 as the col-
lection site for the drug and 
alcohol testing. (Commis-
sioner Marchman abstained)

•	 Approved 2015-2016 wa-
ter revenue warrants refi-
nance- Series 2021 warrants

•	 Approved proposed plat 
Oakview Subdivisions, a mi-
nor subdivision containing 
five lots located on County 
Road 1435 in District 3. 

•	 Approved proposed plat 
Magnolia Ridge, a major sub-
division containing nine lots 
off County Road 71 in District 
2. 

•	 Approved proposed plat 
Serenity Pointe, a minor sub-
division containing eight lots 

off County Road 338 in Dis-
trict 2. 

•	 Award bid #1349: lease of 
two new rubber-tired excava-
tors to Warrior Tractor. 

•	 Rescind bid #1354: One 
used road bed processor 
awarded to 4M Iron LLC 
on June 1, contingent on in-
spection. Equipment did not 
pass inspection. Award bid to 
Scott’s Excavating & Hauling 
Inc., the second lowest bid-
der. 

•	 Reject and negotiate 
bid #1350 for lawn care and 
maintenance at various 
county locations (Commis-
sioner Marchman abstained). 

•	 Approved the surplus of 
office equipment to be sold 
on GovDeals
•	 20 metal file cabinets
•	 20 office chairs
•	 1 Rapiscan (1498)
•	 2 wooden desks
•	 3 misc. cabinets
•	 1 wet-vac
•	 6 floor scrubbers
•	 2 vacuum cleaners
•	 8 misc. tables, book-
shelves and desk

The next Cullman County 
Commission meeting will 
be Tuesday July 20 at 6 p.m. 
in the Commission Meeting 
Room. The public is invited 
to attend.

Commission (from Front)
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Obituary Announcements: June 15
Marie Hendrix 
Thompson, 84, 
of Hanceville
A funeral service 
for Marie Hendrix 
Thompson of 
Hanceville will 
be 9:30 a.m. 
Friday, June 18, 
at Hanceville 
Funeral Home 
Chapel. Burial will 
follow at Hopewell 
C e m e t e r y . 
Reverend Gary 
Waddell will 
be officiating. 
Visitation will be 
from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Thursday, June 
17, at Hanceville 
Funeral Home. Mrs. 
Thompson was born 
on December 27, 
1936, in Cullman to 
William and Annie 
(Miller) Hendrix. 

She died at the age 
of 84 on June 15 at 
Hanceville Nursing 
and Rehab Center 
in Hanceville.
She owned her 
own beauty shops 
and worked 
several years as 
a beautician. She 
also spent some 
time working at 
Nicholson File in 
Cullman. Survivors 
include her son: 
Terry Briscoe; a 
sister: Louise Foust 
and a host of nieces. 
In addition to her 
parents, she was also 
preceded in death 
by her husband: 
Bill Thompson; 
two brothers and a 
sister: Estelle Price.

Melendia Lee 

Johnson, 87, of 
Houston, Alabama
Melendia Lee 
Johnson, 87, of 
Houston, Alabama 
entered into rest 
Tuesday, June 15 
at her residence. 
Mrs. Johnson was 
born May 6, 1934. 
Visitation will be 
held Thursday, 
June 17 from 1 p.m. 
– 2 p.m. at Nichols 
Funeral Home in 
Double Springs, 
where services will 
be held at 2 p.m. 
Burial will follow in 
Burdick Cemetery 
in Houston, 
Alabama. Brothers 
Mike Joyner, 
David Nelson and 
Drew Robbins will 
officiate. Melendia 
is survived by her 

daughters: Wanda 
Gail McKinney 
and Mary “Maggie” 
Hall and her 
husband: Terry; 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Victor and Linda 
Watts, Eric and 
Dannielle Watts and 
Amanda and Jerry 
Smith; 10 great-
grandchildren and a 
host of other family 
and friends. She was 
preceded in death by 
her parents: Olen A. 
Stewart and Rachel 
M. Bailey Stewart; 
her husband: 
William A. Johnson; 
sister: I.V. Feltman 
and brother: 
Jerry Stewart.

Maurice Stringer 
Bailey, 88, 
of Cullman

Maurice Stringer 
Bailey, age 88, of 
Cullman, died 
Tuesday, June 15. 
She was preceded 
in death by her 
husband: Bib 
Bailey; parents: 
Dewey and Earsel 
Stringer; sisters: 
Baby Inez and 
Reba Teague and 
brothers: Harold 
Stringer and Aubrey 
Stringer. Mrs. 
Bailey is survived 
by her daughters: 
Sheila Staggs and 
Geraldine Timbs; 
son: Rickey Bailey; 
g r a n d d a u g h t e r s : 
Tina Amodeo 
and Jennifer 
Timbs; great-
g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Drew and Savannah 
Vaughn; sisters: 

Jane Suggs and Gail 
Martin; sisters-in-
law: Dean Stringer 
and Ann Stringer; 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w : 
Bobby Teague; 
beloved dog: 
Tootsie and loved 
great-grand pup: 
Bella. The family 
will receive friends 
Friday, June 18 
at 1 p.m. until the 
Celebration of 
Mrs. Bailey’s life, 
beginning at 2 p.m. 
at Moss Service 
Funeral Home 
Chapel. Burial 
will follow in Etha 
Cemetery. Please 
visit mossservicefh.
com to leave 
condolences for 
the family. Moss 
Service Funeral 
Home Directing.

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman 
Funeral Home

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

HANCEVILLE, Ala. – Wal-
lace State Community Col-
lege’s Future Foundation has 
received a grant from the 
Tennessee Valley Authori-
ty Natural Resources Com-

munity Outreach program 
to purchase 20 One-Stream 
brand waste containers 
to place around campus, a 
project sponsored by the 
College’s Healthy Campus, 
Healthy Earth Committee, 
to encourage recycling and to 
promote environmental edu-

cation on campus.   
	 “This is a positive step 
in helping our students and 
employees become better 
stewards of our campus and 
to help preserve our natural 
resources,” said Dr. Susan 
O’Rear, psychology instruc-
tor and chair of the commit-

tee. “I would like to thank 
Anna Beard and Kristi Bar-
nett for their initiative re-
garding the grant.”  The new 
containers will be placed next 
to existing recycling bins in 
public access points across 
campus, including at athlet-
ics venues, theatres, near the 

ponds, walking tails and disc 
golf holes, in addition to the 
most highly trafficked areas 
on campus. These new bins 
will be clearly marked “Trash 
Only” with information help 
students and visitors recog-
nize the difference between 
trash and recyclables. 

	 The Healthy Campus, 
Healthy Earth Committee 
supports environmental ed-
ucation on campus, oversees 
the recycling policies and 
procedures and annually 
hosts campus and student 
events, such as a recent Earth 
Day-Arbor Day celebration.

Grant (from Front)
Russell Moore
WSCC
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Bill Smith Used Cars
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STK#17972C

2010 CHEVROLET AVALANCHE

$16,897

STK#18228A

2012 FORD F-150

$17,897

STK#01230A

2016 CHEVROLET COLORADO

$29,897

STK#18044A

2015 GMC SIERRA 1500

$33,897

STK#17432A

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500

$34,897

STK#01244

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500

$34,897

STK#01218
2017 FORD F-150

$35,897

STK#17921B

2018 FORD F-150

$36,897

STK#18068A

2018 FORD F-150

$37,897

STK#08112A

2018 GMC SIERRA 1500

$39,987

STK#17732B

2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO

$41,897

STK#18126B

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500

$46,897

STK#17676A

2014 TOYOTA TUNDRA 4WD

$21,897

STK#01228

2017 FORD EXPEDITION

$32,897

STK#17396B

2017 FORD F-150

$32,897
2014 TOYOTA RAV4

$18,897

STK#18201A

2015 GMC SIERRA 2500HD

$46,897

STK#01242

2018 GMC SIERRA 2500HD

$48,897

STK#17839A

2016 GMC YUKON XL

$43,897

STK#17040D

2017 KIA SPORTAGE

$20,897

STK#17040D

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1915 2ND AVE NW
CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256.735.2898

BEAU STERLING
Good Hope High School 

Beau Sterling is a 2021 gradu-
ate of Good Hope High School 
and will soon be reporting to 
basic training with the Unit-
ed States Army. He said of his 
decision, “For me, the Army 
was the best option. The Air 
Force looked pretty good, but 
they are a little bit more fancy 
and stuff. I figured the Army 
is the best of both worlds. You 
get a little bit more action and 
a little bit more chillin’ out.”
	 Sterling has wanted to be 
in the military since he was 
a little boy, and he knows ex-
actly what he wants to do. He 
said, “I will be working on he-
licopters. I am going into CH-
47, which are big two bladed 
helicopters.” The CH-47 is a 
Chinook helicopter. 
	 Sterling will report to 
basic training June 28 at Ft. 
Jackson in South Carolina. 
	 Sterling credits the Ju-
nior Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps program for help-
ing him. He said, “It was a fun 
experience and they gave me 
some tips and pointers--what 
to do and not do.”
	 He also wants to thank his 
parents for “leading me in the 
right way.” Beau Sterling is 
the son of Eddie and Christy 
Sterling. 

ISAIAH FULLER
Good Hope High School 

Isaiah Fuller graduated from 
Good Hope High School in 
May and is now getting ready 
for the United States Army. 
Fuller wanted to be in the 
military as a kid, but found 
other interests as he got old-
er.
	 He said, “When I was a 
little kid, I watched ‘Saving 
Private Ryan’ and stuff like 
that and I really wanted to be 
in it. Then, I kind of got away 
from it from about fifth grade 
to my senior year. Then one 
day, I just decided to do it.” 
	 Fuller also explained his 
decision to join the Army 
over the other branches.
	 He said, “I looked at all 
the other branches and I 
didn’t think I would like be-
ing on a boat like in the Navy. 
I looked at the Air Force a lit-
tle bit and the Marines, but it 
seemed like a lot more work 
for the same amount of pay. I 
went with the Army because 
I liked the benefits and jobs 
they offered.” 
	 Fuller will be going into 
the Infantry and hopes to be 
Special Forces. He said, “I 
hope to be an Army Ranger 
but there is an age limit and 
you have to be 20.
	 “I’m 18 now, so I figure 
Infantry is the quickest way 
to get ready for it.” On June 
22, Fuller will report for basic 

training at Ft. Benning, Geor-
gia. 
	 “I for sure want to thank 
Sergeant Epperson. He’s my 
recruiter and he’s put up with 
a lot and put a lot of time and 
money into me.
	 “They believed in me and 
kept pushing to get me in,” 
Fuller added.
	 “I also want to thank my 
mom and dad.” Isaiah’s par-
ents are Meghan Elliott and 
Jeff Dillard. 
	 Fuller said of the future, 
“I’m just trying to make a 
good life for myself in the 
military and take care of my 
family.”

ALIYAH COLEMAN
Good Hope High School 

2021 Good Hope High School 
graduate Aliyah Coleman 
has always dreamed of being 
in the military. She said, “I 
have always, since I was a kid, 
wanted to be in the military. I 
always thought soldiers were 
the most awesome people 
ever and I wanted to be just 
like them.” 
	 Coleman began exploring 
her military options at the be-
ginning of her senior year in 
high school. She explained, “I 
met with SSG Preston Griffin 
and talked about joining the 

National Guard and quickly 
realized that was the option 
for me. Family and being in 
my hometown are super im-
portant to me and always has 
been. When I realized that I 
could follow my dreams and 
still be in my hometown, I 
was thrilled.” Coleman was 
also drawn to the college ben-
efits that come from joining 
the military. 
	 Soon, she will be attend-
ing basic training at Ft. Leon-
ard Wood, Missouri where 
she hopes to become part of 
the Military Police. 
	 Coleman wanted to thank 
several people, saying, “I 

would like to thank my re-
cruiter and his wife, Preston 
and Amber Griffin, for be-
ing such great mentors and 
friends. They helped me in 
my journey and life in gen-
eral. I would like to thank 
my mom and dad, Heidi and 
Jared Johnson, for always 
being there for me and get-
ting me to where I am in life 
currently. Lastly, I would like 
to thank my JROTC instruc-
tors, Colonel Jones and SFC 
Ullery, for teaching me amaz-
ing leadership skills and will 
take me great places, not only 
in the military, but in life in 
general.”

From books to battalions
Spotlighting military-bound students from Good Hope High School
Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

Best friends Zayne Welborn, currently 
at basic training in Ft. Jackson, and 
Isaiah Fuller before GHHS prom.

ISAIAH FULLER

Beau Sterling with his niece Addalynn Thornton
BEAU STERLING

Aliyah Coleman
ALIYAH COLEMAN


