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– PET OF THE WEEK –

Make a summertime 
friend with Jojo!

Jojo
CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

» PAGE 6

CULLMAN, Ala. – Cullman 
Area Technology Academy 
graduating construction stu-
dent Dakota McDaniel, from 
Fairview High School, has re-
ceived a $2,500 scholarship 
from SkillsUSA and Fine 
Homebuilding Magazine’s 
Keep Craft Alive program. 
McDaniel will enroll in the 
Wallace State Community 
College’s Building Construc-
tion program this fall.
	 CATA Carpentry teacher 
Mike Burkett said that he is 
“So very proud of this young 
man and the obstacles he has 
overcome to get to this point. 
	 “A great student and hard 
worker who whole-heartedly 
supported our CATA Car-
pentry program for the past 
three years, won several Dis-

trict SkillsUSA competitions 
and who exemplifies all the 
goals and values we try to 
teach students at CATA.”
	 According to skillsusa.
org, “Fine Homebuilding will 
be awarding scholarships to 
SkillsUSA high school or col-
lege/postsecondary students 
continuing their education 
or certification programs in 
construction-related fields 
such as architectural draft-
ing, carpentry, cabinetmak-
ing, electrical and residential 
wiring, HVACR, masonry, 
woodworking and plumbing.
	 “In the spirit of the 
#KeepCraftAlive movement, 
applicants should celebrate 
the value and meaning of 
true craftsmanship in their 
trades and plan to continue 
their educations in commu-
nity colleges, undergraduate 
programs or industry certifi-

cation curricula.
	 “Selections will be based 
on completion of an applica-
tion, along with a 300-word 
essay showing applicants’ 
passion for their craft and 
a letter of support from a 
teacher, administrator, Skill-
sUSA adviser or educational/
professional mentor.”
	 SkillsUSA is a national 
partnership of over 360,000 
students, teachers and in-
dustry representatives 
working together to ensure 
America has a skilled work-
force.
	 This nonprofit, individ-
ual member organization 
serves middle school, high 
school and college/post-
secondary students who 
are preparing for careers in 
technical, skilled and ser-
vice occupations, including 
health occupations.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

– EDUCATION –

CATA student earns 
Wallace State scholarship

MIKE BURKETT

Dakota McDaniel with one of his SkillsUSA gold medal projects. 
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– SPORTS –

DeVonta Smith 
named 2020-21 
Roy F. Kramer 

Male Athlete of 
the Year

» PAGE 4

EDITORIAL

Arrest records and the 
dominos which fall… » PAGE 8

LOCAL BUSINESS

‘The way the 
ordinance stands 
now, we absolutely 
will not survive’
Allowance of Sunday alcohol sales sees 
possible negative side effects » PAGE 5

CULLMAN, Ala. – Good 
Samaritan Health Clinic has 
announced the 6th annual 
Caring for Cullman Concert 
featuring the award-winning 
Triumphant Quartet and 
Christian comedian/author 
Mickey Bell on Monday, Oct. 

18, at 6 p.m. at Northbrook 
Baptist Church, 3691 State 
Road 157 in Cullman. Good 
Samaritan Executive Direc-
tor Jolanda Hutson plans 
to celebrate the clinic’s new 
mental health services sup-
ported by the Stephen K. 
Griffith Memorial Fund.
	 “We started offering these 
services to our patients back 

in July 2020 and basically, 
if an individual qualifies for 
our clinic, then they have ac-
cess to all the services that we 
provide,” said Hutson. “Now, 
we’re able to add our list of 
services onto that, mental 
health counseling.”
	 Good Samaritan has al-
ready referred over 30 pa-
tients for counseling at Ha-

ven Counseling Services in 
South Vinemont.
	 Licensed counselor Man-
dy Wilhite, who operates Ha-
ven Counseling Services, said 
in October 2020, “Through 
tragedy, we have made nu-
merous touches throughout 
our community, touches that 
would not be possible with-
out the support of the Good 

Samaritan Clinic and the 
Stephen K. Griffith Memorial 
Fund.
	 “Programs such as this 
are what makes Cullman 
among some of the most 
blessed places just to live. 
	 “We are currently in a so-
ciety where mental health as-
sistance is often overlooked, 
not accepted, un-

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

LOCAL CHARITIES

Good Samaritan Health Clinic announces 6th annual Caring 
for Cullman Concert, celebrates new mental health services

» PAGE 2

James “Jimmy” Douglas 
Putman, Mary Jane 

Ainsworth, James Lee 
Brown, Jr.
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. – The 
Cullman Peach Orchard is 
formally owned by Johna-
thon Clayton, but is largely 
a family business. His sister 
Anita Warner explained that 
Clayton originally purchased 
the farm in 2007 and began 
growing peaches shortly af-
ter. The first peach trees for 
the orchard were planted in 
2010.
 When the orchard first 
began to produce in full, peo-
ple would often stop and in-
quire about purchasing the 
freshly grown fruit.
 Clayton had the idea to 
set up an honor system with-
in his garage and it was estab-

lished with baskets of peach-
es and a place to leave money 
in exchange. 
 The Cullman Peach Or-
chard only grew from there, 
with Clayton having assem-
bled his marketplace area 
to sell his peaches and other 
types of fresh produce from 
the Cullman Farmers Market 
and Georgia.
 With 14 different variet-
ies of peaches, each is stag-
gered slightly in the seeding 
process to guarantee the first 
comes in around the begin-
ning of May, following a new 
variety every two weeks. 
 Though the produce 
stand has been opened as ear-
ly in the year as mid-March, 
it usually opens at the begin-
ning of April, through Labor 

Day each year, or until all 
trees are done producing.
 Warner shared, “I think 
the people in the neighbor-
hood really enjoy coming for 
the fruit stand and we have 
talked to people from as far as 
Louisiana that make a point 
to stop in Cullman for our 
produce.
 “They take it to their fam-
ilies and friends.
 “It is actually so fun to 
meet people from so many 
different places.” 
 The Cullman Peach Or-
chard is located at 3671 
County Road 38, Hanceville, 
AL 35077. Visit their Face-
book page for more informa-
tion and seasonal updates 
https://www.facebook.com/
CullmanPeachOrchard.

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

– LOCAL BUSINESS –

Cullman Peach Orchard 
open for the summer

ASHLYN GREY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

– LIFESTYLE –

DAY TRIPPIN’ 
GoFAR USA Park

Victim Services of 
Cullman to host car, 
truck and bike show » PAGE 6

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

– SPORTS –

Former 
Cullman 

standout Kolby 
Robinson 

opening 256 
Sports Academy 

in Florence
» PAGE 4

KOLBY ROBINSON

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Holly Pond Town 
Council: New sewer rates 
in effect, former food 
pantry now community 
event center » PAGE 6

Good Samaritan Health Clinic
CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

CULLMAN, Ala. – Good Sa-
maritan Health Clinic earned 
a 2021 Gold Rating from the 
National Association of Free 
and Charitable Clinics Qual-
ity Standards Program; its 
second in a row. Through a 
survey of the organization’s 

policies and procedures, the 
NAFC rating commends 
Good Samaritan’s “commit-
ment to providing quality 
care to patients.” 
 “We are honored to re-
ceive this designation from 
the NAFC for a second year in 
a row,” said Good Samaritan 
Executive Director Jolanda 
Hutson. “It substantiates our 

commitment of providing 
quality continuity of care to 
the uninsured in our com-
munity. Knowing this, we 
hope that any uninsured in-
dividuals will be encouraged 
to entrust their medical care 
to us. The Clinic is blessed 
with amazing staff, and we 
are grateful for the Clinic’s 
leadership during 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

LOCAL CHARITIES

Good Samaritan Health Clinic earns highest 
rating from national free clinic association

» PAGE 7

Calvin L. Terry, Vera Lee 
Burks, Nellie Jo Estes
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HOLLY POND, Ala. – The 
east Cullman County town 
of Holly Pond has spent a 
few days hosting students 
and leaders from bicycle tour 
organization Overland Sum-
mers, as they travel through 
on a cross-country journey 
that will take them from the 
Atlantic coast to the Pacif-
ic. Starting on Tybee Island, 
Georgia just over a week ago, 
the group is scheduled to 
reach Los Angeles, Califor-
nia and hit the beach at Santa 
Monica in another five weeks. 
Along the way, the group is 
enjoying the hospitality of 
small towns like Holly Pond.
 Each group has 12 stu-
dents between the 9th and 
12th grades with two adult 
leaders.

 “Overland Summers is 
basically like summer camps, 
but on the go,” said group 
leader Bronson Cvijanovich 
of Chappaqua, New York.
 According to Cvijanovich, 
the groups cover approxi-
mately 85 miles per day.
 The guide added, “We’re 
all self-supported; no van 
carrying our stuff. We carry 
everything on the bikes--ba-
sically, these saddlebags 
called panniers--and any-
thing that can’t fit in those 
bags we just strap onto the 
rack with bungees, and then 
we just try to get up hills with 
all the weight.”
 Cvijanovich said of 
the experience of riding 
cross-country, “I think the 
best way to see a place is 
on a bike, because you roll 
through much slower and 
you really get to stay there at 

night. You camp and you real-
ly get to see the towns on the 
way, as opposed to driving, 
like a road trip. Six weeks is a 
lot of stays in different towns, 
you know, passing through 
these really cool places that 
you might pass by all of them 
in a couple of days in a car.”
 The two groups that 
stopped in Holly Pond were 
part of an Overland program 
called American Challenge.
 According to the descrip-
tion of American Challenge 
on Overland’s website, “This 
trip is hard. Really hard. But 
it’s simple, too. Just wake up 
every day for six weeks, get on 
the bike, and head west. It’s 
no more complicated than 
that. 
 “Sharing the experience 
with your group and your 
Overland leaders makes all 
the difference. 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Taking the 
American Challenge
Cross-country bicyclists stop in Holly Pond

CARLA HART

Holly Pond Mayor Carla Hart, center, with members of the 
Overland team at the Holly Pond fire station Monday.

STATE

Tribune nets 
13 APA awards 
including 
Community 
COVID award

LIFESTYLE

Keeping safe while 
working out, 
summer training » PAGE 2
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– LIFESTYLE –

FIREWORKS 
IN FAIRVIEW

» PAGE 5

ASHLYN GREY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Chambers Fall 
Festival in the works 
for September » PAGE 6

Aiden Gonzalez 
with his girlfriend 
Kayla Brunner »

AIDEN GONZALEZ

Aiden Gonzalez is a 
2021 graduate of 
Good Hope High 
School and he will 

soon leave for the United 
States Navy. Aiden is new 
to Cullman County, having 
moved here recently from 

California, though even be-
fore the move, he had already 
decided to join the Navy. 
 Aiden had an experience 
when he was a young boy that 
sparked his interest in being 
in the military.
 He explained, “It had to 
be when I was 7 or 8. I went 
to this day care and they had 
these military guys come in 

and I really, really liked this 
one guy. I thought he was so 
cool. 
 “I think he was in the 
Army. I remember giving him 
a piece of paper and asking 
for his autograph because I 
thought he was the coolest 
dude ever. I really wanted 
to go into the military after 
that.”

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

From books to battalions
Spotlighting Good Hope’s military-bound Aiden Gonzalez

» PAGE 2

Joshua Alexander 
Hallex, William Richard 
“Dickie” Smith, Gregory 

James Grund, Virginia 
“Jenny” Carol Tyree, 

Anthony Sherman 
Murphree
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CULLMAN, Ala. – Friday was a day of celebration for R.E. Garrison Trucking as representatives from the City Planning Commission, the Chamber of Commerce, the City Council along with May-or Woody Jacobs and Sheriff Matt Gentry gathered to of-ficially cut the ribbon on its new downtown office. The of-fice is located in the on First Avenue in the Warehouse District and is the company’s first location within the city.  After showing a brief vid-eo touching on the history and values of the company, Executive Director of Opera-

tions at R.E. Garrison Shawn Nelson went over some of what sets R.E. Garrison apart from other trucking compa-nies.  “Out of all the trucking companies in America there are roughly 150 of those that have 500 trucks or more and you have one here in Cullman that has 650 and one of the largest refrigerated fleets in America,” Nelson said. “Now, because of this rib-bon cutting today, you’ll have that right here in Cullman proper. “I don’t think in all the years we’ve been here since 1959 we’ve ever been in the City of Cullman until this point, so we’re excited about 

that.” Before cutting the ribbon, R.E. Garrison President Don-ovan Lovell took a moment to thank everyone in attendance for celebrating with them and thanked the community for its support over the years.  “I just appreciate every-one coming out and we look forward to many more years of this,” Lovell said. “We appreciate what this community has done for us, and all of our employees and we just want to make every-body at R.E. Garrison feel like one big family, so we appreci-ate everybody’s support.” R.E. Garrison Trucking’s new office is located at 101 First Ave. NE. 

Nick Griffinnick@cullmantribune.com

– LOCAL BUSINESS –R.E. Garrison Trucking opens new downtown office

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNER.E. Garrison and City officials cut the ribbon on R.E. Garrison Trucking’s new downtown office in Cullman.

Colony citizens hope to place marker at town cemetery following listing on Alabama Historic Cemetery Registry
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Debra Sue Lawson, Ted Blair Ratliff, Michael Shawn Bartlett, Luther Erice McDonald,  Jonda Ann Allison Self
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Young visitor to the park, David Johnson, 
takes a ride on the zipline
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We d n e s -
day, July 7, 
C O V I D - 1 9 
update from 

the Alabama Department of 
Public Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospital-
izations and deaths, ADPH 
will be updating its dash-
board less frequently. Ef-
fective June 7, the Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard will 
update Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday; the Vaccine Dis-
tribution Dashboard will up-
date Tuesday and Thursday 
and no weekend updates will 
be made. Additional infor-
mation may be provided in 
the future as ADPH gathers 
more data on the pandemic.
Case counts and deaths re-
ported on today’s update are 
high. Today’s increase rep-
resents a delay in reporting 
to the Alabama Department 
of Public Health due to the 
holiday weekend.

Case details* (Updated 
Mon, Wed, Fri)
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Alabama: 425,464 (+ 1,093 
since Monday) 
•	 Probable cases in Ala-

bama: 127,447 (+ 520 since 
Monday)   
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama: 9,084 (+ 25 since 
Monday)             
•	 Probable deaths in Ala-
bama: 2,303
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co.: 6,825 (+ 16 
since Monday)
•	 Probable cases in Cull-
man Co.: 3,206 (+ 1 since 
Monday) 
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Cullman Co.: 140
•	 Probable deaths in Cull-
man Co.: 62
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co.: 43,618
•	 Total tested in the last 14 
days in Cullman Co: 1,461
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Cullman Co.: 39
•	 Total tested in Alabama: 
2,692,708
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Alabama: 2,573
•	 Total tested in the last 14 
days in Alabama: 70,763
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 229

Vaccine details (updated 
Tues, Thurs)
•	 Doses Delivered to Ala-
bama: 4,662,015
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 3,170,785
•	 Doses administered: 
3,277,578
•	 Number of people re-

ceiving one or more doses: 
1,854,571
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine se-
ries: 1,533,006
•	 Doses delivered to feder-
al programs: 1,491,230

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c o v i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s e t s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

Texting and WhatsApp 
resources for locating 
COVID-19 vaccine
Finding a COVID-19 vacci-
nation location near you is 
easy and available on multi-
ple platforms. Text your ZIP 
code to 438829 or call 1-800-
232-0233. Another exciting 
effort is underway to help 
connect people with vaccine 
resources and information: 
the CDC’s new Spanish-lan-
guage vaccine finder on 
WhatsApp. You can try it by 
texting the word “hola” as a 
WhatsApp message to the 
CDC at 1-833-636-1122.   

COVID-19 vaccine incen-

tives
Companies across the Unit-
ed States are offering re-
wards to their vaccinated 
customers and employees. 
These include free rides to 
and from your vaccine ap-
pointments and free child 
care for parents and care-
givers to get vaccinated 
and recuperate. Visit the 
COVID-19 vaccine incen-
tives page at www.vaccines.
gov/incentives.html to read 
about these and other incen-
tives offered by companies 
across the country. ADPH 
encourages businesses 
throughout the state to help 
improve the vaccination rate 
by being vaccinated yourself 
and offering incentives to 
your employees, customers 
and others in your area to be 
vaccinated.  

Vaccine scheduling assis-
tance for close contacts of 
someone positively diag-
nosed with COVID-19
In collaboration with the Al-
abama Department of Public 
Health, the School of Public 
Health at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham 
(UAB) is providing assis-
tance to many in our state 
seeking vaccine appoint-
ments or locations. If you 
are a close contact of some-
one who was positively diag-

nosed with COVID-19, you 
may receive a telephone call 
from a UAB representative. 
The caller will be able to pro-
vide assistance in finding a 
vaccination location nearby.

Delta variant B.1.617.2
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention has 
designated the Delta vari-
ant, which is also known 
as B.1.617.2, as a variant of 
concern. This means the 
CDC officially recognizes 
that the variant may carry 
a risk of more severe illness 
and transmissibility. The 
Delta variant, which first 
emerged in India, now ac-
counts for about 20% of new 
U.S. cases. The number of 
cases of Delta in the U.S are 
likely to be higher, as not all 
SARS-CoV-2 specimens are 
sequenced. The variant is 
highly contagious and has 
the potential to infect more 
persons, resulting in more 
hospitalizations and deaths. 
At the moment, data indi-
cates that two doses of Pfizer 
vaccine are 88% protective 
against the virus. The two 
other COVID 19 vaccines, 
Moderna and Johnson & 
Johnson, are likely to be ef-
fective against this variant as 
well. The message about this 
variant, as well as other vari-
ants, is that the more per-

sons who are vaccinated, the 
less likely the opportunity 
for variants to emerge. Now 
is a critical time for persons 
in Alabama to take advan-
tage of the multiple oppor-
tunities to be vaccinated.   

National Month of Action 
continues through July 4
The Alabama Department 
of Public Health joins in 
encouraging everyone in 
the state to work toward 
the goal of having 70% of 
U.S. adults getting at least 
one COVID-19 vaccination 
by July 4. President Biden 
announced the National 
Month of Action initiative 
which encourages national 
organizations, local gov-
ernment leaders, commu-
nity-based and faith-based 
partners, businesses, em-
ployers, social media influ-
encers, celebrities, athletes, 
colleges, young people and 
thousands of volunteers 
across the nation to work to-
gether to get their commu-
nities vaccinated. Decreas-
ing numbers of Alabama 
residents are being vacci-
nated even though vaccines 
are available, so promotions 
and actions are needed now 
to defeat COVID-19. Visit 
www.alcovidvaccine.govto 
find a place to get vaccinated 
nearby.   

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening,  must be 21 years of age 
 or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

available or unachievable due 
to financial constraints. 
	 “Through this memorial 
fund, we are readily available 
to help those in need through 
the Good Samaritan referral 
system, that would not other-
wise be able to receive these 
services. 
	 “We are a community 
blessed with many talents, 
services and those willing to 
go above and beyond their 
calling.”
 
About the Stephen K. Grif-
fith Memorial Fund
The children of Stephen K. 
Griffith established the fund 
to honor the memory of their 
father, a prominent Cullman 
attorney who was murdered 
in 2017 by a man suffering 
from severe mental illness. 
	 The next year, Griffith’s 
family started the Stephen 
K. Griffith Memorial Fund 
to provide mental health 
services to Cullman County 
residents who cannot afford 
services or lack insurance.

A statement issued by 
Good Samaritan said:
At Good Samaritan Health 
Clinic, we provide prima-
ry health and wellness care 
to the uninsured members 
of our community. Our pa-
tients have relatively low in-
come and simply do not have 
the ability to pay for health 
care services.  For several 
years now, we’ve been able 
to provide our patients with 
a full range of services in-
cluding medications, dental 
extractions, referrals to spe-
cialists, hearing evaluations 
and select vision services, but 
we haven’t been able to offer 
mental health services until 
now.  
	 We are incredibly grateful 
to partner with the Stephen 
K. Griffith Memorial Fund. 
This partnership has enabled 
us to provide mental health 
counseling for our patients 
through Haven Counseling 
Services. 
	 As a result, we are able 
to help our patients build a 
stronger foundation toward 
both physical and mental 
health.
 
Patient need: 
There is a definite need for 
mental health care through-
out the population here in 
our community.  Most pa-
tients who utilize the Good 
Samaritan Clinic usually 
have a history of mental ill-
ness that is, for the most part, 
untreated due to lack of ac-
cess to care.
	 Seventy-five to eighty 
percent of our patient pop-
ulation is on medications 
that treat mental health is-
sues such as anxiety and de-
pression, and almost 1/3 of 

these patients have multiple 
mental health disorders like 
PTSD, Schizophrenia, Bipo-
lar Disorder or Manic De-
pression. 
 
Patient impact: 
During the past 10 months, 
we’ve referred over 30 of our 
patients to HCS and in this 
relatively short period of 
time, we’ve seen wonderful 
results. 
	 Several of our patients 
have commented on the pos-
itive impact that counseling 
has had on their lives.  After 
only a couple of months, one 
of our patients shared his ex-
perience … 
	 “The Good Samaritan 
Clinic and Haven Counseling 
entered my life at a very cru-
cial time. 
	 “Through the guidance 
and therapy that I have been 
given, I truly find more mean-
ing, value and happiness in 
life. 
	 “This is a complete con-
trast to my perspective be-
fore and I truly believe that, 
in some way, I have been giv-
en a second chance at life.” 
	 In general terms, our 
patient population has im-
proved tremendously with 
the ability to access mental 
health counseling. 
	 They’ve gained new cop-
ing skills to help them bet-
ter manage their mental 
health issues and they’ve also 
learned to trust individuals 
who are trying to help them.  
	 In all actuality, we may 
never know the full impact 
on someone’s life who is able 
to get the counseling services 
they need.
 
Honoring Steve’s memory: 
Good Samaritan Clinic is 
honored to partner with The 
Stephen K. Griffith Memorial 
Fund and Haven Counsel-
ing Services to provide these 
much-needed mental health 
services to our patients.
	 We are grateful to have 
a part in honoring Steve’s 
memory as we partner to 
raise mental health aware-
ness and fill the tremendous 
gap in the accessibility of 
mental health services in the 
Cullman community. 
	 We are especially grateful 
to The Griffith Family for al-
lowing the tragedy of Steve’s 
passing to be used for good, 
positively impacting so many 
in our community.
 
Mickey Bell talks about 
mental health 
Entertainer Mickey Bell 
faced his own struggle with 
mental illness and has pub-
lished books and videos on 
the subject. 
	 “For me, the tragic mo-
ment, and pretty much what 
depression is, is the fact that 

your brain doesn’t know how 
to respond to a tragic mo-
ment in your life.
	 “And the tragic moment 
that happened in my life 
came when I was serving as a 
pastor of a church, and I had a 
moral fall while I was serving 
as the pastor.
	 “So in a matter of 10 min-
utes, I was not only fired from 
the church, but they kicked 
me and my family out of our 
church housing. So I was un-
employed and homeless at 
the same time. 
	 “Because of that moment 
that happened in my life, and 
because of the emotions that 
happened as a result of that, 
that threw me and my emo-
tions into a tailspin. 
	 “And that’s when I fell 
into the depression that I 
had experienced, to where I 
didn’t want to live, I was un-
comfortable in my own skin, I 
was very embarrassed and all 
of those emotions put togeth-
er caused me to just hit rock 
bottom. And I was there for a 
while. 
	 “It also caused me to 
build up an anxiety of being 
out in public, because I had 
the voices in my head telling 
me that everyone was talking 
about me, and pointing at me 
and laughing at me, and so I 
built up an anxiety to where 
I was unable to get out of the 
house.
	 “So it wasn’t until my 
family sat me down and said, 
‘Alright, you’re going to have 
to do something.
	 “We can’t continue liv-
ing like this,’ that I started 
meeting with a psychologist 
and a physician. And I start-
ed meeting with them every 
week for an entire year.  
	 “And so they worked with 
me to where I could get out of 
the house and then just con-
tinue to progress until now, 
I’m actually standing onstage 
telling people my story and 
talking about it.”
	 For Bell, the tragedies of 
his life created the mission he 
now pursues. 
	 Said Bell, “This is strict-
ly what I feel like I’ve been 
placed on the earth to, not to 
make mistakes, but to take 
my mistakes and use them to 
warn and help others.
	 “Right now, we’re build-
ing our brand on YouTube 
and Facebook as a place that 
people who deal with this can 
go to just for encouragement, 
just to have someone that 
they can relate to. So we’re 
putting a lot of effort and em-
phasis behind it. 
	 “And Jolanda and Good 
Samaritan, they have been 
fantastic about it, as well.
	 “And I’m very excited 
about what they’re doing and 
the steps they’re taking to 
help people who have to bat-

tle this type of thing.
	 “And so, you know, that’s 
why I’m always excited — I 
think this is going to be my 
third year — I’m very excited 
to be a part of it and will be 
a part of it as long as they let 
me, because I just believe in 
everything they’re doing.” 
	 If people see themselves 
in your story, what would you 
tell them to do first? 
	 Bell shared, “Very first 
thing that I tell everybody 
that comes up to me at con-
certs: ‘Go see your family 
doctor.’
	 “Be very honest with 
them, tell them exactly what 
you’re thinking, tell them 
how you’re feeling, and tell 
them you need help.”
	 For more on Mickey Bell, 
visit www.themickeybell.
com or https://www.face-
book.com/themickeybell/.
	 Find Bell’s videos on You-
Tube at https://www.you-
tube.com/channel/UC_SjK-
JCoDpmUpt94-Pz4yvA. 
 
At a glance
•	 Caring for Cullman Con-
cert Concert featuring Tri-
umphant Quartet and Mickey 
Bell 
•	  
•	 Northbrook Baptist 
Church, 3691 State Road 157 
in Cullman
 
•	 Monday, Oct. 18, at 6 p.m. 
Doors open at 5 p.m.
 
All tickets are General Ad-
mission; $15 from ticket out-
lets or at door, or $18 if pur-
chased online. 

Beginning in Septem-
ber, advance tickets may 
be purchased online at 
https://www.goodsamari-
tancullman.com/ or at one 
of the following ticket out-
lets: 
•	 The Good Samaritan 
Health Clinic, 401 Arnold 
Street NE, Suite A

•	 Yates Chance Christian 
Bookstore, 1650 Second Ave. 
SW

•	 Borden Family Pharmacy, 
3190 AL Highway 157
 
A love offering will be re-
ceived the evening of the con-
cert. 
	 If you are unable to at-
tend the concert but would 
like to make a donation, visit 
https://www.g oodsamar-
itancullman.com/ or mail 
your donation to 401 Arnold 
Street NE, Suite A, Cullman, 
AL 35055. 
	 To learn more about 
Good Samaritan’s services, 
how to qualify, or to make a 
donation, please visit https://
www.g oodsamaritancull-
man.com/.

Concert (from Front)

1 OUT OF 10
ELDERLY PERSONS AND ADULTS
WITH DISABILITIES ARE BEING:
Abused, Neglected or Exploited

HELP STOP THE ABUSE

Thereʼs no excuse for
ELDER ABUSE

“This project was supported by Subgrant #16-VA-VS-076 awarded by the Law Enforcement / Traffic Safety Division of
ADECA and the U.S. Department of Justice.” The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed
in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Department of Justice or grant-making component.”

IF YOU SEE IT, REPORT IT

ADULT ABUSE HOTLINE at 1-800-458-7214

If you suspect this is happening to someone you
know, please report it to Adult Protective Services
by contacting your local DHR office or calling the

#18-VA-VS-050
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“Come to the Well” Com-
munity Women’s Bible 
Study
• Tuesday mornings at 10 
at the Hebrews Cafe at East 
Side Baptist Church, 1111 
Third St. SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/face 
covering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Saturday 
of each month from 8 a.m.-
1 p.m. at the old Baileyton 
fire station next to the 
town’s park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many ev-
eryday items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a 
bag, and for $40 a shopper 
can fill a large box. Some of 
the items of greater value 
will require a larger dona-
tion. There will be some 
restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings (all 
are welcome) Monday and 
Thursday nights from 7-8 
p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Epis-
copal Church, 305 Arnold 
St. NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-347-
1097, 256-841-2209 or 256-
708-1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to re-
ceive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise classes- 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Chil-
dren welcome.
• Classes- Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. Children and youth 
classes. Adult class, “The 
Phases of Armageddon” by 
Pastor Bobby Dodd
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pickup. 
Small group classes for 
adults, children and youth 
at 10 a.m. Praise and wor-
ship and message at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m. – noon, 
Tuesdays 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 
11 a.m. – noon Cullman 
Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine 
Circle S.W. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Raising 
Arrows Ministry, and Spirit 
Life Church. 
• Sundays-9 a.m. Van runs 
in 5 Points Area. Call 256-
841-2060 for pickup. Small 
group classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10 a.m. 
Praise and Worship and 
message at 11 a.m. 

Free Community Dinner 
at Center Hill Baptist 
Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 
Wednesday of every 
month we will be offering 
a Free Community Dinner. 
Church members, com-
munity members, neigh-
bors and friends are wel-
come. This will be takeout 
only. Please message or 
comment with how many 
plates you will need to help 
us prepare enough food for 
everyone. RSVP at http://
bit.ly/centerhill. 
• 13108 County Road 747, 
Hanceville, AL 35077

Miércoles de Despensas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles del 
mes, En Su Tierra Cullman 
FUMC
• Despensas para la comu-
nidad. No requiere ID. En-
trega en su vehículo. Por 
favor use mascarilla.

Festhalle Farmers Mar-
ket
• 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Open ev-
ery Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from April – Oc-

tober
• Stop by to shop the fresh-
est produce from Cull-
man-based farms.
• For more information, 
call 256-590-5009 or send 
an email to mgraveman@
cullmanrecreation.org 

Guy Hunt Library Sum-
mer Children’s Programs
• July 8 – Mrs. Nance’s 
Painting Party
• July 15 – McWane Sci-
ence Center
• July 22 – Soil and Water, 
Animal Tracks
• All programs start at 1 
p.m. For more information, 
send an email to guyhuntli-
brary@gmail.com or call 
256-796-5226.

Agriplex Children’s 
Summer/Fall Camp Pro-
grams
• Aug. 20 - 10 a.m., Little 
Farmers Farmer’s Market: 
Run your pretend farm 
stand and then use tokens 
to shop with a local farmer.
• Aug. 26 - 9 a.m., Heritage 
Oct. 2 Solar Power: Cele-
brate the new solar panels 
producing electricity at the 
Agriplex with hands-on ac-
tivities powered by the sun.
• Sept. 4 - 9 a.m., Farm Kids 
Club County Fair Crafts: 
Create handicrafts that can 
be entered in the Cullman 
County Fair and win prizes!
• Sept. 10 - 10 a.m., Little 
Farmers “The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar”: Explore the 
miracle of the butterfly life 
cycle through the beloved 
Eric Carle classic.
• Sept. 30 - 9 a.m., Heri-
tage Homeschool Harvest 
& Seed Saving: Harvest the 
falls bounty at the Agriplex 
and save seeds for your very 
own collection. We will 
pick, taste and learn how to 
preserve the harvest.
• Oct. 2 - 9 a.m., Farm Kids 
Club Pumpkin Patch: Pick 
a pumpkin out of our patch 
and join us for some fall-
themed fun! We will play 
games, have snacks and 
carve a pumpkin.
• Saturdays, beginning at 9 
a.m. at Festhalle Farmers 
Market, Power of Produce : 
Kids up to age 12 can sam-
ple fresh produce while 
earning market money 
(pop bucks) to buy produce 
from local farmers.

Agriplex Adult Programs
• July 8 - 6 p.m., Heritage 
Skills Chair Caning: Local 
Caner Anthony Vincent 
will demonstrate the intri-
cate art of chair caning. You 
will make your own chair to 
take home. Bring a stapler 
with staples, all other sup-
plies included in cost.
• July 20 - 6 p.m., Living 
Landscapes Permaculture 
- Creating Edible Ecosys-
tems: Using permaculture 
principles helps minimize 
work in the garden while 
maximizing harvests. In-
structor Dianne Lollar will 
be teaching about how ap-
plying permaculture prin-
ciples can work for you.
• July 21 - Noon, Lunch & 
Learn presents Tomato 
Time: Cooking & Preserv-
ing Fresh Tomatoes. This is 
a free program, light lunch 
provided. Please call us at 
256-297-1044 to reserve 
your spot.
• Aug. 10 - 6 p.m., Heritage 
Skills Beginning Brewers 
Class: The Cullman Brew-
ers Guild will explain the 
process of brewing and 
demonstrate how to make 
homemade beer. See equip-
ment and learn the science 
of brewing your own beer.
• Aug. 16 - 6 p.m., Learn 
to Sew Christmas in Au-
gust: Get an early start on 
Christmas decorating and 
join us for felt ornament 
making for the tree using 
sequins and decorative 
thread.
• Aug. 18 - noon, Lunch & 
Learn presents Planting 
& Growing Fall Veggies. 
This is a free program, light 
lunch provided. Please call 
us at 256-297-1044 to re-
serve your spot.
• Aug. 31 - 6 p.m., Living 
Landscapes Growing Ber-
ries & Grapes: Retired Au-
burn Experiment Station 
Director Arnold Caylor 

will be back at the Agriplex 
sharing his vast knowledge 
on growing berries and 
muscadines best suited for 
our region.
• Sept. 9 - 6 p.m., Cowboy 
Cooking - Cooking with a 
Dutch Oven: Local ranch-
ers Greg and Emily Ander-
son from Sullivan Creek 
Ranch will be demonstrat-
ing how to cook over an 
open fire.
• Sept. 13 - 6 p.m., Learn to 
Sew Projects for the Kitch-
en: This will be a fun class 
making things to use in 
your kitchen.
• Sept. 14 - 6 p.m., Heritage 
Skills Raising Pigs: Learn 
the basics of raising pigs for 
your family.
• Thursdays: noon - 1 p.m., 
Yoga under the Pavilion, 
Join us for a beginner yoga 
class in the serenity of na-
ture. $5 per person, sum-
mer family special of $10 
per family. Ages 10 & up, 
must be able to follow along 
with class. No registration 
required. Please bring your 
yoga mat & water.

Country Legends Redis-
covered Exhibition 
• Evelyn Burrow Museum 
at Wallace State Communi-
ty College.
• Through Aug. 31. Tues-
day-Friday: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
and Saturday 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m.

Center Hill Baptist 
Church VBS
July 12-16 - From 6 p.m. 
– 8:30 p.m. at Center Hill 
Baptist Church in Hancev-
ille (13108 Co Rd 747, 
Hanceville, AL 35077). We 
will also host a VBS Regis-
tration Day on Sunday, July 
11, featuring face painting, 
games, bounce house and 
goody bags. Looking for-
ward to see you there! 

Burden Family Reunion
July 10 - The Burden fami-
ly reunion will be July 10 at 
the West Point Town Hall. 
It will begin around 10 a.m. 
Please bring a covered dish 
and prize for Bingo. Hope 
to see you there!

Let’s go to Italy!
July 10 - Join us at 2 p.m. 
Saturday, July 10, to learn 
about Red Door Travel’s 
Spring Break’s Italian Ad-
venture March 25 - April 
3, 2022.  There is no cost 
or obligation to attend.  
We will enjoy some Italian 
snacks, stroll through Italy 
for a time, talk about what 
you can expect, and answer 
any questions you might 
have.  This affordable, 
small group trip includes 
round-trip airfare from 
Birmingham, hotel, most 
meals and guided tours in 
Florence, Venice, Cinque 
Terra, Tuscany and an op-
tional Rome extension.  If 
you plan to attend, please 
contact us at Bill@TheRed-
DoorCullman.com or call 
256-338-3074 so we will 
know how many to plan for.  
If you can’t come, but want 
to know more, we’ll be hap-
py to send you a brochure.  
Meeting at Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold Street, 
Cullman, 256-734-0599.

David Speegle Family Re-
union
July 11 - The annual re-
union of the David Speegle 
family will be held Sun-
day, July 11, at the Speegle 
Family Point (334 Coun-
ty Rd 321, Crane Hill, AL  
35053) beginning around 
10:30 a.m.  Please join us 
and bring a covered dish 
for lunch at noon.  Contact 
Judy Shannon at 256-734-
3460 or Norman Calvert at 
256-734-0389 if you need 
additional information.  
Come eat and enjoy the day 
with us!

Davenport Reunion
• July 11 - The Davenport 
reunion will be held Sun-
day, July 11, at the Moody 
Center in Hanceville. All 
relatives come and bring a 
covered dish. Meal will be 
served at noon.

1963 Fairview High 
School Class Meeting

July 16 - The Fairview High  
School  Class  of 1963   will   
meet   on  Friday,   July  16, 
2021, at 1:02 p.m. at the 
Golden Corral (1720  Cher-
okee  Avenue,  Southwest,  
in Cullman). Must be 1:02 
p.m. or after for senior dis-
count. The meeting will 
be in one of  the  reserved  
rooms  in  the  back of  the  
restaurant.  Call Joyce Wil-
liams Rodgers at 256-339-
3451 for more information.

Unsheltered Interna-
tional BBQ and Cake 
Fundraiser Action
• July 17 – 5 p.m. at Temple 
Baptist Church (30 Co Rd 
1184, Cullman, AL 35057). 
To sign up, donate and/or 
RSVP, contact Tara at 256-
737-0112 EXT 180 or tara@
unsheltered.org.

Pleasant View Revival 
and Singing
July 18 - Pleasant View 
Missionary Baptist Church 
will have their summer re-
vival the third week in July 
beginning with a singing 
Sunday night, July 18 at 5 
p.m. “The Williamsons” 
from Wetumpka, Oklaho-
ma will be the guest sing-
ers. Services will be day 
and night, Monday, July 19 
– Friday, July 23. Morning 
services will begin at 10:30 
a.m. and evening services 
at 7 p.m., with Brother Jack 
Thomason as the evange-
list. Lunch will be served 
each day after the morning 
service and we will have 
prayer band at 6:45 p.m. 
before each evening ser-
vice. On Sunday night, Aug. 
1, we will have a singing 
with “New Ground” from 
Scottsboro at 5 p.m. Every-
one is invited. The church 
is located on U.S. Highway 
278, approximately 2 miles 
east of Holly Pond on the 
left. For more information 
call 256-796-5986.

West Point High School 
Class of ’62 School Re-
union
July 24 – The Class of ’62 
School Reunion will be 
Saturday, July 24, at 1 p.m. 
at the Brandin’ Iron Steak-
house in West Point (87 
Co Rd 1242, Cullman, AL 
35057). For more informa-
tion, contact Linda Jordan 
256-747-6863.

West Point Class of ’67 
Reunion
July 24 - The West Point 
Class of 1967 reunion will 
be held Saturday, July 24, 
at Brandin’ Iron Steak-
house at West Point, from 
4-6 p.m.

Wallace State Diesel by 
Distance Open House
July-Aug. - Wallace State’s 
Diesel by Distance pro-
gram will host a series of 
open house events to learn 
more about the program, 
experience virtual reality 
lessons and more. Open 
house will be held from 3 
p.m. - 7 p.m. in the Diesel 
Technology building on 
the Hanceville campus on 
the following dates: July 1, 
July 8, July 29, Aug. 5, Aug. 
12 and Aug. 19. For more 
information, contact Anna 
Parrish Beard at 256-352-
8356 or anna.parrish@wal-
lacestate.edu or visit www.
wallacestate.edu/dieselby-
distance.

Cullman County Sports 
Hall of Fame
Aug. 14 - The Cullman 
County Sports Hall of 
Fame will hold its annual 
banquet and induction cer-
emony Aug. 14, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. at Stonebridge 
Farms. Tickets can be ob-
tained at First Southern 
Financial and are $20 each. 
For more information call 
256-737-5120 or 256-736-
4445.

Free Community Movie 
Night at Vinemont Com-
munity Center
Aug. 21 – Bring a blanket 
or chair and come enjoy 
“Toy Story 4!” Start time 
will be announced at a later 
date. Vinemont Commu-
nity Center – 88 Ridgeway 
Street, Cullman, AL 35058

CRIME

Arrests and 
incidents 
reported July 7
CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported July 7, 2021. All per-
sons are innocent until prov-
en guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
July 5
•	 harassment; person; Ave. 
B SE

July 6
•	 harassment; person

ARRESTS
July 6
Williams, Jodie D.; 40
•	 DUI

Coots, Steven D.; 31
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Sparkman, Jeremy K.; 43
•	 third-degree domestic vi-
olence-harassment

Simpson, Jamie O.; 22
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

The Cullman Tribune  
Cullman County's Oldest Business, Serving the area since 1874 Publication 

Number    USPS-139-700 
Telephone: 256-739-1351    Fax: 1-256-739-4422 

Humble	Roots,	LLC	
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$100.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$150.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

        A-1 Battery Supply 
 

             AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 
           Quality Batteries For Every Need 

             Since 1979 
            Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438 

2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055
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DeVonta Smith named 2020-21 Roy F. Kramer Male Athlete of the Year

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – For-
mer Alabama wide receiver 
and Heisman Trophy winner 
DeVonta Smith was named 
the 2020-21 Roy F. Kramer 
SEC Male Athlete of the Year 
by a vote of the league’s ath-
letics directors, SEC Com-
missioner Greg Sankey an-
nounced Wednesday.
	 Smith was joined by 
Kentucky volleyball player 
Madison Lilley as the Roy F. 
Kramer SEC Female Athlete 
of the Year.
	 “We are proud to honor 
DeVonta and Madison, who 
not only excelled in the SEC 
but were also recognized as 
the best in their sport across 
the country.
	 “They are the ultimate 
examples of what it means 
to be a student-athlete in the 
Southeastern Conference,” 
said SEC Commissioner 
Greg Sankey.
	 “DeVonta and Madison 
both were members of na-
tional championship teams 
and recipients of their sport’s 
national player of the year 
award.
	 “Each has competed at 
the highest level of collegiate 
athletics, benefitted from the 
world-class support provid-
ed by their universities and, 
through their hard work, 
dedication and commitment 
to excellence, have reached 
the pinnacle of collegiate 
athletic success. Congratula-
tions to DeVonta and Madi-
son and thank you for being 
part of the SEC!”
	 Amite, La., native, 
DeVonta Smith, led the coun-

try in receptions, receiving 
touchdowns and receiving 
yards.
	 He helped the Crimson 
Tide to a perfect 13-0 season, 
including a 52-24 College 
Football Playoff National 
Championship victory over 
Ohio State.
	 Smith was named the 
Offensive Most Outstanding 
Player of the championship 
game after setting champi-
onship game records for the 
most receptions (12) and re-
ceiving touchdowns (3) while 
accounting for 215 of the 
Crimson Tide’s 464 receiving 
yards, all of which came in 
the first half.
	 Smith was honored with 
the Heisman Trophy, the 
Maxwell Award, the AP Na-
tional Player of the Year 
award, The Sporting News 
and Walter Camp Player of 
the Year while also taking 
home the Biletnikoff Award 
and Paul Hornung Award.
	 He was also a unanimous 
first-team All-American and 
the SEC Offensive Player of 
the Year.
	 He holds the SEC and 
school career record for re-
ceiving touchdowns and re-
ceiving yards.
	 He owns four- and five-
TD games making him the 
only receiver in SEC history 
with multiple career games 
totaling 4 or more receiving 
touchdowns.
	 The SEC Athletes of the 
Year Awards were first pre-
sented in 1976 for men and 
1984 for women.
	 The award was renamed 
the Roy F. Kramer Athletes of 
the Year in 2004 to honor the 
former Commissioner who 

served the conference from 
1990-2002.
	 Smith is the fourth Ala-
bama football player to win 
the award and the first since 
Mark Ingram in 2009-10.
	 He marks the 12th Al-
abama athlete to be recog-
nized since its creation. Past 

winners include: 2011-12 
Brooke Pancake (women’s 
golf ); 2010-11 Kayla Hoff-
man (gymnastics); 2009-10 
Ingram Jr. (football); 2003-
04 Jeana Rice (gymnastics); 
2001-02 Andree’ Pickens 
(gymnastics); 1990 Dee Fos-
ter (gymnastics); 1988-89 

Derrick Thomas (football); 
1986-87 Cornelius Bennett 
(football); 1986-87 Lillie 
Leatherwood-King (track 
and field); 1984-85 Penney 
Hauschild (gymnastics); 
1978-79 Reggie King (basket-
ball).
	 Get all the latest infor-

mation on the team by fol-
lowing @AlabamaFTBL on 
Twitter and Facebook and 
AlabamaFBL on Instagram. 
General athletic news can 
also be found at UA_Athlet-
ics on Twitter and Instagram 
and AlabamaAthletics on 
Facebook.

Josh Maxson
UA Athletics

Alabama wide receiver DeVonta Smith.
MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

ASUN Conference welcomes 3 new members
ATLANTA, Ga. - The ASUN 
Conference officially wel-
comed its newest members, 
the University of Central 
Arkansas, Eastern Kentucky 
University and Jacksonville 
State University, on July 
1. UCA, EKU and JSU an-
nounced their acceptance 
of the ASUN’s membership 
invitations at a virtual press 
conference in January.
	 With the introduction 
of these three universities, 
FCS Scholarship Football 
becomes a sponsored sport 
by the ASUN Conference. 
The ASUN becomes the 15th 
NCAA Division I Conference 
to sponsor FCS Football.
	 “Today it is official! We 
welcome Central Arkansas, 
Eastern Kentucky and Jack-
sonville State as our newest 
full members, each active 
Division I institutions with 
both a tradition of success 
through all their sports and 
participants in FCS (Football 
Championship Subdivision) 
football,” Commissioner Ted 
Gumbart said.

	 “Today represents the 
start of a new era in the 
ASUN. We have moved subdi-
visions as a conference with 
the sponsorship of football. 
	 “Our goal is simple, main-
tain the upward trend of 
academic and athletic per-
formance success we have 
established in all our current 
sports and become the best 
FCS conference in the coun-
try.
	 “Bringing these three 
schools together with ASUN 
FCS members Kennesaw 
State and North Alabama give 
us a tremendous foundation 
upon which to build. 
	 “Thanks to the vision of 
the presidents - Houston 
Davis at UCA, David McFad-
din at EKU and Don Killing-
sworth at JSU - and their ath-
letics directors (Brad Teague/
UCA, Matt Roan/EKU, Greg 
Seitz/JSU), we add three top 
institutions that share the 
ASUN commitment to stu-
dent-athlete success.
	 “The ASUN’s contin-
ued execution of its growth 
plan increases the value of 
ASUN membership for each 
of our great schools. To the 

student-athletes, coaches, 
administrators, faculty, staff, 
parents, boosters, media 
and fans at these schools, we 
proudly welcome you into 
our ASUN family. Onward 
and upward!”
	 With the addition of 
Central Arkansas, Eastern 
Kentucky and Jacksonville 
State, the ASUN Confer-
ence expands its geograph-
ic footprint to seven states 
(Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Tennes-
see and Virginia) and now 
features 12 of the top-80 me-
dia markets in the nation and 
seven of the top-50.
	 The Bears, Colonels and 
Gamecocks all become mem-
bers of the ASUN Conference 
starting with the 2021-22 
season and increases the 
ASUN membership to 12 in-
stitutions.

What teams compete at 
Central Arkansas?
• Baseball
• Men’s & Women’s Basket-
ball
• Beach Volleyball
• Men’s & Women’s Cross 

Country
• Football
• Men’s & Women’s Golf
• Men’s & Women’s Soccer
• Softball
• Women’s Tennis 
• Men’s & Women’s Track & 
Field
• Volleyball

What teams compete at 
Eastern Kentucky?
• Baseball
• Men’s & Women’s Basket-

ball
• Beach Volleyball
• Men’s & Women’s Cross 
Country
• Football
• Men’s & Women’s Golf
• Women’s Soccer
• Softball
• Men’s & Women’s Track & 
Field
• Volleyball

What teams compete at 
Jacksonville State?

• Baseball
• Men’s & Women’s Basket-
ball
• Beach Volleyball
• Men’s & Women’s Cross 
Country
• Football
• Men’s & Women’s Golf
• Rifle
• Women’s Soccer
• Softball
• Men’s & Women’s Tennis 
• Women’s Track & Field
• Volleyball

UNA Athletics
roarlions.com

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – The 
Alabama men’s basketball 
team will take on Gonza-
ga next season in the Battle 
in Seattle, it was officially 
announced Wednesday. It 
will be the first meeting be-
tween the two programs and 
the first college basketball 
event at the brand-new Cli-
mate Pledge Arena, which is 
scheduled to open in October 
of 2021.
	 Gonzaga is expected to 
return the game in 2022-23 
in Birmingham. Further de-
tails of that contest will be 
revealed at a later date.
	 The Bulldogs finished the 
2020-21 season with a final 
record of 31-1 overall, falling 
in the national champion-
ship game to Baylor.

About The Battle in Seat-
tle
•	 Returns after a six-year 
hiatus

•	 The event, which debuted 
in 2003, brings the Gonzaga 
basketball program to Seattle 
to face a marquee opponent
•	 Throughout its history, 
Battle in Seattle games have 
been among the largest col-
lege basketball games in the 
state of Washington
•	 The last time Battle in Se-
attle was played came in 2015
•	 The event drew its high-
est attendance that year 
when the Zags defeated Ten-
nessee, 86-79

Ticket information
•	 Tickets go on sale to the 
general public on Friday, July 
16th
•	 Fans can purchase tickets 
by visiting climatepledgeare-
na.com
	 For all the latest informa-
tion on the team, follow Ala-
bamaMBB on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. General 
athletic news can be found @
UA_Athletics on Twitter and 
Instagram and Alabama Ath-
letics on Facebook.

Alabama and Gonzaga to meet in ‘Battle in Seattle’ next season
Aaron Jordan
UA Athletics

Alabama and Gonzaga will play Gonzaga in Seattle next season.
UA ATHLETICS
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“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
  

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

CULLMAN, Ala. – The Cull-
man City Council on Monday, 
June 28 passed a revision to 
Section 4-33 of the Cullman 
City Code of Ordinances al-
lowing alcohol to be sold and 
purchased on Sundays from 
10 a.m. until 10 p.m. This 
amendment to the ordinance 
comes just over a decade after 
the public vote first permit-
ted the sale of alcohol within 
Cullman city limits in over a 
century. 
	 “Cullman’s history with 
alcohol made quite an impact 
on the growing generations 
within,” shared Cullman 
County Museum Director 
Drew Green. “Cullman was 
originally wet. John Cull-
mann, our founder, was from 
Frankweiler, Germany where 
they are famous for wine. 
Cullman used to export wine 
and there was a cellar with 
over 3,000 kegs. There were 
more saloons than churches 
here until Prohibition came. 
Once that ended, Cullman 
did go wet again, but we nev-
er regained the vineyards 
and production. That is the 
period that a lot of people 
referred to when the vote in 
2011 came up and individ-
uals claimed they did not 
want drunks in the street. 
When men went to fight in 
World War II, the women and 
preachers got together and 
voted it dry. And we remained 
dry until 2011.”	  
	 Other changes to this or-
dinance will allow alcohol to 
be sold from 6 a.m. - 11 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, 
a change from the previous 
sale time of 8 a.m. - 11 p.m. 
For those venturing out on 
the weekends, alcohol sales 
will last from 6 a.m. - mid-
night as opposed to the previ-
ous 8 a.m. - midnight. Special 
exceptions will be made for 
the celebration of New Year’s 
Eve and New Year’s Day, in 
which it will be lawful to re-
main open and serve alcohol 
until 2 a.m. on New Year’s 
Day of any year. Though nu-
merous restaurants across 
the community have shared 
their excitement and opti-
mism about what this new 
day of sales could mean in 
revenue and foot traffic, a few 
have expressed concern over 
what this new day of sales 
may mean. When the ordi-
nance was originally crafted 
10 years ago, the disallowance 
of Sunday sales was accompa-
nied by a 60/40 percent rule. 
This means it is required that 
a restaurant with an alcohol 
license not sell more than 
40% of the total receipts in 
alcohol over the course of any 
90-day period. 
	 “A licensee shall not be al-
lowed to sell more than 40% 
of the gross receipts of all 
food vendor food sales com-
bined during any one 90-day 
period. Failure to meet the 
minimum ratio will result in 
the suspension or revocation 

of the license to sell alcohol 
on the premises.” – Section 
4-33 of the Cullman City 
Code of Ordinances.
	 According to Jenny Fol-
som, Cullman City Council 
president, this segment of 
the law was implemented to 
protect the community from 
bars and clubs popping up. 
Folsom stated, “We wrote the 
ordinances so that we do not 
have bars. We have restau-
rants that serve alcohol. The 
90-day period allows us to 
monitor and see consump-
tion.”
	 If a restaurant fails to 
meet this minimum ratio, it 
will result in the suspension 
or altogether revocation of 
the license to sell alcohol. 
While a new day of sales 
means a definite boost in 
revenue, preventing sales on 
Sundays did allow business-
es a day to sell strictly food 
which helped complete their 
percentages. 
	 City Clerk and Alcohol 
Review Committee member 
Wesley Moore said, “I am not 
aware of it (60/40 rule) be-
ing a problem right now, but 
if it does become one in the 
future, then I am sure ARC 
(Alcohol Review Committee) 
will make a recommendation 
and we can go from there.” 
	 With Sunday alcohol 
sales now in the businesses, 
what could this mean for es-
tablishments who struggle to 
meet the 60/40 minimum?
	 Stephen Gannon, 412 
Public House co-owner, 
shared that while the restau-
rant is currently closed 
on Sundays due to staffing 
shortages, once they have re-
opened there will be brunch 
cocktails available on the 
menu. “We will definitely 
have something. I think peo-
ple crave the mimosas and 
bloody marys with brunch. 
I remember making inqui-
ries about it (Sunday alcohol 
sales) just a month or two af-
ter we opened,” Gannon said. 
“Your sales do have to be 60% 
food though, and that caused 
some other places to go out 
of business early on. We have 
worked within the frame-
work of the local statues, 
and we are able to thankfully 
maintain good business from 
both food and drink.”
	 There have not been any 
revisions made to the 60/40 
rule since it was written, 
largely because it has worked 
well serving its intended pur-
pose, which was to prevent 
standalone bars or nightclubs 
from opening in the city lim-
its of Cullman, according to 
Folsom. Moore explained 
that due to the rule working 
well for so long, The Alcohol 
Review Committee currently 
has no plans to revise the sec-
ond regulation listed in Sec-
tion 4-33 of the Cullman City 
Code of Ordinances. 
	 While some have done 
well regarding the ordinance, 
Dreher’s co-owner Christine 
Chamblee stated, “While 
we are incredibly grateful 

to now have Sunday alcohol 
sales and the opportunity 
to gain an extra day that not 
only benefits the success of 
the restaurant, but the staff 
monetarily, we have a bigger 
problem that we are facing 
and that is the restraint of the 
60/40 ordinance in Cullman.”
	 Chamblee continued, 
“Our business model has 
been carried by the success 
of our bar; that is what people 
come see us for. Businesses 
like ours, in Birmingham for 
example, are wildly success-
ful with a minimal menu and 
offer a place for people to re-
lax, unwind and have a good 
time. We love offering that to 
people in Cullman without 
having to drive to other cit-
ies.”
	 Besides the smaller city 
setting, Chamblee said, “Na-
tionwide staffing issue in 
kitchens has affected us dras-
tically and with the way the 
ordinance stands now, we 
absolutely will not survive. 
We are not asking to allow 
restaurants to not offer food 
entirely, but to give us the op-
portunity to focus on what we 
do best.”
	 Chamblee said Dreyer’s, 
among along bar/restau-
rant models, are scraping 
by in the kitchen, having to 
shorten daily hours, which is 
resulting is a direct lose-in-
come employees. The lack of 
staffing is leading to minimal 
staffs being overworked. 
	 In 2020, there were $13.4 
billion spent in tourism. Ac-
cording to the 2020 Alabama 
Tourism Industry Econom-
ic Impact Report, this rep-
resents a decrease of 20% as 
compared to 2019 spending. 
Restaurant sales do contrib-
ute to those figures and those 
near interstate exits are ex-
cited about the revision of 
Sunday alcohol sales as well. 
	 Buenavista Manager Elsa 
Hernandez said, “Since we 
are close to the interstate, 
we have a lot of customers 
that do ask if we sell alcohol 
on Sundays. I think it will be 
a great idea. People that are 
not from Cullman ask, and 
the majority of the ones that 
come here want to eat here 
and if we do not have alcohol, 
they just go somewhere else. I 
think it will be great.” 
	 Folsom also shared, “We 
have a quarterly check-in and 
if it’s starting to slip and there 
are not enough food sales, 
the business will be notified, 
and we will be watching them 
more closely the next quar-
ter. We want them to succeed 
and to my recollection, there 
has only been one establish-
ment that was unable to meet 
that, and I believe they went 
out of business before we had 
to take any action.” When 
asked about the possibility of 
revising the 60/40 rule in Sec-
tion 4-33 of the Cullman City 
Code of Ordinances, Folsom 
stated, “Until we get a large 
movement for that, when we 
do, we would take a look at 
that again.”

Ordinance (from Front)
Ashlyn Grey 
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by Region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching over 
1 million readers each week! 
Run your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Alascan newspaper) or call 
1-800-264-7043 to find out 
how easy it is to advertise 
statewide!

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k 
OR MORE ON YOUR TAX-
ES? Stop wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, unfiled 

tax returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. Call 
855-887-9533 (Hours: Mon-
Fri 7am-5pm PST).

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. 
Call: 833-449-1307.

LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING: White-Glove Service 
from America’s Top Movers. 
Fully insured and bonded. 
Let us take the stress out of 

your out of state move. FREE 
QUOTES! Call: 844-513-
0651.

SAVE UP TO 80% ON 
YOUR MEDICATION. El-
iquis, Xarelto, Viagra, Cialis 
and more. Licensed and Cer-
tified. Lowest Price Guaran-
teed. Call 855-899-6256 and 
get free shipping on your first 
order. (Open M-F).

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months! Call 866-

475-1014. (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION DIABETICS! 
Save money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, cathe-
ters and more! To learn more 
call now 1-855-504-9031.

ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 844-322-9935.

AUTOMOTIVE
VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems? We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South AL 
1-251-342-8538.

FOR SALE
DIRECTV SATELLITE 
SERVICE starting at $59.99/
month! 1 Year Price Lock! 
155+ Channels available. Call 
Now to get the Most Sports 

on TV! 888-404-2087.

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades. FREE in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation. Top quality 
- Made in the USA. Call for 
free consultation: 844-809-
9165. Ask about our specials!

CULLMAN, Ala. – The Cull-
man County Animal Shelter’s 
Donna Ruttkay shares the 
Cullman Tribune Pet of the 
Week: 
	 Jojo is a 3.5-year-old Feist 
Terrier mix. He’s a lively-but-
not-hyper medium-energy 
pet who’s skilled on his leash 
and likes to hang close to his 
people.
	 He’ll even cuddle in your 
lap, if you let him. He has 
happy feet and might dance 
for you when you feed him. 
Ruttkay said that Jojo “owns 
an ear which periodically will 
defy the force of gravity!” 
	 Jojo has the makings of a 
good companion, therapy or 
hiking dog. 

	 Jojo’s adoption fee is 
$100 which includes DHLPP 
vaccine, Bordetella vaccines, 
rabies vaccine, wormer, gen-
eral exam at the vet, spaying, 
microchip, free 30-day health 
insurance policy issued by 
24PetWatch (with valid email 
only) and a free bag of food 
from Cullman Pet Depot (you 
must pay sales tax). 
	 Animal shelter staff and 
volunteers work with their 
dogs to make sure they are 
accustomed to being around 
people, walking on a leash 
and practicing good behavior.
	 Several of the shelter’s 
canine friends have even 
been “hired” to work as ther-
apy and special needs service 
dogs.   
	 Please consider adopting 
to give a rescued pet a chance 

at a happy and healthy life. 
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448 or visit them at 
935 Convent Road NE. Reach 
them by email at cullman-
countyanimalshelter@gmail.
com. 
 
Good news! 
The shelter was happy to re-
port that recent POTW Tip-
per has been adopted! Tip-
per’s sister, Toffee, who was 
about to become a POTW 
herself, was also adopted! 
Several strays have been re-
united with their families, 
and kitty adoptions are going 
strong. 
	 Thanks to the whole com-
munity for making forever 
homes a regular destination 
for our furry friends.

Jojo (from Front)
W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

500 2nd Ave. SW 
July 16th - July 23rd - 8a to 4p 

Cullman County Courthouse
One Block South of

Main Drop Location

#2 Pencils
Glue Sticks
Rulers
Index Cards
Graph Paper
1”-2” 3 Ring Binders

Crayons
Zipper Pencil Cases
Hand Sanitizer
Colored Pencils
Composition Notebooks
Pens: Red, Blue, Black

Erasers
Safety Scissors
Notebook Paper

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED

Thank You to Our Sponsors!

®

United Way of
Cullman County 

SM

• Comfort Care Hospice
• Chick-Fil-A
• Cullman Chamber of Commerce
• Cullman Power Board
• Cullman Sheriff’s Office
• Cullman Tribune
• Cullman Times

• Berkeley Bob’s
• Gateway Mortgage
• First Community Bank
• River Valley Ingredients
• Cullman Daily
• Payroll Services

Visit These Businesses to Drop Off Your Donations
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"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Obituary Announcements: July 7
James “Jimmy” 
Douglas Putman, 
75, of Hanceville
Funeral services 
for James “Jimmy” 
Douglas Putman of 
Hanceville will be 7 
p.m. Thursday, July 8, 
at Hanceville Funeral 
Home Chapel. Burial 
will be on Friday, July 
9, at the Alabama 
National Cemetery in 
Montevallo. Visitation 
will be from 5-7 p.m. 
at the funeral home 
Thursday prior to the 
service. Mr. Putman 

was born April 17, 
1946, in Nashville, 
Tennessee and died at 
the age of 75 on July 
7 in Birmingham. He 
entered the United 
States Marines 
in April 1966 and 
served his country 
as Sergeant for three 
years before being 
honorably discharged.

Mary Jane 
Ainsworth, 72, 
of Vinemont
Funeral Service for 
Mary Jane Ainsworth, 

age 72, of Vinemont, 
will be at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday, July 10, at 
Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home 
with Steve Brown 
officiating. Visitation 
will be from 11 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. prior to the 
service.  Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mrs. 
Ainsworth passed 
away Sunday, July 4, at 
Hospice Family Care. 
She was born Aug. 
8, 1948, in Wyoming 

to John and Evelyn 
Eberhard. She was 
preceded in death 
by her father and 
sister: Betty Yelich. 
Survivors include 
her husband: Ray 
Ainsworth; daughter: 
Teresa Cottrell; sons: 
David (Kerrie) Jones 
and Robert (Daniyela) 
Crone; stepdaughter: 
Gina Marie Moody; 
stepson: Christopher 
(Amanda) Ainsworth; 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Amanda (David) Black, 
Christopher (Aubre) 

Cottrell, Daniel 
Jones, Jordan Jones, 
Joshua Moody, Jessica 
(David) Bowdoin, CJ 
Ainsworth, Samantha 
Ainsworth and Cody 
Ainsworth; 10 great-
g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 
mother: Evelyn 
Eberhard; brother: 
John “Jack” (Liz) 
Eberhard and a host 
of nieces, nephews, 
family and friends.

James Lee 
Brown, Jr., 77, 
of Blountsville

James Lee Brown, Jr., 
age 77, of Blountsville, 
passed away on 
Sunday, July 4, at 
Cullman Regional. 
He was born Sept. 20, 
1943, to James Lee 
and Ophelia Brown. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents 
and son: Garrett Wall. 
Survivors include his 
wife: Carolyn Brown; 
son: David (Sheila) 
Wall; brother-in-
law: Terry Wigginton 
and grandson: 
Michael Young.

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS
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WAS $36,470

NOW $29,995*
OR $32,995 WITH 0% FOR 72 MONTHS

NEW 2021 GMC NEW 2021 GMC 
TERRAINTERRAIN

FWD SLT

WAS $46,230

NOW $37,962*
OR $41,995 WITH 0% FOR 72 MONTHS

!!LOADED!!

NEW 2021 NEW 2021 
GMC ACADIAGMC ACADIA

FWD SLT

2020 GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR

STK#18354

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472
© 2021 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

STK#18428

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828

THE NEW MICHELIN®
CROSSCLIMATE 2® 

BUY IT NOW. THANK IT LATER.

For as long as the 
newspaper indus-
try has existed, is-
sues have included 

arrest reports and incidents 
reported in the given area by 
the county sheriff and city 
police departments. To this 
day, it is a practice which has 
not changed.
	 Well, maybe there has 
been one change…online 
news. Now, while a person’s 
name used to only appear in 
print for a day, those reports 
will be archived online forev-
er.
	 While most publishers do 
not like printing names and 
arrest offenses, it’s one of the 
few elements of checks and 
balances a newspaper uses to 
track trends. 
	 By following a month’s 
worth of arrests and inci-
dents, you’ll notice patterns 
emerging, such as car thefts, 
burglaries, home invasions, 
gas station runoffs, elevated 
levels of domestic violence 
and a slew of others. These 
patterns tip off reporters 
and begins the news process 
which will alert the public, or 
to at least make known what 
is happening in the area.
	 However, many people 
are first time offenders/ar-
restees and are caught up in 
the mix of names. As it states 

in our reports, a person is not 
guilty of a crime just because 
of an arrest. The paper is not 
condemning any person by 
listing the names nor is it a 
sign of guilt.
	 Most may not realize 
that arrest reports are not 
only sent to news outlets by 
law enforcement but also to 
social services, the housing 
authority and many others 
requesting the public infor-
mation. 
	 Arrest records are not 
something most newspapers 
and publishers are excited to 
publish, but it’s a community 
service which police depart-
ments and sheriff offices de-
pend on in order to properly 
distribute the information. 
	 The Cullman Tribune has 
always had a standing policy 
that if a person is acquitted, 
found not guilty or has the 
charges dropped in full that 
we will update the records or 
if needed, will publish a story 
regarding new developments.
	 However, we do not re-
move names from the reports 
unless it is requested by the 
sheriff or police chief with an 
explanation of the removal 
of the name, which in most 
cases, has to do with a person 
becoming an informant. This 
is not to punish people, but to 
keep fabric of integrity with 
consistent news reporting 
intact as those were the given 
facts when it was reported. 

	 I know many will disagree 
with this editorial but that’s 
OK, because I hate typing 
arrest and incident reports 
each day. 

	 I’ve had to type my dad’s 
arrest records, along with 
cousins, uncles and others 
associated with my family. 
Do they call and ask for me 

to remove their name in the 
paper? No. Why? Because 
they know the standards we 
uphold. 
	 It’s a hard pill to swallow, 

but The Cullman Tribune re-
ports the news, including ar-
rests and incidents, and will 
continue to do so as long as 
the printing press is running.

Records (from Front)
Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com


