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– PET OF THE WEEK –

Make 
friends 

with Judy!
Judy

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

CULLMAN, Ala. – The Cull-
man City Council on Monday 
evening approved multiple 
measures on behalf of the 
city’s Maintenance Depart-
ment, as well as property an-
nexations.

City Maintenance Depart-
ment contracts awarded/
extended 

The council approved reso-
lutions to: 
• Award a bid for vari-
ous types of rock to Blount 
Springs Materials Co. Inc. for 
$849,700 or $1,233,530 deliv-

ered. Vulcan Materials Com-
pany Inc. of Birmingham 
submitted bids of $1,208,860 
and $1,678,260. C.A. Langford 
Company Inc. of Guntersville 
was invited but did not sub-
mit a bid.

• Award a bid for Super 
Duty Trucks to Schultz Mo-
tors Inc. for $48,000 per 
truck

• Extend an existing bid for 
concrete finishing with Ortiz 
Concrete through June 22, 
2022

• Extend an existing bid for 
plumbing services with Du-
laney Plumbing Inc. through 
June 8, 2022

• Extend an existing bid for 
electrical services with K & M 
Electrical Contractors LLC 
through June 8, 2022
 
The council also approved a 
resolution to provide an in-
terpretation for the building 
code term “structures” in the 
Code of Ordinances, since the 
existing definition was con-
sidered vague.  The approved 
definition includes “tangible 
property such as, but not lim-
ited to, retaining walls, fenc-
es, patios, pergolas and large 
outdoor fireplaces, excluding 
portable firepits.”
 
Annexations 
The council suspended it 
regular rules of 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com
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Former Cullman, 

Hanceville standout 
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camp in Colony
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TAMPA, Fla. – The U.S. In-
stitute Against Human Traf-
ficking in its July 2021 news-
letter proclaimed, “Alabama 
O�cials Leading The Way In 
Combatting Sex Tra�cking,” 
and commended the state’s 
Child Tra�cking Solutions 
Project and its “Tra�cking-
Free Zone” program. 
 The article read, in part, 

“USIAHT has made tremen-
dous inroads in the state of 
Alabama with the Tra�ck-
ingFree Zone program.
 “Our strategic partner-
ship with the Child Tra�ck-
ing Solutions Project, a state-
wide coalition of anti-human 
tra�cking organizations, 
local, state and federal law 
enforcement, government 
agencies, NGOs, child pro-
tective services and survivor 
care providers have expand-

ed TFZ programs throughout 
the state. 
 “The success of the TFZ 
program led elected leaders 
in Alabama to enact public 
policies during the recently 
concluded state legislative 
session that will positively 
impact the lives of survivors 
of sex tra�cking, crackdown 
on sex buyers and better 
identify victims of tra�ck-
ing.” 
 USIAHT noted the state 

Legislature’s 2021 passage of 
Senate Bill 117, now Act 2021-
286 following Gov. Kay Ivey’s 
signature, which allows vic-
tims of human tra�cking to 
expunge criminal records for 
o�ences charged as a result of 
their being tra�cked. 
 Such o�enses often in-
clude prostitution, child por-
nography and drug charges. 
 The act also removes the 
administrative fees associ-
ated with filing for such ex-

pungement.
 The Democratic Par-
ty-sponsored bill drew Yea 
votes from Sen. Garlan 
Gudger, Rep. Corey Harbi-
son and Rep. Randall Shedd; 
Rep. Scott Stadhagen voted 
against the bill. 
 The article also pointed 
out 2021 House Bill 130, now 
Act 2021-267, which allows 
judges to deny bail to individ-
uals charged with 1st degree 
human tra�cking, 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com
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ENTERTAINMENT

Crowds turn out for 
‘2nd Fridays’ event 
despite weather threat

Crowds fill the streets in downtown Cullman 
Friday night to celebrate 2nd Fridays.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

– BONUS PET OF THE WEEK –

Take this 
Bentley 

for a spin! Bentley
CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

FALKVILLE Ala. – Ala-
bama certainly has its fair 
share of urban legends and 
strange occurrences. Re-
cently, on an adventure 
through the backroads of 
Cullman and Morgan coun-
ties, I heard mention of 
the “Falkville Metal Man.” 
Though I had never heard 
of him, I was definitely in-
trigued. Who or what is this 
local legend? 
 On an October night in 
1973, the young Falkville 
Chief of Police, Je� Green-
haw, was likely hoping for a 
quiet evening at home after 
a long day of work. Instead, 
he would receive a call that 
would change his life forev-
er – an anonymous call to 

dispatch from a frantic call-
er about a UFO in a field just 
outside of town. 
 Greenhaw, who rarely 
gives interviews about that 
night, sat down for an inter-
view with Red Water Film-
works less than a year ago 
to discuss what he saw that 
night. He said, “I was hired 
in January of 1973 and this 
all came down October 17, 
1973.” He would resign from 
his position in the weeks af-
ter. 
 What did he see? His first 
thought was that he was sim-
ply dealing with “an idiot.” 
He explained, “After that, 
things were just so strange. 
This wasn’t real. It wasn’t 
really happening, but it was 
happening to me. Why me?”
 He was looking at a fig-
ure, slightly taller than 6 

feet, wearing a reflective 
material that Greenhaw de-
scribed, saying, “My initial 
thoughts were maybe alu-
minum foil but there were 
no pieces around there af-
ter it was all over. I don’t 
know what to believe at that 
point.” He described the suit 
in his report from that eve-
ning saying, “It looked like 
his head and neck were kind 
of made together. He was 
real bright, something like 
rubbing mercury on nickel, 
but just as smooth as glass. 
Di�erent angles give di�er-
ent lighting.” 
 The movement of the 
figure was not human-like 
according to Greenhaw. 
“Whenever I think about it, 
when I was a child, I used 
to watch the movie ‘Lost in 
Space.’ The robot 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

–URBAN LEGENDS -

Do you 
believe in 
the Metal 

Man?

1973 sighting 

perplexes Falkville 

Chief of Police
PINTEREST
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HANCEVILLE Ala. – In-
dustries and businesses in 
Hanceville will host a job fair 
Friday, July 23 from 10 a.m – 
2 p.m. at the Hanceville Civic 
Center. Hanceville Mayor 
Kenneth Nail announced 
at the city council meeting 
Thursday night that the city 

will help sponsor the event. 
 Nail said, “Birmingham 
Fasteners came to us yester-
day and they need some peo-
ple to work.
 “I know that Hanceville 
Nursing and Rehab needs 
people to work so most of our 
larger companies in Hancev-
ille need people to work.” 
 Although there have been 
recent job fairs in Cullman 

over the past several months, 
the Hanceville industries of-
ten get “knocked out” by the 
larger industries.
 Nail said, “This is a job 
fair just for Hanceville--for 
Hanceville industries and 
Hanceville businesses.” 
 In other business, the 
Hanceville City Council vot-
ed to vacate easements be-
tween lots 11 and 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com
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HEALTH
Cullman Regional 
welcomes 
Internal Medicine 
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Studdard, M.D., 
to Medical Group Caroline 

Studdard, M.D.

CULLMAN REGIONAL

» PAGE 2

HANCEVILLE, Ala. – A 
new Little Free Public Li-
brary has opened in Hancev-
ille, behind Hanceville 
Public Library, thanks to 
the Friends of the Public 
Library. These Little Free 
Public Libraries operate on 
an honor system and allow 
anyone access to free litera-
ture. The front of the box is 
labeled “Take a Book. Share 
a Book.” and lists the Little 
Free Library web address.
 Those in attendance 
were Hanceville Mayor 
Kenneth Nail, Director of 
the Cullman County Public 
Library Sharon Townsend, 
Hanceville Head Librari-
an Shirley Burden, several 
members of The Friends of 

the Public Library and Li-
brary Board and many oth-
ers. 
 “The accessibility of lit-
erature to people of all ages 
is incredibly important and 
the Little Free Public Li-
brary’s purpose is to provide 
that,” Director Townsend 
explained, “While there 
are several across Cullman 
County, when a Little Free 
Public Library is registered, 
it shows up on a map online 
at littlefreelibrary.org and 
can be visited by anyone.” 
 After the ribbon was cut 
and the Little Free Public 
Library was o�cially open, 
Mayor Nail shared a state-
ment with all in attendance 
as things wrapped up.
 “I think sometimes, and 
we don’t mean to, but I think 
sometimes we forget about 

the library. Every depart-
ment is so important. It is a 
spoke in this wheel. Every 
department.” 
 He further explained, 
“Well maybe the police are 
important? Yeah, they are. 
Well maybe the fire depart-
ment is important? Yeah, 
they are.
 “Why is the library im-
portant? If we can get that 
child’s attention early on 
when they are 6 or 7, and get 
them interested in reading 
books, I believe that they 
start developing ideas at a 
younger age about what they 
want to do with life.
 “Everybody plays an im-
portant part. The libraries 
play an important part. Just 
as important as everybody 
else. – I appreciate our li-
braries so much.”

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

– EDUCATION –

Little Free Public Library 
ribbon cutting in Hanceville

ASHLYN GREY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Little Free Public Library encourages everyone to “Take a Book. Share a Book.”
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DEBT-FREE
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. – Wal-
lace State Community Col-
lege students Sara Eskew and 
Zach Hudson each earned 
gold medals recently in the 
2021 SkillsUSA National 
Leadership and Skills Con-
ference competition.  

 Eskew and Hudson, both 
recent graduates, won gold 
in the Mobile Robotic Tech-
nology category, joining elite 
Wallace State company. Sev-
en Wallace State students 
have won a national gold 
medal since 2003.  
 “Winning gold is a huge 
achievement, especially with 
me being 50 years old and 

challenging myself to learn 
new things,” said Eskew, of 
Hanceville. “SkillsUSA is 
like nothing I had ever done 
before. I’ve learned so much 
about engineering and pro-
gramming and much more 
about myself and my capabil-
ities. There were a lot of long 
hours involved, but I enjoyed 
every minute.” 

Russell Moore
WSCC

EDUCATION
Wallace State’s Sara Eskew, Zach Hudson 
win SkillsUSA National gold medals in Mobile 
Robotic Technology; CSI team wins silver
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– PET OF THE WEEK –Make a summertime friend with Jojo!

Jojo CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER» PAGE 6

CULLMAN, Ala. – Cullman Area Technology Academy graduating construction stu-dent Dakota McDaniel, from Fairview High School, has re-ceived a $2,500 scholarship from SkillsUSA and Fine Homebuilding Magazine’s Keep Craft Alive program. McDaniel will enroll in the Wallace State Community College’s Building Construc-tion program this fall. CATA Carpentry teacher Mike Burkett said that he is “So very proud of this young man and the obstacles he has overcome to get to this point.  “A great student and hard worker who whole-heartedly supported our CATA Car-pentry program for the past three years, won several Dis-

trict SkillsUSA competitions and who exemplifies all the goals and values we try to teach students at CATA.” According to skillsusa.org, “Fine Homebuilding will be awarding scholarships to SkillsUSA high school or col-lege/postsecondary students continuing their education or certification programs in construction-related fields such as architectural draft-ing, carpentry, cabinetmak-ing, electrical and residential wiring, HVACR, masonry, woodworking and plumbing. “In the spirit of the #KeepCraftAlive movement, applicants should celebrate the value and meaning of true craftsmanship in their trades and plan to continue their educations in commu-nity colleges, undergraduate programs or industry certifi-

cation curricula. “Selections will be based on completion of an applica-tion, along with a 300-word essay showing applicants’ passion for their craft and a letter of support from a teacher, administrator, Skill-sUSA adviser or educational/professional mentor.” SkillsUSA is a national partnership of over 360,000 students, teachers and in-dustry representatives working together to ensure America has a skilled work-force. This nonprofit, individ-ual member organization serves middle school, high school and college/post-secondary students who are preparing for careers in technical, skilled and ser-vice occupations, including health occupations.

W.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.com

– EDUCATION –CATA student earns Wallace State scholarship

MIKE BURKETTDakota McDaniel with one of his SkillsUSA gold medal projects. 
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CULLMAN, Ala. – Good Samaritan Health Clinic has announced the 6th annual Caring for Cullman Concert featuring the award-winning Triumphant Quartet and Christian comedian/author Mickey Bell on Monday, Oct. 

18, at 6 p.m. at Northbrook Baptist Church, 3691 State Road 157 in Cullman. Good Samaritan Executive Direc-tor Jolanda Hutson plans to celebrate the clinic’s new mental health services sup-ported by the Stephen K. Gri�th Memorial Fund. “We started o�ering these services to our patients back 

in July 2020 and basically, if an individual qualifies for our clinic, then they have ac-cess to all the services that we provide,” said Hutson. “Now, we’re able to add our list of services onto that, mental health counseling.” Good Samaritan has al-ready referred over 30 pa-tients for counseling at Ha-

ven Counseling Services in South Vinemont. Licensed counselor Man-dy Wilhite, who operates Ha-ven Counseling Services, said in October 2020, “Through tragedy, we have made nu-merous touches throughout our community, touches that would not be possible with-out the support of the Good 

Samaritan Clinic and the Stephen K. Gri�th Memorial Fund. “Programs such as this are what makes Cullman among some of the most blessed places just to live.  “We are currently in a so-ciety where mental health as-sistance is often overlooked, not accepted, un-

W.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.com
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SkillsUSA gold medal in Mobile Robotic Technology.

WSCC

EDUCATION

Second Opportunity option 
at Wallace State Community 
College gives student a 
chance to apply to health 
science program » PAGE 3ANCESTRY.COM

Arrests and Incidents
» PAGE 3

Community Calendar
» PAGE 3

Games
» PAGE 7

CHANCE OF THUNDERSTORMS

WEATHER

85 68
SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV

SIZZLING SUMMER SAVINGS ONLY AT BILL SMITH!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

© 2021 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

WAS $46,230

NOW
$37,962* 

OR $41,995 WITH 0% FOR 72 MONTHS
STK#18428

NEW 2021 GMC ACADIANEW 2021 GMC ACADIA
FWD SLTFWD SLT

2020 GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR

!!LOADED!!

» PAGE 6

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

The Hanceville City Council met Thursday evening.
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– LOCAL GOVERNMENT –

Cullman City Council awards 
and extends maintenance 

contracts, annexes properties

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Cullman City Council met Monday evening.
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Monday, July 
12, COVID-19 
update from 
the Alabama 

Department of Public 
Health’s COVID-19 Dash-
board Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospi-
talizations and deaths, 
ADPH will be updating its 
dashboard less frequently. 
Effective June 7, the Data 
and Surveillance Dash-
board will update Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday; the 
Vaccine Distribution Dash-
board will update Tuesday 
and Thursday and no week-
end updates will be made. 
Additional information 

may be provided in the fu-
ture as ADPH gathers more 
data on the pandemic.

Case details  (Updated 
Mon, Wed, Fri)
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in AL: 426,976 (+ 792 since 
Friday) 
•	 Probable cases in AL: 
128,239 (+ 352 since Friday)   
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in AL: 9,094 (+ 3 since Fri-
day)             
•	 Probable deaths in AL: 
2,308
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co.: 6,849 (+ 15 
since Friday)
•	 Probable cases in Cull-
man Co.: 3,213 (+ 3 since 
Friday) 
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Cullman Co.: 141
•	 Probable deaths in Cull-

man Co.: 62
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co.: 43,765
•	 Total tested in the last 14 
days in Cullman Co: 1,505
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Cullman Co.: 50
•	 Total tested in Alabama: 
2,702,559
•	 Cases in the last 14 days 
in Alabama: 3,600
•	 Total tested in the last 
14 days in Alabama: 73,934
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 251
Vaccine details (updated 
Tues, Thurs)
•	 Doses Delivered to Ala-
bama: 4,667,655
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 3,171,285
•	 Doses administered: 
3,289,782
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 

1,860,951
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine se-
ries: 1,539,494
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral programs: 1,496,370
Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c ov i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s et s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

COVID-19 infection rates 
increase in Alabama
The best way to prevent 
getting the highly infec-
tious and easily transmis-

sible Delta variant or any 
other strain of COVID-19 is 
to get vaccinated as quickly 
as possible. The vaccines 
we have are highly effec-
tive and their benefits far 
outweigh any risks. Only 
a very small percentage of 
deaths due to COVID-19 
are among the fully vacci-
nated population. Based 
on recent conversations 
with hospitals, the Alabama 
Hospital Association re-
ports that more than 90% 
of hospitalized COVID-19 
patients in the state are un-
vaccinated.

Percent positivity esca-
lates
Alabama’s percent positiv-
ity for COVID-19 has in-
creased to its highest point 
since mid-May: 4.8%. This 

is equal to the percent pos-
itivity recorded April 3, 
when vaccines had not been 
readily available.

Make vaccination a pri-
ority
This July 5, 2,708 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine were 
administered in the state. 
At the height of vaccine 
administration on April 8, 
45,128 vaccine doses were 
given. Young people and 
others who are taking a 
wait-and-see stance on vac-
cination should be aware 
that they need to protect 
themselves, their families, 
friends and communities 
by getting vaccinated as 
soon as they can. Safe, ef-
fective and free vaccines 
shields vulnerable people 
and saves lives.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

MAKE EXTRA INCOME
NEWSPAPER LABELING & DRIVER : THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

MUST HAVE OWN VEHICLE,
LICENSE, & INSURANCE

CALL 256-739-1351 OR
EMAIL  NEWS@CULLMANTRIBUNE.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported July 12
CULLMAN, Ala. – Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported July 12, 2021. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
July 8
•	 domestic violence; men-
acing-kidnapping; Hwy. 31 N
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
CR 1237
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
278 W
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 1237
•	 domestic violence; CR 831
•	 assault; CR 437
•	 domestic violence; Short 
Rd.
•	 domestic violence; Wes-
ley Ave. N
•	 assault; College Dr. NE
•	 harassment; CR 702
•	 violation of protection or-
der; 2nd Ave. SE
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs; unlawful 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia; Sportsman Lake Rd.
•	 harassment; 1st Ave. SW, 
Garden City

July 9
•	 domestic violence; CR 
447
•	 reckless endangerment; 
CR 1082
•	 harassment; CR 954
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
278 W
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 1371
•	 burglary; CR 674
•	 menacing; 2nd Ave. SE
•	 domestic violence; Main 
St. Hanceville
•	 domestic violence; Hwy. 
278 E
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs; unlawful 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia; CR 601
•	 theft of property; tres-
passing; CR 340
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana; 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia; CR 1321
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1117

July 10
•	 assault; 4th St. SW, Gar-
den City
•	 domestic violence; CR 
222
•	 assault; CR 1422
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; Chero-
kee Ave. SW
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 22

July 11
•	 criminal mischief; CR 314
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana; 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia; Hwy. 278 W
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; CR 831

•	 domestic violence; crimi-
nal mischief; CR 1518
•	 theft of property; CR 747
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 31
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; CR 831
•	 domestic violence; CR 
747

ARRESTS
July 8
Adams, Theresa Scott; 51
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Bearden, Ronald Keith; 49
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Blevins, Timothy Ray; 40
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Browning, Andy Louis; 29
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 open container in vehicle 

Burns, Pamela K.; 62
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Evans, Karlaton Shelton; 36
•	 Probation Revoked- bur-
glary/residence-force
•	 Probation Revoked- un-
lawful breaking entering mo-
tor vehicle (5 counts)
•	 Probation Revoked- forg-
ery-counterfeiting
•	 Probation Revoked- lar-
ceny/second-degree theft of 
property $1,500 to $2,500
•	 Probation Revoked- ille-
gal possession of credit card

Foster, Katelyn Brianne; 24
•	 criminal trespass

Jones, Mechelle Leann; 26
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs
•	 open container in vehicle

Jones, Patrick Eric; 34
•	 Probation Violation- pos-
session of dangerous drugs

Lands, Brandon Dewayne; 
30
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Ledford, Lewis Pride; 52
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

Stanford, Billie Yeanette; 44
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

Wilbanks, Jeremy De-
wayne; 35
•	 assault-domestic-menac-
ing-knife
•	 kidnapping-unlawful re-
straint

Witt, Dylan Dakota; 25
•	 FTA- larceny/theft-theft 
from residence $500 less 
than $1,500

July 9
Burgess, Christophe Eu-
gene; 46
•	 Negotiating worthless in-
strument (3 counts)

Callio, Monique Jacklyn; 44
•	 family offense-causing of 
delinquency, dependency or 
need of supervision

Cruce, Caleb Ethan; 18
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Gurganious, Sarah Beth; 24
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Hall, Whitney Nicole; 34
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Kinney, Charles Rachon; 57
•	 forgery-checks

McDonald, Joshua Blake; 
30
•	 Probation Violation- 
criminal mischief-1st degree

Murray Jr., Haywood Law-
rence; 36
•	 stolen vehicles-auto theft

Pace, Kenneth Dale; 35
•	 Probation Violation- sto-
len vehicles-auto theft

Pilgrim, Rex Earl; 65
•	 assault-harassment
•	 first-degree sexual abuse

Rye, Bart Anthony; 48
•	 public intoxication

Schafer, Cristina Lynn; 43
•	 possession of amphet-
amine
•	 possession of heroin
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana
•	 FTA- sell/distribution of 
dangerous drugs (2 counts)

July 10
Evan, David Eric; 41
•	 Probation Violation- 
burglary-residence-force (5 
counts)
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended
•	 FTA- improper lights
•	 FTA- leaving scene of an 
accident

Freeman, Abigail Brianna; 
24
•	 possession of heroin
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 
•	 possession of opium or 
derivative 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Scott, Terry Gene; 59
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Thomas, Merlin Eugene; 39
•	 FTA- open container in 
vehicle
•	 buying/receiving stolen 
property less than $500
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended (6 counts)
•	 FTA- failure/refusal to 
display insurance
•	 FTA- operating vehicle 
without insurance (2 counts)
•	 FTA- switched tag (2 
counts)

July 11
Brizendine, Christopher 
Neal; 46
•	 FTA- identity theft
•	 FTA- larceny/theft-theft 
from public building $500 
less than $1,500
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended

Murphey, Heather Lee; 30
•	 permitting dogs to run at 

large

Oliver, Daniel Michael 
Wayne; 34
•	 public intoxication

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
July 6
•	 harassment; person
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Belk; Cullman 
Shopping Center NW; mis-
cellaneous

July 9
•	 harassment; person; 2nd 
Ave. SW
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Olive St. 
SW; air conditioners; $80
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; person; 
3rd St. SW; gun, wallet and 
contents

July 10
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Olive 
St. SW; general merchandise; 
$81

July 11
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass; Cullman Housing 
Authority; White Cir. SW
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; The Foundry; 2nd 
Ave. SW; miscellaneous; $10
•	 duty upon striking unat-
tended vehicle; person; Rose-
mont Ave. NW; damage to ’03 
Ford Mustang; $1,500
•	 duty upon striking unat-
tended vehicle; person; Hwy. 
157; damage to ’98 Ford Mus-
tang; $500

July 12
•	 third-degree domestic vi-
olence-harassment; Ash Ave. 
NE

ARRESTS
July 9
Oden, Cary J.; 26
•	 first-degree receiving sto-
len property
•	 possession/receiving of 
controlled substance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Still, Bonnie L.; 52
•	 FTA- illegal possession of 
prescription drugs
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Schaffer, Cristina L.; 43
•	 p o s s e s s i o n / r e c e i v i n g 
controlled substance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Anderson, Anthony L.; 33
•	 p o s s e s s i o n / r e c e i v i n g 
controlled substance
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs

Surrett, Jason O.; 36
•	 first-degree receiving sto-
len property
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Caretti, Jason P.; 46
•	 public intoxication

Marsh, Stacie L.; 34
•	 p o s s e s s i o n / r e c e i v i n g 
controlled substance 

July 10
Houston, Kristy L.; 31
•	 fourth-degree theft of 

property
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass

Hooper, Robert D.; 39
•	 FTA- violation of nui-
sance order
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property
•	 FTA- animals running at 
large
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended (3 counts)
•	 FTA- running red light
•	 FTA- improper tires
•	 FTA- expired tag
•	 FTA-insurance violation
•	 FTA- leaving scene of ac-
cident

Oden, Cary, J.; 26
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Lowery Jr., Douglas E.; 26
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle
•	 p o s s e s s i o n / r e c e i v i n g 
controlled substance

Waid, Larry A.; 35
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 public intoxication

Thomas, Merlin E.; 39
•	 FTA- attempt to elude po-
lice officer
•	 FTA- DUI
•	 FTA- failure to register 

vehicle (4 counts)
•	 FTA- driving while re-
voked (2 counts)
•	 FTA- running stop sign
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA- driving without li-
cense

Swann, Alice G.; 49
•	 FTA- expired tag

July 11
Bachelor, John D.; 23
•	 DUI

Cofield, Tristian D.; 23
•	 p o s s e s s i o n / r e c e i v i n g 
controlled substance
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property

Waid, Larry A.; 35
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Stewart, Zakary B.; 21
•	 DUI

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe 
at East Side Baptist 
Church, 1111 Third St. SE 
in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/
face covering.

Baileyton Bargain 
Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station 
next to the town’s park
• Beauty and health 
products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food 
and many everyday 
items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items 
of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation. 
There will be some re-
strictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome) 
Monday and Thursday 
nights from 7-8 p.m. 
at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace 
Episcopal Church, 305 
Arnold St. NE Cullman. 
Contact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-
2209 or 256-708-1340

Church Services- Spir-
it Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to 
receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Classes- Wednesdays 
at 7 p.m. Children and 
youth classes. Adult 
class, “The Phases of 
Armageddon” by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Small group 
classes for adults, chil-
dren and youth at 10 a.m. 
Praise and worship and 
message at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m. – noon, 
Tuesdays 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fri-
days 11 a.m. – noon Cull-
man Housing Authority 
Community Center 1545 
Vine Circle S.W. Please 
call Kristie 256-636-
5362 for more informa-
tion. Eat in or take out. 
Sponsored by Kids Lov-
ing Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry, and Spirit Life 
Church. 
• Sundays-9 a.m. Van 
runs in 5 Points Area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Small group 
classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10 
a.m. Praise and Worship 
and message at 11 a.m. 

VBS Vacation Bible 
School 
July 12 - 16 (Monday-Fri-
day) 6 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 
Infants through age 12. 
Nursery provided. Free 
food and fun. Everyone 
invited. 

No Talent Talent Show 
July 31st - Saturday 7 
p.m. No admission fees! 
Donations accepted.  
Free meal at 6 p.m. Ev-
eryone welcome! Fun 
and entertaining! Come 
see impersonations of 
some of your favorite 
singers. We hope “Elvis” 
will be there!

Free Community Din-
ner at Center Hill Bap-
tist Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 

Wednesday of every 
month we will be offer-
ing a Free Community 
Dinner. Church mem-
bers, community mem-
bers, neighbors and 
friends are welcome. 
This will be takeout only. 
Please message or com-
ment with how many 
plates you will need to 
help us prepare enough 
food for everyone. RSVP 
at http://bit.ly/center-
hill. 
• 13108 County Road 747, 
Hanceville, AL 35077

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere 
ID. Entrega en su vehí-
culo. Por favor use mas-
carilla.

Festhalle Farmers 
Market
• 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Open 
every Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday from April 
– October
• Stop by to shop the 
freshest produce from 
Cullman-based farms.
• For more information, 
call 256-590-5009 or 
send an email to mgrave-
m a n @ c u l l m a n r e c r e -
ation.org 

Guy Hunt Library 
Summer Children’s 
Programs
• July 15 – McWane Sci-
ence Center
• July 22 – Soil and Wa-
ter, Animal Tracks
• All programs start at 1 
p.m. For more informa-
tion, send an email to 
guyhuntlibrary@gmail.
com or call 256-796-
5226.

Agriplex Children’s 
Summer/Fall Camp 
Programs
• Aug. 20 - 10 a.m., Little 
Farmers Farmer’s Mar-
ket: Run your pretend 
farm stand and then use 
tokens to shop with a lo-
cal farmer.
• Aug. 26 - 9 a.m., Heri-
tage Homeschool Solar 
Power: Celebrate the 
new solar panels pro-
ducing electricity at the 
Agriplex with hands-on 
activities powered by the 
sun.
• Sept. 4 - 9 a.m., Farm 
Kids Club County Fair 
Crafts: Create handi-
crafts that can be entered 
in the Cullman County 
Fair and win prizes!
• Sept. 10 - 10 a.m., Little 
Farmers “The Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar”: Explore 
the miracle of the but-
terfly life cycle through 
the beloved Eric Carle 
classic.
• Sept. 30 - 9 a.m., Her-
itage Homeschool Har-
vest & Seed Saving: Har-
vest the falls bounty at 
the Agriplex and save 
seeds for your very own 
collection. We will pick, 
taste and learn how to 
preserve the harvest.
• Oct. 2 - 9 a.m., Farm 
Kids Club Pumpkin 
Patch: Pick a pumpkin 
out of our patch and join 
us for some fall-themed 
fun! We will play games, 
have snacks and carve a 
pumpkin.
• Saturdays, beginning at 
9 a.m. at Festhalle Farm-
ers Market, Power of 
Produce: Kids up to age 
12 can sample fresh pro-
duce while earning mar-
ket money (pop bucks) 
to buy produce from lo-
cal farmers.

Agriplex Adult Pro-
grams
• July 20 - 6 p.m., Living 
Landscapes Permacul-
ture - Creating Edible 
Ecosystems: Using per-
maculture principles 
helps minimize work in 
the garden while max-
imizing harvests. In-
structor Dianne Lollar 
will be teaching about 
how applying permacul-
ture principles can work 
for you.

• July 21 - noon, Lunch & 
Learn presents Tomato 
Time: Cooking & Pre-
serving Fresh Tomatoes. 
This is a free program, 
light lunch provided. 
Please call us at 256-
297-1044 to reserve your 
spot.
• Aug. 10 - 6 p.m., Her-
itage Skills Beginning 
Brewers Class: The 
Cullman Brewers Guild 
will explain the process 
of brewing and demon-
strate how to make 
homemade beer. See 
equipment and learn the 
science of brewing your 
own beer.
• Aug. 16 - 6 p.m., Learn 
to Sew Christmas in Au-
gust: Get an early start 
on Christmas decorating 
and join us for felt orna-
ment making for the tree 
using sequins and deco-
rative thread.
• Aug. 18 - noon, Lunch & 
Learn presents Planting 
& Growing Fall Veggies. 
This is a free program, 
light lunch provided. 
Please call us at 256-
297-1044 to reserve your 
spot.
• Aug. 31 - 6 p.m., Liv-
ing Landscapes Grow-
ing Berries & Grapes: 
Retired Auburn Exper-
iment Station Direc-
tor Arnold Caylor will 
be back at the Agriplex 
sharing his vast knowl-
edge on growing berries 
and muscadines best 
suited for our region.
• Sept. 9 - 6 p.m., Cow-
boy Cooking - Cooking 
with a Dutch Oven: Local 
ranchers Greg and Emi-
ly Anderson from Sulli-
van Creek Ranch will be 
demonstrating how to 
cook over an open fire.
• Sept. 13 - 6 p.m., Learn 
to Sew Projects for the 
Kitchen: This will be a 
fun class making things 
to use in your kitchen.
• Sept. 14 - 6 p.m., Heri-
tage Skills Raising Pigs: 
Learn the basics of rais-
ing pigs for your family.
• Thursdays: noon – 1 
p.m., Yoga under the Pa-
vilion, Join us for a be-
ginner yoga class in the 
serenity of nature. $5 per 
person, summer family 
special of $10 per fami-
ly. Ages 10 & up, must be 
able to follow along with 
class. No registration re-
quired. Please bring your 
yoga mat & water.

Country Legends Re-
discovered Exhibition 
• Evelyn Burrow Mu-
seum at Wallace State 
Community College.
• Through Aug. 31. 
Tuesday-Friday: 9 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m.

Center Hill Baptist 
Church VBS
July 12-16 – From 6 p.m. 
– 8:30 p.m. at Center 
Hill Baptist Church in 
Hanceville (13108 Co 
Rd 747, Hanceville, AL 
35077). We will also host 
a VBS Registration Day 
Sunday, July 11, featur-
ing face painting, games, 
bounce house and goody 
bags. Looking forward to 
see you there! 

Dixie Echoes at Cross 
Baptist Church
July 16 – Join us for a 
night of Southern Gos-
pel music Friday, July 
16. Dixie Echoes of Pen-
sacola, Florida will be 
at Cross Baptist Church 
(23654 US Hwy 31, 
Falkville Al 35622) be-
ginning at 7 p.m. For 
more information, call 
256-990-6345.

1963 Fairview High 
School Class Meeting
July 16 - The Fairview 
High  School  Class  of 
1963   will   meet Fri-
day, July 16, at 1:02 p.m. 
at the Golden Corral 
(1720  Cherokee  Av-
enue,  Southwest,  in 
Cullman). Must be 1:02 
p.m. or after for senior 
discount. The meeting 
will be in one of  the  re-
served  rooms  in  the  

back of  the  restaurant.  
Call Joyce Williams Rod-
gers at 256-339-3451 for 
more information.

Unsheltered Interna-
tional BBQ and Cake 
Fundraiser Action
July 17 – 5 p.m. at Tem-
ple Baptist Church (30 
Co Rd 1184, Cullman, 
AL 35057). To sign up, 
donate and/or RSVP, 
contact Tara at 256-737-
0112 ext. 180 or tara@
unsheltered.org.

Pleasant View Revival 
and Singing
July 18 - Pleasant View 
Missionary Baptist 
Church will have their 
summer revival the third 
week in July beginning 
with a singing Sunday 
night, July 18 at 5 p.m. 
“The Williamsons” from 
Wetumpka, Oklahoma 
will be the guest singers. 
Services will be day and 
night, Monday, July 19 
– Friday, July 23. Morn-
ing services will begin at 
10:30 a.m. and evening 
services at 7 p.m., with 
Brother Jack Thomason 
as the evangelist. Lunch 
will be served each day 
after the morning service 
and we will have prayer 
band at 6:45 p.m. before 
each evening service. On 
Sunday night, Aug. 1, we 
will have a singing with 
“New Ground” from 
Scottsboro at 5 p.m. Ev-
eryone is invited. The 
church is located on U.S. 
Highway 278, approx-
imately 2 miles east of 
Holly Pond on the left. 
For more information 
call 256-796-5986.

West Point High 
School Class of ’62 
School Reunion
July 24 – The Class of 
’62 School Reunion will 
be Saturday, July 24 at 
1 p.m. at the Brandin’ 
Iron Steakhouse in West 
Point (87 Co Rd 1242, 
Cullman, AL 35057). For 
more information, con-
tact Linda Jordan 256-
747-6883.

West Point Class of ’67 
Reunion
July 24 - The West Point 
Class of 1967 reunion 
will be held Saturday, 
July 24, at Brandin’ 
Iron Steakhouse at West 
Point, from 4-6 p.m.

Wallace State Die-
sel by Distance Open 
House
July-Aug. - Wallace 
State’s Diesel by Dis-
tance program will host 
a series of open house 
events to learn more 
about the program, ex-
perience virtual reality 
lessons and more. Open 
house will be held from 3 
p.m. - 7 p.m. in the Diesel 
Technology building on 
the Hanceville campus 
on the following dates: 
July 1, July 8, July 29, 
Aug. 5, Aug. 12 and Aug. 
19. For more informa-
tion, contact Anna Par-
rish Beard at 256-352-
8356 or anna.parrish@
wallacestate.edu or visit 
www.wallacestate.edu/
dieselbydistance.

Cullman County 
Sports Hall of Fame
Aug. 14 - The Cullman 
County Sports Hall of 
Fame will hold its annu-
al banquet and induc-
tion ceremony Aug. 14, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
at Stonebridge Farms. 
Tickets can be obtained 
at First Southern Finan-
cial and are $20 each. 
For more information 
call 256-737-5120 or 
256-736-4445.

Free Community Mov-
ie Night at Vinemont 
Community Center
Aug. 21 – Bring a blanket 
or chair and come en-
joy “Toy Story 4!” Start 
time will be announced 
at a later date. Vinemont 
Community Center – 88 
Ridgeway Street, Cull-
man, AL 35058
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$100.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$150.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

CULLMAN, Ala. – Begin-
ning at 12:01 a.m. Friday, July 
16, all back-to-school buyers 
can participate in the annu-
al Sales Tax-Free Weekend. 
Each year on the third week-
end in July, the state waives 
its 4% sales tax on all quali-
fying back-to-school items. 
This weekend offers parents 
and all school supply buyers 
an opportunity to save mon-
ey on all the must-have items 
for the upcoming school year. 
The weekend will end at 
midnight Sunday, July 18, at 
which time the taxes will be 
reimposed. 
	 As always, there are some 
restrictions on the list of 
approved items to be pur-
chased, such as clothing ac-
cessories or equipment, pro-
tective equipment and sport 
or recreational equipment all 
which remain taxable.Some 
of the most notable tax-ex-
empt items are binders, book 
bags, calculators, cellophane 
tape, blackboard chalk, com-
passes, composition books, 
crayons, erasers, folders 
(expandable, pocket, plastic 

and manila), glue, paste, and 
paste sticks, highlighters, 
index cards, index card box-
es, legal pads, lunch boxes, 
markers and notebooks. Also, 
be sure to include local busi-
nesses in your shopping trip, 
as many also sell approved 
tax-free items and can often 
benefit from the increased 
foot traffic.
	 A complete list of ap-
proved items for this Tax-
Free Weekend can be found 
at https://revenue.alabama.
gov.
	 Cullman County has also 
organized the United Way’s 
Annual Stuff-the-Bus cam-
paign alongside Tax-Free 
Weekend, which will last 
from July 16 - July 23. Dona-
tions may be made at several 
drop off locations including 
The Cullman Tribune, the 
UPS Store, Comfort Care- 
Hospice, Cullman Cham-
ber of Commerce, Cullman 
County Sherriff’s Office and 
Berkley Bob’s.
	 Make sure to take the 
time to stop and stock up on 
all the supplies your child/
children may need this year. 
And, as always, shop local, 
Cullman!

Weekend (from Front)

among other offenses.
	 The bill was co-sponsored 
by 28 Republican representa-
tives, including Shedd.
	 It received unanimous 
votes in both houses by all 
legislators present, includ-
ing all members of Cullman 
County’s delegation. 
	 USIAHT additionally 
stated, “As part of the state’s 
increased focus on fighting 
sex trafficking overall, Ala-
bama has also created its first 
statewide human trafficking 
task force.” 
	 Cullman County Hu-
man Trafficking Task Force 
Chairperson Kathy Wilson 
responded to the article, “It 
feels really good to know that 
Alabama is leading the way in 
the fight against human traf-
ficking.
	 “The City of Cullman is a 
TraffickingFree Zone, along 
with many other cities in the 
state.
	 “We are also working with 
the Junior League of Bir-
mingham to get information-
al posters into the rest stops 
all across the state.  
	 “Thank you Alabama, for 
recognizing that there is a 
problem and supporting the 
effort to protect our citizens. 

	 “Here in Cullman, we will 
continue our work to raise 
awareness and educate our 
community to combat hu-
man trafficking and protect 
our quality of life.” 
	 The report concluded, 
“Throughout the state, the 
expansion of the TFZ pro-
gram and an increased focus 
by elected officials and our 
non-governmental allies in 
combating trafficking and re-
storing survivors are moving 
mountains in the Yellowham-
mer State.” 
	 The U.S. Institute Against 
Human Trafficking is a faith-
based nonprofit organization 
“working to end human traf-
ficking in the United States 
through prevention, com-
bating demand, rescuing vic-
tims, influencing government 
policy and providing safe ref-
uge for the restoration of sur-
vivors,” according to its web-
site.
	 For more information, 
visit https://usiaht.org.  
	 For information on 
local efforts to combat 
human trafficking, vis-
it https://www.facebook.
com/Cullman-County-Hu-
man-Trafficking-Task-For
ce-870585096352748/. 

Trafficking (from Front)

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com
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Former Cullman, Hanceville standout Brontae Harris 
hosts community cleanup, football camp in Colony
COLONY, Ala. – It’s been an 
exciting summer for Bron-
tae Harris. After finishing up 
stellar college career at UAB 
with the Blazers, the former 
Hanceville and Cullman 
standout signed with the Los 
Angeles Rams as an undraft-
ed free agent in May. Since 
then, Harris has spent some 
time practicing with the 
Rams out west and working 
to earn a spot on the roster 
for the upcoming season but 
this weekend he wanted to 
spend some time to give back 
to his community here in the 
southeast. He did just that 
Saturday morning by hosting 
a community cleanup and 
football camp in his home-
town of Colony. Brontae is 
trying to learn as much as 
he can as fast as he can from 
his Rams teammates, but he 
says it’s been a little easier to 
learn from a veteran group of 
defensive backs that are ea-
ger to help.
	 “Man, it’s been surreal. 
It’s been surreal just to ac-
complish that dream. Every-
one I know that plays foot-
ball that I grew up with and 
have been around all had that 
dream of going to the next 
level and playing in the NFL 
and just to be able to go and 
experience it is very hum-
bling,” Harris said. “Coming 
in as a rookie, you’re fresh 
out of college and you’ve got 
a lot to work on but just be-
ing around those guys makes 
you want to compete and get 
better every day. I don’t know 
how it is everywhere else but 
with the Rams we’re like a 
family already so the older 
guys like Jalen (Ramsey), 
D-Will (Darious Williams), 
D-Long (David Long Jr.) and 
all the older DBs are quick to 
help and do extra stuff with 
us. So, it’s just been easy for 
me, and it’s been the perfect 
situation. It’s just all God re-
ally.”
	 Harris has his mind set 
on improving as a player and 
becoming a contributor in 
Los Angeles as soon as he can 
but another priority for him 
is staying connected with his 
community. He thanks God 
for making his young career 
possible, but he wants to 
make sure he gives back and 
invests in his hometown that 
invested in him before he 
even started playing sports. 
	 “That’s definitely a pri-

ority for me. After thanking 
God, you have to give back. 
He’s the reason I got here 
but these people have been 
pouring into me since I was 
a kid growing up in the com-
munity,” Harris said. “So, 
that’s the thing I wanted to 
do was come back and in-
vest in this community first 
and foremost and let every-
one know I will never forget 
where I came from. I grew 
up here and I know all these 
streets so just to come back 
and bring people in and bring 
people together for a day to 
walk around and chill and 
just have a good day is all I 
could ever have asked for. 
This honestly feels better 
than being in the NFL, being 
able to come back and host 
this in my community and 
bring the kids out and every-
thing. It’s surreal.”
	 Saturday’s camp was also 
a big step for Harris’ founda-
tion, 1DREAM, a non-profit 
organization committed to 
creating and coordinating 
community beautification 
projects, providing resources 
to increase green space, and 
serving as a means of oppor-
tunities to encourage and 
support the dreams of Colo-
ny citizens. Establishing the 
foundation was important to 
Brontae and he hopes to see 
it grow so he can continue 
giving back to his home. 
	 “1DREAM Foundation is 
actually my brand and what 
we focus on doing is things 
like what we’re doing today. 
Doing community projects 
and investing in our com-
munity and getting the kids 
whatever they need,” Harris 
said. 
	 “I’m a rookie so obvious-
ly it’s a little smaller but we 
hope to grow and to be able 
bring in more people and do 
more things to elevate our 
community. That’s really 
our focus in our foundation, 
just doing whatever we can 
to build up back home where 
we’re from. We want to be 
able to provide kids here re-
sources that I didn’t have 
growing up and help them 
reach their goals. That’s all 
I want to do so that’s really 
what we’re focusing on.”
	 Harris will get back to 
work with the Rams when 
fall camp arrives and he’ll be 
doing what he can to make an 
impact on the field in Los An-
geles, but he’s already done a 
lot to make an impact in his 
community back home.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

Brontae Harris leads a drill at his football camp in Colony Saturday.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Brontae Harris and campers huddle up at Saturday’s Brontae Harris Football Camp in Colony.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Meet the Coaches: Auburn receivers coach Cornelius Williams

AUBURN, Ala. – When Cor-
nelius Williams joined Bry-
an Harsin’s coaching staff in 
January, he became a two-
time member of the Auburn 
family. By profession and by 
marriage.
	 “That’s the beauty of it,” 
Williams said. “My wife went 
to school here.”
	 If you include friendship, 
Williams becomes a three-
time Auburn family mem-
ber. He and Auburn corner-
backs coach Zac Etheridge 
played together in the Ala-
bama-Mississippi All-Star 
Classic as high school seniors 
in 2005. 
	 “One of my good buddies 
that I’ve known since high 
school,” Williams said. “He 
can preach and tell me, ‘This 
is what being a part of the Au-
burn family is about.’”
	 Etheridge endorsed Wil-
liams to head coach Bryan 
Harsin for Auburn’s receiv-
ers coach position.
	 “He trusted me and felt 
like I was the right guy to 
come in and be a part of that,” 
Williams said. “When I got 
here, not only seeing it from 
the outside, but now I’m real-
ly in it, you can definitely tell 
what it means to be a part of 
the Auburn family.” 
	 After six months on the 
Plains, Williams’ pitch to 
prospective student-athletes 
includes the same selling 
points that attracted him 
to Auburn after six seasons 
coaching at his alma mater, 

Troy. 
	 “The atmosphere is 
great,” he said. “You’re com-
ing to a place that’s really 
a family environment and 
when you get here, you get 
that feel.
	 “As a staff and myself as a 
receivers coach, we are help-
ing build a great foundation 
for these guys that’s going 
to continue to allow them to 
grow in football, mentally, 
and in their lives.
	 “We always talk about 
1-0: being consistent every 
day. You will see that as time 
goes. Even our guys now have 
started to grasp more of what 
that means.”
	 Williams leads an Auburn 
receiving corps that replaces 
its top three performers, NFL 
draftees Anthony Schwartz 
and Seth Williams, and free 
agent signee Eli Stove.
	 “We are young, but that’s 
okay,” he said. “These guys 
have been working their tails 
off. They’re understanding 
what it takes to be the best 
they can possibly be. That’s 
coming in and working every 
day, making sure that they’re 
prepared. 
	 “Things we talk about in 
that receiver room: let’s be 
unselfish, competitive and 
prepared. Every day those 
guys are understanding that, 
and they understand that 
they’ve got a big task at hand. 
In our group, we have to have 
an edge about us. We have 
to believe that we can be the 
best group out there. That’s 
the main thing.”
	 Williams’ group will play 

a large part in determin-
ing the success of Auburn’s 
offense under coordinator 
Mike Bobo.
	 “Coach Bobo is very de-
tailed, he’s a hard worker, 
he’s competitive and he loves 
it,” Williams said. “Coach 
Harsin is very detail-orient-
ed. He’s a competitor. He’s 
going to push you and make 
sure you’re staying on top of 
your game.” 
	 Williams starred at 
Hoover High School and let-
tered from 2006-09 at Troy, 
where he made 63 receptions 
and scored seven touch-
downs. In high school games 
and Sun Belt Conference 
games, Williams’ teams were 
82-6. 
	 Williams began his 
coaching career as a graduate 
assistant at South Alabama, 
then coached at Murray 
State, North Alabama, Jack-
sonville State and UAB be-
fore returning to Troy.
	 “I knew I wanted to get 
in the business of helping 
young people and I think 
coaching is a great way to do 
that because you catch guys 
at a very crucial part of their 
life where they’re going from 
young men to grown men,” 
he said. 
	 “The biggest thing for me 
is the challenge. Every single 
day, you know there’s going 
to be a challenge. You’ve got 
to go in there and compete 
and be your best. I love that. 
That’s what really drives me.
	 “I know I have to contin-
ue to work to get better to be 
the best I can possibly be and 

that’s an everyday challenge 
to make sure I’m prepared 
and staying on top of every-
thing, and make sure that my 
guys are doing the same.” 
	 Beginning his second 
decade coaching college 

football, Cornelius Williams 
embarks on a new challenge 
at Auburn, hoping to contin-
ue to make an impact on the 
players he mentors.
	 “That’s why you love do-
ing it, to see those guys grow,” 

he said. “It’s a very exciting 
time for what we’re doing 
with this program, and doing 
this the right way, and the 
culture that Coach Harsin 
and all of us are building, it 
will show up.”

Jeff Shearer
AU Athletics

Auburn wide receiver’s coach Cornelius Williams.
TODD VAN EMST/AU ATHLETICS
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Good Hope City Council approves new road, talks Back-to-School Bash

GOOD HOPE, Ala. – The 
Good Hope City Council 
gathered for its regularly 
scheduled meeting Monday 
night, and they went over a 
handful of new agenda items 
including the upcoming 
Back-to-School Bash, a fund-
raiser being organized by the 
Good Hope Sizzlin’ Seniors 
and a resolution to approve 
the engineering of a new 
road. 

	 At the start of Monday 
night’s meeting, Jonathan 
Haynes, a local cybersecuri-
ty consultant, talked to the 
council about the North Al-
abama Cyber Institute and 
what they provide. Haynes 
also works with an organi-
zation called PISCES (Pub-
lic Infrastructure Security 
Cyber Education System) 
and touched on the services 
they provide to municipal-
ities as well. Haynes shared 
some more information with 
council about the organiza-

tions and what they offer and 
hopes to continue talks with 
the City of Good Hope in the 
future. 
	 After approving the min-
utes from last month’s meet-
ing, the next topics the coun-
cil covered was the upcoming 
Back-to-School Bash and a 
fundraiser being held by the 
Good Hope Sizzlin’ Seniors. 
This year’s Back-to-School 
bash will be held at the city 
park in Good Hope Thurs-
day, Aug. 5 from 5-7 p.m. 
There will be bounce houses, 

a water slide and free food for 
those who want to come and 
participate. 
	 If you live in Good Hope 
and see flamingos in your 
yard soon don’t worry, it’ll 
be part of a fundraiser by the 
Good Hope Sizzlin’ Seniors 
where they will be “flock-
ing” yards in the community. 
You’ll have the opportunity 
to donate and either send a 
flock of flamingos to someone 
else’s yard are purchase flock 
insurance for yourself. If you 
want more information on 

the fundraiser, you can con-
tact the Sizzlin’ Seniors at 
256-739-3757 or at admin@
goodhopeal.com. To wrap up 
Monday night’s meeting, the 
council passed Resolution 
No. 015-2021 to contract with 
CDG Engineers & Associates 
Inc. and begin work on a new 
road between Good Hope 
Pharmacy and a new medical 
clinic being built in the city. 
The resolution reads,
	 “Whereas the City of 
Good Hope intends to build 
a new road between Good 

Hope Pharmacy and the new 
medical clinic; Therefore, in 
accordance with federal pro-
curement guidelines the City 
of Good Hope would like to go 
into contract for engineering 
services with CDG Engineers 
& Associates Inc. to provide 
professional engineering, 
consultation for the design, 
bidding and construction 
phases.”

The Good Hope City Coun-
cil will hold its next meeting 
Monday, July 26 at 6:30 p.m.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

procedure to act on the first 
readings of three annexation 
requests:
 
•	 To annex 975 County 
Road 623 as an R-2 residen-
tial district

•	 To annex 452 County 
Road 1333 as an R-1 residen-
tial district

•	 To annex portions of 
properties located in Lot 17 
of Magic Farms, 2027 County 
Road 1319, County Road 1420 
and County Road 1422 as an 
AG-1 agricultural district
 
All three annexations pre-
viously received a favorable 
recommendation from the 
Planning Commission.
 
Cullman Middle School 
football pep rally sched-
uled 
The council approved a spe-
cial event request from Laci 
Schuman for a parent-host-
ed pep rally/jamboree for 

Cullman Middle School’s 
football season kick-off in the 
Warehouse District block of 
1st Avenue NE, from Flavors 
Bakery to Lavish Boutique, 
on Sunday, Aug. 22, 2021, 
starting at 6:30 p.m.
 
Public hearings set 
The council set a public hear-
ing to be held during its Aug. 
9, 2021 meeting for an ordi-
nance to amend Zoning Or-
dinance 2021-20 to decrease 
parking spaces from 20 feet 
in length to 18 feet in length. 
The 20-foot length was an 
oversight in the original or-
dinance. 
	 The council set a public 
hearing to be held during its 
Aug. 23 meeting for an or-
dinance to vacate an unim-
proved right of way behind 
605 St. Joseph Dr. NW.
	 The Cullman City Coun-
cil meets at 7 p.m. on the sec-
ond and fourth Mondays of 
each month in the City Hall 
auditorium. The public is in-
vited to attend.

Cullman (from Front)

Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828

THE NEW MICHELIN®
CROSSCLIMATE 2® 

BUY IT NOW. THANK IT LATER.
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CULLMAN, Ala. – The Cull-
man County Animal Shelter‘s 
Donna Ruttkay shares the 
Cullman Tribune Pet of the 
Week: 
	 Judy is a 2.5-year-old ter-

rier mix.
	 She’s a laid-back 
low-to-medium energy pet 
who seems to prefer human 
company to anything else. 
She always has a happy ex-
pression on her face, enjoys 
treats that she takes gently 
from your hand and loves 

kids.  
	 Judy has the makings of a 
good therapy, companion or 
reading dog. 
	 Judy’s adoption fee is 
$100 which includes DHLPP 
vaccine, Bordetella vaccines, 
rabies vaccine, wormer, gen-
eral exam at the vet, spaying, 

microchip, free 30-day health 
insurance policy issued by 
24PetWatch (with valid email 
only) and a free bag of food 
from Cullman Pet Depot (you 
must pay sales tax). 
	 Animal shelter staff and 
volunteers work with their 
dogs to make sure they are 

accustomed to being around 
people, walking on a leash 
and practicing good behavior.
	 Several of the shelter’s 
canine friends have even 
been “hired” to work as ther-
apy and special needs service 
dogs.   
	 Please consider adopting 

to give a rescued pet a chance 
at a happy and healthy life. 
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448 or visit them 
at 935 Convent Road NE.
	 Reach them by email at 
cullmancountyanimalshel-
ter@gmail.com.

Judy (from Front)
W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

OMAHA, Neb. – Scoot-
er’s Coffee LLC, the Mid-
west-based drive-thru coffee 
franchise is continuing its 
effort to grow its presence 
throughout the United States 
by bringing its drive-thru cof-
fee locations to Cullman, Al-
abama and the surrounding 
area. 
	 Scooter’s Coffee, based in 
Omaha, Nebraska, specializ-
es in artisan espresso drinks, 
fruit smoothies, baked-from-
scratch pastries and features 
its signature drink, the “Car-
amelicious.”
	 The company also recent-
ly added depth to its profile 
with a line of organic hot and 
iced teas, single-origin coffee 
and Cold Brew & Cream. 
	 The expansion into two 
Alabama communities comes 
as a result of a two-unit 
agreement recently signed by 
local business owner Kathryn 
Neese.
	 The Cullman location is 
currently in development, 
while plans for a location in 
Decatur will be underway in 
the near future.
	 As residents of the area, 
she and her family know the 
value of an accessible, quick 
flavorful cup of coffee. 
	 “Scooter’s is so highly 
regarded in the franchise 
world, and I’m a coffee lover, 
so it really piqued my inter-

est,” Neese said of her deci-
sion.
	 “Its model is unique, and 
I think it’s going to be really 
well received in our area.
	 “I’ve had experience com-
muting an hour to and from 
work and I know how benefi-
cial it can be to grab a cup of 
coffee and be on your way.”   
	 “I wanted to find a busi-
ness that served my family’s 
core values and the values of 
our town,” she said.
	 “Scooter’s Coffee often 
talks about courage, humility, 
integrity and love.
	 “I want to be a mentor 
and help grow young leaders 
here.
	 “The more I learned 
about Scooter’s Coffee, the 
more it felt like the best fit for 
this community.” 
	 In line with its success-
ful grand opening strate-
gy, the company reached a 
major milestone in 2020 by 
surpassing the 300-location 
mark across 17 states with 
commitments for stores in 24 
additional states. 
	 “Scooter’s Coffee is a 
great addition to the Cullman 
community,” said Tim Arpin, 
Scooter’s Coffee vice presi-
dent of franchise Sales.
	 “The word has spread 
about Scooter’s Coffee and 
the excitement is building, 
and we’re thrilled to have 
such ardent supporters of 
local business leading our ex-
pansion into this area.”

Scooter’s (from Front)
Scooter’s Coffee LLC
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. – Cullman 
Regional, on Monday an-
nounced its 2020-2021 fiscal 
year-end update, complete 
with statistics and figures for 
Hospital Quality, COVID-19 
Response, Specialty Physi-
cians, Main Campus Physi-
cal Facilities and Additional 
Outpatient Locations.
	 “The past year was for 
Cullman Regional, as for all 
of the nation and world, a 
uniquely trying time; howev-
er, we are immensely proud 
of what we accomplished for 
our staff, patients and com-
munities,” said Cullman Re-
gional CEO James Clements. 
“The incredible impact this 
medical center is making 
across the region is not only 
vital to the health of our cit-
izens, but also paramount to 
the ongoing growth and vital-
ity of our local economies.”

For the July 1, 2020 - June 
30, 2021 Cullman Regional 
fiscal year, hospital leader-
ship reports the following:

•	 HOSPITAL QUALITY 
– Cullman Regional ranked 
in the top 10% in the nation 
over the last year in sepsis 
treatment, in the prevention 
of bloodstream infections, in 
the prevention of Clostrid-
ium difficile (C. diff.) and in 
the reduction of pre-term 
elective deliveries. 

•	 COVID-19 RESPONSE 
– 30,000 Cullman Region-
al-provided COVID-19 vacci-
nations were administered to 
the community, with the hos-
pital’s clinical team adding 
up to 1,000 vaccinations per 
day to their schedules while 
continuing to deliver quality 
care to those already infect-
ed. Additionally, Cullman Re-
gional led regional treatment 
efforts with early physician 
adoption and delivery of life-
saving Monoclonal Antibody 
therapy, quickly pivoting to 
the current best practices of 
medicine for the community.

•	 SPECIALTY PHYSI-
CIANS – Cullman Regional 
recruited 21 specialty phy-

sicians within the last five 
years – seven during its lat-
est fiscal year – with physi-
cians adding locally available, 
specialty care in psychiatry, 
vascular surgery, minimally 
invasive spine surgery and 
endocrinology.

•	 ADDITIONAL OUTPA-
TIENT LOCATIONS – A 
total of 12 new outpatient 
locations were added to Cull-
man Regional over the last 
five years, five within the last 
fiscal year, including a Spine 
Center, Behavioral Health 
Center and Vascular Center.

•	 MAIN CAMPUS PHYS-
ICAL FACILITIES – Cull-
man Regional invested $100 
million in capital over the last 
five years to expand and up-
date its main campus health 
care delivery system. Up-
grades included 60 addition-
al inpatient beds – 12 of them 
in the Critical Care Unit, a 
17-treatment room emergen-
cy room expansion and mul-
tiple technology upgrades 
including Da Vinci robotic 
surgery, Mako orthopedic 
surgical robot, 3-D mammog-
raphy and state-of-the-art 
MRI and CT machines. 

•	 LOCAL COMMUNITY 
IMPACT – Cullman Region-
al is the largest employer in 
Cullman County and is re-
sponsible for over $300 mil-
lion in annual local econom-
ic impact. Additionally, the 
hospital added 489 jobs over 
the last five years, with 100 of 
those being onboarded with-
in the last fiscal year, despite 
the pandemic. 

“Our growth and success are 
fueled by our passion to deliv-
er the best care for those we 
serve, whether that’s through 
campus expansion, the ad-
dition of new physicians and 
needed specialties or adding 
employees and boosting local 
economies,” said Clements. 
	 “To look at where we are 
as a system in 2021 versus five 
years ago is nothing short of 
monumental, and this speaks 
volumes for our commit-
ment to bringing world-class 
health care to our communi-
ties’ backyard.”

Update (from Front)
Mary Beth Sellers
Cullman Regional

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 
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Obituary Announcements: July 12
Robin Hitt Dyer, 
57, of Hanceville
Funeral services for 
Robin Hitt Dyer, 57, of 
Hanceville, Alabama will 
be 12 p.m. Wednesday, 
July 14, at Hanceville 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
Burial will follow at 
Hopewell Cemetery. 
Visitation will be from 10 
a.m. until service time at 
the funeral home. Robin 
Hitt Dyer was born July 
1, 1964 and died on July 
1, 2021. Mrs. Dyer was 
preceded in death by 
her son: Jacob Wayne 
Reese and parents: 
Morris and Lucille Hitt. 
Mrs. Dyer leaves behind 
her husband: Danny 
Ray Dyer; mother-
in-law: Judy Dyer; 
daughter: Ashley (Clay) 
Tankersley; two sons: 
Adam Marion and James 
Dyer; grandchildren: 
Noah Pederson, Addison 
Reese Tankersley, Char-
Lee Grace Tankersley, 
Landon Dyer, Mason 
Dyer and Greyson 
Dyer; a sister: Judy 
(Raymond) Willoughby; 
two brothers: Amiel 
(Pat Collins) Hitt and 
Tony (Christy) Hitt 
and best friend: Dana 
Hyatt. “And now these 
three remain: faith, 
hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love.” 
~ 1 Corinthians 13:13

Henry James Twitty 
Jr., 57, of Birmingham, 
formerly of Colony
Henry James Twitty 
Jr. of Birmingham, 

formerly of Colony in 
Cullman County, passed 
away July 10 at the age of 
57. He was born March 
17, 1964, in Cullman to 
Henry James Twitty Sr. 
and Rosetta Munford 
Twitty. He is preceded in 
death by his mother and 
grandparents: Essie and 
Midas Twitty. Funeral 
services are Friday July 
16, at 1 p.m. at Moss 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with Rev. Willie Twitty 
officiating. Interment 
will follow services 
in Colony Cemetery. 
Survivors are wife: 
Lorraine Brooks Twitty; 
father: Henry James 
Twitty Sr.; stepmother: 
Myra Carol Twitty; 
daughters: Mariah 
Twitty, Keisha (Jay) 
Turner and Miranda 
(Michael) Williams; 
sisters: Rosanna Twitty 
and Joyce Fields; 
brothers: Kenneth 
Twitty, LeLand Twitty 
and Michael Twitty and 
grandchildren: Brayah, 
Jaxson, Diezel, Grayson, 
Jayda and Allie. 
Visitation will be Friday 
July 16, at Moss Funeral 
home from noon – 1 p.m. 
Please share memories 
and condolences with 
the family at www.
m o s s s e r v i c e f h . c o m . 
Moss Service Funeral 
Home directing.

Connie Fay Vanzant, 
77, of Haleyville
Connie Fay Vanzant, 
age 77, of Haleyville, 
passed away Saturday, 

July 10, surrounded 
by her loving family. 
Mrs. Vanzant was born 
on Jan. 27, 1944, in 
Nauvoo, Alabama. She 
loved reading her Bible, 
sewing, telling funny 
stories and spending 
time with her family. 
She loved playing piano, 
baking and making 
candy. Visitation will 
be Sunday, July 11, 
from 10-11:00 a.m. at 
New Hope at Mount 
Ebron Baptist Church 
in Double Springs, 
where the service will be 
held at 11 a.m. Brother 
Steve Wakefield, Allen 
Kirkpatrick and Melanie 
Martin will officiate. 
Burial will be at New 
Oak Grove Cemetery 
in Nauvoo, Alabama. 
Connie is survived by 
her children: Michael 
(Sherrie) Bell and 
Melanie (Buddy) Martin; 
four grandchildren: 
Chris (Jennifer) Bell, 
Daniel (Misty) Hadder, 
Kevin (Jessica) Bell 
and Natosha (Michael) 
Thompson; seven 
great-grandchildren: 
Noah Bell, Nadia Bell, 
Cyan Jones, Jacob 
Hadder, Jude Hadder, 
Jack Hadder, Kylie 
Bell and Logan Bell; 
very, very special fur 
baby: Kirby; brothers: 
Dwight (Bonnie) Bailey, 
Danny (Betty) Bailey 
and Genece Beasley; 
sister: Nikki (Matt) 
McClellan and a host 
of nieces, nephews 
and friends. She was 

preceded in death by 
her husband: Jimmy 
Vanzant; parents: James 
and Enzilee Bailey and 
sister: Linda Bailey.

Anna Whittaker 
Hyde, 75, of Addison
Memorial arrangements 
for Anna Whittaker 
Hyde, 75, of Addison, 
Alabama, are incomplete 
and will be announced 
later. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Hyde family. 
Mrs. Hyde passed away 
July 11 at her residence.  
She was born Oct. 17, 
1945, to Linda Whittaker 
Elliot. She was preceded 
in death by her parents; 
and husbands: James 
Stewart and Larry 
Hyde. Mrs. Hyde is 
survived by her son: 
Dennis (Diana) Stewart; 
daughters: Tammy 
(Joe) Champion, Teresa 
(Gerardo) Canchola 
and Rebecca (Danny) 
Denham; brother: Mel 
Whittaker; best friend: 
Fred Gordon and a host 
of grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren, 
family and friends. 
Friends may 
sign the online 
guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
c o m .

Ilene T. Ramirez, 
71, of Hanceville
A funeral mass for 
Ilene T. Ramirez, 71, of 
Hanceville, Alabama 
will be 10 a.m. Friday, 
July 16, at Christ the 

King Monastery in the 
Simcoe Community. 
Visitation will be from 
4-6 p.m. Thursday, 
July 15, at Hanceville 
Funeral Home. A rosary 
service will be held 
in the funeral home 
chapel beginning at 5 
p.m. Thursday evening 
during visitation. Mrs. 
Ramirez will lie in state 
at Christ the King from 
9 a.m. until service time 
Friday morning. Christ 
the King Monastery is 
located at 5060 County 
Road 1635, Cullman, 
Alabama 35058. Mrs. 
Ramirez is survived 
by her husband: Jesse 
Ramirez; daughter: 
Adrian (Scott) Fischer; 
stepchildren: Helen 
Ramirez, Oscar Ramirez 
and Anita Maria Graft; 
grandchildren: Adelyn 
Stella, Shai, Anita, 
Patrick James, Sean, 
Joseph, Sebastian, 
Christopher, Alexander 
and Isabella; great-
grandchildren: Brody 
and Emily; brother: 
Conrad Jr. (Susan 
Torres) Gonzales and 
a daughter-in-law: 
Rebecca Hamilton.
Mrs. Ramirez was 
preceded in death by 
her parents: Conrad 
Sr. (Mary Fajardo) 
Gonzales; brother: 
Edward Gonzales and a 
sister: Carol Gonzales.

Elizabeth A. Kane, 
84, of Cullman
Funeral mass for 
Elizabeth A. Kane, age 

84, of Cullman will be 
at 10 a.m. Wednesday, 
July 14, at Sacred Heart 
Church with Father 
Patrick Egan, OSB 
officiating and burial at 
Sacred Heart Cemetery. 
Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. 
Mrs. Kane passed away 
on Friday, July 9,  at 
her residence.  She was 
born, Oct. 26, 1936,  to 
William Ray and Frances 
McLaughlin Wiley. She 
is preceded in death by 
her parents; husband: 
Francis “Frank” Martin 
Kane; son: Francis 
Martin Kane; one 
sister and one brother. 
Survivors include 
her sons: Michael 
(Nancy) Kane and 
William (Beth) Kane; 
daughters: Mary Anne 
(Kevin) Kane-Garrett 
and Helen (Howard) 
Walker; grandchildren:  
Kim (Nate) Gilbert, 
M a l l o r y ( D u d l e y ) 
Walker, Audra Kane, 
William Kane and Sarah 
Walker; five great-
grandchildren; special 
sister-in-law: Theresa 
Kane and a host of 
nieces, nephews, family 
and friends. Visitation 
will be from 5 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. on Tuesday, July 
13, with a rosary held 
at 7:30 p.m. at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home. 
In lieu of flowers, please 
make donations to the 
Vinemont Marching 
Band, P.O. Box 294 
Vinemont, AL 35179.
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Cullman Regional announces Mark 
Christensen, M.D. as new EMS medical director
CULLMAN, Ala. – Cullman 
Regional is pleased to an-
nounce Mark Christensen, 
M.D., director of Emergency 
Medicine at Cullman Re-
gional, as the new Director of 
Emergency Medical Services. 
Dr. Christensen will step into 
his new role on July 12.   
	 Dr. Christensen has been 
serving as director of Emer-
gency Medicine since 2019 
and was named as one of five 
2020 Facility Medical Di-
rectors of the Year by Alteon 
Health. His years of experi-
ence include serving as emer-
gency medicine physician, 
hospitalist/ER hybrid, assis-
tant director of Emergency 
Medicine and associate di-
rector of Emergency Medi-
cine.
	 He is a member of the 
American Medical Associa-
tion, American Academy of 
Family Physicians and the 
Medical Association State of 

Alabama.
	 Dr. Christensen is 
board-certified and received 
his medical degree at the 
University of Alabama at 
Birmingham School of Medi-
cine.
	 He completed his resi-
dency at the University of 
Alabama DCH Regional Med-
ical Center, a Level II Trauma 
Center, where he filled the 
role of chief resident and ER 
fellow.
	 Throughout his time in 
school, he also served as fire-
fighter and EMT for 12 years 
at the Toney Volunteer Fire 
Department.
	 Dr. Christensen consid-
ers himself a life-long learner 
and in his free time, enjoys 
live music and going to con-
certs as well as spending time 
with his wife and five chil-
dren. 
	 “Dr. Christensen leads 
our emergency department 
with passion, commitment 
and tremendous expertise,” 
said Dr. William Smith, chief 

medical officer, “We look for-
ward to his contributions in 
his new role as EMS medical 

director as we continue to 
identify opportunities to ex-
pand care in our community.”

Mary Beth Sellers
Cullman Regional

Mark Christensen
CULLMAN REGIONAL

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.


