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CULLMAN, Ala. — True 
philanthropy knows no lim-
its, in generosity and, ap-
parently, even in age. James 
Leonardi recently sponsored 
a clothing drive for Curt’s 
Closet, as many others have 

done, but something about 
his drive is important to note: 
he asked for people to donate 
the items instead of giving 
him presents for his fourth 
birthday.
	 Curt’s Closet founder 
Ashley Wilson, who has seen 
plenty of demonstrations 
of generosity, was still im-

pressed.
	 “My heart was so full 
when I saw the generosity 
and thoughtfulness of this 
precious child,” said Wilson. 
“We live in such a ‘give me, 
give me’ world, when we are 
called to give. This child is be-
ing taught the true joys in life. 
It truly does the 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

– LOCAL CHARITIES –

‘When you are 
blessed, be a blessing’
Four-year-old philanthropist celebrates 

birthday with Curt’s Closet clothing drive

MANDY LEONARDI

James Leonardi with his treasure trove of gifts for Curt’s Closet.
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
Tyson Foods/River Valley 
Ingredients (formerly Amer-
ican Proteins) rendering 
plant (1170 County Road 
508, southwest of Hancev-
ille), suffered damage Friday 
afternoon from a fire that 
started in a building on the 
back of the property close 
to the Mulberry Fork. May-
or Kenneth Nail, who was at 
the scene with the Hanceville 
Fire Department, said that 
the origin of the fire appeared 
to involve grease and animal 
by-products. The Cullman 

Emergency Management 
Agency surveyed the scene 
and reported that the fire 
did not appear to involve any 
hazardous materials.
 In addition to Hanceville, 
the call went out for assis-
tance to all 26 fire depart-
ments in Cullman County, 
with special requests for 
tankers to get water to the 
site. Crews at the scene re-
quested additional help from 
multiple departments across 
Blount, Walker and Winston 
counties.
 Departments known to 
have responded Friday af-
ternoon include Hancev-
ille, Garden City, Cullman, 

Vinemont/Providence, Ber-
lin, Crane Hill, Good Hope, 
Joppa, Bethsadia, Cold 
Springs and Walter. The 
Hanceville Police Depart-
ment sent its tank trailer. The 
Mount High and West Blount 
departments from Blount 
County also responded.
 Late Friday afternoon, 
Air Evac Lifeteam was called 
to the scene to provide air 
transport for an unspecified 
emergency.
 A source in the fire service 
said that crews were having 
trouble combating the fire 
and might attempt to contain 
the blaze and let it burn itself 
out.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Building in flames at Tyson/
River Valley Ingredients 

plant near Hanceville

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

A plant employee directs a Garden City Fire Department tanker toward 
the fire on the back of the River Valley Ingredients plant.
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Folks 
across Cullman County are 
seeing an increase in brown 
caterpillars that are helping 
themselves to lawns, gardens 
and crops. What are they, and 
what can be done to stop the 
damage?
 The fall armyworm, called 
“army” because of its invasive 
tendencies, is considered a 
destructive species and, once 
you see the big caterpillars 
crawling across your patio or 
driveway, it may be too late to 
fight them.
 According to Katelyn 
Kesheimer and Scott Gra-
ham, extension officials with 
Alabama A&M and Auburn 
University, “Alabama is expe-
riencing a high number of mi-

grating fall armyworm moths. 
Additionally, the state has ex-
perienced numerous rainfall 
events to put the yearly total 
above average. This frequen-
cy of rain creates a favorable 
environment for fall army-
worm eggs and larvae to sur-
vive in large numbers. It also 
creates lush, green fields that 
attract armyworms. In some 
cases, producers are unable 
to access fields for control be-
cause of excess water.” 
 The officials released a 
briefing on Monday for ex-
tension agents across the 
state who are fielding higher 
than average numbers of calls 
about the pests. 
 The briefing said, “Small 
larvae do not eat much for the 
first ten days of their life and 
are also much easier to con-
trol than larger life stages. 

The larger caterpillars cause 
almost all the damage during 
their last couple of days be-
fore pupation,” and, “If most 
of the caterpillars are large (1 
to 1.5 inches), then it is likely 
too late to control the popula-
tion. They will cycle out and 
move on to ‘greener pastures.’ 
If the population is mostly 
small caterpillars (0.25 to 0.5 
inches), they may not require 
as extreme measures in order 
to manage them.”
 
Where are they found?
According to the briefing, 
“Fall armyworms are no-
torious for having a broad 
host range. People may find 
populations in home lawns, 
turf, field crops and pastures. 
Infestations are especially 
common in well-managed 
bermudagrass.”

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

– AGRICULTURE –

March of the armyworm
Destructive pest endangers yards and crops; numbers on the rise in Alabama

ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

The fall armyworm
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PET OF THE WEEKTake Scooter for a spin!

Scooter CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER» PAGE 2

COLONY, Ala. — The Col-ony Town Council on Tues-day evening discussed plans for its upcoming Colony Day community celebration, scheduled for the Communi-ty Center Saturday on Aug. 7, with a rain date planned for Aug. 14. According to Coun-cilwoman Jasmine Cole, the event will feature a 3-on-3 basketball tournament, vol-leyball tournament, spades tournament, dominoes tour-nament, cake walk, rib cook-off and inflatables and school supplies for children. Cole, who was not present at the meeting, sent a message say-ing that the Cullman Elec-tric Co-op will bring a new electric Ford Mustang and 

charging station.  Cole also reported that the talent show originally scheduled for July 31 will take place at Colony Day, starting at 4 p.m. Participants should regis-ter by 3:15 p.m. on the day of the event, at the table by the ballfield.Event fees:• Entry in the rib cook-off – $10, register by Aug. 6• Family tents – $25 • Vendor spots – $25 • Food truck spots – $50  For more information, con-tact Jasmine Cole at 205-456-0340. Help for roads The council approved a res-olution to seek a grant for 

assistance in repairing local roads. According to the res-olution, funding will be used on four roads in the following order of priority: 1. Byars Road 2. Johnson Circle 3. Wooley Road 4. Fields Boulevard  Streets and Drainage Com-mittee Chairperson Mary Parker said that she is work-ing on replacing damaged or missing street signs, and that she will seek a warning light for the main intersection en-tering Colony from Highway 91. Town historian named The council approved a reso-lution to name Earline John-son as Colony’s 

W.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.com

– LOCAL GOVERNMENT –Colony prepares for Colony Day, seeks help for roads

W.C. MANN /THE CULLMAN TRIBUNEThe Colony Town Council met Tuesday evening.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

– SPORTS –Alabama lands 6 on Nagurski Trophy Watch List» PAGE 4

UA ATHLETICS

Sara Gasser Bedard, Elbert Allen Pirkle, Jerry Vann Dunn  » PAGE 7OBITUARIES

TRIBUNE.STORE

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

SIZZLING SUMMER SAVINGS ONLY AT BILL SMITH!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

WAS $46,230NOW$37,962* OR $41,995 WITH 0% FOR 72 MONTHS STK#18428

NEW 2021 GMC ACADIANEW 2021 GMC ACADIAFWD SLTFWD SLT2020 GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR!!LOADED!!

PATCHY FOG THEN SUNNYWEATHER96 73Arrests and Incidents» PAGE 3Community Calendar» PAGE 3Games» PAGE 7

Sara Tapia-Franco CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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HEALTHAlabama Department of Public Health warns about heat illnesses » PAGE 8
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TRAFFIC ADVISORYPortion of Dahlke Drive closing Friday for repairs » PAGE 2

CULLMAN, Ala. — Dou-ble murder defendant Sara Tapia-Franco, 34, of Holly Pond, this week was ordered to be transferred from state 

mental health facility Bryce Hospital to the Cullman County Detention Center for an upcoming competen-cy hearing. Tapia-Franco was indicted in 2020 on cap-ital murder charges in the deaths of her two young sons, 

3-year-old Alvaro Garcia and 9-year-old Taylor Garcia, on Oct. 12, 2019, at the family home between Holly Pond and Baileyton.  Tapia-Franco was previ-ously ordered to undergo a mental evaluation. 

W.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.com

CRIMEDouble murder defendant returning to Cullman for competency hearing
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Emma Wright, left, is a 2020 Wallace State graduate 
and Jazmin Bobo is a former Wallace State dual 
enrollment student from Cold Springs.

WALLACE STATE

» PAGE 6
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Portion of Eva Road 
closing Saturday » PAGE 3

EDUCATION

Holly Pond Back-
to-School Bash 
kicks off Aug. 7

FACEBOOK
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Cullman Tribune print to 
switch from five to three 
editions per week » PAGE 6

EDITORIAL

How the Olympics 
inspired me » PAGE 5

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Wallace State alum Emma 
Wright has been a loyal fol-
lower of the FOX game show 

“Beat Shazam” since its de-
but in 2017.  
 Wright and former Wal-
lace State dual enrollment 
student Jazmin Bobo are now 
in the record books as “Beat 
Shazam” contestant winners.  

 Wright and Bobo’s ap-
pearance on Season 4, Epi-
sode 8 of the show, hosted by 
comedian and actor Jamie 
Foxx, aired on July 22. The 
duo won $44,500 in cash by 
correctly iden-

Russell Moore
Wallace State

EDUCATION

Pair of former Wallace 
State students win $44,500 
on FOX’s ‘Beat Shazam’
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Lockers: A yes or no 
for the 2021-2022 
school year?
Cullman County Public 
Library hosts 2nd 
Annual Harry Potter 
Birthday Parade 
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Earlier 
this week, the Alabama De-
partment of Public Health 
confirmed a raccoon to be 
positive for rabies after it 

attacked a person on a walk-
ing trail near a subdivision 
on Fox Hollow Road in Cull-
man. The raccoon attacked 
a bystander in an aggressive 
manner while exhibiting 
other neurological signs of 
illness. Fortunately, the rac-

coon was able to be subdued, 
restrained and collected for 
rabies testing.
 Following an investiga-
tion by the Cullman County 
Health Department, three 
people were potentially ex-
posed and have re-

ADPH
Contributor

Raccoon confirmed positive 
for rabies in Cullman; 
precautions advised

» PAGE 2
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Left to right: Oscar Garcia, Zack Copeland, Sonya Copeland, Chris Thompson, Bonnie Goodwin, 
Charlotte Cosper, Sonya Adams, Radginal Dodson, Tommy Cosper 
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‘SAVE AMERICA’
Former President Donald Trump 

to hold Cullman rally Aug. 21

New pavilion at 
South Vinemont 
Sports Complex 

dedicated to 
Tyler Walker at 

ceremony

EMERGENCY RESPONDERS

New Cullman County 
notification system 
ready for upcoming 
school year » PAGE 5

EDUCATION

Update to mask 
guidance for 2021-
2022 school year » PAGE 5» PAGE 3

FACEBOOK/DONALD J. TRUMP

Former President Donald Trump » PAGE 5
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Friday, July 30, 
COVID-19 update 
from the Alabama 
Department of 

Public Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard Hub (https://
bit.ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospi-
talizations and deaths, 
ADPH will be updating its 
dashboard less frequently. 
Effective June 7, the Data 
and Surveillance Dash-
board will update Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday; the 
Vaccine Distribution Dash-
board will update Tuesday 
and Thursday and no week-
end updates will be made. 
Additional information 
may be provided in the fu-
ture as ADPH gathers more 
data on the pandemic.
*The dashboard has been 
redesigned to help people 
better understand the cur-
rent transmission levels 
in their communities and 
the impact of COVID-19 
in Alabama.The moving 
7-day sum is updated daily 

instead of weekly--instead 
of a 3, 7 and 14-day average, 
the dashboard will provide a 
7-day moving sum for cases. 
The 2020 and 2021 break-
downs of cases and deaths 
will be provided - not just 
a total sum over both years.

Case details (Updated 
Mon, Wed, Fri)  
•	 Percent Change in Cas-
es: 12.6
•	 Percent Positivity in 
Tests: 21.5
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2020): 392,376 
•	 Probable cases in Ala-
bama (2021): 196,734 
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2020): 7,168             
•	 Probable deaths in Ala-
bama (2021): 4,368
•	 Percent Change in cases 
in Cullman Co.: 31.5
•	 Percent Positivity in 
tests in Cullman Co.: 16.3
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2020): 7,668 
•	 Probable cases in Cull-
man Co. (2021): 2,898 
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 129
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2021): 62

•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co. in the last 7 days: 1,305
•	 Total tested positive in 
Cullman Co. in the last 7 
days: 213
•	 Total tested in Alabama 
in the last 7 days: 60,146
•	 Total positive tests in 
Alabama in the last 7 days: 
12,952
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 1,181

Vaccine details (updated 
Tues, Thurs)
•	 Doses Delivered to Ala-
bama: 4,814,025
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 3,194,025
•	 Doses administered: 
3,440,567
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
1,966,294
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine se-
ries: 1,589,930
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral programs: 1,620,000

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c ov i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s et s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

Variants of SARS-CoV-2
Variants of SARS-CoV-2 
continue to circulate in 
Alabama and pose a signif-
icant threat of increased 
disease. Variants of concern 
reported, as of July 9, are 
Alpha (820 cases), Beta (2 
cases), Gamma (31 cases) 
and Delta (56 cases). These 
variants are more trans-
missible, specifically the 
Alpha and the Delta, and 
some variants have less re-
sponse to treatments such 
as monoclonal antibodies. 

Percent positivity esca-
lates
Alabama’s current state-
wide percent positivity for 
COVID-19 has increased to 
its highest level since Feb-
ruary 2021, at 7.7%. This is 
equal to the percent pos-
itivity recorded April 3, 
when vaccines had not been 

readily available.

Percent increase in 
COVID-19 cases
The number of COVID-19 
cases reported in Alabama 
has risen 39percent from 
June 26 - July 9. The best 
way to prevent getting the 
highly infectious and easily 
transmissible Delta vari-
ant or any other strain of 
COVID-19 is to get vacci-
nated as quickly as possi-
ble. The vaccines we have 
are highly effective and 
their benefits far outweigh 
any risks. Only a very small 
percentage of deaths due 
to COVID-19 are among 
the fully vaccinated popu-
lation. 

COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions increase
As of July 14, 341 persons 
were reported hospitalized 
as a result of COVID-19 
disease. On July 3, 179 per-
sons were hospitalized due 
to COVID-19. Increases in 
numbers of COVID-19 cas-
es and hospitalizations due 
to COVID-19 are the result 
of low vaccine rates and 

unvaccinated persons not 
following preventive mea-
sures for themselves such 
as wearing masks, good 
hand hygiene and social dis-
tancing.  So long as Alabama 
has such low rates of vacci-
nation, cases will continue 
to rise, posing risk of illness 
and death from COVID-19, 
as well as threatening the 
ability of our health care 
system to treat all Alabam-
ians.

Make vaccination a pri-
ority
This July 14, 4,124 doses 
of COVID-19 vaccine were 
administered in the state. 
At the height of vaccine 
administration on April 8, 
45,128 vaccine doses were 
given. Young people and 
others who are taking a 
wait-and-see stance on vac-
cination should be aware 
that they need to protect 
themselves, their families, 
friends and communities 
by getting vaccinated as 
soon as they can. Safe, effec-
tive and free vaccine shields 
vulnerable people and saves 
lives.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported August 2
CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported August 2, 2021. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
July 29
•	 domestic violence; CR 
399
•	 domestic violence; Stew-
art Rd.
•	 burglary; CR 490
•	 harassment; CR 1815
•	 criminal mischief; ha-
rassment; CR 827
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1718
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 69 
N
•	 trespassing; CR 1288
•	 harassment; CR 1185
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
278 W

July 30
•	 obstruction of govern-
mental operations; resisting 
arrest; Hwy. 69 N
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 1435
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1763
•	 assault; CR 222
•	 criminal mischief; CR 
1609
•	 domestic violence; CR 
832
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; Hwy. 69 S
•	 theft of property; CR 1194
•	 theft of property; CR 1080
•	 burglary; CR 109
•	 reckless endangerment; 
CR 222
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs; unlawful 
possession of controlled sub-
stance; Good Hope Camp-
ground

July 31
•	 domestic violence; men-
acing; CR 384
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia; CR 946
•	 theft of property; CR 747
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana; 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia; Hwy. 157
•	 theft of property; CR 395
•	 criminal mischief; CR 
1545
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; Hwy. 
278 E
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; CR 1801

August 1

•	 trafficking drugs; unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana; 
Hwy. 157
•	 burglary; CR 8
•	 theft of property; attempt 
to elude police officer
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia;

ARRESTS
July 29
Brown Jr., Lee Roy; 33
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended

Cheatham, Nathan Ray; 29
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Clowers, Riplee Allen; 33
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family

Hayes, Duane Sean; 48
•	 Sex Offense-incest with 
minor
•	 Sex Offense-rape-strong 
arm
•	 Sex Offense-sodomy-with 
a girl-strong arm
•	 first-degree sexual abuse 
(2 counts)

Hood, Rodney Dewayne; 60
•	 burglary-residence-force

Kaltreider, Christopher 
Aaron; 35
•	 larceny/theft-miscella-
neous 
•	 FTA-expired tag
•	 fraud-swindle/home re-
pair
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended (2 counts)
•	 FTA- tinted windows 

Nunnelley, Jacky Lee; 46
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Rye, Bart Anthony; 48
•	 public intoxication
•	 criminal trespass

Smith, Angela Michelle; 31
•	 larceny/theft-miscella-
neous
•	 fraud-swindle/home re-
pair

Weldon, Tracy Michelle; 46
•	 FTA- burglary-non-resi-
dence-force
•	 FTA- unlawful breaking 
entering motor vehicle

Williams Jr., Billy Leon; 37
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

July 30 – August 1
Baggett, Russanne Michelle; 
49
•	 public intoxication

Baldwin, Richard Bruce; 47
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended

Billups, Cleveland Armon; 

23
•	 public intoxication

Boyd, Thomas Taylor; 61
•	 attempting to elude po-
lice officer

Briscoe, Timothy Ray; 56
•	 drug trafficking
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana
•	 failure to register vehicle

Burton, Nichole Lee; 36
•	 public intoxication

Copeland, Dakota William 
M.; 26
•	 Motion to Revoke 
Bond-larceny/theft- sec-
ond-degree theft of property 
$1,500 - $2,500
•	 Motion to Revoke 
Bond-larceny/theft- sec-
ond-degree theft of property 
$500 less than $1,500
•	 Motion to Revoke 
Bond-larceny/theft- miscel-
laneous
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended
•	 FTA- operating vehicle 
without insurance  

Delong, Chadd Lee; 40
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended (4 counts)

Graham, Ronald Keith; 49
•	 public intoxication

Guthery, Trey Brittian; 27
•	 FTA- possession of bur-
glar’s tools
•	 FTA- burglary-resi-
dence-force
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Hall, Jackson Matthew; 30
•	 FTA- Sex Offense-rape-
strong arm
•	 FTA- Sex Offense-sod-
omy-with a woman strong 
arm

Henry, Christopher Chase; 
25
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs 

Howton, Amber Deann; 27
•	 Probation Violation- pos-
session of dangerous drugs (2 
county)

Johnson, Jason Michael; 42
•	 weapons-drunk/addict in 
possession of firearm 

Minter, Brandon Dewayne; 
40
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Morgan, Michael Cameron; 
21
•	 possession of danger-

ous-1st offense 
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana 

Motherway, Michael An-
drew; 32
•	 public intoxication

Nichols, Brandi; 33
•	 assault-harassment

Nixon, Byron Gamble; 47
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Parris, Randall Lee; 47
•	 Plea Agreement- sell/dis-
tribution of dangerous drugs 

Pate, Cody Wade; 35
•	 public intoxication

Phillips, Rhonda; 34
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Powell, Nathan Allen; 30
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended

Pugh, Ashley Cheyenne; 21
•	 Plea Agreement-stolen 
vehicles-auto theft

Raymond, Robert Shane; 39
•	 larceny/theft-shoplifting 
less than $500
•	 attempting to elude a po-
lice officer

Smith, Larry Andrew; 35
•	 FTA- burglary-non-resi-
dence-no force
•	 FTA- unlawful breaking 
entering motor vehicle
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended
•	 FTA- traffic-no liability 
insurance

Stancil, Jason Lee; 51
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine

Sutton, Anthony Dale; 28
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine

Tanner, Jessica Cloe; 28
•	 assault-harassment

Taylor, Eric Dron; 22
•	 resisting arrest 
•	 Obstruction Governmen-
tal Operations

Terry, Kielynn Blane; 22
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle

Tucker, Lisa Inez; 42
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Williams, Heather Lynn; 34
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-

phernalia
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

Williams, Larry Wayne; 72
•	 assault-harassment

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
July 30
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; person; Jackson St. 
SW; purse; $97
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Hobby Lobby; 
Town Square SW; miscella-
neous
•	 third-degree forgery; 
person; 2nd Ave. SW; forged 
check
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Olive St. 
SW; general merchandise

July 31
•	 domestic violence; per-
son; Tidwell St. SW
•	 menacing; person; 3rd St. 
SW and Main Ave. SW
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Books-A-Million; 
2nd Ave. NW; general mer-
chandise; $40

August 1
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; person; Katherine 
St. NW; furniture; $100
•	 theft of property; person; 
Dripping Springs Rd. NW; 
wallets and contents; medi-
cation

ARRESTS
July 30
Fuller, Autumn E.; 26
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property
•	 FTA- driving without li-
cense (2 counts)

Hankins, Autumn E.; 26
•	 leaving scene of accident

Elsberry, David M.; 37
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Johnson, Heath K.; 35
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia (3 counts)
•	 FTA- expired tag
•	 FTA- insurance violation

Wood, Annie R.; 53
•	 trafficking
•	 unlawful possession/re-
ceiving controlled substance
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree receiving 
stolen property

Moore, Karen R.; 48
•	 DUI

Harris, Joseph L.; 33
•	 third-degree forgery

•	 third-degree possession 
of forged instrument

Nixon, Byron G.; 47
•	 FTA- insurance violation 

July 31
Sanders, David E.; 32
•	 domestic violence

Baldwin, Richard B.; 47
•	 FTA- theft of services

Simmons, Felicia P.; 34
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

McClellan, Lee Z.; 30
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property 
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- illegal possession of 
drug paraphernalia
•	 FTA- reckless endanger-
ment
•	 FTA- driving while sus-
pended

Highland, Paula L.; 39
•	 DUI (controlled sub-
stance)
•	 unlawful possession/re-
ceiving controlled substance 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 

Keeton, Kandice L.; 33
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
•	 FTA- inoperable brake 
lights
•	 FTA- open container in a 
vehicle 

Smith, Larry A.; 35
•	 FTA- insurance violation 

Hicks, Timothy L.; 36
•	 FTA- third-degree do-
mestic violence 
•	 FTA- attempt to elude
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 
•	 improper turn

August 1
Winnett, Tracy D.; 49
•	 FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal trespass

Gable, Martha N.; 28
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Delong, Chadd L.; 40
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana
•	 FTA- insurance violation

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe at 
East Side Baptist Church, 
1111 Third St. SE in Cull-
man
• Please wear a mask/
face covering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require 
a larger donation. There 
will be some restrictions 
and product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks 
accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings 
(all are welcome) Mon-
day and Thursday nights 
from 7-8 p.m. at the Car-
riage House, located 
next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-
347-1097, 256-841-2209 
or 256-708-1340

Church Services- Spir-
it Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to 
receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Classes- Wednesdays at 
7 p.m. Children and youth 
classes. Adult class, “The 
Phases of Armageddon” 
by Pastor Bobby Dodd
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pick-
up. Small group classes 
for adults, children and 
youth at 10 a.m. Praise 
and worship and message 
at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m. – noon, 
Tuesdays 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 
11 a.m. – noon Cullman 
Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry, and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Sundays-9 a.m. Van 
runs in 5 Points Area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pick-
up. Small group classes 
for children, youth and 
adults at 10 a.m. Praise 
and Worship and mes-
sage at 11 a.m. 
• No Talent Talent Show: 
July 31 - Saturday 7 p.m. 
No admission fees! Do-
nations accepted.  Free 
meal at 6 p.m. Everyone 
welcome! Fun and enter-
taining! Come see imper-
sonations of some of your 
favorite singers. We hope 
“Elvis” will be there!
• Wednesday- Aug. 4 - 7 
p.m. Children and youth 
classes. Adult men’s class: 
“Be the Man” - Adult 
women’s class: “Design 
Your Life” 
• Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings serves chil-
dren ages 1-18 in need of 

assistance to celebrate 
their birthday. Regis-
ter your child and pick 
up a birthday box with 
cake mix, icing, sprin-
kles, decorations and 
toys! Pick up is the last 
weekend of the month. 
Saturday (Jasper 5100 
Curry Highway Suite 
100-B Jasper Al 35504) 
from 3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month at 
Spirit Life Church Cull-
man from 12:30 p.m. - 1 
p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of 
box pickup. Register at 
https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-7478.

Free Community Din-
ner at Center Hill Bap-
tist Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 
Wednesday of every 
month we will be offering 
a Free Community Din-
ner. Church members, 
community members, 
neighbors and friends 
are welcome. This will be 
takeout only. Please mes-
sage or comment with 
how many plates you will 
need to help us prepare 
enough food for every-
one. RSVP at http://bit.
ly/centerhill. 
• 13108 County Road 747, 
Hanceville, AL 35077

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere ID. 
Entrega en su vehículo. 
Por favor use mascarilla.

Festhalle Farmers 
Market
• 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Open 
every Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday from April 
– October
• Stop by to shop the 
freshest produce from 
Cullman-based farms.
• For more information, 
call 256-590-5009 or 
send an email to mgrave-
m a n @ c u l l m a n r e c r e -
ation.org 

Agriplex Children’s 
Summer/Fall Camp 
Programs
• Aug. 20 - 10 a.m., Little 
Farmers Farmer’s Mar-
ket: Run your pretend 
farm stand and then use 
tokens to shop with a lo-
cal farmer.
• Aug. 26 - 9 a.m., Heri-
tage Homeschool Solar 
Power: Celebrate the new 
solar panels producing 
electricity at the Agriplex 
with hands-on activities 
powered by the sun.
• Sept. 4 - 9 a.m., Farm 
Kids Club County Fair 
Crafts: Create handi-
crafts that can be entered 
in the Cullman County 
Fair and win prizes!
• Sept. 10 - 10 a.m., Little 
Farmers “The Very Hun-
gry Caterpillar”: Explore 
the miracle of the but-
terfly life cycle through 
the beloved Eric Carle 
classic.
• Sept. 30 - 9 a.m., Her-
itage Homeschool Har-
vest & Seed Saving: Har-
vest the falls bounty at 
the Agriplex and save 
seeds for your very own 
collection. We will pick, 
taste and learn how to 
preserve the harvest.
• Oct. 2 - 9 a.m., Farm 
Kids Club Pumpkin 
Patch: Pick a pumpkin 
out of our patch and join 
us for some fall-themed 
fun! We will play games, 
have snacks and carve a 
pumpkin.
• Saturdays, beginning at 
9 a.m. at Festhalle Farm-
ers Market, Power of 
Produce: Kids up to age 

12 can sample fresh pro-
duce while earning mar-
ket money (pop bucks) to 
buy produce from local 
farmers.

Agriplex Adult Pro-
grams
• Aug. 10 - 6 p.m., Her-
itage Skills Beginning 
Brewers Class: The Cull-
man Brewers Guild will 
explain the process of 
brewing and demon-
strate how to make 
homemade beer. See 
equipment and learn the 
science of brewing your 
own beer.
• Aug. 16 - 6 p.m., Learn 
to Sew Christmas in Au-
gust: Get an early start 
on Christmas decorating 
and join us for felt orna-
ment making for the tree 
using sequins and deco-
rative thread.
• Aug. 18 – noon, Lunch & 
Learn presents Planting 
& Growing Fall Veggies. 
This is a free program, 
light lunch provided. 
Please call us at 256-297-
1044 to reserve your spot.
• Aug. 31 - 6 p.m., Living 
Landscapes Growing 
Berries & Grapes: Retired 
Auburn Experiment 
Station Director Arnold 
Caylor will be back at the 
Agriplex sharing his vast 
knowledge on growing 
berries and muscadines 
best suited for our region.
• Sept. 9 - 6 p.m., Cow-
boy Cooking - Cooking 
with a Dutch Oven: Local 
ranchers Greg and Emi-
ly Anderson from Sulli-
van Creek Ranch will be 
demonstrating how to 
cook over an open fire.
• Sept. 13 - 6 p.m., Learn 
to Sew Projects for the 
Kitchen: This will be a 
fun class making things 
to use in your kitchen.
• Sept. 14 - 6 p.m., Heri-
tage Skills Raising Pigs: 
Learn the basics of rais-
ing pigs for your family.
• Thursdays: noon – 1 
p.m., Yoga under the Pa-
vilion, Join us for a be-
ginner yoga class in the 
serenity of nature. $5 per 
person, summer family 
special of $10 per fami-
ly. Ages 10 & up, must be 
able to follow along with 
class. No registration re-
quired. Please bring your 
yoga mat & water.

Country Legends Re-
discovered Exhibition 
• Evelyn Burrow Mu-
seum at Wallace State 
Community College.
• Through Aug. 31. Tues-
day-Friday: 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. 

UNITE Summer En-
counter at Church at 
the Well
July 30-31 - This week-
end is dedicated to stu-
dents encountering the 
power and presence of 
God. There will be pow-
erful worship and dy-
namic speakers that will 
take us further into all 
that God has! Services 
are nightly at 7 p.m. with 
pre-service games start-
ing at 6:30 p.m. at Church 
at the Well (708 Ninth St. 
SE, Cullman, AL 35055). 
Saturday morning ser-
vice is at 10:30 a.m. fol-
lowed by Orphan Run 4 
Hope!! We hope to see 
you there! Get ready to 
ENCOUNTER! 

Wallace State Diesel by 
Distance Open House
July-August - Wallace 
State’s Diesel by Distance 
program will host a se-
ries of open house events 
to learn more about the 
program, experience vir-
tual reality lessons and 
more. Open house will be 
held from 3 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

in the Diesel Technology 
building on the Hancev-
ille campus on the fol-
lowing dates: July 1, July 
8, July 29, Aug. 5, Aug. 12 
and Aug. 19. For more in-
formation, contact Anna 
Parrish Beard at 256-
352-8356 or anna.par-
rish@wallacestate.edu or 
visit www.wallacestate.
edu/dieselbydistance.

United Way of Cullman 
Designer Bag Bingo 
Fundraiser
Aug. 3 – United Way of 
Cullman County’s Wom-
en United will host their 
2nd annual Designer Bag 
Bingo fundraising event 
Tuesday, Aug. 3, at The 
Loft 212 (212 Fourth St. 
SW Cullman, AL 35055). 
Doors open at 5 p.m. and 
bingo starts at 6 p.m. 
Tickets are $35 each or 
$350 for a table of eight. 
Each ticket includes 
light refreshments and 
15 games. Donate a gen-
tly used purse filled with 
personal care items for 
a chance to win a door 
prize. For more informa-
tion and/or to RSVP, call 
256-739-2948 or send 
an email at dmcdonald@
uwaycc.org. To purchase 
tickets, visit https://
www.uwaycc.org/.

Purple Heart Memori-
al Service
August 7 - 10 a.m. at the 
Purple Heart Monument 
in Sparkman Park, Hart-
selle. Sponsored by the 
Military Order of the 
Purple Heart Chapter 
for Cullman and Morgan 
counties. Contact Clif-
ford Gissell at 256-338-
5617 or tothemax42@
gmail.com for more in-
formation.

Quilters Retreat Bunch 
Annual Yard Sale 
• Aug. 7 -Saturday from 
8 a.m. - 2 p.m. at Christ 
Covenant Church (1310 
Saint Joseph Drive NW). 
Lots of fabric (all kinds), 
books, glassware, bas-
kets, kitchen items, craft 
items, vintage table with 
four chairs, two book-
cases, round table, odd 
chairs, pictures, sewing 
notions, tons of thread, 
grab bags, yarn, Christ-
mas items and MUCH 
MUCH MORE. Don’t 
miss it!
• Cullman County Sports 
Hall of Fame
• Aug. 14 - The Cullman 
County Sports Hall of 
Fame will hold its annual 
banquet and induction 
ceremony August 14, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. 
at Stonebridge Farms. 
Tickets can be obtained 
at First Southern Finan-
cial and are $20 each. 
For more information 
call 256-737-5120 or 256-
736-4445.

WSCC Applied Tech-
nologies Open House
Aug. 17 – Wallace State 
Community College 
Dept. of Applied Tech-
nologies will host an 
Open House Tuesday, 
July 20 from 5:30-7:30 
p.m. Department tours 
and refreshments will 
be provided. Stop by the 
Bailey Center Lobby for 
campus maps, schedules 
and information. Call 
256-352-8000 for more 
information.

Free Community Mov-
ie Night at Vinemont 
Community Center
Aug. 21 – Bring a blanket 
or chair and come en-
joy “Toy Story 4!” Start 
time will be announced 
at a later date. Vinemont 
Community Center – 88 
Ridgeway Street, Cull-
man, AL 35055
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NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

soul great to give rather than 
receive.”

Proud mother Mandy 
Leonardi talked about her 
son’s birthday choice:
“It truly is remarkable to see 
what started as a small idea 
to give back a little in just 
celebrating life and to be 
ever so thankful for all we do 
have. We wanted our boys to 
understand just how bless-
ed we are, and some basic 
needs that we normally take 
for granted, some children 
do not have. We have really 
pushed the idea and quote, 
‘When you are blessed, be a 
blessing.’ We wanted them to 
see the joy of giving and doing 
for others. 
	 “It has truly been a life 
change for me to see our 
sons, especially at such young 
ages — 4, 5 and 6 — use their 
moments, their birthday, to 
share and just use it as an op-
portunity to bring family and 

friends together for a unit-
ed cause to benefit someone 
else, someone they will never 
meet, and affect a life in ways 
they will never fathom. 

“Our youngest, pictured in 
the photo, James, turned 4, 
and to see the excitement 
and joy on his face that he 
was able to collect items for 
Curt’s Closet is priceless; that 
he told us, he was big now and 
wanted to carry them all in by 
himself.
	 “He is so proud of what he 
accomplished and really does 
not know the depth of what 
it can do for someone else. It 
is life-changing for an adult 
to watch God’s grace move in 
children, because something 
so simple, most of us take for 
granted, is such a big deal to 
others.”

For more on Curt’s Closet, 
visit https://www.facebook.
com/cw20curtscloset.

Blessing (from Front)
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Brittley Humphrey, Trey Cunningham host track camp at Cold Springs
BREMEN, Ala. — Sever-
al runners from different 
schools took part in a two-
day summer track camp on 
July 29th and 30th at Cold 
Springs and it was open to 
any athletes from ages 12-19. 
Brittley Humphrey, an LSU 
graduate, and Trey Cunning-
ham, who’s currently going 
into his senior year at Flori-
da State, were the instructors 
during the camp and has a lot 
of experience in hurdling and 
sprinting.
	 Humphrey was a three-
time All-American; she 
finished no. 8 on the LSU 
ALL-TIMES list in the 400 
hurdles. She was an SEC 
champion, a World Youth 
silver medalist, and she was a 
semi-finalist in the Olympic 
trials. Cunningham is a five-
time All-American at Florida 
State, a former World Junior 
Record Holder, a 24-time 
state champion in Alabama, 
and he placed fourth at the 
Olympic trials. 
	 Humphrey and Cunning-
ham taught the runners a lot 
during the two-day summer 
camp.
	 “We basically went 
through a good warm-up,” 
Humphrey said. “We focused 
on form and technique, run-
ning straight flat without 
hurdles and then we added 
hurdles. Basically, things that 
they can do without someone 
always watching over them 
and learning for themselves 
how to do it.”
	 “We tried to get the ba-

sics down so that we can lay a 
good foundation for them to 
go further if they would like 
to,” Cunningham said. 
	 Their experience in col-
lege, along with some advice 
from their coaches, helped 
Humphrey and Cunning-
ham become two of the best 

runners in the state and that 
helped them become really 
good coaches along the way.
	 “It’s a lot of experience 
from the coaches telling us 
certain things we need to fix 
and learning for ourselves 
after so many years of run-
ning,” Humphrey said. 

	 “I think it’s really import-
ant to have someone that’s 
been there, to tell you how 
to do it.” Cunningham added. 
“And it gives us credibility, 
like, yes we do know what we 
are doing, and outside of high 
school, it gets a little more 
specialized, so we can show 

different things and we know 
what to look for.”
	 Cunningham and Hum-
phrey were in the young 
athletes’ shoes years ago and 
according to Cunningham, 
there’s always something to 
work on and there’s nothing 
wrong with asking what they 

need to do to get better.
	 “We were in their shoes,” 
Cunningham said. “We were 
out there, like, hey, what do 
we have to do? What do we 
have to do to get better? Who 
do we need to go see? What 
are some tiny things that can 
help us get faster?”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. – Two 
Alabama men’s basketball 
players were selected in the 
2021 NBA Draft, which was 
held in Brooklyn, N.Y., at the 
Barclays Center on Thursday 
night. Guard Joshua Primo 
was a first round selection of 
the San Antonio Spurs at No. 
12 overall and guard/forward 
Herbert Jones went No. 35 to 
the New Orleans Pelicans.
	 It was a night of firsts for 
the Crimson Tide program. 
Primo’s selection gave Al-
abama back-to-back NBA 
Draft Lottery picks for the 
first time in program history, 
while it was also the first time 
since 1995 that UA had two 
players selected in the same 
draft. That year, Antonio 
McDyess went No. 2 over-
all to the L.A. Clippers and 
Jason Caffey was the 20th 
overall pick by the Chicago 
Bulls. The Tide has now had 
consecutive first round draft 
picks for the first time in 25 
years (1995 and 1996).

Alabama in the NBA Draft
•	 Primo and Jones became 
the 44th and 45th Alabama 
players to hear their name 
called on draft night
•	 The Crimson Tide has 
had a guard drafted in the 
NBA Draft Lottery in three 
of the last four years (Collin 
Sexton No. 8 overall to the 
Cleveland Cavaliers in 2018, 
Kira Lewis Jr. No. 13 overall 
to the New Orleans Pelicans 
in 2020)
•	 Primo became the 17th 
UA player to be selected in 

the first round and the eighth 
who was drafted inside the 
top 15
•	 It was the 11th time Al-
abama has had two players 
selected in the same draft in 
program history 

Joshua Primo Bio
•	 Selected No. 12 overall to 
the San Antonio Spurs
•	 Became fifth consecutive 
Alabama rookie to be named 
to the SEC All-Freshman 
Team
•	 Played in 30 contests on 
the season, missing three 
games with an MCL sprain, 
making 19 starts
•	 Averaged 8.1 points and 
3.4 rebounds per game while 
shooting 43.1 percent from 
the field and 38.1 percent 
from beyond the arc
•	 Ranked third on the team 
in three-point field goal per-
centage, second in free throw 
percentage and fifth in scor-
ing
•	 Named SEC Freshman 
of the Week for the week of 
Jan. 25, earning the accolade 
after averaging 19.0 points, 
5.0 threes made and 3.5 re-
bounds per game in contests 
at LSU and vs. Mississippi 
State, while shooting 73.7 
percent (14-of-19) from the 
floor and 76.9 percent (10-of-
13) from beyond the arc
•	 Finished with 12 games 
in double figures includ-
ing eight games of making 
three or more three-pointers 
which ranked second-best on 
the team
•	 Had season high 22 
points including career-best 
marks of 4-of-8 from beyond 
the arc and 8-of-8 from the 

free throw line, to go along 
with five boards and three 
assists in the win at Auburn 
(1/9)
•	 Matched that with 22 
points at LSU (1/19), knock-
ing down a career-best six 
three-pointers in the victory
•	 Scored 19 points on 6-of-
9 shooting from the field and 
4-of-5 from beyond the arc 
in the win over Mississippi 
State (1/23)
•	 Had 19 points, all coming 
in the second half, in the win 
over Georgia (2/15)
•	 SEC First Year Academic 
Honor Roll
 
Herbert Jones Bio
•	 Selected No. 35 overall to 
the New Orleans Pelicans
•	 Marked the second con-
secutive year the Pelicans 
have drafted an Alabama 
player, taking Kira Lewis Jr. 
at No. 13 overall in the first 
round of the 2020 NBA Draft
•	 Named AP All-American 
(Third Team), SEC Player 
of the Year, SEC Defensive 
Player of the Year, First Team 
All-SEC and All-Defensive 
Team
•	 Finished his career with 
129 games played (101 starts) 
while collecting 947 points, 
630 rebounds, 285 assists, 
167 steals and 98 blocked 
shots
•	 Subsequently named 
to the All-SEC First Team 
(Coaches, AP and USA To-
day) and All-SEC All-Defen-
sive Team
•	 Named as a finalist for 
the Naismith Award Men’s 
Defensive Player of the Year
•	 Earned USBWA and 
NABC First Team All-Dis-

trict honors and was select-
ed as the USBWA District IV 
Player of the Year
•	 Earned a team-leading 17 
Hard Hat Awards, which is 
given to the player with the 
most Blue Collar Points at 
the end of each game
•	 Led the team in Blue Col-
lar Points (667), deflections 
(110), floor dives (23), and-1s 
(7-of-10) and dunks (19)
•	 Finished the year leading 
the team in rebounding (6.6 
rpg), assists (3.3 apg), steals 
(1.7 spg) and blocks (1.1 bpg) 
while ranking fourth on the 
team in scoring average (11.2 
ppg)
•	 Also topped the team in 
offensive rebounds (2.5 orpg) 

•	 Led UA with nine games 
of five or more assists this 
season, while leading the 
team in rebounding 17 times, 
assists 14 games, steals 14 
times and blocks on 14 occa-
sions which are all team-best 
number
•	 Reached double figures in 
19 of 33 games 
•	 Had a career night vs. 
Georgia, accounting for a 
career-best 21 points to go 
along with five rebounds, 
four assists and three blocks 
(2/13)
•	 Matched that scoring 
output by going for 21 points, 
13 rebounds, four assists and 
three steals in the SEC semi-
final win over Tennessee 

(3/13)
•	 Accounted for 20 points, 
six rebounds and three steals 
in the NCAA Tournament 
first round win over Iona 
(3/20)
•	 Recorded a career-high 
four blocks along with 13 
points, 11 rebounds, six as-
sists and the game-winning 
layup in the SEC Champion-
ship win over LSU (3/14)

For all the latest informa-
tion on the team, follow Ala-
bamaMBB on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. General 
athletic news can be found @
UA_Athletics on Twitter and 
Instagram and Alabama Ath-
letics on Facebook.

Aaron Jordan
UA Athletics

Alabama’s Primo, Jones each selected in 2021 NBA Draft

Herb Jones’ NBA Draft watch party Thursday night.
UA ATHLETICS

LSU’s Brittley Humphrey and Florida State’s Trey Cunningham were the instructors in the two-day summer track camp at Cold Springs.
SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

AUBURN, Ala. – Auburn 
sophomore Tank Bigsby has 
been named to the Paul Hor-
nung Award watch list for 
college football’s most versa-
tile player.
	 The SEC’s co-freshman 
of the year in 2020, Bigs-
by ranked eighth in the 
Southeastern Conference in 
all-purpose yardage at 122.4 
yards per game last season, 
tallying 1,224 total yards to 
rank third among FBS fresh-
men.
	 Bigsby ranked No. 2 
among FBS freshman rush-

ers with 834 yards on 138 
carries with five rushing 
touchdowns, earning second 
team freshman All-America 
honors.
	 Bigsby is the first Auburn 
player to average 6.0 yards 
per carry since James Bostic 
in 1993. He logged four 100-
yard rushing games, the most 
ever by an Auburn freshman 
against SEC competition.
	 Bigsby added 300 kickoff 
return yards on 13 returns 
(23.1 yards per return) and 84 
receiving yards on 11 catches 
(7.6 yards per catch).
	 Here is the watch list 
for the 2021 Paul Hornung 
Award: https://www.louis-

villesports.org/paul-hor-
nung/watch-list-3/
	 The Louisville Sports 
Commission Thursday 
named 57 multi-talented col-
lege football players to the 
2021 watch list for the Paul 
Hornung Award presented 
by Texas Roadhouse.
	 The Paul Hornung 
Award, now in its 12th sea-
son, is given annually to the 
most versatile player in ma-
jor college football by the 
Louisville Sports Commis-
sion in the memory of the 
late football legend and Lou-
isville native Paul Hornung. 
The winner and his family 
will be honored at the annu-

al Paul Hornung Award din-
ner at the Galt House Hotel 
in downtown Louisville in 
March 2021.
	 The 2021 watch list play-
ers represent 53 universities 
from all 10 football confer-
ences, plus four independent 
schools, that are part of the 
NCAA Division I Football 
Bowl Subdivision.
	 The SEC leads the con-
ferences with nine players; 
the Big Ten and Big 12 each 
landed eight players; C-USA, 
Mountain West and Pac 12 
each have five players; the 
AAC and ACC have four; and 
the MAC and Sun Belt have 
three each. Independents 

Army, BYU, Liberty and No-
tre Dame each have one play-
er on the list.
	 The Paul Hornung Award 
has created an impressive 
legacy in 11 years including 
seven winners who were 
first round NFL draft picks – 
DeVonta Smith, Tavon Aus-
tin, Odell Beckham Jr., Shaq 
Thompson, Christian Mc-
Caffrey, Jabrill Peppers and 
Saquon Barkley.
	 Hornung, who passed 
away in his hometown at age 
84 on Nov. 13, 2020, played 
every position in the offen-
sive backfield during his 
career with the Irish in the 
1950s and also played defen-

sive safety, punted, place-
kicked and returned kickoffs. 
He was named All-America 
at quarterback as a senior 
and won the Heisman Tro-
phy in 1956, then was the first 
player selected in the NFL 
draft, going to Green Bay. 
He earned NFL MVP honors 
for the Packers in 1961 as a 
triple-threat halfback and 
placekicker by setting a sin-
gle-season NFL scoring re-
cord that stood for 46 years. 
He is a member of the Col-
lege and Pro Football Halls of 
Fame, and Vince Lombardi 
once called him, “The most 
versatile man ever to play the 
game.”

Jeff Shearer
AU Athletics

Auburn’s Tank Bigsby named to Paul Hornung Award watch list
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System (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Commis-
sion has announced that the 
Cullman County EMA’s Cull-
man County Notification Sys-
tem has been set up for the 
upcoming school year.
	 Notifications for local 
emergencies, severe weath-
er, special events and event 

traffic alerts will be delivered 
to registered phones via text, 
voice or email.
	 The new system also of-
fers parents and all registered 
new aspects of control by of-
fering the option to choose 
what type of alerts are sent, 
when they can be received 
and when they stop.
	 EMA Director Phyllis Lit-
tle spoke on the system shar-
ing, “The mass notification 

system’s primary use is going 
to be to get weather alerts 
out to the general public in 
the county, directly to your 
phone.
	 “These will be automat-
ic alerts that will be sent 
through the National Weath-
er Service. It is not something 
we will be keying in and will 
be delayed.”
	 Little continued, “The 
secondary use of this will be 

the alerts—Municipality will 
have an option to sign onto 
this, they will be able to an-
nounce their council meet-
ings or any special events 
they have in their communi-
ties. 
	 “They can announce road 
closures in their communi-
ties, whatever they feel like 
they need to get out to sub-
scribers who have chosen to 
get alerts from their munic-

ipality,” she explained, “The 
other thing, county depart-
ments will be able to send 
out closings. The commission 
office will be able to send out 
if the county commission of-
fice is closed for the day. Or 
send out notices about com-
mission meetings and the 
times for those. It is versatile. 
It is going to be a great thing 
for Cullman County. All it 
requires is local subscribers 

to get signed up. The com-
mission has purchased this 
system for the county. It is no 
charge to the municipalities; 
it is no charge to subscribers 
unless their phone system 
limits them on texting.”
	 The system is free and 
easy to join, by texting 
“CULLMANALERT” to 
69310 or signing up online 
at https://tinyurl.com/579x-
j5wd. 

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

Guidance (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Al-
abama Department of Public 
Health has released guide-
lines for public schools as the 
start of the 2021-2022 school 

year draws near.
	 As we have learned from 
the past year, information 
and recommendations are 
subject to change quickly. 
The latest mask guidance 
based on the ADPH toolkit 
follows.

On school campuses
Cullman County Schools rec-
ommends students and staff 
wear masks while on school 
campuses.
	 At the present time, this 
is a recommendation, not a 
requirement.

	 Both the Cullman County 
Commission on Education 
and Superintendent Barnette 
believe any mask require-
ment should be the decision 
of each parent.

During school transporta-

tion
CDC’s order to wear masks 
while on public conveyances 
applies to all public transpor-
tation including school buses. 
	 Passengers and drivers 
must wear masks on school 
buses at all times.

You may read the state Back 
to School guidance informa-
tion in its entirety by clicking 
here.
	 Further updates and 
changes will be communicat-
ed as needed.

Ty Watwood
Contributor

Trump (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Al-
abama Republican Party an-
nounced Monday that 45th 
U.S. President Donald Trump 
will visit Cullman Saturday, 
Aug. 21, for a “Save America” 
rally at the York farm, 1872 
County Road 469, venue for 
Rock the South, which will 
take place the week before.

A statement issued on 
Monday by Alabama GOP 
Chairman John Wahl said:
“President Donald J. Trump, 
45th President of the United 
States of America, will hold a 
major rally in Cullman, Ala-
bama on Saturday, August 21, 
2021, at 7:00 p.m. CDT.
	 “This ‘Save America’ rally 
will be held in conjunction 
with the Alabama Republican 
Party Summer Meeting and 
marks President Trump’s 
further support of the MAGA 
agenda and accomplishments 
of President Trump’s Admin-
istration.”
	 State Sen. Garlan Gudg-
er told The Tribune, “I have 
been working alongside John 
Wahl from the Republican 
state party to help organize 
local officials and I am thank-
ful that, after a lot of hard 
work, the former President, 
Donald Trump, has decided 
to come to Cullman, Ala-
bama! Every agency and enti-
ty that we have contacted lo-

cally has stepped up to work 
together as a team, to make 
this event ready for national 
exposure that will be coming 
Aug. 21.”

Cullman Mayor Woody Ja-
cobs talked about hosting 
former President Trump: 
“This was first brought to us 
a little over a week ago. We 
knew we would be working 
on a tight deadline if the City 
of Cullman wanted to have 
the opportunity for the for-
mer President to come here 
to address the patriotic cit-
izens of not only Cullman, 
but those who will come from 
all over to witness history in 
our town. This was going to 
require diligent teamwork 
and legal research while on a 
short leash.
	 “With that said, the con-
versations were always very 
productive with all those in-
volved. Anytime we have the 
potential to host a historical 
event in our small town, we 
need to all pull the rope in 
the same direction so that for 
generations to come, history 
will be forever etched into the 
City of Cullman.
	 “To do the opposite would 
be an injustice to our people. 
I know that the City of Cull-
man is very excited for this 
rare opportunity, and we will 
be willing to assist in any way 
that we are able and in any 
way that the Secret Service 
requires. This is new to all of 

us, and we just want to make 
sure it is safe, family-friendly 
and memorable.  
	 “The good news is that the 
private entities that needed 
to work out a deal regarding 
the event being held on pri-
vately owned property within 
the City were able to come to 
terms with impeccable tim-
ing. 
	 “At this time, we still are 
not certain as to what the 
City’s direct role may be; 
however, whatever that role 
may be, we will make sure 
our role falls within the law 
so that this will be a great and 
safe event, showcasing our 
patriotism, respect and hos-
pitality.”

Schedule of events

•	 2 p.m. – Doors open for 
a “45 Fest” with live music, 
food and beverage conces-
sions and special guest speak-
ers

•	 5 p.m. – Pre-program 
speakers deliver remarks

•	 7 p.m. – 45th President 
Donald J. Trump delivers 
remarks on “Freedom, Faith 
and America” 

For more information or to 
apply for free tickets, visit
https://secure.anedot.com/
alabama-republican-par-
ty/4aeec8a9-aca2-4879-b4b4
-3b590108492e.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

EDUCATION

City Board of Education holds Aug. 2 meeting
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City School Board 
met early Tuesday morning 
to discuss proceedings for the 
upcoming school year. 

The Board approved the 
following agreements:
•	 Joint Purchasing Agree-
ment with Sand Mountain 
CNP Cooperative beginning 
July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022 

•	 Interagency Agree-
ment between Cullman City 

Schools and Family Support 
Services LLC beginning Aug. 
1, 2021 - July 31, 2022 

•	 Memorandum of Under-
standing between Therapy 
Partners Inc. and Cullman 
City Board of Education

•	 Bulletin Display Agree-
ment between Cullman City 
Head Start and Quality Out-
door Advertising LLC begin-
ning Sept. 1, 2021 - March 1, 
2022 

•	 Preliminary Teachers Ex-
cellence and Accountability 

for Mathematics and Science 
contracts with the following 
teachers effective Aug. 1, 2021 
- June 30, 2022: Brandon 
Hyatt, Jeremy Clemmons, 
Michelle Greenlee, Emily 
Ray, Leann Evans and Kim 
Graves.

•	 Advanced Teachers Ex-
cellence and Accountability 
for Mathematics and Science 
(TEAMS) Natalie Tielking ef-
fective Aug. 1, 2021 - June 30, 
2026 

•	 Contract with Aman-

da Tanner to provide Early 
Childhood Education consul-
tation services for Cullman 
City Head Start effective Aug. 
1 2021 - July 31, 2022 

•	 Contract for Christy Free 
to provide Social Emotional 
Learning services for Cull-
man City Primary School ef-
fective July 21, 2021 - July 29, 
2021

•	 Contract with Lois Bice to 
prepare for Head Start 2021-
2022 school year effective 
July 19, 2021 - Aug. 4, 2021 
(Head Start Funds). 

Cullman Middle School 
Principal Jake Johnson in-
troduced freshly approved 
Tracie McPhillips (girls’ PE 
and volleyball coach and Tara 
Richard (adjunct Health Sci-
ence teacher), along with re-
cently approved Brett Hazel-
rigs (7th grade Mathematics) 
and Caitlyn Bowling (Family 
and Consumer Science). Ja-
mie Burgess (8th grade Com-
puter Science) was also hired 
earlier this summer. Con-
senting agenda items for the 
meeting were the Head Start 
Quarterly Federal Financial 
Report on June 30, 2021, the 

salvaging of outdated Math 
and German textbooks from 
Cullman High School, salvag-
ing of Dell Latitude Comput-
er (#04405) from Head Start 
and the salvaging of outdated 
Math, English and Reading 
textbooks from West Ele-
mentary School. Head Start 
has also been granted a Man-
agement Specialist and ACF-
IM-HS-21-03 Fiscal Year 
2022 Monitoring Process. 
	 The next regularly sched-
uled City Board of Education 
meeting will be Tuesday, Aug. 
17, at 8 a.m. in the Central 
Board Room.

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com
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Ceremony (from Front)

VINEMONT, Ala. — The 
new pavilion at the South 
Vinemont Sports Complex 
was dedicated to Tyler Walk-
er at a ceremony held this 
past Saturday. Walker, who 
funded the materials need-
ed for the pavilion, and his 
daughter Brooklyn were 
killed when the plane he was 
piloting crashed shortly af-
ter takeoff from Cullman 
Regional Airport on Jan. 5, 
2020. 
	 Mayor Radginal Dodson 
called Walker a “visionary” 
due to the many contribu-
tions he made to the town 
of South Vinemont. Dodson 
added, “Tyler actually paid 

for the pavilion. All we did 
was provide the labor. It was 
brought up before the coun-
cil and Tyler jumped up and 
said, ‘If y’all will put the pavil-
ion up, I’ll pay for it.’” 
	 Walker wanted the fam-
ilies at the ballpark to have a 
place to eat while watching 
ballgames. Finding a spot to 
place the pavilion took some 
time but the project had been 
completed to his death. 
	 It was suggested by Walk-
er’s good friend and local 
businessman, Jeremy Har-
bison, that his late friend 
be honored in some way. A 
plaque was designed by Jere-
my and his wife, Angela. Dod-
son said, “We went to Jeremy 
to make sure the plaque was 
done in a way that would 

make the family happy and us 
happy. They did a great job.” 

	 Walker’s family and 
friends attended the ceremo-

ny Saturday morning along 
with the mayor and town 

council as the plaque was un-
veiled.Christy Perry

christy@cullmantribune.com

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 
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Obituary Announcements: August 3

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

Rodney Steven 
Wynn, 46, of Cullman
Funeral service for 
Rodney Steven Wynn, 
age 46, of Cullman, will 
be at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 
3, at Daystar Church with 
Jerry Lawson and Devin 
Wyman officiating. 
Graveside service will 
be Wednesday, Aug. 4, 
from 10-11 a.m. at Blair 
Cemetery. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mr. 
Wynn passed away 
Saturday, July 31. He was 
born April 10, 1975, in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
to Charles and Gail 
Wynn. He is preceded 
in death by his mother-
in-law: Pam Campbell. 
Survivors include his 
wife: Sunshine Wynn; 
two sons: Houston Smith 
and Hayden Wynn; 
parents: Charles and Gail 
Wynn; fathers-in-law: 
Kenny Smith and Keith  
Campbell; sister-in-law: 
Winter (Brad) Horbal; 
niece: Lily Horbal and 
a host of aunts, uncles, 
cousins and friends. 
Visitation will be from 

3-7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 3,
at Daystar Church.

Gary Hill Cobb, 
67, of Cullman
Gary Hill Cobb, aged 
67, died suddenly at 
his home in Cullman 
July 31. He was born in 
Cullman May 29, 1954. 
He had been beset by 
a number of chronic 
physical problems over 
the years. A graduate 
of the University of 
North Alabama, Gary 
had graduate degrees 
from UAB and UAH. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents: Buell E. 
Cobb, Sr., and Kathryn 
McDaniel Cobb. He 
leaves behind three 
beloved brothers: Buell 
E. Cobb, Jr. (Mary), 
William Joseph Cobb 
(Sue Bell) and James 
Michael Cobb (Jan) 
and by their children 
and grandchildren. He 
will be remembered 
by many friends and 
family members for 
his sharp mind and 
wit, for his great heart 
and compassion for 
others, for a consistently 
positive attitude in 
the face of adversity 
and for his enduring 
faith. Services will be 
held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 
August 3, at Moss 
Service Funeral Home 
(1901 Second Ave. NW, 
Cullman) with visitation 
preceding from 1-2 p.m. 
The family requests 
that all attendees wear 
masks. In lieu of flowers, 
contributions may be 
made to South Cullman 
Church of Christ.  

Byron Twitty, 
53, of Hanceville
Funeral services 
for Byron Twitty of 
Hanceville, Alabama will 
be 2 p.m. Friday, Aug. 6, at 
Pleasant Grove Church 
in Colony, Alabama. 
Burial will follow in the 
adjoining cemetery. Mr. 
Twitty will lie in repose 
at the church from 1:00 
p.m. until service time. 
Visitation will be from 
5:30-8 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 5, at Hanceville 
Funeral Home. Mr. 
Twitty was born to 
Albert and Ella (Nall) 
Twitty April 6, 1968, in 
Cullman. He died at the 
age of 53 at his residence 
August 2, 2021. 
Survivors include his 
wife: Kimberly Purifoy 
Twitty; son: Keith Twitty 
II; mother: Ella Marie 
Sims; brothers: Albert 
Twitty Jr., Renaldo 
Smiley, Michael Twitty 
and Marvis Sims; a 
sister: Demtrice Sims 
and a host of nieces and 
nephews. Mr. Twitty was 
preceded in death by his 
father: Albert Twitty.

Anita Ilene Thompson 
Wood, 97, of Cullman
Memorial services 
are incomplete at this 
time for Anita Ilene 
Thompson Wood, 97, 
of Cullman. Cullman 
Funeral Home is 
honored to be serving 
the Wood family. Mrs. 
Wood passed away 
Saturday, July 31, at 
her residence.  She was 
born August 22, 1923, 
to L.L. and Josephine 
Clara Thompson.  She 

was a lifelong member 
of Faith Baptist Church. 
She loved her family. 
She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
her husband: Erskine 
Patrick Wood; son-
in-law: Clifford Ray 
Thornton; grandson: 
Chris Harper and 
brothers and sisters. 
Survivors include 
her daughters: Pat 
Thornton, Sharron 
(Robert) Harper, Susan 
(Bobby) Aldridge 
and Donna Wood; 
grandchildren: Autumn 
(Chad) Patterson, Jerrid 
(Shanna) Thornton, 
Steve Harper, Cindy 
(Thomas) Humphries 
and Ben Aldridge; 
great-grandchildren: 
J.C. Patterson, Max 
Patterson, Caleb 
Thornton, Chloe Harper, 
Mary Emma Harper, 
June and Georgia 
Humphries and family 
and friends. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
c o m

Gary Morris Parkins, 
56, of Double Springs
Gary Morris Parkins, age 
56, of Double Springs 
entered into rest Friday, 
July 30, at Walker Baptist 
Medical Center. Mr. 
Parkins was born July 
22, 1965, in Haleyville, 
Alabama and graduated 
from Winston County 
High School in 1983, 
where he played on the 
football team. He loved 
“fixing up” classic cars, 
playing music and riding 
his motorcycles. The 

family will hold a private 
service at a later date. 
Gary is survived by his 
wife: Jan Parkins; son: 
Gary “Bubba” Parkins; 
daughter: Amber 
Parkins; sister: Sharon 
P. Neeley; stepsister: 
Martha Jane Hood; 
brother: Dennis Pace; 
dad: Jimmy Batchelor; 
four grandchildren and a 
host of other family and 
friends.He was preceded 
in death by his mother: 
Betty Batchelor; brother: 
Christopher Ray 
Batchelor; stepbrother: 
Jimmy Luther Batchelor 
and grandmother: 
Kizzie Howell.

Loy Benefield, 90, of 
Decatur, AL (formerly 
of Holly Pond)
Loy Benefield, 90, of 
Decatur, AL (formerly 
of Holly Pond) passed 
away Sunday, Aug. 1. 
Funeral services for Mr. 
Benefield will be 1 p.m., 
Thursday, Aug. 5, in 
the Holly Pond Funeral 
Home Chapel. Burial 
will follow in Holly Pond 
Cemetery. Friends may 
visit with the family 
on Wednesday, Aug. 
4 here at the funeral 
home from 6-9 p.m. A 
full obituary will follow 
at a later time. Holly 
Pond Funeral Home 
is honored to serve 
the Benefield family.

Daniel Domonick 
Spicer, 42, of Cullman
Funeral Service for 
Daniel Domonick Spicer, 
age 42, of Cullman, 
will be at 2 p.m. Friday, 
Aug. 6, at Cullman 

Heritage Funeral Home. 
Visitation will be from 
noon – 2 p.m. prior to 
the service. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mr. 
Spicer passed away 
Sunday, Aug. 1, at his 
residence. He was born 
Wednesday, May 16, 
1979, in Michigan. He was 
preceded in death by his 
father-in-law: Michael 
Scavarda and son: 
Nate Spicer. Survivors 
include his wife: 
Catherine Spicer; son: 
Noah Spicer; brother: 
Jimmy Ray (Christy) 
Beaty; mother-in-law: 
Dianne Scavarda and a 
host of nieces, nephews, 
family and friends.

Geraldine Parson, 
73, of Hanceville
Memorial Service for 
Geraldine Parson, age 
73, of Hanceville, will be 
at 11 a.m. Friday, Aug. 6, 
at Damascus Missionary 
Baptist Church. Mrs. 
Parson passed away 
Monday, Aug. 2, at her 
residence. She was 
born Sept. 24, 1947, 
in Orlando, Florida to 
Harry and Ruby Monroe. 
She was preceded in 
death by her parents and 
brother: Don Monroe. 
Survivors include her 
husband: Billy Parson; 
children: Shannon 
Erwin, Billy Wayne 
Parson and Joye Parson; 
six grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren; 
sisters: Carole Epstein 
and Valerie G. Krauss and 
brothers: Leon Monroe 
and Vaughn Monroe.
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
Tick exposure can occur 
year-round, but ticks are 
most active during warmer 
months (April-September). 
Know which ticks are most 
common in your area.

Before you go outdoors
•	 Know where to expect 
ticks. Ticks live in grassy, 
brushy or wooded areas, or 
even on animals. Spending 
time outside walking your 
dog, camping, gardening 
or hunting could bring you 
in close contact with ticks. 
Many people get ticks in 
their own yard or neighbor-
hood.

•	 Treat clothing and gear 
with products containing 
0.5% permethrin. Perme-
thrin can be used to treat 
boots, clothing and camping 
gear and remain protective 
through several washings. 
Alternatively, you can buy 
permethrin-treated clothing 
and gear.

•	 Use Environmental Pro-
tection Agency-registered 
insect repellents containing 
DEET, picaridin, IR3535, Oil 
of Lemon Eucalyptus, pa-
ra-menthane-diol (PMD), or 
2-undecanone. EPA’s helpful 
search tool (https://www.
epa.gov/insect-repellents/
find-repellent-right-you) 
can help you find the product 
that best suits your needs. Al-
ways follow product instruc-
tions. Do not use products 
containing OLE or PMD on 
children under 3 years old.

•	 Avoid contact with ticks

•	 Avoid wooded and brushy 
areas with high grass and leaf 
litter.

•	 Walk in the center of 

trails.

After you come indoors
Check your clothing for ticks. 
Ticks may be carried into the 
house on clothing. Any ticks 
that are found should be re-
moved.
	 Tumble dry clothes in 
a dryer on high heat for 10 
minutes to kill ticks on dry 
clothing after you come in-
doors. 
	 If the clothes are damp, 
additional time may be need-
ed.
	 If the clothes require 
washing first, hot water is 
recommended. Cold and me-
dium temperature water will 
not kill ticks.
	 Examine gear and pets. 

Ticks can ride into the home 
on clothing and pets, then 
attach to a person later, so 
carefully examine pets, coats 
and daypacks.
	 Shower soon after being 
outdoors. Showering within 
two hours of coming indoors 
has been shown to reduce 
your risk of getting Lyme 
disease and may be effective 
in reducing the risk of other 
tickborne diseases. 
	 Showering may help wash 
off unattached ticks and it is a 
good opportunity to do a tick 
check.
	 Check your body for 
ticks after being outdoors. 
Conduct a full body check 
upon return from potentially 
tick-infested areas, including 

your own backyard.
	 Use a hand-held or full-
length mirror to view all 
parts of your body.

Check these parts of your 
body and your child’s body 
for ticks:
•	 Under the arms

•	 In and around the ears

•	 Inside belly button

•	 Back of the knees

•	 In and around the hair

•	 Between the legs

•	 Around the waist

Tips and tricks to avoid picking up ticks
CDC
Contributor

Caring
for our
community. 
At Cullman Regional, our focus is on our community. 
That’s why we’re expanding our facilities, creating 
hundreds of new jobs, and continuing to add 
millions of dollars to our local economy.

cullmanregional.com

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

CDC


