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CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man High School teacher and 
coach Casey Harbin has been 
passed the baton as Burger-
meister for the 2021 Cullman 
Oktoberfest. With Cullman’s 
German heritage and histo-
ry, Oktoberfest is an annual 
event that brings members 
together from all across the 
community with local and 
German-themed activities.
	 On the process of being 
chosen as Burgermeister, 
Harbin said, “To the best of 
my knowledge, you are nom-
inated by people in the com-
munity and the nominees are 
then voted on by the Okto-
berfest board.”
	 “It has been more of a 
fantasy than a goal!”, Harbin 

laughed.
	 “My friends and I joked 
about being the Burgermeis-
ter for years, but I never re-
ally considered it a reality. 
Even in July when someone 
when someone said they 
nominated me, I responded 
with, ‘Haha, well thanks but I 
doubt that will ever happen!’ 
And here we sit.”
	 While Harbin is still wait-
ing to get the exact details 
of his official duties as Bur-
germeister, he said, “I know 
I will be doing a lot of pub-
lic appearances and visiting 
sponsors in the weeks lead-
ing up to Oktoberfest. When 
the actual festival starts, I 
will serve as a sort of Master 
of Ceremonies; mostly, I am 
there to keep things fun and 
entertaining for everyone!”
	 When speaking on the 

honor of being selected as 
this year’s Burgermeister, 
Harbin shared, “Being the 
Burgermeister means so 
much to me. Not only do I 
have the opportunity to rep-
resent my amazing family 
and their contributions to 
Oktoberfest over the years, 
but also to represent the in-
credible school system that 
has been such a big part of my 
life the last decade.”
	 The 2021 Cullman Okto-
berfest is scheduled to take 
place Sept. 30 – Oct. 2, and 
will be held in Downtown 
Cullman at the Festhalle and 
County Museum, located at 
211 Second Ave. NE.
	 Find more informa-
tion at https://festivalnet.
c o m / 6 8 1 5/ C u l l m a n - A l a -
bama/Ethnic-Festivals/Cull-
man-Oktoberfest.

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

Oktoberfest announces the 2021 
Burgermeister: Casey Harbin
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HOLLY POND, Ala. — As the 
Holly Pond Bronco Marching 
Band performed last Friday, 
they did so under the di-
rection of their new leader. 
Steven Porter recently took 
over the Holly Pond Band 
program and he is excited 
about returning to Cullman 
County. Porter had previous-
ly served as the director of 
bands at Hanceville. 
 Porter had been looking 
to return to directing after 
establishing a choir program 
at Monrovia Middle School 
in Madison County when an 
unexpected opportunity was 
presented. “It was a whirl-

wind because it was so fast,” 
Porter said. After searching 
for an open position over the 
summer, Porter got a call the 
week before band camp was 
scheduled to begin for the 
Bronco band. 
 After working out an 
agreement with Monrovia, 
Porter arrived in Holly Pond 
and the short time to prepare 
has been challenging, but he 
was certainly up for it. He 
said, “Coming in like that, it’s 
not a good idea to start a new 
show. They had already spent 
time on it, so we just went 
with what we got.” Their 2021 
show is titled “Respect” and 
features songs by Lady Gaga, 
Aretha Franklin, Billie Eilish 
and Taylor Swift. “The songs 

used, everyone can have their 
own interpretation, but I 
think it’s more about respect-
ing a person for their individ-
uality because everybody’s 
different,” Porter explained. 
 The Holly Pond Band 
has 28 members ranging 
from grades 7-12. Porter has 
hopes of growing the pro-
gram and believes that being 
able to teach music at Welti 
two times a week, as well 
as teaching the 6th and 7th 
grades bands each day, will 
help facilitate that growth. 
With 10 sixth-grade band stu-
dents this year, he is already 
encouraged. 
 Porter said, “The idea is to 
just keep it going, give a hook 
and give them 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
focus at Thursday evening’s 
Hanceville City Council 
meeting was on how to best 
allocate the money expected 
from the American Rescue 

Plan. Hanceville is also ex-
pecting additional money 
from a recent settlement 
from Tyson. Mayor Kenneth 
Nail presented his ideas and 
suggestions to which the 
council supported. 
 Mayor Nail informed the 
council, “We found out that 

you can’t use COVID money 
to pay against the new se-
nior citizen building because 
there’s already a federal grant 
there.” After learning that the 
money could not be used for 
the senior center, Nail shift-
ed his focus to the Hancev-
ille Civic Center, which has 

served as the main location 
for distribution of food and 
other COVID-19-related 
items throughout the pan-
demic. The civic center is 
also the location the City of 
Hanceville uses for storage of 
PPE and other inventory per-
taining to emergency COVID 

response.
 For those reasons, Nail 
said, “I feel like we could use 
the COVID money for that 
building.” The city has spent 
much of the past year ren-
ovating and making major 
improvements to the civic 
center and Nail 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Hanceville City Council discusses allocation 
of incoming American Rescue Plan funds
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CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Electric Coopera-
tive wants customers to pre-
pare for potential outages 
with Hurricane Ida and the 
potential threat that the se-
vere weather could bring. 

	 Communications Direc-
tor Brian Lacy said a storm 
meeting was held with their 
staff on Friday to look the 
path of the storm and be 
weather aware. 
	 “Hurricanes are difficult 
to predict for our area, be-
cause we are so far away from 
the coast,” Lacy said, “How 

much rain we get and the po-
tential for severe storms will 
depend on the exact path of 
the storm and how quickly it 
moves inland, and we won’t 
know that for several more 
days.
	 “We could receive noth-
ing more than a little rain. We 
could see heavier rain with 

the potential for flash flood-
ing.
	 “Or we could get some se-
vere storms with a threat of 
tornadoes.
	 “We won’t know until ear-
ly next week, which is why we 
are asking our members to 
be weather aware so they are 
prepared if we do have severe 

weather.” 
	 Lacy said, internally, they 
are preparing as they always 
do. 
	 “We are communicating 
with the National Weather 
Service and our local emer-
gency management agency 
so that our team is ready to 
respond if needed,” Lacy said. 

WEATHER

Cullman co-op prepares customers for severe storms
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Monday, Aug. 
30, COVID-19 
update from 
the Alabama 

Department of Public 
Health’s COVID-19 Dash-
board Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK) No updates 
available

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospital-
izations and deaths, ADPH 
will be updating its dash-
board less frequently. Ef-
fective June 7, the Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard will 
update Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday; the Vaccine 
Distribution Dashboard will 
update Tuesday and Thurs-
day and no weekend updates 
will be made. Additional in-
formation may be provided 
in the future as ADPH gath-
ers more data on the pan-
demic.

*The dashboard has been 
redesigned to help people 
better understand the cur-
rent transmission levels in 
their communities and the 
impact of COVID-19 in Al-

abama. The moving 7-day 
sum is updated daily instead 
of weekly--instead of a 3, 
7 and 14-day average, the 
dashboard will provide a 
7-day moving sum for cases. 
The 2020 and 2021 break-
downs of cases and deaths 
will be provided - not just a 
total sum over both years.

Case details (Updated 
Monday, Wednesday, Fri-
day)  No updates for these 
numbers available
•	 Change in Cases: -22.7% 
(No update available) 
•	 Positivity in Tests: 21.3%
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2020): 388,865
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2021): 305,658
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama  (2020): 7,178 
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2021): 5,044
•	 Change in cases in Cull-
man Co.: - 18.8% (No update 
available)
•	 Positivity in tests in 
Cullman Co.: 14.6%
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2020): 7,591
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2021): 4,748
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 

(2020): 129 
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2021): 89 
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co. in the last 7 days: 2,786
•	 Total tested positive in 
Cullman Co. in the last 7 
days: 406
•	 Total tested in Alabama 
in the last 7 days: 114,664
•	 Total positive tests in 
Alabama in the last 7 days: 
24,417
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 2,815

Vaccine details (updated 
Tues, Thurs) No updates 
for these numbers avail-
able
•	 Doses Delivered to Ala-
bama: 5,909,105
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 3,486,735
•	 Doses administered: 
3,872,795 (No update avail-
able)
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
2,261,564 (No update avail-
able)
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine se-
ries: 1,736,441 (No update 
available)
•	 Doses delivered to feder-

al programs: 2,422,370

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c o v i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s e t s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

Variants of SARS-CoV-2
Variants of SARS-CoV-2 
continue to circulate in Ala-
bama and pose a significant 
threat of increased disease. 
Variants of concern report-
ed, as of July 9, are Alpha 
(820 cases), Beta (2 cases), 
Gamma (31 cases) and Delta 
(56 cases). These variants 
are more transmissible, spe-
cifically the Alpha and the 
Delta, and some variants 
have less response to treat-
ments such as monoclonal 
antibodies. 

Percent positivity esca-
lates
Alabama’s current state-
wide percent positivity for 

COVID-19 has increased to 
its highest level since Feb-
ruary 2021, at 7.7%. This is 
equal to the percent positiv-
ity recorded April 3, when 
vaccines had not been read-
ily available.

Percent increase in 
COVID-19 cases
The number of COVID-19 
cases reported in Alabama 
has risen 39% from June 
26 - July 9. The best way to 
prevent getting the highly 
infectious and easily trans-
missible Delta variant or any 
other strain of COVID-19 is 
to get vaccinated as quickly 
as possible. The vaccines we 
have are highly effective and 
their benefits far outweigh 
any risks. Only a very small 
percentage of deaths due to 
COVID-19 are among the 
fully vaccinated population. 

COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions increase
As of July 14, 341 persons 
were reported hospitalized 
as a result of COVID-19 
disease. On July 3, 179 per-
sons were hospitalized due 
to COVID-19. Increases in 
numbers of COVID-19 cases 

and hospitalizations due to 
COVID-19 are the result of 
low vaccine rates and unvac-
cinated persons not follow-
ing preventive measures for 
themselves such as wearing 
masks, good hand hygiene 
and social distancing.  So 
long as Alabama has such 
low rates of vaccination, cas-
es will continue to rise, pos-
ing risk of illness and death 
from COVID-19, as well as 
threatening the ability of 
our health care system to 
treat all Alabamians.

Make vaccination a pri-
ority
This July 14, 4,124 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine were ad-
ministered in the state. At 
the height of vaccine admin-
istration on April 8, 45,128 
vaccine doses were given. 
Young people and others 
who are taking a wait-and-
see stance on vaccination 
should be aware that they 
need to protect themselves, 
their families, friends and 
communities by getting 
vaccinated as soon as they 
can. Safe, effective and free 
vaccine shields vulnerable 
people and saves lives.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported August 30, 2021. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Aug. 26
•	 criminal mischief; Teem 
Rd.
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 91
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; Trim-
ble Rd.
•	 theft of property; CR 1640

Aug. 27
•	 theft of property; CR 587
•	 unauthorized use of mo-
tor vehicle; CR 613
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of drug para-
phernalia; attempt to elude 
police officer; CR 520
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 31
•	 criminal mischief; Beech 
Ave. SE
•	 harassment; criminal 
mischief; trespassing; CR 541
•	 burglary; CR 1371
•	 theft of property; CR 896
•	 domestic violence; CR 831
•	 theft of property; CR 747
•	 criminal mischief; Colony 
Rd. 
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 437
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia; Sports-
man Lake Rd.

Aug. 28
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1336
•	 domestic violence; CR 
398
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1386
•	 burglary; CR 1246
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; CR 
1339
•	 assault; CR 984
•	 theft of property; CR 1176
•	 burglary; Daniel Rd.
•	 theft of property; crim-
inal mischief; burglary; CR 
134
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
Hwy. 69 N

Aug. 29
•	 domestic violence; CR 
565
•	 unlawful possession of 

controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 1742
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; CR 1269

ARRESTS
Aug. 26-29
Bibby, Michael Hulon; 46
•	 assault-domestic vio-
lence- strangulation or suffo-
cation 

Burton, Shon Clark; 48
•	 open container alcohol in 
a vehicle
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Gillis, Melanie Sheree; 40
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine

Henderson, Brittany Dyan; 
34
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Kelley, William Ray; 57
•	 Family Offense- first-de-
gree financial exploitation of 
the elderly 

McGinnis, Michael Lee; 40
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-non-family
•	 attempt to commit con-
trolled substance crime
•	 soliciting a controlled 
substance crime
•	 Family Offense- causing 
of delinquency, dependency 
or need of supervision 

Meeks, Bradford Neal; 31
•	 FTA- assault-simple as-
sault 
•	 FTA- homicide-criminal-
ly negligent homicide-vehic-
ular (DUI)

Quick Sr., Dustin Grant; 41
•	 fraud-swindle/home re-
pair
•	 larceny/theft-miscella-
neous theft

Alsup, Bryan Donneal; 47
•	 assault-harassment 

Bishop, Kenedi Suzane; 26
•	 FTA- assault-child 
abuse-simple-family 

Colwell, Mindi Michelle; 36
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs (2 counts)

Dodgen, Austin Lee; 30
•	 FTA- assault-child 
abuse-simple-family

Drawdy, Dennis Dwayne; 46
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 

•	 unlawful possession of 
a concealed weapon on per-
son/vehicle

Gable, Jeremy Clint; 41
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

Garrison Jr., Ronald Ray-
mond; 43
•	 burglary-residence-no 
force
•	 damaged property-crimi-
nal mischief
•	 larceny/theft-theft of ar-
ticle from auto
•	 public intoxication

Hall, Marty Ray; 47
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Hill, Cade Daylon; 22
•	 forgery-possessing forged 
instrument (26 counts)

Hill, James Edward; 51
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Johnson, Julie Kay; 23
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

McClure, Ashley Elizabeth; 
18
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

McIntyre Jr., Bryan David; 
36
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended (2 counts)
•	 FTA- reckless driving 

Parris, Andrew Earl; 42
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 

Savage, Joseph Anthony; 41
•	 Judges Order- child sup-
port

Shaffer, Dameon Shawn; 24
•	 possession of heroin
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 fraud-gas drive off
•	 attempting to elude po-
lice officer

Smitherman, Brelyn Allen; 
24
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Vance, Judy Lynn; 49
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine

Vaughn, Patrick Phillip; 41
•	 driving while license sus-
pended

Washington, Icsis Yvonne; 
18
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

Weaver, Aaron Robert; 36
•	 FTA- stolen vehicles-auto 
theft

Wiggins, Patrick Braden; 38
•	 Judges Orders- posses-
sion of dangerous drugs

Wilson, Patrick Bryant; 52
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Aug. 27
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; person; unknown; 
tag; $50
•	 theft of lost property; 
fraudulent use of credit/debit 
card; miscellaneous charges;
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 
157; miscellaneous; $195
•	 third-degree domestic vi-
olence-harassment; person; 
4th Ave. SE

Aug. 28
•	 first-degree theft by de-
ception; person; cash
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass; Jack’s Hamburgers; 
Main Ave. SW
•	 assault; person; 4th St. 
SW

Aug. 29
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; third-de-
gree theft of property; fraud-
ulent use of credit/debit card; 
Lee Ave. SW
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass; Wal-Mart; Olive St. 
SW

ARRESTS
Aug. 27
Parris, Andrew E.; 42
•	 third-degree burglary

Shaffer, Dameon S.; 24
•	 FTA- fourth-degree re-
ceiving stolen property

Aug. 28
Garrison, Sierra L.; 32
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Graves, Kevin D.; 35
•	 third-degree criminal 
mischief 

Lee, Brandon W.; 29
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
(3 counts)

•	 FTA- improper lane us-
age
•	 FTA- DUI
•	 FTA- fail to register vehi-
cle
•	 FTA- switched tag
•	 FTA- driving without 
driver’s license

Morrison, Tammy; 51
•	 public intoxication

Aug. 29
Shine, Tara M.; 29
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Gilbert, Shauna N.; 37
•	 first-degree receiving sto-
len property

McClendon, Randy J.; 40
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass

Swann, Michael D.; 56
•	 fourth-degree receiving 
stolen property 

Dodgen, Austin L; 30
•	 FTA- third-degree assault 
•	 FTA- harassment (2 
counts)

Hankins, Joshua J.; 32
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Barnes, Johnathon R.; 35
•	 DUI (controlled sub-
stance)

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Aug. 30

CULLMAN, Ala. — A Cull-
man man was arrested fol-

lowing a traffic stop in Garden 
City after sheriff’s deputies 
found counterfeit $1 bills in 
the vehicle. 
	 Cade Hill, 22, of Cullman, 

was a passenger in a vehicle 
that was stopped for a traffic 
violation by Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office deputies Aug. 
28. 

	 During this stop, Hill was 
found to be in possession of 
26 counterfeit $1 bills. 
	 He was charged with 26 
counts of possession of a 

forged instrument. 
	 He was arrested and 
transported to the Cullman 
County Detention Center 
without incident. 

	 Arrests are public infor-
mation. All persons arrested 
are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of 
law.

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Stop (from Front)

WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal record, 
able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-employment 

 drug and alcohol screening,  must be 21 years of age 
 or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

BENEFITS OFFERED: BCBS Insurance, Life 
 Insurance, Dental Insurance and 401K 

 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$100.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$150.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe 
at East Side Baptist 
Church, 1111 Third St. 
SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/
face covering.

Baileyton Bargain 
Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station 
next to the town’s park
• Beauty and health 
products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food 
and many everyday 
items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items 
of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation. 
There will be some re-
strictions and product 
limits on the items. 
Cash and checks ac-
cepted. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous 
The Grace of God 
group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Monday and 
Thursday nights from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next 
to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-
347-1097, 256-841-
2209 or 256-708-1340

Church Services- 
Spirit Life Church of 
GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph 
Dr. NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Come and pray with 
us or come to receive 
prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. Children welcome.
• Classes- Wednesday- 
Sept. 1- 7 p.m. Chil-
dren and youth classes. 
Adult men’s class: “Be 
the Man” , Adult wom-
en’s class “Design Your 
Life”
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Small group 
classes for adults, chil-
dren and youth at 10 
a.m. Praise and wor-
ship and message at 11 
a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- 
Free hot meals for chil-
dren Mondays 11 a.m. 
– noon, Tuesdays 1 p.m. 
- 2 p.m. and Wednes-
days-Fridays 11 a.m. – 
noon Cullman Housing 
Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 
256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or 
take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry, 
and Spirit Life Church. 
• Sundays-9 a.m. Van 
runs in 5 Points Area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Small group 
classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10 
a.m. Praise and Wor-
ship and message at 11 
a.m. 
• Kids Loving Kids 
Birthday Blessings 
serves children ages 
1-18 in need of assis-
tance to celebrate 
their birthday. Regis-
ter your child and pick 
up a birthday box with 

cake mix, icing, sprin-
kles, decorations and 
toys! Pick up is the last 
weekend of the month. 
Saturday (5100 Curry 
Highway Suite 100-B 
Jasper AL 35504) from 
3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month 
at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1 
p.m.  Birth certificate 
is required at the time 
of box pickup. Regis-
ter at https://form.jot-
form.com/203435614-
640045. For more 
information, text or 
call 205-717-7478.
• Kids Loving Kids 
-outreach program 
to provide CHRIST-
MAS gifts for chil-
dren, ages infant-18 
years, to help parents 
in need of assistance. 
Register now through 
midnight on Novem-
ber 15th for December 
pickup.  https://form.
j o t f o r m . c o m / 2 0 2 -
483601332041 or face-
b o o k . c o m / k i d s l o v -
ingkids and look for 
registration info there. 
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-
7478.
• Free Community 
Dinner at Center Hill 
Baptist Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 
Wednesday of every 
month we will be offer-
ing a Free Community 
Dinner. Church mem-
bers, community mem-
bers, neighbors and 
friends are welcome. 
This will be takeout 
only. Please message 
or comment with how 
many plates you will 
need to help us prepare 
enough food for every-
one. RSVP at http://bit.
ly/centerhill. 
• 13108 County Road 
747, Hanceville, AL 
35077

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere 
ID. Entrega en su vehí-
culo. Por favor use mas-
carilla.

Grief Share Meetings 
Fall Semester (Cull-
man First Baptist 
Church)
August – November 
- The fall semester of 
Grief Share is taking 
place at Cullman First 
Baptist Church. Week-
ly meetings are at 6 
p.m. on Tuesdays in 
Room 215. These meet-
ings will run through 
Nov. 9. Anyone who has 
experienced the loss of 
a friend or loved one is 
welcomed to join us for 
this faith-based pro-
gram to help deal with 
the effects of grief and 
loss. Workbooks for the 
semester are $15, but 
scholarship funds are 
available for anyone 
who would like to at-
tend. You can register 
online at https://www.
griefshare.org/ or just 
show up a little early 
for the next meeting.  
Please contact Tammie 
Dunkling at 256-339-
2999 with any ques-
tions.

Festhalle Farmers 
Market
• 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Open 
every Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday from 
April – October
• Stop by to shop the 
freshest produce from 
Cullman-based farms.
• For more informa-
tion, call 256-590-5009 
or send an email to 
mgraveman@cullman-

recreation.org 

Agriplex Children’s 
Summer/Fall Camp 
Programs
• Sept. 4 - 9 a.m., Farm 
Kids Club County Fair 
Crafts: Create handi-
crafts that can be en-
tered in the Cullman 
County Fair and win 
prizes!
• Sept. 10 - 10 a.m., Lit-
tle Farmers “The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar”: 
Explore the miracle of 
the butterfly life cycle 
through the beloved 
Eric Carle classic.
• Sept. 30 - 9 a.m., 
Heritage Homeschool 
Harvest & Seed Saving: 
Harvest the falls boun-
ty at the Agriplex and 
save seeds for your very 
own collection. We will 
pick, taste and learn 
how to preserve the 
harvest.
• Oct. 2 - 9 a.m., Farm 
Kids Club Pumpkin 
Patch: Pick a pumpkin 
out of our patch and 
join us for some fall-
themed fun! We will 
play games, have snacks 
and carve a pumpkin.
• Saturdays, beginning 
at 9 a.m. at Festhalle 
Farmers Market, Power 
of Produce: Kids up to 
age 12 can sample fresh 
produce while earning 
market money (pop 
bucks) to buy produce 
from local farmers.

Agriplex Adult Pro-
grams
• Aug. 31 - 6 p.m., Living 
Landscapes Growing 
Berries & Grapes: Re-
tired Auburn Experi-
ment Station Director 
Arnold Caylor will be 
back at the Agriplex 
sharing his vast knowl-
edge on growing ber-
ries and muscadines 
best suited for our re-
gion.
• Sept. 9 - 6 p.m., Cow-
boy Cooking - Cooking 
with a Dutch oven: Lo-
cal ranchers Greg and 
Emily Anderson from 
Sullivan Creek Ranch 
will be demonstrating 
how to cook over an 
open fire.
• Sept. 13 - 6 p.m., Learn 
to Sew Projects for the 
Kitchen: This will be a 
fun class making things 
to use in your kitchen.
• Sept. 14 - 6 p.m., Heri-
tage Skills Raising Pigs: 
Learn the basics of rais-
ing pigs for your family.
• Thursdays: noon - 1 
p.m., Yoga under the 
Pavilion, Join us for a 
beginner yoga class in 
the serenity of nature. 
$5.00 per person, sum-
mer family special of 
$10 per family. Ages 
10 & up, must be able 
to follow along with 
class. No registration 
required. Please bring 
your yoga mat & water.

Country Legends Re-
discovered Exhibi-
tion 
• Evelyn Burrow Mu-
seum at Wallace State 
Community College.
• Through Aug. 31. 
Tuesday-Friday: 9 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. and Saturday 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
• Holly Pond High 
Class of 1961 Reunion
• Aug. 28 - Holly Pond 
High class of 1961 will 
hold their 60th class 
reunion on Saturday, 
Aug. 28, beginning at 
4 p.m.  Price is $20 per 
person. Location is the 
HPHS lunchroom.  For 
more info call 256-739-
5044 or 245-734-7899.  
Hope to see everyone. 

Cullman County Cat-
tlemen’s / Cattle-
women’s Association 

Sandwich Sale
• Sept. 3-4: On Sept. 
3-4, Cullman County 
Cattlemen & Cattle-
women Associations 
will be preparing rib-
eye steak sandwiches 
in south Cullman in 
the theater parking lot 
near Walmart. Steaks 
are charcoal grilled 
using Kingsford char-
coal. Sandwiches are 
$7 donation. Add chips 
and drink for $1 each. 
Serving on Friday from 
10 a.m. – 6 p.m. and on 
Saturday from 10 a.m. 
– 2 p.m. Employers are 
invited and encouraged 
to treat their employ-
ees to a great sandwich!
• Ladies, after work, 
don’t go home to cook - 
Come by and get sand-
wiches for your family.
• Place orders in ad-
vance by calling Edwin 
Calvert at 256-339-
9869 (before 9 p.m., 
Sept. 2) Contact num-
ber in the parking lot: 
256-339-9869
• Will accept debit and 
credit cards and will 
have a drive-thru lane.
• COME OUT AND EN-
JOY A GREAT SAND-
WICH AND HELP US 
PROMOTE BEEF!

Fairview Lions Club 
Labor Day Celebra-
tion
• Sept. 6 - The Fairview 
Lions Club is having 
a Labor Day Celebra-
tion, parade and car 
show on Sept. 6 at the 
Randall Shedd Park in 
Fairview from 8 a.m. - 
3 p.m. Registration for 
car show starts at 8 a.m. 
and is $15.
• Awards will be given 
out at 2 p.m. Vendors 
are welcome (except-
ing ready-to-eat food 
vendors) for $10 a spot. 
Concessions available. 
Parade starts at 11 a.m. 
with lineup at the Clin-
ton Barbee ball field at 
10 a.m. Anyone wanting 
to participate in the pa-
rade will be welcome. 
Lifesouth Bloodmobile 
will be onsite, as well 
as a city helicopter and 
inflatables for the kids. 
Come join us! For more 
info, call Kita at 256-
385-8805 or William at 
256-385-5596.

Goodwin Family Re-
union
• Sept. 6 – Monday, 
Sept. 6, in Dodge City 
Town Hall basement, 
beginning 11 a.m. 
• Benjamin and Victo-
ria Howlett Goodwin 
Descendants: William 
A (Bill) & Mary Good-
win Tubbs, Ran & Para-
Lee Goodwin, Aycock 
George & Parthenia 
Calvert, Goodwin Ross 
and Dovie Calvert 
Goodwin, Joe & Bertha 
Calvert Goodwin/Delta 
Calvert Goodwin Bert 
and Minnie Gray Good-
win
• Please bring a covered 
dish, family photos and 
stories. For more infor-
mation, contact Jerry 
Goodwin at 256-595-
2598 or Kathy Calvert 
at 256-708-7940

Pleasant View Sing-
ing
Sept. 19 - Pleasant View 
Missionary Baptist 
Church will have their 
regular third Sunday 
night singing on Sept. 
19, at 5 p.m. featuring 
“Sonlife Quartet” from 
Chattanooga, Tennes-
see. The church is lo-
cated on U.S. Highway 
278, approximately 
2 miles east of Holly 
Pond on the left. For 
more information, call 
256-796-5986.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cross 
Creek Golf Course was 
packed for the inaugural John 
E. Hunt Golf Tournament 
Saturday with 34 teams made 
up of 136 players out on the 
course competing. The pro-
ceeds from the tournament 
go toward each year’s John E. 
Hunt Memorial Scholarship 
fund. The first scholarship 
was awarded to Cort Chan-
dler earlier this summer and 
after a successful first tour-
nament Saturday, next year’s 
scholarship is well on its way 
to being funded. 
	 John’s wife, Elizabeth, 
was happy to report the mas-
sive turnout and knows John 
would’ve been excited to see 
so many within the commu-
nity come and show their 
support for a cause he be-
lieved in. 
	 “We are grateful, we are 
humbled and blessed. We 
didn’t expect this kind of a 
turnout for the first year and 
it’s just incredible that so 
many people came out and 
gave us their time and helped 
us raise money for the Au-
burn University scholarship 
in John’s honor,” Hunt said. 
“He would’ve been so hon-
ored to see so many people 
come out. He would’ve been 
so excited, and he would’ve 
shaken everyone’s hand.”
	 John’s daughter, Lauren, 
was also at Cross Creek Sat-
urday and was excited to see 
so many participate in an 
event honoring her father but 
is even more excited about 
what Saturday’s success 

means for future projects 
within the community.
	 “We’re very thankful for 
this turnout. We did not ex-
pect this for the first year and 
it’s just an honor to have been 
able to set up this scholarship 
in his name. That’s just a little 
something we can do to hon-
or him.
	 “He put three kids 
through Auburn, so we 
thought that was the best way 
to honor him right now. He 
always believed in higher ed-
ucation and always believed 
that everyone should be able 
to have the opportunity to 
do something,” Lauren said. 
“We’re very thankful that we 
get to do this and get to help 
a student and their family fol-
low their dreams of going to 
school and I know in the com-
ing years we’ll have some oth-
er ways we’ll be able to honor 
(John) and give back to the 
community. He was all about 
community and always had a 
passion for kids and watching 
them grow and succeed.”
	 Like Lauren, Elizabeth is 
also excited to see what more 
they’ll be able to do to both 
honor John’s memory and 
give back to the community 
in the future. 
	 “I think next year our 
goal will be to help more with 
park & rec events. John really 
enjoyed doing the Thanks-
giving community dinner 
and I know a lot of churches 
do that as well,” Hunt said. 
“Grover Reeves started that, 
and John joined in with him 
so next year we’ll be looking 
at other ways we’ll be able to 
honor John and help within 
the community.”

Tournament (from Front)
Nick Griffin 
nick@cullmantribune.com

I buy Old Windup Phonographs  
and 78 RPM records 

Also old 45’s, especially radio station 
 stock and old jukebox accumulations 

Call Paul 615-953-7388 
 
 
 

 

Will pick up old appliances, car batteries and 
scrap metal free of charge. No plastic dishwasher. 

256-620-3948 
 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
City Schools will be closed to-
day, Aug. 31, due to the rem-
nants of Hurricane Ida ex-
pected to impact the Cullman 
area with storms and wind.
	 “Based on the latest 
forecast from the National 
Weather Service’s Hunts-
ville office, our area will be 
impacted by the remains of 
Hurricane Ida beginning 

Monday afternoon through 
late Tuesday evening,” Su-
perintendent Kyle Kallhoff 
said.
	 “Our plan is to resume 
normal operations on the 
morning of Wednesday, Sept. 
1. Stay safe and go Bearcats!”
	 This closure includes all 
activities on all five Cullman 
City Schools campuses on 
Tuesday.
	 Cullman County remains 
under a flash flood watch un-
til 1 a.m. on Wednesday.

Trent Moore
Contributor

Schools (from Front)
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Cullman County Youth Football week 1 scoring recap
CULLMAN, Ala. — Satur-
day marked the beginning 
of the 2021 youth football 
season and there was a great 
slate of games to enjoy across 
the county, but several games 
were unfortunately canceled 
due to COVID-19. The Cold 
Springs at Fairview Fireplug 
matchup and the Cullman 
Cyclones v Good Hope Raid-
er games were called off this 
week, but the Bearcats trav-
eled to take on Vinemont 
and the West Point Warriors 
hosted Holly Pond.

Cold Springs at Fairview 
•	 Wee-Wee: Fairview 30 - 
Cold Springs 0
•	 Pee-Wee: Cold Springs 38 
- Fairview 0

Cullman Bearcats at 

Vinemont 
•	 Fireplug: Bearcats 36 - 
Vinemont 0
•	 Wee-Wee: Vinemont 24 - 
Bearcats 6
•	 Pee-Wee: Bearcats 36 - 
Vinemont 18

Holly Pond at West Point
•	 Fireplug: Warriors 36 - 
Broncos 0
•	 Wee-Wee: Warriors 8 - 
Broncos 0 (2OT)
•	 Pee-Wee: Warriors 28 - 
Broncos 0

Week 2 Schedule (Sept. 4) 
(Schedule may be subject to 
change.)
•	 Fairview at Cullman 
Bearcats (9 a.m.)
•	 Hanceville at Holly Pond 
(4 p.m.)
•	 Good Hope at West Point 
(4 p.m.)
•	 Vinemont at Cullman Cy-
clones (9 a.m.)

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

The Cold Springs Eagles won their Pee-Wee game over Fairview 38-0 Saturday.
SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

UAB to face Jacksonville State in Montgomery Kickoff Wednesday

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – The 
entire nation will be watch-
ing as UAB football opens the 
2021 season on Wednesday, 
Sept. 1 in the Montgomery 
Kickoff against Jacksonville 
State. The neutral site game 
at the Cramton Bowl kicks 
off at 6:30 p.m. CST on ESPN.
	 The Blazers and Game-
cocks kick off a jam-packed 
Week 1 schedule and are the 
only college football game on 
that evening. Both UAB and 
JSU are coming off confer-
ence championship seasons. 
UAB is receiving votes in the 
AP and Coaches Poll, while 
JSU is ranked No. 8/10 in the 
two major FCS polls.   
 
Who: UAB (0-0) vs. Jackson-
ville State (0-0)

Where: Montgomery, Ala. – 
Cramton Bowl

When: Wednesday, Sept. 1 – 
6:30 p.m. CST

Watch: ESPN

On the call: Roy Philpott 
(play-by-play), Kelly Stouffer 
(color), Lauren Sisler (side-
line)

Listen: WJOX 94.5 FM

On the call: David Crane 
(play-by-play), Steve Irvine 
(color), Trey Ragland (side-
line)

Series: UAB leads, 3-2

Last meeting: Sept. 17, 2005 
– UAB, 35-28
 
What to watch for
•	 Coming off the program’s 
second Conference USA 
Championship in the last 
three years, UAB opens its 
title defense against in-state 
foe Jacksonville State, who 
won the Ohio Valley Confer-
ence last season and reached 
the quarterfinals of the FCS 
Championship. 

•	 UAB head coach Bill 
Clark will be coaching 
against his alma mater and 
former team for the first 
time on Wednesday. Clark is 

a 1990 graduate of JSU and 
guided the Gamecocks to an 
11-4 overall record in his one 
season as the JSU head coach 
back in 2013. 

•	 Clark’s 2021 UAB Blazers 
enter the season with ex-
tremely high expectations. 
UAB returns 17 starters from 
last year’s championship 
team, including 11 “Super 
Seniors” who utilized their 
extra year of eligibility due to 
COVID-19. Of those 11 Super 
Seniors, seven were All-Con-
ference USA performers last 
season. 

•	 The standard has been 
set on the defensive side of 
the ball for UAB. The Blaz-
ers are coming off their third 
straight season in which they 
finished top 10 nationally in 
total defense. UAB was sev-
enth last season in that cat-
egory and returns nine start-
ers from the 2020 unit. The 
defense should once again be 
a major strength for the Blaz-
ers this season. 

•	 Leading the way is 

All-American Kristopher 
Moll, who has returned to 
safety for his final season. 
Moll was a fixture at line-
backer the last two years but 
has moved back to his nat-
ural position of safety. He 
needs 32 tackles to crack the 
all-time top 10 list for career 
tackles at UAB.   

•	 Moll joins an already 
loaded safties unit which also 
features 2020 All-Confer-
ence USA performers Will 
Boler, Dy’jonn Turner and 
Damon Miller, along with the 
likes of Grayson Cash, Keon-
dre Swoopes. 

•	 On the other side of the 
ball, UAB’s offensive line re-
turns all five starters from 
last year’s team that allowed 
the nation’s fourth fewest 
sacks (4) and helped UAB 
average 200.0 rushing yards 
per game. Left guard Colby 
Ragland and right tackle Sid-
ney Wells were 2020 First 
Team All-Conference USA 
selections and 2021 Outland 
Trophy Watch List members. 

•	 Tyler Johnston III is 
13-5 as UAB’s starting quar-
terback and has guided the 
Blazers to each of their two 
C-USA titles as the starter. 
Johnston III is fourth in ca-
reer touchdown passes (35) 
and fifth in career passing 
yards (4,429) at UAB. 

•	 Johnston III is backed 
up by Dylan Hopkins and 
Bryson Lucero, both who 
have made five starts in their 
careers at UAB. The Blazers 
are just one of 15 teams in the 
nation who have three quar-
terbacks on the roster with at 
least one FBS start. 

•	 The Blazers will have to 
replace their all-time leading 
rusher in Spencer Brown, but 
are optimistic with sopho-
more DeWayne McBride, ju-
nior Jermaine Brown Jr. and 
veteran leader Lucious Stan-
ley. McBride rushed for 439 
yards and four touchdowns 
last season (9.3 YPC), while 
he and Brown Jr. each have 
two career 100-yard rushing 
games to their credit. 

•	 Senior tight end Hayden 
Pittman enters the sea-
son with a reception in 25 
straight games, good for the 
11th longest active streak. 
Pittman is a John Mackey 
Award Watch List member. 

Fans can purchase tickets to 
the Jacksonville State game 
for $20 in the west grand-
stand, or the ESPN Zone is 
available for $100.
	 The ESPN Zone includes 
a luxury lounge located in-
side the Multiplex at the 
Cramton Bowl and comes 
with complimentary premi-
um food, a cash bar with two 
complimentary drink vouch-
ers, limited field access, one 
ticket in the west grandstand 
and much more.
	 Call the UAB Ticket of-
fice at 205-975-UAB1 or visit 
uabsports.com to purchase 
your tickets today.
	 Following the game 
against JSU, the Blazers trav-
el to Athens, Ga. on Sept. 11 
to face Georgia. Kickoff is 
scheduled for 2:30 p.m. on 
ESPN2.

Ted Feeley
UAB Athletics

Shelters (from Front)

CULLMAN COUNTY, Ala. 
— The National Weather 
Service has issued warn-
ings of the potential impact 
Hurricane Ida is expected to 
have on Cullman County and 
North Alabama. With flood-
ing and tornadoes possible 
across the area, residents are 
urged to be weather aware 
and have a plan in place, in-
cluding the locations of the 
nearest community shelters 
to you. 
	 Community storm shel-
ters will be open for those in 
need of a safe place during 
Monday and Tuesday’s active 
weather event. Good Hope 
Mayor Jerry Bartlett told 
the Tribune, “We were told 
that Monday and Tuesday 
have been declared signifi-
cant weather impact days. We 
have our shelters cleaned and 
ready to go.” 

The following is Cullman 
County EMA’s current list 
of community shelters:

CULLMAN COUNTY
COMMUNITY

STORM SHELTERS

Baileyton- Three shelters 
opened by Town of Baileyton
•	 112 Fairview Road 
•	 130 Cemetery Road
•	 600 Fire Station Road

Berlin- Opened by Berlin 
Volunteer Fire Department
•	 3584 U.S. Highway 278 E 
(Behind BVFD)

Bethsadia- Opened by Beth-
sadia Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment
•	 454 County Road 804 
(Bethsadia Volunteer Fire 
Department)

Brushy Pond- Opened by the 
senior center
•	 2729 County Road 143 
Bremen (Brushy Pond Senior 
Center) 

Chapel Village/Jones Chap-
el- Always open
•	 74 County Road 1034 
( just off U.S. Highway 278)

Colony Senior Center- 
Opened by the senior center
•	 12980 AL Highway 91 S 

Colony- Opened by Town of 
Colony 
•	 65 Byars Road (Adjacent 
to Town Hall)

Crane Hill- Two shelters 
opened by Crane Hill Volun-
teer Fire Department
•	 15140 County Road 222 
(Senior Center)
•	 15123 County Road 222 
(Crane HIll VFD #1)

Cullman Senior Center- 
Opened by the senior center
•	 1539 Sportsman Lake 
Road

City of Cullman- Two shel-
ters opened by Cullman Po-
lice Department
•	 1511 Sportsman Lake 
Road (Across from Cullman 
County Fairgrounds)
•	 1803 Beech Ave. SE 
(Beech Center Basement)

Dodge City- Opened by Town 
of Dodge City 
•	 130 Howard Circle (Town 
Hall basement)

Dodge City Volunteer Fire 
Department- Opened by 
DCVFD
•	 7150 County Road 223 

Fairview Housing Authori-
ty- Always open
•	 96 Countryside Acres 
Road

Garden City- Opened by 
Town of Garden City 
•	 501 First Ave. SW (by 
Town Hall)

Good Hope- Two shelters 
opened by City of Good Hope
•	 301 Day Gap Road 
•	 301 Municipal Drive (Be-
hind City Hall)

Gold Ridge- Opened by Gold 
Ridge Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment
•	 5225 County Road 1545 
(GRVFD)

Hanceville- Three shelters 
opened by Hanceville Police 
Department
•	 202 Bangor Ave. (Behind 
City Hall)
•	 203 Michelle Street NW 
(CW Day Park)
•	 1407 Commercial St. 
(Steppeville)

Hanceville Senior Center- 
Opened by the senior center
•	 1500 Spruce St. SE (Be-
hind senior center)

Holly Pond- Opened by Town 
of Holly Pond
•	 60 Finley Road (Adjacent 
to Town Hall)

Logan- Opened by Logan 
Volunteer Fire Department
•	 4203 County Road 818 
(LVFD)

Smith Lake Park- Opened by 
County Park and Recreation
•	 416 County Road 385 (Be-
hind the office)

Stony Lonesome OHV- 
Opened by Cullman County 
Park and Recreation
•	 10075 AL Highway 69 S (2 
units) 

South Vinemont- Opened by 
Vinemont/Providence Vol-
unteer Fire Department 
•	 60 Ridgeway St. (Behind 
VPVFD #2)

Vinemont/Providence VFD 
#1- Opened by VPVFD
•	 576 County Road 1355

Walter VFD- Opened by Wal-
ter Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment
•	 32655 AL Highway 91 
(Between VFD and Dollar 
General)

West Point- Two shelters 
opened by Town of West 
Point
•	 3990 County Road 1141 
(Next to Town Hall)
•	 11160 AL Highway 157 
(Behind WPVFD #1)

Rules for all community 
shelters according to Cull-
man County EMA

1.	 No Pets- Only service an-
imals for the disabled are al-
lowed in the shelter.

2.	 No Smoking- Smoking is 
not allowed inside the shel-
ter. 

3.	 No Alcohol- Consump-
tion of alcohol is not allowed 
in or around the shelter. 

4.	 No Drugs- Use of “recre-
ational drugs” is not allowed 
in or around the shelter. 

5.	 No firearms or weapons 
of any kind are allowed in the 
shelters. 

Additional rules may be in 
place at each shelter.

	 Those in the City of Cull-
man are encouraged to use 
the shelter across from the 
Cullman County Fairgrounds 
or the shelter at the Beech 
Center. One pod of the com-
munity shelter across from 
the fairgrounds will allow 
smaller pets confined to a 
carrier. 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.
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WASHINGTON — The 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention offers these 
tips to help you prepare for 
and cope with sudden loss of 
power.

Take action
•	 To prevent carbon mon-
oxide poisoning, use genera-
tors, pressure washers, grills 
and similar items outdoors 
only. Generators should be 
used at least 20 feet away 
from your home.
•	 Identify and throw away 
food that may not be safe to 
eat.
•	 Check with local author-
ities to be sure your water is 
safe.
•	 In hot weather, stay cool 
and drink plenty of fluids to 
prevent heat-related illness.
•	 In cold weather, wear lay-
ers of clothing, which help to 
keep in body heat.
•	 Avoid downed power 
lines, if a power line falls on a 
car, you should stay inside the 
vehicle.

Food safety
If the power is out for less 
than four hours, then the 
food in your refrigerator and 
freezer will be safe to con-
sume. While the power is 
out, keep the refrigerator and 
freezer doors closed as much 
as possible to keep food cold 
for longer.
	 Refrigerated or frozen 
foods may not be safe to eat 
after the loss of power. Find 
out what you can do to keep 
food safe during a power out-
age, and when you need to 
throw away food that could 
make you sick.

Before:
•	 Keep appliance ther-
mometers in your refriger-
ator and freezer. The refrig-
erator should be at 40°F or 
below. The freezer should be 
at 0°F or below.

Prepare for emergencies or 
natural disasters:

•	 Freeze containers of wa-
ter and gel packs to help keep 
your food at 40°F or below.
•	 Have a cooler and frozen 
gel packs handy in case you 
have to remove your food 
from the refrigerator to keep 
it cold.
•	 Buy dry ice or block ice 
to keep your food cold in the 
refrigerator if you think the 
power will be out for a long 
time.
 
During:
•	 Keep refrigerator and 
freezer doors closed.
•	 If the doors stay closed, 
food will stay safe for up to:
•	 Four hours in a refrigera-
tor
•	 48 hours in a full freezer; 
24 hours in a half-full freezer
•	 If the power has been out 
for four hours, and a cooler 
and ice are available, put re-
frigerated perishable foods 
in the cooler. To keep them 
at 40°F or below, add ice or 
a cold source like frozen gel 
packs.

After:
•	 Never taste food to deter-
mine if it is safe to eat. When 
in doubt, throw it out.
•	 Throw out perishable 
food in your refrigerator 
(meat, fish, cut fruits and veg-
etables, eggs, milk and left-
overs) after four hours with-
out power or a cold source 
like dry ice. Throw out any 
food with an unusual odor, 
color or texture.
•	 Check temperatures of 
food kept in coolers or your 
refrigerator with an added 
cold source. Throw out food 
above 40°F.
•	 If you have an appliance 
thermometer in your freez-
er, check to see if it is still at 
40°F or below.
•	 You can safely refreeze or 
cook thawed frozen food that 
still contains ice crystals or is 
at 40°F or below.

Safe drinking water
When power goes out, water 
purification systems may not 
be functioning fully. Safe wa-
ter for drinking, cooking and 
personal hygiene includes 

bottled, boiled or treated wa-
ter. Your state, local or tribal 
health department can make 
specific recommendations 
for boiling or treating water 
in your area.

Medications
Some drugs require refriger-
ation to keep their strength, 
including many liquid drugs.

•	 When the power is out for 
a day or more, throw away 
any medication that should 
be refrigerated, unless the 
drug’s label says otherwise.
•	 If a life depends on the re-
frigerated drug, but the med-
ications have been at room 
temperature, use them only 
until a new supply is avail-
able.
•	 Replace all refrigerated 
drugs as soon as possible.

Extreme heat
Be aware of yours and oth-
ers’ risk for heat stroke, heat 
exhaustion, heat cramps and 
fainting.
	 Heat stroke is the most 
serious heat illness. It hap-
pens when the body can’t 
control its own temperature 
and its temperature rises 
rapidly. Sweating fails and 
the body cannot cool down. 
Body temperature may rise 
to 106°F or higher within 10 
- 15 minutes. Heat stroke can 
cause death or permanent 
disability if emergency care is 
not given.

If air conditioning is not 
available in your home:
•	 Contact your local health 
department or locate an 
air-conditioned shelter in 
your area.
•	 Spend some time at a 
shopping mall or public li-
brary--even a few hours 
spent in air conditioning can 
help.
•	 Take cool showers or 
baths.
•	 Don’t rely solely on fans 
to keep you cool. While elec-
tric fans might provide some 
comfort, when temperatures 
are exceedingly hot, they 
won’t prevent heat-related 
illness.

CDC
Contributor

WEATHER 
Natural disasters and severe 
weather: when the power goes out

CULLMAN, Ala. — Local 
author Reba Whitley has re-
leased her new book titled, 
‘The Mountain Shack Mys-
tery.’ Whitley was born and 
raised in Cullman and has 
worked in local ministry for 
over 30 years. When asked 
about her thoughts on having 
her book available at Yates 
Chance Christian Bookstore, 
she responded, “I am thrilled 
that my book is now being 
sold in Cullman.” 
	 In a recent press release 
on the ‘The Mountain Shack 
Mystery’, Whitley shares, 
“The Great Bear Mountains 
of Tennessee are mysterious 
and wonderful. For everyone 
who lives on this glorious 
mountain range, with acres 
of giant, beautiful trees, their 
families have been there for 
hundreds of years. The only 
newcomers are the ones re-
cently born on the mountain, 
or those who have been ap-
proved for very short vaca-
tion visits. “That’s the way the 
mountain people wanted it. 
Only five families started out 
on this mountain, and those 
five families have grown into 
over two thousand citizens 
living there. They fought long 
and hard to have the right to 
choose who comes and goes 
on their mountain.”
	 Whitley continued, 

“Something very strange was 
discovered while Jodi O’Con-
nor was visiting her family on 
Bear Mountain.
	 “No one there had expe-
rienced anything like it be-
fore, and they hoped to never 
come across anything like it 
again! The peaceful moun-
tain had become scary and 
unknown. How could some-
thing so awful, so cruel hap-
pen right under their nose? 
This was one time the people 
of the mountain agreed that 
they needed and welcomed 
outsiders to come and stay as 
long as necessary to deal with 
this horrible nightmare that 
had come to their beautiful, 
peaceful mountain.”
	 Published by Covenant 
Books of Murrells Inlet, 
South Carolina, Whitley’s 
new book gives readers a 
chilling tale as terror arises 
and questions begin to sur-
round Tennessee’s mountain 
range. With families living 
here throughout generations, 
this sudden chaos is a sur-
prise to the majority. Join 
Jodi as she takes part in the 
uncovering of this crime.
	 Whitley shared, “I wrote 
the story just to prove a point 
to my husband. Sometimes at 
night, I do not sleep very well. 
I am more of a night owl. So, I 
try to get [my husband] Mark 
to make up a story because 
listening to his voice keeps 
my thoughts from rambling 

around in my head, and I can 
drift off to sleep. To which 
Mark always says, ‘You know 
I can’t make up stories.’ So, I 
start a story and tell him to 
add to it. One night in par-
ticular, I started a story like 
this… ‘One day, a group of 
kids started walking down a 
dirt road through the woods 
to go fishing. They noticed an 
old shack deep in the woods 
and went to investigate. Once 
they were inside the shack, 
they heard scratching nois-
es and saw drops of blood…’, 
Then I told Mark to add to 
that, to which he added, ‘I 
can’t add anything to that!’ 
Then I said, ‘Are you serious? 
I could write a whole book 
about that!’ And so, I did.”
	 Originally, the book was 
not to be published and 
meant only for Whitley’s hus-
band and daughter, but for 
the next five years, the two of 
them insisted that she get it 
published. Finally, last Sep-
tember, Whitley agreed, sent 
the book to her publisher 
and the rest is history. When 
asked about the possibility of 
upcoming projects or future 
novels, Whitley simply as-
sured that there is something 
“absolutely in the works.”
	 Besides Yates Chance 
Christian Bookstore, “The 
Mountain Shack Mystery” 
can also be purchased from 
the Apple iTunes Store, Am-
azon, and Barnes & Noble.

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

Author (from Front)
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WASHINGTON — Flood-
water can contain anything 
from sewage and sharp ob-
jects to downed power lines. 
Stay away from floodwaters 
whenever possible. Don’t let 
children or pets get anywhere 
near floodwaters. 

•	 Are you in a flash flood 
prone area? Contact the local 
county geologist or county 
planning department to find 
out if your home is located 
in a flash flood-prone area or 
landslide-prone area.

•	 Make a communication 
plan and a disaster plan for 
your family.

•	 Plan and practice a flood 
evacuation route with your 
family. Ask an out-of-state 
relative or friend to be the 
“family contact” in case your 
family is separated during a 
flood. Make sure everyone in 
your family knows the name, 
address and phone number of 
this contact person.

•	 Stay informed. Learn 
about your community’s 
emergency plans, warning 
signals, evacuation routes 
and locations of emergency 
shelters.

•	 Inform local authorities 
about any special needs, i.e., 
elderly or bedridden people, 
or anyone with a disability.

Get your home ready for a 
flood
•	 Make sure you secure or 
protect any hazards in your 
home before the flood strikes.

•	 Be prepared to turn off 
electrical power when there 
is standing water, fallen pow-
er lines or before you evacu-
ate. Turn off gas and water 
supplies before you evacuate. 
Secure structurally unstable 
building materials.

•	 Buy a fire extinguisher if 
you don’t already have one. 
Make sure your family knows 
where it is and how to use it.

•	 Buy and install sump 
pumps with backup power.

•	 Have a licensed electri-
cian raise electric compo-
nents (switches, sockets, cir-
cuit breakers and wiring) at 
least 12″ above your home’s 
projected flood elevation.

•	 For drains, toilets and 
other sewer connections, in-
stall backflow valves or plugs 
to prevent floodwaters from 
entering.

•	 Anchor fuel tanks which 
can contaminate your base-
ment if torn free. An unan-
chored tank outside can be 
swept downstream and dam-
age other houses.

If you are under a flood 
watch or warning:
•	 Gather the emergen-
cy supplies you previously 
stocked in your home and 
stay tuned to local radio or 
television station for updates.

•	 Turn off all utilities at the 
main power switch and close 
the main gas valve if evacua-
tion appears necessary.

•	 Have your immunization 
records handy or be aware of 
your last tetanus shot in case 
you should receive a punc-
ture wound or a wound be-
comes contaminated during 
or after the flood.

•	 Prepare an emergency 
water supply. Store at least 
one gallon of water per day 
for each person and each pet. 
Store at least a three-day sup-
ply.

•	 Bring outdoor posses-
sions, such as lawn furniture, 
grills and trash cans inside or 
tie them down securely.

Create an emergency sup-
ply kit
Stock your home with sup-
plies you may need during 
the flood by creating an emer-
gency supply kit. Be sure to 
also include the following 
supplies in your kit:

•	 An emergency kit for your 

car with food, flares, booster 
cables, maps, tools, a first-aid 
kit, fire extinguisher, sleeping 
bags, etc.

•	 Rubber boots, sturdy 
shoes and waterproof gloves.

•	 Insect repellent con-
taining DEET or Picaridin, 
screens or long-sleeved 
and long-legged clothing 
for protection from mos-
quitoes which may gather 
in pooled water remaining 
after the flood. (More in-
formation about these and 
other recommended repel-
lents can be found in the 
fact sheet here: https://www.
cdc.gov/westnile/preven-
tion/index.html?CDC_AA_
refVal=https%3A%2F%2F-
w w w . c d c .
gov%2Fwestnile%2Ffaq%-
2Frepellent.html). 

Prepare a food and water 
supply
Make sure you and your fam-
ily have enough safe food and 
water (for drinking, cooking, 
bathing, etc.) available in the 
event of a flood. For more in-
formation, visit https://www.
cdc.gov/disasters/foodwa-
ter/prepare.html.

Prepare to evacuate
Never ignore an evacuation 
order— authorities will di-
rect you to leave if you are in 
a low-lying area or within the 
greatest potential path of ris-
ing waters.
	 Even if you haven’t been 
ordered to evacuate yet, it’s 
always best to be prepared 
when a flood watch is issued. 

To prepare your home, car 
and loved ones for a poten-
tial evacuation:
•	 Fill your vehicle’s gas 
tank and make sure the emer-
gency kit for your car is ready.

•	 If no vehicle is available, 
make arrangements with 
friends or family for trans-
portation.

•	 Identify essential doc-
uments such as medical re-
cords, insurance card along 
with ID cards and put in wa-
terproof material to carry 
with you during evacuation.

•	 Fill your clean water con-
tainers.

•	 Review your emergency 
plans and supplies, checking 
to see if any items are miss-
ing.

•	 Tune in the radio or tele-
vision for weather updates.

•	 Listen for disaster sirens 
and warning signals.

•	 Put livestock and fami-
ly pets in a safe area. Due to 
food and sanitation require-
ments, emergency shelters 
cannot accept animals.

•	 Adjust the thermostat on 
refrigerators and freezers to 
the coolest possible tempera-
ture.

If you are ordered to evac-
uate:
If a flood warning is issued for 
your area or you are directed 
by authorities to evacuate the 
area:

•	 Take only essential items 
with you.

•	 If you have time, turn off 
the gas, electricity and water.
•	 Disconnect appliances 
to prevent electrical shock 
when power is restored.

•	 Follow the designated 
evacuation routes and expect 
heavy traffic.

•	 Do not attempt to drive or 
walk across creeks or flooded 
roads.

If you are NOT ordered to 
evacuate:
To get through the storm in 
the safest possible manner:
•	 Monitor the radio or tele-
vision for weather updates.

•	 Prepare to evacuate to 
a shelter or to a neighbor’s 
home if your home is dam-
aged, or if you are instructed 
to do so by emergency per-
sonnel.

CDC
Contributor

Flooding (from Front)
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Obituary Announcements: Aug. 30

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

Joy McMullen-Jones, 
44, of Holly Pond
Memorial service for Joy 
McMullen-Jones, age 44, 
of Holly Pond, will be at 
6 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
2, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home.  Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mrs. Jones 
passed away Sunday, Aug. 
29, at her residence. She 
was born Feb. 25, 1977, in 
Houston, Texas to Garlon 
McMullen and Georgeann 
(John) Goldsborough. She 
was preceded in death 
by her father: Garlon 
McMullen. Survivors 
include her husband: 
James Jones; sons: Kerry 
Shawn (Mandy) Jones 
and John Russell (Ashley) 
Jones; daughter: Jennifer 
Katrina (Matthew) 
Hartley; grandson: 
Haylen, Justice and 
Kade; mother: Georgeann 
(John) Goldsborough; 
sisters: Taya McMullen, 
Anita (Michael) Williams, 
Melissa Bullard and 
Kari (Robert) Burris 
and a host of nieces, 
nephews and godchildren.

Leonard Ray 
Chambers, 77, of Arab
Memorial services for 
Leonard Ray Chambers, 
77, of Arab, are incomplete 
at this time and will be 
announced at a later 
date. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the Chambers family. 
Mr. Chambers passed 
away Saturday, Aug. 28, 
at Cullman Regional 
Medical Center.  He 
was born Nov. 2, 1943, 
to Donald Leonard and 
Ophelia Carter Chambers. 
He loved to buy and 

sell antiques and loved 
flea markets. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents and a brother: 
Gary Don Chambers. 
Survivors include his wife 
of 53 years: Inez Mason 
Chambers; daughter: 
Kimberly (Gene) Brown; 
brothers: Curtis (Shirley) 
Chambers and Jeff 
Narrell; sister: Glenda 
Barnes; grandchildren: 
Alan (Makayla) Brown 
and Billy Brown; special 
grandson: Kenneth (Deb) 
Nelson; three great-
grandchildren and a host 
of family and friends. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e .
c o m .

James Donald Green, 
63, of Hanceville
James Donald Green, 
age 63, of Hanceville, 
passed away Sunday, 
Aug. 29, at Cullman 
Regional. He was born 
April 20, 1958, in Elyria, 
Ohio, to William Green 
and Frances Crooms. He 
was preceded in death 
by his father: William 
Green and brothers: 
Allen Green and Michael 
Green. Survivors include 
his mother: Frances 
Crooms and daughter: 
Courtney Green. A 
memorial service will be 
held at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
requests that a donation 
be made to Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church 
in Vinemont, Alabama.
William Stewart Morris, 
61, of Guntersville. 
Graveside Service for 
William Stewart Morris, 
age 61, of Guntersville, will 
be at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 

Sept. 1, at Cullman 
Heritage Cemetery. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mr. Morris 
passed away Sunday, 
Aug. 29, at St. Vincent’s 
Hospital. He was born 
Dec. 16, 1959, in Anniston, 
Alabama, to Gene Morris 
and Geraldine Simpkins. 
He was preceded in 
death by his father: Gene 
Morris and stepfather: 
James Simpkins. 
Survivors include his 
mother: Geraldine 
Simpkins; daughters: 
Brooke (Allen) Oser and 
Cassie (Doug) Hurt and 
grandchildren: Austin 
Couey, Isaac Oser, Lillian 
Oser and Baylie Hall.

Billy Wayne Evans, 
83, of Cullman
A private graveside service 
for Billy Wayne Evans 
will be Wednesday, Sept. 
1, at Union Hill Church 
of Christ Cemetery. 
Minister Bret Walters 
will be officiating. For 
those that are attending, 
masks are encouraged. 
Mr. Evans was a longtime 
member of Homewood 
Church of Christ. He was 
born May 10, 1938, in 
Cullman and died at the 
age of 83 on Aug. 29, in 
Hoover. Mr. Evans was 
preceded in death by his 
parents: Louis C and Ethel 
(Pichelmayer) Evans and 
10 siblings. Survivors 
include his devoted wife 
and best friend of 64 years: 
Ann Evans; children: 
Deborah Ann Alhadeff 
(Dr. Les) and Barry 
Gamble Evans (Geri); 
grandchildren: Lindsey 
Davis (Jordan), Logan 
Wayne Evans, Parker 

Cole Evans and William 
Nissim Alhadeff; two 
sisters: Glenda Gorham 
and Diana Harris; loving 
church family, friends, 
nieces and nephews. In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Union 
Hill Church of Christ 
Cemetery Fund at 
17220 AL Highway 91, 
Hanceville, AL 35077.

Michael O’Neal Hurst, 
60, of Hanceville
Funeral services for 
Michael O’Neal Hurst of 
Hanceville, Alabama will 
be held Tuesday, Aug. 
31, 7 p.m. at Hanceville 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
Visitation will be prior to 
service from 5-7 p.m. with 
Matt Owens officiating. 
Mr. Hurst passed away 
at the age of 60 at his 
home on Aug. 26. He 
was a good man and 
devoted Auburn fan. Most 
importantly, he loved 
his family and enjoyed 
spending quality time 
with his wife, children and 
grandchildren. Survivors 
include his wife: Nichole 
Hurst; children: Michael 
Shane Hurst, Jason Hurst, 
Leslie (Kevin) Giles, 
Heather Hurst, Dakota 
Hurst (Micah Hudson), 
Kage Hurst, Katelyn Hurst 
and Haley Whitehead; 
grandchildren: Courtney 
Underwood, Jay (Lauren) 
Hurst, Samantha Giles, 
Aston Hurst, Madalynn 
Hurst, Brianna Hurst, 
Easton Hurst and Skylar 
Fite; great-grandson: 
Travis Holt; brothers: 
Terry (Mary) Hurst and 
David Hurst and a host 
of nieces and nephews. 
Mr. Hurst was preceded 
in death by his parents: 

Emris O’Neal and 
Nina (Arthur) Hurst.

Tammy Lynn 
Kirkendall, 60, 
of Hanceville
Tammy Lynn Kirkendall, 
60, of Hanceville passed 
away Friday, Aug. 27, at 
UAB Hospital. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the Kirkendall 
family. Mrs. Kirkendall 
was born April 12, 1961, 
to Ruehl Lee and Ophelia 
Marshall Brannon.  She 
was well known for her 
love and business of 
antiques, estate sales 
and yard sales. She was 
preceded in death by 
her parents. Survivors 
include her husband: 
James Lee Kirkendall; 
son: Tyler Shue (Kara); 
daughter: Mandy 
Thornton (Marcus); 
brothers: Ferrell (Joyce) 
Brannon, Rodger (Linda) 
Brannon and Joseph 
Brannon; sister: Delores 
Kay Benefield (Jim 
Moore); grandchildren: 
Jeremiah Thornton, 
Mantus; nieces, nephews, 
family and friends. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com

Harry Jackson 
Allred, 71, of Cullman
Harry Jackson Allred, age 
71, of Cullman, Alabama 
passed away Friday, Aug. 
27. Harry was born Feb. 
13, 1950, in Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee. Harry is 
survived by his daughter: 
Heather (Roy) Manley; 
his brother: David 
(Mary Lou) Allred and 
his grandsons: Hunter 
Manley and Ty Manley. 
Harry was preceded in 

death by his parents: 
Emmett and Margaret 
Allred. Fond memories 
and expressions of 
sympathy may be 
shared at https://www.
dignitymemorial.com/
funeral-homes/cullman-
al/moss-service-funeral-
h o m e / 7 0 0 5 # o b i t s 
for the Allred family.

Terry Arthur Thornton, 
63, of Hartselle
Funeral service for Mr. 
Terry Arthur Thornton, 
age 63, of Hartselle, 
will be at 11 a.m. on 
Wednesday, Sept. 1, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home with burial at Duck 
River Cemetery.Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Mr. Thornton passed 
away Saturday, Aug. 28, at 
Decatur Morgan Hospital. 
He was born Oct. 3, 1957, 
in Michigan to Ernest and 
Helen Thornton. He was 
a proud member of the 
United States Navy from 
1981-87 and a member 
of the U.S. Navy Sea 
Bees. He was preceded 
in death by his father: 
Ernest Thornton; two 
brothers: Clifford and 
Dennis Thornton and a 
niece: Mandy Thornton. 
Survivors include his 
wife: Michele Thornton; 
daughter: Miche (Zaine) 
Suggs; son: Kyle Thornton; 
grandson: Sidney Suggs; 
mother: Helen Thornton; 
brothers: Henry (Debra) 
Thornton and Edward 
Thornton; sister: Sandra 
(Charles) Brawner 
and sister-in-law: Pat 
Thornton. Visitation will 
be from 10-11 a.m. prior 
to the service at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home.
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KABUL, AFGHANISTAN 
— The 13 United States ser-
vice members killed last 
Thursday by an Isis-K suicide 
bomber at Hamid Karzai In-
ternational Airport in Kabul 
arrived at Dover Air Force 
Base in Delaware Sunday. 
President Joe Biden met with 
the family members of the 11 
Marines, one Army soldier 
and one Navy sailor prior to 
the dignified transfer of the 
flag draped cases carrying the 
remains of the fallen service 
members. 

The 13 service members 
have been identified as:

USMC Sgt. Johanny Rosario 
Pichardo, 25, of Lawrence, 
Massachusetts. Sgt. Rosario 
served as a supply chief for 
the 5th Marine Expedition-
ary Brigade and had served 
in the United States Marine 
Corp for 6.5 years. 

USMC Cpl. Hunter Lopez, 
22, of Coachella Valley, Cal-
ifornia. Lopez joined the 
United States Marine Corps 
on Sept. 5, 2017, and was as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 
1st Marines.

USMC Lance Cpl. Kareem 
Nikoui, 22, of Norco, Califor-
nia. Lance Corporal Nikoui 
was assigned to the 2nd Bat-

talion, 1st Marine Division. 

USMC Lance Cpl. Rylee Mc-
Collum, 20, of Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming. Lance Cpl. McCo-
llum was a rifleman with the 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Di-
vision. 

USMC Lance Cpl. Jared 
Schmitz, 20, of St. Charles, 
Missouri. Lance Cpl. Schmitz 
was a rifleman with the 2nd 
Battalion, 1st Marine Divi-
sion. 

USMC Lance Cpl. David Lee 
Espinoza, 20, of Loredo, Tex-
as. Cpl. Espinoza was a rifle-
man with the 2nd Battalion, 
1st Marine Division. 

U.S. Navy Corpsman Maxton 
Soviak, 22, of Berlin Heights, 
Ohio. He was assigned to the 
1st Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division. His occupation 
was medic. 

USMC SSgt. Darin Taylor 
Hoover, 31, of Midvale, Utah. 
His military occupation spe-
cialty was infantry unit lead-
er with the 2nd Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division. He served 
in the USMC for 11 years. 

USMC Cpl. Daegan Page, 
23, of Omaha, Nebraska. Cpl. 
Page was a rifleman with the 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Di-
vision. 

U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Ryan 

Knauss, 23, of Corryton, Ten-
nessee. Staff Sgt. Knauss was 
assigned to 9th PSYOP Bat-
talion, 8th PSYOP Group, Ft. 
Bragg, North Carolina. 

USMC Cpl. Humberto San-
chez, 22, of Logansport, Indi-
ana. Cpl. Sanchez was a rifle-
man with the 2nd Battalion, 
1st Marine Division. 

USMC Sgt. Nicole Gee, 23, of 
Sacramento, California. Sgt. 
Gee was assigned to Combat 
Logistics Battalion 24, 24th 
Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
II Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Camp Lejeune, North 
Carolina. Gee entered the 
United States Marine Corps 
in 2017.

USMC Lance Cpl. Dylan R. 
Merola, 20, of Rancho Cu-
camonga, California. Lance 
Cpl. Merola was a rifleman 
with the 2nd Battalion, 1st 
Marine Division. 

COMMUNITY MATTERS

 45 EXPECTED 

THIS MONTH!

WAS $60,620

NOW $53,995*

!!LOADED!!

NEW 2021 NEW 2021 
GMC SIERRA GMC SIERRA 

1500 SLT1500 SLT
Crew Cab Short 

Box - 4x4 - Leather 

2020 GMC DEALER OF THE YEAR

STK#28003

*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying 
trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.
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STK#18478

NEW 2022 GMC NEW 2022 GMC 
SIERRA 2500 HDSIERRA 2500 HD

LIST PRICELIST PRICE

$79,680$79,680**
STK#18361

2021 GMC TERRAIN2021 GMC TERRAIN
FWD SLT

WAS WAS $35,935$35,935

NOW NOW $29,995$29,995**

MILITARY
Nation mourns the loss of 13 United States service members in Thursday’s bombing in Kabul
Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com
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