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CULLMAN, Ala. — As the 
terrorist attack of Sept. 11, 
2001, unfolded on live tele-
vision, Americans and the 
world watched in disbe-
lief and confusion. Adults 
struggled to comprehend 
the enormity of it all and the 
immeasurable loss of life.  
As the world stopped and 
watched the nonstop cov-
erage of those haunting im-
ages, the country’s children 
were also in the room. 
 The Tribune reached out 
to individuals who were be-
tween the ages of 4-15 Sept. 
11, 2001, and asked them to 
recall what they remember 
about the day and the ef-
fects it continued to have on 
them. 

Jonathan Mullin 

“I was 12 years old and in 7th 
grade at Priceville Middle 
School. I got to second pe-
riod and the TV was turned 
on. It was just watching the 
whole thing unfold over and 
over.
 “We were not allowed to 
leave either, so we just sat 
and watched replays of the 
towers being struck and of 
them collapsing--then the 
Pentagon.
 “My teacher was Mrs. 
Speaks. She kept us calm, 
but I could tell she was 
scared. It was terrifying. 
It’s one of those things that 
never leaves your mind. I 
wondered if we would be 
hit next because of Boeing 
and Lockheed Martin being 
right by us. It terrified me 
for months. 
 “We did continue peri-
ods as normal that day, but 
every TV played the same 

footage. There was no es-
cape. Second period in Mrs. 
Speaks science class was 
always the moment I re-
member--people jumping 
from the buildings. That still 
haunts me.
 “Why did they feel they 
had to play it all day though? 
It was like being trapped in 
school with a nightmare un-
folding.
 “Honestly, I found 9/11 
scarier than the constant 
school shootings. 
 “Now that I live near 
New York, I still see how it 
has affected people. I’ve met 
people who were there and 
lost loved ones.
 “Sure, I watched it, but 
now that I have had these 
experiences, I’m glad I 
didn’t have to live it. I just 
wish they didn’t have to ei-
ther.
 “I wonder 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

SEPT. 11, 2001
20 YEARS LATER
The impact on America’s (then) youngest generation
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BEST GMC TRUCK INVENTORY 
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– ENTERTAINMENT –

‘2nd Fridays’ 
lights up the night

Look for a full wrap-up of the festivities at CullmanTribune.com.
ASHLYN GREY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Community volunteers out in 
force for United Way of Cullman 
County’s ‘Day of Caring’

United Way volunteers from Rehau work 
together on projects at Hope Horses

CHRISTY PERRY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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MEEK 32 — SOUTH LAMAR 26
MIDFIELD 30 – ADDISON 28

VINEMONT 30 — CARBON HILL 28
J.B. PENN. 49 – HOLLY POND 6

GOOD HOPE 48 — HALEYVILLE 20
DORA 28 — HANCEVILLE 0
BOAZ 49 – WEST POINT 7

FAIRVIEW 42 — DOUGLAS 19
CULLMAN 35 — BUCKHORN 0

ARAB 35 – SCOTTSBORO 0
Get live scoring updates every 

Friday at CullmanScoreboard.com.

HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL

SCORING ROUNDUP
ALL GAMES COVERED INSIDE

CONTRIBUTED

Top, left to right: Shelby Threadgill, Kurt Lindsey, Jonathan Mullin; Bottom, 
left to right: Brandtley Cruce, Elise Bryant, Alex Lindsey Anderson

SUBSCRIBE TODAY
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No. 1 Alabama 
downs Mercer, 

48-14, at Bryant-
Denny Stadium
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– PET OF THE WEEK –

Smell the 
flowers 

with 
Honeybee! Honeybee

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

» PAGE 3

Shawn Alexander Chaney
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man City Council on Monday 
adopted an annual transpor-
tation plan for road repairs 
to be made throughout the 
city as funds disbursed an-
nually under the Rebuild Al-
abama Act become available. 
The City expects to receive 
$112,328.51 in the first year, 
with increasing amounts af-
ter that.

The city roads planned for 
repair include:

• Resurfacing of Main Ave-
nue West from Highway 69 to 
Highway 278 

• Resurfacing of Gra-
ham Street Southwest from 
Highway 69 to Main Avenue 

Southwest

• Resurfacing of Logan 
Street Southwest from Main 
Avenue Southwest to Logan 
Avenue Southwest 

• Resurfacing of Whisper-
ing Pines Drive Northwest 

• Resurfacing of Rocky Wa-
ters Circle Northwest

• Resurfacing of Waterford 
Drive Northwest

• Resurfacing of Seven 
Bark Drive Northwest

• Resurfacing of Quail Run 
Drive Northwest

• Resurfacing of Pinehill 
Drive Northwest

• Resurfacing of Whisper-

ing Pines Drive Northwest

• Resurfacing of Rocky Wa-
ters Circle Northwest

• Resurfacing of 30’ wide 
alley past Fairway Drive off 
Pinehill Drive 

• Resurfacing of Fairway 
Drive

• Resurfacing of Viewpoint 
Circle, except concrete en-
tranceway 

• Resurfacing of Augusta 
Trail Northwest

• Resurfacing of Wedge-
wood Circle Northwest

• Resurfacing of Greenview 
Circle Northwest

• Resurfacing 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

– LOCAL GOVERNMENT –

Cullman City Council adopts 
road repair plan under 
Rebuild Alabama Act, 

approves tax abatements

VINEMONT, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office works collaboratively 
with multiple agencies, one 
of those agencies being Inter-
net Crimes Against Children. 
 CCSO Investigators re-

cently received a tip from the 
National Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children 
about a Vinemont man. 
 Shawn Alexander 
Chaney, 21, of Vinemont, 
was arrested Sept. 9 for 15 
counts of possession of child 
pornography-grand jury war-
rants. 

 Cullman County Sheriff 
Matt Gentry spoke on the 
investigation, saying, “I am 
proud of the working rela-
tionships our office has with 
outside agencies.”
 He continued, “I am also 
proud of the hard work and 
dedication our investigators 
show each and every day.

 “This collaborative effort 
enabled us to put a potential 
predator behind bars.”
 All suspects are pre-
sumed innocent until proven 
guilty in a court of law.
 Pursuant to Code 13A-12-
192, it lists victims of child 
pornography as under 17 
years of age. 

CRIME

Local man arrested on 15 counts of child porn

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Cullman City Council met Monday evening.

HEALTH
Direct Support Professional 
Recognition Week Sept. 13-17 » PAGE 2

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Good Hope City Council 
receives TAP Grant, 
approves pyrotechnics 
ordinance » PAGE 5

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

‘He loved his 
community and wanted 

to do his part to help’
Family of former Cullman-based 
antiques dealer urge vaccinations

Ray DeMonia
RAVEN DEMONIA

» PAGE 6

» PAGE 8
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– SPORTS –
Local teams 

hitting 
midseason 

stretch in week 4
» PAGE 4
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CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
North Alabama Agriplex 
visited the Cullman County 
Public Library Tuesday with 
their Apple Adventures pro-
gram for the library’s pre-
school students. The Agriplex 
aims to hold programs once a 
month with the local library 
system and made the decision 
to host all of their September 
programs outside to get chil-
dren learning outdoors.
	 Rachel Dawsey, director 
of North Alabama Agriplex, 

shared, “They are making 
apples with homemade apple 
Play-Doh, there is a matching 
activity with pretend apples 
to complete the pattern or 
there is the lacing activity. 
We have learned that in pre-
school, they like to play the 
most. Today, we have a story 
to read, and a song.”
	 Roberta McClellan from 
Winston County Extension 
explained the activities and 
how they can help the pre-
schoolers tune their fine mo-
tor skills.
	 “They are using their 
hands with the Play-Doh, and 

they are doing sequencing 
with the matching apples and 
patterns.
	 “Then with the sewing 
skills, it allows them to get 
used to the in-and-out mo-
tion. They also have the ‘Ap-
ple Toss’ and ‘Apple Bowling,’ 
where they will knock those 
pins down by rolling the ap-
ples.”
	 Before the dismissal 
of the program, Director 
Dawsey read a story to the 
children called “Applesauce 
Day,” written by Lisa J. Ams-
tutz and illustrated by Talitha 
Shipman.

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

Apple adventures at the 
North Alabama Agriplex

BAILEYTON, Ala. — The 
Baileyton Town Council 
met Monday night and were 
joined by several members 
of the town’s senior center to 

discuss several issues, includ-
ing building security and use 
of the town’s bus for senior 
excursions. Since returning 
to normal activities in July, 
the seniors have noticed 
items missing from the se-
nior center. 

	 Baileyton Senior Center 
President Linda Cullen told 
the council that new keys 
needed to be made for the bus. 
She said, “Somebody took the 
keys. Nobody knows and it’s 
been almost six months.” The 
council approved having new 

keys made for the bus. Be-
sides the keys, Cullen report-
ed that other items come up 
missing, including a karaoke 
machine. She said, “There are 
so many keys out.” 
	 The council agreed to 
have the locks changed at the 

senior center and have a lim-
ited number of keys made. 
Mayor Calloway or another 
council member will take 
over the duties of unlock-
ing and locking the building 
before and after the seniors 
meet. This solu-

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Baileyton Town Council decide to change Baileyton Bargain 
Days to monthly event; renovations being made to town park

ASHLYN GREY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Apple Bowling

EDUCATION
Cullman City Schools Sept. 14 
COVID-19 case update » PAGE  7

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

CRIME

Cullman man arrested 
on theft charges

Trey B. Guthery
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

» PAGE 2

EDUCATION

Salary schedule concerns 
raised to Cullman City 
Board of Education » PAGE 8

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
South Vinemont Town Council 
appoints Sonya Copeland to 
oversee Town finances » PAGE 2

» PAGE 7

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Berlin Town Council addresses 
two recent vacancies » PAGE 3
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COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

Wednesday, Sept. 15, 
COVID-19 update 
from the Alabama 
Department of 

Public Health’s COVID-19 Dash-
board Hub (https://bit.ly/3iV-
JwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dashboard 
changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospitaliza-
tions and deaths, ADPH will 
be updating its dashboard less 
frequently. Effective June 7, the 
Data and Surveillance Dash-
board will update Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday; the Vac-
cine Distribution Dashboard will 
update Tuesday and Thursday 
and no weekend updates will be 
made. Additional information 
may be provided in the future as 
ADPH gathers more data on the 
pandemic.
*The dashboard has been rede-
signed to help people better un-
derstand the current transmis-
sion levels in their communities 
and the impact of COVID-19 in 
Alabama.The moving 7-day 
sum is updated daily instead of 

weekly--instead of a 3, 7 and 14-
day average, the dashboard will 
provide a 7-day moving sum for 
cases. The 2020 and 2021 break-
downs of cases and deaths will 
be provided - not just a total sum 
over both years.

Case details* (Updated Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday)  
•	 Change in Cases: -22.7% (No 
update available) 
•	 Positivity in Tests: 19%
•	 Confirmed cases in Alabama 
(2020): 388,299
•	 Confirmed cases in Alabama 
(2021): 369,594 (+ 17,049 since 
Monday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths in 
Alabama (2020): 7,181 
•	 Total confirmed deaths in 
Alabama (2021): 5,603 (+ 106 
since Monday)
•	 Change in cases in Cullman 
Co.: - 18.8% (No update avail-
able)
•	 Positivity in tests in Cullman 
Co.: 13.4%
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2020): 7,589
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2021): 6,167 (+ 192 

since Monday)
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 129 
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2021): 99 (+ 2 since Monday)
•	 Total tested in Cullman Co. 
in the last 7 days: 1,960
•	 Total tested positive in Cull-
man Co. in the last 7 days: 262
•	 Total tested in Alabama in 
the last 7 days: 79,907
•	 Total positive tests in Ala-
bama in the last 7 days: 15,220
•	 Currently hospitalized in Al-
abama: 2,325
Vaccine details (updated Tues, 
Thurs) 
•	 Doses delivered to Alabama: 
6,152,165 (No update available)
•	 Doses delivered to Alabama 
providers: 3,595,485 (No update 
available)
•	 Doses administered: 
4,146,898
•	 Number of people receiving 
one or more doses: 2,387,620
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine series: 
1,888,292
•	 Doses delivered to federal 
programs: 2,556,680 (No update 
available)

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b and 
1c (including those 12 and older) 
are now eligible to receive a vac-
cine.

View the Alabama COVID-19 
Vaccination Allocation Plan 
at: www.alabamapublichealth.
g ov/covid19vaccine/assets/
adph-covid19-vaccination-allo-
cation-plan.pdf 

Variants of SARS-CoV-2
Variants of SARS-CoV-2 contin-
ue to circulate in Alabama and 
pose a significant threat of in-
creased disease. Variants of con-
cern reported, as of July 9, are Al-
pha (820 cases), Beta (2 cases), 
Gamma (31 cases) and Delta (56 
cases). These variants are more 
transmissible, specifically the 
Alpha and the Delta, and some 
variants have less response to 
treatments such as monoclonal 
antibodies. 

Percent positivity escalates
Alabama’s current statewide 
percent positivity for COVID-19 
has increased to its highest level 
since February 2021, at 7.7%. 

This is equal to the percent pos-
itivity recorded April 3, 2021, 
when vaccines had not been 
readily available.

Percent increase in COVID-19 
cases
The number of COVID-19 cases 
reported in Alabama has ris-
en 39% from June 26 - July 9. 
The best way to prevent getting 
the highly infectious and easily 
transmissible Delta variant or 
any other strain of COVID-19 is 
to get vaccinated as quickly as 
possible. The vaccines we have 
are highly effective and their 
benefits far outweigh any risks. 
Only a very small percentage 
of deaths due to COVID-19 are 
among the fully vaccinated pop-
ulation. 

COVID-19 hospitalizations in-
crease
As of July 14, 341 persons were 
reported hospitalized as a result 
of COVID-19 disease. On July 
3, 179 persons were hospitalized 
due to COVID-19. Increases 
in numbers of COVID-19 cas-
es and hospitalizations due to 

COVID-19 are the result of low 
vaccine rates and unvaccinated 
persons not following preventive 
measures for themselves such as 
wearing masks, good hand hy-
giene and social distancing.  So 
long as Alabama has such low 
rates of vaccination, cases will 
continue to rise, posing risk of ill-
ness and death from COVID-19, 
as well as threatening the ability 
of our health care system to treat 
all Alabamians.

Make vaccination a priority
This July 14, 4,124 doses of 
COVID-19 vaccine were ad-
ministered in the state. At the 
height of vaccine administration 
on April 8, 45,128 vaccine doses 
were given. Young people and 
others who are taking a wait-
and-see stance on vaccination 
should be aware that they need 
to protect themselves, their fam-
ilies, friends and communities 
by getting vaccinated as soon as 
they can. Safe, effective and free 
vaccine shields vulnerable peo-
ple and saves lives.

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

LEARN MORE about 
high-demand skilled trades 
and construction positions. 
Begin your construction ca-
reer with Go Build Alabama. 
Apply today at GoBuildAL.
com.

SERVICES
ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by Region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching over 
1 million readers each week! 
Run your ad in our Classi-
fied Network for just $210 
per week! Make one call to 
this newspaper (participat-
ing Ala-SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to find 
out how easy it is to advertise 

statewide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. 
Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print and 
distribute your work inter-
nationally. We do the work… 
You reap the Rewards! Call 
for a FREE Author’s Submis-
sion Kit: 888-283-4780

LONG DISTANCE MOV-
ING: Call today for a FREE 
QUOTE from America’s 

Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 844-
925-3534

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 

pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - $99 + FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 866-505-0828.

WANTED TO BUY
FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 
R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Pro-
fessionals. Call 312-291-9169 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com.

FOR SALE
DIRECTV SATELLITE 

SERVICE starting at $59.99/
month! 1 Year Price Lock! 
155+ Channels available. Call 
Now to get the Most Sports 
on TV! 888-404-2087.

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades. FREE in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation. Top quality 
- Made in the USA. Call for 
free consultation: 844-809-
9165. Ask about our specials!

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND! 
Donate a car to the American 
Council of the Blind. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour 
response. Running or not. 
maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! 
Call 24/7: 844-601-1342.

VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems? We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South AL 
1-251-342-8538.

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 14-15
CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported September 15, 2021. 
All persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear

 
CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS

Sept. 9
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 
157; general merchandise; 
$23
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wal-Mart; Olive 
St. SW; general merchandise; 
$259

Sept. 13
•	 unauthorized use of mo-
tor vehicle; person; Fuller St. 
SW
•	 third-degree criminal 
mischief; Nesmith Park; 3rd 
St. SW; damaged property; 
$400
•	 identity theft; person
•	 fourth-degree theft of 

property; Wal-Mart; Olive 
St. SW; general merchandise; 
$119

Sept. 14
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; third-degree crimi-
nal mischief; Wal-Mart; Olive 
St. SW; miscellaneous; $5
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; person; 4th St. SW; 
tag; $10
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; third-degree crimi-
nal trespass; Wal-Mart; Olive 
St. SW; miscellaneous; $5
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157
•	 domestic violence; per-
son; 3rd Ave. NE

ARRESTS
Sept. 13
Rakes, Shawn M.; 22
•	 FTA- insurance violation

Flanigan, George L.; 44
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass

Moctezuma, Reyna N.; 23
•	 third-degree theft of 
property
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit cards (5 counts)

Willingham, Tyren S.; 24
•	 third-degree theft of 
property 
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit card (3 counts)

Sullins, Chase E.; 31
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property

Stewart Sr., Kenneth M.; 44
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
(2 counts)

Odom, Jennie M.; 43
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA- fail to register vehi-
cle (2 counts)

Newman, Jeremy R.; 43
•	 DUI

Sept. 14
Harbison, Ann M.; 38
•	 fourth-degree theft of 

property
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass

Guthery, Trey B.; 27
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property
•	 FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal mischief 
•	 FTA- Violation of State-
wide Health Order

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor
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Increase your skills and earn higher wages

Funding provided by the USDOL, ETA, Federal WIOA. An Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. 
Auxiliary aids and services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

ON-THE-JOB TRAINING PROGRAM 
LETS YOU EARN WHILE YOU LEARN!

Visit your local Career Center and ask about the 
On-the-Job Training Program!

ALABAMAWORKS.ALABAMA.GOV

Hi, I Am An Avon Representative 
 In The Surrounding Community 

I would like everyone to show their support for Avon. Avon 
has been empowering women through business since 1886. 
Please show your support for women and Avon by ordering 

from my website: youravon.com/Penelopejones 

256-586-7561 
THANK YOU! 

Christy Perry
christy@cullmantribune.com

Vinemont (from Front)

VINEMONT, Ala. — The 
Town of South Vinemont 
passed their FY2022 bud-
get Tuesday evening of 
$598,534.21. The town 
projects revenues to be 
$600,885.81. The budget 
passed unanimously. 
	 During the work session 
meeting, the council dis-
cussed each council member 
having an assigned area of fo-
cus.
	 One member would be as-
signed to oversee the financ-
es, and everyone agreed that 
council member Sonya Cope-
land had earned that honor. 
	 Mayor Radginal Dodson 
said to Copeland, “By the way, 
you got that job! You deserve 
that job.” Copeland said in 
the playful exchange, “I ap-
preciate that.”
	 In a continued sign 
of council unity in South 
Vinemont the coun-
cil laughed together and 
brought forth several ideas 
in which they would like to 
work together and would also 
include community involve-
ment. 

	 The town’s 2020 audit 
has been completed by Larry 
Cooke CPA. Mayor Dodson 
said of the audit, “The audit is 
absolutely clean.”
	 Cooke is expected to at-
tend the October meeting 
to review the audit with the 
council. 
	 Improvements contin-
ue to be made at the town’s 
walking trails and disc golf 
course.
	 New baskets have been 
installed and the council 
has a community workday 
planned for next Friday to 
plant shrubs and other plants 
around the course. Coun-
cilmember Chris Thompson 
has a meeting scheduled in 
December with a leader of Al-
abama’s disc golf enthusiasts 
to receive instruction on how 
to facilitate tournaments. 

The council also approved 
the following items: 
•	 Pay the Alabama Munic-
ipal Insurance Corporation 
bill of $20,174 in three install-
ments 
•	 Resolution 2021-09-01 to 
surplus eight disc golf baskets
•	 Mayor and Council to at-
tend Municipal Leadership 

Institute
•	 Town Clerk to attend Al-
abama Municipal Clerk Win-

ter Conference

The Town of South Vinemont 

meets on the second Tuesday 
each month at 6 p.m. inside 
the town hall. A work session 

is held prior to each meeting 
at 5:30 p.m. The public is in-
vited to attend.

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Charges (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — A Cull-
man man was arrested by 
both the Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office and Cullman 

Police Department following 
a traffic violation that led to 
the discovery of drug posses-
sion and active warrants. 
	 Trey B. Guthery, 27, of 
Hanceville was arrested on 
Tuesday, Sept. 14. 

	 According to the CCSO, 
Guthery was stopped for a 
traffic violation and then de-
tained for multiple warrants. 
	 During the traffic stop, he 
was then found to be in pos-
session of prescription meds 

without a prescription. 
	 According to CPD Pub-
lic Relations Officer Adam 
Clark, Guthery had warrants 
for theft of property, crimi-
nal mischief and violation of 
the Statewide Health Order 

via the CCDC. 
	 “During the first lock-
down - only essential work-
ers were supposed to be out 
and about - and during that 
time, he was out commit-
ting thefts at several plac-

es,” Clark said. “Along with 
charges of criminal mischief, 
he was arrested for violating 
the health order. 
	 “He was also the suspect 
of five theft crimes from the 
beginning of 2020.”
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe 
at East Side Baptist 
Church, 1111 Third St. 
SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/
face covering.

Baileyton Bargain 
Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station 
next to the town’s park
• Beauty and health 
products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food 
and many everyday 
items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items 
of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation. 
There will be some re-
strictions and product 
limits on the items. 
Cash and checks accept-
ed. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anon-
ymous has open AA 
meetings (all are wel-
come) Monday and 
Thursday nights from 
7-8 p.m. at the Car-
riage House, located 
next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-
347-1097, 256-841-2209 
or 256-708-1340

Church Services- 
Spirit Life Church of 
GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph 
Drive NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Come and pray with 
us or come to receive 
prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. Children welcome.
• Saturday - Sept. 18 -  
9-11 a.m. Drive Through 
Food Bank. Bring ID.
• Sunday Sept. 19 
-  9 a.m. Van runs in 5 
Points Area. Call 256-
841-2060 for pickup. 
Breakfast @ 9:30 a.m. 
Small group classes for 
children, youth and 
adults @ 10 a.m.  11 a.m. 
Message “THE GLORY 
WHICH IS TO COME!” 
by Pastor Bobby Dodd
• Wednesday- Sept. 22 
- 7 p.m. Children and 
youth classes. Adult 
men’s class: “Be the 
Man” , Adult women’s 
class “Design Your Life” 
• Mondays-Fridays  5 
Points Food Outreach 

-CANCELED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 
DUE TO COVID
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Small group 
classes for adults, chil-
dren and youth at 10 
a.m. Praise and worship 
and message at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- 
Free hot meals for 
children Mondays 11 
a.m. – noon, Tuesdays 
1-2 p.m. and Wednes-
days-Fridays 11 a.m. – 
noon. Cullman Housing 
Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 
256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or 
take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry, 
and Spirit Life Church. 
• Sundays - 9 a.m. Van 
runs in 5 Points Area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Small group 
classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10 
a.m. Praise and Worship 
and message at 11 a.m. 
• Kids Loving Kids 
Birthday Blessings 
serves children ages 1-18 
in need of assistance to 
celebrate their birth-
day. Register your child 
and pick up a birthday 
box with cake mix, ic-
ing, sprinkles, decora-
tions and toys! Pick up 
is the last weekend of 
the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway 
Suite 100-B Jasper Al 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of 
the month at Spirit Life 
Church Cullman from 
12:30-1 p.m.  Birth cer-
tificate is required at 
the time of box pick-
up. Register at https://
form.jotform.com/20-
3435614640045. For 
more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478.
• Kids Loving Kids 
-outreach program to 
provide CHRISTMAS 
gifts for children, ages 
infant-18 years, to help 
parents in need of as-
sistance. Register now 
through midnight on 
November 15th for De-
cember pickup.  https://
form.jotform.com/2-
02483601332041 or 
facebook.com/kidslov-
ingkids and look for reg-
istration info there. For 
more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478.
• Saturday Sept. 18 from 
9 a.m.-11 a.m. Drive-th-
ru food bank. Bring an 
ID.

Free Community Din-
ner at Center Hill 
Baptist Church
• 5-6 p.m.- The first 
Wednesday of every 
month we will be offer-
ing a Free Community 
Dinner. Church mem-
bers, community mem-
bers, neighbors and 

friends are welcome. 
This will be takeout 
only. Please message 
or comment with how 
many plates you will 
need to help us prepare 
enough food for every-
one. RSVP at http://bit.
ly/centerhill. 
• 13108 County Road 
747, Hanceville, AL 
35077

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere 
ID. Entrega en su vehí-
culo. Por favor use mas-
carilla.

Grief Share Meetings 
Fall Semester (Cull-
man First Baptist 
Church)
August - November - 
The fall semester of 
Grief Share is taking 
place at Cullman First 
Baptist Church. Weekly 
meetings are at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesdays in Room 215. 
These meetings will run 
through Nov. 9. Anyone 
who has experienced 
the loss of a friend or 
loved one is welcomed 
to join us for this faith-
based program to help 
deal with the effects of 
grief and loss. Work-
books for the semester 
are $15, but scholarship 
funds are available for 
anyone who would like 
to attend. You can reg-
ister online at https://
www.griefshare.org/ or 
just show up a little ear-
ly for the next meeting.  
Please contact Tammie 
Dunkling at 256-339-
2999 with any ques-
tions.

Festhalle Farmers 
Market
• 7 a.m. – 2 p.m. – Open 
every Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday from 
April – October
• Stop by to shop the 
freshest produce from 
Cullman-based farms.
• For more informa-
tion, call 256-590-5009 
or send an email to 
mgraveman@cullman-
recreation.org 

Agriplex Children’s 
Summer/Fall Camp 
Programs
• Sept. 30 - 9 a.m., Her-
itage Homeschool Har-
vest & Seed Saving: Har-
vest the falls bounty at 
the Agriplex and save 
seeds for your very own 
collection. We will pick, 
taste and learn how to 
preserve the harvest.
• Oct. 2 - 9 a.m., Farm 
Kids Club Pumpkin 
Patch: Pick a pumpkin 
out of our patch and join 
us for some fall-themed 
fun! We will play games, 
have snacks and carve a 
pumpkin.

• Saturdays, beginning 
at 9 a.m. at Festhalle 
Farmers Market, Power 
of Produce: Kids up to 
age 12 can sample fresh 
produce while earning 
market money (pop 
bucks) to buy produce 
from local farmers.

Fairview High School 
Class of 1963 Meeting
• Sept. 17 – The class will 
meet at the Golden Cor-
ral (1720 Cherokee Ave.  
SW in Cullman). Must 
be at 1:02 p.m. or after 
to receive senior dis-
count. The meeting will 
be in one of the reserved 
rooms in the back. Call 
Joyce Williams Rodg-
ers at 256-339-3451 for 
more information.

Pleasant View Singing
Sept. 19 - Pleasant View 
Missionary Baptist 
Church will have their 
regular third Sunday 
night singing on Sept. 
19, at 5 p.m. featuring 
“Sonlife Quartet” from 
Chattanooga, Tennes-
see. The church is locat-
ed on U.S. Highway 278, 
approximately 2 miles 
east of Holly Pond on 
the left. For more infor-
mation, call 256-796-
5986.

Cullman County Bo-
som Buddies’ 2nd An-
nual Little Pink Dress 
Benefit
• Oct. 5 - The Little 
Pink Dress Benefit in 
Coming!  Get out your 
pink and join us for the 
2nd Annual Little Pink 
Dress Benefit!
• This year, we will be at 
Loft 212 Tuesday, Oct. 5.  
Doors open at 5:30 for 
social hour, with dinner 
to follow. Nick Cana-
day will be our enter-
tainment and Christina 
Chambers will serve as 
emcee.  There will be a 
live auction to close the 
evening, with Samual 
Tucker as our auction-
eer. 
• Come join us in sup-
port of a great cause. 
All proceeds benefit the 
Cullman County Bosom 
Buddies Foundation, 
Inc. Tickets may be 
purchased at Options, 
2201 Second Ave. NW. 
Cullman, or online at: 
https://www.cullman-
bosombuddies.com/. 
Call 256-347-5993 for 
more info.

Crauswell, Rollo, Mo-
sely Reunion Cancel-
lation
The Crauswell, Rol-
lo, Mosely reunion 
which was to be held 
at the Moody Center 
in Hanceville on Oct. 
2, has been canceled. 
Hopefully COVID will 
go away, and we will get 
together on the first Sat-
urday in October 2022 
at the same place.

Saturday, Sept. 25th
at Northbrook Church

Registration: 9-10:50 a.m.    |    Business Meeting: 11 a.m.

Register and vote by mail or in person

Prize drawings for registered members:
Grand prize — 2008 Ford F-150

Bill credits — $500 (1), $250 (4) or $100 (5) 

Watch live video of the business meeting 
on the Cullman EC Facebook page

cullmanec.com/annual-meeting

2021 ANNUAL MEETING

All extra activities 
(food, games or entertainment) 

at the meeting are canceled.

BERLIN, Ala. — The Berlin 
Town Council Meeting was 
held on Monday evening and 
began with the declaration of 
two Council vacancies.
	 Mayor Patrick Bates stat-
ed, “Jimbo Quick’s seat is now 
vacant, as he has moved out 
of the area.
	 “And, of course, Bruce 
Bentley, his seat is vacant 
with his sudden passing on 
the 3rd in a tragic car acci-

dent.”
	 The Council also re-
viewed the FY 2022 budget. 
With discussions on possible 
opportunities for grants to be 
put toward a walking trail or 
community area.
	 The Berlin Town budget 
is under review and will be 
voted on at the next meeting.
	 The Berlin Town Council 
meets the third Monday of 
each month at 7 p.m. at the 
Berlin Community Center. 
The public is invited to at-
tend.

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

Berlin (from Front)

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

1 OUT OF 10
ELDERLY PERSONS AND ADULTS
WITH DISABILITIES ARE BEING:
Abused, Neglected or Exploited

HELP STOP THE ABUSE

Thereʼs no excuse for
ELDER ABUSE

“This project was supported by Subgrant #16-VA-VS-076 awarded by the Law Enforcement / Traffic Safety Division of
ADECA and the U.S. Department of Justice.” The opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed
in this publication/program/exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Department of Justice or grant-making component.”

IF YOU SEE IT, REPORT IT

ADULT ABUSE HOTLINE at 1-800-458-7214

If you suspect this is happening to someone you
know, please report it to Adult Protective Services
by contacting your local DHR office or calling the

#18-VA-VS-050

ALABAMA DEPT OF CORRECTIONS    

CLEAR AND  
SECURE  

CAREER PATH

COMPETITIVE  
BENEFITS 
PACKAGE 

JOBS AVAILABLE NOW.
OPPORTUNITY TO EARN UP TO $7,500  IN BONUSES!

VISIT  ADOCJOBS.USAPPLY TODAY, TALK TO A RECRUITER WITHIN 
2 BUSINESS DAYS

PROVIDING TODAY. PROTECTING TOMORROW.
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CULLMAN, Ala. – With 
nearly half of the high school 
football season behind us, lo-
cal teams are hitting the mid-
season stretch and preparing 
for some big-time region-
al contests this week. This 
week’s slate includes a pair 
of local rivalry games as well. 
Hanceville will make the trip 
over to Good Hope to take on 
the Raiders and West Point 
will travel to Fairview to face 
the Aggies in this year’s Bran-
din’ Iron Bowl at Dafford 
Smith Stadium. Cullman, 
Arab and Meek will be on the 
road for region games at Ha-
zel Green, Southside-Gads-
den and Hubbertville re-
spectively while Vinemont, 
Holly Pond, Addison and 
Cold Springs prepare to host 
region foes Tarrant, Carbon 
Hill, Winston County and Al-
iceville. 

Cullman (2-2) at Hazel 
Green (2-2)
The Cullman Bearcats got 
back to .500 last week after 
drumming Buckhorn 35-0 
on the road and they’ll try to 
stay in the win column this 
week when they travel once 
again for a regional matchup 
at Hazel Green. After domi-
nating their first two games of 
the season to get off to a 2-0 
start, the Trojans lost a tight 
game with Buckhorn 21-14 
and got hammered at Athens 
56-7 last week to drop to 2-2. 
The ‘Cats will return home 
next week but first they’d like 
to cap off these back to back 
road trips with another re-
gion win. Cullman took last 
year’s matchup against Hazel 
Green 48-6 so most will be 
picking the black & gold in 
this one, but the Trojans will 
be looking for some revenge 
when they hit the field Friday 
night.

Arab (3-1) at South-
side-Gadsden (3-1)
The last two weeks have 
gone according to plan for 
Arab. The Knights picked up 
a big, 20-7 win at Fort Payne 
two weeks ago and returned 
home last week to thump 
Scottsboro 35-0 in another 
regional contest. Now, the 
Knights will be back on the 
road this week to face anoth-
er region opponent in South-
side-Gadsden. The Panthers 
dropped their season opener 
against Lincoln 14-6 but have 
won three straight coming 
into Friday night’s game, in-
cluding a 35-17 win at Oxford 
last week. Defensively, South-
side is allowing just over 11 
points per game and Arab is 
only giving up 9 per game so 
far this season so points will 
be at a premium when these 
two meet. The Knights edged 

the Panthers 28-27 last sea-
son, so this year’s matchup is 
sure to be another tight one. 

Fairview (3-1) v. West 
Point (2-1)
The annual meeting between 
the West Point Warriors and 
Fairview Aggies is set to kick 
off at Dafford Smith Stadium 
Friday night and both teams 
are looking for a massive re-
gion win and bragging rights. 
The Aggies handed Douglas 
its first loss of the season 42-
19 last week to improve to 3-1 
on the year and West Point 
will be looking to bounce back 
against its rival after falling to 
Boaz 49-7. Last year’s match-
up went down to the wire and 
a touchdown run followed 
by a 2-point conversion by 
Fairview’s Tyler Simmons 
was the difference in a 28-27 
instant classic. This year, the 
Warriors will try to reclaim 
the Brandin’ Iron Bowl tro-
phy while the Aggies fight to 
hold on to it in what is setting 
up to be another fun game. 

Good Hope (2-2) v. Hancev-
ille (1-2)
Good Hope is preparing to 
host Hanceville Friday night 

to renew its annual rivalry 
with the Bulldogs and like 
last year, there will be a re-
gion win on the line as well. 
After dropping their season 
opener to West Morgan and 
having to forfeit their sec-
ond game with West Point to 
start the year 0-2, the Raid-
ers have put 88 points on the 
board in their last two games 
to improve to 2-2. At the same 
time, Hanceville is coming off 
back to back region losses to 
Fultondale and Dora and is 
in major need of a win this 
week to stay in the postsea-
son hunt. Good Hope’s of-
fense seems to have found its 
rhythm in the last two games 
so the Bulldogs will have to 
bring some offense of their 
own to James W. Shabel Sta-
dium if they want to knock 
off their county rivals Friday 
night. 

Vinemont (1-3) v. Tarrant 
(0-2)
The Vinemont Eagles picked 
up their first win of the 
season at Carbon Hill last 
week and they have anoth-
er opportunity to collect a 
big region victory this week 
when they host Tarrant. The 

Wildcats have dropped both 
their games this season to 
Winfield and Susan Moore 
by a combined score of 110-0 
so they’re still trying to find 
their footing as we approach 
the halfway point of the reg-
ular season. Despite suffering 
a number of injuries early 
this season, the Eagles were 
able to put 30 points on the 
board in their win at Carbon 
Hill last week so if they can 
continue to build momentum 
and pick up another win Fri-
day night, it could push them 
to another big run in the sec-
ond half of the season. 

Holly Pond (2-2) v. Carbon 
Hill (1-3)
After a tough road trip to J.B. 
Pennington last week, the 
Holly Pond Broncos are re-
turning home Friday night 
for another region match-
up against Carbon Hill. The 
Bulldogs fell to Vinemont 
30-28 last week to drop to 1-3 
on the season. The Broncos 
are sitting at .500 after dom-
inating their first two games 
of the season and dropping 
their last two but they have a 
great opportunity to get back 
in the win column against a 

region foe this week. Carbon 
Hill took last year’s meeting 
32-8 so Holly Pond will be 
ready to hit its home field 
and get some revenge Friday 
night.

Cold Springs (0-3) v. Al-
iceville (2-2)
The Eagles of Cold Springs 
got an opportunity to rest 
and regroup during their 
off week last week, but they 
have one of their toughest 
tests of the season coming 
to town Friday night. Alicev-
ille is coming off a 44-28 win 
over Sulligent last week and 
wants to move up above .500 
with a win against the Eagles 
this week. The Yellow Jackets 
took last year’s matchup 40-7 
so if Cold Springs can turn 
the tables and earn the win 
Friday night, the Eagles can 
build some real momentum 
going into the second half of 
the season.

Addison (3-1) v. Winston 
County (1-2)
After kicking off the season 
3-0, the Addison Bulldogs 
suffered their first loss of the 
season in a tight, 30-28 con-
test at Midfield last week. In-

juries made things even more 
difficult for Addison during 
last week’s game, but the 
Dogs will have to find a way 
to regroup and bounce back 
for Friday night’s clash with 
Winston County. The Yellow 
Jackets have dropped their 
last two games to Hatton and 
Lamar County after defeating 
Meek in their season opener. 
Addison took last year’s con-
test 22-6 so Winston County 
will be looking for some pay-
back when they arrive at A.G. 
Hicks Stadium this week.

Meek (3-1) at Hubbertville 
(1-2)
The Tigers have won back to 
back region games coming 
into Friday night’s match-
up at Hubbertville but this 
week’s assignment will be one 
of the toughest of the season 
for Meek so far. The Lions 
fell at Berry 8-6 last week, 
so they’ll be ready to bounce 
back Friday night. The Ti-
gers have collected wins over 
South Lamar and Brilliant 
coming into this week’s game 
and a win over Hubbertville 
will put them in a great po-
sition near the top of the Re-
gion 6 standings.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

Hanceville’s Zac Campbell (8), Cullman’s Jake Dueland (9) and Cold Springs’s Dylan Smith (25).
KATIE DRUMMOND, JOE MCELROY & HOWARD COLE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

BREMEN, Ala. – The de-
fending state champion Ad-
dison Lady Bulldogs traveled 
to Bremen to take on Cold 
Springs in an area match-
up Monday afternoon and 
the Lady Bulldogs dominat-
ed from start to finish in all 
three sets as they rolled to a 
3-0 sweep of the Lady Eagles.
	 Six different players 
found the scoring column 
for Addison early on as they 
jumped out to an 11-1 lead 
and were never challenged at 
all after that as they rolled to 
a dominating 25-2 win in the 
opening set. Addisyn Smoth-
ers had a huge game for the 
Lady Bulldogs as she finished 
with five aces, two kills and 
a point. Anna Grace Luker 
added a pair of aces. Gracie 
Manley, Bracie Rodgers and 
Dacey Baker each finished 
with a pair of kills, while Ka-
tie Barrett ended up with a 
point and a block point. Ella 
Stephenson got the only 
points of the first set for Cold 
Springs.

	 Kills from Baker, Manley 
and Luker helped Addison 
jump out to a quick 8-1 lead in 
the second set. Cold Springs 
tried their best to chip away 
at the Lady Bulldog lead, but 
Addison proved to be too 
much for them once again as 
they took the next set 25-7. 
Manley finished with an ace 
and three kills for the Lady 
Bulldogs. Smothers added a 
pair of aces and a kill. Molly 
Gilbreath and Hadley Butler 
(dig) each ended up with an 
ace. Abby Waldrep added a 
kill, while Luker and Baker 
each finished with a kill and 
an ace. For Cold Springs, Ma-
laya Taylor finished with a 
kill.
	 Behind four aces and a 
point from Barrett, Addison 
grabbed an early 8-1 lead in 
the third set. The Lady Ea-
gles tried to go on a run, but 
once again, the Lady Bulldogs 
dominated from start to fin-
ish as they rolled to a 25-5 
win to complete the sweep of 
Cold Springs.
	 Barrett finished with four 
aces and a pair of points for 
Addison. Smothers added a 

trio of kills, an ace and a point. 
Manley ended up with an ace 
and a kill. Rodgers added an 
ace, while Lydia Ergle, Oliv-
ia Gober, and Gilbreath each 
finished with a kill. They will 
host Hatton Thursday and 
Cold Springs will travel to 
Good Hope on Wednesday.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Addison’s Addisyn 
Smothers gets a kill in 
the Lady Bulldogs’ 3-0 
sweep of Cold Springs.

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

PREP FOOTBALL

Local teams hitting midseason stretch in week 4

PREP VOLLEYBALL

Addison sweeps Cold 
Springs in area match



5THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
SEPTEMBER 16, 2021 COMMUNITY MATTERS

“Experience The Difference” 
 

 
Gloria Williams/Kris Todd – Agents 

Gloria.williams@freedomagency.net

“TIRED OF YOUR RATES GOING UP????” 
  

CALL FREEDOM FOR A RATE QUOTE! 
 

 

Office: (256) 737-0011  Fax: (256) 737-0616    
   Home: (256) 734-0463 

 

168 County Road 1435, Cullman, AL 35058 

City of Cullman 
Building Inspection Department 

 
 

201 SECOND AVENUE, NORTHEAST 
P. O. BOX 278 

CULLMAN, ALABAMA  35056-0278 
(256) 775-7203 

 
 

City of Cullman  
Zoning Board of Adjustments 

 
 

 On Monday, September 20, 2021, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the 
regular meeting of the City of Cullman Zoning Board of Adjustments, a public hearing will be 
held to allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items: 

 
 

1. 1546 Heritage Circle SE – covered patio 
 

2.  1548 Heritage Circle SE – covered patio   
 
 

For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman Building 
Department at 256-775-7203. 
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REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

 

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
STATE OF Alabama 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents 
secured by that certain mortgage executed by Mathew 
Lawrence Jahnke An Unmarried Man  to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as nominee for 
Nations Lending Corporation, its successors and assigns dated 
October 31, 2016; said mortgage being recorded on November 
9, 2016, in Book 1803, Page 12 in and re-recorded in Book 
1875, Page 260 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of 
Cullman County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, 
assigned and transferred to Nations Lending Corporation, an 
Ohio Corporation by assignment recorded in Deed Book 351, 
Page 734 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman 
County, Alabama. 
The undersigned, Nations Lending Corporation, an Ohio 
Corporation, under and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the 
highest bidder for cash before the main entrance of the Court 
House in Cullman County, Alabama during the legal hours of 
sale (between 11am and 4pm), on the 5th day of October, 
2021 the following property, situated in Cullman County, 
Alabama, to-wit: 
Commence at the Northeast corner of the Southwest Quarter 
of the Northwest Quarter of Section 3, Township 10 South, 
Range 4 West; thence South 1150.0 feet to a point; thence 
North 44 degrees 38 minutes 05 seconds West 432.37 feet to a 
point; thence South 55 degrees 21 minutes 12 seconds West 
840.22 feet to a point; thence West 325.0 feet to a point on the 
East R.O.W. of the Spring Hill Road; thence North 591.01 feet 
along said R.O.W. to a point; thence South 84 degrees 14 
minutes 03 seconds East 792.48 feet to a point; thence North 
50 degrees 16 minutes 16 seconds East 42.31 feet to a point; 
thence North 71 degrees 30 minutes 31 seconds East 207.96 
feet to a point; thence North 30 degrees 53 minutes 48 seconds 
West 833.95 feet to a point; thence East 730.0 feet to the point 
of beginning. Said land lying in the Southwest’Quarter of the 
Northwest’Quarter of Section 3, Township 10 South, Range 4 
West, Cullman County, Alabama. 
 
Said property is commonly known as 562 County Road 1145, 
Cullman, AL 35057. 
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the 
legal description the legal description will control. 
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad 
valorem taxes (including taxes which are a lien, but not yet 
due and payable), the right of redemption of any taxing 
authority, all outstanding liens for public utilities which 
constitute liens upon the property, any matters which might be 
disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-
way, zoning ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, 
covenants, the statutory right of redemption pursuant to 
Alabama law, and any matters of record including, but not 
limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out above. 
Said property will be sold on an "as-is" basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named 
or the undersigned.  The successful bidder must present 

  September 7, 2021 

Page 2 

certified funds in the amount of the winning bid at the time 
and place of sale. 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in 
property the right to redeem the property under certain 
circumstances. Programs may also exist that help persons 
avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An attorney should be 
consulted to help you understand these rights and programs as 
a part of the foreclosure process. 
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the 
sale is not prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) 
to final confirmation and audit of the status of the loan with the 
holder of the Mortgage. 
 
NATIONS LENDING CORPORATION, AN OHIO 
CORPORATION 
as holder of said mortgage 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC 
Two North Twentieth 
2 20th Street North, Suite 1000 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(800) 275-7171 
FT21@mccalla.com 
File No. 9259220 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 
Cullman Tribune 
09/09/2021,09/16/2021,09/23/2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 
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Obituary Announcements: Sept. 14-15
Jerry Wayne Dingler, 
52, of Cullman
Jerry Wayne Dingler, 52, of 
Cullman, passed from this life 
Sept. 12, at his residence.  A 
celebration of life memorial 
service will be 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Oct. 3, at his residence at 31 
County Road 1607, Cullman.  
Cullman Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the Dingler 
family. Mr. Dingler was born Oct. 
13, 1968, to Jerry Franklin and 
Hazel Marie Stanford Dingler. 
He was preceded in death by his 
grandparents: Joseph Olliver 
and Lorine Boone Stanford 
and Frank Enoch Stanford and 
Zora Sue Thomas Dingler and 
nephew: Randy Ray Dingler.
Mr. Dingler is survived by his 
parents; son: Justin Wayne 
Dingler; daughter: Shelby Lynn 
Marie Dean; brother: Timothy 
Joseph (Felicia) Dingler; 
sister: Jennifer Lorine (Paul) 
Heinl; nieces and nephews: 
Sabastian Joseph Dingler, 
Jesse Gene Golden, Ethan 
Blake Heinl, Ashton Leigh 
Heinl and Jacob Matthew 
Heinl and a host of family and 
friends. Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy may 
be shared with the family at 
w w w. c u l l m a n f u n e r a l . c o m .

Roy Douglas Wawerski, 
58, of Cullman hance
Roy Douglas Wawerski, 58, of 
Cullman, passed away Tuesday, 
Sept. 14. Roy was born in Ottawa, 
Illinois on July 16, 1963, and 
died at his residence on Sept. 
14. Survivors include his two 
brothers: Bob (Connie) and Ray 
(Peggy) Wawerski; one sister: 
Tina Wawerski; his lifelong 
friend: J. Mike Oregeron and one 
son: Jerod Ceja. He was preceded 
in death by his parents: Ann E. 
Modesitt and Swampy Modesitt 
and one brother: Russell 
Wawerski. In lieu of flowers, the 
family is requesting donations 
in Roy’s name to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital.

Rickey Leo Waldrop, 
65, of Cullman
Funeral service for Rickey 
Leo Waldrop, 65, of Cullman 
will be 2 p.m., Friday, Sept. 
17, at Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel.  The visitation will be 
Thursday, Sept. 16, from 5:30-
8 p.m. at Cullman Funeral 
Home.  The interment will be 
in the Welcome Cemetery. Bro. 
Truman Gable and Bro. Robert 
Finley will officiate the service. 
Cullman Funeral Home is 
honored to serve the Waldrop 
family. Mr. Waldrop passed from 
this life Sept. 14, at the Cullman 
Regional Medical Center. He was 
born Jan. 24, 1956, to Wintford 
Asberry and Agnes Elizabeth 

McSwain Waldrop. Rickey loved 
family, fishing, camping, the 
flea market and Gatlinburg.  He 
was active in the Volunteer Fire 
Department. He is preceded in 
death by his parents: Wintford 
Asberry and Agnes Elizabeth 
McSwain Waldrop. Mr. Waldrop 
is survived by his son: Joshua 
(Tiffany) Waldrop; brother: 
Kenny (Ruby) Waldrop; sisters: 
Betty Waldrop, Michelle 
Waldrop and Joyce (Mike) 
White; grandchildren; Destiny 
Waldrop Hunt, Brianna 
Waldrop, Steven Waldrop, Eli 
Waldrop and Miracle Thompson 
and great-grandchild: Houston 
Walker Leverett. Fond 
memories and expressions 
of sympathy can be shared at 
w w w. c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e .
com for the Waldrop family.

Hershel Edward “Ed” 
White, 77, of Cullman
Mr. Hershel Edward “Ed” 
White, age 77, of Cullman, 
Alabama passed away Saturday, 
Sept. 11. He proudly served in 
the United States Air Force.  Ed 
was preceded in death by his 
parents: Hershel Leon White 
and Wyneta (Posey) White and 
his brother: Michael Wayne 
White.  Ed is survived by 
wife: Judy Kay White; sisters: 
Carrol (Delton) Vaughn and 
and Kathy (James) Holloway; 
brother: Eugene (Carolyn) 
White; brothers-in-law: Terry 
(Mary) Rutherford and Mike 
(Charlotte) Rutherford and a 
host of friends and extended 
family.  A celebration of life 
funeral service for Ed will be 
held Thursday, Sept. 16, at 11 a.m. 
at Moss Service Funeral Home 
Chapel. The family will receive 
friends for visitation from 6-8 
p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 15. 
Please visit mossservicefh.
com to leave condolences 
for the family. Moss Service 
Funeral Home Directing. 

James Cecil Samples, 
71, of Cullman
James Cecil Samples, age 71, 
of Cullman, Alabama passed 
away Saturday, Sept. 11. James 
was born June 17, 1950, in 
Alabama.  A celebration of life 
graveside service for James 
will be held Friday, Sept. 24, 
at 2 p.m.  Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy may be 
shared at www.mossservicefh.
com for the Samples family. 

William Nathan Pinkard, 
67, of Hackleburg
William Nathan Pinkard, age 
67, of Hackleburg, passed 
away Tuesday, Sept. 14, 2021, 
at Russellville Hospital. Mr. 
Pinkard was born June 15, 
1954, in Missouri. Nathan was 

a loyal member at Living Faith 
Pentecostal Church of God. 
He worked for Piggly Wiggly 
of Haleyville for 44 years and 
was loved by many. Nathan 
loved his family and never met 
a child he didn’t love. Visitation 
will be Friday, Sept. 17, from 
6-8 p.m. at Nichols Funeral 
Home in Haleyville, where the 
service will be held at 1 p.m. 
Saturday Sept. 18. Bro. Jeremiah 
Desiderio and Bro. Gary 
Wakefield will officiate. Burial 
will be at Saint Paul Missionary 
Baptist Church Cemetery in Phil 
Campbell, Alabama. Nathan is 
survived by his wife: Rose Mary 
Pinkard; son: Adam (Diana) 
Pinkard; daughter: Stephanie 
Sawyer; grandchildren: Emma 
Sawyer, Blake Sawyer, Grant 
Pinkard and Ayden Pinkard; 
stepdaughters: Stephanie 
Cole and Savanna Cole; step-
grandchildren: Summer Miller, 
Colby Gunnin and Kendall 
Gattis; great-grandchildren: 
Tinley Miller, Kezmai Miller, 
Copelan Miller and Lawson 
Miller and sisters: Laura 
Pinkard, Marie Garrison, Buner 
Weeks, Juanita Wood and Mary 
“Joyce” Cary. He was preceded 
in death by his parents: William 
Luther Pinkard and Jessie Lee 
Bell Pinkard; brothers: Rex 
Pinkard and Eugene Pinkard 
and sisters: Donnie Pinkard, 
Margret Moore, Lear Feltman, 
Earlene Claxton, Doris 
Thompson and Clara Mae Petigo.

Michael “Mike” Wesley 
Callahan, 65, of Arab CH
Michael “Mike” Wesley 
Callahan, age 65, of Arab, 
passed away Tuesday, Sept. 14, 
at Cullman Regional. He was 
born Nov. 2, 1955, to the late 
Harry and Earlene Callahan. He 
graduated from J.B. Pennington 
High School in 1973. Once out of 
high school, he spent the next 20 
years in the United States Army 
where he rose to the rank of SFC. 
When he retired from the Army, 
he attended machinist school 
and later worked at Orchid until 
his second retirement. Michael 
loved fast cars and the majority 
of his cars/ trucks were no less 
than 1,000 horsepower. He was 
a huge car enthusiast. He was 
preceded in death by his parents; 
son: Clifford Callahan; nephew: 
Brandon Cason; brother: Bruce 
Callahan and brother-in-law: 
Curt Secor. Survivors include 
his daughter: Christie Callahan; 
grandchildren: Claudia Griffin 
and Jacob Callahan; five 
great-grandchildren; siblings: 
Anniece Secor, Bonnie (Jim) 
McLung, Alisa (Scott) Black, 
Curtis (Tammy) Callahan 
and Bill (Tina) Callahan; a 
host of nieces and nephews; 

his best racing buddy: Jamie 
“Jumbo” Black; many more 
close friends and his longtime 
friend: Mary Heit Powell. A 
celebration of life will be held 
by the family at a later date.

John Thurmon 
Bishop, 80, of Cullman
Funeral service for John 
Thurmon Bishop, 80, of Cullman 
will be 11 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 18, 
at the Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel.  The family will receive 
friends Friday, Sept. 17, from 
6-8 p.m. at Cullman Funeral 
Home.  The interment will be 
in the Good Hope Cemetery.  
Bro. Larry Brown and Bro. 
James Abbott will officiate the 
service. Cullman Funeral home 
is honored to serve the Bishop 
family. Mr. Bishop passed from 
this life Sept. 14 at The Folsom 
Center.  He was born Dec. 6, 
1940, to Olen F. and Mary Clara 
Blackwood Bishop.  He was a 
minister and member of Living 
Faith Baptist Church. He knew 
and loved a lot of people and 
greeted everyone with a smile.  
He was preceded in death by his 
parents: Olen F. and Mary Clara 
Blackwood Bishop; brothers: 
Bill Bishop and Larry Bishop 
and sister: Betty Howard. Mr. 
Bishop is survived by his wife of 
60 years: Charlotte Faye Bishop; 
daughters: Cheryl (Cary) 
Gentry and Jennifer Roberts; 
brothers: Robert Theron 
(Bonnie) Bishop and Jerry 
(Ann) Bishop; brother-in-law: 
Jim (Chris) Davenport; sister-
in-law: Annie Lou Waldrop; 
grandchildren: Carissa (Corey) 
Dell, Jesse Roberts and Alex 
Roberts; great-grandchildren: 
Makaela Gentry, Alexis Dell 
and Christian Dell and a host 
of nieces, nephews, family and 
friends. Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy can be 
shared with the Bishop family 
in the online guestbook at www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e . c o m .

Pat Dunn, 81, of Cullman
Pat Dunn, 81, of Cullman, 
passed away peacefully Sept. 
10, after a three-year battle 
with dementia. Pat graduated 
from Andalusia High School 
in 1958 and married the same 
year. She moved to Cullman in 
1966 and after several years of 
operating her own dress and wig 
store, Pat’s Fashions, she began 
working for the City of Cullman. 
She found joy in working for 
the Community Development 
Agency and later in the Mayor’s 
Office before retiring in 2010. 
She was a member of First 
United Methodist Church of 
Cullman. Pat is survived by 
one daughter: Tomesa Smith 
(Steven) of Cullman; two 

grandchildren that called her 
“Nana”: Will Smith (Joan) 
of Huntsville and CadeAnn 
Smith (Ian Sams, fiancé) of 
Washington DC and two great-
grandchildren: Kayleigh Smith 
and Wilson Smith. Other 
immediate survivors include her 
sister: Peggy Butler (William) 
of San Marcos, California; one 
nephew: Bill Butler (Ann) of 
Los Angeles, California; one 
niece: Kelly Whitton (Jeff ) of 
Rancho Santa Fe, California; five 
grand-nephews and two grand-
nieces. Pat is predeceased by her 
daughter: Sonja Herrmann and 
parents: James “Jack” Carter 
and Bernice Carter. A small 
memorial service will be held 
in the outdoor prayer garden of 
First United Methodist Church 
of Cullman on Wednesday, Sept. 
15, at 3:30 p.m. If inclement 
weather, the service will be 
held in the sanctuary. Due to 
COVID concerns, there will be 
no visitation. Interment will 
be held with a private service 
at a later date. To God be the 
glory. The family would like 
to offer special thanks to the 
staff at Westminster for the 
care, kindness and concern for 
their mom. Also, special thanks 
to Dr. Brian Parker, Cullman 
Internal Medicine and Cullman 
Regional Medical Center for 
their assistance in crucial times 
of her care.  In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests donations 
be made to the Dr. Tomesa 
Smith Scholarship Fund, mailed 
to Wallace State Community 
College Future Foundation, 
Inc. (P.O. Box 568, Hanceville, 
AL 35077) or made online at 
www.wsccfuturefoundation.org.

Vaifoa Taimi Love, 
81, of Holly Pond
Vaifoa Taimi Love, 81, of Holly 
Pond, passed away on Sept. 13. 
Vai was born April 22, 1940, 
in Pago Pago, America Samoa, 
to Ti and FaaVela Taimi. Vai 
was a longtime resident of the 
Union Grove community, and 
she enjoyed attending church 
at Union Grove Presbyterian 
Church. She loved her job at 
Tyson Foods, in Blount County, 
and she worked there for 
over 20 years. Vai made many 
friends in both her community 
and at Tyson, and she enjoyed 
spending time with her friends 
and neighbors. Ms. Love was an 
adoring mother, grandmother 
and great-grandmother. She 
loved her babies, and she 
supported them in everything 
they did. Vai also loved her 
brothers and sisters dearly, as 
well as her nieces and nephews. 
Vai was loved by many, and she 
will be missed greatly by many.
Ms. Love is preceded in death by 

her parents and several brothers 
and sisters. She is survived by 
her children: Esther Williams, 
Michelle and Shane Stallings, 
Lisa and Adam Turner and 
Linda and Shawn Johnson; 
grandchildren: Heather and Guy 
Rickman, Taylor Stallings, Regan 
Johnson, Kaylee Stallings, Libby 
Stallings, Austin Taimi, Bella 
Taimi, Blake Turner and Kara 
Turner; great-granddaughter: 
Madyson Rickman and a 
brother: Tei Taimi. Graveside 
services for Vai will be held 
at 11:30 a.m., Friday, Sept. 17, 
in Union Grove Cemetery. 
Family members will serve as 
pallbearers. Friends are invited 
to visit with the family at the 
cemetery from 10:30 a.m. until 
services begin. In lieu of flowers, 
please consider donating to the 
American Diabetes Association 
in memory of Vai. Holly Pond 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the Love family.

Jayne Morrison 
Gross, 86, of Decatur
Funeral services for Jayne 
Morrison Gross, 86, of Decatur, 
Alabama, will be on Wednesday, 
Sept. 15, at noon at Moss Service 
Funeral Home in Cullman with 
Rev. Billy Harper officiating. 
Visitation will be two hours 
prior to the service. The burial 
will follow at Cullman Memory 
Gardens. Mrs. Gross passed 
away early Saturday morning 
on Sept. 11, in her sleep at the 
home that she loved. She was a 
Christian and longtime member 
of Southside Baptist Church, 
a graduate of the University 
of Alabama in Huntsville 
and a retired English teacher 
with Decatur City Schools. 
She lived her life with love for 
family, animals, art, travel and 
education. She is preceded in 
death by her husband of 63 
years: Buford M.Gross; her 
parents: James Hugh Morrison 
and Jane Burns Morrison; two 
sisters: Idelia Houston and 
Fredricia Gross and one brother: 
James “Buddy” Morrison. She 
is survived by three children: 
Philip M.Gross (Beverly), Holly 
Beth Gross and Dea Anna Short 
(Brian); four grandchildren: 
Elizabeth Christina Murray 
(Loran), Savannah Katharine 
Gross, Joel David Sheppard 
and Sierra Suzanne Sheppard. 
Pallbearers will be Philip M. 
Gross, Randy Smith, Brian 
Short, Joel Sheppard, Tommy 
Gross and Rev Billy Harper. The 
family request in lieu of flowers, 
donations please be made to 
The Alzheimer’s Foundation. 
Please share memories and 
condolences with the family at 
www.mossservicefh.com. Moss 
Service Funeral Home directing.

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
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Trent Moore
Cullman City Schools

Update (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City Schools system 
has a total of 22 students cur-
rently absent due to reported 
positive cases of COVID-19 as 

of Tuesday, Sept. 14, accord-
ing to the latest school atten-
dance data.
	 Cullman High School re-
ported eight positive student 
cases, Cullman City Primary 
School reported five posi-
tive cases, Cullman Middle 

School reported four posi-
tive cases, West Elementary 
School reported three posi-
tive cases and East Elemen-
tary reported two positive 
cases.
	 Absences due to quaran-
tining after exposure to a pos-

itive case of COVID-19: Cull-
man High School reported 27 
absences, East Elementary 
School reported 15 absenc-
es, West Elementary School 
reported 14 total absences, 
Cullman City Primary School 
reported 13 absences and 

Cullman Middle School re-
ported seven absences.
	 Per protocol, students 
who are a close contact to 
someone with a positive case 
of COVID-19 will not need 
to quarantine if they have no 
symptoms and are vaccinat-

ed, have no symptoms and 
tested positive in the pri-
or three months or have no 
symptoms and were correctly 
wearing a mask.
	 Cullman City Schools has 
a total enrollment of 3,224 
students.

Baileyton (from Front)
tion seemed to satisfy all par-
ties. 
	 Senior Center treasurer 
Myra Martin also submitted 
a budget request of $2,500 for 
the coming year.
	 In addition, she asked for 
$1,250 for cleaning expenses 
($25 a week). The council will 
work on the FY2022 budget 

in the coming weeks. 
	 The council gave several 
updates on topics discussed 
at previous meetings.
	 Mayor Calloway ex-
plained that the town con-
tinues to make progress in 
bringing Sprout internet ser-
vice to the park.
	 Along with free Wi-Fi in 

the park, additional lighting 
will be added. 
	 Work is beginning on up-
dating and renovating the 
park’s concession stand. Ad-
ditional lighting is also being 
added around the concession 
area and along the pathway to 
the restrooms.
	 Councilmember De-

wayne Sumner hopes grant 
money will be available to 
help with the expense of the 
lighting projects. 
	 In new business, the 
council has decided to hold 
Baileyton Bargain Days once 
a month.
	 The popular event will 
take place on the third Satur-

day of each month. The next 
opportunity to attend Bar-
gain Days will be Saturday, 
Sept. 18.
	 Proceeds from the event 
are used for improvements to 
the park, including the recent 
replacement and refurbish-
ment of playground equip-
ment. 

	 The council also voted to 
hire Cooke’s Accounting to 
handle the town’s payroll. 
	 The Baileyton Town 
Council meets on the first 
Monday of each month at 7 
p.m. inside the new town hall. 
The next meeting is sched-
uled for Oct. 4. The public is 
invited to attend. 
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WRECKER/TOW TRUCK Driver 
 

CDL drivers license, clean driving record, clean criminal 
record, able to pass DOT physical, able to pass pre-

employment  drug and alcohol screening,  must be 21 years of 
age or older, good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 

 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 

BENEFITS: BCBS Insurance, Life 
 Insurance, Dental Insurance and 401K 

 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

Concerns (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
City Schools held their final 
Budgetary Hearing for Fiscal 
Year 2022 Monday, Sept. 13. 
The same presentation giv-
en by Chief School Financial 
Officer/ Chief Operating Of-
ficer James Brumley at the 
first Budgetary Hearing last 
Thursday was made once 
more to the Cullman City 
School Board, with several 
additions in the audience. 
	 The $31.6 million budget 
was successfully passed by 
the Board, along with approv-
al of the purchase of property 
at 910 Third Ave.
	 All information relat-
ing to the presentation 
of the Fiscal Year 2022 
Budget can be found at 
https://www.cullmantri-
b u n e . c o m / 2 0 2 1 / 0 9/ 1 0/
c u l l m a n - c i t y - s c h o o l -
board-meeting-thursday-
addresses-fiscal-year-2022-
recent-bomb-threats/.
	 At the conclusion of the 
second Budgetary presen-
tation, the floor was opened 
for questions and met by 
Cullman High School teacher 
Amy Gleaton. 
	 The first point present-
ed by Mrs. Gleaton was on 
the reallocation of local 
funds of the amount of $200 
from teachers’ personal use 
for their classroom to the 
schools via their principals 
for Capital Projects.
	 She questioned why 
there would be an increase in 
funding for Capital Projects 
if those schools are already 
under certain renovations 
by asking, “Why are we in-
creasing by approximately 
$7,000 to West [Elementary], 
$7,200 to East [Elementa-
ry], $6,800 to [Cullman City] 
Primary and $13,000 to the 
high school? Now, I know the 
high school is not getting a lot 
of renovations, but that is a 
lot of money to go to Capital 
Projects when we are looking 
at renovating those schools.”
	 Mrs. Gleaton quoted CFO 
James Brumley on part of his 
explanation for the realloca-
tion of the local funds, say-
ing, “A lot of these teachers 
in this district are not using 
that $200.” To investigate, 
Gleaton conducted a poll on 
a Google form from her per-
sonal Google account to keep 
all of the information private. 
“I did get a small pool of in-
formation. And from that in-

formation, I found out that 
of people who received the 
$200 for local funding in the 
classroom at Cullman City 
Schools, 41.7% spent all of 
their local funding, 8.3% have 
some or all of it remaining 
because they are planning 
on compounding it with this 
year’s to buy a large purchase 
and 50% were saving all or 
some of their local money 
because of the first-of-year 
expenses since State monies 
are not available at this time.”
	 She continued, “So from 
August to Oct. 1, we go with-
out State monies, but we still 
have kids who need things, 
and labs and activities to do 
in our classrooms. So, be-
cause the local money is not 
pulled from us and we do not 
lose access to it, they hold 
that money specifically for 
the start of the year and that 
gives them start of the year 
funds to get their classroom 
up and running.”
	 Based on these findings, 
she continued, “This may 
not be the most scientific of 
research and yes, it is a small 
pool of data, but at least I can 
say I did not assume the pur-
poses for teachers holding 
that money. I did reach out 
and ask and this is teacher 
data from our school system. 
Of the teachers who respond-
ed, zero of them said that 
they did not need the money. 
One hundred percent did say 
that the loss of the local fund-
ing will directly impact their 
classroom, and 100% of the 
teachers who responded did 
say they are already spending 
their own money to provide 
for their classrooms and to 
meet their students’ needs. 
A loss of this $200 will just 
mean an increase on their 
personal expenses. We really 
need to consider this when 
we are looking at what we are 
doing with our local money 
for our classrooms because 
our teachers are utilizing it. 
They may not be utilizing it 
from Oct. 1 – May, but they 
are utilizing it.”
	 Gleaton also raised the 
point of teachers who had 
been lost in hiring opportuni-
ties due to the salary schedul-
ing. 
	 “Drivable systems around 
us that pay more than us – 
Cullman County pays above 
State matrix, Jefferson Coun-
ty pays above State matrix, 
Madison City pays above 
State matrix, Shelby Coun-
ty pays above State matrix, 

Homewood pays above State 
matrix, Hoover pays above 
State matrix, Decatur pays 
above State matrix. Y’all, we 
are losing teachers to these 
systems. We have teachers 
who are leaving us. I have 
never seen an exodus like I 
saw this year from quality 
teachers leaving our system 
and going somewhere else. 
Quality teachers who have 
been here for 20+ years.”
	 She continued, “They left 
our system, why? They live in 
our community, why would 
they leave? They have chil-
dren that have gone through, 
or are going through our 
school system, why would 
they leave? It is because of 
our salary schedule. When 
you look at the fact that our 
administration, our super-
intendents, directors, CFO’s, 
principals and assistant prin-
cipals are all making in the 
top 15% [in the state] varying 
some in the 5%--some in the 
10%, but all of them in the top 
15%, and then we turn around 
and look at our teacher salary 
and it is the bare minimum 
that you could possibly pay 

them—we need to really re-
consider that. We need to 
look at that. I do not know if it 
can be changed right now, but 
it needs to be changed.”
	 Mrs. Gleaton then point-
ed out that Homewood City 
Schools pays $1,800 - $3,000 
above State matrix and 
Mountain Brook pays $3,000 
- $10,000 as examples of local 
systems that honor and pay 
teachers based on experi-
ence. 
	 She explained, “Now look, 

I never ever want to imply 
that our administrators and 
our directors are not wor-
thy of the salary that they 
are earning. They are. They 
work very hard, but so do 
we. We work very hard, and 
we should be paid our value 
and it should reflect in a sim-
ilar way that we are paying 
our directors, and principals 
and superintendents. And 
that is all I ask. If they were 
not making in the top 15%, I 
would not be sitting here say-

ing we should be making in 
the top 15%.”
	 She concluded, “If we 
looked at this and everybody 
was making State matrix, 
then we would be going, ‘OK, 
we may be honoring the fact 
that we may disagree in opin-
ion and every ounce of pen-
nies that we can send toward 
our students, we are sending 
toward our students.’ But that 
is not the case here. There is a 
massive discrepancy, and it 
needs to be addressed.”

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

Cullman County Bosom
Buddies Foundation, Inc.
P.O. Box 123
Vinemont, AL 35179

Tickets available through Judy Grissom at Options | 256-347-5993 or
options5993@gmail.com and www.CullmanBosomBuddies.com

Proceeds from this event benefit the Cullman County Bosom Buddies Foundation, Inc.

Buy tickets now for group assigned tables. Tables
seat 8. We look forward to seeing you there.

COMMUNITY MATTERS


