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Cullman announces designer for skateboard park, plans for water park continue to grow
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Vinemont writer Hallie Christensen now a published author

VINEMONT, Ala. — A Vinemont native’s mid-dle-grade novel was recently published through Sweet-water Press. Her book, “En-chanted Misadventures with Great-Aunt Poppy,” released Oct. 12, is available for pur-chase now on Amazon.  Hallie Christensen grew up in Cullman County sur-rounded by professional sto-rytellers - her family.  She received her B.A. in English with a minor in Ital-ian while attending The Uni-versity of Alabama and her M.A. in English instruction from Faulkner University. “My life’s background 

helped to influence my writ-ing and creativity,” Chris-tensen said. “While grow-ing up, I attended young authors conferences, played in a marching band, tried my luck as a magician, became a Junior Ranger for quite a few National Parks and for a brief moment, was a disc jockey with an eclectic taste of music spanning from The Monkees to N’SYNC.” When she isn’t writing, editing, teaching English courses or marking-up essays, she enjoys hiking, at-tending rock concerts from musicians her parents’ age, staying at Airbnbs, playing in a family band and of course, reading, with preferences in fantasy, contemporary and 

the classics.  “I have had author visits at elementary/intermediate schools in Cullman and sur-rounding areas,” Christensen said. “I had free resources for teachers on my site. My book is currently sold online where all books are sold. My novel recently received a 5-star rating from Reader’s Favor-ite.” She shared that although her novel has a spooky vibe, it takes place at Christmas, so she thought it would be a fun read for elementary and mid-dle-grade students during the holiday break.   Visit http://www.author-halliechristensen.com/ to learn more about Hallie’s work and sign up for her e-newsletter.

Lauren Estes lauren@cullmantribune.com

LAW ENFORCEMENTSheriff ’s Rodeo sees sold out crowds » PAGE 6
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-man Electric Cooperative’s Home Utility Gift allows participants to help others by paying their Cullman EC bill. The HUG program was started in the 2007 holiday 

season, but HUG payments became popular year-round as a method to assist others who are struggling financially due to a lost job, the death of a family member, house fire or other disaster or simply as an act of kindness.  Communications Man-ager of Cullman EC Brian 

Lacy stated that before the program began, customers would often come to the office to try to pay the bill of a friend in need. Lacy said, “We would do that, we just didn’t have a name for it. A few years ago, we put a name to it so people could come in and specifi-

cally ask to make a payment using our HUG program.”  To make a HUG payment, visit Cullman EC’s main office or their Addison branch and tell a member service repre-sentative who you would like to help. Lacy said the easiest way to make the payment is to 

have the recipient’s name and address. After a payment is made, the EC will mail a card, either anonymously or with your name included, to the recipient. For more information on Cullman EC’s HUG program, call 256-737-3200 or stop by one of their offices.
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BUSINESSDental Arts wins Cullman Chamber of Commerce Small Business of the Month

From left to right, Dr. Abby DiLuzio, Dr. Kari Bartlett, Dr. Kaitlin Byerly, Cheryl Knighten of SOZO Digital Media LLC FACEBOOK» PAGE 6

SPORTSRECLASSIFICATION: AHSAA releases new fall classifications; Addison, Holly Pond on the move

Holly Pond High School is moving to Class 2A following the AHSAA’s reclassification Tuesday morning. HOWARD COLE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE» PAGE 5

Left: Now-published Vinemont author Hallie Christenson; Right: Christenson’s book, “Enchanted Misadventures with Great-Aunt Poppy”CONTRIBUTED AMAZON
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Over 800 seniors pack 
Stonebridge Farms for 
annual Christmas party

– PET OF THE WEEK –

Enjoy the 
Christmas 
lights with 

Louie! Louie
CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

» PAGE 9

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Senior Center 
held its Christmas party at 
Stonebridge Farms Friday 
for the first time in two years. 
The performing band was 
“Behind the Times.” The 
room was packed with over 
800 seniors and community 
officials. The Stonebridge 
staff provided pie and drinks 
before the director of the 
Commission of Aging Steph-
anie Lawson welcomed ev-
eryone. 
 Lawson thanked the 
many sponsors of the event 
and the members of the Com-
mission on Aging, saying, 
“These ladies have a passion 

like no other and they work 
hard daily to provide service 
to you, our seniors. Com-
mission of Aging appreciates 
the funding and support 
from United Way of Cullman 
County, The Alabama De-
partment of Senior Services, 
as well as NARCOG.”
 Some of the many com-
munity officials in attendance 
were Senator Garlan Gudger, 
Congressman Robert Alder-
holt, Good Hope Mayor Jerry 
Bartlett, Representative Ran-
dall Shedd, Cullman County 
Sheriff Matt Gentry, Cull-
man city council member 
Johnny Cook, Commissioner 
Kerry Watson, Circuit Clerk 
Lisa McSwain, Judge Chad 
Floyd, Cullman city council 
member David Moss and Cir-

cuit Judge Martha Williams. 
These officials delivered the 
door prizes and served food 
to the seniors. 
 Senator Gudger, the MC 
for the event, said, “How 
blessed are we to be in Cull-
man County. You can see 
what’s going on all over the 
world, but there is not anoth-
er place that I would rather be 
than Cullman County right 
here at Stonebridge with all 
of you today.”
 Wesley Britt, Cullman 
High School alumni who 
went on the play football for 
The University of Alabama, 
spoke at the event, saying, 
“It’s great to be home. It’s 
great to be in Cullman, Ala-
bama where we still celebrate 
Christmas.” Britt 

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Gov. Ivey awards more than $9.5M to 
assist victims of crime in Alabama; 
more than $300K to Cullman » PAGE 7

EDUCATION
West Elementary students help 
spread love of reading with donation 
to Imagination Library » PAGE 5

VINEMONT, Ala. — This 
Christmas season, Vinemont 
Elementary School has an-

nounced a new tradition. The 
brand-new holiday project, 
the VES Christmas Tree 
Trail, is now located directly 
in front of the elementary 
school and features at least 

eight Christmas trees that 
have been decorated with 
ornaments made by students 
for the holiday season.
 Instructional Techni-
cal Support Specialist for 

Vinemont Elementary, 
Mandy Redding, shared with 
The Tribune, “The Christ-
mas Tree Trail is intended to 
promote the Christmas Spirit 
among our school 

EDUCATION

Vinemont Elementary welcomes new 
holiday tradition – a Christmas Tree Trail
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500 meals to Mayfield, Kentucky
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New principal named at 
Holly Pond High School

Dr. Janet Turner
CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS
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Stonebridge Farms sees packed event hall on Friday
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Shrine of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament holds 

Christmas Open House

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
Shrine of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, home to Our 
Lady of the Angels Monas-
tery, held its Christmas open 
house all day Saturday, Dec. 
18. The grounds were deco-
rated with Christmas lights, 
and a huge Christmas tree 
was fully decorated in front 
of the castle. The Nuns of Our 
Lady of the Angels provided 
complimentary hot choco-
late, apple cider and cookies. 
There was also a horse-drawn 
wagon ride available for res-
ervation. Anyone who visited 
the gift shop during the open 
house received a free gift with 
any purchase.

 The Shrine is always open 
to visitors and their hours 
are 6 a.m. – 6 p.m. every day. 
Groups, schools, families 
and individuals are welcome. 
To plan a visit, go to https://
olamshrine.com/visit/. In-

dividuals and families are 
welcome to join the regularly 
scheduled activities or to ex-
plore the Shrine on their own. 
The Shrine is located at 3224 
County Road 548, Hanceville, 
AL 35077.

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
annual Therapeutic Recre-
ation Christmas Party was 
held at the Brown Center at 
Stonebridge Farms Tues-
day. The crowd gathered at 
5:30 p.m. to enjoy a holiday 
themed dinner, a magical 
performance of “The Nut-
cracker” by Ballet South and 
a conclusion of special gifts 
for each guest of honor.
 Director Kelly Pulliam 
spoke with The Tribune on 
the event, sharing, “I have 
about 270 who have RSVP’d. 
These are all families with 
special needs adults or chil-
dren, it really does not matter 
how old. We have numerous 
group homes that also attend 
from around the county. 
There are no requirements 
to be in our group or any-
thing like that. There just 
obviously needs to be some-
one in your family affected 

by a special-needs disability. 
Tonight, we will be serving 
dinner and after dinner, we 
will be having a short perfor-
mance of ‘Nutcracker’ ballet 
by Ballet South who is per-
forming for us this year, and 
when everyone leaves, they 
will receive a stocking with 
some goodies.” 
 She continued, “Angling 
for Autism raised funds and 
they donated all of the funds 
from 2020, they gave them 
to me in 2021. So, that has al-
lowed me to do this party and 
all the goodies. The stockings 
have a hot chocolate bomb, a 
candy cane, and a giant lolli-
pop.”
 Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs addressed all in at-
tendance before leading the 
room in prayer and blessing 
the food to share. He shared, 
“Technically, I am the Mayor, 
and it is kind of fun because 
I have been involved with 
Park and Rec for a long time. 
But I am really 

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Ashlyn Grey
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man hosted its first Ger-
man-themed Christkindl-
markt (Christmas market) 
on Friday, sponsored by the 

City of Cullman. The German 
theme is an homage to Cull-
man’s German heritage, 
much like the Weihnacht-
spyramide, which has been 
assembled and displayed 
next to the Cullman County 
Museum for the past three 

years. The Christkindlmarkt 
is an open-air shopping ex-
perience and featuring live 
entertainment from the 
Civic Ballet Company and 
local theater groups, as well 
as music from local bands. 
Holly Jolly Spir-

CULTURE

City celebrates German 
roots with Christkindlmarkt
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Therapeutic Recreation 
celebrate 2021 donation 
efforts with Christmas 
party at Stonebridge Farms
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The massive Christmas tree display lights up the grounds on Saturday.
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Helicon Volunteer Fire 
Department holds 
Ribbon Cutting for 

new ALS equipment

ARLEY, Ala. — The Helicon 
Volunteer Fire Department 
recently received grant fund-
ing for new Advanced Life 
Saving equipment. Chief Neil 
Feist and Assistant Chief Greg 
Ackley applied for grants 
with the help of State Rep-
resentative Tim Wadsworth 
and economic developer Dr. 
Nicole Jones. The Depart-
ment received $13,000 from 
the Alabama Association of 
Resource Conservation and 
Development, and $30,000 
from a state grant. 
	 The Helicon Fire Depart-
ment held a ribbon cutting 
for their new equipment on 

Monday. Tim Wadsworth, Dr. 
Nicole Jones and members 
of Regional Paramedical Ser-
vices and Regional Air-Med-
ical Services attended the 
event. 
	 The grants allowed for the 
purchase of a cardiac monitor 
which acts as a defibrillator 
and records electrocardio-
grams, and a LUCAS device 
which is a battery-operated 
device that does consistent 
CPR compressions.
	 The department also re-
ceived cardiac drugs and pain 
medication.
	 There are three paramed-
ics in the Fire Department 
-Greg Ackley, Kate Denotter 
and Corey Noe - who can de-
liver the medications to pa-

tients. A paramedic will also 
be required to interpret the 
EKG readings of the cardiac 
monitor, but any of the regu-
lar firefighters can be trained 
to use the LUCAS device.
	 “The average ambulance 
response time for the depart-
ment is 40 minutes, but Feist 
said he has had to wait over 
an hour for an ambulance, 
“If the ambulance is coming 
from Haleyville and we’re 
down in the Crane Hill area, 
it’s over an hour. But typi-
cally, it’s in the 40-minute 
range.”
	 This new equipment can 
be used by the first respond-
ers to assist patients in criti-
cal condition while they wait 
for an ambulance to arrive.

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

BERLIN, Ala. — The Berlin 
Town Council on Monday 
evening marked the next step 
in the growth of the munici-
pality by bringing Town Clerk 

Keirstyn Montgomery on 
board full-time, starting Jan. 
1, 2022. Montgomery will 
work a Tuesday-Saturday 
schedule during the market 
season, since she serves as 
the manager of the Berlin 
Farmers’ Market; otherwise, 

she will work a regular Mon-
day-Friday schedule. The 
council set the clerk’s salary 
at $37,440 per year and voted 
to offer 100% single insur-
ance coverage.

Pushing for 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Berlin Town Council: clerk will be 
full-time, road improvements sought
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Berlin Town Clerk Keirstyn Montgomery
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Left to right: Justin Patton RPS, Katrina Key RAMS, Corey Noe HVFD, Lee Wills RAMS, Tim Brown 
RPS, Neil Feist HVFD, Greg Ackley HVFD, Susan Tyree HVFD Kate Denotter HVFD, Tim Wadsworth 
Alabama House of Representatives, Lael Feist HVFD, Nicole Jones and Michal Minor BREMSS
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West Point Council 
approves one-time pay 
adjustment for Town 
Clerk and Parks director

Council members at Monday night’s meeting
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Dec. 22
CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Dec. 22, 2021. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Dec. 19
•	 first-degree theft of prop-
erty; person; Hwy. 157; tools; 
$3,000

Dec. 20
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; person; Hwy. 157; 
phone; $100
•	 first-degree forgery; Cull-
man Discount Pharmacy; 2nd 

Ave. SW; forged prescriptions
•	 duty upon striking unat-
tended vehicle; person; 1st 
Ave. NE; damaged to ’22 Tesla
•	 leaving scene of accident; 
person; 2nd Ave. SW; dam-
aged to ’10 Buick Enclave; 
$100

Dec. 21
•	 forgery; Cullman Furni-
ture Market; 2nd Ave. SW; 
forged check
•	 leaving scene of accident; 
person; unknown; damage to 
’17 Honda Pilot; $500
•	 second-degree criminal 
mischief; person; 1st Ave SE; 
damage to ’18 Chevy Silvera-
do; $800
•	 first-degree theft of prop-
erty; Anthony Yates Automo-
tive; Hwy. 157; ’19 Ford F350; 
$45,000
•	 harassment; person
•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass; Dollar General; 4th 
St. SW
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; person; 

4th St. SW; catalytic convert-
er; $400

ARRESTS
Dec. 20
Speakman, James R.; 26
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia (3 counts)
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property (2 counts)
•	 FTA- third-degree crimi-
nal trespass

Dec. 21
Combs, Bradley R.; 37
•	 FTA- fail to register vehi-
cle

Sims, Christopher A.; 30
•	 FTA- insurance violation

Graves, Kevin D.; 35

•	 third-degree criminal 
trespass

Brooks, Raleigh W.; 49
•	 FTA- driving without li-
cense
•	 FTA- attempt to elude 
police officer
•	 FTA- expired tag
•	 FTA- insurance violation

Peterson, Ashley S.; 39
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Protect yourself and those around 

you. Please get vaccinated today! 

And if you have symptoms of the 

COVID-19 virus, make sure to 

get tested.

Find a vaccine and testing near 

you at AlabamaUnites.com.

    COVID won’t have 
the last word. We will. 

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

ADVERTISE STATEWIDE 
or by Region in over 100 
Newspapers, reaching over 
1 million readers each week! 
Run your ad in our Classified 
Network for just $210 per 
week! Make one call to this 
newspaper (participating 
Ala-SCAN newspaper) or 
call 1-800-264-7043 to find 
out how easy it is to advertise 
statewide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. 

Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print and 
distribute your work inter-
nationally. We do the work… 
You reap the Rewards! Call 
for a FREE Author’s Submis-
sion Kit: 888-283-4780.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Ameri-
ca’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 844-
925-3534.

FREON WANTED: We pay 
$$$ for cylinders and cans. 

R12 R500 R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified Pro-
fessionals. Call 312-291-9169 
or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 

oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - $99 + FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 866-505-0828.

FOR SALE
DIRECTV SATELLITE TV 
Service Starting at $59.99/
month! Free Installation! 
160+ channels available. Call 
Now to Get the Most Sports 
& Entertainment on TV! 
844-594-7108.

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades. FREE in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation. Top quality 
- Made in the USA. Call for 
free consultation: 844-809-
9165. Ask about our specials!

ELIMINATE ROACHES 
GUARANTEED! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Odorless, 
Long Lasting. Available: 
Publix, Hardware Stores, 

Home Centers.

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND! 
Donate a car to the American 
Council of the Blind. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24 hour 
response. Running or not. 
maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! 
Call 24/7: 844-601-1342.

VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems? We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL 
1-205-267-5735, South AL 
1-251-342-8538.

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

We d n e s d a y , 
Dec. 22, 
C O V I D - 1 9 
update from 

the Alabama Department of 
Public Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospital-
izations and deaths, ADPH 
will be updating its dash-
board less frequently. Ef-
fective June 7, the Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard will 
update Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday; the Vaccine 

Distribution Dashboard 
will update Tuesday and 
Thursday and no weekend 
updates will be made. Ad-
ditional information may 
be provided in the future as 
ADPH gathers more data on 
the pandemic.

*The dashboard has been 
redesigned to help people 
better understand the cur-
rent transmission levels 
in their communities and 
the impact of COVID-19 
in Alabama. The moving 
7-day sum is updated daily 
instead of weekly--instead 
of a 3, 7 and 14-day average, 
the dashboard will provide a 

7-day moving sum for cases. 
The 2020 and 2021 break-
downs of cases and deaths 
will be provided - not just a 
total sum over both years.

Case details* (Updated 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday)  
•	 Positivity in tests in Ala-
bama: 9.7%
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2020): 387,500
•	 Confirmed cases in Al-
abama (2021): 473,610 ( 
+2,723 since Monday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2020): 7,186
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2021): 9,194 ( 

+26 since Monday)
•	 Positivity in tests in 
Cullman Co.: 6.6%
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2020): 7,561
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2021): 8,991 ( 
+76 since Monday)
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 128
•	 Deaths in Cullman 
Co. (2021): 180 ( +1 since 
Monday) 
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co. in the last 7 days: 1,567
•	 Total tested positive in 
Cullman Co. in the last 7 
days: 103
•	 Total tested in Alabama 
in the last 7 days: 49,100

•	 Total positive tests in 
Alabama in the last 7 days: 
4,770
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 432

Vaccine details (updated 
Tuesday and Thursday) 
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 7,827,125 (No update 
available)
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 4,289,825 
(No update available)
•	 Doses administered: 
5,321,649
•	 Additional doses admin-
istered: 519,790
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 

2,694,970
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine 
series: 2,199,137 
•	 Doses delivered to feder-
al programs: 3,537,300 (No 
update available)

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c o v i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s e t s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf 

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055
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CRIME

Two arrested on drug-
related charges over 
the weekend following 
served warrants
CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
County Sheriff’s Office dep-
uties went to a residence on 
County Road 463 on Friday, 
Dec. 19, to serve Felony war-
rants to an individual be-
lieved to be at the residence. 
	 Tony Lee Waldrop, 62, of 
Cullman was located at the 
residence. 
	 While there, deputies lo-
cated paraphernalia, pills and 
a large amount of metham-
phetamine. 
	 Brenda Diane Collins, 40, 
Cullman, was also located at 
the residence and had active 
warrants. 
	 Waldrop was arrested and 
charged with: drug traffick-

ing, possession of opium or 
derivative and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. 
	 Collins was arrested for 
the following warrants: fail-
ure to appear on possession 
of stolen property, posses-
sion of methamphetamine 
(six counts) and possession 
of drug paraphernalia (three 
counts).
	 “Our deputies at the Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office 
have been extremely pro-
active this holiday season,” 
Sheriff Matt Gentry said. 
“Remaining diligent and get-
ting these drugs off the street 
is a point of emphasis for the 
Sheriff’s Office. I am proud of 
the hard work and dedication 
all of our deputies continue 
to show.”

Staff Reports 
Contributor

The Cullman Tribune  
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  

BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  
HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings 
at 10 at the Hebrews 
Cafe at East Side Bap-
tist Church, 1111 Third 
Street SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/
face covering.

Baileyton Bargain 
Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station 
next to the town’s park
• Beauty and health 
products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food 
and many everyday 
items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items 
of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation. 
There will be some re-
strictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome) 
Monday and Thursday 
nights from 7-8 p.m. 
at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace 
Episcopal Church, 305 
Arnold St. NE Cullman. 
Contact phone num-
bers: 256-347-1097, 256-
841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services- 
Spirit Life Church of 
GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 Saint Joseph 
Drive NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Come and pray with 
us or come to receive 
prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Van runs in 5 Points 
Area. Call 256-841-2060 
for pickup. Breakfast at 
9:30 a.m. Small group 
classes for children, 
youth and adults at 
10 a.m., 11 a.m. Mes-
sage “EMPOWER ME 
LORD!” by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd
• Mondays-Fridays 5 
Points Food Outreach 
- CANCELED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE 
DUE TO COVID
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Small group 
classes for adults, chil-
dren and youth at 10 
a.m. Praise and worship 
and message at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- 
Free hot meals for 
children Mondays 11 
a.m. – noon, Tuesdays 
1-2 p.m. and Wednes-
days-Fridays 11 a.m. – 
noon. Cullman Housing 

Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 
256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or 
take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry, 
and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids 
Birthday Blessings 
serves children ages 1-18 
in need of assistance to 
celebrate their birth-
day. Register your child 
and pick up a birth-
day box with cake mix, 
icing, sprinkles, deco-
rations and toys! Pick 
up is the last weekend 
of the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway 
Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of 
the month at Spirit Life 
Church Cullman from 
12:30-1 p.m.  Birth cer-
tificate is required at 
the time of box pickup. 
Register at https://
f o r m . j o t f o r m . c o m / 
203435614640045. For 
more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478.

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere 
ID. Entrega en su vehí-
culo. Por favor use mas-
carilla.

Grief Share Meetings 
Fall Semester (Cull-
man First Baptist 
Church)
August – November: 
The fall semester of 
Grief Share is taking 
place at Cullman First 
Baptist Church. Weekly 
meetings are at 6 p.m. on 
Tuesdays in Room 215. 
These meetings will run 
through Nov. 9. Anyone 
who has experienced the 
loss of a friend or loved 
one is welcomed to join 
us for this faith-based 
program to help deal 
with the effects of grief 
and loss. Workbooks for 
the semester are $15, but 
scholarship funds are 
available for anyone who 
would like to attend. You 
can register online at 
https://www.griefshare.
org/ or just show up a 
little early for the next 
meeting.  Please contact 
Tammie Dunkling at 
256-339-2999 with any 
questions.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship 
for those affected by 
someone else’s addic-
tion. We offer Help by 
sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. 
We carry the message 
of hope by letting others 
know that they are not 
alone by practicing 
the 12 Steps of NAR-
ANON and changing 
our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonym-
ity. Our program is not 
a religious one, but a 

spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building 
(family life center of St 
John’s Church) Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 
or Don or Nancy McK-
enzie 256-736-3327 or 
256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Wallace State Fine 
and Performing Arts 
fall – spring perfor-
mances 
 
Night of Jazz
• Feb. 10, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring Wallace 
State Faculty and 
Friends
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu
 
The 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spell-
ing Bee 
• March 18-19, 7 p.m., 
March 20, 2 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring Wallace 
State Theatre
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu
 
Dazzle Me, Disney!
• April 7-9, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Singers
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu
 
Big Band Dance
• April 15, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the 
Fine and Performing 
Arts
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Jazz Band 
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu
 
Dance Spring Showcase 
• April 22, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring the Allegro 
Dance Theatre 
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu
 
Spring Under the Stars
• April 26, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the 
Fine and Performing 
Arts (bring lawn chairs, 
blankets etc.)
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Concert Choir and 
Concert Band
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu

Sportsman Lake Park 
Winter Wonderland
Nov. 19 – Dec. 30: This 
annual Cullman event 
is returning this year, 
featuring thousands of 
lights, Christmas train, 
horse and carriage rides, 
snow machine, photo 
booth, hot chocolate and 
more. A new addition is 
the Winter Wonderland 
Christmas Shop. Times 
are 5-9:30 p.m. For a 

more detailed schedule 
or for more information, 
call 256-734-3052.

Christmas in the Park 
Nov. 26 - Dec. 31: The 
City of Arab is hosting 
Christmas in the Park 
nightly 5-9:30 p.m. from 
Nov. 26 - Dec. 31 at Arab 
City Park (844 Shoal 
Creek Trail, Arab, AL). 
Over 2 million display 
lights to walk through! 
Admission is $6, with 
ages 2 and under free. 
For more information, 
call 256-586-6793 or 
visit https://www.arab-
city.org/   

Christmas at the 
Grotto
• Nov. 26 – Dec. 31: 
Christmas at the Grotto 
will return this season 
at the Ava Maria Grotto. 
The Grotto will open for 
special evening hours to 
allow visitors to tour the 
Grotto grounds which 
will be decorated with 
thousands of lights. This 
year, there will also be 
barbecue, music and 
even horse-drawn car-
riage rides Dec. 17 and 
18. Admission prices for 
adults - $6, students - $3, 
with children under 3 
are free. 
• For more information, 
visit http://www.ave-
mariagrotto.com.
 
Wallace State Com-
munity College spring 
registration
Dec. 11 - Jan. 15: Regis-
tration for the spring 
2022 semester is un-
derway at Wallace State 
Community College. 
Classes will begin Jan. 
10 with options for day 
and evening classes 
on campus, online and 
hybrid. Registration 
will continue through 
Jan. 15 for regular and 
Mini Term I classes. 
Mini Term II classes 
will begin March 8. Call 
256-353-8000 for more 
information. 

Christmas Dinner at 
Parkside Catfish
Dec. 24: Parkside Catfish 
(13610 Alabama High-
way 69, Baileyton, AL) 
is hosting a Christmas 
Dinner on Dec. 24 at 5 
p.m. This is a free meal 
for anyone in need. For 
more information, call 
256-796-4288.

Pleasant View Watch 
Night Service
• Dec. 31: Pleasant 
View Missionary Bap-
tist Church will have a 
Watch Night service on 
Friday, New Year’s Eve 
starting at 8 p.m. The 
guest singers will be 
“The Singing Ambassa-
dors” from Fayetteville, 
Tennessee. We will 
break for refreshments 
around 10 p.m. We will 
pray the old year out 
and the new one in. The 
church is located on U.S. 
Highway 278, approx-
imately 2 miles east of 
Holly Pond on the left. 
• For more information 
call 256-796-5986.

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

Tony Lee Waldrop
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Brenda Diane Collins
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Christopher Charles 
Pennington

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Christopher G. Barnett
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Charges (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
County deputies arrested a 
Cullman man after he was 
stopped for a traffic violation 
in the Welti area on Friday, 
Dec. 17. 
	 When Christopher G. 
Barnett, 44, Cullman, was 
pulled over, deputies located 
a baggie containing metham-
phetamine inside the vehicle. 
	 Barnett was arrested and 

charged with possession of 
methamphetamine. 
	 Cullman County Sher-
iff’s deputies also arrested a 
Hanceville man at his resi-
dence on Dec. 18. 
	 Christopher Charles Pen-
nington, 60, of Hanceville, 
was arrested by CCSO dep-
uties on multiple warrants 
which included: drug traf-
ficking, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and a FTA /
driving while license sus-
pended.

Staff Reports 
Contributed



4 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
DECEMBER 23, 2021COMMUNITY MATTERS — SPORTS

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
Cullman Bearcats hit the 
floor at Tom Drake Coliseum 
Tuesday afternoon to com-
pete in this year’s Wallace 
State Christmas Classic and 
their first foe was the Demop-
olis Tigers. The ‘Cats were re-
lentless on the defensive end 
of the floor and made nearly 
ever possession frustrating 
for the Tigers on their way 
to a 54-33 win. Cullman im-
proves to 12-0 with the win 
and Head Coach Stu Stuede-
man is very pleased with how 
his team is coming along on 
the defensive end.
	 “Our depth has come a 
long way and I just trust ev-
eryone 1-12 to be in the ball 
game. We still have a couple 
kids hurt and when they get 
back, I’ll trust them in the 
game too, but our depth has 
been remarkable, it’s awe-
some.
	 “We have really improved 
on the defensive end, full 
court and half court and it’s 
really fun to watch them,” 
Stuedeman said.
	 “When I go home at night 
and put the tape on, it is 
really fun to watch these guys 
fly around and make plays. 
That’s not to say that they 

don’t mistakes, but they’re 
a lot of fun to watch and I’m 
really proud of them. We just 
have to keep getting better 
and make sure that we play to 
our standard every quarter.”
	 Tucker Cagle scored 
inside to give the Bear-
cats a 2-0 start and after a 
three-pointer from Demop-
olis on the other end, Jamar 
Kay drilled a three of his own 
to put Cullman back in front 
5-3. Garrison Sharpe drove 
to the basket and scored 
through a foul and after 
hitting the free throw, the 
lead was up to 8-3 midway 
through the first quarter.
	 Sharpe stayed hot and 
knocked down another three 
to make it an 11-3 game. 
Tucker Apel and Cagle each 
scored to extend the lead 
to 15-3 and after Nate Zills 
added another basket inside, 
the ‘Cats went into the 
second quarter leading 17-5. 
	 Another bucket from 
Zills and a pair of free throws 
by Cagle made it a 21-5 game 
early in the second Kase 
Nixon knocked down a three 
to keep Cullman in front 
24-9 later in the period.
	 Another Nixon basket 
made it 26-9 and after a 
pair of Tucker Gambrill free 
throws, Sharpe drained a 
deep three-pointer at the 

buzzer to give the Bearcats 
a 31-12 advantage going into 
the halftime break. 
	 A three-pointer by 
Gambrill and another Apel 
layup stretched the lead to 
36-14 at the start of the third 
and Cagle buried a three from 
the top of the key to make it 
39-14. Another three-pointer 
from Gambrill and a basket 
by Sharpe made it a 44-22 
game midway through the 
third quarter and Kay and 
Sharpe each scored one more 
time in the period to put 
Cullman in front 48-24 going 
into the fourth quarter. 
	 Kay knocked down an-
other three-pointer early in 
the fourth to make it 51-24 
and after Nixon split a pair 
of free throws and Colton 
Echols laid one in, the Bear-
cats cruised to a 54-33 victo-
ry over the Tigers to remain 
unbeaten. 
	 Sharpe led the way for 
Cullman with 13 points in 
the win. Cagle finished with 
nine points and Gambrill and 
Kay each posted eight. Nixon 
scored six, Zills and Apel 
each added four and Echols 
finished with two. 
	 The Bearcats will be back 
in action at this year’s Wal-
lace State Christmas Classic 
Wednesday at 3 p.m. when 
they take on Pleasant Grove.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

Bearcats down Demopolis 54-33; improve to 12-0

Cullman’s Garrison Sharpe (15) led the ‘Cats with 13 points 
in their 54-33 win over Demopolis Tuesday.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — The 
West Point Warriors and 
Lady Warriors traveled to 
Good Hope for a pair of 
county matchups Tuesday 
night, but they were sent 
home with a pair of losses 
by the Raiders and Lady 
Raiders. Good Hope took the 
varsity girls’ game 68-49 and 
the boys defeated West Point 
76-45 to complete the sweep. 

Good Hope 68 - West Point 
49 (Varsity Girls)
Good Hope got off to a hot 
start to the game as Bailey 
Tetro and Ivey Maddox hit 
back-to-back threes to give 
the Lady Raiders a quick 
6-0 lead not even a minute 
into the game. West Point’s 
Liberty Shadix hit a layup to 
put them on the scoreboard 
with 5:52 remaining in the 
first quarter. A Heather Tetro 
layup stretched Good Hope’s 
lead to 10-4, but the Lady 
Warriors got a layup from 
Bethany Minck and a trey 
from Laklin Shadix as they 
trimmed the deficit to just 
one at 10-9. But Maddox had 
a quick answer, drilling back-
to-back long-range shots as 
the Lady Raiders went into 
the second period with a 
16-11 lead. Maddox had 11 of 
Good Hope’s 16 first-quarter 
points.
	 A Liberty Shadix trey cut 
the deficit to two to start out 
the second period, but Good 
Hope took over after that as 
Charly Johnson hit a layup to 
make it 18-14.
	 Bailey Tetro scored 
the next eight points and 
Maddox scored the next four 
points after that as the Lady 
Raiders quickly increased 
their lead to 30-14 with less 
than three minutes to go in 
the first half. Back-to-back 
baskets by Ryleigh Jones 
made it a 12-point game, 
but Bailey Tetro drilled her 
fourth trey of the first half as 
Good Hope held a 33-18 lead 
at the half.
	 West Point looked to trim 
into the deficit to start out the 
second half. A Hallie Wheeler 
trey and a Jones free throw 
made it a 33-22 game. An-
other Maddox trey, though, 
quickly made it a 36-22 con-
test. Another Wheeler trey 
cut the deficit to 11 at 38-27, 
but baskets by Maddox and 

Johnson stretched Good 
Hope’s lead to 42-27. After a 
Braelee Quinn layup made 
it 47-34, Rudi Derrick hit-
back-to-back baskets down 
low to give the Lady Raiders 
a 51-34 lead and Good Hope 
would go into the final period 
with a 53-36 advantage.
	 A Renee McLeod layup 
and a pair of Derrick saw 
Good Hope push their lead to 
57-36 to start out the fourth 
quarter. A Liberty Shadix 
trey and a Jones layup cut 
the Lady Raider lead to 
59-44, but they wouldn’t get 
any closer after that as a pair 
of Kyndall Seal treys and one 
by Maddox quickly sealed a 
huge 68-49 win for the Lady 
Raiders. With that win, Good 
Hope’s winning streak is now 
up to 10 games.
	 Maddox led the way for 
Good Hope (12-2) with 23 
points. Bailey Tetro added 
16 points. Derrick ended 
up with eight points. Seal 
and Johnson each added 
six points. Heather Tetro 
ended up with five points and 
McLeod finished with four 
points. For West Point (9-5), 
Liberty Shadix finished with 
19 points. Jones added nine 
points. Minck ended up with 
seven points. Wheeler added 
six points. Laklin Shadix and 
Kaylee Faulkner each ended 
up with three points and 
Quinn chipped in with two 
points.

Good Hope 76 - West Point 
45 (Varsity Boys)
K’mal Bell drilled a three to 
put Good Hope on the score-
board first, but West Point’s 
Sam Wheeler hit back-to-
back driving layups to give 
them an early 4-3 lead. Char-
lie O’Neil hit back-to-back 
long-range shots and Bell 
converted on a three-point 
play to give the Raiders a 
12-4 lead with less than six 
minutes to go in the opening 
quarter.
	 A Tanner Malin layup 
made it a 14-4 lead for Good 
Hope, but Kanen Trus-
sell brought the Warriors 
back into the game with 
six straight points and the 
Raider lead was now cut to 
four at 14-10. Tanner Malin 
and Tyler Cone scored Good 
Hope’s next straight points 
to give them a 20-10 lead and 
the Raiders would go into the 
second quarter with a 24-14 
lead.

	 Another Bell trey made 
it 29-15 with less than five 
minutes to go in the second 
period. Jacob Haynes added 
a layup to make it 31-15 
and later drilled three free 
throws to increase Good 
Hope’s lead to 34-17. Back-
to-back layups by Malin and 
O’Neil stretched the Raider 
lead to 38-17 and Good Hope 
would go into the half with a 
38-17 advantage.
	 A pair of Kolten Perry 
free throws made it a 38-19 
game to start out the second 
half, but a 10-0 Raider run 
quickly put to rest any hope 
of a West Point comeback. 
A pair of baskets by Bell and 
a three each from O’Neil 
and Cone saw the Warriors 
looking at a 19-point deficit 
at 48-29. Back-to-back-treys 
from Jayden Laney and Jay 
Lamar did cut the deficit to 
13 at 48-35, but Cone and 
Malin scored the team’s final 
six points of the quarter as 
Good Hope held a comfort-
able 54-30 lead after three 
periods.
	 West Point looked to 
make one more run to try 
and get back in the game as 
baskets by Lamar and Cade 
Simmons and an Andrew 
Lynn trey cut the Raider lead 
to 59-37, but eight straight 
points from Tanner and 
Tucker Malin quickly pushed 
Good Hope’s lead to 69-40. 
They would go on cruise con-
trol from there as the Raiders 
ended up rolling past the 
Warriors, 76-45. 
	 Malin led the way for 
Good Hope (8-4) with 19 
points. O’Neil added 16 
points. Bell ended up with 13 
points. Cone added 10 points. 
Haynes and Tucker Malin 
each finished with eight 
points and Cannan Jones 
chipped in with two points. 
For West Point (4-10), Trus-
sell finished with 13 points. 
Lamar added 10 points. Lynn 
finished with six points. 
Simmons ended up with five 
points. Wheeler added four 
points. Laney finished with 
three points, while Perry and 
Ashton Rodgers each ended 
up with two points.
	 The Raiders will take on 
Demopolis Wednesday at 
1:30 p.m., while the Warriors 
prepare to host a Christmas 
tournament starting Decem-
ber 27. The Lady Warriors 
won’t play until January 3 
when they host Danville.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

Raiders, Lady Raiders take county matchups over West Point

Good Hope’s Ivey Maddox finished with a game-high 23 points 
in the Lady Raiders’ 68-49 win over West Point.

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Good Hope’s Tanner Malin was recognized for scoring his 
1,000th career point at Tuesday night’s games.

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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CLETUS FITZGERALD – 256-590-4005

WISHING

YOU A

MERRY

CHRISTMAS

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Kenneth Gamble became 
the first graduate to utilize 
a wheelchair from Wallace 
State Community College’s 
Commercial Driver’s License 
program in 2020.  
	 Gamble is now employed 
with Jimbo and Company 
Transport, a family-owned 
and operated company 
based in Indiana. Jimbo and 
Company transports cargo 
trailers, horse trailers, cars, 
RV trailers and government 
trailers across the United 
States. 
	 Gamble, who lives near 
Dothan, visited campus 
during the fall 2021 semes-
ter, while fulfilling one of his 
routes.   
	 “Jimbo and Company is 
great to work for. I’ve been in 
a wheelchair since October 
2009, and this is the first time 
since then I’ve found fulfill-
ment in a job.
	 “I’m thankful Jimbo and 
Company believe in me, and 
I’m excited to prove how hard 
I’ll work,” Gamble said.
	 “It means more than 
anyone else can remotely 
comprehend.”   
	 Wallace State’s Director 
for Center for Career and 
Workforce Development, 
Jamie Blackmon, added, “We 
are so proud of Kenneth. He 
exemplifies steadfast perse-
verance, and with his dedica-
tion and positive attitude, he 
will find even more success 
throughout his life.” 
	 Over a decade ago, 
Gamble suffered a spinal 
stroke after undergoing 
major back surgery, forc-
ing him to use a wheelchair. 

Gamble, who worked previ-
ously as a mechanic, became 
interested in earning a CDL 
after watching a Facebook 
video of a fellow wheelchair 
user earning his credentials.  
	 Through networking 
connections at the Alabama 
Department of Rehab Ser-
vices, Gamble was intro-
duced to Wallace State’s CDL 
program and instructor Ben 
Matanane. 
	 During his journey 
through the Wallace State 
program, Gamble completed 

his training by using trucks 
equipped with additional 
hand controls surrounding 
the steering wheel and con-
nected to the gas and brake 
pedals.  
	 Gamble used a lift, made 
by Life Essential Lifts, to 
transition from their wheel-
chair to the truck’s driver’s 
seat.  
	 As an employee of Jimbo 
and Company, Gamble se-
lects the transportation jobs 
he’s interested in through 
a “load board,” completes a 

preliminary checklist for de-
livery, and drives each cargo 
to its intended destination.  
	 “I wouldn’t have this job 
if not for the help from the 
state, the instruction from 
Ben and Wallace State and 
those who believed in me,” 
Gamble said.
	 “There really are no 
words to express my grati-
tude for it all.”  
	 For more information 
about Wallace State’s CDL 
program, contact 256-352-
8386.

Russell Moore
Wallace State

EDUCATION

Kenneth Gamble, first Wallace State 
CDL graduate to use wheelchair, 
earns full-time job driving across U.S.

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

V I N C E N T  F U R N I T U R E
Our family serving your family since 1968

116 3RD ST SE | 256-739-2612

M

err
y

Christmas

And Happy New Year

2022

Kenneth Gamble earned his CDL license through Wallace State 
and is now driving for Jimbo and Company Transport.

WALLACE STATE



6 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
DECEMBER 23, 2021COMMUNITY MATTERS

Berlin (from Front)
road improvements
The council authorized 
Mayor Patrick Bates to apply 
for a Rebuild Alabama road 
grant of up to $250,000 to 
widen Mount Carmel Drive 
and make other road and in-
tersection improvements in 
the town.
	 Additionally, the council 
passed a resolution to en-
courage the Alabama Depart-
ment of Transportation to 
carry out a planned widening 
of U.S. Highway 278 from 
Fourth Avenue Southeast in 
Cullman out to East Point, 
since that section of road 
provides the primary route 
for Berlin residents traveling 
into Cullman. The project is 
on ALDOT’s current project 
list for Cullman County, but 
does not have an approved 
plan.

The council also voted to take 
bids for mowing, weed eating 
and bush hogging on town 
property.
	 Mayor Bates reported 
that he is talking with a firm 
to conduct Berlin’s 2021 
audit at a cost of $5,000.

Bates also reported on 
a recent meeting of the 
farmers market growers:
•	 Seven of the market’s 
eight bays are now commit-
ted.

•	 Saturdays from 8 a.m. 
- 1 p.m. will be the official 
market days, though growers 
will be allowed to come at 
other times when they have 
produce available.

•	 The market season will 
start in mid-May and run into 
October.

•	 The market will again 
participate in the Power of 
Produce, “PoP,”  program to 
introduce children to agricul-
ture.

•	 The town plans to install 
a line to provide water to 
the market. Growers also re-
quested improved signage.

The Berlin Town Council 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Monday of each month at 
Berlin Town Hall. The public 
is invited to attend.

West Point (from Front)

WEST POINT, Ala. — The 
West Point Town Council 
had only a couple of items 
on their agenda for their 
Monday night meeting. The 
council discussed the success 
of the town community meal 
that took place Saturday, 
Dec. 11, at West Point Baptist 
Church. The church provided 
350 meals to the community. 
	 Once the council ap-
proved the minutes and 
financials of the previous 
meeting, the new business 

discussed was a one-time 
pay adjustment of $1,500 for 
Clerk Joann Jones.
	 Timmy Smith said, “By no 
means is it an amount that is 
going to show how much she 
really does.” 
	 The council also approved 
a one-time pay adjustment of 
$300 for Park/Maintenance 
director Mike Wray.

The West Point Town Coun-
cil meets the third Monday of 
each month at 6 p.m. at West 
Point Town Hall. The public 
is invited to attend.

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Lawsuit (from Front)

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — At-
torney General Steve Mar-
shall filed a lawsuit Tuesday 
to block the Biden adminis-
tration’s Head Start mandate 
for program employees to 
vaccinate against COVID-19, 
and for pre-school pupils to 
wear face masks, or risk all 
federal funding.
 	 Two of Alabama’s state 
agencies—the Alabama 
Department of Human Re-
sources and the Alabama De-
partment of Early Childhood 
Education—would be affect-
ed by the mandate, as would 
all of Alabama’s Head Start 
teachers, staff, volunteers 
and students.
	 The mandate requires all 
personnel to be “fully vacci-
nated” and wear masks at all 
times, while also requiring 
students ages two years and 
older to wear masks.  
	 The lawsuit brought on 
behalf of the State of Ala-
bama argues that the U.S. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services lacks the 
legal authority to impose the 
mandate.
	 It further notes that the 
mandate conflicts with Ala-
bama’s vaccine passport law 
in that it requires state gov-
ernment entities to enforce 
it. 

	 “The Biden administra-
tion clearly has no plans to 
back down from its errant 
pursuit of nationwide vacci-
nation,” said Attorney Gener-
al Marshall.
	 “Likewise, the State of 
Alabama has no plans to 
back down from its righteous 
pursuit of nationwide injunc-
tions.” 
	 The lawsuit was filed in 
the Western District of Loui-
siana. Attorney General Mar-
shall joined with Louisiana 
Attorney General Jeff Landry 
to bring this action, along 
with his colleagues from 
Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, 
Florida, Georgia, Indiana, 
Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Mis-
sissippi, Missouri, Montana, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, South Car-
olina, South Dakota, Utah, 
West Virginia and Wyoming.  
	 Attorney General Mar-
shall added, “The victims of 
these mandates will not be 
‘the unvaccinated,’ as Presi-
dent Biden would like you to 
believe.
	 “Rather, the harm will be 
felt by the rural pre-school 
children who will be left with 
no place to go if their centers 
are shut down.
	 “A program that the fed-
eral government created is 
at risk of being destroyed by 
those who claim to care most 
about its participants.”

Office of Attorney 
Gen. Steve Marshall
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Obituary Announcements: Dec. 21-22
Betty Ann Brown, 
83, of Cullman
Betty Ann Brown, 
age 83, of Cullman, 
Alabama passed away 
on Friday, Dec. 17. Betty 
was born July 29, 1938, 
in Cullman, Alabama. 
Betty is survived by 
her daughters: Teresa 
(Mark) White and 
Lisa (Ronnie) Wilson; 
her grandchildren: 
Valerie (Terry) Keller, 
Chris (Kelly) Speegle, 
Nathan Speegle, Justin 
(Desiree) Wilson, 
Josie Wilson and Bree 
(Wade) Graff and her 
great-grandchildren: 
Skyler Speegle, Logan 
Keller, Anthony 
Speegle, Ethan Yahn, 
Isaac Medina, Izzie 
Wilson, Sophia Graff, 
RaeLynn Graff, Jack 
Wilson, Slayden 
Speegle, Aniya Graff, 
Roman Graff and Isla 
Wilson. Betty was 
preceded in death by 
her husband: Frank 
Brown; her daughter: 
Denise Brown 
Aderholt and her 
parents: Onis Almon 
and Rosalee Dover 

Conn. A celebration 
of life visitation for 
Betty will be held 
Tuesday, Dec. 21, 
from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 
Moss-Service Funeral 
Home (1901 Second 
Ave. NW, Cullman, AL 
35055). A celebration 
of life funeral service 
to follow at 1 p.m. 
in the chapel. Bro. 
Dejuan Reese and 
Bro. Samuel Tucker 
will be officiating the 
service. An interment 
will occur at Spring 
Hill Cemetery (5400 
U.S. Highway 278 
W, Cullman, AL 
35057). Moss-Service 
Funeral Home will be 
directing the service.

David Shannon 
Farley, 66, of 
H a n c e v i l l e
Memorial service 
is incomplete at 
this time for David 
Shannon Farley, 
66, of Hanceville. 
Cullman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. Mr. 
Farley passed away 
Wednesday, Dec. 22, 

at CRMC. He was born 
June 9, 1955, to Billy 
Joe and Mary Ellen 
Hall Farley. He loved 
his family, missed his 
mama and now he’s 
gone home.  He loved 
Alabama football. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
sisters: Laura Powell 
and Faith Farley and 
two infant sisters. 
Survivors include his 
son: Justin Farley; 
daughter: Shayna 
Gatlin; brothers: 
Max (Sharon) Farley 
and Dennis Farley; 
sister: Lisa Sandlin; 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Hannah and Haliey 
Farley, Josh, Austin 
and Jessica Gatlin; 
great-grandchildren: 
Carter Gatlin and 
Malakai Gatlin; 
mother of his children: 
Debbie Warren; 
family and friends.

Shirley Jeanette 
Eubanks, 65, 
of Vinemont
Funeral service for 
Shirley Jeanette 
Eubanks, 65, of 

Vinemont will be 
at 2 p.m., Thursday, 
Dec. 23, at Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with interment in 
Hebron Church of 
Christ Cemetery, with 
Rev. Tim Dubberly 
officiating.  Visitation 
will be Thursday 
from noon – 2 p.m. 
at the funeral home 
prior to the funeral. 
Cullman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 
Jeanette passed away 
Dec. 20, at Athens 
Limestone Hospital.  
She was born May 16, 
1956, to Walter Ray 
and Shirley Temple 
Baker Martin.  She was 
a dedicated mother, 
first and foremost.  She 
loved her children and 
spent her life putting 
their needs above her 
own.  She especially 
loved her role as Nana.  
She was preceded in 
death by her parents 
and a brother: Donald 
Martin. Survivors 
include her daughters: 
Misty (Kevin) Folds, 
Carrie Farr and Lisa 

Eubanks; brothers: 
Jimmy (Grace) Martin 
and Jerry (Owanna) 
Martin; grandchildren: 
Eli and Averee Folds, 
Daniel and Shiann Farr 
and Bailee and Landon 
Eubanks; great-
grandchild: Dalton 
Farr; family and friends.

Louis Patrick 
W h a t l e y
Louis Patrick Whatley 
was born Dec. 17, 
2021. Hours after 
coming into the 
world, he passed away 
peacefully surrounded 
by his loving family.
He is survived by his 
parents: Patrick and 
Kathleen Whatley; 
sisters: Therese 
Rose Whatley, Zelie 
Marie Whatley and 
Lucy Maire Whatley; 
grandparents: Dolores 
Kisbey-Green and 
Todd and Patty 
Whatley; great-
grandparents: Eithne 
Kisbey-Green and 
Clyde Whatley; aunts 
and uncles: Angela 
(Chris) Ascherman, 
Brendan Kisbey-

Green, Daniel (Amy) 
Whatley, Kelly (Brett) 
Aldridge and Clay 
(Michelle) Whatley and 
cousins: Olivia, Paul, 
Benjamin, Amelia and 
Samuel Ascherman, 
Colton Hubbard, Will, 
Andrew, June and 
Jacob Whatley, Kate, 
Luke, Ben and Anna 
Aldridge and Sydney 
Whatley. He was 
preceded in death by 
his grandfather: Kevin 
Kisbey-Green and 
great-grandparents: 
Victor Kisbey-Green, 
Ronald and Shirley 
DeKlerk, Joseph 
Whatley and James 
and Monica Staudt. A 
rosary and holy hour 
for Louis Patrick will 
be held Thursday, 
Dec. 30, at 9 a.m. at 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church (217 Second 
Street SE, Cullman, AL 
35055). A funeral mass 
for baptized children 
will be Thursday, 
Dec. 30, at 10 a.m. at 
Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church. Interment will 
follow at Sacred Heart 
Catholic Cemetery. 

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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Bill Smith Used Cars

© 2021 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

STK#18374A

2015 FORD EXPLORER

$18,897

STK#28081B

2014 NISSAN ALTIMA

$11,897

STK#14259A

2017 BUICK ENVISION

$19,897

STK#18030D

2015 CHEVROLET SILVERADO

$34,897

STK#01244

2017 GMC SIERRA 1500

$34,897

STK#18790B

2010 CHEVROLET SILVERADO 1500

$17,897

STK#14213C
2014 CHEVROLET IMPALA

$16,897

STK#14069B

2010 FORD MUSTANG

$11,897

STK#18611B

2019 CHRYSLER 300

$29,897

STK#18054C

2016 KIA FORTE5

$15,897

STK#18784A

2014 NISSAN ALTIMA

$14,897

STK#18040C

2016 KIA SPORTAGE

$17,897

STK#14261B

2017 NISSAN ROGUE

$18,987

STK#14265A

2015 HONDA PILOT

$19,897

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1915 2ND AVE NW
CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256.735.2898

GREAT RATES 
WITH FLEXIBLE 

FINANCING!

2020 GMC 
DEALER

OF THE YEAR

We are buying good used vehicles under 150k 
miles. Willing to make an offer immediately.

FREE
LIFETIME

ROTATION
WITH

PURCHASE

25% OFF LIKE
NEW SETS OF 4

OR
MEDIUM TREAD

SETS OF 4

GIFT CERTIFICATESGIFT CERTIFICATES
AVAILABLEAVAILABLE

MERRY CHRISTMAS SALEMERRY CHRISTMAS SALE

    WE WILL MEET OR BEAT WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANYONE'SANYONE'S
PRICEPRICE ON COMPARABLE ON COMPARABLE

MANUFACTURERS AND SIZES!MANUFACTURERS AND SIZES!

. . . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1


