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Helicon Volunteer Fire Department holds Ribbon Cutting for new ALS equipment
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– LOCAL CHARITIES –Year-end reports: ‘Laughter, love and the pure presence of the Lord’ Curt’s Closet makes big move in 2021

CULLMAN, Ala. — Curt’s Closet had a moving expe-rience in 2021, literally. Re-locating to a new and larger facility and becoming a full-time operation, the child and youth clothing ministry has expanded to keep up with growing needs. “This past year has been a roller coaster of a ride for all of us here at Curt’s Closet: many ups and very few downs,” said founder Ashley Wilson. “Laughter, love and the pure presence of the Lord surrounds this building. I am a firm believer that when God gives you a calling, a path forward, and a vision that you have no doubt is only from 

Him, He will see you through and provide. Curt’s Closet is a true example of God’s work. “I have definitely steppe d out in Faith this past year. I hate change, it scares me to my core. But, when we were approached by St. John’s Church about their vacant building on Third Avenue Southeast, I knew it was time for change. And God had extraordinary plans within these walls.” Wilson opened the new Curt’s Closet in April at 1101 Third Ave. SE in Cullman, with a much larger building and a separate freestanding warehouse.  Said Wilson, “With our new expanded square foot-age, we are able to store nu-merous items for the families 

we serve, provide a comfort space for volunteers and add new projects, like Curt’s Christmas. Since moving to our new home we have seen an increase in donations, vol-unteers and interest about our organization. It amazes me the new connection I make daily here at Curt’s Closet. It makes my heart happy knowing Curt’s legacy lives not only in this commu-nity but worldwide.” Curt’s ChristmasIn the summer, Wilson and her board were approached by Christmas Love, a 25-year-old Cullman-based nonprofit that provides for children in need and their families at Christmas, with an offer to take charge of the 

W.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.com
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Christmas Love Inc. passed the torch to Curt’s Closet for the formation of Curt’s Christmas in 2021. Left to right: Champ Crocker, Nancy Bryant, Ashley Wilson, Javon Daniel, Angie Jarrett, Helen Lewis, Jayne Roberts CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO
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City leaders answer questions, dispel rumors regarding Terri Pines acquisition
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– EMERGENCY RESPONDERS –

Fire at Colony Exxon, 
pedestrian killed in 

relation to fire

COLONY, Ala. — Cullman 
County Hazmat and multiple 
fire departments respond-
ed to the Colony Exxon on 
Sunday evening around 9 
p.m. where a gas pump had 
caught fire and had reached a 
pickup truck. 
 According to Cullman 
County Hazmat Chief Jeremy 
Simmons, they secured the 
drains from hazardous run 

off from the gas pump when 
a deputy on scene advised 
them there had been a pedes-
trian stuck in the area of the 
291 mile marker. 
 “Myself and a Dodge City 
unit went to attempt to locate 
the pedestrian,” Simmons 
said. “We made contact with 
the vehicle that struck the pe-
destrian and the deputy who 
was with us said the pedestri-
an had been located approx-
imately 100 yards from our 
location. We then made con-

tact and it was confirmed the 
pedestrian was deceased.”
 Cullman County Coroner 
Jeremy Kilpatrick identi-
fied the pedestrian as Jasper 
Woods, 50, of Waynesville, 
Georgia. Woods was also 
identified as the driver of the 
pickup truck that was on fire. 
 The gas pump fire was 
contained around 10:30 p.m.
 The fire is currently under 
investigation and more infor-
mation will be reported once 
it becomes readily available.

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2021VOL. 148 • 50¢ PER COPY USPS 139-700 • NO. 214

SERVING CULLMAN – IN THE HEART OF DIXIE – SINCE 1874

The Cullman TribuneThe Cullman Tribune

MAKE IT A CHRISTMAS TO REMEMBER

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

© 2021 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

STK#111521

2022 GMC ACADIA2022 GMC ACADIA
AWD DENALIAWD DENALI

DUAL SKYSCAPE SUNROOF | ADAPTIVE 
CRUISE CONTROL | ENHANCED AUTOMATIC 

EMERGENCY BRAKING | ADAPTIVE RIDE 
CONTROL | HD SURROUND VISION

WAS $54,985

NOW
$50,990*

CRIME

Two robbery 
suspects arrested 
in Dodge City » PAGE 2
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House listed in Top 7 
Coolest Coffee Shops 
in Alabama » PAGE 5
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Brandi 
and Seth Powell’s dream of 
owning a drive-in theater 
was finally realized this 
Christmas season. They had 

nine Christmas movies pre-
pared to show throughout 
December. Though a couple 
of the showings were unex-
pectedly rained out, the rest 
of the season saw a great turn 
out, with three of the films 
selling out.

 The Powells plan to start 
their Throwback Outdoor 
Cinema back up in the spring. 
 Brandi said, “We would 
like to offer the screen for 
rent as well as hosting our 
own movie nights.”
 Brandi is in 

ENTERTAINMENT

Cullman drive-in theater to 
return for a spring 2022 season
Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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Tim Sartin brings 23 years of service to 
his new role as EMA director.
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EMERGENCY RESPONDERS

Cullman EMA 
announces new 
weather alert system 
ahead of inclement 
weather » PAGE 6

CULLMAN, Ala. — With the 
start of a new year comes a 
new chapter for the Cullman 
County Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. With director 

Phyllis Little stepping down, 
the EMA will ring in the New 
Year under the direction of 
Tim Sartin, who has been 
working with Little at the 
agency since the start of De-
cember to make the transi-
tion as smooth as possible.

 Sartin’s career in public 
safety has been extensive, 
serving in the Cullman EMS 
for 23 years and serving in 
an on-and-off capacity for 
volunteer fire services and 
reserve police in that same 
time.

EMERGENCY RESPONDERS

Cullman EMA welcomes 
Tim Sartin as new director
Heather Mann
heather@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 3

– YEAR-END REPORTS –

Cullman County 
Commission on Aging 

discuss impact of 2021 
on senior centers

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Commission 
on Aging director Stepha-
nie Lawson spoke about the 
many events of the past year 
since the senior centers were 
reopened in June. All cen-
ters in Cullman County cel-
ebrated opening their doors 
once more with a cook-out. 
Lawson said, “Sheriff Gentry 
kicked it off for us by making 
sure he got around to every 
one of the full-time centers 
as well as the part-time cen-
ters and doing a cook-out, 
welcoming the seniors back.” 
These cookouts took place 
from June until September 
2021. 
 The first event the Senior 
center was able to hold upon 
reopening was the Senior 
Health Fair in September. 

The center also held an Okto-
berfest Senior Day, Cullman 
County Fair Senior Day and 
the Senior Christmas party at 
Stonebridge. 
 The senior centers were 
not allowed to open until 
June this year due to COVID-
19. Lawson said it is always 
possible that the centers will 
close again. She said, “We are 
governed, as far as that goes, 
by the Alabama Department 
of Senior Services, so it is just 
depending on mandates that 
come down from the gover-
nor.” Lawson has not heard 
any news of senior centers 
needing to shut down again 
so far.
 On gatherings of large 
groups of seniors for spe-
cial events during COVID, 
Lawson said, “My personal 
opinion on it, and that’s all it 
is, is most of our seniors were 
ready to get back, they were 

ready to get out. Probably the 
majority of them have been 
vaccinated, and they are of 
the age to where if they feel 
safe, and they want to come 
out, and they want to gather 
with their friends and enjoy 
themselves, then we want to 
offer as safely as we can for 
them to be able to do that.”
 Lawson said that the 
centers do not have a mask 
mandate at this point, but the 
seniors are welcome to wear a 
mask and social distance if it 
makes them feel more com-
fortable.
 Lawson continued, “I 
think it’s very important for 
people to be able to make 
some of these decisions for 
themselves.”
 Lawson does not cur-
rently have any big events 
planned for the centers for 
next year, but the centers will 
continue to meet as usual.

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Seniors pictured at the Crane Hill Senior Center
CULLMAN COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING

ENTERTAINMENT

Ring in 2022 with these 
Cullman-based events!
CULLMAN, Ala. — This 
weekend, 2021 will come to 
a close and Cullman is ready 
to see it out with a bang. With 
several events livening the 
city throughout New Year’s 
Eve, 2022 is sure to be ush-
ered in in style.
 Goat Island Brewing will 
be hosting their New Year’s 
Eve event, at which they will 
celebrate the countdown of 
the year together.
 This event will run from 
7 p.m. – midnight and will be 
catered by Freddie Day with 
prime rib plates for $30 per 
person. Live music will also 
be performed by Round 2 for 
the evening.
 412 Public House will 
also be celebrating the New 
Year with live music from the 
band, Brēz. 
 An announcement of the 
event reads, “Join us this New 
Year’s Eve! Dinner commenc-
es at 5 p.m. with a special New 
Year’s Eve menu by Chef Rico 
and his team. Dinner will be 
served until 10 p.m.
 The 9 p.m. hour welcomes 
our special friends from the 
band, Brēz!
 They will be helping us 

rock into the New Year well 
past midnight. Our cele-
bration will be topped with 
a Champagne toast as we 
complete our countdown to 
2022!”
 While the parties are fun, 
those who are looking to cel-
ebrate New Year’s Day in a 
more relaxing way might be 
interesting in the Bob Ross 
Oil Painting Class that will 
be taking place at Karma’s 
Coffee House.
 On Saturday, all are en-
couraged to attend and learn 
the wet-on-wet technique, 
made popular by Bob Ross, 
from a certified Bob Ross in-
structor.
 The class fee is $45, 
which includes all materials 
and supplies, except for the 
canvas. Students will need to 
bring a 11x14 inch canvas to 
class.
 The morning class will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. and finish-
es at 11:30 a.m., at which time 
participants will take home 
a completed painting. The 
afternoon class will begin at 
12:30 p.m. and end at 2:30 
p.m. Due to COVID-19, Stu-
dents are required to bring 
and use a face mask without a 
valve.
 “This is an 

Ashlyn Grey 
ashlyn@cullmantribune.com
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– YEAR-END REPORTS –

Flourishing in 2021: 
Flourish of Cullman 

expands staff, services

CULLMAN, Ala. — Flourish 
of Cullman, Inc. is a nonprof-
it that empowers people with 
disabilities to live, work, play 
and enjoy life with as much 
independence as possible. 
The program offers life and 
career coaching, job place-
ment assistance, structured 
play and social activities for 
its clients. Director Melissa 
Dew reported that 2021 was 
a busy year for her organiza-
tion and people.
	 “So many things have 
happened in 2021,” said Dew. 
“2021 is Flourish’s fifth year 
since the organization was 
founded. This year we have 
had 36 referrals. We are par-
ticipating in a new pilot pro-

gram with the Alabama De-
partment of Mental Health 
and the Alabama Department 
of Rehabilitation Services. 
The pilot program was de-
veloped to assist individuals 
on the waiting list for the 310 
Scope Medicaid Waiver. We 
are one of the six organiza-
tions throughout Alabama to 
participate. 
	 “We provide transition 
classes to the schools in Cull-
man City, Cullman County, 
and surrounding counties. 
The Alabama Department of 
Rehabilitation funds these 
classes. Each class focuses 
on skills needed to become 
employed after high school. 
Individuals participating in 
these classes must have an 
IEP or 504 plan to be eligible.
	 “Flourish recently started 

a cooking class that meets one 
night a week for eight weeks, 
beginning with fundamental 
tasks like food safety, how to 
use a microwave, and how to 
prepare different meals for 
their family.
	 “We partnered with 
Childhaven to use one of 
their empty homes to help 
the classes be home-based. 
There were five participants 
in the last class. Flourish will 
begin another cooking class 
in March. Follow our Face-
book page and stay tuned for 
those details.” 
	 Flourish’s social group 
was restricted by COVID, but 
has been able to resume, fol-
lowing CDC guidelines, with 
a new Social Coordinator, 
Jessica Fox, a graduate of the 
Wallace State Oc-

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

VICTORIA’S HOPE

SATURDAY, JANUARY 1, 2022VOL. 149 • 50¢ PER COPY USPS 139-700 • NO. 1

SERVING CULLMAN – IN THE HEART OF DIXIE – SINCE 1874

The Cullman TribuneThe Cullman Tribune

MAKE IT A CHRISTMAS TO REMEMBER

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

© 2021 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

STK#111521

2022 GMC ACADIA2022 GMC ACADIA
AWD DENALIAWD DENALI

DUAL SKYSCAPE SUNROOF | ADAPTIVE 
CRUISE CONTROL | ENHANCED AUTOMATIC 

EMERGENCY BRAKING | ADAPTIVE RIDE 
CONTROL | HD SURROUND VISION

WAS $54,985

NOW
$50,990*

LOCAL CHARITIES

The Link of Cullman 
County recognized as 
Birmingham Squadron’s 
Non-Profit of the Night » PAGE 2

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Cullman County 
Commission approves 
American Rescue Plan 
Act Funds for temporary 
premium pay program » PAGE 3

» PAGE 6

Teresa Hunt, Dana Creel and Brenda Turk dressed the part for Flourish of 
Cullman’s Roaring 20s Bingo and Silent Auction in February 2020.

W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CULLMAN, Ala. — Victo-
ria’s Hope began in 2018 in 
Dodge City as a ministry to 

help single parents in need. 
Since then, it has grown into 
a full-time thrift store near 
the heart of Cullman, where 
families in need shop for 
free, and where profits are 

channeled into other local 
charities.  For founder April 
Bowen German, 2021 was 
a year of tragic loss and in-
creasing need, but with that 
need, more op-

YEAR-END REPORTS

‘There are still lots of 
good folks out there’
Victoria’s Hope celebrates community involvement through challenges of 2021

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 6

YEAR-END REPORTS

Victim Services achieves 
goal of increased local 
services in 2021

Puppy Bella, seen in this 2019 image, is now a support 
dog working in the VSC shelter.

VICTIM SERVICES OF CULLMAN, INC.

» PAGE 2
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JANUARY 1, 2022COMMUNITY MATTERS — LOCAL

EDUCATION
Wallace State offering free training in Automation Technician, 
Computer Applications, Diesel Technology, Phlebotomy and Welding

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Wallace State Community 
College’s Adult Education 
Department, the Center for 
Career and Workforce Devel-
opment and select programs 
on campus are teaming up, 
beginning in January, to offer 
free training to any student 
seeking specific skills to enter 
the workforce.  
	 Training is available in 
Automation Technician, 
Computer Applications, 
Diesel Technology, Phlebot-
omy and Welding. No high 
school diploma is required to 

enroll in the classes.  
	 Students interested in 
the program will embark on 
training courses that range 
from 4 - 12 weeks and be eli-
gible to enter the workforce 
upon completion.
	 Orientation for these 
classes is scheduled for 
Thursday, Jan. 6 at 9 a.m.  
	 The completed classes 
can be subsequently trans-
ferred as credit into respec-
tive associate degree pro-
grams if the student wishes 
to pursue their education 
further.
	 Automation Technician 
students can continue enroll-
ment into the Mechatronics, 

Electronics and Robotics 
program, Computer Applica-
tion students have the option 
to enter either the Computer 
Science or Business Admin-
istration degree path, Diesel 
Technology students can fur-
ther pursue their training to 
earn an Associate Degree and 
their CDLs, Phlebotomy stu-
dents can apply for the Med-
ical Lab Technician program 
and Welding students can 
pursue a degree in the field.   

For more information about 
the Jan. 6 orientation, con-
tact Tia Rutledge at 256-
352-8077 or at tia.rutledge@
wallacestate.edu.

Russell Moore
Wallace State

Don’t wait. If you have symptoms, 

find out if you have the virus. 

The testing is simple, fast, and 

effective at identifying COVID-19.

 

Find testing near you at 

AlabamaUnites.com.

    Take care of 
yourself and 
others with 
an easy test. 

Friday, Dec. 31, 
COVID-19 update 
from the Alabama 
Department of 

Public Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospital-
izations and deaths, ADPH 
will be updating its dash-
board less frequently. Ef-
fective June 7, the Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard will 
update Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday; the Vaccine 
Distribution Dashboard will 

update Tuesday and Thurs-
day and no weekend updates 
will be made. Additional 
information may be provid-
ed in the future as ADPH 
gathers more data on the 
pandemic.

*The dashboard has been 
redesigned to help people 
better understand the cur-
rent transmission levels 
in their communities and 
the impact of COVID-19 
in Alabama. The moving 
7-day sum is updated daily 
instead of weekly--instead 
of a 3, 7 and 14-day average, 
the dashboard will provide a 
7-day moving sum for cases. 

The 2020 and 2021 break-
downs of cases and deaths 
will be provided - not just a 
total sum over both years.

Case details* (Updated 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday) No Updates Avail-
able
•	 Positivity in tests in Ala-
bama: 27%
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2020): 387,479
•	 Confirmed cases in Al-
abama (2021): 492,828 ( 
+9,693 since Monday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2020): 7,186
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2021): 9,268 ( 

+36 since Monday)
•	 Positivity in tests in Cull-
man Co.: 10.1%
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2020): 7,561
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2021): 9,255 ( 
+151 since Monday)
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 128
•	 Deaths in Cullman 
Co. (2021): 182 ( +2 since 
Monday) 
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co. in the last 7 days: 1,664
•	 Total tested positive in 
Cullman Co. in the last 7 
days: 168
•	 Total tested in Alabama 
in the last 7 days: 58,941

•	 Total positive tests in 
Alabama in the last 7 days: 
15,924
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 612

Vaccine details (updated 
Tuesday and Thursday) 
No Updates Available
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 7,827,125 (No update 
available)
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 4,289,825 
(No update available)
•	 Doses administered: 
5,396,355
•	 Additional doses admin-
istered: 559,223
•	 Number of people re-

ceiving one or more doses: 
2,714,278
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine 
series: 2,213,016
•	 Doses delivered to feder-
al programs: 3,537,300 (No 
update available)

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama COVID-
19 Vaccination Allocation 
Plan at: www.alabamapubli-
chealth.gov/covid19vaccine/
assets/adph-covid19-vacci-
nation-allocation-plan.pdf 

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

Victim Services (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — In 2021, 
Victim Services of Cullman 
Inc. celebrated its 30th year 
of service to victims of crime, 
especially domestic violence, 
in Cullman County. For Di-
rector Carol Horstman, it has 
been a year of goals achieved. 
	 “This has been an ex-
citing year of expansion for 
Victim Services as we finally 
completed a goal that we 
have been working toward 
for years – the opening of 
a Sexual Assault Nurse Ex-
aminer (or SANE) Clinic in 
Cullman County for adult 
survivors of sexual assault,” 
said Horstman.
	 “Up until now, adult 

survivors of sexual assault 
have been forced to travel to 
Birmingham or Huntsville 
for a ‘rape kit’ to document, 
gather, and preserve evidence 
while also having their imme-
diate medical needs attended 
to.
	 “Local victims of sexual 
assault can now receive 
the most up-to-date, com-
prehensive care – medical 
exams, victim advocacy and 
law enforcement reporting – 
all in one location, right here 
in their own community.
	 “Victim Services works 
closely with local law en-
forcement and CRMC to 
ensure coordination of ser-
vices with the goal of decreas-
ing any additional trauma to 
the victim.” 

	 “We are grateful to Dr. 
Adam Harrison for volun-
teering his time and expertise 
to act as our SANE Medical 
Director and to the Alabama 
Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs, the 
Alabama Civil Justice Foun-
dation and People’s Bank for 
helping fund the project.”
 
By the numbers
In 2021, Victim Services saw 
1,218 women, men and chil-
dren who received 5,194 ser-
vices.
	 According to Horstman, 
“Services provided include 
crisis hotline response, emer-
gency shelter, transitional 
residence and program, 
counseling, victim advoca-
cy, victim accompaniment, 

SANE exams, assistance 
filing protection orders, 
Alabama Crime Victims 
Compensation application 
assistance, risk assessments, 
safety planning, support 
groups, life skills/empow-
erment classes, parenting 
classes, Domestic Violence 
Intervention Program – bat-
terer’s intervention, children 
and teen emotional support 
services, children’s advocacy, 
interpreter services, referrals 
and assistance with transpor-
tation, employment, housing, 
education and benefits.”
 
A community effort
“We are grateful to United 
Way of Cullman County, the 
City of Cullman and Cull-
man County Commission for 

their continued support and 
partnership,” said Horstman. 
“The community-wide sup-
port we receive is amazing. 
Thank you to the individu-
als, churches, civic groups 
and businesses who support 
our mission to end family 
violence and promote peace 
by donating money and sup-
plies. 
	 “Thanks to our generous 
community, we were able to 
provide Christmas gifts for 
children of 51 current and 
former clients, as well as gifts 
and Christmas dinner for all 
the women and children in 
our two shelters.”
 
Get involved, get help
Victim Services provides do-
mestic and sexual violence 

crisis response and recovery 
services for primary victims 
and their family members, 
no matter when the abuse oc-
curred. Services are provided 
at no cost to victims. 
	 For more information, 
call 256-775-2600 (office) 
or 256-734-6100 to speak to 
an Advocate anytime, day or 
night.
	 RNs wanting more infor-
mation on how to become a 
SANE can email SANE Clin-
ical Director Heather Mahler 
at heather@victimservices.
online.
	 To make a monetary do-
nation, or to view wish lists 
for Victim Services’ shelters, 
visit https://www.victimser-
vices.online/get-involved/
shelter-wish-list.

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Link (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Link 
has been selected as Birming-
ham Squadron’s Non-Profit 
of the Night. Birmingham 
Squadron is Birmingham’s 
new NBA G League team. 
The Squadron will take on 
the Iowa Wolves at 7 p.m., 
Saturday Jan. 8. Tickets start 
at $20, and a portion of the 
proceeds goes directly to 
the Link. To purchase tick-
ets, visit https://squadron.
spinzo.com/saturday-jan-
u a r y - 8 - 2 0 2 2 - 0 1 - 0 8 - KY-
VAY?group=link-of-cullman-
county-bge8.
	 The Link’s recent services 
include an Alabama Rural 

Coalition for the Homeless 
Rapid Rehousing program. 
The program is for people 
who are homeless or facing 
homelessness. In addition to 
rehousing, The Link can help 
people in need get caught 
up in their rent, so they are 
not evicted. Landlords with 
vacant units can call the Link 
at 256-775-0028 for more in-
formation.
	 The Link is also offering a 
24/7 Dad program from The 
National Fatherhood Initia-
tive. This 12-session work-
shop gives fathers the skills 
they need to be committed 
and involved in the lives of 
their children. The workshop 
teaches necessary parenting 
and communication skills.

	 Director of Development 
and Operations Melissa Betts 
stated the Link’s mission 
statement, “We exist to pro-
vide supportive and empow-
ering Christ-like relation-
ships to our neighbors on the 
journey toward personal and 
relational wholeness, and we 
do that through four main 
service areas.”
	 The four areas are: neigh-
bor services, educational ser-
vices, renewal services and 
family services.  
	 Neighbor services are ser-
vices in which there is a tan-
gible need. The Link gives re-
ferrals for resource needs like 
housing, utility assistance 
and crisis involvement. The 
Link is also home to a food 

pantry located in their facili-
ty and they provide monthly 
community meals. 
	 Educational services con-
sist of volunteers in public 
schools, adult literacy tutor-
ing and after school child tu-
toring.
	 Renewal services include 
classes for anger manage-
ment, parenting skills and 
learning boundaries. Class-
es raise self-awareness and 
strengthen relationships.
	 Family services include 
supervised visitation services 
and co-parenting classes. The 
Fatherhood Initiative is in-
cluded here. 
	 Betts noted that “In order 
to provide supportive and 
empowering relationships, 

we have to have people who 
are willing to come alongside 
and help mentor.”
	 The Link has several 
methods available for people 
who are looking to serve their 
community.
	 Betts invited anyone who 
would like, to “Come and 
serve in the food bank, get to 
know people coming in and 
what their needs are or teach 
a class, be a mentor one-on-
one for a child that needs 
tutoring. There’s lots of op-
portunities for serving.” To 
volunteer, call 256-775-0028 
or email info@linkingcull-
man.org.
	 Betts said that The Bir-
mingham Squadron is trying 
to highlight communities 

around them this season. 
“They are highlighting all of 
Cullman County including 
our school systems, and they 
looked for a nonprofit that 
benefits their county and we 
were selected to be that for 
Cullman County.”
	 Betts continued, “We are 
really fortunate to have a 
team like the Squadron in our 
nearby area.”
	 The Link will be recog-
nized during the game, and 
they will have an information 
table set up where people can 
gather information about 
their services or make a do-
nation. To learn more about 
The Link of Cullman County 
visit their website: https://
linkingcullman.org/.

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO



3THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JANUARY 1, 2022 LOCAL — COMMUNITY MATTERS

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

The Cullman Tribune  
Cullman County's Oldest Business, Serving the area since 1874 Publication 

Number    USPS-139-700 
Telephone: 256-739-1351    Fax: 1-256-739-4422 

Humble	Roots,	LLC	
Published daily Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 219 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, 

Alabama 35055 Entered as periodical material at the Cullman Post
Office Periodical postage paid at Cullman, Alabama 35055 

POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:	
The Cullman Tribune 

219 Second Avenue SE 
Cullman, Alabama 35055 

Email Address: robin@cullmantribune.com 
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Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  
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HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt

MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    
RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  

JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe at 
East Side Baptist Church, 
1111 Third Street SE in 
Cullman
• Please wear a mask/face 
covering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, 
pet items, food and many 
everyday items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a 
bag, and for $40 a shopper 
can fill a large box. Some of 
the items of greater value 
will require a larger dona-
tion. There will be some 
restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings 
(all are welcome) Monday 
and Thursday nights from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next to 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 Saint Joseph 
Drive NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to 
receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Van runs in 5 Points 
Area. Call 256-841-2060 
for pickup. Breakfast at 
9:30 a.m. Small group 
classes for children, youth 
and adults at 10 a.m., 11 

a.m. Message “EMPOW-
ER ME LORD!” by Pastor 
Bobby Dodd
• Mondays-Fridays 5 
Points Food Outreach: 
CANCELED UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE DUE 
TO COVID
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pickup. 
Small group classes for 
adults, children and youth 
at 10 a.m. Praise and wor-
ship and message at 11 
a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m. – noon, 
Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
Wednesdays-Fridays 11 
a.m. – noon. Cullman 
Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry, and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings serves chil-
dren ages 1-18 in need of 
assistance to celebrate 
their birthday. Register 
your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, dec-
orations and toys! Pick up 
is the last weekend of the 
month. Saturday (5100 
Curry Highway Suite 
100-B Jasper, AL 35504) 
from 3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month 
at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1 
p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of 
box pickup. Register at 
h tt p s : // f o r m . j ot f o r m .
com/-203435614640045. 
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-7478.

Miércoles de Despensas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la comu-
nidad. No requiere ID. En-
trega en su vehículo. Por 
favor use mascarilla.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 

worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our 
experiences, strength and 
hope. We carry the mes-
sage of hope by letting 
others know that they 
are not alone by practic-
ing the 12 Steps of NAR-
ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of 
life. Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building 
(family life center of St 
John’s Church) Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or 
Don or Nancy McKenzie 
256-736-3327 or 256-736-
3470 for more informa-
tion. 

Wallace State Fine and 
Performing Arts fall – 
spring performances 
 
Night of Jazz
• Feb. 10, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring Wallace State 
Faculty and Friends
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wallaces-
tate.edu
 
The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee 
• March 18-19, 7 p.m., 
March 20, 2 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring Wallace State 
Theatre
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wallaces-
tate.edu
 
Dazzle Me, Disney!
• April 7-9, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Singers
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wallaces-
tate.edu
 
Big Band Dance
• April 15, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the 
Fine and Performing Arts
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Jazz Band 

• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wallaces-
tate.edu
 
Dance Spring Showcase 
• April 22, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring the Allegro 
Dance Theatre 
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wallaces-
tate.edu
 
Spring Under the Stars
• April 26, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the 
Fine and Performing Arts 
(bring lawn chairs, blan-
kets etc.)
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Concert Choir and 
Concert Band
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wallaces-
tate.edu

Wallace State Commu-
nity College spring reg-
istration
Dec. 11 - Jan. 15: Registra-
tion for the spring 2022 
semester is underway at 
Wallace State Community 
College. Classes will begin 
Jan. 10 with options for 
day and evening classes 
on campus, online and 
hybrid. Registration will 
continue through Jan. 15 
for regular and Mini Term 
I classes. Mini Term II 
classes will begin March 
8. Call 256-353-8000 for 
more information. 

Sing Me to Heaven choir 
concert
Jan. 18: Cullman choir 
Cullman Women Sing will 
be holding their concert 
“Sing Me to Heaven” on 
Tuesday, Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. 
at Seventh Street Baptist 
Church. Admission is free, 
but donations are appre-
ciated.

Cullman Community 
Theatre’s “Arsenic and 
Old Lace”
Feb. 18-20: Cullman 
Community Theatre will 
present “Arsenic and Old 
Lace,” a play by Joseph 
Kesselring, Friday, Feb. 
18 – Sunday, Feb. 20 at 
Stonebridge Farms. More 
information to come.

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

Commission (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Commission on 
Tuesday evening recognized 
Phyllis Little who is retiring 
after 26 years with the Cull-
man County EMA. Clemons 
said, “We appreciate your 
dedication to the citizens of 
Cullman County for 26 years, 
that’s amazing, so thank you.” 
Kerry Watson added, “I want 
to thank you, not only for 
your service, but for your 
friendship. I consider you a 
very good friend and we go 
way back. I want to thank you 
for what you have done for 
the community.”
	 Tina Brown was not pres-
ent at the meeting but was 
also recognized for retiring 
after 23 years with Sales Tax. 
	 The Commission pro-
claimed January 2022 
Human Trafficking Aware-
ness Month. The Cullman 
County Human Trafficking 
Task Force, Director Kathy 

Wilson, DA Wilson Blay-
lock, District Judge Chad 
Floyd and District Judge 
Rusty Turner were present. 
Floyd cited a proclamation 
from the governor which 
included, “the United States 
government estimates be-
tween 600,000 and 800,000 
individuals are trafficked 
across international borders 
each year and are exploited 
through forced labor and 
forced sexual activity.”
	 To be in line with the 
American Rescue Plan, the 
resolution to adopt premium 
pay implementation poli-
cies and procedures was ap-
proved.
	 This will allow employees 
that qualify, any employee 
making less than $70,260, 
to be paid $3,000 over three 
paid periods, $1,000 each pay 
period for full-time employ-
ees.
	 Part-time employees will 
be paid $1,500 over the three 
pay periods.
	 The commission ap-

proved the expenditure of 
American Rescue Plan Act 
Funds for temporary pre-
mium pay program. For em-
ployees who do not qualify 
for the American Rescue Plan 
Act Funds, the commission 
also approved the one-time, 
non-recurring pay increase 
for active employees making 
more than 150% of the state 
average annual wage up to a 
maximum of $3,000 for full 
time and $1,500 for part time 
employees using the remain-
ing CARES Act funds. 
	 The commission rati-
fied the Homeland Security 
Grant Agreement for VHF 
Amplifiers in the amount of 
$11,810.28 (100% reimburs-
able) for the Cullman County 
EMA.
	 Also ratified was the 
Homeland Security Grant 
Agreement for the State Mor-
tuary equipment and train-
ing in the amount of $10,000 
(100% reimbursable) for the 
Cullman County EMA.
	 The Commission rat-

ified the issuance of a Tax 
– Exempt Note on behalf of 
the Health Care Authority 
of Cullman County. Cullman 
Regional has been experienc-
ing bond issues. They want to 
expand the emergency room 
to include 13 CCU beds and 
another floor will be added to 
the hospital. To satisfy the re-
quirements of the bond issue 
the governing body, having 
jurisdiction over the area 
must approve the issuance of 
the bond. 

In other business:
•	 Chairman Clemons 
was authorized to sign the 
Amendment to IAC Program. 
This amendment will allow 
counties more time to enter 
the program and set a min-
imum fee of 3% to the pro-
gram. 

•	 The commission reap-
pointed Gordon Sandlin as 
Chairman to the Local Emer-
gency Planning committee 
for FY 2022. The commission 

appointed Tim Sarton as Vice 
Chairman to the local Emer-
gency planning committee 
for FY 2022. 

•	 The transfer of one 2012 
Chevrolet Suburban from 
E-911 to Cullman County 
Commission was accepted.

•	 The chairman was autho-
rized to sign the renewal of 
Filter Maintenance Contract 
for Cullman County Deten-
tion Center with Trane in the 
amount of $22,586.85.

•	 The commission ap-
proved the Voice Evacuation 
System installed per code by 
ADS Security in the amount 
of $28,852.24 at the court-
house to be paid from the 
General Fund. This system 
is permanently affixed to the 
property and is less than the 
Public Works Bid limit of 
$50,000.

•	 The commission autho-
rized a payment to the City 

of Hanceville for Mud Creek 
Cleanup in the amount of 
$15,000 for FY 2021.

•	 The Proposed plat John 
Cook Subdivision, a minor 
subdivision containing two 
lots located on U.S. Highway 
67 was approved. 

•	 A bid was awarded to 
US Foods for two convec-
tion ovens for the Cullman 
County Detention Center in 
the amount of $43,350.94

•	 Bid #1371 for Tree Service 
2021-2022 was rejected due 
to an inadequate number of 
bids and will be rebid.

•	 The next Commission 
Work Session will be Thurs-
day, Jan. 20, 2022, at 4 p.m. 
in the Commission Meeting 
Room.

The next Commission Meet-
ing will be Thursday, Jan. 20, 
2022, at 6 p.m. The public is 
invited to attend.
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BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – 
John Samuel Shenker broke 
Auburn’s single-season 
records for tight end recep-
tions and yards but Houston 
scored on a late fourth-quar-
ter touchdown pass to win 
the Ticketsmarter Birming-
ham Bowl 17-13 Tuesday at 
sold-out Protective Stadium.
	 “I told our team in the 
locker room I’m proud of our 
guys,” Auburn coach Bryan 
Harsin said. “We have a lot 
of fantastic people on this 
team. In football, it does 
come down to execution and 
things you have to do to win 
it. We need to obviously be 
better in those areas.
	 “I’m proud to be their 
coach. Those seniors under-
stand where our football pro-
gram is going, and I appreci-
ate the seniors.  We didn’t get 
the results we wanted at the 
end of the season.”
	 After allowing a touch-
down on Houston’s opening 
drive, the Tigers kept the 
Cougars out of the end zone 
until Most Valuable Player 
Clayton Tune threw a 26-
yard touchdown pass to Jake 
Herslow with 3:27 remaining 
in the game.
	 Needing to drive 75 yards 
for a game-winning TD, 
Tank Bigsby gained 8 yards 
on Auburn’s first play, but 
three straight incompletions 
ended the possession. 

	 Trailing 10-6 in the third 
quarter, Auburn drove 78 
yards on 11 plays to take a 
13-10 lead on T.J. Finley’s 12-
yard touchdown pass to Kobe 
Hudson on third-and goal, 
helping the Tigers overcome 
the Cougars’ 10-0 first-half 
lead. 
	 Finley completed 19 of 
37 passes for 227 yards and 
a touchdown. Bigsby led 
Auburn with 96 rushing 
yards on 19 carries and 68 re-
ceiving yards on five catches, 
including a career-long 51-
yarder that led to Auburn’s 
first points on Ben Patton’s 
35-yard field goal late in the 
first half.
	 The Tigers made two 
interceptions and a fourth-
down stop in the second half, 
helping turn a 10-3 halftime 
deficit into a 13-10 lead. 
	 After Hudson’s touch-
down, Nehemiah Pritchett 
intercepted Tune but a long 
return was negated by a tar-
geting penalty on a block 
by Smoke Monday, costing 
Auburn 50 yards of field po-
sition.  
	 In his final Auburn game, 
Chandler Wooten led the 
Tigers with 12 tackles, in-
cluding a fourth-down stop 
early in the fourth quarter, 
and an interception on a 
double pass midway through 
the final period.
	 “I’d rather have zero 
tackles and win,” Wooten 
said. “We played extremely 
hard. It was never about the 

fight with this team. It’s just 
about cleaning up those little 
things. That’s how we take 
that next step.”
	 “He’s one of those guys 
you want in your organiza-
tion,” Harsin said of Wooten. 
“He’s a tremendous worker. 
He’s a guy who does what he 
says he’s going to do. That’s 
why he’s a captain. There’s 
a lot of great people in that 
locker room and he’s one of 
them.”
	 Shenker made two clutch 
grabs to set the record, a 
third-down conversion in 
the first half and a 41-yard 
gain on Auburn’s touchdown 
drive that passed Fred Bax-
ter’s 391 yards in 1991.
	 “That’s a great honor, but 
obviously we wanted to get 
the win,” said Shenker, who 
finished with five receptions 
for 54 yards to bring his re-
cord-setting season totals 
to 33 catches and 413 yards. 
“I’m happy to hold it now. 
We’ll see how long it lasts. 
That helps with recruiting, 
showing these guys we’ll 
throw to tight ends. It opens 
your offense and brings a 
huge versatile piece to it.”
	 Trailing 10-3 at the half, 
Auburn came out hot to 
start the third quarter. After 
Finley began the drive with 
a 9-yard pass to Shedrick 
Jackson, Bigsby rushed for 
15 and 32 yards on successive 
plays to set up Patton’s 35-
yard field goal that trimmed 
Houston’s lead to 10-6.

	 Houston drove 87 yards 
on 12 plays on the game’s 
opening possession, taking 
a 7-0 lead on Tune’s 5-yard 
touchdown pass to Alton Mc-
Caskill.
	 In the second quarter 
Auburn drove 55 yards on 12 
plays but video review over-
turned a fourth-and-3 com-
pletion at Houston’s 21-yard 
line. The Cougars then drove 
45 yards and took a 10-0 lead 
on Dalton Witherspoon’s 52-
yard field goal.
	 Auburn concludes the 
2021 season with a 6-7 record 

and now sets its sight on off-
season conditioning, Febru-
ary’s signing day, and spring 
practice.
	 “I’m most disappointed 
for our seniors,” Harsin said. 
“There are a lot of fixable 
things that I know we can be 
much better at. Consistent 
execution. We’re not as con-
sistent as we need to be, and 
we’ll fix them.
	 “Everything you do mat-
ters. The way we prepare, the 
way we work.  We’ll get our 
players back and refocus on 
things we know we have to do 

better, take what we learned 
from this season and go apply 
it to next year. 
	 “The inconsistency 
showed up more this year 
than the consistency did. 
We’re not going to stop.
	 “We’re going to change it, 
we’re going to fix it, and we’re 
going to get better. There is 
no Plan B.
	 “There’s Plan A, and we’re 
here to make this work, and 
we’ve got a staff and a group 
of players who are all willing 
to do whatever it takes to 
make it work.”

Jeff Shearer
AU Athletics

PREP BASKETBALL

West Point falls short against Priceville in Christmas Tournament finals

Auburn running back Tank Bigsby finished with 96 rushing 
yards in the Tigers’ 17-13 loss to Houston Tuesday.

JACOB TAYLOR/AU ATHLETICS

Birmingham Bowl: Auburn falls to Houston in season finale

TROY, Ala. — Troy legend 
DeMarcus Ware is one of 26 
modern-era semifinalist for 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
in his first year on the ballot. 
One of the greatest players 
in Troy Football history, 
Ware is on the ballot for the 
first time following a 12-year 
NFL career with the Dallas 
Cowboys and Denver Bron-
cos. Fans can get in on the 
voting action by visiting bit.
ly/HOFFanVote22.
	 A Super Bowl champion, 
nine-time Pro Bowler, four-
time first-team All-Pro and 
member of the NFL 2000s 
All-Decade Team, Ware 
ranks ninth in NFL history in 
career sacks with 138.5 (the 
stat became official in 1982). 

Additionally, he tied the NFL 
record by leading the league 
in sacks twice and was a two-
time Butkus Award winner.
	 Ware was instrumental 
in Troy’s transition to the 
Football Bowl Subdivision in 
2001 and finished his Trojan 
career as the program’s all-
time leader in tackles for loss 
with 55.5 in addition to total-
ing 27 sacks for a loss of 198 
yards to rank among the all-
time greats in Troy history.
	 Ware became a starter in 
2002 and quickly made an 
impact in the trenches by fin-
ishing fifth on the team with 
72 tackles.
	 Along with the former 
Troy and NFL star Osi 
Umenyiora, the duo com-
bined to record 25 sacks and 
40 tackles for a loss.
	 In his sophomore cam-

paign, Ware tied for 15th in 
the country with nine sacks, 
while his 19.5 tackles for 
a loss tied for ninth in the 
nation.
	 In 2002, Troy’s defense 
finished fourth in the coun-
try in total defense as the 
Trojans’ allowed 276.8 yards 
per game.
	 In 2003, Ware secured 
a selection to the NCAA Di-
vision I-A All-Independent 
Team by making 62 tackles, 
16 tackles for a loss and six 
sacks. As a junior, Ware led 
the Trojans with 32 quar-
terback hurries, five forced 
fumbles and two fumble re-
coveries.
	 A member of the Sun 
Belt Conference All-Decade 
Team, Ware was a finalist for 
the 2004 Hendricks Award, 
which is presented annually 

to the nation’s top defensive 
end.
	 The Dallas Cowboys se-
lected Ware with the 11th 
overall pick of the 2005 NFL 
Draft becoming the first-ever 
first round pick from Troy or 
the Sun Belt Conference. 
	 The 122-person group on 
the initial ballot will be cut to 
just 25 names in November 
when the Hall of Fame’s se-
lection committee announc-
es the semifinalists. 
	 That then will be pared 
down to a list of 15 finalists in 
January.
	 The committee will then 
select a group of up to five 
modern-era picks as it votes 
on the Class of 2022, along 
with senior finalist Cliff 
Branch, contributor finalist 
Art McNally and coach final-
ist Dick Vermeil.

Adam Prendergast
Troy Athletics

Troy legend DeMarcus Ware a semifinalist for Pro Football Hall of Fame; fan vote open

Troy Football legend DeMarcus Ware.
TROY ATHLETICS

WEST POINT, Ala. — The 
West Point Warriors were 
back home at Jim Boyd 
Gymnasium to compete in 
their Christmas Tourna-
ment Championship Game 
Wednesday afternoon but 
unfortunately for the home 
crowd, the Priceville Bull-
dogs were the ones who left 
with this year’s trophy. The 
Warriors trailed by 23 at one 
point in the second half but 
they rallied in the fourth 
quarter to cut the lead down 
to eight with two minutes to 
play. However, Priceville was 
able to finish strong and pull 
away with a 76-60 win. 
	 Jay Lamar scored the 
first nine points of the 
game for West Point, all on 
three-pointers, to tie the 
score at 9 midway through the 
first quarter. A run from the 
Bulldogs put them ahead 16-9 
but Andrew Lynn knocked 
down a three of his own to 
cut the lead to four. A pair of 
Kolten Perry free throws and 
another three-pointer from 
Lynn cut the Priceville lead 
to 19-17 at the end of the first 
quarter. 
	 The second quarter was 
one that the Warriors would 

like to forget. The Bulldogs 
scored the first 17 points of 
the period to take a com-
manding, 36-17 lead with 
three minutes to play in the 
half but a basket by Lamar 
finally stopped the run. How-
ever, West Point still went 
into the locker room trailing 
the Bulldogs 39-19 at half-
time. 
	 Another basket from 
Lamar made it a 42-21 game 
early in the third quarter 
and Ashton Rodgers laid one 
in and drilled a three-point-
er to cut the lead to 44-27. 
Lynn and Sam Wheeler each 
chipped away at the lead from 
the free throw line and Lamar 
buried another three in the 
final moments of the third to 
make it 51-35 going into the 
fourth quarter. 
	 The Warriors got hot 
from three-point range in 
the final period, starting with 
back-to-back treys Lynn and 
Perry that made it a 58-41 
game. Lamar added anoth-
er three later in the quarter 
to trim the lead to 13 and 
back-to-back baskets from 
Perry made it 58-49 midway 
through the fourth. Lynn and 
Wheeler each hit from three-
point range again to cut the 
lead to 63-55 with two min-
utes remaining in the game 

but West Point couldn’t get 
any closer than that. Perry 
and Lynn each added to 
their point totals in the final 

minute but couldn’t keep 
pace with Priceville. The 
Bulldogs held on to defeat 
the Warriors 76-60 and claim 

this year’s West Point Christ-
mas Tournament title. 
	 Lamar led the way for 
West Point with 19 points in 

the loss. Lynn finished with 
16 and Perry added 11. The 
Warriors will face Priceville 
at home again Monday night. 

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

West Point’s Jay Lamar led the Warriors with 19 points in their 76-60 loss to Priceville Wednesday.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Please scan our QR code or visit www.topreamerica.com to apply with Topre and take the first 
steps in an exciting new career. 

  

NOW HIRING 
714 Industrial Drive SW Cullman 

Full-time manufacturing positions available immediately.  Starting pay for Press or Assembly 
Operators is $17.72.  Excellent benefits after 90 days, and immediate match on 401k, vacation 

days on day of hire, perfect attendance and PTO bonuses, and other benefits.  This is direct hire, 
not a staffing agency.  Open availability preferred.  Must be 18 years of age or older.  

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

256-734-4645

909 FISHER STREET SW
CULLMAN

ORDER ONLINE
osakacullman.kwickmenu.com

Osaka Cullman SteakHouse

NOW

OPEN

256-727-4477

SUN - THUR: 11 A.M. - 9:30 P.M.
FRI - SAT: 11 A.M. - 10:30 P.M.

1302 2ND AVENUE SW SUITE B | CULLMAN, AL 35055

C u l l m a n - J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t i e s
G a s  D i s t r i c t

P . O .  B o x  3 9 9  C u l l m a n ,  A L  3 5 0 5 6 - 0 3 9 9

CUSTOMER SERVICE
256-734-1911 or 1-800-321-6572

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. – Monday -Thursday

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR 
HANDCRAFTED GOODS

2471 COUNTY RD. 222 CULLMAN | 256-734-1226
OPEN MON-FRI 7:30- 5:00 SAT 7:30-12:00

GARDEN PLANTS
SEEDS | FERTILIZER

FULL LINE OF
GARDEN AND LAWN
SEED, FERTILIZER
AND HOME PEST

CONTROL PRODUCTS

HOURS: TUESDAY – SATURDAY 11 – 8

WWW.JOHNNYSBARBQ.COM

DINING ROOM OPEN

DRIVE-THRU | CURBSIDE | OFFICE DELIVERIES

1401 4TH ST SW, CULLMAN | 256-734-8539

MAYOR - Woody Jacobs | PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE - John W. Cook | COUNCILMAN - Andy Page | PRESIDENT - Jenny Folsom | COUNCILMAN - David Moss | COUNCILMAN - Clint Hollingsworth

Gymnastics and Cheer Academy to continue their LEAP Program in January

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man Gymnastics and Cheer 
Academy is holding a new 
six-week LEAP program be-
ginning Thursday, Jan. 6. The 
Leading Exceptionally Amaz-
ing People, or LEAP, program 
was created in partnership 
with the Cullman Therapeu-
tic Recreation Program to 

provide a recreational outlet 
for children with disabilities. 
This program allows children 
with disabilities to partici-
pate in the sport of gymnas-
tics in a small group setting 
using age/ ability level equip-
ment. 
	 The two instructors for 
the class, Lindsey James and 
Kim Warren, are experienced 
in working with special needs 
kids.

	 James is a team coach at 
the Gymnastics and Cheer 
Academy and Warren is a 
special education teacher 
with the Cullman County 
Board of Education.
	 To register for classes, 
visit their Facebook page 
at https://www.facebook.
c o m / C u l l m a n - G y m n a s -
t i c s - a n d - C h e e r - A c a d e -
my-258323177949/.
	 First-time applicants will 

need to create an account 
and add the student who will 
be participating, then go to 
Booking and find the LEAP 
into Gymnastics Camp. If 
there is a waitlist, add your 
name at no charge. 
	 Classes will be held once 
a week each Thursday. Ages 
3-5 have two different time 
slots, one beginning at 4:15 
p.m. and another at 5:45 p.m. 
Classes for ages 6-10 will 

begin at 5 p.m.
	 Each session lasts 30 
minutes and costs $45 per 
session.
	 Tammy Allums with the 
Academy said that all par-
ticipants enjoyed the last 
session: “The parents were 
really excited and happy 
about it and wanted to make 
sure we were going to do it 
again.”
	 The Academy will not 

be holding a meet and greet 
before classes as they did 
before the last six-week ses-
sion.
	 However, if parents 
would like to meet the coach-
es before classes, they can 
call 256-739-5567 to set up a 
meeting.
	 The Cullman Gymnastics 
and Cheer Academy is locat-
ed at 1511 Sportsmans Lake 
Road NW in Cullman.

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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Flourishing (from Front)

Folks (from Front)

cupational Therapy Assistant 
program.
	 Revamped men’s and 
women’s groups have also 
become active again.
	 Flourish sponsors a vol-
unteer program in which cli-
ents go out to work at various 
places around the county, to 
gain work skills and improve 
their employability. The 
program also suffered under 
COVID, but is back up and 
running in 2021.
	 The program is led by 
Volunteer Coordinator Karli 
Lee, a Wallace State Occu-
pational Therapy Assistant 
program graduate. 
	 Dew said, “We are cur-

rently volunteering two days 
a week, one day at Hope 
Horses and one day at The 
Foundry thrift store.” 
	 Intake Coordinator Tia 
Sharp meets with each indi-
vidual as they join Flourish’s 
programs.
	 She is a graduate of the 
Wallace State Nursing Pro-
gram. In all, Flourish now has 
six full-time staffers and one 
part-time, thanks to approval 
by the organization’s board in 
2021. 
	 “This is a really big ac-
complishment for us,” said 
Dew.

Remembrance in action

Flourish started demoli-
tion for the “Robert Squires 
Independent Living Skills 
Apartment” where clients 
will learn how to live as in-
dependently as possible. The 
organization is seeking dona-
tions for supplies. 
	 Dew said, “We raised a 
total of $10,000 this year and 
need about $10,000 more to 
get it completed. 
	 “Robert, the namesake, 
was a wonderful man that 
passed away this year. Flour-
ish wanted to do something 
special to honor him.” 
	 Flourish also started the 
April Williams Scholarship 
Fund in 2021. 

	 Dew explained, “This 
fund was started in May of 
this year when my sister with 
differing abilities passed 
away. 
	 “We wanted a way to 
keep her spirit of giving 
alive for years to come. The 
scholarship fund is used to 
assist individuals that may 
need items such as interview 
clothing or work clothes. My 
family will hold her annual 
birthday party on Feb. 24 to 
build this account.”

Ready for now, planning 
for the future
Dew and her staff have 
worked to make sure Flour-

ish has the resources it needs 
to continue its mission.
	 “We have enough money 
in our rainy-day fund for 
Flourish to operate for six 
months if something were to 
happen to our funding sourc-
es,” said Dew.
	 “Flourish now has five 
different funding sources to 
help us grow and serve the 
individuals in the commu-
nity. Flourish has partnered 
again with the Wallace State 
Community College OTA 
Program for their Virtual 5K 
Run. Proceeds will go to the 
OTA program, Flourish, and 
two other nonprofits organi-
zations in our area.”

Save the date!
Dew shared, “We have an 
event coming up, ‘Flourish 
the Night Together.’ The 
event will be 80s theme. 
Guests are encouraged to 
dress up in their 80s attire, 
and come out and have fun 
raising money for Flourish of 
Cullman.
	 The event will take place 
Feb. 5, 2022, at Terri Pines 
Country Club featuring a 
silent auction, games, and of 
course, food.”

For more information on 
Flourish or the upcoming 
fundraiser, contact the Flour-
ish office at 256-735-4186.

portunities to serve.
	 “As I reflect back on 2021, 
it was definitely a year of 
change for Victoria’s Hope,” 
said German. “We started the 
year losing one of our very 
own, Robert, to complica-
tions from COVID. That left a 
huge void in our lives, and his 
shining personality is some-
thing that we will always 
miss. 
	 “We moved into a new lo-
cation in late January, which 
was a huge leap of faith. After 
moving to the new location, 
we saw our clientele and 
customer numbers increase 
greatly. I think that the new 
location helped get the word 
out about us. In 2021 we 
helped roughly 540 families 
financially in the forms of 
clothing and household do-
nations, or coming in after a 
house fire or foster children. 
We served close to 200 chil-
dren on our Butterfly Tree at 
Christmas. 
	 “We began the Butterfly 
Tree back in 2019, and I am 
amazed at how much it has 
grown since then. None of 
this could have been possible 
without the help of this amaz-
ing community. That’s what I 
love so much about this ex-
perience, seeing the way this 
community comes together 
to just make it work. We have 
also contributed financially 
to schools in the community 
as the need arose, because 
being an educator myself that 
is something that is very im-
portant to me.”
	 German launched Vic-
toria’s Hope to help single 
parents, but she has seen 
the ministry grow into much 
more. 
	 Germans said, “We have 
homeless who come in and 
need blankets and clothing, 
people who need clothing 
for job interviews but can’t 
afford anything until they get 
their first paycheck, people 
who need suits for an unex-
pected funeral, people who 
just need an electric skillet to 
make supper for the family; 
the list goes on and on. We 
want Victoria’s Hope to be 
somewhere where people 
know they can come in with-
out judgement, and get the 
help that they need. Anyone 
can fall on hard times, so we 
want people to know that that 
is what we are here for. 
	 “We also have individu-
als that come in that do not 
necessarily qualify for our 
services, but still need help 
obtaining clothing or other 

things. That is where our 
thrift store comes into play. 
We use the funds from items 
sold at the thrift store to 
pay our overhead and to put 
money back into the Cull-
man community, yet we also 
try to keep prices extremely 
low so everyone can afford 
the things. People often joke 
about how we just basically 
give everything away, and we 
kind of do, for the most part. 
But we have been so blessed 
at the donations that just 
keep coming in, we feel that’s 
our way of paying the com-
munity back.
	 “We also had a day this 
past month where the cus-
tomer paid based on the 
honor system. We had a 
bucket, and whatever you 
felt your total should be, you 
placed in the bucket without 
anyone knowing the amount. 
We did it right before Christ-
mas to help out anyone 
who might still need some 
last minute things but were 
low on funds. It was such a 
success that we have talked 
about doing this more often.”
	 Victoria’s Hope operates 
without any kind of regu-
lar corporate sponsorship, 
though local businesses have 
been generous in giving. Still, 
the work is a challenge at 
times.
	 Said German, “Honestly, 
there have been months that 
we were scared we weren’t 
going to make rent, but thank 
the Lord, we always have. I 
feel as long as we continue to 
give and do the right thing, 
that God is going to take care 
of us, and He has for the past 
three and a half years. 
	 “We have been blessed to 
have been helped by many 
local businesses including 
Mr. Plumber, Andy Podner 
with Atlas Precision Sculpt-
ing, State Farm Insurance 
Agent Shirley Quattlebaum, 
Express Meds Pharmacy, 
and many individuals we call 
our ‘angels’ who choose to 
be anonymous. All of these 
people have been a huge 
blessing to us. We also have 
partnered throughout the 
year with many other ser-
vices and nonprofits such as 
The Link, DHR, Restoring 
Women Outreach, The Public 
Library and Flourish of Cull-
man. 
	 “We had so much fun 
partnering with Flourish this 
past summer. For five weeks 
we had three of their amazing 
teens come and work with 
us. They worked four hours 

a day and assisted us with 
tasks such as sorting, hang-
ing, cleaning up the outside, 
and basically anything that 
we needed. They were such a 
huge help and the customers 
really bonded with them. I 
was excited to be able to ex-
perience this with them since 
it was during summer break. 
We all became extremely 
close during that time, and I 
hated to see them go. I look 
forward to doing it again next 
summer. I love how our vari-
ous programs come togeth-
er for the good of Cullman 
County. We would love to 
partner with other compa-
nies around the community. 
The more we come together 
the more that we are able to 
do!
	 “We definitely couldn’t 
sum up 2021 without thank-
ing our amazing volunteers: 
Lyndsay, Rona, Amy, Heidi, 
Lora, Lillie, Wendy, Jency, 
Teresa, Charles, Kassie and 
our endless numbers of cus-
tomers that we call family 
that have stepped in when it 
was needed the most.”

Reflecting on the last three 
years
German shared, “I never in 
a million years would have 
thought it would come to 
this magnitude. When I first 
began Victoria’s Hope, I 
thought maybe I might help 
a couple of people here and 
there, or every so often some-
one would come to me with a 
need, and maybe I could get 
that for them. But the way 
it’s blown up because of this 
community, that’s something 
to be thankful for. When I 
first opened the thrift store, 
I remember telling my hus-
band that I wanted to make 
it into a place where the 
community feels a part of it, a 
place not to sound cliche, but 
where everybody knows your 
name.
	 “And it blesses me so 
much to actually see it be-
coming that. When you walk 
into the door, you can just 
feel the love. There are so 
many acts of kindness that go 
on in that little building. And 
it’s not us, it’s everyone that 
walks into that store. Some-
times I think God places 
people in our store at the 
right time for a reason. We 
often see someone come and 
donate something that some-
one has just come in needing. 
	 “It’s amazing; there’s 
really no other way to put it. 
It’s a God thing. That’s what 

keeps me going. All of this 
started from me mourning 
my mother and wanting to 
do something positive in her 
memory. And because of this 
community it has turned into 
so much more. I can’t express 
my gratitude enough. 
	 “Thanking this commu-
nity is something that I can 
never do enough of. I can 
honestly say we couldn’t do 
any of this without the sup-
port of the community. We 
took a leap of faith and people 
supported us. There’s not 
any words that can show how 
thankful we are. I hope that 
Victoria’s Hope will always be 
a place that the community 
feels like they are a huge part 
of, because they are. I believe 
people continue to support 
us because they feel a sense 
of family, and a family is what 
we are.”

Looking forward to the 
future
German said, “In 2022, we 
would love to be able to take 
some steps to one day possi-
bly expand. We would love 
to maybe possibly one day 
purchase the current build-
ing that we are in; then we 
can look into expanding our 
space so we can have more 
room for donations.
	 “We always think every 
move we do that we are going 
to have more room, but we 
reach max capacity pretty 
quickly LOL. So we hope 
to one day have a separate 
building to be able to sort and 
store donations. Right now, it 
gets extremely cluttered very 
quickly. 
	 “We also would like to 
one day as well in the future 
be able to hire an employ-
ee or two. Right now we are 
based only on volunteers, and 
it’s worked up until now, but 
it’s starting to get to a point 
where it’s hard for the few of 
us to keep up. We would love 
to be able to be open more 
days a week as well, but being 
on a volunteer only basis 
right now it’s extremely hard. 
I also still would like to set up 
a Victoria’s Hope Scholarship 
at some local schools. As an 
educator, I want to give back 
in that way as much as possi-
ble.”

The final word
“I would be sugar coating 
things if I said that this has 
been easy,” said German. “It 
has been one of the hardest 
yet most rewarding things I 
have ever done. It’s definitely 

strengthened mine and my 
family’s faith and hope for 
humanity. The things I’ve 
seen and witnessed since 
beginning this, and the in-
teractions I’ve seen among 
other people and that I’ve had 
myself, I just can’t explain it. 
People like to kid me about 
how much I tear up when 

I’m there. But the stories, 
the history, the connections 
between complete strang-
ers, it’s just amazing. It just 
always reminds me that there 
are still lots of good folks out 
there, and sometimes the 
scariest risks to take become 
the most rewarding in the 
long run.”

Victoria’s Hope mourned the loss of every 
customer’s friend, Robert Squires. 
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Al-
though for most, the holidays 
bring many fun events and 
family time, for others, they 
can be reminders of loss and 
loneliness. The bat of season-
al depression often sweeps 
in when the days get shorter 
and the night appears earlier 
each day. 
	 Cullman County Coroner 
Jeremy Kilpatrick said as of 
Nov. 1, in the county there 
have been 24 overdoses, 19 

suicides and four homicides. 
The winter months and 
holidays are often a time of 
painful memories of loss, 
often triggering loneliness. 
It’s a pivotal time to check on 
your neighbors, loved ones 
and those who might struggle 
with seasonal depression. 
	 Cullman County resident 
Jessica Wynn experienced 
suicide firsthand at the loss of 
her husband in 2016, She said 
she struggles herself with 
seasonal depression.
	 “One of the main ways it 
affects me is by being tired 

all day, with no energy or will 
power to do anything,” Wynn 
said. “I absolutely feel worth-
less most days. A lot of people 
would never know the strug-
gle going on inside of other 
people because many hide it 
so well with a smile, including 
me.”
	 She said she may be 
overly emotional, but hides it 
from those closest to her, and 
often, the holidays are the 
hardest. 
	 “After losing Nick, we 
still celebrate Christmas 
with his family and keep in 

touch,” Wynn said. “We eat 
with his family every week 
and even though we enjoy 
it, there is still a dread about 
going. Being around every-
one is a constant reminder 
of what we lost. There is 
always that thought why we 
were not enough for him to 
stay. My kids struggle with 
social anxiety and depres-
sion. During the winter and 
holidays, there’s always a 
guilt of moving on or catching 
yourself having a good time 
and feeling guilty. It’s really 
important to check on those 

around who struggle with de-
pression because it’s a daily 
battle.” 
	 “The Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office would like 
to encourage everyone to 
remain diligent this holiday 
and winter season,” Sheriff 
Matt Gentry said.
	 “Enjoy the time but do 
your part to keep yourselves 
and your loved ones safe. The 
holidays can be a very trying 
time for some. Please reach 
out to your family and friends 
and check on their health and 
well-being during this time.”

	 Cullman Police Depart-
ment Public Relations Officer 
Adam Clark said to remem-
ber to check on loved ones 
who are alone. 
	 “It is very important to re-
member to call and check on 
your loved ones,” Clark said. 
“Especially if they are alone. 
The holidays can be a very 
lonely and depressing time 
for some people. If anyone 
needs any help, please con-
tact the Cullman Police De-
partment, we can talk and/or 
can get them in touch with a 
mental health professional.”

Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

LIFESTYLE

Seasonal depression – Being neighborly could be the difference 
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I’ll never forget that 
September afternoon 
back in 2017. It hap-
pened on Monday, 

September 11th, to be exact. 
Hurricane Irma had wreaked 
havoc on the Alabama Gulf 
Coast, causing major damage. 
The category-5 hurricane 
claimed the lives or 134 
people, and did over 77-bil-
lion dollars in damage. By the 
time the monster’s remnants 
reached Opelika, it seemed 
like no big deal; however, 
the weakened winds were 
still strong enough to uproot 
a giant tree at the edge of 

my neighbor’s rain-soaked 
yard. That 105-foot-tall 
poplar sliced through our 
fence and our house like a 
monstrous-serrated knife 
through a cake. No one was 
home, except Jean. By God’s 
grace, she was not injured. I 
could hardly believe my eyes 
when I pulled onto our drive-
way. Before that moment, I 
had never paid any attention 
to the size of that tree. The 
downed tree stretched over 
our driveway and completely 
across our house from one 
end to the other. It destroyed 
the roof and several of the 
rafters over our garage, de-
molished our newly-rebuilt 
chimney, and ripped holes 
through the roof over the 
main part of our house. All 

total, it caused over $40,000 
worth of damage to our 
house. The uprooted tree’s 
destruction was a sickening 
sight!
	 We hired a tree service 
to come in with trucks and 
cranes to remove the invad-
er. Once the tree was on the 
ground, they removed the 
limbs and cut the trunk up 
into several-large logs. I gave 
several of those logs to my 
friend William. They loaded 
them onto his trailer, and he 
took them to a local sawmill 
and had them sawed into 
boards.
	 A few weeks ago, a friend 
gave me several live-edge 
boards of cedar, so I asked 
William if he could bring his 
big trailer and help me pick 

them up. When he arrived, I 
noticed several other boards 
were already on his trail-
er. I didn’t give them much 
thought until we had unload-
ed my cedar, and William 
said, “Those other boards 
are yours too.” When I asked 
what they were, he said, 
“Those are boards from your 
poplar tree!”
	 Often, what appears to be 
the worst and perhaps ugliest 
thing possible, in time, be-
comes something beautiful. 
The Apostle Paul said, “We 
know that all things work to-
gether for good to them that 
love God, to them who are 
called according to his pur-
pose.”
	 Four-years ago, while 
the carpenters were there 

to repair the damage to our 
house, we hired them to also 
add an attached and covered 
back porch. Later that year, 
that porch became my retreat 
as I recovered from cancer 
surgery.
	 Then, last week, for 
Christmas, I gave Jean a 
20-inch-long charcuterie 
board that I had fashioned 
from one of the boards 
from that fallen tree. The 
heartwood of a poplar has 
a greenish-yellow vein that 
runs through it that is stun-
ning. It doesn’t even need to 
be stained. I simply sanded 
it, oiled and sealed it, and it 
looks amazing. As I stared 
at the beauty of my finished 
project, I was struck by the 
memory of how grotesque-

ly-ugly that fallen tree had 
looked as it protruded from 
our house, but how a portion 
of it had now become some-
thing so beautiful. No doubt, I 
will use the rest of my boards 
to build other beautiful 
pieces too.
	 When a monstrous tree 
is sticking through your 
house, or some other tragedy 
has hit, it is hard to imagine 
how something good, not 
to mention beautiful, could 
ever come from it. If you are 
staring at something ugly in 
your life, hang on…you may 
be pleasantly surprised what 
comes from it.

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-745-0588 (office).

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

Something ugly can become something beautiful
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

From the Files of 1950
Mrs. Jess Latham and Mrs. 
Homer Pike spent Friday af-
ternoon with Mrs. Tom Wal-
drop at Concord.
	 Betty Loyd of Mountain 
View and William McDermic 
were married on Saturday.
	 Sandra Taylor, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Taylor 
is ill with the mumps.

	 Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Sin-
yard, Jerry and Judy and 
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Spee-
gle and Dale spent Sunday 
evening with the Leonard 
Woodards at Guthery’s 
Crossroads.
	 It rained 24 days in Jan-
uary. The warm weather and 
rain have caused a great deal 
of meat spoilage.

	 Reverend J.T. Farmer has 
a new car.
	 Those spotted eating 
together last weekend were 
Sharon Howard and Bryce 
Sterling, Martha Jane Chris-
topher and Dane Estes, Betty 
Hooten and George Ham-
rick, Ruth Hasenbein and 
Charles Lee, Mary Lois Will-
ingham and Bill Lovelady, 

Jackie Speegle and Wendell 
Copeland and Joyce Glass-
cock and Willie Burmester.
	 Cullman defeated Arab, 
54 to 38. Elwin Robinson 
scored 19 points, Childs 7, 
Bobby Joe Blalock 7, Asa 
Blalock 3 and Bob Dahlke 4.
	 Mrs. Arthur Karter 
hosted a 82nd birthday party 
for Mrs. J.R. Woodard on 

February 2.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Tignal 
Holmes and Mr. and Mrs. 
E.C. Gibbs, Junior will spend 
the weekend in Birmingham 
with Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jones.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Lowell 
Weeks and Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward Ruel and families 
visited Bellingrath Gardens 
in Mobile last weekend.

	 Mrs. Alec Bland, Mrs. 
Fred Meadows and Mrs. Paul 
Meadows entertained on 
Tuesday afternoon with a 
miscellaneous shower at the 
home of Mrs. J.C. Grantham, 
honoring bride-elect, Jean 
Grantham.
	 Mrs. G.C. Basenberg and 
Mrs. Carter Gibbs spent 
Thursday in Birmingham.

HISTORY

Files from Yesteryear: 1950

POET'S CORNER

Visiting a cemetery is very 

sobering to me,

It removes the lies we

often think

That dying happens to 

someone else, and

from it, we are kept

Among the poor 

and careless 

are the rich and fearless 

With morals firm or money 

to burn

lies death just the same

The young and old, 

rich or poor,

pure or mean, 

decrepit or spry; 

the story here is matching 

Baby graves and 

blessed saints,

beautiful ladies and 

handsome gents;

preachers, teachers, 

lawyers put;

lying shoulder to shoulder, 

head to foot

From river stone 

to limestone 

pillars high, everyone dies.

River Stone | By: Randy C. Hale
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COMPARABLE MANUFACTURERS AND SIZES!COMPARABLE MANUFACTURERS AND SIZES!

25% OFF LIKE
25% OFF LIKE

NEW SETS OF 4
NEW SETS OF 4

OROR

MEDIUM TREAD
MEDIUM TREAD

SETS OF 4SETS OF 4

FREE LIFETIME
FREE LIFETIME

ROTATIONROTATION

WITHWITH

PURCHASEPURCHASE

. . . IN THAT WHILE
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SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8
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– LIFESTYLE –

52 ODES TO JOY in 2022
ODE TO AMERICAN 

JOY-GIVERS

My country ‘tis a sunny 
land of joy-giving 

heroines and heroes,

Like Don Ho, 
Quentin Tarantino, 
Edgar Allen Poe and 
Rudolph Valentino.

And, lest we forget, 
Henry David Thoreau 

also Bill, James and 
Marilyn, the Monroes.

We’ve got mounds of joy-
giving jesters and clowns

In red and yellow, black, 
white and browns.

Ladies and germs, I 
give you Mark Twain, 
Richard Pryor, Joan 

Rivers and Mel Brooks,

The Stooges Three, 
Liberace, the funsters, 
the punsters and funny 

faces making goofy looks.

Sweet tweets, there’s 
songbirds like Aretha, 
Dolly Parton, Marvin 

Gaye and Beyonce’,

And to keep it all shook 
up we’ve got Elvis, 

Chuck Berry, Chubby 
Checker and Katy Perry.

We love Lucy and Desi 
and Disney and Seuss,

Ogden Nash, Mrs. 
Calabash, The Little 
Engine Who Could 

and the caboose.

Pardner, thar’s 
cowpeeps and dogpeeps, 

Trigger, Secretariat, 
Felix and Lassie,

Meryl Streep, the 
Roadrunner’s beep-

beep; Oprah schmoozy 
and Sousa brassy.

Hats off to Mr. Rogers, 
Mrs. Doubtfire, 

Lady Liberty and 
Grandma Moses.

Hugs to Auntie Mame and 
Uncle Miltie, to smiley 

faces and honkin’ noses.

We’ve got astronauts 
and inventors, American 

ingenuity from 1776 
to perpetuity,

With Edison, Betty Boop 
and thanks, Tom Hanks, 

Spanx and hula hoops.

Able activists lead 
our way, George 

Washington, Helen 
Keller, John Wayne, 
Drs. Salk and King.

Rebels, questioners, 
visionaries and change 
agents, of thee we sing.

Chief Joseph, Cesar 
Chavez, Susan B. 

Anthony, Billy Graham, 
get my drift?

We salute role models 
and myths, Babe the 
Blue Ox, Babe Ruth 

and Taylor Swift.

We’re truly thankful to all 
our American joy-givers 

and not just being dutiful.

And, I’ll end this now 
and start every year with 

Ray Charles, “America 
the Beautiful.”

Dear Reader, 
last year in 
this weekly 
n e w s p a p e r 

series we saluted “365 
AMERICAN JOY-GIV-
ERS for 2021.” Here is a 
real quote from 12 of our 
fantasy, birthday parties:

JANUARY—“If you want 
the rainbow, you gotta put 
up with the rain.”—Dolly 
Parton (born 1/19/46)

F E B R U A R Y — “ S u r e , 
I’ve gotten old. I’ve had 
two bypass surgeries, a 
hip replacement, new 
knees…I’ve fought pros-
tate cancer and diabetes. 

I’m half-blind, can’t hear 
anything quieter than a 
jet engine, and take 40 
different medications that 
make me dizzy, winded 
and subject to blackouts. I 
have bouts with dementia, 
poor circulation, hardly 
feel my hands or feet any-
more, can’t remember if 
I’m 85 or 92, but…thank 
God, I still have my Flori-
da driver’s license.”—Red 
Buttons (born 2/5/19)

MARCH—“In giving of 
yourself, you will discov-
er a whole new life full 
of meaning and love.”—
Cesar Chavez (born 
3/31/27)

APRIL—“I didn’t have a 
mother. I had a mama.”—
Al Green (born 4/13/46)

MAY—“Fighting for 
peace is like screwing for 
virginity.”—George Carlin 
(born 5/12/37)

JUNE—“Women who 
seek to be equal to men 
lack ambition.”—Marilyn 
Monroe (born 6/1/26)

JULY—”God’s children 
and their happiness are 
my reasons for being.”—
Red Skelton (born 
7/18/13)

AUGUST—“If you follow 
your passion, you’ll never 
work a day in your life.”—
Tony Bennett (born 
8/3/26)

S E P T E M B E R — “ Yo u 
gotta try your luck at least 
once a day, because you 
could be going around 
lucky all day and not know 
it.”—Jimmy Dean (born 
9/10/28)

OCTOBER—“If there is a 
sweeter music than laugh-
ter this side of heaven, I 
haven’t heard it.”—Buster 
Keaton (born 10/4/1895)

NOVEMBER—“Some-
where, something in-
credible is waiting to be 
known.”—Carl Sagan 

(born 11/9/34)

DECEMBER—“Hope is 
the thing with feathers 
that perches in the soul 
and sings the tune without 
the words and never stops 
at all.”—Emily Dickinson 
(born 12/10/1830)

A FAVORITE 
COCKTAIL RECIPE 
from 2021 for 2022:

KATY PERRY FRENCH 
KISS COCKTAIL

INGREDIENTS
•	 2 fluid ounces Grey 
Goose vodka
•	 1 ½ ounces Chambord 
liqueur

INSTRUCTIONS
Shake ingredients with 
ice and strain in a marti-
ni glass. Garnish with a 
Hershey’s Kiss and a fresh 
raspberry.

In 2022, we continue our 
uplifting efforts through 
this spirit-challenging 
time with “52 ODES TO 
JOY” like “Ode to SUN-
SHINE” and “Ode to 
SMILES” starting with 
the salute above to those 
icons who inspire sunny 
positivity, “Ode to Amer-
ican Joy-Givers.” As a 
certified gerontologist 
for the last four decades, 
my focus has been on 
how each of us can make 
simple, positive choices 
that increase the likeli-
hood for more joy in our 
life. Also, since I’m happy 
to be celebrating my 70th 
birthday in 2022, each of 
the weekly “odes to joys” 
will end with about 20 
ideas like these that I’ll be 
planting called--
	 1,070 JOY-GIVING 
THINGS from MY FIRST 
70 YEARS: 1. Buying 
yourself sunflowers in 
the bleak midwinter. 2. 
Buying someone else 
flowers in the bleak mid-
winter. 3. Bagpipes play-
ing “Auld Lang Syne.” 
4. Zora Neale Hurston’s 
“Their Eyes Were Watch-
ing God.” 5. A King Leo 

Peppermint stick in a 
massaged orange as a sip-
ping straw. 6. Deep-tissue 
massage, 7. Eucalyptus 
oil on your temples. 8. A 
glass of water before every 
meal—including break-
fast—for year-round appe-
tite control and irrigation. 
9. Joe South “Walk A Mile 
in My Shoes.” 10. At least 
a 20-minute walk three 
times a week. 11. Stopping 
and smelling evergreens 
in winter. 12. Feeding the 
winter birds. 13. Eating 
one bite of chocolate 
once a week. 14. An apple 
schmeared with peanut 

butter for a nutritious 
meal. 15. Terri Gross 2021 
interview of 95-year-old 
Mel Brooks on National 
Public Radio. 16. Scatter-
gories. 17. “ET: The Extra-
terrestrial.” 18) Vincent 
van Gogh’s “Starry Starry 
Night” painting at NYC’s 
MOMA. 19. Don McLean’s 
“Vincent” lyrics which 
start with “Starry starry 
night.” 20. YouTube “The 
Best Joke I Ever Heard.” 
21. Diane Keaton, joy-giv-
er icon. 22. Elvis Aaron 
Presley, joy-giver icon. (To 
Be Continued)—HAVE A 
JOYFUL, NEW YEAR!

Ben South
Tribune Columnist
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