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Cullman Hoop Stars kickoff season with more members than ever

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cullman Therapeutic Recre-ation Hoop Stars basketball team held their first game of the season at the Cullman Wellness and Aquatic Center Saturday morning. The adult games begin at 9 a.m. and the youth games start at 11 a.m. The ages of the members range from four to about 65. This year’s spots on the team were quickly filled in Novem-ber with many new partici-pants. The Hoop Stars have eight adult teams and four youth teams. 

 The Angling for Autism group provided funding to the Therapeutic Recreation program for their Hoop Stars team and covered the cost of over 80 members that signed up, and is the most that has ever been registered to par-ticipate.  Director Kelly Pulliam said, “We have a couple coaches who are actual bas-ketball coaches from some different high schools and then we just have other vol-unteers. Some are parents, but most are just people who are willing to volunteer.” Pulliam also said that the games went better than ex-

pected with a bigger crowd than anticipated. “I definite-ly could not have done this without the coaches because it’s very hands on with the basketball. Definitely having experienced coaches and coaches willing to learn and help, it makes all the differ-ence.” All games in February will be held at 9 a.m., 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. on Saturdays. Prac-tices are held every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. at the Aquatic Center gym. Everyone is en-couraged to attend and cheer on the team. Coaches will be available to lead each prac-tice. 

Sara Gladneysara@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Holly Pond Town Council on Monday evening voted 

to cancel its planned con-struction of a senior center when the lowest of three re-ceived bids came in well over $200,000 above the budget set by a grant received by the 

town. Terry Acuff of Com-munity Consultants, with representatives of St. John and Associates, explained to the council that jumps in costs of materials 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTHolly Pond cancels senior center projectConstruction bids run hundreds of thousands over budgetW.C. Manncraig@cullmantribune.com

SUNNYWEATHER55 33

Terry Acuff of Community Consultants explains the high senior center bid costs to the town council Monday evening.COACH LEE HENRY
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Flourishing the Night event raises funds for Robert Squires Independent Living Skills Apartment

One of the silent auction items, an Alabama football signed by Coach Nick Saban, pictured Saturday eveningSARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE» PAGE 2Cullman Kiwanis Club presents donation to Pilot Light Home

Pilot Light Home Board Chairman Peggy Harris and Kiwanis Club President Josh Campbell SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE» PAGE 2
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– EDUCATION –

Kaden Gay of Vinemont 
Middle School wins 95th 

Cullman County Spelling Bee

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
95th annual Cullman County 
spelling bee took place at 
Temple Baptist Church on 
Monday evening at 7 p.m. The 
contest began with words 
such as squirm, honeybee, 
tantrum, science and pro-
gressed in difficulty to words 

such as effusive, pervasive 
and austere. 
 Kaden Gay, 8th grader 
from Vinemont Middle 
School, placed first with the 
correct spelling of the word 
“remorseful.”
 The runner-up was Karly 
Arndt, 7th grade, of St. Ber-
nard Preparatory School
 Vinemont Middle School 
Principal Johnny Whaley 

said about Kaden, “We’re all 
very excited and very proud 
of him. Kaden is a wonder-
ful kid, just a great kid, very 
smart, very hardworking, re-
spectful. He’s the type of kid 
that you want in your school. 
He’s a very valuable asset to 
the Vinemont School com-
munity and we’re very proud 
of him.”
 Kaden will rep-

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

VINEMONT, Ala. — At the 
Vinemont Town Council 
meeting Tuesday evening, 
council members discussed 
possible uses for the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan funds. The 

council received approxi-
mately $88,000 in June 2021 
and will receive another por-
tion this June. In October, 
$32,847 of the funds were al-
located to repaving Ridgeway 
Street.
 Chris Thompson sug-
gested using the funds for 

clean up at Henry Row Wood 
Park. The council discussed 
the possibility of creating a 
contract for having the park 
grounds cleaned and detailed 
once a month. Thompson 
said, “That could be a really 
nice park that the whole com-
munity could use.”

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Vinemont Town Council approves 
additional streetlights on Hwy. 31
Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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The Vinemont Town Council met Tuesday evening.
SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman County Spelling Bee winner Kaden Gay, left, and Elementary 
Curriculum Coordinator/Spelling Bee Sponsor Margaret Guthrie.

CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS
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Guild Mortgage 
cuts ribbon on new 
Cullman office

Guild Mortgage officially cut the ribbon on its new 
Cullman office Tuesday morning.
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– EDUCATION –

CATA students present 
Pyramid of Plastic project at  
Cullman County Courthouse

CULLMAN, Ala. — The stu-
dents of the Cullman Area 
Tech Academy showcased 
their Pyramid of Plastic proj-
ect to the Cullman County 
Commissioners on Thursday. 
The theme of the project was 
to use art to encourage recy-
cling.

 Cullman County Com-
mission Chairman Jeff 
Clemons stated, “They’ve 
been working on this a while. 
Those kids, they did an amaz-
ing job. They are doing a good 
thing.”
 The pyramid includes 
lists of facts and tips regard-
ing recycling including the 
time it takes for different 
types of litter to decompose.

 The project was a col-
laboration between the Car-
pentry, Welding and Cosme-
tology programs. The metal 
bars supporting the pyramid 
was made by the Welding 
department, the chicken 
wire holding the bottles was 
contributed by the Carpentry 
students and the bottles were 
predominantly collected by 
the students of the 

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — At 
the Hanceville City Coun-
cil meeting Thursday night, 
council members approved 
the closing of Bull Dog Lane 
for the duration of the time 

it will take to finish construc-
tion of the elementary school 
building.
 Pam Reid and Cathi Brad-
ford were both reappointed 
to the Hanceville Library 
Board for four-year terms. 
 A public hearing was set 
for March 10 at 5:30 p.m. 

to discuss the rezoning of a 
property of over half an acre 
for real estate company One 
One Two Two. The company 
has met the approval of the 
planning commission.
 The council surplused 
three vehicles, a 2020 Dodge 
1500, a 2021 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Hanceville City Council approves 
temporary closure of Bull Dog Lane
Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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The Hanceville City Council met Thursday evening.
SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Pictured left to right: Cody Thomas, Cullman County Commission Chairman Jeff Clemons, 
Kendra Case, Cullman County Commissioner Garry Marchman, Zane Montgomery and 
Cullman County Commissioner Kerry Watson pose with the Pyramid on Thursday.

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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EDUCATION

Liberty Learning 
presents workplace 
skills program at 
Cullman High School

Guest speaker Susan Eller presented with a gift from Liberty 
Learning Foundation member Brett Johnson

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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– LOCAL GOVERNMENT –

Cullman City Council clears 
hurdles for private developers in 

south and west Cullman, buys back 
unused industrial park property

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man City Council on Monday 
evening suspended regular 
procedural rules to approve 
measures that could open op-
portunities for new business 
developments in south and 
west Cullman, despite con-
cerns expressed about one 
by two local residents. Ernest 
Wright and Linda Romine 
both questioned the rezoning 
of two small adjoining parcels 
on Main Avenue southwest of 
Heritage Park, saying that a 
new business development 
there could increase traffic 
through an already-busy sec-
tion of road. Romine shared 
a further concern that the 
rezoning and development 
could landlock a piece of 

property behind the two. 
	 City Clerk Wes Moore 
said that the property behind 
and the two that front Main 
Avenue belong to the same 
owner, and that access would 
not be hindered.  He added 
that, though the city is not 
aware of development plans 
at the site, the private owner 
is free to develop his property 
as he wishes, as long as the 
development falls within the 
zoned purpose. The larger of 
the two parcels was rezoned 
from B1 to B2, both business 
zonings but with a little more 
freedom as to what could be 
developed under the new 
zoning. A narrow strip along-
side the larger parcel was 
rezoned from residential to 
business to match the larger 
parcel. The council voted 
unanimously to approve the 

rezoning. 
	 The council also voted to 
vacate a strip of land across 
U.S. Highway 278 from West 
Elementary, creating a space 
for development of a retail or 
other business space. Accord-
ing to Moore, commercial de-
velopment of that site, which 
would be linked to the traffic 
light near West Elementary, 
would create a sidewalk cor-
ridor for children from the 
neighborhood south of the 
school to walk directly to the 
safe crossing at the light. 
	 The council voted to pur-
chase 36.75 acres within In-
dustrial Park V on State Road 
157 adjoining the Yutaka 
facility. The City sold the 
property to the Industrial 
Development Board to resell 
for development, but the pur-
chaser did not use 

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
County District Attorney 
incumbent Wilson Blaylock 
and challenger, local attorney 
Champ Crocker, shared with 
The Cullman Tribune their 

thoughts on the upcoming 
election for DA. 
	 The question the Tribune 
posed to each candidate was 
simply, “Why are the people 
that you’ll be representing – if 
you win – important to you?”
	 Blaylock said his focus 
has been and will always be 

to seek justice as Cullman 
County’s top law enforce-
ment official.
	 “Whether it is represent-
ing the victims of crimes or 
their families, custodial par-
ents in child support cases, 
or the citizens of Cullman 
County at-large, 

POLITICS
Local District Attorney race opponents 
share why the people are important
Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com
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Champ Crocker
CONTRIBUTED

Wilson Blaylock
CONTRIBUTED

Residents expressed concern that a new development could increase traffic in 
an already-busy stretch of Main Avenue southwest of Heritage Park

GOOGLE EARTH
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Good Hope City 
Council discusses 
new speed zone, 
utilities expansion

The Good Hope City Council held a reading for a pair of 
city ordinances at Monday’s meeting.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Two people killed in 
three-person wreck 
on Monday » PAGE 6

CRIME

CCSO arrest two 
men on drug-related 
charges following 
traffic stop » PAGE 6



2 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
FEBRUARY 15, 2022COMMUNITY MATTERS — LOCAL

Monday, Feb. 
14, COVID-
19 update 
from the 

Alabama Department of 
Public Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard Hub (https://
bit.ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospi-
talizations and deaths, 
ADPH will be updating its 
dashboard less frequently. 
Effective June 7, the Data 
and Surveillance Dash-
board will update Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday; 
the Vaccine Distribution 

Dashboard will update 
Tuesday and Thursday and 
no weekend updates will 
be made. Additional infor-
mation may be provided in 
the future as ADPH gathers 
more data on the pandemic.

*The dashboard has been 
redesigned to help people 
better understand the cur-
rent transmission levels 
in their communities and 
the impact of COVID-19 
in Alabama. The moving 
7-day sum is updated daily 
instead of weekly--instead 
of a 3, 7 and 14-day average, 
the dashboard will provide 
a 7-day moving sum for 
cases. The 2020 and 2021 

breakdowns of cases and 
deaths will be provided - 
not just a total sum over 
both years.

Case details* (Updated 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday) 
•	 Positivity in tests in Ala-
bama: 17.8%
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2020): 387,471
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2021): 534,611
•	 Confirmed cases in 
Alabama (2022): 341,714 
(+4,004 since Friday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2020): 7,187
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2021): 9,502

•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2022) 882 (+64 
since Friday)
•	 Positivity in tests in 
Cullman Co.: 11.3%
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2020): 7,562
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2021): 9,738
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2022): 6,735 
(+66 since Friday) 
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 128
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2021): 188
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2022): 16 (+0 since Friday)
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co. in the last 7 days: 1,517
•	 Total tested positive in 

Cullman Co. in the last 7 
days: 171
•	 Total tested in Alabama 
in the last 7 days: 54,140
•	 Total positive tests in 
Alabama in the last 7 days: 
9,627
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 1,600

Vaccine details (updated 
Tuesday and Thursday) 
No Updates Available 
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 8,689,335
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 4,607,525
•	 Doses administered: 
5,783,675
•	 Additional doses ad-
ministered: 738,820

•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
2,828,340
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine 
series: 2,299,203
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral programs: 4,081,810

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
covid 19va ccine /a ssets/
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Feb. 14
CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Feb. 14, 2022. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Feb. 10
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; unlaw-
ful possession of marijuana; 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia; CR 1092
•	 theft of property; CR 1371
•	 stalking; CR 820
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1815
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 
278 E
•	 harassment; CR 204
•	 menacing; Good Hope 
School Rd.
•	 theft of property; tres-
passing; CR 1546
•	 attempt to elude police 
officer; Hathcock Park
•	 harassment; Arkadelphia 
Rd. NE
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; Industrial 
Blvd.
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
Hwy. 69 S
•	 theft of property; CR 615

Feb. 11
•	 theft of property; CR 792
•	 theft of property; Wesley 
Ave. S
•	 theft of property; Good 
Hope School Rd.
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; Olive 
St. SW

Feb. 12
•	 assault; CR 715
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substance; CR 747
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1544

Feb. 13
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1117
•	 domestic violence; CR 
798
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia; CR 631
•	 assault; CR 1117
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; CR 788
•	 criminal mischief; CR 
1866
•	 criminal mischief; Hwy. 
278 E

ARRESTS
Feb. 10 – 13
Aldridge, Ronnie B.; 39
•	 public intoxication

Andrews, David W.; 45
•	 attempting to elude a 
police officer

Baxter, Laura E.; 29
•	 assault-aggravated as-
sault family-knife

Briggs, Nakeisha R.; 45
•	 probation violation- 
fraud-identity theft (3 
counts)

Campbell, Connie Dawn P.; 
54
•	 FTA- forgery-counter-
feiting

Dunion, Trent M.; 23

•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

Green, Charles K.; 31
•	 FTA- assault-reckless en-
dangerment 
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia (3 counts)
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- attempting to elude 
police officer
•	 FTA- stolen vehicles-auto 
theft

Hays, Cody N.; 33
•	 probation revoked- pos-
session of dangerous drugs

Lovelace, Robert G.; 53
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- public intoxication

Mentzer, Jacob M.; 30
•	 public intoxication

Porter, Eldridge; 57
•	 FTA- forgery-counter-
feiting (2 counts)
•	 FTA- forgery-possessing 
forged instrument (2 counts)

Raines, Brian A.; 34
•	 second-degree stalking

Wadsworth, Keith D.; 61
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 

Wingo, Linda F.; 49
•	 FTA- larceny/theft-mis-
cellaneous, $1,500 - $2,500

Brown, Christopher L.; 47
•	 burglary-residence-no 
force
•	 damaged property-crimi-
nal mischief

Denney Jr., John C.; 52
•	 public intoxication 

Fanning, Ricky D.; 30
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- public intoxication 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 

Gonzalez Jr., Raumir; 26
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Heatherly, Raymond C.; 46
•	 FTA- public intoxication

Henderson, Shelia A.; 54
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- larceny/theft-mis-
cellaneous less than $500
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended

Hooper, Robert D.; 40
•	 probation revoked- forg-
ery-possessing forged instru-
ment 

Jacobs, Jenny M.; 49
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

Johnson, Jason M.; 42
•	 FTA- weapons-drunk/
addict in possession of a fire-
arm

Johnson, Landon L.; 18
•	 FTA- reckless driving 

Lambert, Michael L.; 40
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended (2 counts)

Lindsey, Cody G.; 35
•	 larceny/theft-theft of ar-
ticle from auto 

Lively, Denisha D.; 34
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Miles, Anthony D.; 42
•	 driving while license sus-
pended

Mooney, Cheranda R.; 36
•	 FTA- using false identity 
to avoid/hinder prosecution

Nichols, Vanita G.; 40
•	 FTA- liquor-consump-
tion of intoxicating liquors 
during election 

Pace, Ryan G.; 22
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Power, Mark L.; 43
•	 DUI (controlled sub-
stances)

Smith, Dustin H.; 35
•	 FTA- DUI (alcohol)

Sterling, Pattie L.; 62
•	 FTA- drug trafficking
•	 FTA- possession of meth-
amphetamine (2 counts)
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Twilley, Sharlene Whitney 
L.; 26
•	 FTA- assault-child 
abuse-simple-family
•	 FTA- burglary-resi-
dence-force
•	 Grand Jury- second-de-
gree theft of property $1,500 
- $2,500
•	 Grand Jury- illegal pos-
session/use of credit/debit 
card

Villa, Joseph S.; 50
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 

Wise, Barry R.; 52
•	 FTA- sell/distribution of 
dangerous drugs

Wise, Lisa D.; 50
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 

Youngblood, Destinie C.; 25
•	 assault-harassment (ha-
rassment/intimidation)

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Feb. 12
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Wild Thang; 2nd 
Ave. SW; miscellaneous; $43

ARRESTS
Feb. 11 – 13 
Fanning, Ricky D.; 30 
•	 FTA- public intoxication 
(2 counts)

Jacobs, Jenny M.; 49
•	 FTA- DUI (2 counts)
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
•	 FTA- driving on wrong 
side of road

Tinanau, Mihaela; 30
•	 loitering 

Merrill, Zachary A.; 34
•	 fugitive from justice 

Lambert, Michael L.; 40
•	 FTA- fail to register vehi-
cle 
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 
•	 FTA- insurance violation 

Cole, Christopher I.; 20
•	 unlawful possession/re-
ceiving controlled substance 

•	 first-degree possession of 
marijuana 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Sullins, Chase E.; 31
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle

Wise, Lisa D.; 50
•	 unlawful possession/re-
ceiving controlled substance
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

HANCEVILLE POLICE

DEPARTMENT
No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

FOR SALE  
 1995 Cadillac Sedan DeVille 

59,132 miles 
 

$7,000.00 
256-734-9150 
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NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
CChhrriissttyy  PPeerrrryy  --  LLiiffeessttyyllee//RReeppoorrtteerr  

  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  
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JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” Commu-
nity Women’s Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 10 at the 
Hebrews Cafe at East Side Bap-
tist Church, 1111 Third Street 
SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/face cov-
ering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Saturday of 
each month from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. 
at the old Baileyton fire station 
next to the town’s park
• Beauty and health products, 
toys, home goods, pet items, 
food and many everyday items 
• A donation of $20 will allow a 
shopper to fill up a bag, and for 
$40 a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of great-
er value will require a larger 
donation. There will be some 
restrictions and product limits 
on the items. Cash and checks 
accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used for park 
improvements and capital im-
provements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are welcome) 
Monday and Thursday nights 
from 7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next to Grace 
Episcopal Church, 305 Arnold 
St. NE Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 256-
841-2209 or 256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life 
Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 
1650 Saint Joseph Drive NW, 
Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tuesdays at 
10 a.m. Come and pray with us 
or come to receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise classes- 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Children 
welcome.
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van runs 
in 5 Points area. Call 256-841-
2060 for pickup. Small group 
classes for adults, children and 
youth at 10 a.m. Praise and wor-
ship and message at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 11 
a.m. – noon, Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. 
and Wednesdays-Fridays 11 
a.m. – noon. Cullman Housing 
Authority Community Center 
1545 Vine Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or take out. 
Sponsored by Kids Loving Kids, 
Raising Arrows Ministry, and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children ages 
1-18 in need of assistance to 
celebrate their birthday. Reg-
ister your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake mix, 
icing, sprinkles, decorations 
and toys! Pick up is the last 
weekend of the month. Satur-
day (5100 Curry Highway Suite 
100-B Jasper, AL 35504) from 
3-5 p.m. or the last Sunday of 
the month at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1 p.m.  
Birth certificate is required at 
the time of box pickup. Reg-
ister at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. For 
more information, text or call 
205-717-7478.

Miércoles de Despensas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles del mes, 
En Su Tierra Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la comunidad. 
No requiere ID. Entrega en su 
vehículo. Por favor use mascar-
illa.

Agriplex spring program 
schedule

Child & homeschool programs
• Feb. 24 - 9 a.m.: Heritage 
Homeschool Terrariums / Wa-
tercycle: Join us as we cover 
the water cycle and put that 
knowledge to use in creating 
take home terrariums. $15 per 
student, no max per family.
• March 3, noon: Heritage Ho-
meschool Secondary Spring 
Herbs for Your Health: We have 
an abundance of spring herbs 
popping up that can be useful 
to help spring clean our bodies. 
Instructor Paula Smith will 
share how to use herbs to help 
students feel their best and will 
have a hands-on salve making 
project. $15 per student, no 
family max.
• March 5, 9 a.m.: Farm Kids 
First Peas to the Table: Join us 
as we find out how Thomas Jef-
ferson’s garden is inspiring even 
the youngest gardeners today.
• March 8, 10:30 a.m.: Library 
Storytimes Five Senses at Guy 
Hunt Library Holly Pond. 
FREE
• March 11, 10 a.m.: Little Farm-
ers Feathered Friends: Explore 
the world of birds with hands 

on fun as we learn how to bring 
birds to our own backyards.
• March 24: Heritage Homes-
chool Seed Starting: What does 
a seed need to grow? Find out as 
we learn all about how to grow 
our own vegetable transplants 
for the garden.

Adult programs
• Feb. 15, 6 p.m.: Beginning 
Farmer & Rancher- Using Plas-
tic Mulch & Drip Irrigation: 
This free program will cover 
what crops benefit most from 
plastic mulch and drip irriga-
tion and how you can use that 
technology on a small scale. 
Registration required, contact 
Tony Glover at gloveta@aces.
edu, or by phone 256-568-0005.
• February 16, noon: Lunch & 
Learn Micro & Drip Irrigation: 
Eric Schavey will be here to 
teach the basics of micro and 
drip irrigation. Free program, 
registration is required by call-
ing 256-297-1044. Light lunch 
provided or bring your own!
• March 8, 6 p.m.: Beginning 
Farmer & Rancher- Small Scale 
Vegetable Production: Learn 
which summer vegetables are 
the most profitable and learn 
the best practices for growing 
them. Registration required, 
contact Tony Glover at glove-
ta@aces.edu, or by phone 256-
568-0005
• March 14, 6 p.m.: Living Land-
scapes Growing Shitake Mush-
rooms: Inoculate your own 
shitake mushroom log to take 
home and grow. $40 per person.
• March 16, noon: Lunch & 
Learn Growing Succulents: 
Bethany O’Rear will be here 
to talk about succulents. Free 
program, light lunch provided. 
Must call 256-297-1044 to reg-
ister.
• March 22, 6 p.m.: Heritage 
Skills Growing & Using Gourds 
and Pumpkins: Katie Westmo-
reland will be here teaching us 
how to grow these useful cucur-
bits, avoid pests and diseases 
and also will be demonstrating 
how to use them in crafting reci-
pes and more!

Register for programs at https://
agriplex.org/WPtest/services/.

CASA volunteer training
Cullman County CASA (court 
appointed special advocates) 
is looking for dedicated volun-
teers to speak up for abused 
and neglected children in foster 
care. They need YOUR VOICE! 
A training class will be begin-
ning soon! For more informa-
tion, please contact Candace 
Lingo at cullmancountycasa@
msn.com. 

Application deadline for 
Eightmile Creek Watershed
• The U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service an-
nounced the deadline to submit 
applications for the National 
Water Quality Initiative. The 
deadline to apply is Friday, Feb. 
25. Cullman NRCS is offering 
an opportunity for agricultural 
producers in Eightmile Creek 
watershed to apply for financial 
assistance to install conserva-
tion practices that protect water 
quality through NWQI.
• Eligible conservation prac-
tices through NWQI include 
those that promote soil health, 
reduce erosion, and lessen 
nutrient runoff, such as cover 
crops, reduced tillage, nutrient 
management and animal waste 
management systems. 
• Cullman County producers 
located in the Eightmile Creek 
watershed interested in partici-
pating in NWQI and meet eligi-
bility criteria should contact the 
Cullman NRCS office. Please 
phone the Cullman County 
NRCS office at 256-734-6471, 
ext. 3. Applications signed and 
submitted to NRCS by the 
Friday, Feb. 25, deadline will be 
evaluated for fiscal year 2022 
funding. 

T.O.P.S (Take off Pounds Sen-
sibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30 a.m. - 11 a.m.: at 
Cullman Housing Authority 
Community Center (1545 
Vine Circle SW, Cullman, AL 
35055). First meeting is free. 
TOPS, a national program, is a 
hands-on/pounds-off approach 
to weight loss and management 
through weekly meetings pro-
viding information, account-
ability, support and encour-
agement where you make the 
changes that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group 
Meetings
The NAR-ANON family group 
meetings are a worldwide fel-

lowship for those affected by 
someone else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope by 
letting others know that they 
are not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a religious one, 
but a spiritual way of life. Meet-
ings will be held at The Ruehl 
Building (family life center of 
St John’s Church) Tuesday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-708-
7122 or Don or Nancy McKen-
zie 256-736-3327 or 256-736-
3470 for more information. 

Wallace State Fine and Per-
forming Arts fall – spring per-
formances 
  
The 25th Annual Putnam 
County Spelling Bee 
• March 18-19, 7 p.m., March 20, 
2 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes Theatre
• Featuring Wallace State The-
atre
• Info: 256-352-8277, jessica.
chairez@wallacestate.edu
 
Dazzle Me, Disney!
• April 7-9, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes Theatre
• Featuring the Wallace State 
Singers
• Info: 256-352-8277, jessica.
chairez@wallacestate.edu
 
Big Band Dance
• April 15, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the Fine 
and Performing Arts
• Featuring the Wallace State 
Jazz Band 
• Info: 256-352-8277, jessica.
chairez@wallacestate.edu
 
Dance Spring Showcase 
• April 22, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes Theatre
• Featuring the Allegro Dance 
Theatre 
• Info: 256-352-8277, jessica.
chairez@wallacestate.edu
 
Spring Under the Stars
• April 26, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the Fine 
and Performing Arts (bring 
lawn chairs, blankets etc.)
• Featuring the Wallace State 
Concert Choir and Concert 
Band
• Info: 256-352-8277, jessica.
chairez@wallacestate.edu

Cullman County Soil & Water 
Conservation scholarship ap-
plication open
• Jan. 22 – March 4: The Cull-
man County Soil & Water 
Conservation District is now ac-
cepting applications for a $500 
scholarship sponsored by the 
Alabama Conservation District 
Employees Association. Appli-
cant must be a U.S. citizen, high 
school senior, and living in the 
State of Alabama. Deadline to 
receive completed applications 
in the district office is March 4. 
For more information, please 
contact Kathy Holmes at 256-
734-1431 or at cullman@alcon-
servationdistricts.org. 

Holly Pond Homemakers 
Club
Feb. 15: The Holly Pond Home-
makers Club will meet Tuesday, 
Feb. 15, at the Event Center in 
Holly Pond.  Meeting will begin 
at 1 p.m. and will be hosted by 
Judy Jones and Peggy Ray. 
Please come and bring some-
one. For more information, 
contact Gladys Wisener at 256-
338-1478.

Cullman County Master Gar-
deners Meeting
Feb. 17: Cullman County Master 
Gardeners will meet at 10 a.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 17, at the North 
Alabama Agriplex, 1714 Tally 
Ho St., Cullman. At 11 a.m. Kira 
Sims, County Extension Coor-
dinator, will present informa-
tion about the trees and shrubs 
that will be available at the Cull-
man County Natural Resources 
Planning Committee tree sale 
to be held at the Agriplex on 
Feb. 19. Master Gardeners, in-
terns and members of the public 
are invited to attend. No charge 
and no reservation needed. For 
more information, contact Ste-
fanie Light at 240-469-8417.

Fairview High School Class of 
’63 Meeting
Feb. 18: The class will meet at 
the Golden Corral (1720 Cher-
okee Ave. SW, Cullman). Must 
be 1:02 p.m. or after for senior 
discount. The meeting will be 
in one of the reserved rooms in 
the back of the restaurant. Call 
Joyce Williams Rodgers for 

more information at 256-339-
3451.

Cullman Community The-
atre’s “Arsenic and Old Lace”
Feb. 18-20: Cullman Commu-
nity Theatre will present “Ar-
senic and Old Lace,” a play by 
Joseph Kesselring, Friday, Feb. 
18 – Sunday, Feb. 20 at Stone 
Bridge Farms. Dinner begins at 
6 p.m. and the show will start at 
7 p.m. To get your tickets, call 
256-347-9109 or email noah.
carpenter123@gmail.com.

Cullman County Natural Re-
sources Planning Committee 
Tree sale
• Feb. 19: The Cullman County 
Natural Resources Planning 
Committee will be holding a 
tree sale Saturday, Feb. 19 at the 
North Alabama Agriplex, 1714 
Tally Ho St., Cullman. The sale 
will begin at 8 a.m. - noon (or 
until all trees are sold). Trees 
are bare root seedlings and are 
$2 each. Ten tree and six shrub 
species will be available. 
• All proceeds go toward the 
Cullman County Forestry 
Awareness Week Now school 
program for 6th graders and 
National FFA Organization 
Forestry judging contest.
• Come learn about the charac-
teristics of the trees and shrubs 
for sale before the tree sale, 
Thursday, Feb. 17 at 11 a.m. at 
the North Alabama Agriplex.
• For more information on the 
tree sale, contact Kathy Holmes, 
Cullman County Conserva-
tion District, 256-734-1431, 
kholmes@cullmanswcd.com or 
Kira Sims, Cullman County Ex-
tension Office, 256-737-9386, 
klc0023@auburn.edu. 

Pleasant View Singing
Feb. 20: Pleasant View Mission-
ary Baptist Church will have 
their regular third Sunday night 
singing on Feb. 20, at 5 p.m. 
“2nd Mile” from Dekalb, Mis-
sissippi will be the guest singers. 
The church is located on U.S. 
Highway 278, approximately 2 
miles east of Holly Pond on the 
left. For more information, call 
256-796-5986.

Books & Brews
Feb. 23: The Friends of the 
Libraries of Cullman County 
is hosting a book sale at Goat 
Island Brewery on Wednesday, 
Feb. 23 from 5-7 p.m. The event 
is free to attend, with books 
selling for 50 cents apiece. Chat 
and Chew Food Truck will also 
be on-site.

Fairview Lions Club Pancake 
Breakfast
Feb. 26: The Fairview Lions 
Club is having a pancake break-
fast on Saturday, Feb. 26 from 
7-10 a.m. at Fairview Town Hall 
(7525 Alabama Highway 69 
N.). Plates will be $6, with both 
dine-in and carryout options 
available. All proceeds will go 
to the Fairview Lions Club proj-
ects fund. For more informa-
tion, call Kita Chambers at 256-
385-8805 or William Criscoe at 
256-385-5596.

Valley Springs Baptist Church 
Youth Revival
• March 12-13: Beginning at 5 
p.m. at Valley Springs Baptist 
Church (6979 County Road 
437, Cullman). The evangelists 
will be Colin Long, Ethan Yar-
brough, Clay Rollo and Kenny 
Shelton. 
• Let no man despise thy youth, 
but be thou an example of the 
believers in word in conver-
sation, in charity, in faith, in 
purity. 1st Timothy 4:12 (KJV).

5th Annual Hanceville Irish 
Festival
March 19: The 5th Annual 
Hanceville Irish Festival will 
take place on Saturday, March 
19 from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., hosted 
by Snead’s Farmhouse. Booth 
fees are $30 per booth. For more 
information about becoming a 
vendor Snead’s Farmhouse at 
judysnead9522@gmail.com.

2022 Hanceville Grilled 
Cheese Festival
May 28: The Hanceville Grilled 
Cheese Festival is back for 
the second year! The festival 
will take place Saturday, May 
28 starting at 9 a.m. Features 
will include vendors, food 
trucks, live music and plenty 
of activities for adults and 
kids alike. Most food trucks 
will feature their own sig-
nature grilled cheese. There 
will also be a grilled cheese 
cook-off. Follow them on Face-
book for more information: 
https://www.facebook.com/
events/265071822436868/.

Subscribe
Today

Visit Tribune.Store or
Call 256-739-1351
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PREP BASKETBALL

Cold Springs tops Addison 62-40 to capture area championship
BREMEN, Ala. — The Cold 
Springs Eagles clashed with 
the Addison Bulldogs at Jesse 
George Gymnasium Friday 
night and the hometown 
Eagles were able to keep the 
Dawgs at arm’s length most of 
the night. Cold Springs car-
ried a 33-20 lead in the half-
time break and was able to 
pull away and claim a 62-40 
win over Addison and this 
year’s 2A, Area 13 Champion-
ship.
	 Cold Springs Coach Tim 
Willoughby was pleased with 
the way his squad played 
defensively in the win and is 
especially proud of his group 
of seniors that have led the 
Eagles to this point. 
	 “Very proud of our guys. 
We shot the ball well tonight. 
We tried to make it extremely 
tough defensively on them 
(Addison) tonight,” Wil-
loughby said. “We didn’t want 
to give up any easy baskets. 
Number 13 (Howse) for Addi-
son is one of the best guards 
that we played all year, and 
they have some more shoot-
ers that you can’t let have 
open looks or they will hit the 
shots. Proud of my seniors. 
Brody Peppers, Tanner Kilgo 
and Cody Bales have all been 
on varsity since they were 
Freshman and have meant a 
lot to the program.”
	 The first period started 
out fairly evenly as Addison 
and Cold Springs swapped 
buckets, with Addison lead-
ing 8-7 with 3:50 minutes to 

go in the period. The Eagles 
then went on a 9-0 run jump 
out to a 16-8 lead. Eagle 
Junior John Mark Smith did 
his best Steph Curry imper-
sonation as he bombed threes 
from all over the gym. Smith 
nailed two in the period and 
had a layup as well.   Senior 
Seth Williams drained a three 
as well. The Eagles couldn’t 
miss in the period, well pretty 
much for the entire game. At 
the end of the first period, 
the Eagles led 16-10. Addison 
Senior Eli Howse had five 
points for the Dawgs and 
Junior Brady Gilbreath had 
three points. 
	 The second period was 
more of the same as Cold 
Springs ran their offense to 
perfection. There were crisp 
passes to the player cutting 
for the layup. If the cut wasn’t 
there, they would find the 
open man for the three-point 
attempt, which they usually 
made. Smith made two more 
threes and Senior Brody 
Peppers had one as well. The 
Eagles and Bulldogs both had 
only three rebounds apiece 
for the period, which means 
that there weren’t very many 
missed shots. The Eagles won 
the period 17-10 with Howse 
scoring six of the points. The 
Eagles carried a 33-20 lead 
into the half and in all truth-
fulness, it didn’t seem that 
close of a game.
	 The third period was 
won by the Eagles as they 
outscored the Dawgs 16-13 
to carry a 49-33 lead into the 
final period. Peppers went 
off for the Eagles as he dom-

inated the period. Peppers, 
who seems like he has been 
playing at Cold Springs for 
ten years, in truth he has only 
been starting since ninth 
grade, had eight points and 
three rebounds. Smith and 
Williams drained some more 
three-pointers and the entire 
team continued to play excel-
lent defense. The Bulldogs 
couldn’t get an uncontest-
ed shot off. Addison Senior 
Justin Mather did everything 
in his power to keep the 
Dawgs close as he had nine 
of their 13 points. Freshman 
Bradley Willette and Howse 
had two points apiece for the 
Dawgs.
	 The fourth period had the 
Eagles closing out the Dawgs 
in matter-of-fact way as they 

outscored them 13-7 to take 
the victory 62-40. Addison 
Senior Joe Harris had three 
points, Christian Roberts 
and Mather had a bucket 
apiece. The Eagles were led 
by Smith’s five points, all free 
throws. Peppers, Senior Cody 
Bales, Williams and Senior 
Tanner Kilgo each had two 
points apiece.
	 Cold Springs was the 
better team on this evening, 
as they played a near flawless 
game. Addison on the other 
hand shoots a lot of threes 
but just couldn’t find any 
open looks on this night. The 
Bulldogs only hit four for the 
entire night.
	 Addison Head Coach Ben 
Mastin said, “Cold Springs 
played really well tonight. I 

mean they played an almost 
flawless game,” Mastin said. 
“We didn’t help ourselves by 
turning the ball over a lot. 
Our offense relies on running 
in transition but if the other 
team doesn’t miss the shot, 
it makes it hard on us. Coach 
Willoughby does an excellent 
job over here and had a great 
plan tonight.”
	 Cold Springs will return 
home Tuesday night to host 
Aliceville in the Sub-Region-
al while the Bulldogs travel to 
Red Bay.

Unofficial stats:
Cold Springs was led by 
Smith who had a game-high 
22 points and three boards. 
Peppers had 16 points and 
five boards. Williams had 10 

points and two boards. Cody 
Bales had six points and a 
blocked shot. Kilgo had six 
points, three boards and a 
block. Coleton Bales had 
two points. Cold Springs was 
12-15 in free throws.
	 Addison was led by Howse 
who had 13 points and three 
assists. Mather had 11 points 
and four boards. Gilbreath 
had five points. Roberts had 
two points, four boards and 
three steals.  Freshman Jed 
Wilkins had two points, three 
boards and three assists. Wil-
lette had two points, three 
boards and a block. Junior 
Briley Hayes had two points 
and one assist. Harris had 
three points and one board. 
Addison was 6-10 in free 
throws.

CULLMAN, Ala. — After 
defeating Decatur Tuesday 
night, the Bearcats returned 
home Friday night to host the 
Hartselle Tigers in this year’s 
6A, Area 14 Championship 
Game. It was a back and forth 
affair throughout the first 
half but Cullman clamped 
down defensively in the 
second, outscoring the Tigers 
26-11 in the final two peri-
ods and pulling away to win 
their first area championship 
since 2016. Head Coach Stu 
Stuedeman is proud of the 
way his guys adjusted and 
locked down defensively in 
the second half. Stuedeman is 
excited about what his team 
has been able to accomplish 
this season but he and the 
Bearcats plan on winning 
more hardware before the 
year is done.
	 “Kudos to Hartselle, they 
came out and balled. They ex-
ploited some of our miscues 
on defense and we haven’t 
had this problem all year 
but what we did was we had 
to stop trapping them. We 
stopped trapping them and 

stopped giving them angles 
and we just wore them down 
in the second half. Those 
shots became harder and 
harder and they’re not as 
deep as we are, so we just ran 
bodies at them and played a 
great second half defensive-
ly,” Stuedeman said. “We 
just have to stay healthy and 
keep playing hard. We’re a 
really good basketball team 
and there’s always room for 
improvement but the biggest 
key for us will just be staying 
locked in and focused. This 
isn’t the end for us. We have 
bigger aspirations.”
	 The ‘Cats got off to a fast 
start, pulling ahead 5-0 after 
a three-pointer from Gar-
rison Sharpe and a basket 
by Nate Zills. Tucker Cagle 
scored inside to keep Cull-
man in front 7-5 and threes 
from Jamar Kay and Colton 
Echols kept the Bearcats 
ahead 15-13 midway through 
the first quarter. The Tigers 
managed to take an 18-17 
lead later in the period, but 
Tucker Gambrill drained a 
three-pointer from the top 
of the key with 20 seconds 
remaining in the first and 
retook a 20-18 lead for the 

black and gold going into the 
second. 
	 Kay and Max Gambrill 
each knocked down a trey 
early in the second quarter 
to give Cullman a 26-21 lead 
and after an answer from 
the Tigers, Sharpe finished 
an and-one play at the line 
to keep the Bearcats in front 
30-27 midway through the 
period. Kay sank another 
three-pointer after that to 
make it a 33-29 game and 
Colton Echols scored a 
quick basket off a turnover 
to make it 35-29. Kay’s third 
three-pointer of the game 
gave the ‘Cats a 38-32 lead 
with a minute to play in the 
half but Hartselle was able to 
cut the lead to 38-37 by the 
end of the first half. 
	 A pair of Cagle buckets 
put Cullman in front 42-37 at 
the start of the third quarter 
and Tucker Gambrill netted 
another three-pointer to 
make it 45-37. Max Gambrill 
added another deep three 
to extend the lead to 48-39 
midway through the third 
and a basket by Tucker 
Apel made it a 50-42 game 
with two minutes left in the 
period. Apel wasn’t done, and 

he laid one in with just two 
seconds on the clock to send 
the Bearcats into the fourth 
quarter with a 52-42 lead. 
	 Another Cagle basket 
and a pair of free throws 
from Max Gambrill made it a 
56-46 game early in the final 
period and Cullman was able 
to smother the Tigers on the 
defensive end throughout 
the final frame. The Bearcats 
continued to knock down 
shots at the free throw line 
and Hartselle wasn’t able to 
get anything going on the 
offensive end, allowing the 
‘Cats to pull away and win 
it 64-48, capturing their 
first area title since 2016 in 
the process. Kay and Max 
Gambrill each posted 12 
points for Cullman in the 
win. Cagle and Gambrill each 
added 11 and Apel finished 
with six. The Bearcats will be 
back home Tuesday night to 
host Clay-Chalkville in the 
Sub-Regional.

All-Area Tournament 
Team selections 
•	 Tucker Gambrill – MVP
•	 Tucker Apel 
•	 Garrison Sharpe
•	 Jamar Kay

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

Bearcats fend off Hartselle 64-48 to win area title

Todd Walker
Tribune Correspondent

Cullman’s Tucker Apel drives and scores through a foul during 
the Bearcats’ 64-48 win over Hartselle Friday night.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

West Point’s Summer Mendoza finished with 12 points in the Lady Warriors’ 52-45 loss to Lawrence County.
MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

LESTER, Ala. — The Saint 
Bernard Prep varsity soccer 
teams opened their season 
Friday evening at West Lime-
stone High School in Lester, 
with the Lady Saints scoring 
a shutout on three goals by 
Madi Kerber.
	 “Our girls played very 
well,” said Coach Will Drake. 
“The team felt good after the 
early goal from Madi Kerber. 
Defending a lead is in this 
team’s DNA, and we were 
prepared to, but it makes us 
more comfortable to watch 
Madi put in two more. Her 
work ethic is excellent, drop-
ping back to help the team, 
and her runs open up the 
opponent. Of course, her hat 
trick speaks for itself.”
	 The varsity boys fell 
behind early but came back 
with a goal by Jiovany Arriaga 
to finish with a 1-1 tie.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

Lady Saints shut out West Limestone 
3-0, Saints tie Wildcats 1-1

St. Bernard’s Madi Kerber watches her kick pass the West Limestone goaltender Friday evening.
W.C. MANN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.
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EDUCATION

The CMS Olympic Games
CMS students participate in their own versions of the Winter Olympics

CULLMAN, Ala. — Couldn’t make 
it to Beijing for the 2022 Winter 
Olympics? That was no problem 
at Cullman Middle School the 
past two weeks, as they brought 
the Olympics to life for students 
with their own take on key events, 
plus a bit of schooling on what the 
Olympics are and what the games 
represent.
	 As part of Cullman Middle 
School’s physical education pro-
gram, teacher Tracie McPhillips 
explains they took a hard look at 
the Olympics to figure out how 
they could adapt the events for 
local students, bringing that icy 
action to life in the admittedly 
less-icy climes of Cullman, Ala-
bama.
	 Before the Winter Olympics 
end, CMS students will have par-
ticipated in their own takes on 
curling, bob sledding, the luge, 
hockey and a biathlon.
	 “It is a bit harder to do the 
Winter Olympics instead of the 
summer games, since we are from 
the South. In other parts of the 
country, they can use the actual 
snow during P.E., but we’ve had 
to get a bit more creative with 
what equipment we have avail-
able,” McPhillips explained. “For 
example, scooters are not some-

thing that I would normally use in 
middle school. But for bobsled and 
curling? It was perfect.
	 “The students definitely have 
to use their imaginations, but 
we’re building the best courses we 
can for them.”
	 The homegrown Olympics in-
corporate the Alabama Course of 
Study for Physical Education and 
is an opportunity for students to 
learn about sports they may have 
never even known existed before 
this month.
	 “Yesterday we did a Biathlon 
and 99% had never even heard of 
one,” McPhillips said.
	 “They are engaging and really 
want to succeed to earn the gold 
medal.  We’re also doing some 

timed events and they want to beat 
the times the other classes have 
had.”
	 To make sure the Olympics 
don’t stop when the bell rings, the 
school has also posted a schedule 
of major Olympics events and 
where to watch them on TV after 
school, as well as watching Olym-
pics footage of some of the events 
the students have been competing 
in the past two weeks.
	 “It’s a way for them to see what 
the real events look like, and how 
creative we’ve had to be to play 
it here,” McPhillips said. “By the 
end, we’ll engage with students to 
talk about what their favorite new 
sports are from the Winter Olym-
pics.”

Trent Moore
Cullman City Schools

Richard Gonzales, MD
Family Care

Caroline Studdard, MD
Internal Medicine

Hans No�singer, MD
Internal Medicine

Carlos Villar, MD
Family Care

Cameron Brimer, MD
Internal Medicine

Shahdeen Alam, DO
Internal Medicine

Medical
Group

Schedule a primary care appointment today.

Call 256-297-8952 or visit

cullmanregionalmedicalgroup.com to learn more.

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

John Morgan, MD
Family Care

14

PRESIDENTSPRESIDENTS  
DAYDAY
SALESALE

10% OFF 
SETS OF 4

LIKE NEW OR 
MEDIUM GRADE 

(NEW EXCLUDED)

COLLEGE TIRE

. . . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

SALE DATE: FEB. 16-23, 2022

Cullman (from Front)
the property. The council ap-
proved the repurchase of the 
property for $700,000.  
	 The council set a public 
hearing on March 28 to dis-
cuss rezoning of property 
north of Old Highway 157 – 
behind Cracker Barrel and 
along the Interstate – from 
R-4 to PR-2 (Planned Unit 

Development District). 
	 The council also ap-
proved an alcohol license re-
quest from Kolby Lawrence 
of Cabin Fever Beverages for 
a new package store to be 
located between the Dollar 
General and city water treat-
ment plant on U.S. Highway 
278 east of St. Bernard Abbey. 

The license was recommend-
ed by the City of Cullman Al-
cohol Review Committee. 

The Cullman City Council 
meets at 7 p.m. on the second 
and fourth Mondays of each 
month at Cullman City 
Hall. The public is invited to 
attend.

Cullman Middle School students participate in their 
own versions of the Winter Olympics this week.

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS
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Wreck (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Two 
people were killed when 
three vehicles were involved 
in a traffic wreck on Monday 
morning around 7:30 a.m. 
near Hurricane Creek Park 
on U.S. Highway 31. 
	 According to Cullman 
County Coroner Jeremy 
Kilpatrick, two women were 
identified as being deceased 
on scene this morning. 

	 Sarah Elizabeth Onks, 26, 
of Hartselle, and Carol Janine 
Pope, 56, of Vinemont, were 
in opposing vehicles that col-
lided Monday morning. 
	 An Alabama State Troop-
ers spokesperson confirmed 
that Onks and Pope were 
driving a Hyundai Tucsan, 
and Chevy Malibu, respect-
fully. The third vehicle was 
a Mazda6 and there was no 
injury reported. 
	 Look for updates at Cull-
manTribune.com.

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Good Hope (from Front)

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — Good 
Hope’s City Council held 
its first regularly scheduled 
meeting of the month at Good 
Hope City Hall Monday had a 
pair of readings for upcoming 
city ordinances. Before the 
council got to the readings, 
they discussed potential 
plans for expanding the city 
water and sewage systems 
with Walter Lewis, Manag-
ing Director with Piper San-
dler & Co. The Council and 
Lewis agreed that as the City 
of Good Hope continues to 
grow, a plan for expanding 
city utilities will become nec-
essary in the future. 
	 Following those discus-
sions, the Council moved on 
to the readings for a pair of 
ordinances regarding a new 
speed zone and a property 
rezoning.
	 The first was Ordinance 
No: 001-2022 to rezone a 
parcel of property from R-2 
to B-2. 
	 “Be it ordained by the City 
Council of the City of Good 
Hope, Alabama as follows:
	 “Whereas, this ordinance 
is enacted pursuant to the 
Act and the city’s general ju-
risdictional power and land 
use authority, it is therefore 
provided: For the purpose of 
rezoning the below parcel of 
property from R-2 located 
in the corporate limits of the 
City of Good Hope, Cullman 
County, Alabama to Business 
District.
	 “A parcel of land, 14 acres 
+/- in the City of Good Hope, 
more particularly described 
as follows:
	 “The West half of the SW 
¼ of Section 33, Township 
10 South, Range 3 West, con-
taining 20 acres, more or less. 
LESS 7 EXCEPTING: 4.36 
acres heretofore sold to State 
of Alabama for right of way 
for Interstate Highway No. 
65.
	 “Also, less and except a 
strip of land 20 feet in width 
deeded to Burrow and Edge 
Company, Incorporated, said 

easement filed for records in 
the Office of the Judge of Pro-
bate of Cullman County, Ala-
bama in Deed Book 286, Page 
43. Situated, lying and being 
in Cullman County, State of 
Alabama.”
	 The Council will hold a 
public hearing for this or-
dinance at its next meeting. 
The second ordinance was 
Ordinance No. 003-2022 to 
establish a speed zone. With 
several recent traffic acci-
dents happening in the same 
area on Highway 69 (County 
Road 437), Mayor Jerry 
Bartlett and the Council are 
moving to try and slow down 
drivers passing through the 
area.
	 “What we decided to do 
is make it a speed zone from 
there at the beginning of 
Wiregrass (Construction),” 
Bartlett said. “We put up a 
large speed zone sign and 
we’ve put up about three 35 
mph signs up to the red light.” 
	 The ordinance states in 
part: “Any person driving a 
vehicle within the city limits 
of Good Hope shall drive at 
a careful and prudent speed 
not greater than is reason-
able and proper, having due 
regard to the traffic, surface 
and width of the street or 
highway and of any other 
conditions then existing.
	 “No person shall drive 
any vehicle within the city at 
such a speed as to endanger 
the life, limb or property of 
any person. 
	 “It shall be prima facie 
unlawful for any person to 
operate any automobile, mo-
torcycle, truck or any other 
motor vehicle at a speed in 
excess of thirty-five (35) 
miles per hour on or in the 
SPEED ZONE set between 
GPS coordinates 34.099588 
(parking lot of Wiregrass 
Construction) and 34-
093458-86.882059 (Bavar 
Creek Bridge), within the 
municipal limit of the City of 
Good Hope, Alabama.”

The Good Hope City Coun-
cil will hold its next meeting 
Monday, Feb. 28 at 6:30 p.m.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

Charges (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office 
Deputies conducted a traffic 
stop that ended in two arrests 
Wednesday, Feb. 9.
	 The driver, Keith De-
wayne Wadsworth, 61, was 
of Oneonta. Wadsworth 
pulled into an area hotel. 
The passenger of the vehicle 
exited the vehicle and ran 
into a room of the hotel. The 
passenger, Chris Robin Mc-

Ginnis, 49, of Cullman was 
arrested for a warrant for ob-
structing police.
	 Deputies returned to the 
hotel later that evening for a 
follow-up investigation with 
Wadsworth.
	 Narcotics and parapher-
nalia were located in Wad-
sworth’s room at that time. 
	 He was arrested and 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia 
and illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs.

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Keith Dewayne Wadsworth
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Chris Robin McGinnis
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
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Obituary Announcements: Feb. 12 - 14

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

Maria de los 
Angeles Padron, 
57, of Blountsville
A memorial service for 
Maria de los Angeles 
Padron of Blountsville, 
Alabama was 5 p.m. 
Monday, Feb. 14 at 
Hanceville Funeral 
Home Chapel. Mrs. 
Padron was born in 
Rio Bravo Tamaulipas, 
Mexico on Nov. 23, 1964. 
She died at the age of 57 
at Cullman Regional 
Medical Center on Feb. 
10. Survivors include 
her husband: Eusebo 
Padron, children: Sarith 
Lopez, Nicolas Padron 
and Paulin Padron and 
several other family 
members and friends.

Micah Darrell 
Grimmett, 71, 
of Crane Hill
Memorial service is 
incomplete at this 
time for Micah Darrell 
Grimmett, 71, of Crane 
Hill. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Grimmett 
family. Mr. Grimmett 
passed away Sunday, 
Feb. 13, at his residence.  
He was born Oct. 9, 
1950, to Othell and Opal 
Stewart Grimmett. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents. 
Survivors include his 
wife of 51 years: Martha 
Baker Grimmett; 
son: Toby (Beverly) 
Grimmett; daughter: 
Tracy (Shane) Hancock; 
brother: Shirel 
(Carolyn) Grimmett; 
sister: Marsha 
(Robin) Johnson; 
grandchildren: Noah 
Hancock and Grayson 
Grimmett a host of 
family and friends.

Rebecca Gail Grayson, 
80, of Hanceville
A graveside service 
for Rebecca Gail 
Grayson, of Hanceville, 
will be 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Feb. 15 at 
Hopewell Cemetery in 
Hanceville. Visitation 
will be from 11 a.m. - 
noon on Tuesday at 
Hanceville Funeral 
Home. Mrs. Grayson 
was born Nov. 14, 1941, 
to Henry and Olene 
(Mann) Graves. She 
died at the age of 80 on 
Feb. 14, at her residence 
in Hanceville. Survivors 
include her siblings: 
Henry C. and (Anita) 
Graves Jr., Larry Graves 
and Diane (Barney) 
Vick and nieces and 
nephews: Henry C. 
Graves III, Kimberly 
(David) Moody, Andrea 
Bishop, Randy Graves, 
Alan (Victoria) Graves 
Jr., Christopher 
Bradford and Cary 
Bradford. In addition 
to her parents, Mrs. 
Grayson was preceded 

in death by her husband: 
Cecil Grayson and 
nephew: Jason Graves.

Janice Laney, 
67, of Cullman
Funeral service for 
Janice Laney, age 67, 
of Cullman, was at 11 
a.m. on Monday, Feb. 
14, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Etsel 
Riddle officiated and 
burial was held at Mount 
Carmel Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 5-8 
p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 13, 
at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mrs. 
Laney passed away 
Friday, Feb. 11, at 
Huntsville Hospital. 
She was born June 
16, 1954, in Cullman, 
Alabama to Hayse 
and Sylvia Brock. 
She was preceded in 
death by her parents; 
brothers: Howard and 
Kenneth Brock and 
sister: Gaynell Latham. 
Survivors include her 
husband: Ralph Laney; 
daughter: Jennifer 
(Tony) Lambert; son: 
Glen (Jennifer) Laney; 
grandchildren: Jake 
(Emily) Lambert, 
Michael (Emily) 
Lambert, Caleb (Amber 
Dewberry) Lambert, 
Abbie Cook, Gracie 
(Gage Henke) Cook 
and and Emma Laney; 
great-grandchildren: 
Truett Lambert, Mabri 
Lambert and Emmett 
Cook and nine siblings. 
In lieu of flowers, please 
consider placing a Bible 
in mom’s memory 
through Gideon Bibles.

Geraldine Bryson 
Ezekiel, 79, 
of Hanceville
Funeral service for 
Geraldine Bryson 
Ezekiel, age 79, of 
Hanceville, will be at 1 
p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 
19, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home with Bro. 
Randy Sellers officiating 
and interment in Welti 
Cemetery. Visitation 
will be from 6-8 p.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 18, at 
Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mrs. 
Ezekiel passed away 
Sunday, Feb. 13, at 
Brookwood Medical 
Center. She was born 
July 1, 1942, to Hobert 
James and Eula Bryson. 
She was preceded in 
death by her husband: 
John H. Ezekiel; 
son: John Samuel 
Ezekiel; daughter: 
Anita Ezekiel; parents; 
sister: Betty Camp and 
brother: Buddy Bryson.  
Survivors include her 

daughter: Rebecca 
Holman; grandson: 
John Holman; adoptive 
daughter: Lawasa 
Hagood; adoptive 
granddaughter: Carlie 
Lassiter; brother: 
Kenneth Bryson; sister: 
Shela Meskimen; 
sister-in-law: Linda 
Bryson and a host of 
nieces and nephews.

Paul Randall Linam, 
Sr., 68, of Haleyville
Paul Randall Linam, Sr., 
age 68, of Haleyville, 
passed away Sunday, 
Feb. 13, at Lakeland 
Community Hospital. 
Mr. Linam was born Oct. 
8, 1953, in Haleyville, 
Alabama to Paul Gipson 
Linam and Agnes Olene 
King Linam. Paul was 
a member of the Ninth 
Avenue Church of 
Christ and National 
Rifle Association. He 
was a proud supporter 
of the Haleyville 
American Legion. Paul 
was a third-generation 
trucker and received 
“The Million Mile Safe 
Driving Award.” Family 
will receive friends 
Thursday, Feb. 17, from 
5-6:30 p.m. at Ninth 
Ave Church of Christ 
in Haleyville, where 
the memorial service 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. 
Andy Kizer and Mathew 
Balentine will officiate. 
Paul is survived by his 
wife: Becky Linam; 
children: Randall 
Linam, Jr. (Jessica); 
Cecily Linam Barnett 
(Chad); grandchildren: 
Sarah Linam and Cole 
Linam; sister: Gnean 
Linam Whitten; two 
beloved pets: Jack and 
Jimmy and host of 
friends and family. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents Paul and 
Olene Linam. In lieu 
of flowers, the family 
request memorial 
donation be made 
to the Ninth Avenue 
Church of Christ, 
American Legion 
Whitehead Post (Unit 
33) or the Misty Romine 
Scholarship Fund. 

Alvin Chester 
Fortner, 72, 
of Hanceville
Funeral service for 
Alvin Chester Fortner, 
72, of Hanceville, will 
be 2 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 16, at the Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
The family will receive 
friends from noon 
– 2 p.m. prior to the 
service on Wednesday.  
Bro. Heath Riggs will 
officiate the service. 
The interment will be in 
the Center Hill Baptist 
Church Cemetery. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
Fortner family. Mr. 

Fortner passed from 
this life on Feb. 12, at 
his residence. He was 
born June 2, 1949, to 
Cargus and Thelma 
Love Hammock 
Fortner.  He made 
custom draperies for 35 
years.  He was an active 
member of Center Hill 
Baptist Church. He was 
preceded in death by 
his parents: Cargus and 
Thelma Love Hammock 
Fortner; brother: Roy 
Fortner and grandson: 
Daythan Allen Fortner. 
Mr. Fortner is survived 
by his wife: Gearldine 
Fortner; son: Kenneth 
Allen Fortner; 
stepdaughter: Wendy 
(Michael) Jenkins; 
brother: William 
(Jeanette) Fortner; 
sister: Shirley (Cecil) 
Worley; grandchildren: 
Riley Joe Fortner 
and Michaela 
(Brett) Jenkins 
Barker and a host of 
family and friends.

Janey Michelle 
Helms, 45, 
of Vinemont
Janey Michelle Helms, 
45, of Vinemont, 
Alabama passed away 
Saturday, Feb. 12, 
surrounded by her 
loving family. Janey 
was born May 25, 1976, 
in Cullman, Alabama. 
Janey is survived by her 
loving husband of 26 
years: Dewayne Allen 
Helms; her daughter: 
Tyler Nicole (Martin) 
Greer; her brother: 
Donnie (Tammy) 
Kimbril; her aunt: Janey 
Buchanan; her nephew: 
John Ray Kimbril; her 
niece: Rachel Kimbril; 
her nephew: Johnathon 
Kimbril and her 
cousins, other family 
and friends: Cindy 
Sanchez, Cheryl Kitts, 
Annette Sammons, 
Chad Burnett, Jenny 
Johnson, Marcia Day, 
Barbara Holmes and 
Joann Foley. Janey was 
preceded in death by 
her mother: Gaynell 
Viola Kimbril; her 
brother: Jason Kimbril 
and her grandparents: 
JW and Martha 
Kimbril. Janey loved 
spending time with her 
family and loving her 
beloved fur babies Bear 
and Molly. She enjoyed 
sewing, making arts 
and crafts. She was one 
of Alabama’s biggest 
fans. A celebration of 
life memorial service 
will be announced 
at a later date.

Donald Rodgers, 
69, of Holly Pond
Memorial service for 
Donald Rodgers, 69, 
of Holly Pond will 
be Tuesday, Feb. 15, 
at Cullman Funeral 

Home Chapel from 
5-7 p.m.  Rev. Steve 
Rodgers will officiate. 
Cullman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. Mr. 
Rodgers passed away 
Saturday, Feb. 12, at 
Cullman Regional 
Hospital. He was born 
Jan. 9, 1953, to Major 
and Bessie Rogers. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
his son: Isaac Rodgers, 
Sr.; brothers: Harry 
Rodgers and David 
Rogers and infant 
brothers and sisters. 
Survivors include his 
wife: Octavia Rodgers; 
daughter: Kayla 
Rodgers (Christopher 
Cole); brothers: Danny 
Rodgers and Steve 
(Hilda) Rodgers; 
sisters: Elizabeth 
Robinson and Brenda 
(Ben) Kerny; grandson: 
Isaac Rodgers, Jr. and 
family and friends.

David Eric Horton, 
52, of Cullman
David Eric Horton, of 
Cullman, Alabama, 
passed away Feb. 
11, at the age of 52. 
He was born April 
11, 1969, in Cullman 
County, Alabama, to 
Millard Eldredge and 
Jacqueline Freeman 
Horton. Eric was a 
member of Pleasant 
View Baptist Church, 
in Holly Pond, where 
four generations of 
the Horton family 
worship their Savior 
together every Sunday 
morning. Mr. Horton 
was an automotive 
machinist. He owned 
his own business and 
he enjoyed getting to 
work in an industry 
that he was passionate 
about. Eric was a fun 
loving and joyful man. 
He was always teasing, 
joking or playing. Eric 
enjoyed God’s blessing 
of laughter and humor 
and he found joy in 
laughing with those he 
loved. Eric was always 
doing for others. He 
was a giving and loving 
man, and his heart was 
that of a servant of 
Christ. Eric’s love and 
adoration for his family 
was evident. He adored 
wife, his Tara Ann, 
and his heart belonged 
to his children, 
grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren 
as well. Eric was also 
a loving son, brother 
and brother-in-law. 
While our hearts are 
broken, we also rejoice 
in knowing that Eric is 
home with the Father 
and we are grateful for 
the blessing Eric has 
been to so many of us. 
Eric was welcomed into 
heaven by his father: 

Millard Horton and 
his grandparents: Art 
and Gracie Horton. 
Eric is survived by his 
wife: Tara Ann Horton; 
sons: Eren Horton, 
Ross and Maggie Bailey 
and Jacob and Hannah 
Bailey; daughters: 
Ashley and Chris Ralph 
and Kelly Horton Hall; 
grandchildren: Vera 
Hall, Valyn Hall, Drew 
Ralph and Adora Ralph; 
great-grandchildren: 
Cora, Maliah, Riley, 
Selah, Kabri and 
Paxton; mother: Jackie 
Horton; brother: Kevin 
and Lisa Horton; sister: 
Kathy and Jerome 
Kilgo; nephews: Grant 
and Samantha Banks, 
Kade Horton and Kohl 
Horton; great-nieces: 
Kaylee Banks and 
Alyssa Banks; uncle: 
Jerry Freeman and his 
dog, Ratchet. Funeral 
services for Eric are 
11 a.m., Wednesday, 
Feb. 16, at his church 
home, Pleasant View 
Baptist Church, with 
Pastor Earl Harper 
officiating. Mr. Horton 
will lie in state from 
10 a.m., until services 
begin. Burial will 
follow services in Holly 
Pond Cemetery. Eren 
Horton, Ross Bailey, 
Jacob Bailey, Chris 
Ralph, Kevin Horton 
and Grant Banks will 
serve as pallbearers.  
Friends are invited to 
visit with the Horton 
family on Tuesday 
evening, Feb. 15, at 
Pleasant View Baptist 
Church, from 5-8 p.m. 
Holly Pond Funeral 
Home is honored to 
care for Mr. Horton.

Clarcie Marie Jones, 
97, of Cullman
A graveside service for 
Clarcie Marie Jones of 
Cullman will be at 1:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 16 
at Hopewell Cemetery 
in Hanceville. Visitation 
will be from 11 a.m. - 1 
p.m. on Wednesday 
prior to the service at 
Hanceville Funeral 
Home. Mrs. Jones was 
born on Monday, Nov. 
24, 1924, in Cullman, 
Alabama. She died at the 
age of 97 on Saturday, 
Feb. 12, at the Folsom 
Center in Cullman. 
Survivors include her 
son: Billy (Elizabeth) 
Jones; grandson: David 
Jones; great-grandson: 
Coby Jones; sisters: 
Mary Powell and 
Melba Hipp; brother: 
Douglas Edwards 
and a host of nieces 
and nephews. Mrs. 
Jones was preceded in 
death by her husband: 
Charles Jones; sister: 
Hazel McPherson 
and brother: 
Rollan Edwards.
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 BILL’S DEALS ARE THE SWEETEST DEALS!

POWER SUNROOF

FRONT BUCKET SEATS

REAR SLIDING POWER WINDOW

GMC PREMIUM INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM W/ NAV.

BOSE PREMIUM SOUND SYSTEM

X31 OFF-ROAD PACKAGE

NOW 
$57,129*

WAS $61,600

LIMITED CREW CAB SHORT 
BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE SLT

STK#15735

NEW 2022 GMC 
SIERRA 1500

3.6L V6 ENGINE

DRIVER ALERT PACKAGE

GMC INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM

 WITH NAVIGATION

NOW 
$40,373*

WAS $44,255

CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4-WHEEL 
DRIVE AT4 W/LEATHER

STK#29511

NEW 2021 
GMC CANYON

Opponents (from Front)
my office will continue to 
prosecute each case to the 
extent that justice requires,” 
Blaylock said. “The results 
of ‘justice’ has changed dras-
tically over the years. For 
example, in recent years, we 
have seen the State Legisla-
ture enact so-called ‘prison 
reform’ laws that have led 
to a mass exodus of career 
criminals from the prison 
system back into our neigh-
borhoods. The Legislature 
has also handicapped our 
ability to seek justice by 
mandating other laws such 
as the sentencing guidelines, 
which often prevents us from 
sending many habitual of-
fenders to prison. These laws, 
which are targeted at saving 
the State of Alabama money 
by decreasing the size of 
the prison population, have 
placed our citizens’ safety at 
risk.” 
	 Blaylock went on to say, 
“While our office has been 
presented with challenges, 
we have also sought solutions 
to confront these challenges. 
An example of such a solu-
tion is the creation of the 
Helping Families Initiative 
(HFI). The HFI is targeted at 
helping students with truan-
cy or disciplinary problems 
to build productive futures 
while improving the safety 
and learning environments 
for all. Studies have shown 
that the vast majority of adult 

offenders had certain be-
havioral characteristics that 
could be identified during 
their school-aged years. The 
HFI was primarily created 
to help correct the problems 
and decision-making of at-
risk children that could lead 
them down a path of crime. 
The HFI is a full-community 
effort that involves the local 
school systems and represen-
tatives from throughout the 
community.”
	 Blaylock finished, saying, 
“The District Attorney is 
tasked with more than just 
the prosecution of criminal 
cases. Our office also offers 
many more services such 
as Victim Services, Worth-
less Check Unit, Court Cost 
and Restitution Recovery 
Unit and Child Support En-
forcement Unit. Our office 
will continue to offer these 
services to our community 
because our families and 
communities deserve it. 
Representing the people of 
Cullman County has been a 
great responsibility. I would 
be honored to continue to 
serve you as District Attorney 
because Cullman County is 
such a special place that I will 
always fight to keep it safe.”
	 Cullman attorney Champ 
Crocker first thanked The 
Tribune for focusing this 
question on what matters 
the most in this election and 
every election and that is the 

people. 
	 “I’m running because the 
people of this community 
matter to me. I grew up here, 
my law practice is here, and 
my wife and I chose to raise 
our family here. We have two 
young children who I want 
to grow up in the same safe, 
secure community I did,” 
Crocker said. “There is a na-
tional conversation happen-
ing right now revealing that 
who you elect as District At-
torney will have more prac-
tical impact on your quality 
of life than any other elected 
official.” 
	 Crocker discussed his 
goal of a safe community 
starts with the people sup-
porting law enforcement. 
	 “As District Attorney, I 
will support and partner with 
our law enforcement because 
they are on the front lines,” 
Crocker said. “I have rep-
resented law enforcement 
officers and agencies as an 
attorney, attended countless 
events supporting our officers 
and I have served as a legal 
instructor for the Cullman 
County Sheriff’s Office, Cull-
man Police Department and 
Alabama Reserve Deputies 
Association. I have ridden the 
roads of this county with dep-
uties, and I’ve been on scene 
with them in confrontations 
with combative individuals. I 
have seen firsthand what our 
officers face, which is why I 

will be fully engaged with law 
enforcement and the com-
munity.” 
	 Crocker’s final thoughts 
included the importance of 
sharing that the District At-
torney represents the State of 
Alabama in court, but crime 
victims serve as the face of 
the State.
	 “I will establish a Victims 
Advisory Council on my first 
day in office and will take 
other measures to give vic-
tims the priority, acknowl-
edgement and justice they 
deserve. I will use my training 
and experience and that of my 
staff so we can win our cases 
at trial. The people should 
expect nothing less,” he said. 
“I will have a transparent ad-
ministration. Access should 
not be hard. It should not be 
hard to see your elected offi-
cials. That is why I will have 
an open-door policy – to be 
ready, willing and able to 
assist the people of Cullman 
County. If someone is calling 
the District Attorney’s Office, 
it’s probably because they are 
having a bad day. My staff and 
I will conduct ourselves with 
professionalism, courtesy 
and respect for the citizens,” 
Crocker continued. 
	 Crocker added, “The 
Office of District Attorney 
does not belong to any in-
dividual – it belongs to the 
people. In 2016, Donald 
Trump said ‘The problems 

we face now…will last only 
as long as we continue rely-
ing on the same politicians 
who created them. A change 
in leadership is required to 
change these outcomes.’ I am 

running to bring change so 
that the Office of District At-
torney serves the people as it 
should.”
	 The primary election will 
be held Tuesday, May 24.

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED


