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Good Hope City Council approves Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan
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The rain held off for Cullman Regional’s ribbon cutting for Hartselle Health Park WednesdaySARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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HARTSELLE, Ala. — Cull-man Regional celebrated the opening of the Hartselle Health Park on Wednesday with a ribbon-cutting cere-mony attended by members of the Hartselle Area Cham-ber, Hartselle City Council 

and supporters of the health system. The facility has been open since November 2021 serving patients, but the offi-cial ceremony was put off due to high rates of COVID-19 in the community. The newly constructed portion of the health park was built by Eidson and As-sociates, Inc. and is almost 

18,000 square feet. It houses a state-of-the-art imaging center that offers CT, MRI, ultrasound, 3-D mammog-raphy and X-ray services. It also includes an urgent care center that operates seven days a week and afterhours. A group of specialists from Cullman Regional’s employed physician group 

HEALTHOfficial ribbon-cutting ceremony held for Hartselle Health Park

PATCHY FOG THEN PARTLY SUNNYWEATHER71 51
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North Alabama Agriplex hosting backyard poultry processing workshop Saturday » PAGE 8

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cullman County Sheriff’s Office likes to be involved in the community in more ways than just keeping law and order. On Monday, Sheriff Matt Gentry was honored to be part of a very special birth-

day celebration at the New Canaan Community Center.  Mrs. Kathy Fairbanks turned 90 on March 15 ac-cording to the CCSO. Several members of the community joined the cele-bration. Gentry and the entire Cullman County Sheriff’s Office would like to wish Mrs. 

Fairbanks a very happy birth-day and also shared in the local festivities.  “The people of Cullman County are what makes this such a special place to live and work,” Gentry said. “I was truly honored to be part of such a sweet birthday celebration for Mrs. Fair-banks.”

Lauren Estes lauren@cullmantribune.comKathy Fairbanks celebrated her 90th birthday with Sheriff Matt Gentry, among others, on Monday.LAUREN ESTES/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Sheriff’s Office celebrates local senior’s 90th birthday

LOCAL GOVERNMENTCullman County Commission proclaims April Child Abuse Prevention Month » PAGE 5

EDUCATIONCHS principal meets with U.S. reps to talk education needs » PAGE 5EDUCATIONWallace State Community College’s TRiO Day attracts more than 170 students to campus

Students had the opportunity to tour multiple Wallace State departments. WALLACE STATE» PAGE 8
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FAIRVIEW, Ala. — The Fair-
view Elementary School stu-
dents recently raised $7,404 
for the American Heart Asso-
ciation through Jump Rope 
for Heart. The students asked 
the community for donations 
while they participated in 

different jumping exercises 
for two weeks in February 
during the Jump Rope for 
Heart event. 
 Physical education teach-
er Tracy Means said, “Fair-
view community has always 
been awesome in supporting 
our kids. Our students are 
true heart heroes for keeping 
their hearts healthy and for 

raising money to help others 
with heart conditions.
 “All of the PE classes, in 
raising the money, they also 
participated for two weeks 
in different jumping activi-
ties, and we tried to stress to 
them that we were raising the 
money to help other people 
and all of the activities were 
great for their 

EDUCATION
Fairview Elementary School raises 
$7,404 through first Jump Rope for 
Heart fundraiser since pandemic

MOSTLY CLOUDY

WEATHER
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STATE
Local agencies 
receive $11 million 
from Ivey to assist 
low-income families 
with water costs
Community Action Partnership of 
North Alabama Inc., including Cullman 
County, received $690,014 » PAGE 6

ADDISON, Ala. — The Meek 
High School Robotics team, 
newly named ROBOTIGERS, 
is the only FIRST Robotics 
program throughout Walker, 
Winston and Cullman coun-
ties. FIRST is a global robot-
ics community advancing 

STEM education for youth 
participants. High school stu-
dents are challenged to build 
industrial-size robots to play 
a difficult field game in alli-
ance with other teams. 
 The Meek team is encour-
aging students and mentors 
to join at any time during the 
season, so they will have a 
better understanding of the 

program for next year. As a 
rookie team, mentor Joni 
Owens said, “ROBOTIGERS 
needs all kinds of help and 
support. We need tools, men-
toring and funding.” To make 
a tax-deductible donation 
contact Owens at 770-500-
7733. The team also wel-
comes all local high schools 
to contact them 

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Robotigers team members program their robot with lead mentor Jeff Thomas.
SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

– EDUCATION –

Meek Robotics Team 
welcomes new members 

and aids local high schools 
in starting their own teams

STATE
Governor Ivey announces 
another round of local projects 
funded by Rebuild Alabama
Several projects slated for Baileyton area » PAGE 7

PREP FOOTBALL

Fairview’s Guyton signs 
with West Alabama

Fairview’s Elijah Guyton signs his national letter 
of intent to play for West Alabama Thursday.

GEORGE REDDING

» PAGE 6

» PAGE 5
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Auburn’s 
season ends 
with loss to 

Miami
» PAGE 4
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Every 
year in March, the Cullman 
Pilot Club holds the Brain 
Awareness Week event with 
the Cullman County Center 
for the Developmentally Dis-
abled at the Margaret Jean 
Jones Center. This year on St. 

Patrick’s Day, the Pilot Club 
granted a donation of $1,600 
to the CCCDD.
 Peggy Harris of the Pilot 
Club said, “One of our main 
emphases is on brain health 
and awareness and doing 
parties at the Margaret Jean 
Jones Center twice a year 
has been on our list of things 
to do for as long as I’ve been 

in Pilot Club which has been 
20+ years.”
 The CCCDD is a nonprofit 
that supports the develop-
mentally disabled population 
in Cullman County. The orga-
nization offers day services, 
residential services, early in-
tervention services for babies 
from birth to 3 years old, a 
DHR certified 

EDUCATION

CCCDD receives donation from Pilot 
Club for ‘Brain Awareness Week’

MOSTLY CLOUDY THEN SHOWERS 
LIKELY AND BREEZY

WEATHER
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
2022 Cullman County High 
School Math Tournament 
was held Friday, March 18 at 
Wallace State Community 
College. Awards were given 
to the top 10 students with 
the highest math test scores 
in each division. The top 
three teams were also award-
ed in each division. West 
Point High walked away with 
the Grand Champion award, 
which goes to the school with 
the highest overall average 
score.

Geometry individual 

awards
Eli Taylor/West Point (1st), 
Silas Baty/West Point (2nd), 
Brock Wooten/Good Hope 
(3rd), Aaiden Jones/West 
Point (4th), Xander Grazer/
Holly Pond (5th), Kira Ku-
znyetsova/West Point (6th), 
Emma Elliot/Good Hope 
(7th), Dalton Pirkle/Hancev-
ille (8th), Hank Hudson/
Good Hope (9th), Kyrian 
Grazer/Holly Pond (10th).

Algebra II individual 
awards
Ryan Hancock/West Point 
(1st), Logan Lisle/Hanceville 
(2nd), TJ Brown/West Point 
(3rd), Chase Blackwood/West 
Point (4th), Avery Flynt/

Good Hope (5th), Brooke 
Lynn/West Point (6th), 
Isaiah Boyd/Vinemont (7th), 
Maggie Burks/Vinemont 
(8th), Wesley Shadix/West 
Point (9th), Crimson Wright/
Fairview (10th).

Comprehensive individual 
awards
Lauren Hancock/Good Hope 
(1st), Jared Smith/West 
Point (2nd), Camden Phil-
lips/Good Hope (3rd), Anna 
Martin/Good Hope (4th), 
Heidi Nichols/Cold Springs 
(5th), Jacob Littrell/West 
Point (6th), Tayler White/
West Point (7th), Zach Camp-
bell/Hanceville (8th), Ivan 
Conway/Hancev-

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

West Point High School walked away with the Grand Champion award.
CULLMAN COUNTY SCHOOLS

– EDUCATION –

West Point High Math team 
awarded Grand Champion 

at County Tournament

Pilot members Claudia Normand, Beverly Wilkerson, 
Alabama District Pilot International Governor Kristy 
Mickle, CCCDD Director Charese Morris, Pilot Club 
President Stephanie Dye, Pilot members Pam Gasser, 
Tina Chapman, Gwen Parker, Tia Smallwood

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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ENTERTAINMENT 
Throwback Outdoor Cinema offering 
weekend features for spring break » PAGE 7

CRIME
Multiple arrests made after various 
traffic stops last week » PAGE 2

– PREP BASKETBALL –
Cullman’s Stuedeman 

named 6A Coach of the Year

Cullman Bearcats Head Coach Stu Stuedeman has 
been selected as this year’s 6A Coach of the Year.

MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 4

PREP BASKETBALL
Cullman’s Gambrill, Good 
Hope’s Maddox earn 1st 
Team All-State honors » PAGE 4

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Hanceville City Council 
grants alcohol license 
for Bull Bash event » PAGE 3

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

吀伀一夀 匀䔀刀刀䄀
一䤀匀匀䄀一 䌀唀䰀䰀䴀䄀一

㈀㔀㘀ⴀ㘀㜀㘀ⴀ㈀㐀㌀㔀 ∠ 吀漀渀礀匀攀爀爀愀一椀猀猀愀渀䌀甀氀氀洀愀渀⸀挀漀洀

吀伀一夀 匀䔀刀刀䄀
一䤀匀匀䄀一 䌀唀䰀䰀䴀䄀一

㈀㔀㘀ⴀ㘀㜀㘀ⴀ㈀㐀㌀㔀 ∠ 吀漀渀礀匀攀爀爀愀一椀猀猀愀渀䌀甀氀氀洀愀渀⸀挀漀洀

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

– SPORTS –

No. 7 West 
Point tops 

Falkville at 
home 8-2
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GARDEN CITY, Ala. — A 
group of volunteers from 
Wallace State Community 
College recently cleaned up 
an illegal dump site in Garden 
City during the People 
Against a Littered State 
countywide Spring Clean-
up last Saturday. The group 
filled up over 100 bags with 

2,080 pounds of trash. The 
volunteers were referred to 
the area by Cullman County 
Solid Waste Officer Phillip 
Patterson. Patterson said 
“That is a site that we have 
had issues with in the past. 
They volunteered to go down 
there and make an effort at it, 
and they did an outstanding 
job. It’s still not complete. 
They want to go back and 
finish it up. We are just going 

to have to have a little more 
equipment to clean it because 
it is off of a hillside.”
	 The definition of an illegal 
dump site varies by state but 
includes dumping trash on a 
public or private area that is 
not licensed to receive waste. 
Solid Waste Officer Patterson 
said that an illegal dump is a 
large amount of garbage that 
may include tires, furniture 
or just household 

Wallace State volunteers clean up 
illegal dump site in Garden City

SUNNY

WEATHER
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Breaking 
ground in the fall of 2021 with 
opening slated for Memorial 
Day weekend 2022, Nathan 
Anderson, Director Cullman 
Parks Recreation and Sports 
Tourism, is excited for resi-
dents to see all the new im-

provements and additions 
at the Cullman Wellness and 
Aquatic Center.
	 “Over the past year, we 
have remodeled the walking 
areas throughout our fitness 
center by adding new rubber-
ized flooring and turf area, as 
well as upgraded our strength 
equipment with state-of-the-
art LifeFitness equipment. 

We have also expanded our 
team of personal training 
staff – increasing our knowl-
edge and one-on-one train-
ing opportunities including 
the expansion of our Fit Kidz 
class for children 5 years and 
older,” said Anderson. “We 
are excited to continue the 
momentum of these reno-
vations into ad-

Noah Galilee
noah@cullmantribune.com

NOAH GALILEE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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New changes making 
a big splash at CWAC

CONTRIBUTED
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Cullman area wages 
not keeping up with 
inflation » PAGE 5
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Berlin gears up for 
farmers market, 
expands town limits » PAGE 2

COURTS

Cullman County 
District Attorney 
Wilson Blaylock 
announces the 
guilty verdict of 
John Michael 
Cosper, Jr. John Michael 

Cosper, Jr.

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

» PAGE 2
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CHS 
Principal 
Kim Hall 
announces 
retirement CHS Principal 

Kim Hall

CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

» PAGE 5
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CRIME
Arrests and incidents reported March 23

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported March 23, 2022. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY

SHERIFF’S OFFICE
No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
March 21
•	 third-degree criminal 
mischief; Cullman Park & 
Rec; Cleveland Ave. SW; dam-
aged property

•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; American Greet-
ings; CR 715; tablet; scanner; 
$400
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit card; person; miscella-
neous charges

March 22
•	 third-degree criminal 
mischief; person; McNabb 
Dr. SW; damaged property; 
$20

•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; person; 
Lincoln Ave. SW; battery; 
$160

March 23
•	 third-degree domestic vi-
olence-harassment; person; 
Meadowbrook Dr. SE

ARRESTS
March 21
Hill, Nicholas D.; 33

•	 FTA- insurance violation
•	 FTA- expired tag

Villa, Patricia D.; 40
•	 FTA- fourth-degree theft 
of property 

Nixon, Robert R.; 59
•	 FTA- DUI
•	 FTA- driving without li-
cense

March 22

Drinkard, Jim A.; 49
•	 third-degree domestic vi-
olence-harassment 

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Wednesday, March 
23, COVID-19 
update from the 

Alabama Department of 
Public Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
Along with decreases in 
COVID-19 cases, hospital-
izations and deaths, ADPH 
will be updating its dash-
board less frequently. Ef-
fective June 7, the Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard will 
update Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday; the Vaccine 
Distribution Dashboard 
will update Tuesday and 

Thursday and no weekend 
updates will be made. Ad-
ditional information may 
be provided in the future as 
ADPH gathers more data on 
the pandemic.

*The dashboard has been 
redesigned to help people 
better understand the cur-
rent transmission levels 
in their communities and 
the impact of COVID-19 
in Alabama. The moving 
7-day sum is updated daily 
instead of weekly--instead 
of a 3, 7 and 14-day average, 
the dashboard will provide a 
7-day moving sum for cases. 
The 2020 and 2021 break-
downs of cases and deaths 

will be provided - not just a 
total sum over both years.

Case details* (Updated 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday) 
•	 Positivity in tests in Ala-
bama: 2.4%
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2020): 387,674
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2021): 537,492
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2022): 366,780 (+330 
since Monday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2020): 7,188
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2021): 9,528
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2022) 2,453 

(+72 since Monday)
•	 Positivity in tests in 
Cullman Co.: 1.2%
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2020): 7,568
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2021): 9,742
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2022): 7,177 
(+4 since Monday) 
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 128
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2021): 188
•	 Deaths in Cullman 
Co. (2022): 48 (+1 since 
Monday)
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co. in the last 7 days: 586
•	 Total tested positive in 
Cullman Co. in the last 7 

days: 7
•	 Total tested in Alabama 
in the last 7 days: 28,724
•	 Total positive tests in Al-
abama in the last 7 days: 698
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 142

Vaccine details (updated 
Tuesday and Thursday) 
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 9,003,045 No Updates 
Available
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 4,687,365 
No Updates Available
•	 Doses administered: 
5,886,156
•	 Additional doses admin-
istered: 776,891
•	 Number of people re-

ceiving one or more doses: 
2,857,787
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine 
series: 2,333,610
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral programs: 4,315,680 No 
Updates Available

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c o v i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s e t s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf/.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

Cosper (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
County District Attorney 
Wilson Blaylock announced 
on Tuesday that John Mi-
chael Cosper, Jr. was found 
guilty of two counts of ag-
gravated stalking 2nd degree 
and one count of violation of 
protection from abuse order 
after a two-day jury trial in 
the Cullman County Circuit 
Court.
	 “Domestic violence is a 
serious issue that can yield 
deadly consequences,” said 
District Attorney Blaylock.  
“I am proud of the victim in 
this case for coming forward 
and having the strength and 

courage to testify against her 
abuser. 
	 “Our office will request 
that Cosper be sentenced to 
the maximum punishment at 
his sentencing hearing.”
	 In this case, the jury 
heard testimony that the 
victim had a protection for 
abuse order issued against 
Cosper. Despite orders not to 
have contact with the victim, 
Cosper installed tracking de-
vices on the victim’s vehicle 
on two separate occasions – a 
fact that he admitted at trial. 
	 Cosper failed to appear in 
the courtroom when the jury 
announced its guilty verdict 
on all three counts. 
	 He was apprehended a 
short time later in the court-

house parking lot, where-
upon Cosper’s bond was re-
voked, and he will remain in 
the custody of the Cullman 
County Detention Center 
until his sentencing hearing 
on a later date.
	 Aggravated stalking 2nd 
degree is a Class C felony with 
punishment of one to 10 years 
imprisonment.  Violation of 
protection from abuse order 
is a Class A misdemeanor 
with a maximum punishment 
of one year imprisonment. 
	 As a result of his three 
convictions in these cases, 
the defendant faces a max-
imum imprisonment of 21 
years.
	 The case was prosecut-
ed by Assistant District At-

torney Jeff Roberts of the 
District Attorney’s Office 

and investigated by Cullman 
County Sheriff’s Office and 

the Cullman Police Depart-
ment.Jeremy Cline

Office of District Attorney Wilson Blaylock

Berlin (from Front)

BERLIN, Ala. — The Berlin 
Town Council on Monday 
talked about big plans for the 
opening day of its farmers 
market, coming up on May 
21. According to Mayor Pat-
rick Bates:
•	 Lifesouth will be on hand 

for a blood drive.

•	 The North Alabama Re-
gional Council of Govern-
ments will sponsor multiple 
tents and booths for busi-
nesses and organizations to 
sell goods or present services.

•	 The Berlin Fire Depart-
ment will have its new fire 

trucks out.

•	 Representatives of the 
Farmers Market Coalition’s 
Power of Produce/”PoP” 
Club program will be present 
to provide children with edu-
cational games and activities 
about agriculture.

The council also discussed a 

desire to have food and en-
tertainment – including pos-
sibly bouncy houses and live 
music – at the event.
	 Bates also reported that 
almost all grower slots at the 
farmers market are full, and 
the county extension service 
recently reported an increas-
ing number of new growers 
reporting Berlin as their 

market.
	 The council approved 
$1,000 for the installation of 
a water faucet at the farmers 
market shed, along with $432 
for two new large banners to 
increase the visibility of the 
facility.
	 Berlin will hold a meet-
ing for growers at 3 p.m. this 
Friday, March 25.

	 The council also voted to 
accept two annexation re-
quests in the area of County 
Road 728, adding a total of 
approximately 20 acres to the 
town.
	 The Berlin Town Council 
meets at 7 p.m. on the third 
Monday of each month at 
Berlin Town Hall. The public 
is invited to attend.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com
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  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

CLASSIFIEDS
SERVICES

SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week! Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make one 
call to this newspaper (par-
ticipating Ala-SCAN news-
paper) or call 1-800-264-
7043 to find out how easy it is 
to advertise statewide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available. 

Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print and 
distribute your work inter-
nationally. We do the work… 
You reap the Rewards! Call 
for a FREE Author’s Submis-
sion Kit: 888-283-4780.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Ameri-
ca’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress 
out of moving! Speak to a Re-
location Specialist, call 844-
925-3534.

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 

your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE information 
kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
and CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - $99 + FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 866-505-0828.

FOR SALE
DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV! 844-594-7108.

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades. FREE in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation. Top quality 
- Made in the USA. Call for 

free consultation: 844-809-
9165. Ask about our specials!

ELIMINATE ROACHES 
GUARANTEED! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Odorless, 
Long Lasting. Available: 
Publix, Hardware Stores, 
Home Centers.

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
323-5516.

AUTOMOTIVE

SUPPORT THE BLIND! 
Donate a car to the American 
Council of the Blind. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24-hour 
response. Running or not. 
maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! 
Call 24/7: 844-601-1342.

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

FARM EQUIPMENT
EARN $15,000 - $40,000 
OVER 5 YEARS. #1 Hunting 
Lease Company in America. 
Customize your contract. 
Call Base Camp Leasing | 
(888) 871-1982.

The Cullman Tribune  
Cullman County's Oldest Business, Serving the area since 1874 Publication 

Number    USPS-139-700 
Telephone: 256-739-1351    Fax: 1-256-739-4422 
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Published daily Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 219 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, 
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr

  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr  --    YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  
NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  

JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  
BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  

HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt
MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    

RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” Com-
munity Women’s Bible 
Study
• Tuesday mornings at 10 
at the Hebrews Cafe at East 
Side Baptist Church, 1111 
Third St. SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/face 
covering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Saturday 
of each month from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many ev-
eryday items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a 
bag, and for $40 a shopper 
can fill a large box. Some of 
the items of greater value 
will require a larger dona-
tion. There will be some 
restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings (all 
are welcome) Monday and 
Thursday nights from 7-8 
p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Epis-
copal Church, 305 Arnold 
St. NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-347-
1097, 256-841-2209 or 256-
708-1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 
1650 St. Joseph Drive NW, 
Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to re-
ceive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise classes- 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Chil-
dren welcome.
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pickup. 
Small group classes for 
adults, children and youth 
at 10 a.m. Praise and wor-
ship and message at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children Mon-
days 11 a.m. – noon, Tues-
days 1-2 p.m. and Wednes-
days-Fridays 11 a.m. – noon. 
Cullman Housing Authori-
ty Community Center 1545 
Vine Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Raising 
Arrows Ministry, and Spirit 
Life Church. 
Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children 
ages 1-18 in need of assis-
tance to celebrate their 
birthday. Register your 

child and pick up a birthday 
box with cake mix, icing, 
sprinkles, decorations and 
toys! Pick up is the last 
weekend of the month. 
Saturday (5100 Curry High-
way Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. or the 
last Sunday of the month at 
Spirit Life Church Cullman 
from 12:30-1 p.m.  Birth 
certificate is required at the 
time of box pickup. Register 
at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478.

Miércoles de Despensas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles del 
mes, En Su Tierra Cullman 
FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere ID. 
Entrega en su vehículo. Por 
favor use mascarilla.

Agriplex spring program 
schedule

Child and home-school 
programs
• March 24 - Heritage Ho-
meschool Seed Starting: 
What does a seed need to 
grow? Find out as we learn 
all about how to grow our 
own vegetable transplants 
for the garden.
• Register for programs 
at https://agriplex.org/
WPtest/services/.

Cullman City Cemetery 
ground flowers removal
Ground flowers at the City 
Cemetery need to be re-
moved by April 15 to pre-
pare for Decoration Day on 
May 8.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 
12-Step Groups
The Goose Hung High 
Group of Alcoholics Anon-
ymous -  1st Church of Naz-
arene, 5415 U.S. Highway 
157, Cullman, AL 35058 - 
CLOSED Literature Study, 
SUNDAYS at 3 p.m. - Hand-
icap accessible

CASA volunteer training
Cullman County CASA 
(court appointed special 
advocates) is looking for 
dedicated volunteers to 
speak up for abused and 
neglected children in foster 
care. They need YOUR 
VOICE! A training class 
will be beginning soon! For 
more information, please 
contact Candace Lingo at 
cullmancountycasa@msn.
com. 

T.O.P.S (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
Cullman Housing Author-
ity Community Center 
(1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). First 
meeting is free. TOPS, a na-
tional program, is a hands-
on/pounds-off approach to 

weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those 
affected by someone else’s 
addiction. We offer Help 
by sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope 
by letting others know that 
they are not alone by prac-
ticing the 12 Steps of NAR-
ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our pro-
gram is not a religious one, 
but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (family life 
center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470 
for more information. 

Wallace State Fine and 
Performing Arts fall – 
spring performances 
   
Dazzle Me, Disney!
• April 7-9, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes The-
atre
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Singers
• Info: 256-352-8277, jes-
sica.chairez@wallacestate.
edu
 
Big Band Dance
• April 15, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the 
Fine and Performing Arts
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Jazz Band 
• Info: 256-352-8277, jes-
sica.chairez@wallacestate.
edu
 
Dance Spring Showcase 
• April 22, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes The-
atre
• Featuring the Allegro 
Dance Theatre 
• Info: 256-352-8277, jes-
sica.chairez@wallacestate.
edu
 
Spring Under the Stars
• April 26, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the 
Fine and Performing Arts 
(bring lawn chairs, blankets 
etc.)
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Concert Choir and 
Concert Band
• Info: 256-352-8277, jes-
sica.chairez@wallacestate.
edu

Hanceville Lions Club 
Swamp John’s Dinner
March 25: Hanceville Lions 
Club will host a Swamp 

John’s meal fundraiser 
benefiting projects on 
Friday, March 25 from 4-7 
p.m. at the Moody Center 
in Hanceville (111 Mi-
chelle St.). Plates are $13. 
Drive-thru option only. 

Fairview Lions Club 
Spring Fling
April 2: The Fairview Lions 
Club will have their annual 
Spring Fling and car show 
on April 2 at the Randall 
Shedd Community Park on 
Wesley Avenue in Fairview. 
We will have a car show, 
parade, vendors, games, 
music and bouncy houses. 
Parade line up starts at 10 
a.m. at the Clint Barbee 
ball field and parade starts 
at 11 a.m. Car registration 
will begin at 8 a.m. with 
awards to be given out at 2 
p.m. Vendor spots are $10 a 
spot, payable the day of the 
event. Must be set up by 9 
a.m. (no ready to eat food 
please, canned foods and 
fresh food allowed). Con-
cessions will be sold by the 
Lions Club. If the ground 
is too wet that day, we will 
have this event at Fairview 
School. For more informa-
tion, please contact Kita 
Chambers at 256-385-8805 
or William Criscoe at 256-
385-5596.

Cottontails Arts and 
Crafts Festival
• April 9, 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m.	
• 905 SE Commercial St., 
Hanceville
• Willow Brook Boutique 
& Design will host a spring 
arts and crafts festival in 
downtown Hanceville.

Bloomin’ Festival Arts 
and Crafts Fair
• April 23-24, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
• 1600 St. Bernard Ave. SE, 
Cullman
• Food, music and arti-
san crafts all weekend at 
St. Bernard Preparatory 
School.
• Admission $7, children 5 
and under get in free.

2022 Hanceville Grilled 
Cheese Festival
May 28: The Hanceville 
Grilled Cheese Festival is 
back for the second year! 
The festival will take place 
Saturday, May 28 starting 
at 9 a.m. Features will in-
clude vendors, food trucks, 
live music and plenty of 
activities for adults and 
kids alike. Most food trucks 
will feature their own 
signature grilled cheese. 
There will also be a grilled 
cheese cook-off. Follow 
them on Facebook for 
more information: https://
www.facebook.com/events 
/265071822436868/.

Links for Literacy Golf Tournament to take place Monday, April 11 at Terri Pines
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Link of Cullman County has 
begun registration for spon-
sorships and teams for the 
annual Links for Literacy 
Golf Tournament April 11 at 
the Terri Pines Country Club. 
The tournament is a 4-man 
shamble. There will be two 
tee times: one at 8:30 a.m. 
and the other at 1 p.m. 
	 Lunch and flags will be 
provided for all that are play-

ing. Lunch will be served for 
golfers at noon. The cost to 
register for a 4-man team is 
$750. The hole-in-one prizes 
are $25,000 cash from spon-
sor Jim McDonald at Farm-
ers Insurance, a 2022 Chevy 
Traxx from Adam Aker at 
Mitch Smith Chevrolet and 
a $10,000 Sandals vacations 
given by Sandy Herren at 
Main Street & More Travel. 
The title sponsor for the 
tournament this year is Al-
abama Farm Credit, who 
are also the sponsors for the 

Link’s Wise Up financial lit-
eracy program taught in 9-12 
grade classrooms across the 
county. “We are super thank-
ful for their partnership with 
us in that. They truly see a 
value in helping teens have 
some financial literacy,” said 
Director of Development and 
Operations Melissa Betts. 

•	 To register to be a spon-
sor for the tournament visit:  
https://forms.gle/CptmN-
6bLsE7yXNfK6
•	 To register a Four Man 

Team visit:  https://forms.
gle/RsAFtP83FbEoQjGS8

The tournament supports the 
many literacy projects at the 
Link. “We have several things 
going on. We have moved all 
our children services into 
what we call here on campus 
our ‘little house’ that sits 
out front, and it’s being com-
pletely renovated,” said Betts.
	 The Link will also have 
seven Kindergarten Readi-
ness camp sites this year lo-
cated in Hanceville,

Good Hope, Cold Springs, 
Cullman First Baptist 
Church, Vinemont at 
Longview Church of God, 
West Point and Fairview at 
First Baptist Church of Fair-
view.
	 “There are skill sets that 
children are tested on before 
they go to kindergarten to 
see where they are. They are 
placement tests, so it’s really 
important for children to 
have a little bit of basic skill 
and knowledge.” The camps 
prep children for some of the 

social and emotional aspects 
of being around a lot of new 
children in kindergarten. 
The program is similar to 
the lessons children learn 
in preschools. Betts says, 
“Some children have been to 
preschool and other children 
don’t have the opportunity.” 
The camp is open to all chil-
dren, whether or not they 
have already been in a pre-
school setting. For Kinder-
garten Readiness Camp Reg-
istration, visit:  https://forms.
gle/csPDEgiwTF68CSgB9.

W.C. Mann
craig@cullmantribune.com



4 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MARCH 24, 2022COMMUNITY MATTERS — SPORTS

WEST POINT, Ala. — 
The Lady Warriors hosted 
Falkville at Mike Brown 
Field Monday night and 
thanks to a couple long balls 
in the first inning and a 4-run 
fifth inning, No. 7 West Point 
improved to 13-3 on the year 
with an 8-2 win over the Lady 
Blue Devils. 
	 An RBI double gave 
Falkville a 1-0 lead in the top 
of the first, but the Lady War-
riors responded right away in 
their half of the inning. Beth-
any Minck led things off with 
a solo homerun to tie things 
up and after Macayla Wilkins 

reached on an error, Carlie 
Wilkins blasted a 2-run shot 
off the center field wall to 
extend the lead to 3-1 going 
into the second. 
	 Wilkins and Braelee 
Quinn kept Falkville off the 
board through the next three 
innings but an RBI single 
from the Lady Blue Devils 
cut the lead to 3-2 in the top 
of the fifth.
	 However, West Point got 
that run back and then some 
in the bottom half of the fifth, 
starting with an RBI single by 
Brindlee Phillips that made 
it a 4-2 game. A few pitches 
later, Sindey Burks lifted a 
3-run homer over the center 
field wall and put the Lady 

Warriors in front 7-2 after 
five innings. 
	 An RBI single from 
Wilkins tacked another run 
onto the lead in the bottom 
of the sixth and West Point 
collected the final three outs 
in the top of the seventh to 
wrap up an 8-2 win. 
	 Wilkins finished 4-for-4 
at the plate, driving in three 
runs and Burks was 3-for-3 
with three RBIs of her own. 
Minck added a pair of hits 
and an RBI and Kylee Quinn 
and Phillips each posted a hit 
as well. 
	 The Lady Warriors will be 
back home Thursday for an 
area battle against Russell-
ville.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

The Lady Warriors celebrate at the plate following Bethany Minck’s 
homerun in their 8-2 win over Falkville Monday night.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

PREP SOFTBALL

No. 7 West Point tops 
Falkville at home 8-2

WEST POINT, Ala. — Arab 
traveled to West Point for a 
matchup against the War-
riors and after building a big 
lead in the first two innings, 
the Knights pulled away to 
collect a 12-3 win. 
	 Arab took a 2-0 lead in 
the top of the first with a 
2-run bomb off the bat of 
Dakota Nesmith and the 
Knights continued adding 
to their lead in the second. 
Brody McCain laced an RBI 
single into left field to make 
it a 3-0 game and after anoth-
er RBI single from Hayden 
Turner and a throwing error, 
Arab pulled ahead 6-0. A sac-
rifice fly by Nesmith brought 
another run across the plate 
and the Knights went into 

the bottom of the second 
inning leading 7-0. 
	 Eli Folds put one in play 
with two outs and an error 
allowed a run to score but 
the Warriors still trailed 7-1 
going into the third. A sac-
rifice bunt from John Ray 
Wilks put another run on the 
board for Arab in the top of 
third but West Point was able 
to cut into the lead in the 
fourth inning.
	 Folds drilled a 2-run 
double into right field to 
bring in a pair of runners 
and trimmed the lead to 8-3 
going into the fifth. 
	 The Knights plated a 
couple more runs in the top 
half of the fifth with a pair of 
sacrifice flys from Wilks and 
Aidan Cox and went into the 
sixth with a 10-3 advantage. 
An RBI double from Turner 

and an error by the Warriors 
put two more Arab runs on 
the board in the top of the 
seventh and the Knights left 
with a 12-3 win over West 
Point. 
	 Turner (two hits) drove 
in four RBIs in the win and 
Nesmith (two hits) posted 
three RBIs of his own. Wilks 
(one hit) finished with a 
pair of RBIs and McCain 
(one hit) and Cox (one hit) 
each added an RBI as well. 
McCain earned the win on 
the mound after tossing 5.2 
innings, allowing three runs 
(two earned) on four hits and 
striking out five batters. 
	 Isaac Hoffpauir posted a 
pair of hits for West Point in 
the loss and Folds (one hit) 
finished with a pair of RBIs. 
Bryson Phillips and Cade 
Simmons added hits as well.

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

Isaac Hoffpauir finished with a pair of hits in West Point’s 12-3 loss to Arab Monday night.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

PREP BASEBALL

Arab downs West Point on the road 12-3

FAIRVIEW, Ala. – 
Vinemont traveled to Fair-
view for a varsity match-
up with the Lady Aggies 
Monday night and the Lady 
Eagles pulled ahead early to 
secure an 11-4 win. Nearby 
at the baseball field, the 
Aggies took on Brewer in 
their area opener and the 
Patriots scored in the top of 
the seventh to take a late lead 
and held on to defeat Fair-
view 4-3. The Lady Knights 
of Arab were also in town 
to take on the Lady Aggies 
and they were able to return 
home with a 13-6 win.

Vinemont 11 - Fairview 4 
(Softball)
After holding Vinemont 
scoreless to start out the 
game, Fairview looked to get 
on the scoreboard first in 
their half. Emily Benson hit 
a leadoff double, then Jaycee 
Aleman reached on a bunt 
single. Aleman then stole 
second and Emma Roberts 
hit a sacrifice fly to give the 
Lady Aggies an early 1-0 lead. 
The Lady Eagles answered 
right back in the top of the 
second. Berkley Gable hit 
a leadoff single, then she 
moved to second on a Fair-
view error. Abigail Cody then 
bunted into a fielder’s choice, 
which allowed Gable to score 
on the play, and that tied 
the game up at one. Anoth-
er Lady Aggie error allowed 
Cody to cross the plate and 
that gave the Lady Eagles a 
2-1 lead.
	 Vinemont added to their 
lead in the top of the third. 
Faith Rusk hit a one-out 
double and moved to third on 
a wild pitch. Katelyn Evans 
hit a sacrifice fly to push 
Vinemont’s lead to 3-1. The 
Lady Eagles created some 
distance from them and Fair-
view in the fourth inning. 
Emilie Hoffman hit a one-out 
single and would later come 
around to score on a passed 
ball to make it 4-1. Reagan 
Robinson provided one of 
the biggest blows in the game 

with a two-run double to left 
field to increase Vinemont’s 
lead to 6-1. 
	 The Lady Aggies, though, 
responded in their half of 
the inning. Kaitlyn Benson 
hit a leadoff double and Ayda 
Payne hit a one-out single to 
put runners on the corners. 
Benson stole home to make 
it 6-2, then later on, a Savan-
nah Bryson RBI single cut 
the Vinemont lead to 6-3. 
Reagan Dunkin scored on a 
Lady Eagle error to make it a 
6-4 game. A single and a walk 
quickly had Vinemont in 
business once again as they 
would later score on a passed 
ball to make it 7-4. Harris 
then added an RBI single and 
later scored on a Fairview 
error to push the Lady Eagle 
lead to 9-4.
	 The biggest blow of the 
game would come from 
Evans in the top of the sixth 
inning as her two-run home 
run made it an 11-4 game. 
The Lady Eagles’ Maci Smith 
made quick work of the Lady 
Aggies on just four pitches to 
end the game as Vinemont 
rebounded from an earlier 
loss to Fairview with an 11-4 
win over Fairview.
	 Evans finished with 
two hits and three RBIs for 
Vinemont. Robinson added 
a hit and two RBIs. Harris 
ended up with a hit and an 
RBI. Cody collected an RBI 
as well. Rusk added three 
hits in the contest. Hoffman 
finished with a pair of hits, 
while Smith and Brooklyn 
Knott each collected a hit in 
the contest as well. Bryson 
finished with a hit and an 
RBI for Fairview. Emma 
Roberts added an RBI in 
the contest. Kaitlyn Benson 
ended up with three hits. 
Emily Benson and Payne 
each added a pair of hits and 
Dunkin chipped in with a hit 
of her own.
	 Fairview will host Cold 
Springs Thursday.

Brewer 4 - Fairview 3 
(Baseball)
Parker Martin got the start 
for Fairview and quickly 
worked around a leadoff 

single to get out of the inning 
unscathed. Martin kept the 
Patriots off the scoreboard 
through the first three in-
nings, and the Aggies got him 
some run support in their 
half of the third. Crimson 
Wright reached on an infield 
single with one out, then 
later on, Martin drew a two-
out walk. Dalton Payne hit a 
two-run double to right field 
to give the Aggies a 2-0 lead, 
then he would later steal 
home to make it 3-0. 
	 Brewer reached on a 
Fairview error to lead off the 
fourth inning, then an RBI 
double to left field put them 
on the scoreboard. A wild 
pitch with two outs allowed 
the Patriots to score and 
that made it a 3-2 contest. 
The Aggies loaded the bases 
with two outs in its half, but a 
strikeout ended the Fairview 
threat.
	 A two-out RBI double by 
Brewer tied the game up at 
three in the top of the fifth 
inning. The Patriots threat-
ened to break the tie in the 
sixth inning as they had a 
runner on second base with 
two outs. A single to right 
field looked to give Brewer 
the lead, but Carson Jones 
had other ideas as his perfect 
throw to Lucas West nailed 
the Brewer runner at the 
plate, keeping the game at a 
3-3 tie.
	 The Aggies looked to 
build off of that huge play in 
their half as three straight 
walks loaded the bases with 
one out, but a strikeout and 
a pop out quickly ended that 
threat as well.
	 The Patriots loaded the 
bases themselves with two 
outs in the seventh and an 
RBI single gave them a 4-3 
lead. Fairview looked for 
some late-game heroics in 
their final at-bats. Payne hit 
a leadoff single, then one 
out later, a Gannon Black 
ground out moved Payne 
over to second with two outs. 
A strikeout, though, ended 
the game for Fairview as they 
ended up falling in heart-
breaking fashion to Brewer, 
4-3, in their area opener.

	 Payne finished with two 
hits and two RBIs for Fair-
view. Wright, West, Martin 
and Caden Jennings each 
added a hit in the contest. 
Martin gave up seven hits, 
two earned runs, walked two, 
and struck out 10 as he went 
the distance for the Aggies. 
	 Fairview will head to 
Brewer for a rematch with 
the Patriots Thursday in a 
doubleheader.

Arab 13 - Fairview 6 (Soft-
ball)
Arab struck first in its open-
ing at-bats. Doubles by Alexia 
Rice and Lily Livingston gave 
them an early 1-0 lead and 
they would add to their lead 
in the second. A walk and an 
error had the Lady Knights 
in business once again and 
Kaitlyn Salinas lined an RBI 
double to right field as that 
made it 2-0. The biggest 
blow of the inning came from 
Livingston as she crushed a 
three-run home run over the 
left field fence to push their 
lead to 5-0. 
	 The Lady Aggies looked 
to answer in their half. Ayda 

Payne and Allie Scott each 
drew a walk to lead off the 
inning, then two outs later, 
Savannah Bryson hit a two-
run double to cut the Fair-
view deficit to three at 5-2. 
Kaitlyn Benson reached on 
a Lady Knight error in the 
bottom of the third with 
one out and later on, Payne 
brought Benson home with 
an RBI double as that made it 
a 5-3 game. Payne scored on a 
passed ball to cut it to 5-4.
	 The Lady Knights loaded 
the bases in the fourth inning 
and a Lady Aggie throwing 
error allowed Ella Blackmon 
to cross the plate to make it 
6-4. Lola Davis then hit an 
RBI single to center field to 
push their lead to 7-4.
	 The Lady Aggies got 
those runs back in their 
half as Emily Benson hit a 
one-out single to left field. 
After a ground ball moved 
Benson over to second, Kait-
lyn Benson lined a two-run 
home run over the center 
field fence to make it a 7-6 
game.
	 Livingston continued 
her red-hot hitting as she 

hit an RBI single in the fifth 
inning to increase their lead 
to 8-6. The Lady Knights had 
runners on first and second 
with two outs and Black-
mon drove them both in as 
her two-run single made it 
10-6. Arab put up three more 
runs in the seventh, two on 
a throwing error, and the 
third one on an RBI single 
by Tabitha Parkins. The Lady 
Aggies couldn’t get a rally 
started as the Lady Knights 
ended up defeating the Lady 
Aggies, 13-6.
	 Livingston finished with 
three hits and a game-high 
five RBIs for Arab. Blackmon 
added a pair of hits and two 
RBIs. Salinas and Davis each 
ended up with two hits and 
an RBI. Perkins added a hit 
and an RBI in the contest, 
while Rice and Sarah Benne-
field each finished with a pair 
of hits. For Fairview, Kaitlyn 
Benson finished with the 
two-run home run. Bryson 
added a hit and two RBIs. 
Payne ended up with a pair of 
hits and an RBI, while Emily 
Benson and Allie Scott each 
collected a hit in the contest.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Vinemont’s Maci Smith struck out three batters in the Lady Eagles’ 11-4 win over Fairview.
SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

PREP SOFTBALL

Vinemont defeats Fairview on the road 11-4, Aggies fall to Brewer in final frame 4-3
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TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Inflation (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 
estimates the Decatur area 
wages have increased by 0.2% 
from January 2021 - January 
2022 while inflation has risen 
about 8%. Athens State Uni-
versity Economics Professor 
Jeff Johnson described the 
process of tracking inflation, 
“The U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics take a sample of 
goods, called a marketbas-
ket of goods, and tracks the 
prices of those goods over 
time. Those prices have gone 
up over the past year about 
8% nationwide and about 
8.5% in the Southeast.”
	 “What this means is if 
your wages have stayed the 
same from the past year, then 
you are basically making 8% 
less than what you did the 
year before. When I am in 
class, the example I give to 
the students is: if your wages 
were a dollar last year and 
you could go buy your dollar 
Coke at McDonalds. With in-
flation at 8% then that Coke 
is going to cost you $1.08, but 
if your wages haven’t gone up 
then you can no longer buy 
the Coke. What this does is 
put families and individuals 
in a spot where their standard 
of living has gone down,” said 
Johnson.
	 “Unemployment in Cull-
man is really good right now. 
In the U.S., it is about 3.8%. 
Alabama is about 3.1%, and 
Cullman is at 2.5%. Low 
unemployment normally 
results in higher wages but 
according to U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the Decatur 
Area wages have increased 
by only 0.2% from January 
2021 to January 2022. Since 
the unemployment num-
bers of Cullman County are 
similar to Morgan County, 
wages in Cullman County 
are probably similar to the 
Decatur Area wage chang-
es.” Professor Johnson does 
not believe Cullman County 
wages have kept up with in-
flation.  “When talking about 
Cullman County in general, 
the standard of living has de-
creased this past year due to 
inflation being greater than 
wage increases, but it can 
vary greatly among individu-
als,” according to Johnson.
	 Even with only slight in-
crease in wages, individuals 
and companies did see a tem-
porary de facto wage increase 
with the federal government 

COVID-19 stimulus funds, 
which can lead to an increase 
in demand for goods and ser-
vices which can lead to higher 
prices.
	 Johnson says wage in-
creases can be a cause of 
inflation, though there are 
several factors currently 
occurring which has con-
tributed to the inflation. If 
the Federal Reserve adds too 
much money to the economy, 
inflation will occur. Johnson 
notes, to promote economic 
recovery after the pandem-
ic shutdowns, the Fed has 
attempted to keep interest 
rates low, leading them to 
increase the money supply. 
The U.S. money supply has 
increased from approximate-

ly $4.3 billion in March 2020 
to over $20 billion in January 
2022. Johnson also discussed 
how a lack of supply can lead 
to inflation, saying, “With the 
current supply chain issues, 
many goods and services 
are limited and the demand 
is currently stronger than 
supply. It is kind of like a 
collectible – what makes a 
collectible valuable? there 
are not many of them. This is 
what we have going on right 
now in the economy.  The lim-
ited supply and high demand 
has been a strong influence 
on prices contributing to the 
current inflation rate.”
	 Johnson finished, saying, 
“One other main factor is 
when we shut down during 

COVID, people didn’t have 
ways to spend a lot of their 
money.  They still had their 
regular car payments and 
power bills, things like that, 
but they couldn’t go on va-
cation, they couldn’t go out 
to eat, they couldn’t go to 
concerts, they couldn’t go to 
sporting events, so people 
saved money during the shut-
down. Once we came out of 
that and things started open-
ing up, people had a lot of 
money to spend. This also put 
a strain on supply because so 
many people created demand 
for products and services all 
at once. So, all of these factors 
have led to the inflation rates 
that we haven’t seen since the 
late 70s, early 80s.”

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Trent Moore
Cullman City Schools

Site (from Front)
garbage, and the site gener-
ally, but not always, must be 
used more than once before 
it is classified as an illegal 
dump. 
	 Patterson discussed the 
possible reasons a person 
may have for illegal dumping, 
saying, “I think it’s probably a 
convenience thing. If some-
one lives on the East side of 
the county, they don’t want 
to have to drive all the way 
to Dodge City to the dump to 
dispose of their stuff proper-
ly, so they find a place that’s 
convenient to them. Usually 
it’s a deserted area, a dirt road 
and for whatever reason, 
creeks and ravines seem to 
be the normal place. I guess 
because they think they can 
get it off the embankment 
and it’ll be out of sight, out of 
mind,” said Patterson. 
	 Litter and trash left on 
roadsides or dumped in for-
ests all travel to waterways. 

The water pollution is un-
healthy and possibly toxic for 
plant and wildlife habitats. 
Environmental effects of il-

legal dumping also include an 
increased chance in wildfires 
and a greater difficulty in put-
ting out fires. 

	 The county will be hold-
ing the annual Free Dump 
Day in May. Residents will be 
given a notice with their April 

electric bill. Every household 
will be entitled to one free 
dump at the county landfill. 
	 The normal cost of dump-

ing in the Cullman County 
Landfill in Dodge City is 
$39.46 a ton, with a $5 mini-
mum.

Wallace State volunteers for the PALS Spring Cleanup
CONTRIBUTED

Hall (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — After six 
years as principal at Cullman 
High School, and an entire 
career spent as a Bearcat, 
Principal Kim Hall has an-
nounced she will be retiring 
at the end of the 2021-2022 
school year this spring.
	 Hall is a lifelong resident 
of Cullman, and graduate of 
Cullman High herself. She’s 
worked at almost every level 
of education in Cullman City 
Schools, before taking the 
reins as principal of Cull-
man High School in 2016. 

Her retirement will be on 
the April 19 Cullman City 
Schools board agenda and 
will become effective Aug. 1.
	 “In 1976 I entered the 
first half-day kindergarten 
program at East Elementary 
School. I then followed my 
educational path to Cullman 
Middle School and then on to 
Cullman High School,” Hall 
said.
	 “While I earned my col-
lege degree I served as a sub-
stitute teacher here and then 
was hired as an instructional 
assistant. For almost 30 
years, I have lived my lite and 
ministry as a teacher and ad-

ministrator in Cullman City 
Schools. My motivation in my 
calling is this: I belong, body 
and soul, in life and in death 
to my faithful Savior, Jesus 
Christ. I have always viewed 
my career as a calling.”
	 Hall said the decision to 
retire is one of the hardest 
decisions she’s ever made, 
though she feels her life is 
being led in a new direction.
	 “To think that God is redi-
recting my path is terrifying 
— yet it requires immeasur-
able faith and trust in Him. 
He is leading me to place my 
trust in Him and not myself. 
I have prayed for months as 

I have felt his nudging,” she 
said.
	 “He has answered and 
confirmed — over, and over 
and over again — that there is 
a new path, a new direction, 
and new journey that I must 
take. I love my job, I love this 
faculty, I love this school and 
I love our students. I have 
spent my entire life in this 
school system, and now it is 
time for the next chapter.”
	 The lead time until Hall’s 
retirement becomes effective 
should give Cullman City 
Schools officials time to con-
duct a thorough search for 
her replacement, and Hall 

noted she intends to assist 
with the transition to a new 
administration. School offi-
cials hope to name a replace-
ment in May, if possible.
	 “I will work tirelessly to 
make this a smooth transi-
tion, trusting and knowing 
that I am placing you in 
God’s hands,” she said. “I will 
always love you. You are my 
Bearcat family.”
	 Cullman City Schools Su-
perintendent Kyle Kallhoff 
commended Hall’s work for 
the district, noting he was 
thankful to have had the plea-
sure to work with her since 
his 2021 arrival in Cullman.

	 “Being a high school 
principal can be an incredi-
bly difficult job, and Kim has 
excelled at it. She has helped 
lead Cullman High to one of 
the strongest positions it’s 
ever been in, and she provid-
ed that leadership,” Kallhoff 
said.
	 “She engages with these 
kids, she knows these stu-
dents, and she knows them on 
an individual student level. 
That’s a great characteristic 
for a principal. If there’s one 
thing I’ve learned about Kim, 
it’s that she’s 100% Bearcat, 
and she bleeds black and 
gold.”
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Legal Notice 
   Notice is hereby given to all owners, secured parties and 
lienholders of the following described motor vehicle, which I have a 
right to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance 
with the State of Alabama abandoned motor vehicle law, Statues, 
Chapter 13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-
494-S-80, as per Legislative Act 2015-470: 
   2010 Toyota Prius, Vin.# JTDKN3DUXA0106305. 
   2005 Pontiac G6, Vin.# 1G2ZG558564130165 
  These vehicles will be sold on Friday, May 6, 2022, at 9:00 a.m. for 
towing/storage fees if not claimed. Located at Hammock Auto Sales, 
17 County Road 406, Cullman, Alabama 35057, 256-775-3754. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY  
REGISTRATION AND VOTING AIDS 

 

State of Alabama 
Cullman County 
Probate Elections 
 
TO: ALL CULLMAN COUNTY VOTERS 
 
Pursuant to 21-4-23 (b), of the Code of Alabama (1975), notice is hereby given of the following 
requirements for and the availability of this registration and voting aids.  
 
 (b) The appropriate election officials of each county shall issue public notice in each voting 
precinct of the requirement for and the availability of these registration and voting aids, which 
notice shall be notification for all handicapped and elderly individuals. This notice shall be issued 
as early as practicable, but in any case, not later than 60 days before any state election or the 
registration deadline for such election. 
 
Tammy Brown 
Judge of Probate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE 
 
STATE OF Alabama 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
Default having been made of the terms of the loan documents secured by 
that certain mortgage executed by James Beckman An Unmarried Man  
to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as mortgagee, as 
nominee for Quicken Loans Inc., its successors and assigns dated 
February 19, 2015; said mortgage being recorded on March 9, 2015, in 
Book 1755, Page 483 in the Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman 
County, Alabama. Said Mortgage was last sold, assigned and transferred 
to Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC f/k/a Quicken 
Loans Inc. by assignment recorded in Deed Book 339, Page 901 in the 
Office of the Judge of Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. 
The undersigned, Rocket Mortgage, LLC f/k/a Quicken Loans, LLC 
f/k/a Quicken Loans Inc., under and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, will sell at public outcry to the highest bidder 
for cash before the main entrance of the Court House in Cullman County, 
Alabama during the legal hours of sale (between 11am and 4pm), on the 
5th day of May, 2022 the following property, situated in Cullman 
County, Alabama, to-wit: 
Land Situated in the Town of Hanceville in the County of Cullman in the 
State of AL. 
The east half of lots No. 20 and 21 in Comb’s Third Addition to the 
Town of Hanceville, Alabama, as shown by plat thereof recorded in the 
Office of the Probate Judge of Cullman County, Alabama. Said east half 
of lots 20 and 21 being more particularly described as follows: 
Commence at the Northeast corner of said lot 21 and go South along East 
line of lot 21 and lot 20 a distance of 200 feet to Southeast corner of lot 
20; Then go West along South line of lot 20 a distance of 100 feet; 
Thence go at right angles North 200 feet to South edge of Estelle Street; 
Thence go East a distance of 100 feet along the South edge of Estelle 
Street to the point of beginning. 
 
Said property is commonly known as 1003 Stadium St Se, Hanceville, 
AL 35077. 
Should a conflict arise between the property address and the legal 
description the legal description will control. 
Said property will be sold subject to any outstanding ad valorem taxes 
(including taxes which are a lien, but not yet due and payable), the right 
of redemption of any taxing authority, all outstanding liens for public 
utilities which constitute liens upon the property, any matters which 
might be disclosed by an accurate survey and inspection of the property, 
any assessments, liens, encumbrances, easements, rights-of-way, zoning 
ordinances, restrictions, special assessments, covenants, the statutory 
right of redemption pursuant to Alabama law, and any matters of record 
including, but not limited to, those superior to said Mortgage first set out 
above. Said property will be sold on an "as-is" basis without any 
representation, warranty or recourse against the above-named or the 
undersigned.  The successful bidder must present certified funds in the 
amount of the winning bid at the time and place of sale. 
Alabama law gives some persons who have an interest in property the 
right to redeem the property under certain circumstances. Programs may 
also exist that help persons avoid or delay the foreclosure process. An 
attorney should be consulted to help you understand these rights and 
programs as a part of the foreclosure process. 
The sale will be conducted subject (1) to confirmation that the sale is not 
prohibited under the U.S. Bankruptcy Code and (2) to final confirmation 
and audit of the status of the loan with the holder of the Mortgage. 
 

  February 28, 2022 

Page 2 

ROCKET MORTGAGE, LLC F/K/A QUICKEN LOANS, LLC F/K/A 
QUICKEN LOANS INC. 
as holder of said mortgage 
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC 
Two North Twentieth 
2 20th Street North, Suite 1000 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(800) 275-7171 
FT21@mccalla.com 
File No. 22-02545AL 
www.foreclosurehotline.net 
 
Cullman Tribune 
03/10/2022,03/17/2022,03/24/2022 
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Obituary Announcements: March 22-23
Bobby Douglas 
Gaines, 52, of Cullman
Bobby Douglas Gaines, 
age 52, of Cullman, 
Alabama passed away 
Monday, March 21, at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital. Doug 
was born July 4, 1969, in 
Birmingham, Alabama. 
Doug was well known 
for his involvement and 
coaching in the Cullman 
Bearcats youth program.  
He was an avid fisherman 
and hunter.  He was a 
member of First Baptist 
Church of Cullman 
and was employed by 
the City of Cullman as 
a building inspector. 
Survivors include his 
wife: Karen Gaines; 
sons: Tanner Gaines and 
Eli Gaines; daughters: 
Brittney Gaines and 
LaTasha Gaines; 
brother: Brian (Amanda) 
Gaines; granddaughters: 
Serenity, Peyton, Paisley 
and Baylee and a host of 
nieces, nephews, other 
family and friends. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents: Bobby 
and Nancy Gaines; 
sister: Tina Lynn Latta; 
infant son: Alan Gaines; 
grandmother: Lillie Mae 

Smith and uncle: Butch 
Shedd. Visitation will 
be Friday, March 25, 
from 6-8 p.m. at Moss 
Service Funeral Home. 
The funeral service will 
be Saturday, March 26, 
at 11 a.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home Chapel. In 
lieu of flowers, donations 
can be made to the Doug 
Gaines Memorial Fund 
at Merchant’s Bank.

Bennett Wilmore 
McNutt, 82, 
of Haleyville
Bennett Wilmore 
McNutt, 82, of 
Haleyville, entered into 
rest Tuesday, March 
22, at Helen Keller 
Hospital. Wilmore was 
born March 8, 1940, in 
Russellville, Alabama. He 
was a member of Bethel 
Baptist Church No. 2 in 
Haleyville. Visitation 
will be held Thursday, 
March 24, from 2-3 
p.m. at Nichols Funeral 
Home in Haleyville, 
where services will be at 
3 p.m. Burial will follow 
in Bethel Baptist Church 
No. 2 Cemetery. Brother 
Joe Spiller will officiate. 
Wilmore is survived 

by his daughters: 
Amanda McNutt and 
Misty McNutt; three 
grandsons: Dustin 
(Selena) Benefield, 
Hunter Jordan and 
Case Jordan; three 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Hayden, Knox and 
Naomi Benefield; sister: 
Carolyn Cochran and 
aunt: Virginia Burleson. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents: Oscar 
and Lucille McNutt.

Lillian Frances 
Tidwell, 82 of Nauvoo 
Lillian Frances Tidwell, 
82, of Nauvoo, entered 
into rest Monday, 
March 21, at Lakeland 
Community Hospital. 
Lillian was born June 3, 
1939, in Jasper, Alabama. 
She was a longtime 
member of Ashbank 
Freewill Baptist Church. 
She loved spending time 
with her family.  She also 
loved planting flowers 
in her yard and doing 
crossword puzzles. Her 
favorite thing of all time 
was spending time with 
her dog, who was her 
baby, Jackson. Visitation 
was held Wednesday, 

March 23, from noon – 2 
p.m. at Ashbank Church, 
where services were at 2 
p.m. Burial will follow in 
the adjoining cemetery. 
Brothers Jeremy 
Glenn and Shawn 
Blanton will officiate. 
Lillian is survived 
by her daughters: 
Sandra Thomas and 
her husband Perry and 
Denise Brannon; son: 
Jeff Tidwell and his wife 
Anita; granddaughters: 
Tasha Thomas, Meka 
Thomas, Jessica Hulsey 
and her husband Bradley, 
Katie Tidwell, Charity 
Wright and her husband 
Dannon and Felicia 
Moody; grandson: 
Dylan Tidwell; great-
grandsons: Morgan 
and Riley Hulsey and 
Nick Moody; great-
g r a n d d a u g h t e r s : 
Madeline Moody and 
Ashley Wright; special 
friends: Barbara, James 
Boren and Cindy Lamb 
and her husband Mike 
and sisters: Faye Colburn 
and Irene Robertson. 
She was preceded in 
death by her husband of 
55 years: Cecil Tidwell; 
parents: Noah and Willie 

Mae Butram; sister: 
Evelyn Burton; nephew: 
John Herring and 
son: Dennis Brannon.

Natalie Colton 
(Teeling) Simmons, 
43, of Holly Pond
Natalie Colton (Teeling) 
Simmons, age 43, of Holly 
Pond, Alabama passed 
away Thursday, March 17. 
Natalie was born Sept. 9, 
1978, in Harvey, Illinois. 
to Noel Colton and 
Catherine Dobrykewych 
Teeling. She is preceded 
in death by her parents 
and a brother: Thomas 
Colton Teeling II. Natalie 
is a veteran of the United 
States Army. Funeral 
services are Friday 
March 25, at 2 p.m. at 
Moss Service Funeral 
Home Chapel with Rev. 
Ken Allen officiating. 
Interment will follow 
services in Cullman City 
Cemetery. Survivors are 
husband: Michael Lee 
Simmons; son: Thomas 
Colton (Tiffany Amber) 
Teeling III; sister: 
Nicole Colton Teeling; 
brother: Nicholas Colton 
(Melissa) Teeling; nieces: 
Caitlan Smith, Cheyenne 

Earwood, Ashlynn 
Teeling, Sasha Sherrell, 
Gracie Simmons and 
Erin Teeling; nephews: 
Jonathan Hammonds, 
Corey (Makala) 
Hammonds and Austin 
Hammonds and other 
family. Visitation is 
Thursday, March 24, 
from 6-9 p.m. at Moss 
Service Funeral Home. 
Moss Service Funeral 
Home directing. 

James Lee Wiggins, 
69, of Cullman
James Lee Wiggins, age 
69, of Cullman, Alabama 
passed away Sunday, 
March 20. James was 
born Dec. 24, 1952. 
A celebration of life 
visitation for James will 
be held Sunday, March 
27, from 1-3 p.m. at Moss-
Service Funeral Home 
(1901 Second Ave. NW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). A 
celebration of life funeral 
service will occur Sunday, 
March 27, at 3 p.m. 
(1901 Second Ave. NW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). An 
interment will occur at 
Good Hope Cemetery (90 
Good Hope School Road, 
Good Hope, AL 35057).

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

STATE

Annual 100 Alabama Miles Challenge 2022 begins March 26 
statewide, free digital service can track miles automatically
MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
The Alabama Department of 
Public Health and its part-
ners will kick off the 2022 
season of the 100 Alabama 
Miles Challenge virtually on 
Saturday, March 26. The 100 
Alabama Miles Challenge 
is a free statewide public 
program designed to inspire 
all Alabamians to be active, 
explore and connect with 
others by getting 100 miles of 
physical activity each year.

	 While participants can 
walk, run, hike, bike, swim, 
paddle, ride or roll to their 
100-mile goal anywhere, 
organizers encourage Ala-
bamians to visit the state’s 
remarkable parks, nature 
preserves and rivers with 
their friends and family.
	 Now beginning its fifth 
year, participants have logged 
more than 166,000 miles 
since the program’s start in 
2018.
	 This year, tracking miles 
will be even easier for partic-
ipants thanks to a new part-

nership with Strava, a pop-
ular free digital service that 
enables users to automati-
cally track their miles using a 
variety of wearable devices or 
with a mobile app.
	 When participants regis-
ter for Strava, they can link 
their account to 100 Alabama 
Miles and import their data, 
logging their miles automat-
ically.
	 “Partnering with Strava 
makes participating in the 
100 Alabama Miles Challenge 
easier for anyone looking 
to get active in 2022,” said 

Brian Rushing, the program’s 
coordinator and director of 
economic development ini-
tiatives at The University of 
Alabama Center for Econom-
ic Development. “Using your 
Fitbit, Apple Watch or even 
your smartphone, you will be 
able to capture and log your 
100 Alabama Miles seamless-
ly as you explore our beauti-
ful state.”
	 Organizers encourage 
all Alabamians to register at 
https://100alabamamiles.
org/ and join people across 
the state in getting their first 

miles of 2022 during the 
virtual statewide kickoff on 
March 26.
	 As participants log their 
miles, they will earn elec-
tronic badges for milestones 
they reach, places they visit 
and even create teams and 
compete with others. Those 
completing the challenge in 
2022 will receive coupons for 
purchases at partnering out-
door retailers.
	 Organizations who have 
partnered to develop and 
sustain this program include 
The University of Alabama 

Center for Economic De-
velopment, Alabama Trails 
Commission, Alabama Trails 
Foundation, Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Alabama, 
Lakeshore Foundation, Gov-
ernor’s Commission on Phys-
ical Fitness and Sports, Jef-
ferson County Department 
of Health, AARP, ADPH and 
Alabama Obesity Task Force. 
These organizations have de-
signed the 100 Alabama Miles 
program to support public 
health and to enhance eco-
nomic development through 
recreational tourism.

Laurie Eldridge-Auffant
Contributor
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LITER TURBO
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WAS $26,715

PREFERRED AWD

STK#506034

NEW 2022 
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trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.
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Splash (from Front)
ditional areas of the facility 
– such as our lobby, corridors 
and child care areas.” 
	 One of the most anticipat-
ed renovations and additions 
is to WildWater, as CPRST 
has expanded its footprint to 
add more options for those 
visiting the water park. 
	 “We are excited about 
bringing a regional-sized 
water park experience to life 
in Cullman. WildWater will 
be a safe, fun and high-quali-
ty park for our community to 
enjoy, all while drawing out-
of-town visitors from Central 
and North Alabama,” he said. 
	 Each detail, according to 
Anderson, “has our commu-
nity members in mind, from 
the attractions to the food 
and beverage offerings. We 
cannot wait for the commu-
nity to get out and splash this 
summer!” 
	 With growth, of course, 
comes growing pains, some-
thing the staff and facility 
will be prepared for once 
the newly added attraction 
opens.  
	 “With the expansions of 
WildWater, our capacity has 
nearly tripled. Parking and 
main gate will be located in a 
lot right off of Main Avenue. 
This will alleviate any stress 
and parking issues from the 
CWAC parking lot,” said An-

derson.
	 WildWater will be a 
stand-alone operation - au-
tonomous from CWAC, as 
a way to keep each of those 
facilities and identities sep-
arate. However, there will be 
no changes for the swim team 
or their swim meets with the 
expansion.
	 Dianne Evans, WildWa-
ter and Aquatics Center di-
rector, said since the launch 
of WildWater in 2009, their 
current attractions, such as 
The Torque, Side Swipe, Drift 
River and the Splash Station, 
have been staples of the park, 
and said there’s even more to 
love.
	 “WildWater will see the 
addition of a wave pool, 14 
new water slides, an increase 
in pool deck space and a 
wider choice of food and bev-
erage options. There will also 
be more cabanas and party 
pavilions for large groups and 
celebrations,” Evans said.
	 When asked about the ap-
proximate cost for these ren-
ovations and additions, and 
how were these changes paid 
for, Anderson said, “The cost 
for WildWater is around $11 
million and the water park 
will pay for itself through 
money generated at the gate 
and concessions,” he said.
	 For a little teaser, The 

Tribune asked what’s next 
on the list of projects for the 
parks department? 
	 “We are excited to have 
plans finalized and underway 
for a skatepark as well as an 
eight court, multi-sports and 
event center,” Anderson said.  
	 With the expansion of 
WildWater, Anderson said 
the move is, “pivotal in the 
success of what will be the 
newly rebranded mega com-
plex – Heritage Park, Field 
of Miracles and the Indoor 
Sports and Event Center. It 
will bring tremendous value 
by drawing in youth sports 
teams and tournaments, fur-
ther solidifying Cullman as 
a ‘stay and play’ community 
for those coming from out of 
town and out of state. When 
securing tournament spaces, 
these types of amenities are 
what those teams and clubs 
are looking for.” 
	 Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs is also quite ecstatic 
about the additions and ren-
ovations. 
	 “We are thrilled for Wild-
Water and its expansion to 
come to life this summer,” 
Jacobs said. “We are excited 
to offer this water park and its 
amenities to our community 
here in Cullman and solidify 
our city as a summer fun des-
tination for years to come!”




