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CULLMAN, Ala. — For the last week there’s been talk regarding current Cullman Police Department’s Chief Kenny Culpepper’s retire-ment, supposedly slated for Dec. 31. The Tribune reached out to Chief Culpepper re-

garding the chatter running through back channels.  “I don’t want to be paint-ed into a corner by saying this (certain date) is when I’m retiring,” Culpepper said Wednesday morning. “It is something I’ve thought about and considered but at this time I’ve not filled out the necessary paperwork to 

retire.” Chief Culpepper was first hired at the CPD on Feb. 6, 1978. Over the next 10 years, Chief Culpepper rose through the ranks until he was promoted to his current position as Chief in October 1988. Chief Culpepper has served the City of Cullman for 44 years.

CPD Chief Kenny Culpepper discusses possibility of retirement; confirms he has not filed proper paperwork to retire 
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CULLMAN, Ala. — As fuel prices continue to surge, it’s leaving many to question how it’s impacting rural bus routes. Recently, The Tribune reached out to the Cullman County School System to find out how prices are affecting daily pick-ups and drop-offs. Transportation Director Jeff Harper said the increase is having large impact on the systems operating costs. “Our fuel prices are de-pendent upon the current fuel and gas prices just like all other organizations. As fuel prices soar, so do our operat-ing costs,” Harper said.  One of the more sur-

prising facts concerned the amount of county routes traveled each day. “Cullman County oper-ates 108 regular morning and afternoon routes,” he said. “We also operate vocational routes from each high school, different shuttle routes for individual needs at some schools, along with field trips, sports and other extracurric-ular activities from all cam-puses.” While it may seem like a high number of routes, the number of miles for each is quite low. “Mileage varies on trips depending on student num-bers and distances to individ-ual school campuses. Most route buses average at least 

50 miles per day,” he said. When asked what mea-sures were put in place to help lower costs, Harper answered that it’s a mixture of strategic planning and constant review of those routes.  “The Cullman County School System works tire-lessly to ensure that the most efficient usage of our buses is achieved. Our buses are parked as close to the be-ginning starting point and ending point of each route to curtail wasted miles to the first student pickup and last student drop off,” he said. “Routes are reviewed regularly to ensure the best possible route with regard to safety, convenience to the community, and 

Noah Galileenoah@cullmantribune.com CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

County Schools Transportation Division finding ways to combat higher fuel charges
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Local 
delegates Rep. Randall 
Shedd, Rep. Corey Harbison 
and Sen. Garlan Gudger were 
recently asked about pros 
and cons that would come 
from suspending the state’s 
23 cent gas tax while war 
rages in Ukraine and inflation 
continues. 

Each were asked the fol-
lowing questions:

1. With inflation ticking 
up and gas prices at an all-
time high as the war rages 
in Ukraine, do you support 
a gas tax suspension? Please 
explain.

2. What are the pros and 
cons of a gas tax suspension?

3. What other measures 
could be put into action to 
ease the pain of inflation and 
higher pricing to residents?

4. Anything you’d like to 
say or add that I did not ask, 
please feel free to add below.

Below are each delegates 
responses to the questions 
posed.

REP. COREY HARBISON, 
DISTRICT 12

TCT: With inflation ticking 
up and gas prices at an all-
time high as the war rages 
in Ukraine, do you support 
a gas tax suspension? Please 
explain.

“Multiple legislative acts 
have been passed over the 
years that make up the cur-

rent fuel tax. It would take a 
legislative act to repeal them. 
I was a no vote when the legis-
lature passed the last gas tax. 
It still passed with an over-
whelming yes vote. It would 
take a major shift of opinion 
in the legislature to overturn 
the tax. I am open to consid-
ering anything that will help 
struggling Alabamians. I 
hope that the legislature can 
find some way to 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Local delegates discuss gas tax suspension pros and cons
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FAIRVIEW, Ala. — This 
year’s Cullman County 
Archery Championships 
were held at Fairview High 
School over the weekend 
and Vinemont High School, 
Vinemont Middle School and 
East Elementary took home 
this year’s county titles. EES 
edged Vinemont Elemen-
tary with a score of 3,092, 
Vinemont Middle finished 
ahead of Cullman Middle 
after posting a 3,313 and 
Vinemont High finished just 
ahead of Cullman High with a 
score of 3,380. 
 Individually, Cullman’s 
Forrest Calvert (295) and 

Vinemont’s Berkley Gable 
(288) were the top finishers 
in the high school division, 
Cullman’s Maddie Seidel 
(290) and Vinemont’s Ethan 
Rabren (282) won middle 
school titles and East Ele-
mentary’s Thatcher Lucas 
(267) and Vinemont’s Na-
talie Grudzien (254) claimed 
crowns in the Elementary 
division. 

Individual results – Top 12 
scorers count toward team 
score

Vinemont High School (1st 
place – 3,380)
• Berkley Gable – 288
• Lily Hasting – 286
• Cadan Welch – 285

• Savannah Mann – 284
• Peyton Hacker – 282
• Trinity Sartin – 282
• Alexis Sartin – 281
• Tai Shurtleff – 280
• Shelby Thompson – 278
• Malicih Adams – 278
• Erin Anderson – 278
• Logan Ford – 278

Vinemont Middle School 
(1st place – 3,313)
• Caroline Miller – 285
• Ethan Rabren – 282
• Tucker Robinson – 278
• Gavin Phillips – 278
• Jayden Friedrich – 278
• Jagger Lee – 277
• Tucker Drake – 274
• Vayda Yarbrough – 274
• Gage Crawford – 272
• Ada Emmert – 

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

East Elementary won this year’s Elementary County Championship with a score of 3,092.
EES

– ARCHERY –

Vinemont High, Vinemont 
Middle, East Elementary 

claim county championships
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Find an 
adventure 

with 
Elliot! Elliot

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
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FAIRVIEW, Ala. — The 
Fairview Senior Center held 
a banquet on Tuesday eve-
ning at the Swindall home in 
Fairview to recognize some of 
the seniors and present them 
with who’s who awards. The 

award categories created by 
center manager Angie Carter 
included, “Best Personality,” 
“Funniest” and “Flirtiest.” 
Also in attendance were fre-
quent visitors of the center, 
Cullman County Commis-
sioner Garry Marchman, 
Cullman County Commis-
sion Chairman Jeff Clemons, 

Cullman County Sheriff Matt 
Gentry and Cullman County 
Commission on Aging Direc-
tor Stephanie Lawson.
 Carter thanked Kim’s 
Parkside Restaurant for 
preparing the food and the 
town of Fairview, saying, “We 
couldn’t do what we do if it 
wasn’t for the 

SENIORS

Fairview Senior Center holds 
awards banquet at Swindall home
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CULLMAN, Ala. — There’s 
nothing more exciting for a 

couple than to bring home 
a brand-new bundle of joy, 
and for many, the most suc-
cessful and fulfilling method 
to achieve that joy is through 

adoption. Loren and Jordan 
Lee of Bremen have recently 
decided to grow their family 
through this method. Loren 
is 27 and teaches 

CONTRIBUTED

– LIFESTYLE –

Local couple discuss 
adoption journey to 

grow their family

» PAGE 8
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LaQuita and Michael Chambers, left, with Fairview 
Senior Center Manager Angie Carter
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Cele-
brating its 83rd year, The 
Cullman Strawberry Festi-
val has organizers excited to 
return to full strength for this 

year’s event to Downtown 
Cullman and Depot Park. The 
festival will be held May 7 
from 10 a.m. – 10 p.m.
	 “This year’s Strawber-
ry Festival will include our 
annual event favorites—fea-
turing our local farmers and 

their fresh strawberries, The 
Strawberry Festival Baking 
Competition, the Doggy Paw-
geant and After Party, a Kid’s 
Area with games and inflat-
ables, local arts and crafts 
vendors, as well as the largest 
and most diverse 

LIFESTYLE

Picked fresh: Cullman prepares for 
83rd Annual Strawberry Festival
‘This year’s event will be our 83rd festival and we are so proud to continue this legacy’
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CULLMAN, Ala. — With 
an average of seven patrols 
per shift, not including two 
township deputies and a 
Lieutenant, the Cullman 
County Sheriff’s Office looks 
at strategic planning to help 
conserve fuel while continu-
ing coverage of the county. 
	 “No matter what we face 
here at the Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office, the safety 
and security of our citizens 
and our community comes 
first. Regardless of the ob-
stacle, that cannot and will 

not change,” said Cullman 
County Sheriff Matt Gentry. 
	 Gentry stated between 
the seven district patrol 
deputies and a Lieutenant 
average roughly 300 miles 
per shift, covering a total 
area of more than 700 square 
miles. The increase in fuel 
has caused an increase in ex-
pense. “We have seen an in-
crease of approximately 20% 
over the past two months,” 
said Gentry.
	 To help lower the costs, 
Gentry said deputies are 
keeping an eye on the gas 
gauge while continuing pa-
trols. However, if fuel costs 

continue to rise, the depart-
ment has a plan in place. 
	 “We have instructed our 
deputies to be vigilant with 
the rising cost of fuel. It is 
our job to take care of Cull-
man County and to be out in 
our communities,” he said. 
“If the rise continues, pro-
tocols and policies will be 
implemented, similar to our 
COVID procedures. For ex-
ample, non-emergency calls 
and incident reports that can 
be, will be handled over the 
phone.”
	 Though procedures are in 
place to help combat rising 
rates, Gentry said 

If fuel prices continue rising, protocols will be implemented 
similar to those of the COVID-19 pandemic.

CONTRIBUTED

– LAW ENFORCEMENT –

‘The safety and security 
of our citizens and our 

community comes first’
Cullman County Sheriff Matt Gentry addresses rising fuel costs
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The Link ‘sounds off sirens’ 
in honor of Child Abuse and 
Neglect Prevention Month

Blue ribbons are on full display in honor of Child 
Abuse Prevention and Awareness Month.
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Crowds enjoy last year’s Strawberry Festival
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported April 1

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported April 1, 2022. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
March 28
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 69 
S
•	 possession of controlled 
substance; illegal possession 
of prescription drugs; posses-
sion of marijuana; possession 
of drug paraphernalia; Hwy. 
278 E
•	 possession of controlled 
substance; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; Hwy. 157
•	 possession of marijuana; 
Christian St.
•	 theft of property; CR 1711
•	 menacing; CR 1107
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 940
•	 possession of controlled 
substance; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; CR 1570
•	 theft of property; CR 1222
•	 domestic violence; crimi-
nal mischief; Lindsey Rd. 
•	 harassment; CR 1592
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 91
•	 theft of property; CR 573
•	 harassment; CR 109

March 29
•	 theft of property; CR 1242
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; Hwy. 69 S
•	 possession of controlled 
substance; possession of 
marijuana; possession of 
drug paraphernalia; Hwy. 157
•	 receiving stolen property; 
CR 1756
•	 possession of marijuana; 
CR 831
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 437
•	 possession of controlled 
substance; possession of 
marijuana; possession of 
drug paraphernalia; attempt 
to elude police officer; I-65 
NB at 308 MM
•	 possession of marijuana; 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia; I-65 NB at Rest Area

March 30
•	 theft of property; CR 1663
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; CR 1349
•	 harassment; CR 1544
•	 criminal mischief; White 
Oak Loop

ARRESTS
March 28 – 30
Bagwell, Richad D.; 39
•	 Grand Jury- burglary-res-
idence-force
•	 FTA- possession of mari-
juana
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense

Brock, Myra L.; 55
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

Davis, Katherine D.; 40
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Findley, Stephen D.; 35
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 

Fortner, Gabriel K.; 21
•	 FTA- burglary-resi-
dence-force

Holt, Steven M.; 37
•	 public intoxication 

Humphries, Kasen D.; 18
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana 

Johnson, Jeffery L.; 52
•	 FTA- assault-harassment 

Monroe, Jason T.; 44
•	 FTA- driver’s license not 
in possession 

Noe, Savannah B.; 29
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- public intoxication
Swann, Alice G.; 50
•	 possession of opium or 
derivative 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Wallace, Ricky L.; 43
•	 FTA- operating vehicle 
without insurance 

Welch, Chelce L.; 28
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 

Williams, Larry A.; 34
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Bates, Josie Makae C.; 26
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family

Borden, Daniel G.; 31
•	 forgery-counterfeiting 
•	 forgery-forged instru-
ment 
•	 larceny/theft-miscella-
neous 

Dill, Kelly; 42
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 resisting arrest

Duffey, Kimberleigh A.; 31

•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense

Farr, Larry D.; 61
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Hasenbein, Sherre E.; 47
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA- second-degree pos-
session of marijuana
•	 FTA- promote prison 
contraband (drugs)
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- criminal trespass
•	 FTA- operating vehicle 
with expired tag
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 
•	 FTA- improper brake 
lights
•	 FTA- no seat belt
•	 FTA- operating vehicle 
without insurance 
•	 FTA- traffic-tinted win-
dows

Havard, Kimberly D.; 51
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana 

Lowery, Nathan D.; 33
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs

McClain, Evann C.; 32
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana

Odom, Jennie M.; 44
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana
•	 FTA- traffic-failure/re-
fusal to display insurance 

Rhoads, Joseph M.; 28
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 

Sheets, Eric T.; 33
•	 possession of heroin
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 second-degree posses-
sion of marijuana 
•	 attempting to elude police 
officer

Stewart Sr., Kenneth M.; 45
•	 driver’s license not in pos-
session 

Turner, Justin D.; 40
•	 FTA- assault-reckless en-

dangerment 
•	 FTA- sell/distribution of 
dangerous drugs

Chandler, Abby G.; 19
•	 FTA- fraud-identity theft
•	 FTA- larceny/theft-mis-
cellaneous $500 less than 
$1,500

Givens, Mark W.; 58
•	 FTA- drug trafficking 
•	 FTA- possession of mari-
juana 
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- weapons-drunk/
addict in possession of a fire-
arm

Knight, Steven J.; 44
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA- promote prison 
contraband (drugs)
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 sex offense- failure of 
adult sex offender to register 
with local law enforcement 
•	 Grand Jury- sex offense- 
failure of adult sex offender 
to register with local law en-
forcement
•	 probation violation- sex 
offense-rape-strong arm

McCay, Mandy M.; 41
•	 FTA- public intoxication 

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
March 31
•	 forgery; Peoples Bank; 
Cherokee Ave. SW; forged 
check
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Marvin’s; Hwy. 157; 
miscellaneous; $24
•	 third-degree criminal 
mischief; Walmart; Olive St. 
SW; 
•	 fourth-degree theft of 
property; Walmart; Olive St. 
SW; general merchandise; 
$262

ARRESTS
No arrests reported.

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

The Alabama Department of Public Health complies with the State and Federal laws prohibiting employment discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, genetic information, national origin, citizenship, 
age, or physical or mental disability. The Alabama Department of Public Health is an Equal Opportunity Employer (EOE).

To request more information, go to 
alabamapublichealth.gov/worksitewellness/contact.html.

To apply visit 
alabamapublichealth.gov/employment/opportunities.html, 

apply for Licensed Practical Nurse-Hourly – 40122 or 
Nurse-Hourly – 40251.

The Alabama Department 
of Public Health is 

seeking LPNs and RNs for 
part-time positions in the 

Wellness Program. 
Responsibilities include 

conducting biometric 
screenings and 

administering influenza 
vaccine at worksites. Must 

enjoy working with the 
public, teamwork with 

other nurses, and strong 
interpersonal skills.

On-the-Job Training helps employers hire now! Up to 
75% wage reimbursement!

Funding provided by the USDOL, ETA, Federal WIOA. An Equal Opportunity Employer/Program. Auxiliary 
aids and services available upon request to individuals with disabilities.

FIND READY TO WORK EMPLOYEES

On-the-Job Training Program
trains workers for YOUR business

ALABAMAWORKS.ALABAMA.GOV

A U T H O R I Z E D  R E T A I L E R

Professional Broadband Solutions        1-800-283-1057
www.pbsinternet.com

Friday, April 1, 
COVID-19 update 
from the Alabama 
Department of 

Public Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
The Alabama Department 
of Public Health received 
lab reports from five enti-
ties on March 25, 2022. A 
total of 1,714 positive cases 
with specimen collection 
dates from January 2, 2022 
to February 28, 2022 were 
added to the dashboard 
today. These cases are 
mostly residents from Bar-
bour, Coffee, Dale, Geneva, 
and Houston counties. 
For information related to 
when a case occurred versus 
when the case was reported, 
please view Tab 5. COVID-
19 is a notifiable disease and 
laboratories are mandatory 
reporters. ADPH does not 
have control over when re-
sults are reported. 

*The dashboard has been 
redesigned to help people 
better understand the cur-
rent transmission levels 
in their communities and 
the impact of COVID-19 
in Alabama.The moving 
7-day sum is updated daily 
instead of weekly--instead 
of a 3, 7 and 14-day average, 
the dashboard will provide a 
7-day moving sum for cases. 
The 2020 and 2021 break-
downs of cases and deaths 
will be provided - not just a 
total sum over both years.

Case details* (Updated 
Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday) 
•	 Positivity in tests in Ala-
bama: 2.4%
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2020): 387,666
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2021): 537,780
•	 Confirmed cases in Ala-
bama (2022): 369,851 (+215 
since Wednesday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2020): 7,188
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2021): 9,530

•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2022) 2,572 (+5 
since Wednesday)
•	 Positivity in tests in 
Cullman Co.: 1%
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2020): 7,567
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2021): 9,739
•	 Total confirmed cases in 
Cullman Co. (2022): 7,192 
(+1 since Wednesday) 
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 128
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2021): 188
•	 Deaths in Cullman 
Co. (2022): 48 (+0 since 
Wednesday)
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co. in the last 7 days: 611
•	 Total tested positive in 
Cullman Co. in the last 7 
days: 6
•	 Total tested in Alabama 
in the last 7 days: 25,138
•	 Total positive tests in Al-
abama in the last 7 days: 602
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 90

Vaccine details (updated 
Tuesday and Thursday) 

•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 9,003,045 No Updates 
Available
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 4,687,365 
No Updates Available
•	 Doses administered: 
5,900,446
•	 Additional doses admin-
istered: 782,484
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
2,862,114
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine 
series: 2,337,978
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral programs: 4,315,680 No 
Updates Available

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 1b 
and 1c (including those 12 
and older) are now eligible 
to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
c o v i d 1 9 v a c c i n e /a s s e t s /
a d p h - c o v i d 1 9 - v a c c i n a -
tion-allocation-plan.pdf./

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS
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DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe 
at East Side Baptist 
Church, 1111 Third St. 
SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/
face covering.

Baileyton Bargain 
Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station 
next to the town’s park
• Beauty and health 
products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food 
and many everyday 
items 
• A donation of $20 
will allow a shopper 
to fill up a bag, and for 
$40 a shopper can fill a 
large box. Some of the 
items of greater value 
will require a larger 
donation. There will be 
some restrictions and 
product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks 
accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous 
The Grace of God 
group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Monday and 
Thursday nights from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next 
to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold 
St. NE Cullman. Con-
tact phone numbers: 
256-347-1097, 256-841-
2209 or 256-708-1340

Church Services- 
Spirit Life Church of 
GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph 
Drive NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Come and pray with 
us or come to receive 
prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. Children welcome.
• Saturday, April 2, 8 
a.m.:  Men’s Breakfast 
and Community Out-
reach -Sack Lunches in 
the 5 Points area. Come 
join our men for a free 
breakfast; help prepare 
and distribute lunches.
• Saturday, April 16: 
Community Easter 
Outreach. Time to be 
announced.
• Sunday, April 17, 11 
a.m.: Children’s Easter 
play.
• Saturday, April 23, 9 
a.m. - noon Pick up and 
pay for your pre-or-
dered Boston Butt for 
$40. Support our youth 
fundraiser.  Help send 
them to youth camp. 
Text or call 256-347-
3619 to order yours.
• Sundays at 9 a.m.  Van 
runs in 5 Points area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Small group 
classes for adults, chil-
dren and youth at 10 
a.m. Praise and worship 
and message at 11 a.m.
• Mondays-Fridays- 
Free hot meals for 
children Mondays 11 
a.m. – noon, Tuesdays 
1-2 p.m. and Wednes-
days-Fridays 11 a.m. – 

noon. Cullman Housing 
Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 
256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or 
take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry, 
and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids 
Birthday Blessings 
serves children ages 
1-18 in need of assis-
tance to celebrate 
their birthday. Reg-
ister your child and 
pick up a birthday box 
with cake mix, icing, 
sprinkles, decorations 
and toys! Pick up is 
the last weekend of 
the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway 
Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of 
the month at Spirit Life 
Church Cullman from 
12:30-1 p.m.  Birth cer-
tificate is required at 
the time of box pickup. 
Register at https://
f o r m . j o t f o r m . c o m / 
203435614640045. For 
more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478.

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere 
ID. Entrega en su vehí-
culo. Por favor use mas-
carilla.

Cullman City Cem-
etery ground flower 
removal
Ground flowers at the 
City Cemetery need to 
be removed by April 15 
to prepare for Decora-
tion Day on May 8.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 12-Step Groups
The Goose Hung High 
Group of Alcohol-
ics Anonymous - 1st 
Church of Nazarene, 
5415 U.S. Highway 157, 
Cullman, AL 35058 - 
CLOSED Literature 
Study, SUNDAYS at 3 
p.m. - Handicap acces-
sible

CASA volunteer 
training
Cullman County CASA 
(court appointed 
special advocates) is 
looking for dedicated 
volunteers to speak up 
for abused and neglect-
ed children in foster 
care. They need YOUR 
VOICE! A training class 
will be beginning soon! 
For more information, 
please contact Candace 
Lingo at cullmancoun-
tycasa@msn.com. 

T.O.P.S (Take off 
Pounds Sensibly) 
Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., 
at Cullman Housing 
Authority Communi-
ty Center (1545 Vine 
Circle SW, Cullman, AL 
35055). First meeting is 
free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach 
to weight loss and 
management through 
weekly meetings pro-
viding information, 
accountability, support 
and encouragement 
where you make the 
changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship 
for those affected by 
someone else’s addic-
tion. We offer Help by 
sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. 
We carry the message of 
hope by letting others 
know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON 
and changing our own 
attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a reli-
gious one, but a spiri-
tual way of life. Meet-
ings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (family 
life center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. Contact 
Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 
or Don or Nancy McK-
enzie 256-736-3327 or 
256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Wallace State Fine 
and Performing Arts 
fall – spring perfor-
mances 
   
Dazzle Me, Disney!
• April 7-9, 7 p.m.
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Singers
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu
 
Big Band Dance
• April 15, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the 
Fine and Performing 
Arts
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Jazz Band 
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu
 
Dance Spring Show-
case 
• April 22, 7 p.m. 
• Betty Leeth Haynes 
Theatre
• Featuring the Allegro 
Dance Theatre 
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu
 
Spring Under the Stars
• April 26, 7 p.m.
• Burrow Center for the 
Fine and Performing 
Arts (bring lawn chairs, 
blankets etc.)
• Featuring the Wallace 
State Concert Choir 
and Concert Band
• Info: 256-352-8277, 
jessica.chairez@wal-
lacestate.edu

Fairview Lions Club 
Spring Fling
April 2: The Fairview 
Lions Club will have 
their annual Spring 
Fling and car show on 
April 2 at the Randall 
Shedd Community Park 
on Wesley Avenue in 
Fairview. We will have 
a car show, parade, ven-
dors, games, music and 
bouncy houses. Parade 
line up starts at 10 a.m. 
at the Clint Barbee ball 
field and parade starts 
at 11 a.m. Car registra-
tion will begin at 8 a.m. 
with awards to be given 
out at 2 p.m. Vendor 
spots are $10 a spot, 
payable the day of the 
event. Must be set up 
by 9 a.m. (no ready to 
eat food please, canned 
foods and fresh food 

allowed). Concessions 
will be sold by the Lions 
Club. If the ground is 
too wet that day, we will 
have this event at Fair-
view School. For more 
information, please 
contact Kita Chambers 
at 256-385-8805 or 
William Criscoe at 256-
385-5596.

St. Andrew’s United 
Methodist Church 
Swamp John’s Dinner
April 8 – St. Andrew’s 
United Methodist 
Church will be holding 
a Swamp John’s dinner 
on Friday, April 8 from 
4-7 p.m. Dine-in and 
carry-out options avail-
able. All proceeds will 
go to community mis-
sion projects. 

Cottontails Arts and 
Crafts Festival
• April 9, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
• 905 SE Commercial 
St., Hanceville
• Willow Brook Bou-
tique & Design will host 
a spring arts and crafts 
festival in downtown 
Hanceville.

Senior Easter Egg 
Hunt
April 13 – The Cullman 
County Commission on 
Aging will host a Senior 
Easter Egg Hunt on 
Wednesday, April 13 at 
10 a.m. at Sportsman 
Lake Park. There will 
be 1,000 eggs and candy 
to be found, with the 
Sheriff’s Office serv-
ing hamburger and 
hotdogs. Seniors are 
encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs. Prizes will 
be handed out to those 
who find the most eggs.

Senior Fishing Day
April 22: The Senior 
Fishing Day will be 
held at Veterans Park in 
Hanceville on April 22. 
Registration starts at 8 
a.m. and weigh-in is at 
11 a.m. Trophies will be 
presented to 1st place, 
Big Fish, Oldest Man in 
Attendance and Oldest 
Woman in Attendance. 
There will be a limit of 
five fish to take home.

Bloomin’ Festival 
Arts and Crafts Fair
• April 23-24, 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m.
• 1600 St. Bernard Ave. 
SE, Cullman
• Food, music and arti-
san crafts all weekend 
at St. Bernard Prepara-
tory School.
Admission $7, children 
5 and under get in free.

2022 Hanceville 
Grilled Cheese Festi-
val
May 28: – The Hancev-
ille Grilled Cheese 
Festival is back for the 
second year! The festi-
val will take place Sat-
urday, May 28 starting 
at 9 a.m. Features will 
include vendors, food 
trucks, live music and 
plenty of activities for 
adults and kids alike. 
Most food trucks will 
feature their own sig-
nature grilled cheese. 
There will also be a 
grilled cheese cook-off. 
Follow them on Face-
book for more infor-
mation: https://www.
facebook.com/events/ 
265071822436868/.

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

 

2021 Tax Year  
Delinquent Parcels 

 
In accordance with Title 40, Chapter 10, Code of 
Alabama 1975 (§40-10-180 through 200), Cullman 
County Tax Collecting official has authority to auction 
and sell tax liens on properties for which ad valorem 
property taxes are delinquent. Effective with the 2021 
delinquent property tax, a tax lien auction will take 
place in the County Commission conference room of 
the Courthouse of Cullman County on May 3, 2022, at 
10:00 a.m. the parcels of real estate indicated on the 
delinquent parcels page of the Cullman Revenue 
Commissioner website, assessed to the respective 
individual’s name, for the payment of taxes, fees and 
costs and interest as shown at: 
 

https://cullmanrevenue.us/TaxPayments/Property/DelinquentParcels. 
 
Barry Willingham, Revenue Commissioner for The 
State of Alabama, Cullman County and Municipalities 
therein. 
 
Payment must be made with cash, cashier's check, 
money order, or credit card. No personal checks will be 
accepted. 
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TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Ala-
bama continues the current 
five-game homestand with a 
weekend series against Texas 
A&M at Sewell-Thomas Sta-
dium. The Crimson Tide and 
Aggies are scheduled for a 
6 p.m. CT first pitch in the 
opener on Friday followed 
by a 4 p.m. start on Saturday. 
Things wrap up on Sunday at 
1 p.m. Games one and three 
will air on SEC Network+ 
with the Saturday matchup 
receiving national attention 
on SEC Network.
	 This weekend’s series 
with Texas A&M will feature 
numerous promotions across 
the three games. On Friday, 
the Atlanta Braves’ 2021 
World Series trophy will be 
on display at Sewell-Thom-
as Stadium. Fans can take 
pictures and get an up-close 
look at the Commissioner’s 
Trophy. The series finale on 
Sunday will continue the 
Tide’s “Kids’ Day at The Joe” 
promotion.
	 All kids 18-and-under can 
purchase a $5 general admis-
sion ticket. Children will also 
have the chance to run the 
bases postgame. Sunday’s 
series finale will also resume 
the Tide’s baseball card give-
away as part of a season-long 
promotion highlighting the 
2022 roster. Kids can get 
their second pack of baseball 
cards and stay after the game 
to get autographs from the 
group of players featured on 
this Sunday’s set of cards.

Follow the Tide
Fans can follow this week-
end’s games via the below 
outlets:

•	 Watch: SEC Network+ 
(Friday/Sunday) | SEC Net-
work (Saturday)

•	 Listen: 100.9 FM / CTSN / 
The Varsity App
•	 Twitter: @AlabamaBSB
•	 Live Stats: RollTide.com

Probable Starting Pitching 
Matchups
•	 Friday: UA – Garrett Mc-
Millan (Jr., RHP) vs. A&M – 
Nathan Dettmer (So., RHP)
•	 Saturday: UA – Jacob 
McNairy (Sr., RHP) vs. A&M 
– Micah Dallas (Jr., RHP) 
-OR- Ryan Prager (Fr., LHP)
•	 Sunday: UA – Grayson 
Hitt (So., LHP) vs. A&M – 
Micah Dallas (Jr., RHP) -OR- 
Ryan Prager (Fr., LHP)

Leading off
•	 Alabama and Texas A&M 
will meet for the 28th time 
when the two teams open 
the series on Friday evening 
at Sewell-Thomas Stadium. 
The Aggies hold the all-time 
advantage, 17-10, including a 
7-4 mark in Tuscaloosa.

•	 The two teams last met 
from April 9-11, 2021, in 
Bryan-College Station with 
Alabama earning three wins 
to secure the series sweep 
of A&M. The last series in 
Tuscaloosa came from May 
10-12, 2019, with the Aggies 
claiming wins in the book-
end games of the weekend to 
clinch the series, 2-1.

•	 Alabama will continue 
with its’ rotation from last 
weekend in Starkville. The 
Crimson Tide will first send 
junior right-hander Gar-
rett McMillan to the mound 
before senior righty Jacob 
McNairy takes the hill on Sat-
urday. Left-hander Grayson 
Hitt will get the nod in game 
three with the sophomore 
starting Sunday’s series 
finale.

•	 Texas A&M calls on soph-
omore right-hander Nathan 

Dettmer in the series opener. 
The Aggies are then split 
between who will start on 
Saturday and Sunday, with 
junior righty Micah Dallas 
and left-handed freshman 
Ryan Prager both in the mix 
to get the call.

About Alabama
•	 Alabama enters the series 
with Texas A&M having won 
two games in a row as part of 
four matchups this past week. 
The Crimson Tide went 
1-2 at Mississippi State last 
weekend, claiming a victory 
in the series finale, before 
downing South Alabama at 
Sewell-Thomas Stadium on 
Tuesday night.

•	 The Crimson Tide used 
a bases loaded wild pitch to 
bring in the game-winning 
run for a 5-4 win over South 
Alabama.

•	 South Alabama took a 2-0 
lead after three innings, with 
UA gaining the advantage in 
the fourth thanks to four-run 
frame highlighted by a Bryce 
Eblin three-run home run.

•	 The Jaguars added one 
in the fifth and eighth to 
tie things up at four apiece 
headed to the ninth. Alabama 
was able to keep USA off the 
board in the top half before 
rallying for the game-win-
ning run in the home half.

•	 Jim Jarvis began the 
ninth-inning rally with a 
leadoff double before the 
Tide loaded the bases up with 
intentional walks to both 
Zane Denton and Owen Di-
odati. Following a strikeout 
for out No. 2, a wild pitch in 
the next at-bat got away from 
the South Alabama catcher 
to allow Jarvis to cross. Jake 
Leger was tabbed with the 
win on Tuesday night.

•	 The Crimson Tide bat-
tled down to the final out in 
all three games at State and 
was afforded the opportunity 
thanks to strong outings from 
each of the three weekend 
starters.

•	 UA’s trio of Garrett Mc-
Millan, Jacob McNairy and 
Grayson Hitt combined for 
a 2.20 ERA (4 ER/16.1 IP) 
and 18 strikeouts against the 
Bulldogs. McMillan contrib-
uted 6.0 innings of one-run 
baseball on Friday while Mc-
Nairy posted 5.0 frames and 
allowed just two runs on Sat-
urday. Hitt tossed 6.0 innings 
in which he gave up just one 
run on Sunday to send the 
Tide home with a win.

•	 Alabama suffered a 7-6 
loss to Mississippi State in 
the 10th inning of Friday’s 
game at Dudy Noble Field.

•	 State scored one in the 
second before Alabama took 
the lead with a three-run 
fourth. The Tide added two 
more in the top of the sev-
enth, but MSU was able to 
counter with three in the 
bottom of the frame to make 
it a one-run ballgame.

•	 Alabama added one in the 
ninth but a two-run home 
run in the home half sent the 
game to extras. The Bulldogs 
secured the win with a solo 
homer in the 10th.

•	 McMillan provided the 
Crimson Tide with a solid 
start on Friday. The junior 
tossed 5.1 innings of one-run 
baseball, allowing six hits and 
issuing two walks with six 
strikeouts.

•	 Alabama traded blows 
with State all Saturday, with 
the Bulldogs coming out on 

top late, 8-7.

•	 MSU gained the advan-
tage with two runs in the 
bottom of the fourth. Ala-
bama came right back with 
a three-run sixth to take the 
lead. State would score one in 
the home half to make it a 3-3 
affair before UA moved out 
front once again, this time 
with one in the seventh. The 
Bulldogs matched with one 
in the bottom of the eighth 
to send things to the ninth. 
The ninth saw Alabama score 
three to take the lead before 
State walked it off with a four-
run home half.

•	 McNairy was impressive 
in his first weekend start of 
the season. The senior al-
lowed two runs on six hits and 
no walks with a career-high 
tying seven strikeouts in his 
5.0 innings of work.

•	 The Tide secured a 6-2 
win on Sunday in Starkville. 
Alabama led 2-1 after five full 
and maintained a lead from 
thereon out. UA added one in 
the sixth with State counter-
ing for a run of their own in 

the seventh to make it a one-
run affair.

•	 Alabama was not con-
tent with a one-run advan-
tage, widening the gap with 
a three-spot in the top of 
the ninth to put the game 
out of reach. The Tide used 
two walks followed by three 
straight RBI-singles with two 
outs to earn the 6-2 win.

•	 Hitt posted a quality start 
for the Crimson Tide to earn 
his second win of the season. 
The sophomore allowed one 
run on four hits and four 
walks with five strikeouts 
across his career-high 6.0 
innings and 102 pitches. Hitt 
turned the ball over to junior 
Antoine Jean. The Tide lefty 
tossed the final 3.0 frames, al-
lowing one unearned run on 
three hits and a walk with one 
punchout for his first career 
save.

•	 The Alabama offense was 
highlighted by Drew Wil-
liamson. The senior finished 
2-for-3 with a home run and 
a walk to go with a team-high 
two RBI and two runs scored.

Alex Thompson
UA Athletics

Homestand continues for Alabama this weekend against Texas A&M

AUBURN, Ala. – The Jack-
sonville State baseball team 
did something no other team 
could do against Auburn in 
the midweek as the Game-
cocks handed the Tigers a 
5-2 loss in front of a sold-out 
crowd on Tuesday night at 
Plainsman Park.
	 The loss was the first 
in the midweek for AU, 
who dropped to 17-8 on the 
season and 5-0 before Tues-
day during the midweek. The 
Gamecocks picked up their 
15th win over the Tigers and 
their second in three trips to 
The Plains going back to the 
2019 season. JSU moved one 
game over .500 at 12-11 on the 
season and returns to ASUN 
West activity this weekend 
against the Colonels of East-
ern Kentucky. The series 
starts on Friday, April 1 with 
first pitch set for 6 p.m. Tick-

ets can be purchased online 
at JSUGamecockSports.com. 
JSU students and fans 18 
years old and younger are ad-
mitted free. All three games 
will be streamed on ESPN+ 
and carried on the Gamecock 
Sports Network.
	 Jax State doubled up the 
Tigers with four of the six hits 
coming as doubles. Junior 
Carson Crowe claimed two 
of the doubles and drove 
in runs with both of them. 
Crowe switched places with 
junior T.J. Reeves in the first 
inning after Reeves belted a 
one-out double to left field. 
Senior Cole Frederick had a 
double in the third inning.
	 With a one-run lead, 
Jake Peppers kept AU off 
the scoreboard until the 
third inning after the Tigers 
strung together three hits in 
the frame. Peppers went 4.0 
innings and collected five 
strikeouts and five hits and 
the lone run.

	 The Gamecocks broke up 
the 1-1 deadlock in the fifth 
with a pair of two-out runs. 
After back-to-back walks by 
Frederick and Reeves and a 
swipe of second by Freder-
ick. Reeves scored on a wild 
pitch, followed by Crowe’s 
second double of the game.
	 After AU cut the lead to 
3-2 in the seventh, the Game-
cocks responded offensively 
in the eighth. Sophomore 
Kody Putnam recorded a 
bloop RBI single with the 
infield playing in and senior 
Javier Ramirez laid down a 
safety squeeze bunt for an 
RBI.
	 Freshman Cole Turner 
secured his first win as a 
Gamecock as the first arm 
out of the bullpen. The Moul-
ton, Alabama native tossed 
three innings and allowed 
one run. Senior Dylan Ha-
thcock finished the eighth, 
while Trey Fortner collected 
a save.

Tony Schmidt
JSU Athletics

Gamecocks hand Auburn its first midweek loss 5-2

BATON ROUGE, La. — 
Auburn used a six-run fifth 
inning and solid effort from 
three of its arms to defeat 
No. 12 LSU, 6-5, in the series 
opener at Alex Box Stadium 
Thursday night.
	 Trailing 2-0 after solo 
homers in the first and fourth 
innings, Auburn sent 10 bat-
ters to the plate in the top of 
the fifth and scored six runs 
on five hits, an intentional 
walk and an error to take a 
lead that it wouldn’t relin-
quish.
	 “We wound up scoring 
six, which barely held up here 
with a crazy crowd here at 
Alex Box,” head coach Butch 
Thompson said. “That’s us 
going for it tonight.”
	 Cam Hill tied the game 
with a two-run single, and 
Brody Moore provided the 
big swing with a three-run 
home run in the fifth inning, 
his second homer of the 
season.
	 “Hitting is contagious,” 

Moore said. “We linked it up, 
and it was really nice for us to 
get on a roll.
	 “He threw me a first-
pitch fastball that I hit a line 
drive on in my first at-bat, so 
I was sitting slider. He threw 
it to me, and I just let it eat.”
	 After Hayden Mullins 
threw the first four frames, 
Carson Skipper (2-0, 3.28) 
pitched 3.1 innings and 
earned the win while bridg-
ing the gap to closer Blake 
Burkhalter, who recorded 
the final five outs for his fifth 
save of the season.  
	 “That’s a big win,” Skip-
per said. “Winning game one 
sets the tone and lets them 
know we are here to battle 
this weekend.
	 “My job as a reliever is to 
come in and get the first guy 
out,” Skipper added. “I feel 
like myself and Blake did that 
pretty well tonight. We both 
went out and competed, and 
Nate (LaRue) called a great 
game.”
	 With Auburn (18-8, 4-3 
SEC) leading 6-4 entering 
the ninth inning, LSU (18-8, 

3-4 SEC) threatened by put-
ting runners on the corners 
with nobody out. The Tigers 
cut the deficit to one on a sac-
rifice fly, but Burkhalter got a 
strikeout and Josh Hall made 
a nice catch on a flyout to 
right field to leave the tying 
run in scoring position and 
end the game.
	 The win was Auburn’s 
first in a series opener in 
Baton Rouge since 2011.
	 After LSU started the 
scoring with a leadoff homer 
on the second pitch of the 
game, Auburn threatened in 
each of the first two innings, 
putting two aboard with 
one out in the first and two 
aboard with two outs in the 
second. However, the Tigers 
came up empty in both 
frames.
	 Mullins hung though in 
the early innings, bouncing 
back from the leadoff home 
run to strike out five in the 
first three frames and hold 
LSU scoreless in the second 
and third. The junior lefty ul-
timately allowed two runs on 
three hits with two walks and 

a season-high seven strike-
outs in four innings.  
	 LSU added a run on a 
solo homer in the fourth, 
but Auburn answered in a 
big way with a six-run fifth. 
With two outs and two on, 
the Tigers made LSU pay for 
intentionally walking Sonny 
DiChiara as Hill hit a two-
RBI single through the right 
side and Moore followed two 
pitches later with his three-
run homer. Auburn added an 
unearned run on a fielding 
miscue later in the frame.
	 Skipper took the mound 
in relief of Mullins follow-
ing the big top of the fifth 
and allowed just one hit and 
two baserunners in the fifth 
through seventh frames. 
LSU narrowed the gap to 6-4 
with a two-run home run and 
double to run Skipper from 
the game with one out in the 
eighth. Burkhalter record-
ed the final two outs of the 
frame with a strikeout and 
flyout to strand the runner in 
scoring position.
	 Similar to the eight, the 
junior righty struck out LSU 

cleanup hitter Jacob Berry 
with the tying run in scoring 
position for the second out of 
the ninth before the flyout to 
foul territory in right ended 
the game.
	 Blake Rambusch extend-
ed his hitting streak to 16 
games, matching Jonah Todd 
for the longest hitting streak 

in the last six seasons, and 
ultimately collected mul-
tiple hits for the 14th time 
this season. Moore and Mike 
Bello matched Rambusch 
with two hits in the contest.
	 The two teams turn 
around for game two of the 
three-game series Friday at 
6:30 p.m.

Big inning, solid pitching leads Auburn past LSU 6-5
George Nunnelley
AU Athletics

Alabama will host a three-game series 
with Texas A&M this weekend.

UA ATHLETICS

Carson Crowe posted a pair of hits and RBIs in Jacksonville State’s 5-2 win at Auburn Tuesday.
JSU ATHLETICS

Auburn’s Brody Moore posted three RBIs in the 
Tigers’ 6-5 win at LSU Thursday night.

AU ATHLETICS
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TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — To 
say Traci Wood has a passion 
for bears would understate 
her love for the small black 
bear populations on opposite 
ends of the state in northeast 
and southwest Alabama.
	 Wood, State Wildlife 
Grants coordinator with the 
Alabama Department of Con-
servation and Natural Re-
sources’ Wildlife and Fresh-
water Fisheries Division, 
recently was among a team 
of biologists and research-
ers who were able to place 
collars on a trio of bear cubs 
in DeKalb County near Men-
tone.
	 A research program 
under State Wildlife Grants 
is continuing to monitor the 
black bear populations in the 
state. In its fourth year, the 
study looks at cub survival 
and den habitat.
	 “We’re evaluating the 
types of den structures the 
sows are using,” Wood said. 
“We are collaring cubs when 
they are 7 weeks of age, 
around the 5-pound mark. 
It’s basically a GPS collar. 
We also insert a PIT (Passive 
Integrated Transponder) tag 
into them. That collar ex-
pands as they grow. After six 
to nine months, that collar 
will fall off. So, if we trap that 
animal later, the PIT tag will 
identify as a cub we had pre-
viously collared.
	 “What that collar also 
tells us is if that cub has died. 
If they die, we receive a trans-
mitter signal, and we can find 
the location of the den and 
try to determine the cause 
of death. This will give an 
indication of how cubs are re-
cruiting into the population.”
	 When the cubs become 
adults and are collared again, 
the research team gathers a 
great deal more information 
about bear habits and habi-
tat.
	 “It tells us where they are 
going, if they’re having cubs 
in the future,” Wood said. 
“Hopefully, it’s a long-term 
look at the life ecology of a 
bear from when it’s born to 
its reproductive age.”
	 The previous summer, 
WFF and the Auburn Uni-
versity research team, with 
Hannah Leeper as the re-
search associate in the field, 
trapped females and attached 
GPS collars to determine 
where they made their winter 
dens. With the dens located, 
the team was able to find the 
cubs this spring near Men-
tone.
	 The team will move to the 
Mobile area this weekend to 
start performing den checks 
to hopefully find cubs to 
collar.
	 “The cubs in southwest 
Alabama are born at different 
times than north Alabama 
cubs,” Wood said. “We really 
don’t know why. It could be 
due to genetic reasons. Those 
cubs should be big enough to 
attach cub collars.”
	 Although the study is 
focused on the bear popu-
lations in those two areas, 
Wood said that doesn’t mean 
bears aren’t denning and 
birthing cubs in other areas 
of the state.
	 When den locations are 
determined, the researchers 
carefully approach the den 
to determine if the sow has 
given birth.
	 “When we approach, 
the mom usually gets off the 
den and runs off right away,” 
Wood said.
	 “We go straight into the 
den, collar, weigh and mea-
sure the cubs and put them 
back. It’s a very quick process 
because we want to reduce 
the stress to the den and 
mom. We want her to come 
back as quickly as possible. 
We don’t want her to think we 
are a threat.
	 “She usually comes back 
within an hour, which is kind 
of surprising. I think she 
can sense – hear and smell – 
when we’re gone. That’s good 
news the sows are returning 
to the dens. Later, with the 
GPS, we can determine if the 
mom stayed at the den, or she 
may move her cubs to a dif-
ferent den.

	 “A couple of weeks after 
we collar the cubs, they 
are out of the den, walking 
around with mom. They’re 
big enough to keep up with 
mom, and they’re exploring 
and climbing trees.”
	 Wood said the bear popu-
lation in northeast Alabama 
is doing great with sows pro-
ducing large litters.
	 “It’s not uncommon to 
encounter three cubs on 
average in a den,” she said. 
“Those cubs are very healthy, 
look very pretty, and they’re 
surviving in that first year, 
which is the most critical 
period because they’re small, 
vulnerable to predators, and 
it is a lot of work to keep up 
with mom.
	 “Those cubs in north Ala-
bama have very good habitat 
as well. They have canyons, 
caves and rock outcrops. 
Because of the canyons, 
they’re not running into 
people, houses or barriers. 
Even though we’re not seeing 
many sows’ dens in caves, 
most of the time they den in 
windrows after a tree cutting. 
It’s very thick. That seems to 
be their preference. It’s very 
removed from people as well. 
We’re seeing high cub surviv-
al in north Alabama.”
	 After about a year, the 
yearlings will disperse, and 
Wood said some of the males 
travel into Georgia.
	 “They’re covering a very 
large range,” she said. “It’s a 
bigger picture than what you 
would think. The linkage be-
tween our bears in northeast 
Alabama and Georgia has 
very high potential because 
of the good habitat in that 
corridor.”
	 Unfortunately, the bear 
population in the Mobile area 
is facing many more hurdles 
to viability, mainly due to iso-
lation and habitat.
	 “In the Mobile popula-
tion, we are seeing more cub 
mortality,” Wood said. “It’s 
still a question mark for us 
on how to find answers and 
come up with solutions. They 
are a very genetically iso-
lated population. They are 
surrounded by highways, the 
interstate and subdivisions. 
It has led to inbreeding and 
very low genetic diversity. It 
doesn’t bode well for them at 
all.
	 “Den habitat and habitat 
quality for the adult bears are 
not there. Their den is open, 
like a nest on the ground. 
There’s rarely coverage, ex-
posing them to all the ele-
ments, not only predators but 
extreme weather like flood-
ing in the (Mobile-Tensaw) 
Delta.
	 “All those factors play 
a part in cub survival. It 
doesn’t appear, at this stage 
of the project, that predators 
are the problem. It’s directly 
linked to the poor habitat. It 
leaves those cubs so vulner-
able. They have a hard life 
from the get-go. But we’re 
trying to find the answers on 

how to protect that popula-
tion.”
	 Wood said Auburn Uni-
versity has been a WFF 
partner for about a decade in 
this research on black bears, 
Alabama’s state mammal. 
Auburn leads the field work, 
trapping, collaring and track-
ing the bears as well as ana-
lyzing the data to provide a 
report to WFF.
	 “This assists us in making 
management decisions for 
bears,” she said. “It helps us 
evaluate the status of black 
bears in Alabama. It’s very 
important work.”
	 WFF and Auburn esti-
mate the population of the 
northeast Alabama bears at 
30-35 individuals. The south-
west Alabama bear popula-
tion is estimated at about 125 
individuals, although Wood 
said some people in south-
west Alabama think bears are 
everywhere.
	 “There aren’t as many 
bears in the Mobile popu-
lation as people think,” she 
said. “They’re seeing the 
same bears over and over. 
The fact that they have such 
a restricted home range in 
the Mobile population means 
those bears are basically trav-
eling in a circle with a radius 
of about 10 miles. Bears are a 
common sight in the general 
Saraland area.”
	 However, Wood said a 
black bear could be spotted 
just about anywhere in the 
state, especially during the 
summer months.
	 “Once the mom kicks 
them out at about 18 months 
of age, the young adult males 
roam,” she said. “But it’s not 
only the yearlings but older 
bears as well. The males are 
probably going to be looking 
for a mate or looking for a 
new home range. They can 
travel 250 miles.
	 “We’re starting to get 
more reports from the Bir-
mingham area. Some of the 
north Alabama males come 
down that corridor and turn 
up around Birmingham and 
Alexander City.”
	 Wood said it’s important 
to be “Bear Aware” and re-
alize any sighting during the 
summer is likely going to be a 
male bear passing through.
	 “If you have garbage out 
or you’re feeding wildlife, 
you should remove that food 
source for about two weeks, 
and the bear will move along,” 
she said. “Their activity is ex-
tremely food driven. They’re 
like little teenagers and get 
into trouble. Removing the 
food source is the key.
	 “But treat the bears as 
wildlife. Treat them as if 
they are dangerous. Typi-
cally, they’re not aggressive. 
They’re just looking for 
something to eat. You don’t 
want it to imprint on your 
food source because it’s going 
to keep coming back. That’s 
when it becomes a problem, 
but it’s more of a human 
problem than a bear prob-

lem.”
	 Wood hopes being “Bear 
Aware” will reduce human 
conflicts and people can 
enjoy just seeing a bear.
	 Speaking of bear sight-
ings, WFF has set up an 
online reporting system for 
citizens. Visit: https://www.

outdooralabama.com/black-
bear/alabama-black-bears 
and click on the “Report a 
Black Bear Sighting” link at 
the top of the page.
	 “This helps us know 
where bears are popping up,” 
Wood said. “This helps us 
in where our research is fo-

cused. It helps us work with 
our citizens on how to be 
‘Bear Aware.’
	 “People love bears be-
cause the cubs are so cute, 
but it’s not all rainbows and 
sunshine. It’s briars, mud and 
mosquitoes. It’s extremely 
hard work, but I love it.”

David Rainer
Ala. Dept. of Conservation and Nat. Resources

OUTDOORS

Black bear cubs collared in northeast Alabama

WFF’s Traci Wood is all smiles as she prepares to return a black bear cub to its den in northeast 
Alabama. WFF Director Chuck Sykes retrieves a bear cub from its den and passes it to Wood. The 
black bear cubs are handled so gently during the collaring process that they sometimes take a nap.

ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES
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VALUATION NOTICE 
  

The appraised valuations of all property listed for taxation in Cullman County have been fixed as 
provided by law and filed in my office according to Sec. 40-30-20, 1975 Code of Alabama.  The Board of 
Equalization and Adjustment will hear protest on any of these valuations provided these protests are 
filed in writing by April 29, 2022. 
  
  
Barry Willingham, ACTA 
Revenue Commissioner 
Board Secretary 
Cullman County 
 

NOTICE SCHOOL OF INSTRUCTION 
 

Statewide Democrat and Republican Primary  
and Constitutional Amendment Election 

May 24, 2022 
 

State of Alabama
Cullman County 
Probate Elections

TO: All Cullman County Voters

There will be a School of Instruction held for all election workers in Cullman County on April 5th, 6th,
12th, 13th, 19th, & 20th between the hours of 10:00 AM and 3:30 PM, pursuant to Ala. Code §17-8-9 (a).
All election workers selected by the Appointing Board are required to attend one of these schools.

Thank you for your service.

Tammy Brown
Judge of Probate
 

 

 

 

 

Fresh (from Front)
selection of food and bever-
age offerings—guaranteeing 
something delicious for ev-
eryone,” said Leah Waldrop, 
director of Marketing Cull-
man City Parks Recreation 
and Sports Tourism. 
	 Don’t forget about the 
Miss Strawberry Festival 
Pageant, which will take 
place April 23 beginning at 10 
a.m. at Desperation Church. 
	 The pageant will be held 
so the Strawberry Festival 
Queen may enjoy the events 
of festival day. 
	 The Strawberry Festival 
itself is free of charge along 
with all official events.
	 No tickets are required 

for families to enjoy the 
music and vendors; however, 
a nominal fee will be charged 
by attraction vendors for cer-
tain rides and aspects of the 
Kid’s Activity Zone.
	 “Arts and crafts vendors, 
food and beverage vendors, 
as well as local businesses 
providing games or services 
will be charging their own 
individual prices for their 
goods, food and drink items 
and services,” said Waldrop. 
	 “This festival can be con-
sidered more family-friendly 
as there is a dedicated Kid’s 
Activity Zone with rides and 
inflatables, Mr. and Mrs. 
Berry photo opportunities, 

several arts and craft vendors 
specializing in kid-friendly 
products and services, as well 
as additional events that fam-
ilies will love including the 
Doggy Paw-Geant and the 
Farmers Market with fresh 
and local strawberries!”
	 One of Cullman’s histori-
cal facts is the county’s straw-
berry fields helped to attract 
visitors once the railway was 
completed. 
	 “It all started with some 
local farmers and their pas-
sion for strawberries!
	 “In 1898, strawberry 
farming put Cullman, Ala-
bama on the map thanks to 
increased railway lines and 

the ability to ship produce 
further distances,” she said.
	 “Cullman hosted their 
first Strawberry Festival in 
May of 1939, and this com-
munity event has continued 
to be one of the state’s largest 
and longest-running Straw-
berry Festivals to date.”
	 Over the past few years, 
CPRST has helped elevate 
the level of entertainment for 
those attending the festival. 
Previous acts have included 
the Nitty Gritty Dirt Band 
and Eve 6 and this year will 
be no different according to 
organizers.
	 The live music will begin 
at 4 p.m. and conclude by the 

festival’s closing of 10 p.m.
	 With families watching 
their expenses with rising 
costs due to inflation and fuel 
increases, Waldrop said the 
whole family can have a great 
time at the Strawberry Fes-
tival without having to break 
their savings.
	 “We are proud to offer the 
Cullman Strawberry Festival 
as a free event and we have 
worked to choose a variety of 
food and beverages vendors 
who have a diverse offering in 
terms of foods offered as well 
as price points,” she said. 
	 “Our local shops and 
restaurants will also be open 
and could provide more eco-

nomical options for those 
who are sticking to a budget. 
Outside food and drink items 
can be enjoyed at the festival 
as well.”
	 Waldrop wanted to 
remind both residents and 
visitors to grab a copy of the 
festival’s magazine, contain-
ing many delicious recipes 
and interesting stories.
	 “Our Strawberry Festival 
Magazine will be located at 
local shops and restaurants 
prior to the festival,” she said. 
	 “We encourage everyone 
to pick up a copy as it will be 
full of Strawberry Festival 
facts, stories, recipes and 
more!”
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52 ODES TO JOY: FOUR, JOYFUL SEASONS
ODE TO FOUR, 

JOYFUL SEASONS

Spring is joyful, then 
there is also this,
Summer is such 

sunny bliss.
Autumn is a sweet 
molasses kiss, and
Winter is time to 

joyfully reminisce. 

THE FOUR SEA-
SONS: spring, 
summer, fall 
and winter were 

mostly named for “plant-
ing times.” The word 
“seasons” comes from the 
French for “seed sowing.” 
Spring was known as 
“Lent” for hundreds of 
years but evolved in the 
14th century to describe 
“flowers springing up.” 
	 Summer comes from 
the Old English “sumor” 
which means “together-
ness” and it is the warmer 
months, even in contem-
porary times, when we 
most enjoy UNITING to-
gether under the sun we 
share. Fall was named for 
“falling leaves.” Winter 
derives from the German 
“wentruz” meaning “white 
and wet.”
	 This year, I’m celebrat-
ing 280 seasons of life. 
What number of seasons 
have you weathered? Do 
the math, even if you need a 
calculator. Multiply, YOUR 
AGE X 4=________seasons. 
You and I can choose to be: 
once, twice, three times, 
four times grateful to have 
the opportunity to enjoy 
all our seasons.
	 FOUR, JOYFUL SEA-
SONS can be yours at 
any age if you choose to 
view each of them posi-
tively with “The S.U.N.S. 
(Smile-Making, Uniting, 
Neighboring, Spellbind-
ing) Joyful Aging Lifestyle 
Plan”
	 S M I L E - M A K I N G 
(Positive Thinking and 
Positive Doing)—Each 
season offers unique and 
wonderful things to enjoy: 
the blossoming of spring-
time, the radiant gilding of 
summer, the flamboyant 
palette of colors of fall fo-
liage, the cozy snuggling of 
wintertime. As you think 
through the special joys of 
each season, here are some 
prompts to make your 
positive-thinking become 
positive-doing.

Stargazing—That big, 
bright star you see on a 
summer evening is proba-
bly the planet Venus. How 
about the wintertime stars 
the magi studied in An-
cient Bible times?

Birding—One season, you 
can enjoy the birdsong and 
mating rituals, and anoth-
er, the migration.

Walking/Hiking—These 
FREE, fun activities have 
no “off season.” Some 
walks may require you to 
layer extra clothing and 
others to strip away, but 
good health and adventure 
await us all through the 
year.

R o a d -Tr i p p i n g — Pa r a -
phrasing the classic rock 
band, Steppenwolf, “Get 
your motor runnin’. Head 
out on the highway. We 
were born to enjoy the 
wild.” Even with soaring 
gasoline prices, most of us 
can enjoy a quick getaway 
and with a bit of planning 
and budgeting a longer so-
journ.

Gardening—Every month 
at our Master Garden-
er meetings, those of us 
who enjoy digging in the 
dirt discuss the seasonal 
pleasures of our gardens. 

Even if working your own 
garden is not your cuppa, 
you can enjoy strolling 
through public gardens 
and delighting in the 
changes that come with 
each season. When plants 
are snuggling in during the 
winter, there are some re-
silient, SMILE-MAKING 
blooms like pansies and an 
appreciation for the sculp-
tural beauty of branches.

Reading—Remember as 
a child when school was 
out, you had a “Summer 
Reading List?” How about 
creating your own read-
ing list for each season? 
Some “beach reads” 
simply beg to be enjoyed 
under summer sun and 
other books (for me more 
challenging works) are 
great for hot cider and 
blanket-burrowing in the 
cooler months.

Sports-Watching—I have 
friends who experience a 
bit of funk in the months 
when football isn’t in play. 
How about expanding 
your fanatic, fantastic, 
fan enthusiasm to include 
watching swim meets and 
cheering on sandlot vol-
leyball? Could be worth 
the gamble.

UNITING (Deeply Con-
necting) is another essen-
tial for joyful aging. As you 
ponder the things you pos-
itively appreciate in each 
season, also think of how 
to enjoy some aspects of 
those things with those to 
whom you have your most 
meaningful connections.

NEIGHBORING (Oth-
ers-Centeredness)—Each 
season has opportunities 
for us to go beyond our 
own self-focused needs 
and support others. How 
might you be assisting 
in the next “winter coat 
drive?” Back-to-school 
supplies are additional ex-
penses some families may 
need help in affording. 
“Senior Citizens Day” at 
your county fair would be a 
good time to offer to guide 
a wheelchair or volunteer 
as an escort.

SPELLBINDING (Ab-
sorbed in Meaningful 
Achievements) can readily 
happen throughout your 
year. You can get caught up 
in raking leaves or count-
ing birds for hours as you 
enjoy the fresh air and 
some exercise. Winter is a 
wonderful time for making 
crafts, learning new reci-
pes and finishing that book 
you abandoned reading 
last summer.

FOUR, JOYFUL SEA-
SONS are possible for the 
vast majority of us but 
according to Dr. Joel L. 
Young, a mental health 
expert quoted in “Psychol-
ogy Today” magazine (Oc-
tober, 2017), “Every year, 
about 5% of Americans 
experience a condition 
called ‘seasonal affective 

disorder’ (SAD)…a season-
al depression.”
	 Researchers believe 
seasonal affective disor-
der is caused by changes 
in levels of sunlight. The 
good news is this some-
what uncommon malady 
can be treated by increas-
ing outdoor activity, possi-
bly adding indoor light box 
therapy and in extreme 
cases may require antide-
pressant medications.

ODES TO FOUR, 
JOYFUL SEASONS 

FROM OTHERS

“The seasons are what a 
symphony ought to be: 
four perfect movements 
in harmony with each 
other.”—Arthur Ruben-
stein

“To be interested in the 
changing seasons is a hap-
pier state of mind than to 
be hopelessly in love with 
spring.”—George Santaya-
na

“Winter is an etching, 
spring a watercolor, 
summer an oil painting 
and autumn a mosaic 
of them all.”—Stanley 
Horowitz

FOUR, JOYFUL SEA-
SONS are waiting for 
each of us to explore and 
enhance our enjoyment. 
A great soundtrack as you 
plan for your personally 
designed, seasonal explo-
rations is by Antonio Viv-
aldi and aptly named, “The 
Four Seasons” (circa 1717). 
	 One of the most pop-
ular works in symphonic 
music, “The Four Seasons” 
is a group of four violin 
concertos which each give 
expression to a season 
of the year. They were a 
revolution in musical con-
ception: in them, Vivaldi 
represents singing birds, 
flowing creeks, buzzing 
flies, seasonal storms, har-
vesting, hunting parties, 
frozen landscapes and 
warm winter fires. There 
are many things to delight 
you season after season.

JOY-GIVERS 
CELEBRATING 

A BIRTHDAY 
THIS WEEK

April 2—Marvin Gaye

April 3—Eddie Murphy

April 4—Muddy Waters

April 5—Bette Davis

April 6—Merle Haggard

April 7—Francis Ford Cop-
pola

April 8—Betty Ford

FOUR, JOYFUL
SEASONS OF LAFFS

“The love of my life just 
left me. She says how we 
spent our time revolved 
too much around football. 
It’s quite upsetting consid-

ering we’ve been together 
for seven seasons.”

“Who changes the season 
when summer ends? No 
one, it happens Autumnat-
ically.”

“I occasionally flip the 
television channels to that 
weather show but I don’t 
want to watch all four sea-
sons of it.”

“What is a personal injury 
lawyer’s favorite season’s 
greeting? Happy Fall!”

FLORIDA PASSION 
FRUIT—SUMMERTIME 

SALAD DRESSING
(Source: thespruceeeats.

com)

Each week, Joy & Ger-
ontology shares a recipe 
saluting a healthy food 
produced in America. 
(This week, we offer both 
a recipe for summer and 
another for winter using 
Florida-grown passion 
fruit.) The delicious and 
nutritious collection is 
called “The S.U.N.S. USA 
Longevity Cookbook” and 
highlights vitamin B-3 
(niacin) which many re-
search gerontologists be-
lieve hold the promise for 
a long, healthy, joyful life.

INGREDIENTS
•	 2 passion fruits (or ¼ 
cup passion fruit puree)
•	 ½ cup olive oil
•	 1 tablespoon lime juice
•	 1 tablespoon honey
•	 ¼ teaspoon salt

DIRECTIONS
1. Gather the ingredients

2. Cut the passion fruits in 
half. Scrape the pulp and 
seeds into a small sauce-
pan.

3. Heat fruit pulp over 
medium-low heat, stirring 
frequently. Heat the pulp 
almost to boiling, then 
remove it from the heat.

4. Strain the pulp through 
a sieve or colander.

5. Discard the seeds and let 
the juice cool.

6. Put the passion fruit, 
olive oil, lime juice, vin-
egar, honey and salt in a 
blender or food processor 
and blend until the mix-
ture is smooth.

7. Store the salad dressing 
in the refrigerator for up 
to one week. Stir or shake 
before using.

FLORIDA PASSION 
FRUIT—WINTERTIME 

CRUMBLE
(Source: yummly.com)

INGREDIENTS
•	 6 passion fruits
•	 4 peaches
•	 1 ½ tablespoons sliv-
ered almonds
•	 2/3 cup flour
•	 70 grams butter (cut 
into 1 centimeter pieces)
•	 3 ½ tablespoons brown 

sugar
•	 Farofa

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat oven to 400 F. In 
a bowl, mix the flour and 
butter with your hands 
until thick and crumbly. 
Add sugar and almonds, 
then mix.

2. Peel and cube the peach-
es and mix into the flour 
mixture. Remove the pas-
sion fruit pulp and com-
bine with the peaches and 
sugar. Place the mixture in 
a baking dish, then sprin-
kle with farofa.

3. Bake until golden brown, 
or for about 25-30 min-
utes. Serve immediately 
accompanied by vanilla ice 
cream or plain yogurt, as 
desired.

1,070 JOY-GIVING 
THINGS FROM MY 

FIRST 70 YEARS

295. “April Love” sung by 
Pat Boone.

296. The kitchen cabaret 
of washboard and water-
glasses.

297. Catholic school uni-
forms.

298. Service station atten-
dant uniforms.

299. Healthy food made 
like carnival cotton candy.

300. “Cherry Pink and 
Apple Blossom White.”

301. Seasonal place cards.

302. Seasonal bulletin 
boards.

303. Talking home appli-
ances.

304. Teapot cozies.

305. Comfortable, con-
vertible Murphy beds.

306. Saab convertible.

307. V-neck, cashmere 
sweaters.

308. Alpaca knits—and the 
animal.

309. Catsuits.

310. “Can’t Touch That” 
M.C. Hammer and his 
pants.

311. “Liar, liar, you’re pants 
on fire.”

312. That highly chemical, 
new car smell.

313. The colorful Big and 
Little Edie of “Grey Gar-
dens.”

314. Testing spaghetti by 
throwing it against a wall.

315. Birdsong.

316. Whalesong.

317. “April Fools” by Burt 
Bacharach

HAPPY, JOYFUL APRIL 
AND FOUR SEASONS!

Ben South
Tribune Columnist

YUMMLY.COM

COMMUNITY MATTERS — LIFESTYLE

Subscribe
Today

Visit Tribune.Store or
Call 256-739-1351
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C u l l m a n - J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t i e s
G a s  D i s t r i c t

P . O .  B o x  3 9 9  C u l l m a n ,  A L  3 5 0 5 6 - 0 3 9 9

CUSTOMER SERVICE
256-734-1911 or 1-800-321-6572

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. – Monday -Thursday

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR 
HANDCRAFTED GOODS

117 First Ave. NE
Cullman, Alabama 35055

HOURS: TUESDAY – SATURDAY 11 – 8

WWW.JOHNNYSBARBQ.COM

DINING ROOM OPEN

DRIVE-THRU | CURBSIDE | OFFICE DELIVERIES

1401 4TH ST SW, CULLMAN | 256-734-8539

MAYOR - Woody Jacobs | PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE - John W. Cook | COUNCILMAN - Andy Page | PRESIDENT - Jenny Folsom | COUNCILMAN - David Moss | COUNCILMAN - Clint Hollingsworth

COME IN TODAY AND LET US HELP YOU GET
A LOAN OF $500 - $6,250 UPON APPROVAL

GET $50 CASH WHEN FILING.

$$ GET YOUR $$
MONEY NOW!

HOW FAST DO YOU
WANT YOUR MONEY?

YOUR REFUND ANTICIPATION LOAN WILL BE DIRECT DEPOSITED IN
24-48 HOURS TO YOUR DEEPBLUE DEBIT ACCOUNT.

Thankful for our 15 years as
a local merchant in Cullman!

Bennett

Tire Service

256-734-7828

THE NEW MICHELIN®
CROSSCLIMATE 2® 

BUY IT NOW. THANK IT LATER.

COMMUNITY MATTERS

Cullman Revenue 
Commissioner’s Office

Auction (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
2022 tax lien auction for 
delinquent 2021 ad valorem 

property taxes are scheduled 
for Tuesday, May 3, in the 
County Commission meeting 
room, located in the Cull-
man County Courthouse at 
500 Second Ave. SW. This 

year’s auction marks the first 
in-person tax lien auction 
since social distancing rec-
ommendations were imple-
mented in 2020 in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The tax lien auctions for 2019 
and 2020 delinquent ad valor-
em property taxes were held 
online via tax lien auction 
company, GovEase.All pro-
spective bidders who wish to 

participate in the tax lien auc-
tion must register in person at 
the Cullman County Revenue 
Commission office by close of 
business on Monday, May 2. 
For information on available 

tax liens, visit the delinquent 
property list on the Revenue 
website at https://cullman-
revenuecommissioner.com/ 
(click on Tax Lien Parcels on 
the homepage).

Costs (from Front)
the safety of Cullman Coun-
ty’s citizens will always be 
first. “Gas prices affect ev-
eryone—law enforcement, 
however is unique. Our citi-
zens are the most important 
thing to the Sheriff’s Office. 

If the rise does continue, 
we will take a vigilant ap-
proach to managing our tax 
dollars. Cullman County 
citizens’ safety and security 
are our first priority,” he said. 
“Whether gas prices go up or 

down, the Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office will continue 
to do our job – to serve the cit-
izens and our communities. 
We have, and will continue to 
be, a proactive force through-
out Cullman County.”

	 According to Gentry, the 
department receives a lot of 
support from the Cullman 
County Commission. With-
out the support and the Com-
mission’s budget allocations 
it would be a more difficult 

task.
	 “In this time of econom-
ic uncertainty, one of our 
greatest assets at the Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office 
is the Cullman County Com-
mission. The Commission 

sets the budget, and realizes 
the importance of law en-
forcement. They continue 
to be 100% supportive of the 
CCSO, and help make sure we 
are able to continue to do our 
job.”

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. — The 
law firm of Morris, King & 
Hodge, P.C., is pleased to an-
nounce its 2022 Driver Safety 
Scholarship Fund essay 
program to assist deserving 
students with funds for ed-
ucation while also raising 
awareness of the dangers of 

distracted driving.
	 This year marks the 
eighth time the law firm has 
held the program.
	 The firm will award a total 
of $4,200 in three separate 
scholarships to the Alabama 
high school seniors and first-
year college students who 
write winning essays on ways 
to raise awareness of the haz-
ards of distracted driving and 

prevent the dangerous prac-
tice.
	 The first-place winner 
will receive a $2,000 schol-
arship, the second-place 
winner will receive $1,200 
and $1,000 will be awarded to 
the third-place winner.
	 Morris, King & Hodge, 
P.C. is now accepting scholar-
ship applications and essays 
from high school seniors 

and college freshman in the 
Alabama counties of Dekalb, 
Franklin, Lawrence, Colbert, 
Cullman, Jackson, Lauder-
dale, Limestone, Madison, 
Marshall and Morgan. 
	 To participate in the pro-
gram, applicants must submit 
an original 1,000-word essay 
on this topic:
	 “How can we educate our 
community about the dan-

gers of distracted driving and 
what are some practical ways 
we can drastically reduce dis-
tracted driving related acci-
dents?”
	 For more details about 
the scholarship program and 
how to apply, visit:  https://
w w w . m k h l a w y e r s . c o m /
scholarship/#apply.
	 A panel from Morris, King 
& Hodge, P.C., and associated 

parties will judge the submis-
sions on content, correctness 
of facts, grammar, style and 
originality.
	 Judges will look for clear, 
original essays that are logi-
cally organized and well-sup-
ported.
	 The deadline for submis-
sions is April 15. The firm will 
announce this year’s winners 
on May 2. 

Joey Aiello
Contributor

EDUCATION

Alabama-based Morris, King & Hodge, P.C., launches 
8th Annual Driver Safety Scholarship Program
The law firm will award a total of $4,200 in scholarships to three students who write outstanding essays on distracted driving

Month (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Link 
of Cullman County hosted a 
Child Abuse and Neglect Pre-
vention event on Friday, with 
many representatives from 
supporting organizations in 
Cullman present. The Good 
Samaritan Health Clinic, 
Cullman County Extension, 
Cullman Caring for Kids, 

Unshel-tered International 
and District Attorney Wilson 
Blaylock were a part of the 
group that came to hear the 
“sounding of the sirens.” Cap-
tain Edward Potter, Victim 
Services coordinator at the 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office, sounded his sirens 
at noon for a moment of re-
membrance of the children 
of abuse whose cries were not 
heard. 

	 The Link also gave out 
Forget-Me-Not seeds to 
attendees to encourage re-
membrance of the reality 
of child abuse victims every 
time the flowers are seen.
	 Julie Hall of the Link 
stated, “Every time you look 
at those Forget-Me-Nots, 
you remember that someone 
needs to hear about child 
abuse prevention.”
	 Hall continued, “We 

really want to do our part to 
raise awareness in our com-
munity of how prevention 
works, and one of the ways 
is if you see something, say 
something, but also it works 
by providing resources to 
parents and building their 
confidence up to be protec-
tors.
	 “If we can help them 
become emotionally resilient 
when things go wrong, they 

have the skills to manage and 
cope with those big emotions. 
Then they are better able 
to protect and care for their 
children.”
	 The Link’s Parenting and 
Fatherhood classes will be be-
ginning a new term in April. 
They also provide safe spaces 
for visitation for parents 
who are divorced or have any 
other issue which requires 
monitored visits. The Link is 

always in need of volunteers 
to work their food pantry, and 
teach anger management and 
parenting classes. Volunteers 
are trained to facilitate the 
different classes. 
	 “We just want everyone 
in the community to be part-
ners and to work together. It’s 
a terrible thing, so the more 
aware we are, the better we 
can help others be aware,” 
said Hall.

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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Obituary Announcements: March 31 - April 1

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

James Edward 
Schrader, 58, 
of Crane Hill
James Edward Schrader, 
58 of Crane Hill passed 
away Thursday March 
31, in Cullman. He was 
born Nov. 11, 1963, in 
Washington, D.C. to 
Charles William and 
Clara Ann Alvis Schrader.
He is preceded in death 
by his father. Survivors 
include his mother: Clara 
Ann Alvis Schrader; two 
brothers: Jeffery William 
Schrader, Sr. and Jerry 
Charles Schrader and his 
girlfriend: Thi Lam. A 
graveside service will be 
held Monday, April 4, at 
Shady Grove Cemetery in 
Logan at 2 p.m. The family 
will be receiving friends 
at Moss Service Funeral 
Home Monday from noon 
– 1 p.m. Brother Kent 
Persall will be officiating.

Larry Gene Voyles, 65
Larry Gene Voyles, age 
65, completed his journey 
on earth at his residence 
in Cullman on March 31, 
with his wife of 24 years by 
his side. Larry was born in 
Arab (Marshall County), 
Alabama on Tuesday, 
Oct. 2, 1956, to Columbus 
Larry and Dorothy Mae 
(nee Jackson) Voyles.  He 
attended Eva High School. 
He enjoyed playing the 
guitar and spending time 
with family and friends. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents; a 
son: Jason Damron and 
brothers: R.C. Voyles, 
Sherman. Voyles, Levoid 
(Tucker) Voyles and 
Jerry Voyles. Larry is 
survived by his wife: Joyce 
(nee Bailey) Voyles; two 
children: a son: Jonathan 
Lee Damron (Brenda) of 
Ohio and daughter: Jamie 
Lynn Damron of Cullman; 
a brother: Rick Voyles; 
three sisters: Joyce (Don) 
Manous, Carolyn James 
all of Eva and Sandra 
Johnson of Union Hill; five 
grandchildren: Britney 
LeeAnn Damron, Tyler 
Jason Damron, Stephanie 
Ranae Damron, Austin 
Wayne Dibble (Brenda) 
and Brooke Lynn Cloud 
(Brayden); three great-
grandchildren: Kayleigh 

LeeAnn Elphee, Abigail 
Damron and Aryana 
Damron and a host of 
dear nieces and nephews 
and cousins. Funeral 
arrangements will be 
Sunday, April 3, at 1 p.m. 
at Cullman Funeral 
Home Chapel (461 U.S. 
Highway 278 E, Cullman, 
AL 35055), with visitation 
from 10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
at Cullman Funeral 
Home. Rev. Rayburn 
Morgan and Rev. Steve 
Rodgers are officiating, 
and Cullman Funeral 
Home is directing. The 
burial will be in Daniel’s 
Chapel Community 
Cemetery (780 Daniel’s 
Chapel Road, Eva, AL 
35621). Pallbearers: Wiley 
Borden, Daniel Butler, 
Brayden Cloud, Austin 
Dibble, Jeremy Voyles and 
Tommy Jack Voyles. In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be 
made to the Daniel Chapel 
Community Cemetery 
at 1017 Daniel Chapel 
Road, Eva, AL 35621. 

Samuel Davis Parker, 
80, of Cullman
Funeral services for 
Samuel Davis Parker of 
Cullman will be at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday, April 3, in the 
chapel at Moss Service 
Funeral Home, with Abbot 
Marcus Voss and Elder 
Ricky Harcrow officiating. 
Visitation will be from 
noon until the service 
begins, and interment 
will follow at Fellowship 
Cemetery in the Springhill 
Community. Mr. Parker 
passed Tuesday, March 
29, following a lengthy 
decline in his health. 
Sam was born May 28, 
1941, to Leldon and 
Thora Whitton Parker. 
He graduated from West 
Point High School and 
earned an A.B. from St. 
Bernard College (magna 
cum laude), a M.Ed. 
from Auburn University 
and the Ed.D. from the 
University of Alabama, 
Tuscaloosa. He served 
as associate professor, 
then professor, in the 
Education Department 
at St. Bernard College, 
and later Southern 
Benedictine College, 

until its closure in 1978. 
At that time, he became 
an instructor at Wallace 
State Community College, 
teaching classes in 
psychology and sociology 
until his retirement in 
2001. Dr. Parker was the 
recipient of many awards 
and honors as a student 
and a professional, but 
the two of which he was 
most proud were the 
Gold Medal Award for 
Academic Achievement 
presented at the end of his 
senior year at St. Bernard 
and the five consecutive 
terms he was elected by 
his colleagues to serve as 
president of the Faculty 
Senate at St. Bernard. 
He was also proud to 
have been a part of the 
development of the St. 
Bernard Preparatory 
School, serving as the 
original Chairman of the 
Board of Directors during 
the initial phase of its 
opening. More recently, 
in June 2015, Dr. Parker 
was honored to have 
been presented with The 
Abbot Benedict Menges 
Medal for Outstanding 
Service by the St. 
Bernard Abbey and the 
St. Bernard Preparatory 
School. He was active in 
his community as well, 
serving as president of the 
Cullman Rotary Club in 
1976. Sam was preceded in 
death by his parents; his 
brother: Jerry (Patricia) 
Parker and his nephew: 
Scott David Parker. He is 
survived by his wife of 51 
years: Betty M. Parker and 
his son and daughter-in-
law: Stephen Davis and 
Annette Irons Parker. 
In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a monetary 
donation to St. Jude 
Children’s Research 
Hospital or a donation 
of food or supplies to the 
Cullman County Animal 
Shelter. If there is room in 
your heart and home, go 
to the shelter and adopt an 
animal. Those of you who 
knew Sam know of his love 
for all animals, especially 
of his love for dogs. Sam 
was a great teacher and 
friend. He had a great 
personality, sense of 
humor and sharp wit. He 

was the kindest man... the 
best. He was loved dearly, 
and he is missed already.

Clomer “Shorty” 
M. Easterwood, 
84, of Cullman
Funeral Service for 
Clomer “Shorty” M. 
Easterwood, age 84, of 
Cullman, will be at 3 
p.m. Friday, April 1, at 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home with Johnathan 
Easterwood and Hunter 
McBride officiating, with 
interment in Emeus 
Cemetery. Visitation will 
be from 1-3 p.m. prior 
to the service. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Mr. Easterwood passed 
away peacefully Tuesday, 
March 29, at home 
surrounded by family. He 
was born Oct. 16, 1937, in 
Cullman, Alabama, to E. 
L. and Arvie Easterwood. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife: 
Mary Ruth Easterwood 
and brother: Felix 
Easterwood. Survivors 
include his son: John 
(Sherry) Easterwood; 
grandchildren: Chanda 
(Paul) Collins and 
Johnathan (Nicole) 
Easterwood; great-
grandchildren: Caiden 
Collins, Jaci Baker, 
Joseph Easterwood, 
Carson Easterwood and 
Everly Collins; brother: 
Felton (Polly) Easterwood 
and sister: Clovis Hendrix.

Charlsie Flora “Boots” 
Pike Hill, 88, of Cullman
Funeral service for 
Charlsie Flora “Boots” 
Pike Hill, age 88, of 
Cullman, was at 1 p.m. on 
Friday, April 1, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home 
with Patrick Morton 
and Ralph McGowan 
officiating, and interment 
in First Baptist Church 
of Fairview Cemetery. 
Visitation was from 6-8 
p.m. on Thursday, March 
31, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Mrs. Hill passed away 
Tuesday, March 29, at 
her residence. She was 
born Oct. 15, 1933, in 

Cullman, Alabama, to 
Homer and Dora Pike. 
She was preceded in 
death by her son: Wiley 
Hill; grandchildren: 
Hope Marie Hill and 
Elizabeth Smith and 
parents. Survivors include 
her husband: Willis 
Hill; children: Nancy 
(Kenny) Bryant, Julie 
(John) Zingarelli and 
Samantha (Richard) Law; 
grandchildren: Charles 
Hill, Bradley (Tela) Hill, 
Jonathan Hill, Aubrey 
Hill, Judson Law, Olivia 
Law, Stephanie Bryant 
(Timothy) Marley, April 
Bryant (Casey) Smith, 
Megan Zingarelli, Mary 
Zingarelli (Philip) Carden 
and John Edward (Ted) 
Zingarelli and great-
grandchildren: Braxton, 
Cooper, Tucker, Cara, 
Aiden, Connor, Alexis, 
Alaina, Evelyn and Genaro.

Olivia Jane Johnson, 47
Olivia Jane Johnson, 
age 47, passed away 
Wednesday, March 30, 
at Lawrence County 
Hospital. She was born 
Sept. 17, 1974, in Jasper, 
Alabama to Roger and 
Nellie Alexander. Olivia 
was an avid rock collector. 
She was very crafty and 
loved driving a truck and 
was known as “Ghost 
Rider.” She loved her 
husband dearly and loved 
to fight with him, she loved 
her family, especially her 
kids and grandkids. She 
felt that she was here on 
earth to change people’s 
lives. Visitation will be 
held Saturday, April 2, 
from 6-8 p.m. at Nichols 
Funeral Home in the 
Double Springs Chapel, 
where services will be held 
on Sunday at 2 p.m. Burial 
will be held at Williams 
Cemetery in Black 
Pond, Alabama. Olivia is 
survived by her husband of 
29 years: James “Gizmo” 
Johnson; daughters: 
Sarah (Brandon) Woods, 
Trista (Nathan) Wolfe, 
Samantha Johnson 
(fiance’ Chris Rickard) 
and Angie Johnson; 
sons: Jay Pruitt and 
James Wayne  Johnson 
(fiancé’ Abby Armstrong); 
grandchildren: Boston 

Woods, Ava Woods, 
Hydee Woods, Titus 
Woods, Danielle Wolfe, 
Elijah Wolfe, Blaklynn 
Johnson, Ellen Cleghorn, 
Colt Cleghorn, Caleb 
Pruitt, Jasmine Pruitt, 
Brayden Wayne Johnson, 
Kolter Johnson, Brett 
Johnson, Chloe Johnson 
and Sophia Johnson; 
mother: Nellie Jane 
Alexander; father: Roger 
Alexander; brothers: 
Wayne Alexander and 
Joe Alexander and 
sister: Angie Charlene 
Thompson. She was 
preceded in death by 
her sister: Myra Moore; 
brother: Luke Alexander 
and mother-in-law and 
father-in-law: Ellen 
and Raymond Johnson.
 
Lee Graves, 
90, of Cullman
Lee Graves, age 90, of 
Cullman passed away 
Wednesday, March 30, at 
Hanceville Nursing and 
Rehab. He was born April 
17, 1931, to Garlen Graves 
and Belle Hollis Graves. 
Lee was a member of 4th 
Street Church of Christ 
and was a veteran of the 
U.S. Army. He is survived 
by his wife of 67 years: 
Vivian Graves; son: Randy 
Graves and his wife, 
Denise; daughter: Debbie 
Marty and her husband, 
Michael; grandchildren: 
Varonica Donham and her 
husband, Jared, Hilarie 
Marty and Kaleb Graves; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Ethan Donham, Gwyneth 
Donham and Viviana 
Marty; sisters: Dorothy 
McCroy, Sara Heatherly 
and Jan Self and brothers: 
James Graves and his 
wife, Ann and Bobby 
Graves and his wife, Clara. 
Pallbearers will be Andrew 
Graves, Chris Burks, Chad 
Burks, Jay Heatherly, 
Josh Heatherly, Nathan 
McCluskey and Kaleb 
Graves. Visitation will be 
Saturday, April 2, from 
11 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Moss 
Service Funeral Home. 
The funeral service will 
be Saturday, April 2, at 
1 p.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
Burial will follow at 
Cullman City Cemetery.

COMMUNITY MATTERS

AUBURN UNIVERSITY, 
Ala. — Spring is in the air. 
Temperatures are begin-
ning to rise, and flowers will 
soon begin to bloom. The 
fair weather and abundant 
supply of nectar will spring 
bee and butterfly populations 
upward. Homeowners may 
also find a hummingbird that 
has taken up residence in the 
backyard.

Hummingbird migration
The Ruby-throated Hum-
mingbird is the state’s most 
common hummingbird.
	 “They will arrive from 
mid-March to mid-April and 
stay through late summer 
and early fall,” said Wesley 
Anderson, an Alabama Co-
operative Extension System 
forestry and wildlife special-
ist. “These colorful birds then 
fly south to Central America.”
	 As with most species, 
hummingbirds migrate to 

areas as resources become 
available. Abundant nectar, 
insects and spiders are para-
mount for hummingbird sur-
vival. 
	 Alabama also hosts 
the Rufous Hummingbird 
around the Gulf Coast. It dif-
fers from the Ruby-throated 
species in color, plumage 
and geographic preference. 
Anderson said hummingbird 
migration patterns appear to 
be changing.
	 “This is largely due to the 
climate warming in certain 
areas, causing milder win-
ters,” he said. “Milder win-
ters allow the birds to arrive 
earlier and potentially stay 
longer.”

Attracting hummingbirds
There are several ways to 
attract hummingbirds to 
homes. First, Anderson said, 
is putting out hummingbird 
feeders.
	 Hummingbirds are at-
tracted to red, so having a 
red feeder–not red dye in 

it–will help. Anderson also 
suggests planting red flowers 
and hanging red ribbons to 
attract the birds, which weigh 
only a few grams on average. 
If using multiple feeders, 
be sure to space them apart 
from each other.
	 “Hummingbirds can be 
territorial, and this (spacing 
them apart from each other) 
will allow them to establish 
their own territories and 
expend less energy chasing 
each other,” Anderson said.
	 Planting trees and shrubs 
to be used as perches will also 
make an area more appealing 
to hummingbirds.

Red dye: Making sense of 
mixed reviews
Anderson said red dye in 
food has been a controversy 
since the 1970s. It also raised 
concerns relate to humming-
bird health. Red dye No.2, a 
known carcinogen, has been 
banned in the United States 
since 1976.
	 The current red dye used 

is Red 40, which is FDA ap-
proved for humans. However, 
hummingbirds’ small size 
and differing anatomy means 
that the dye may be danger-
ous for them.
	 Until there is further re-

search, Anderson said it is 
best to steer clear of red dye 
in hummingbird food alto-
gether.

More information
More information on hum-

mingbirds in Alabama, check 
out the Alabama Extension 
publication Hummingbirds 
in Alabama (https://www.
aces.edu/ blog/topics/for-
estry-wildlife/ humming-
birds-in-alabama/).

Wes Ellard
Alabama Cooperative Extension

LIFESTYLE

Springing into hummingbird season

ACES



11THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
APRIL 2, 2022

I have forever wanted 
to visit Ireland. I have 
never confirmed this, 
but I have been told 

that my father’s people came 
from there. His fair com-
plexion and reddish-blond 
hair may have been the only 
reason for such claims. Now 
that I have visited the beau-
tiful land of green grass and 
rolling hills, I have a desire 
to do some genealogical 
research to see if Ireland 
actually is the land of my an-
cestors. I have only traced my 
father’s side to the far West…
the far West side of Georgia, 

that is.
	 Jean and I have spent the 
last two weeks in that “Neck-
of-the-Woods.” Our journeys 
included Ireland, Scotland, 
and a couple of plane changes 
in London. I even got lost in 
Heathrow, but perhaps that’s 
another story, for another 
week.
	 Our explorations began 
in the capital city of Dublin. 
When we first planned our 
trip, we didn’t realize we 
would be there on St. Pat-
rick’s Day. Numerous people 
had told us that the holiday 
wasn’t really a big deal in Ire-
land. Sometimes, numerous 
people don’t know what they 
are talking about. St. Patrick’s 
Day is huge in Ireland. It’s 
their second most import-

ant national holiday, right 
behind Christmas. While it 
may be true that Chicago and 
New York often draw larger 
crowds to their St. Patrick’s 
parades, more than 400,000 
came Dublin’s parade on 
O’Connell Street.
	 The parade passed right 
in front of our hotel, but we 
marched out of town before 
it got to us. As much as we 
would have loved to have seen 
the parade live, we got out 
of Dodge, as well as Dublin, 
before all those marching 
bands from America started 
marching.
	 We had other places to go 
and things to see. Otherwise, 
we would not have gotten out 
of Dodge until shortly before 
the Christmas parade begins. 

We did watch the parade later 
on television.
	 So then, exactly who was 
this man who is so celebrat-
ed? He was never officially 
canonized, but he is the 
Patron Saint of Ireland. He 
was not Irish by birth, but 
either British or Scottish. At 
around 16, probably in the 
5th century, he was captured 
by a band of Irish raiders and 
taken to Ireland.
	 He was held in captivity 
there for six years, and forced 
to work as a shepherd. It was 
during his days of solitude, 
with only sheep, that he 
became a Christian. He broke 
away and returned home, 
but later became a cleric and 
went back to Ireland.
	 He is credited with 

having brought Christianity 
to the island - an island that 
had been more pagan than 
Christian. Celtic beliefs and 
dogmas, taught mainly by 
the Druids, was common 
and widespread. Legend has 
it that Patrick chased all the 
snakes from the island. While 
it is true that there aren’t 
any venomous snakes on the 
island, or any vicious preda-
tors, St. Patrick’s legend may 
be more symbolic than realis-
tic.
	 Some believe the snakes 
he chased away were not 
literal, but rather the false 
doctrines and teaching of the 
Druids.
	 He replaced those with 
the teachings of Christ. Much 
like the Apostle Paul, he was 

an early Christian mission-
ary, but to Ireland.
	 I’ll share more details 
about our travels for the next 
few weeks, or until you say, 
“I wish he’d hush about that, 
and talk about something 
else.” You know, it’s kind of 
like when a grandmother 
asks, “Would you like to see 
pictures of my grandchil-
dren?” These days, we all 
have 38,578 pictures of our 
grands on our cellphones, so 
we grandparents can be quite 
dangerous…not to mention 
boresome. I now have almost 
that many pictures of Ireland 
and Scotland on my phone!

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-745-0588 (office).

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

St. Patrick’s Day in St. Patrick’s Land
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

From the Files of 1930
Probate Judge H.F. Mitch-
ell has received Cullman 
County’s allotment of new 
auto tags for 1931. The tags 
are yellow on a green back-
ground.
	 Jim Martin, 81, died at his 
home near Missionary Grove 
on Monday.
	 Cullman County High 
will open on August 25 with 
the following faculty mem-
bers: M.H. Killingsworth, 

Virgil Collins, A.S. Johnson, 
J.H.S. Church, Sanford Clark, 
Pauline Neighbors, Minnie 
Harris, William T. Wilks, 
Nannie Lou Jenkins, Mary 
Nicholson, Ethel Rogers, 
Ruby D. Doyle, Susan Patter-
son, Freda Hartung, Thelma 
Goodwin and P.F. Bria.
	 Mrs. C.H. Bedingfield en-
tertained at bridge on Friday 
afternoon.
	 Miss Lorene Fischer re-
turned Tuesday from a three-

month tour of Europe.
	 Miss Sarah Lillian Rich-
ter has returned home after 
spending the summer with 
relatives in Birmingham.
	 Orus McMinn has recov-
ered from a serious attack of 
malaria.
	 Miss Elizabeth Otwell 
who has been attending 
summer school at Boston, 
Massachusetts, has arrived 
home to visit her parents.
	 Mrs. Mary Julian of 

Blountsville is visiting Mrs. 
T.C. Holmes and Mrs. Clyde 
Stewart.
	 Miss Doris Bland left on 
Saturday for New Orleans for 
a visit with friends.
	 Miss Maggie Brown, who 
has been attending school 
at Jacksonville, has arrived 
home for a vacation.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Olin Bran-
don are spending several 
weeks in Arkansas.
	 Mrs. Gundy Schafer en-

tertained with a picnic lunch, 
on Sunday, honoring Mr. and 
Mrs. Jesse Hayward and Mrs. 
John Schafer of Michigan.

From the Files of 1936
Ralph H. Saunders is the new 
minister at the First Chris-
tian Church in Cullman. He 
is a native of Savannah, Geor-
gia.
	 Mr. and Mrs. Bertis 
Rascoe are building a new 

home in West Cullman.
	 From January 1, 1935 to 
June 30, 1935, there were 198 
marriage licenses issued in 
Cullman County.
	 A Hartford man was paid 
12 cents a pound for the first 
bale of cotton ginned in Cull-
man County.
	 Doctor Byron Gibson, 
of Barberville, Kentucky, 
attended the funeral of his 
aunt, Miss Katherine Gurley, 
on Monday.

HISTORY

Files from Yesteryear: 1930, 1936
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POET'S CORNER

I thought about asking you to
write poetry.

On dimly lit nights or sunny
days when butterfly’s fly.

When snow has fallen, and we
are snug inside and birds sing

and emotions flow.

And then I was certain that none
of this is necessary for you.

Watching you rise or lie, seeing you

in the ocean breeze or dry autumn
fields beneath blue skies,

telling me that in you are a muse
of a different kind.

You are an azure canvas with wisps
of smoky clouds,

the artist’s brush creating scenes
for the eyes to behold.

A musical score that calls the world
to peace,

a lease of God’s gift to me.

Just as the crackling colored leaves 
of fall beneath my feet.

Ice sickles dripping when winter’s
sun appears.

The beauty of the dogwoods I long to
see in spring,

and everything of summer’s green.

You are a poem to me.

You Are A Poem | By: Randy C. Hale

COMMUNITY MATTERS
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Bill Smith Used CarsBill Smith Used Cars
2018 GMC 

SIERRA 1500 SLT

$39,897
STK#120660

2017 CHEVROLET 
TAHOE

$39,987
STK#147137

2018 GMC 
SIERRA 1500

$41,897
STK#539766

2016 KIA 
SPORTAGE

$17,897
STK#18404C

2016 FORD 
EXPEDITION

$31,897

2018 CADILLAC 
ESCALADE ESV

$49,897
STK#105905

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1915 SECOND AVE. NW
CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-735-2898

2007 HONDA CR-V

$9,897
STK#18822A

$37,897
STK#723609

2015 JEEP WRANGLER 
UNLIMITED

$23,897
STK#24082A

2017 JEEP 
RENEGADE

2017 GMC ACADIA

$31,987
STK#01300

$23,897
STK#01344

2019 NISSAN 
ALTIMA

2018 HONDA CIVIC 
HATCHBACK

$24,897
STK#01336

$24,287
STK#28345A

2019 BUICK 
ENCORE

2019 GMC TERRAIN

$26,897
STK#01352

$24,897
STK#01337

2019 FORD FUSION

STK#01304

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Events (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Commission on 
Aging has planned some 
exciting new events for this 
month, starting off with the 
Senior Easter Egg Hunt on 
Wednesday, April 13. It will 
start at 10 a.m. at Sportsman 
Lake Veterans Memorial, 
with 1,000 eggs to hunt and 
candy provided by Kindred 
Hospice. The event will begin 
with a devotion by Pastor 
Tim Collier of Lonesome 
Dove Cowboy Church. 
	 The Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office will be pro-
viding hamburgers and hot-
dogs. Encompass Health and 
Southern Care will also be 
giving out chips and bottled 
water.
	 Seniors are encouraged 
to bring lawn chairs. The 
County Commissioners will 
also be in attendance. Garry 
Marchman will be handing 
out Moonpies, and Chairman 
Jeff Clemons will be award-
ing a cash prize to the person 
who finds the prize egg. 
	 Director Stephanie 
Lawson is expecting around 
200 to show.
	 “It’s still hard to know 
at this point, still coming 
back from COVID. Our very 
first come together would’ve 
been last September with the 

Health Fair and we didn’t see 
too many people come out for 
that.
	 “We saw more come out 
at Ocktoberfest, and we had 
a pretty good crowd at the 
Senior Fair Day, both of those 
are outside.
	 “Going into this Easter 
egg hunt, we’re preparing for 
150-200 folks, but if we only 
have a hundred that’s OK 
too.”

	 The Senior Fishing Day 
will be held at Veterans Park 
in Hanceville on April 22. 
Registration starts at 8 a.m. 
and weigh-in is at 11 a.m. Tro-
phies will be presented to first 
place, Big Fish, Oldest Man 
in Attendance and Oldest 
Woman in Attendance.
	 There will be a limit of 
five fish to take home. The 
event is made possible thanks 
to sponsors Mayor Kenneth 

Nail, Hanceville Park & 
Recreation, District Attor-
ney Wilson Blaylock, Com-
mission Garry Marchman, 
Southern Care Hospice and 
the Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office. 
	 The seven full-time 
senior centers in Cullman 
County will be closed for each 
of the events. “Each time we 
have an event like this, we 
shut our full-time centers 

down and everybody goes to 
the event.
	 “We work with C.A.R.T.S 
in transporting folks that 
ride C.A.R.T.S to our full-time 
centers, and we work with 
them to pick those folks up 
and bring them to the differ-
ent events,” said Lawson.
	 The full-time senior cen-
ters open at 8 a.m. and serve 
lunch at 11:30 a.m. The cen-
ters host various games every 

day including bingo with 
Encompass Health, Southern 
Care, Moss Service Funeral 
Home and several different 
organizations that support 
the seniors.
	 The Cullman Center has 
karaoke every other Thurs-
day and Gospel singing on 
Fridays. Attendance is cur-
rently down, so seniors are 
encouraged to join and invite 
their friends to the center. 

SPRING POND STOCKING

CHAMBERS FARM & GARDEN SUPPLY

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 9:00  AM

TO RESERVE YOUR

FISH EARLY CALL

256-878-4111

Alabama Fish and Pond

MON-FRI 7:30-6  �  SAT 7:30-4

Hwy 278  404  M�Nabb D�� SW

C�llman, AL 35055  �  256-734-3894




