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Jump into 
summer 

with Jenny! Jenny
CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
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CULLMAN COUNTY, Ala. 
— In Alabama last year, there 
were three racoons tested 
by the Alabama Department 
of Public Health found to be 
positive for rabies. Another 

rabid racoon case in Cullman 
County in July of 2021 caused 
a few individuals to have to 
go through post exposure 
prophylaxis treatment. If a 
person is bitten by an animal 
with rabies or suspects they 
may have been exposed to 
the disease, they should get 

treatment as soon as possi-
ble. It usually takes one-three 
months for a person to start 
exhibiting symptoms, but 
symptoms can present any-
time between a few days and 
even years after exposure. If 
symptoms develop, rabies is 
fatal. 

 Cullman resident Heath-
er Johnson recounts her en-
counter with a rabid raccoon. 
During her encounter, she 
wasn’t bitten, but scratched. 
In the case of scratching, 
it is equally important to 
receive treatment because 
rabid racoons may lick their 

paws, getting saliva on their 
claws which can spread the 
disease. When Johnson hap-
pened upon the racoon, she 
first heard a high-pitched 
screeching sound alerting her 
of its presence. “I had never 
heard anything like it,” she 
said. Not recog-

Cullman County sees several rabies cases in 
2021; annual rabies clinic scheduled June 4

» PAGE 9
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
Hanceville Public Library, lo-
cated in downtown Hancev-
ille, held a grand re-opening 
on Wednesday to show off 
their newly completed Read-
ing Garden, featuring bench-
es with umbrellas for atten-
dants to read outside. There 
are also recently completely 
flowerbeds planted along 
with various pieces of art 
from children’s books lining 
the walls. The project was fin-
ished with the help of a grant 
from Alabama’s Mountains, 
Rivers and Valley’s RC&D 
Council. The Hanceville City 
Council and Rep-

Hanceville Public Library holds 
grand reopening to exhibit 
completed Reading Garden

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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Librarian Shirley Burden cuts ribbon on new Reading Garden 
with Hanceville City Council and RC&D council

West Elementary School students check out exhibits 
and learn about space exploration at the U.S. Space & 
Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama.

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

» PAGE 7

– EDUCATION –

To infinity and beyond
WES students learn about space with trip to Space & Rocket Center
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CULLMAN COUNTY, Ala. 
— The Cullman County Com-
mission on Aging is on a mis-
sion to enhance and improve 
the lives of the senior popu-
lation throughout the county. 

 As the overseer of the 
county’s seven full-time 
senior centers, the commis-
sion offers many avenues 
of assistance to promote 
well-being of Cullman’s elder 
citizens.
 The commission is re-
sponsible for providing hot 

meals five days a week to its 
full-time centers in Colony, 
Crane Hill, Cullman, Fair-
view, Hanceville, Holly Pond 
and West Point. Served Mon-
days-Fridays, the meals are 
available to seniors for free 
of charge although donations 
are accepted to 

SENIORS

Cullman County Commission on 
Aging does it all for Cullman seniors

» PAGE 5

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Master Garden-
er’s class recently finished a 
14-week class full of learning 
and fellowship. The group 
came up with the idea for a 
beautification project out-
side of the Extension office to 
build together as their class 
came to an end. The design-
ing of the project took about 
three weeks of meeting times 
to complete, starting with 
a few members 

Master Gardener class 
completes beautification 

project outside of Cullman 
County Extension office

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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Lydia Corry, Richard Carpenter, Bill Grimmett, Brad Mitchell, Helen Dunn, Sonya Boyd, and 
Sue Livingston; member Jessica Edwards, not pictured, also contributed to the project

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Wallace State assistant coach Carson Owens, left, 
congratulates Sarah Beth Brake after 
her second home run of the game.

WSCC ATHLETICS
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– WSCC SOFTBALL –
Lions finish among top 8 

teams in the nation, closes 
season with 56-4 record

Cullman County Commission on Aging Director Stephanie 
Lawson, 100-year-old SD Brock, Kim Overton of Crane 
Hill Senior Center, Angie Carter of Fairview Senior 
Center and Evon Fowler of Hanceville Senior Center
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CULLMAN, Ala. — German 
Axe Throwing Company has 
been operating as the original 
ax throwing and mechanical 
bull riding venue in Cullman 
since February of 2021. They 

are currently finishing up 
construction on the exten-
sion of their building located 
at 419 Main Ave. which will 
include a brand-new rage 
room.
	 The rage room is a unique, 
fun place for groups or indi-
viduals to have a cathartic 

experience, releasing emo-
tional tension by smashing 
the items on display. Some 
items for smashing will be 
glass bottles filled with col-
ored powder so participants 
can see the results of their 
demolition. Safety glasses 
and suits to pro-

German Axe Throwing Co. to hold 
grand opening on July 9 to celebrate 
building extension and new rage room

» PAGE 5
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Ashley 
Wilson and her sister-in-law, 
Helen Lewis, chose the Sat-
urday before Mother’s Day 
to hold their first Clothed 
in Cullman fundraiser with 
great intention in 2019. It was 
to be a day for community 
members and Curt’s Closet 
supporters to gather with 
their mothers, families and 
friends.
	 The fundraiser was then 
in limbo during the federal 
shutdown due to the COVID 
pandemic. This year’s event 
was held on an exceptional-
ly bittersweet day, the fifth 
anniversary of Wilson’s pre-
cious son Curt’s untimely 
passing.
	 Upon realizing the date on 
the calendar which this year’s 
event would fall, Wilson said 
she “initially felt that deep 
down pain in my soul that I 
get so often and 

‘CLOTHED IN CULLMAN’
A mother’s pain turned into triumph in her son’s memory

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com
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Ashley Wilson

A local swimmer dives in to celebrate the Hanceville 
Pool’s reopening Saturday morning.

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Hanceville pool reopens 
with new additions and 
renovations
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 Ashley Wilson with Connell Award recipient Cathie Drake
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OUTDOORS
Voters overwhelmingly approve state parks amendment

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
By a wide margin, Alabama 
voters approved the amend-
ment on last Tuesday’s ballot 
to provide as much as $80 
million in funding for im-
provements and enhance-
ments to Alabama’s 21 State 
Parks.
	 “I would like to thank the 
voters of Alabama for their 
overwhelming support of 
our beautiful state parks,” 
said Chris Blankenship, com-
missioner of the Alabama 
Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources. “This 
will give us the funds to make 
much-needed improvements 
to the campgrounds across 
the state, bringing them into 
the 21st century. A lot of our 
campgrounds were built 
when camping was a pop-up 
camper and a tent. We’re way 
past that now with the larger 
motorhomes with three 
air conditioners that need 
50-amp service.
	 “We want to make sure 
we provide for citizens and 
our guests moving forward. 
Our day use areas need some 
new bathroom facilities to 
try to expand the day use in 
our parks. We want to build 
some accessible playgrounds 
so that our citizens of all 
ability types will have the op-
portunity to play at our play-
grounds and enjoy our parks. 
	 “We have parks that don’t 
have cabins.  If people don’t 
have an RV or motorhome, 
they are not able to enjoy our 
parks as much as we would 
like. Our State Parks have 
been very successful the 
last few years under (Direc-
tor) Greg Lein and our new 
Deputy Director Matthew 
Capps. Every dime we make 
at the parks we put back into 
the parks to do good work.”
	 During last weekend’s 
Alabama Conservation Advi-
sory Board meeting at Lake-
point State Park in Eufaula, 
Commissioner Blankenship 
welcomed Governor Kay 
Ivey, who won Tuesday’s Re-
publican nomination with-
out a runoff, to the Board 
meeting and highlighted her 
accomplishments in outdoor 
recreation. 
	 “In the time that Gover-
nor Ivey has been in office, 
we (DCNR) have acquired 
63,000 acres of property 
that has gone into public 
ownership for conservation 
and enjoyment of our citi-
zens forever,” Commissioner 
Blankenship said. “Thank 
you, Governor, for your lead-
ership in allowing ADCNR to 
do good work for the people 
and natural resources of 
Alabama. In my 28 years at 
Conservation, I don’t ever 
remember a governor joining 
us at one of our CAB meet-
ings.”

	 Governor Ivey highlight-
ed the impact outdoor recre-
ation has on Alabama’s econ-
omy as well as reiterating her 
support for State Parks. 
	 “Hunting, fishing, hiking 
and outdoor recreation, as 
managed by the Department 
of Conservation and Natural 
Resources, is a $14 billion, 
with a B, economic driver 
for our state,” Governor 
Ivey said. “That’s especially 
important for rural areas. I 
thank the men and women 
of the DCNR for their hard 
work and their passion that 
they display every day to 
ensure we have fish, wildlife 
and access to public lands 
and waters, both today and 
tomorrow for future gener-
ations. Conservation also 
manages our beautiful Ala-
bama State Parks, many of 
which I’ve had the pleasure 
of visiting. With this bond 
money, we can make the 
needed improvements and 
upgrades to our state parks. 
	 “One thing is for sure, in a 
state like Alabama, folks are 
passionate about hunting, 
fishing and wildlife, and they 
have plenty of opinions of 
how they should be managed. 
Commissioner Blankenship 
and his team do a wonderful 
job of balancing long seasons 
with appropriate bag limits 
to ensure that we don’t over-
harvest the bounty that God 
has blessed us with. Alabama 
is truly a great place to hunt, 
fish, camp, hike and spend 
time in the great outdoors. So, 
y’all keep up the good work 
so that we remain Alabama 
the beautiful. Thank you for 
having me today, and may 
God bless each of you and the 
great state of Alabama.”
	 State Parks recently held 
ribbon cuttings at several 
parks, including Cathedral 
Caverns, where a new camp-
ground was opened. State 
Parks worked with the Ala-
bama Department of Envi-
ronmental Management to 
use rubberized asphalt to 
pave roads and parking lots at 
Guntersville State Park. 
	 The Joe Wheeler State 
Park campgrounds that were 
destroyed by a tornado in 
2019 have reopened, and a 
project at DeSoto Falls in-
cluded dredging an area of 
the river there and a new 
beach for the day-use area. 
The rubberized asphalt will 
be used to pave the roads and 
parking lots at the day-use 
area. Also, all 1,300 overnight 
units at State Parks received 
new mattresses.
	 “We also recently cele-
brated an addition of 1,650 
acres (Belcher Tract) at Oak 
Mountain State Park, the 
largest park in our system, 
right there in fast-growing 
Shelby County,” Commis-
sioner Blankenship added. 
“That was monumental. That 
was purchased by the Forev-

er Wild Land Trust, which is 
managed by State Lands and 
Director Patti McCurdy. You 
don’t get those opportunities 
very often, and I’m thankful 
to the Forever Wild Board for 
moving on that.”
	 Commissioner Blanken-
ship also provided an update 
on the effort to rebuild the 
portion of Gulf State Park 
Pier that was demolished by 
Hurricane Sally in 2020. The 
bids to do the work far ex-
ceeded expectations from the 
engineers.
	 “We thought the bids 
would come in between $4 
million and $6 million; that 
was the estimated range from 
the engineering firm,” he 
said. “The lowest bid ended 
up being $12.5 million, so it 
was more than twice what 
we thought would be the 
high bid. We’re working with 
FEMA to get approval for 
the new amount. We’re not 
going to be shutting the pier 
down this summer to do the 
construction that we had 
planned. We’ll have to bid 
that again in late summer 
or early fall once we get the 
FEMA approvals.”
	 Alabama’s private recre-
ational red snapper season 
opened Friday for four-day 
weekends (Friday-Monday) 
until the quota of 1.12 mil-
lion pounds is expected to be 
reached. 
	 “Just for information for 
the Board, NOAA Fisher-
ies recently announced the 
South Atlantic red snapper 
season for 2022,” Commis-
sioner Blankenship said. “It 
will be July 8 and 9. That is 
their season—two days. The 
work that Marine Resourc-
es Division Director Scott 
Bannon and Kevin (Anson, 

MRD Head Biologist) and 
their team have done with 
other Gulf states has made 
a huge difference. Had that 
work not taken place, our 
season in the Gulf would 
probably be two days. Our 
season last year was 124 days. 
That just shows tangibly that 
the work they do means so 
much for the economy and 
outdoor recreation in Ala-
bama.”
	 Bannon said Alabama’s 
private recreational anglers 
will have an unusual oppor-
tunity during the Memorial 
Day Weekend to catch three 
of the state’s iconic offshore 
species—red snapper, greater 
amberjack and gray trigger-
fish.
	 Triggerfish and am-
berjack seasons are open 
through May 31. Anglers are 
required to report the harvest 
of all three species through 
the Snapper Check feature on 
the Outdoor AL app.
	 “We call it the trifecta 
weekend for reef fish where 
you can catch all three spe-
cies,” Bannon said. “If you 
plan to come to the Gulf Coast 
this weekend, the boat ramps 
will be congested, which is 
about the nicest word I can 
use. Bring your patience with 
you.
	 “Also, this year, reef fish 
fishermen must have a vent-
ing tool or descending device 
to reduce the number of dead 
discards.”
	 Bannon provided the 
Board with updates on rec-
reational saltwater fishing 
license sales, red snapper 
and a much-improved oyster 
season. More than 140,000 
recreational saltwater licens-
es were purchased for the 
current season.

	 “A lot of people are vis-
iting the Gulf, and a lot of 
people are moving there,” 
Bannon said.
	 “The increase in license 
sales reflects that. The Gulf 
Reef Fish Endorsement ($10 
license) was created three 
years ago. We sold 23,000 
the first year and more than 
doubled to 56,000 the second 
year. That helps identify the 
anglers participating in off-
shore reef fish fishing and 
those funds go directly to 
enhancing and managing off-
shore reef fisheries.”
	 Bannon also highlighted 
the recent work to expand Al-
abama’s already unparalleled 
artificial reef program. About 
1,200 square miles off the 
coast of Alabama is designat-
ed artificial reef zones. The 
reef zones were increased 
about 115 square miles re-
cently with the addition of 
the Christopher M. Blanken-
ship Zone and additions to 
several nearshore reef zones. 
In the overall reef zone com-
plex, MRD deployed 456 25-
foot pyramid modules, 1,203 
juvenile reef fish modules, 
327 circalittoral (nearshore) 
modules and built four new 
inshore reefs.
	 MRD has also spent more 
than $10 million in recent 
years on oyster restoration, 
including the planting of 
cultch material and starting a 
“mounds and furrows” proj-
ect that provides the oysters 
some relief from low-oxygen 
areas on the bottom.
	 “Oysters are not only im-
portant to catch and eat, I call 
them the foundational crit-
ters,” Bannon said. 
	 “In the estuaries, we need 
those oysters. They clean 
the water. They’re a sign of a 

healthy water system. They 
feed other species out there. 
Without oysters, the whole 
system is out of balance.”
	 The success of these 
oyster restoration efforts is 
revealed in the number of 
sacks oyster catchers have 
produced in recent years. The 
harvest went from zero for 
the fall 2018 through spring 
2019 season to 11,333 sacks 
the following year. In the fall 
2020 through spring 2021 
season, 22,070 sacks were 
brought to market. In the 
most recent season, 50,020 
sacks were harvested.  That 
translates into more than $4 
million going into the pock-
ets of the oyster harvesters.
	 “With the grid system, we 
can close one 500-meter area 
at a time,” Bannon said.
	 “Our original harvest es-
timate for 2022 was 22,000 
sacks. We harvested more 
than 50,000 because we could 
keep the catchers moving to 
new areas, and that also keeps 
from overharvesting certain 
areas. They quickly figured 
out the benefit to them and 
the oyster reefs.”
	 On the Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries side, 
the Alabama Legislature 
passed legislation to create 
an enclosure gun deer season. 
It sets the hunting dates for 
those enclosures that opt 
into that season, which will 
be Oct. 15 through Jan. 6.
	 The Board also voted to 
allow the use of turkey decoys 
during the special youth and 
disabled hunting dates. For 
2023 in Zones 1 and 3, those 
dates are March 17 and 18 for 
youth and March 24 for dis-
abled hunts. In Zone 2, the 
dates are March 25 and 26 
and March 31.

David Rainer
Ala. Dept. of Conservation and Nat. Resources

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man’s Annual City versus 
County Blood Drive is quick-
ly approaching and most of 
us meet the requirements 
to participate and stake our 
claim. 
	 On Friday, June 3, city 

donations will be held at Dick 
Sporting Goods and Walmart 
North on U.S. Highway 157. 
The county donation sites 
will be at the Cullman County 
Courthouse and Walmart 
South on Olive St. SW.
	 LifeSouth Communi-
ty Blood Centers reports 
a nationwide blood short-
age, which means there is 

no better time than now 
to donate. Most of us have 
known people in our com-
munity or within our own 
families who have suffered 
the horrors of cancer. Many 
cancer diagnoses require 
blood and platelet transfu-
sions. Donating blood is one 
way we can honor or memori-
alize our loved ones who have 

suffered from cancer. 
	 Many donations go to 
patients who undergo major 
surgical procedures in addi-
tion to people who have suf-
fered major traumas due to 
automobile accidents. 
	 Donors must be age 16 
or older. If age 16, the donor 
will need written parental 
consent. The donor must 

also weigh a minimum of 110 
pounds. All potential donors 
will need to show a photo ID.
	 All donors will receive a 
free cholesterol screening, 
custom T-shirt and Cat-
tlemen’s Association steak 
sandwich.
	 As we wrap up Memorial 
Day celebrations, we have 
the opportunity to pay our 

respect with more than just 
a barbecue. We can donate. 
May each Cullman citizen 
who deems themself as bless-
ed consider blessing another 
by giving blood. 
	 Average Americans are 
never placed in the position 
to be lifesavers. By donating 
blood, we become just that – 
lifesavers. What an honor!

Drive (from Front)
Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CRIME

Multiple individuals arrested on domestic violence; drug-related charges 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
previous week experienced 
several drug-related arrests 
across Cullman County. 
	 Monday, May 23, Cull-
man County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies arrested Jonathan 
Kyle Lay, 31, of Vinemont, at 
the Cullman County Deten-
tion Center for multiple war-
rants, which stemmed from 
an incident reported earlier 
this year. 
	 Lay was charged with: 
Sex Offense/rape - domestic 

violence (two counts) and do-
mestic violence/assault. 
	 Tuesday, May 24, CCSO 
deputies responded to the 
report of a traffic accident in 
the Good Hope area. Upon 
arrival, deputies located 
Saundra Kay Harbison, 57, of 
Cullman on scene.
	 It was determined that 
Harbison had an outstand-
ing warrant. She was placed 
under arrest.
	 A search of her vehicle 
yielded narcotics and para-
phernalia. 
	 Harbison was charged 
with: dangerous drugs/traf-

ficking, possession of danger-
ous drugs, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and larceny/
theft (warrant). 
	 Also on Tuesday, CCSO 
deputies arrested Sharon 
Richardson, 44, of Empire for 
multiple outstanding war-
rants. The charges stemmed 
from a 2019 incident. 
	 Richardson was charged 
with: distribution of danger-
ous drugs, promoting prison 
contraband, using false infor-
mation to avoid arrest, illegal 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia and illegal possession of 
prescription medication.

Staff Reports 
Contributor

Sharon Richardson
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Jonathan Kyle Lay
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Saundra Kay Harbison 
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

OUTDOORALABAMA.COM
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

OOlliivviiaa  LLaaww  ––  EEddiittoorr  
  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr

AAmmyy  LLeeoonnaarrdd  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
SSaarraa  GGllaaddnneeyy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr    --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  
BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  

HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt
MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    

RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe 
at East Side Baptist 
Church, 1111 Third St. 
SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/
face covering.

Baileyton Bargain 
Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station 
next to the town’s park
• Beauty and health 
products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food 
and many everyday 
items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items 
of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation. 
There will be some re-
strictions and product 
limits on the items. 
Cash and checks accept-
ed. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous 
The Grace of God 
group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous has open 
AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Monday and 
Thursday nights from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next 
to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-
347-1097, 256-841-2209 
or 256-708-1340

Church Services- 
Spirit Life Church of 
GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph 
Drive NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Come and pray with 
us or come to receive 
prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 
p.m. Children welcome.
• Friday-Saturday, June 
10-11, 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. -  
Indoor / Outdoor Yard 
Sale.
• Mondays-Fridays- 
Free hot meals for 
children Mondays 11 
a.m. – noon, Tuesdays 
1-2 p.m. and Wednes-
days-Fridays 11 a.m. – 
noon. Cullman Housing 
Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 
256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or 
take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry, 
and Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids 
Birthday Blessings 
serves children ages 1-18 
in need of assistance to 
celebrate their birth-
day. Register your child 
and pick up a birthday 
box with cake mix, 
icing, sprinkles, deco-
rations and toys! Pick 
up is the last weekend 
of the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway 
Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of 
the month at Spirit Life 
Church Cullman from 

12:30-1 p.m.  Birth cer-
tificate is required at 
the time of box pickup. 
Register at https://
f o r m . j o t f o r m . c o m / 
203435614640045. For 
more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478.

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere 
ID. Entrega en su vehí-
culo. Por favor use mas-
carilla.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 12-Step Groups
The Goose Hung High 
Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous - 1st Church 
of Nazarene, 5415 U.S. 
Highway 157, Cullman, 
AL 35058 - CLOSED 
Literature Study, SUN-
DAYS at 3 p.m. - Hand-
icap accessible

CASA volunteer train-
ing
Cullman County CASA 
(court appointed special 
advocates) is looking for 
dedicated volunteers 
to speak up for abused 
and neglected children 
in foster care. They 
need YOUR VOICE! A 
training class will be be-
ginning soon! For more 
information, please 
contact Candace Lingo 
at cullmancountycasa@
msn.com. 

T.O.P.S (Take off 
Pounds Sensibly) 
Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., 
at Cullman Housing 
Authority Communi-
ty Center (1545 Vine 
Circle SW, Cullman, AL 
35055). First meeting 
is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly 
meetings providing 
information, account-
ability, support and en-
couragement where you 
make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship 
for those affected by 
someone else’s addic-
tion. We offer Help by 
sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. 
We carry the message 
of hope by letting others 
know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON 
and changing our own 
attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a reli-
gious one, but a spiri-
tual way of life. Meet-
ings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. Contact 
Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 
or Don or Nancy McK-
enzie 256-736-3327 or 
256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

St. Bernard Prep Ap-
plications Open
St. Bernard Prep is ac-
cepting applications 
for residential and day 
students in grades 7-11.  

Think you can’t afford 
it, think again.  If your 
child qualifies academ-
ically, scholarships and 
financial aid are avail-
able!   Call to schedule 
an appointment today 
at 256-739-6682 or visit 
https://stbernardprep.
com/.

Festhalle Farmers 
Market
• Open Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Satur-
days – 8 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
until October
• Located at 209 First 
Ave. NE, Cullman, AL.

Berlin Farmers 
Market
• Open Saturdays from 
8 a.m. – 1 p.m. until Oc-
tober
• Located at 50 Mt. 
Carmel Drive off U.S. 
Highway 278.

Swamp John’s Dinner 
at St. Andrew’s Meth-
odist Church (Re-
scheduled)
May 31 – St. Andrew’s 
Methodist Church is 
hosting a Swamp John’s 
dinner Tuesday, May 31 
from 4-7 p.m. There will 
be dine-in and carry-out 
options (sponsored 
by Quilter’s Retreat 
Bunch). For more infor-
mation, contact Sondra 
at 256-595-4433.

2022 PALS Beautifi-
cation Award Nomi-
nation Application
• May 31 - The Cullman 
County People Against A 
Littered State is making 
plans to recognize the 
efforts of the many busi-
nesses that work hard to 
make the Cullman area 
a beautiful place for 
everyone to enjoy. The 
PALS Committee is cur-
rently accepting nom-
inations for the 2022 
Beautification Awards. 
All entries and the $25 
fee must be received 
by 3:30 p.m., Tuesday, 
May 31, (P.O. Box 1935, 
Cullman, AL  35056). 
Please take a moment 
to nominate your busi-
ness or a business you 
believe is worthy of con-
sideration. If you are 
especially proud of your 
own landscaping design, 
don’t hesitate to nomi-
nate your own business 
for consideration.  

Competition Rules: 
1. Anyone may nomi-
nate a property worthy 
of a Beautification 
Award. 
2. All entries must be 
received by the PALS 
Committee by 3:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, May 31. 
3. Recipients will be 
named at the Awards 
Ceremony on June 23, 
at Camp Meadowbrook. 
4. All scoring will be 
at the discretion of the 
PALS Committee. Judg-
ing is conducted by a 
qualified panel of judges 
from surrounding coun-
ties and will be based on 
Design; Maintenance; 
General Appearance; 
Litter Control; and 
Planting. 
5. There shall be no con-
tact between any nomi-
nee and judges prior to 
or during judging. 
6. Please note that this 
award is for landscape 
judging only, does not 
apply to building or 

structural renovations. 
7. A $25 nomination 
fee is required upon 
entry. Each nominee 
will receive one com-
plimentary ticket to the 
Beautification Awards 
Luncheon on June 23. 
Send your nomination 
form and fee to: Cull-
man County PALS P.O. 
Box 1935, Cullman, AL 
35056. For more infor-
mation, contact Cher-
rie Haney at cherrie-
haney@bellsouth.net or 
256-531-4222.  

Mount Zion Yard Sale
June 3-4 – Mount Zion 
Methodist Church will 
have a yard sale on 
Friday, June 3 from 8 
a.m. – 2 p.m. and Satur-
day, June 4 from 8 a.m. 
– noon. They are locat-
ed on U.S. Highway 31 
N across from the Cull-
man County Agricultur-
al Center.

Bates Reunion
June 18 – The Bates re-
union will be held Satur-
day, June 18, beginning 
at 10 a.m. at Trimble 
Community Center.

“Heartland Has 
Turned 20” 2022 
Quilt Show sponsored 
by Heartland Quilters 
of Cullman
July 8-9 – This event 
will feature beautiful 
quilts made by Heart-
land members, vendors, 
Guild Challenge 2021 
display, donation quilt 
give away (made with 
turning 20 blocks), 
drawing at 3:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, door prizes 
and free mini demon-
strations. Friday, July 8 
from 1-5 p.m. and Satur-
day, July 9 from 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m. at East Elemen-
tary School (608 Fourth 
Ave. SE, Cullman, AL 
35055). Admission is $7 
per person.

SCHEDULE
Friday
• 2-3 p.m.: Finishing 
Your Quilt with Carol 
McKay
• 3-4 p.m.: Paper Piecing 
with Porsia Anderson

SATURDAY 
• 10-11 a.m.: Selvages- 
Not One Left Behind 
with Sheryl Simpson 
• 11 a.m. - noon: Hand 
Embroidery/Redwork 
with Geraldine Hendrix 
• Noon - 1 p.m.: Making 
Bags with Cheryl John-
son/ Teresa Rogers 
• 1-2 p.m.: Rope Bags 
with Laurie Osborn
• 2-3 p.m.: Bed Turning 
with Jennifer Bridges

Contact: Porsia Ander-
son 256-737-7557, Carol 
McKoy 256-841-2977, 
Geraldine Hendrix 
256-734-8316 or Hazel 
Ruehl 256-339-2224. 
Please join us as we cel-
ebrate 20 years of quilt-
ing!

Cullman County 
Sports Hall of Fame 
Banquet
July 23 – Tickets for the 
Cullman County Sports 
Hall of Fame Banquet 
on July 23 are on sale at 
First Southern Finan-
cial in the South Cull-
man Shopping Center. 
Call 256-737-5120 or 
256-736-4445. Tickets 
are $20 each.

Mo n d a y , 
May 30, 
C O V I D -
19 update 

from the Alabama Depart-
ment of Public Health’s 
COVID-19 Dashboard Hub 
(https://bit.ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
As of May 19, 2022, the 
Overall Levels of Commu-
nity Transmission was re-
moved from the Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard. 
We have added two tabs: 
Community Levels for the 
public and Community 
Transmission Levels for 
healthcare facility use only 
to the Dashboard Hub: 
arcg.is/0brSGj.

Case details* (Updated 
Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday) No Updates 
Available
•	 Positivity in tests in Al-
abama: 12.3%
•	 Confirmed cases in Al-
abama (2020): 387,834
•	 Confirmed cases in Al-
abama (2021): 538,457
•	 Confirmed cases in 
Alabama (2022): 386,146 
(+1,938 since Wednesday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2020): 7,189
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2021): 9,554
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2022) 2,915 
(+7 since Wednesday)
•	 Positivity in tests in 
Cullman Co.: 1.6%
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co. (2020): 
7,567
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co. (2021): 
9,754
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co. (2022): 
7,434 (+25 since Wednes-

day)  
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 128
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2021): 188
•	 Deaths in Cullman 
Co. (2022): 51 (+0 since 
Wednesday)
•	 Total tested in Cull-
man Co. in the last 7 days: 
748
•	 Total tested positive in 
Cullman Co. in the last 7 
days: 12
•	 Total tested in Ala-
bama in the last 7 days: 
25,540
•	 Total positive tests in 
Alabama in the last 7 days: 
3,151
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 125

Vaccine details (updated 
Tuesday and Thursday) 
No update available
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 9,520,395 
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 4,864,065
•	 Doses administered: 
5,995,427
•	 Additional doses ad-
ministered: 831,353
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
2,872,094
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine 
series: 2,371,664
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral programs: 4,663,530

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 
1b and 1c (including those 
12 and older) are now eligi-
ble to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
covid19vaccine/assets/
adph-covid19-vaccina-
tion-allocation-plan.pdf/.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 
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HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Wallace State anglers Bryar 
Chambers and Clent Black-
wood have fished together as 
the college’s top duo for two 
seasons.
	 The talented pair secured 
their first major champion-
ship on Friday. 
	 Chambers and Black-
wood are the 2022 BoatUS 
Collegiate BASS Fishing Na-
tional Champions presented 
by BASS Pro Shops after an 
impressive two-day run at 
Pickwick Lake.
	 Chambers and Black-
wood finished with a two-
day total of 10 fish, weighing 
46.91 pounds, finishing di-
rectly ahead of teams from 
Auburn University, Drury 
University and East Carolina 
University.
	 They opened the event 
with five fish, weighing 23.66 
pounds, and nearly matched 
that total on the second day.
	 “It’s a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to go out 
and win a championship. It 
makes all the time we spend 
on the water worth it. There’s 
not much more we could ask 
for,” said Chambers, a Fair-
view native. “It feels awe-
some to win an event on this 
circuit.”
	 Added Blackwood: 

“There are no words to ad-
equately describe the emo-
tions.
	 “You go through a tour-
nament and experience the 
ups and downs and hope you 
did enough. We’re thrilled.”
	 Blackwood is a resident 
of Logan and fished for West 
Point High.
	 Both Chambers and 
Blackwood added they en-
tered the tournament believ-
ing they had an advantage 
because of their familiarity 
with a body of water located 
a little more than 100 miles 
from Wallace State.
	 They’ll continuing fish-
ing in the Collegiate Series 
on June 10-11 at Saginaw Bay 
in Bay City, Michigan. Last 
June, the duo led after the 
opening day at Saginaw Bay.
	 “We didn’t want to repeat 
at Pickwick what happened 
to us last year at Saginaw Bay. 
That makes the champion-
ship even more satisfying. 
We took control and didn’t 
put too much pressure on 
ourselves,” Blackwood said.
	 Wallace State’s BASS fish-
ing team began competing 
approximately 10 years ago, 
and the club has consistently 
sent members to the college 
series national champion-
ships since. 
	 For more information 
about Wallace State, visit 
www.wallacestate.edu

Wallace State anglers Bryar Chambers, Clent Blackwood 
win 2022 BoatUS Collegiate BASS Fishing Championship
Russell Moore
WSCC

Clent Blackwood, left, and Bryar Chambers won the 2022 BoatUS Collegiate BASS Fishing Championship at Pickwick Lake this week.
WALLACE STATE

HOOVER, Ala. — Alabama 
baseball’s run in the 2022 
SEC Tournament came to an 
end on Saturday at Hoover 
Metropolitan Stadium as the 
Crimson Tide fell to Florida, 
11-6. The Tide finished 2-2 in 
the league’s postseason tour-
ney and sits at 31-27 overall 
on the season.
	 Florida jumped out front 
early with a four-run first, 
but Alabama answered with 
four runs of their own to set 
things even after one. The 
Gators added one run apiece 
in the second and third with 
UA posting two in the home 
half of the third to make it 
a 6-6 ballgame. Florida re-
gained the lead with one in 
the sixth before a four-run 
ninth put things out of reach 
for an 11-6 final.
	 Alabama’s offense totaled 
10 hits, including two dou-
bles and a pair of home runs, 
to keep pace with UF until 
the ninth. Zane Denton led 
the Tide in RBI with three 
as part of his 1-for-3 day that 
included a home run and one 
run scored.
	 Also homering was Drew 

Williamson as the senior fin-
ished 2-for-3 with two walks 
to go with a pair of RBI and 
two runs scored. Caden Rose 
led the Tide in hits at 3-for-
5 with a double and one run 
scored.
	 Jake Leger (1-1) suffered 
the loss despite a strong 
outing out of the pen. The 
junior entered in the second 
and proceeded to toss a sea-
son-high tying 4.0 innings, 
allowing two runs on four 
hits and two walks with two 
strikeouts. Florida reliever 
Nick Ficarrotta (4-0) picked 
up the win, working the final 
6.1 scoreless frames.

From Head Coach Brad 
Bohannon
“It was a really hard-fought 
loss for us today. Hats off 
to Florida’s offense – really 
tough lineup, especially the 
top five or six hitters, really 
challenging. I’m really proud 
of the fight our guys showed. 
We gave up the four spot in 
the first and came right back 
and scored.
	 “That’s been the one 
thing that’s been consistent 
about our team this year is 
that they really leave it all on 
the field and give us every-

thing they have.
	 “We just couldn’t quite 
do enough out of the bullpen 
today. It’s our seventh game 
in 10 days against a top-25 
opponent, and that’s a chal-
lenge for any team.”

How it happened
•	 T1 | The Gators used four 
hits, a walk and a hit-by-pitch 
to score four, highlighted 
by a solo homer from Wyatt 
Langford. (4-0, Florida)
•	 B1 | Caden Rose led 
things off with a double and 
moved to third on an infield 
groundout. Rose would come 
across to score in the next 
at-bat thanks to an RBI-sin-
gle from Dominic Tamez. A 
walk to Drew Williamson 
then put two aboard for Zane 
Denton. The Tide third base-
man capitalized on the op-
portunity, evening things up 
with a three-run home run to 
right-center. (4-4)
•	 T2 | Langford led off the 
inning with his second home 
run of the day. (5-4, Florida)
•	 T3 | A groundout to first 
with runners in scoring posi-
tion added one more for UF. 
(6-4, Florida)
•	 B3 | William Hamiter sin-
gled to start the inning and 

came home one out later on a 
two-run home run from Wil-
liamson. (6-6)
•	 T6 | With runners on the 
corners, a 1-6-3 double play 
cut down two but allowed the 
go-ahead run to cross for the 
Gators. (7-6, Florida)
•	 T9 | Florida used two hits 
and a walk to add four more, 
including a Mac Guscette 
three-run home run. (11-6, 
Florida)

Postgame notes
•	 Jake Leger matched his 
season-high total for innings 
pitched with 4.0. Leger also 

had 4.0 at Ole Miss on April 9.
•	 Caden Rose tied his ca-
reer-high total for hits with 
another three-hit perfor-
mance in Hoover. Rose led 
the Crimson Tide offense 
in the SEC Tournament, 
batting .438 (7-16) with two 
doubles, a triple, two RBI, six 
runs and three walks.
•	 Rose has reached base 
safely in 18 straight games 
dating back to April 25 
against Georgia.
•	 Jim Jarvis has reached 
base in 16 straight games 
dating back to April 28 at 
South Carolina.

	 Alabama will now wait 
on Monday’s NCAA Tourna-
ment selection show to find 
out if the Crimson Tide’s 
2022 campaign will contin-
ue. The postseason bracket 
will be revealed live at 11 a.m. 
on ESPN2.

Get all the latest information 
on the team by following @
AlabmaBSB on Twitter and 
Instagram and on Facebook 
at Alabama Baseball. General 
athletic news can be found at 
UA_Athletics on Twitter and 
Instagram and AlabamaAth-
letics on Facebook.

SEC Tournament run ends for Alabama with 11-6 loss to Florida
Alex Thompson
UA Athletics

The Crimson Tide fell to Florida 11-6 in the SEC Tournament Saturday.
UA ATHLETICS

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. – 
Highlighted by once again 
kicking off the year in the 
national spotlight, the UAB 
football team will play its 
2022 schedule on three 
networks throughout the 
season.
	 The Blazers have four 
games on CBS Sports Net-
work, including the season 
opener against Alabama 
A&M on Sept. 1 at Protective 
Stadium. Kickoff against the 
Bulldogs has been scheduled 
for 7 p.m.
	 UAB’s other three games 
on CBS Sports Network are 
all away: at WKU (Oct. 21 at 
7 p.m.), at Florida Atlantic 
(Oct. 29 at 6 p.m.) and at Lou-
isiana Tech (Nov. 26 at 2:30 
p.m.).
	 Stadium will broadcast 
UAB’s five remaining home 
games with kickoff set for 
2:30 p.m. for all of them. 
Those games include Georgia 
Southern (Sept. 17), Middle 
Tennessee (Oct. 8), Charlotte 
(Oct. 15), UTSA (Nov. 5) and 
North Texas (Nov. 12).
	 The ESPN family of 
networks have UAB’s three 

remaining contests. UAB’s 
games at Liberty (Sept. 10 
at 5 p.m.) and at Rice (Oct. 
1 at 6:30 p.m.) are slated for 
ESPN+, while the game at 
LSU on Nov. 19 is still TBA.
	 Season tickets for the 
2022 UAB Football season 
are now available starting as 
low as $90.
	 Season ticket packag-
es will feature all six home 
games and provide the most 
cost-effective way to attend 
games during the second 
season at Protective Stadi-
um.
	 For more information 
about season ticket pricing, 
call the UAB Athletics Ticket 
Office at 205-975-UAB1.
	 Discounted group tickets 
and fan experience packages 
for the 2022 season were also 
recently announced and will 
be available for a minimum 
purchase of 15 tickets to any 
home football game.
	 Groups are encouraged 
to fill out the UAB Football 
Group Ticket Request Form 
for priority registration 
when group tickets go on sale 
June 1, 2022.

UAB FOOTBALL 
TV SCHEDULE 

•	 Sept. 1 – Alabama A&M – 
7 p.m. – CBS Sports Network

•	 Sept. 10 – at Liberty – 5 
p.m. – ESPN+

•	 Sept. 17 – Georgia South-
ern – 2:30 p.m. – Stadium

•	 Oct. 1 – at Rice – 6:30 p.m. 
– ESPN+

•	 Oct. 8 – Middle Tennes-
see – 2:30 p.m. – Stadium

•	 Oct. 15 – Charlotte – 2:30 
p.m. – Stadium

•	 Oct. 21 – at WKU – 7 p.m. 
– CBS Sports Network

•	 Oct. 29 – at Florida At-
lantic – 6 p.m. – CBS Sports 
Network

•	 Nov. 5 – UTSA – 2:30 p.m. 
– Stadium

•	 Nov. 12 – North Texas – 
2:30 p.m. – Stadium

•	 Nov. 19 – at LSU – TBA – 
TBA

•	 Nov. 26 – at Louisiana 
Tech – 2:30 p.m. – CBS Sports 
Network

UAB Football TV schedule and kick times announced
Ted Feeley
UAB Athletics

UAB will open the 2022 season at home against Alabama A&M Sept. 1.
UAB ATHLETICS
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TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Saturday was a big day for 
swimmers in Hanceville. 
The Hanceville Pool officially 
reopened at C.W. Day Park 
Saturday morning with some 
new additions and renova-
tions for locals to enjoy.
	 Chris Johnson, Hancev-
ille’s Pool manager, talked 
about the decision to reno-
vate the pool, and add some 
more things to it as well. He’s 
really happy that the pool is 
open again.
	 “We decided, during the 
offseason, that we wanted to 
try and update it a little bit,” 
Johnson said. “We wanted to 
try and bring more people in 
from out of town, make the 
community happier by bring-
ing in some new features, 
something that they hadn’t 
seen before.
	 “We wanted to try and 
breathe new life into the 
pool a little bit. I’m extreme-
ly happy to see the pool back 
open. We have put in a lot of 
work into it over the offsea-
son, from completely drain-
ing it, to redoing, resurfacing 
things, and repainting. It’s 
been a labor of love and we’re 
extremely happy that we’re 
finally able to open it for the 
public to see.”
	 The pool has some new 
additions and Johnson is 
really excited about them.
	 “This year, we’ve com-
pletely repainted, and we’ve 
fixed a lot on the kiddie pool. 
That’s something that it’s an 
ongoing issue for a couple of 
years.
	 “We finally were able to 
get it fixed, so we’re looking 
at, hopefully, the next couple 
of days to finally have that 
open and running again,” 
Johnson said.
	 “We’ve actually got a 
brand-new diving board that 
we just replaced and also, our 
brand-new diving platform 
that we built, and somewhat 
of a high-style jumping plat-
form for everybody to enjoy.”
	 There are three different 
price ranges at the pool.
	 “Three dollars is for our 
young kids, as well as our 
seniors, and also, your home-
town heroes: the military, 
first responders, medical, and 
teachers,” Johnson said. 
	 “Four dollars is going to 
be for younger kids, the tod-
dlers up to early teens. It’ll be 
five dollars for the adult gen-
eral-type admission.”
	 Assistant Manager Chan-
dler Brown is really excited 
to see the pool open back up 
and hopes the new improve-
ments will help bring in more 
people to enjoy it.
	 “I’m really excited. We’ve 
made a lot of improvements 
this year. We’ve put in new 
mirrors and new lights.
	 “We painted everything 
and we deep-cleaned really 
well, so I’m really excited to 
see how much this progresses 
us,” Brown said.
	 “I think the new improve-
ments will make it a safer 
place for people to come hang 
out and bring their kids be-
cause you don’t want to bring 

your kids somewhere that’s 
not clean, so I think that it’ll 
help bring in more people.”
	 Brown continued, “After 
the lifeguards got certified, 
which was about three weeks 
ago, we started working on 
this,” Brown said. “We’ve 
pretty much been up here 
every day, just working from 
9 a.m.- 5 p.m. getting every-
thing ready. It took about 
two-and-a-half weeks.” 
	 Assistant Manager Ella 
Absher had trouble contain-
ing her excitement about the 

pool opening back up and 
she believes that the new ad-
ditions will help bring more 
people to the pool as well. 
	 “I’m ecastic. I’ve worked 
here for about four years, and 
this is the absolute best it’s 
ever looked in the entire time 
I’ve worked here,” Absher 
said. “I’m so happy that it’s 
open and that we’ve got so 
much. Everything is new and 
clean; it looks great. I hope 
these new additions helps 
bring a lot of people because 
this is a good family pool. 

We’ve had tons of people 
come in just because it’s the 
Hanceville Pool. They want 
to come and support Hancev-
ille, but I’m hoping, with our 
new additions, that it brings 
in a lot more people because 
our pool, honestly, I believe, 
is one of the best.”
	 Absher works with a 
bunch of great people at the 
pool, and she had nothing 
but good things to say about 
them.
	 “I think, almost all of us, 
have a really good work ethic 

and we want to be here,” 
Absher said. “We’re willing to 
put in the hard hours and do 
all of the hard things to make 
this pool the best that it can 
be.”
	 Ryan Davis, along with 
the others, is happy to see it 
open back up and he hopes 
that the new additions will 
bring in some more people. 
	 “I’m really happy to see 
the pool open back up. We’ve 
put a lot of work into it. I think 
we finally got it presentable,” 
Davis said. “It was looking a 

little bit not so great last year, 
but we fixed it up because 
Chris came in and got every-
thing going. I think people 
will see how much hard work 
we’ve put into it, and they’ll 
appreciate what we’re doing 
for the city. I can’t speak for 
everybody, but most people 
here went to school together. 
We’re all about the same age, 
so we all get along.”
	 Hanceville Pool will be 
open Monday - Saturday 
from 10 a.m.- 6 p.m. and 
Sunday from noon-6 p.m.

Pool (from Front)
Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

tect clothing will be provided.
	 They plan to hold a grand 
opening on Saturday, July 9 
to welcome the public to the 
new and improved space. 
Kayla Reel said that it will be 
a big event, “We’re going to 
have live music, hope to have 
a food truck, maybe a car 
show outside.”
	 The extension will allow 
more people in the communi-
ty to experience the destruc-
tive fun.
	 The construction has al-
lowed for a new entrance to 
the building where customers 
can get a first view of “Fancy” 
the mechanical bull, foosball 
tables, a golf simulator and 
a stage where live music and 
karaoke will be performed.
	 Parties interested in ax 
throwing can walk in or re-
serve on https://germanaxe-
throwing.com/ to be sure to 
have a lane to use.
	 Groups can include up 
to eight people. German Axe 

Throwing Co. hosts every 
kind of group including fam-
ilies, church groups, birthday 
parties, couples on dates, etc. 

For those who want to 
earn points to win a game 
rather than throwing axes 
at random, German Axe 
Throwing Company posted 
the following rules:

“At German Axe – we gen-
erally don’t take ourselves 
too seriously. Any day we’re 
throwing axes into targets is 
a good day! But for those that 
choose to play by the rules – 
here’s how you score. 

•	 Each individual match 
consists of 10 throws/com-
petitor

•	 The black line awards 
points associated with the 
ring

•	 6 points for the bullseye

•	 4 points for the 2nd ring

•	 3 points for the 3rd ring

•	 2 points for the 4th ring

•	 1 point for the 5th ring

•	 10 points for the blue dots, 
also known as the ‘kill shot’

•	 The kill shot is only avail-
able on the 10th and final 
throw of the match. Other-
wise, the blue dots are worth 
1 point”

Reel said there is no spe-
cial technique to hitting 
the target, “Just chunk it 
and have fun,” she said. The 
weekend glow throws start at 
9 p.m. through midnight. Par-
ties are also allowed to bring 
their own beer. 
	 To view prices, visit 
https://germanaxethrowing.
com/.

Opening (from Front)

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

Obituary Announcements: May 28-30
Christopher Deon 
Lang, 48, of Hanceville
Funeral service for 
Christopher Deon Lang, 
48, of Hanceville will be 
at 2 p.m., Wednesday, 
June 1, at Renovation 
Church with interment 
in Flint Creek Baptist 
Cemetery. Visitation 
will be at the church 
from noon – 2 p.m. 
prior to the service. 
Cullman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. Mr. 
Lang passed away May 
27, at his residence. 
He was born Oct. 1, 
1973.  He loved Jeeps, 
guns and kayaking and 
especially loved his 
boys and family. He was 
preceded in death by 
his grandparents: Paul 
and Laverne Lemmon. 
Survivors include his 
father: Billy Lang; 
mother: Paulette Lang; 
sons: C.J. Lang and 
Grant (Stormy) Lang; 
brother: Adam Lang; 
sisters: Tina (Jeff ) 
Drake and Amber Lang 
(Brian); special friends: 
Jason Buckelew and 
Scott Barnett and a host 
of family and friends.
 
Huey Franklin 
Johnston, 87, 
of Cullman
Memorial service 
is incomplete at 
this time for Huey 
Franklin Johnston, 
87, of Cullman. 
Cullman Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. Mr. 
Johnston passed away 

Saturday, May 28, at 
his residence.  He was 
born Aug. 1, 1934, to 
Benjamin Franklin and 
Alethi Day Johnston. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents; 
wife: Jessie Johnston; 
son: Kenneth Johnston 
and daughter-in-
law: Kathy Johnston. 
Survivors include 
his sons: Tommy 
(Susan) Johnston 
and James Johnston; 
grandchildren: Huey 
E. Johnston, Brian 
Johnston, Crystal 
Easters and Sarah 
Herndon; great-
g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Patience Carden, James 
Johnston, Alawna 
and Deric Easters 
and Nova Johnston; 
family and friends.
 
Courtney Albert 
Plater II, 67, of Eva
Courtney Albert Plater 
II, age 67, of Eva, passed 
away Sunday, May 29, 
at Cullman Regional. 
He was born, Dec. 
22, 1954, in Saginaw, 
Michigan. He was a 
software engineer in 
the defense field. He 
was a gun enthusiast, 
who loved hunting and 
fishing. He loved living 
in Eva, Alabama, baking 
bread and his beagle. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents: 
Courtney and Norma 
Plater and sister: 
Luci Plater. Survivors 
include three brothers; 
one sister and a host 
of nieces, nephews, 

family and friends. 
A memorial service 
will be in Saginaw, 
Michigan at a later date.

Barbara Anne 
Jones, 77, of Jasper
Barbara Anne Jones, 
age 77, of Jasper, 
Alabama passed away 
at home Saturday, 
May 28. Barbara was 
born Oct. 8, 1944, 
in Apopka, Florida. 
Barbara is survived by 
her daughter: Tammy 
Kaye (Joseph) Morales 
and her daughter 
Rhonda Anne Stone; 
her brother: Charles 
Alfred Reid; her sister: 
Anita Louise Reid; her 
granddaughter: Crystal 
Cagle; her grandson: 
Ricky Cagle and her 
g r e a t - g r a n d s o n s : 
Quentin Bryant, 
Kileigh Bryant II, 
Kacey Bryant, Clayton 
Cagle and Gabe Cagle. 
She was preceded in 
death by her husband: 
Ronald W. Rawls. A 
celebration of life 
visitation for Barbara 
will be held Thursday, 
June 2, from 11:30 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. A celebration 
of life funeral service 
will occur Thursday, 
June 2, at 12:30 p.m. A 
graveside service will 
occur Thursday, June 
2, at Cullman City 
Cemetery (812 Ninth 
Ave. SW, Cullman, 
Alabama 35055). 

Carolyn Francis 
Carden, 78, 
of Cullman

Carolyn Francis 
Carden, age 78, of 
Cullman, died Friday, 
May 27. She is survived 
by her children: Terry 
Campbell, Darren 
Campbell (Angie) 
and Christy Witcher 
(Mitch); brother: 
Gary Chandler; sister: 
Hilda Thompson; 
grandchildren: Cassie 
Riley (Hunter), 
Lexie Burdette, Lillie 
Burdette, Darana 
Calvert (Austin), 
Dathan Campbell, 
Peaches Campbell, 
Logan Campbell, Josh 
Bagwell (Ashton) and 
Ivey Campbell; great-
grandchildren: Raeleigh 
Clowers, Colson 
Riley, Striker Calvert, 
Tucker Campbell, Ava 
Campbell, Jed Bagwell 
and Kainan Bagwell 
and a host of nieces, 
nephews, other family 
members and friends.
The family received 
friends Sunday, May 
29, from 2 p.m. until the 
celebration of Carolyn’s 
life that began at 4 
p.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home. Burial 
will follow in Walker 
Methodist Cemetery.

Carl Edward Legg, 
89, of Cullman
Carl Edward Legg, 89, 
of Cullman, Alabama, 
passed away May 27. 
He was born Nov. 
20, 1932, in Morgan 
County, Alabama, to 
James Richard and 
Stella Wilhite Legg.Mr. 
Legg was a member 

of Welcome Baptist 
Church where he 
and his wife enjoyed 
worshipping with their 
brothers and sisters 
in Christ. Carl was a 
veteran of the United 
States Air Force, and 
he served his country 
honorably in the 
Korean War. We are 
very grateful for the 
service and sacrifice 
that Mr. Legg made for 
each one of us, and for 
our nation. Carl leaves 
behind a legacy of honor 
and generosity. His love 
for his God, family, 
friends, neighbors and 
country can easily be 
seen in the life he lived. 
Carl was loved by many, 
and he will be missed 
greatly. Mr. Legg is 
preceded in death by 
his parents; brothers: 
Luke Legg and Lewis 
Legg; sister: Ethel Eddy 
Morris; son-in-law: Jim 
Schrock and brother-
in-law: Will Cottrell. He 
is survived by his wife: 
Dorothy Allen Widner 
Legg; son: Steven Legg 
(Debbie); daughters: 
Debbie Schrock and 
Donna Legg; sister: 
Ruth Cottrell; six 
grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren.
Funeral services for 
Mr. Legg are 2 p.m., 
Wednesday, June 1, 
at Welcome Baptist 
Church, with Bro. Jerry 
Lake officiating. Carl 
will lie in state from 
1 p.m., until services 
begin. Burial will follow 
in Etha Cemetery. 

Friends are invited to 
visit with the family 
on Tuesday evening, 
May 31, in the Holly 
Pond Funeral Home 
Chapel, from 6-8 p.m. 
In lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a 
donation to Welcome 
Baptist Church in 
memory of Carl. 
Holly Pond Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Legg family.

Phillip M. Massey, 
72, of Hanceville
Funeral service for 
Phillip M. Massey, age 
72, of Hanceville, will 
be at 1 p.m. Tuesday, 
May 31, at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home. Visitation will be 
from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. prior 
to the service.Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
a r r a n g e m e n t s . M r . 
Massey passed away 
Wednesday, May 25. 
He was born Feb. 25, 
1950, to Bernie and 
Dora Massey. He was 
preceded in death 
by his parents and 
wife: Vicky Massey.
Survivors include 
his daughter: Janice 
(Richard) Sulyma; 
sons: Steven (Jennifer) 
Massey and David 
Massey; grandchildren: 
Ashlynn Massey, Gabe 
Massey, Kennedie 
Sulyma, Reece Sulyma 
and Chase (Ashlynn) 
Sulyma; brother: Edwin 
(Martha) Massey and 
nieces: Julie Massey 
and Sheila Mitchell.

Cole Sikes
Contributor

LIFESTYLE

How to respond to product recalls
AUBURN UNIVERSITY, 
Ala. — Product recalls are 
unpredictable and can be a 
hazard to you or your family. 
Staying up to date on the 
latest news regarding con-
taminated foods, drugs and 
other products can help pre-
vent health concerns.

Where should I start?
According to Alabama Co-
operative Extension System 
Regional Agent Janet John-
son, the first step when re-
sponding to a product recall 
is checking to see if you own 
that product.
	 Typically, the issuing 
company will list the item 
and give specific information 
pertaining to it.
	 This may include the 
name of the product as well 
as specific lot numbers.
	 These numbers allow for 
the identification of which 
plant or factory the product 
is from.
	 “If a consumer has the 
specific product, discontinue 

its use and discard it,” said 
Johnson, who works in the 
food safety and quality pro-
gram area. “Depending on the 
recalled item, some products 
may have an extended shelf 
life. So, don’t think it could 
just be a recently produced or 
purchased product.”

Recall resources
The United States Food and 
Drug Administration website 
contains an online database 
(https://www.fda.gov/safety/
recalls-market-withdraw-
als-safety-alerts) of recalls, 
market withdrawals and 
safety alerts of all FDA-regu-
lated products.
	 This list updates fre-
quently and can search prod-
ucts by name brand and type. 
For any product with a longer 
shelf life, consumers may 
access this archive.
	 This journal helps with 
any recalls that go into an 
archive after three years and 
are no longer available on the 
FDA website.

What’s next?
After discarding the product, 

Johnson says it is imperative 
to clean and sanitize any sur-
faces that might have come in 
contact with the contaminat-
ed product.
	 This practice will ensure 
that future persons or items 
will not be subject to contam-
ination as well.
	 If you or someone in your 
household exhibit any diag-
nosed symptoms after eating 
or using a recalled product, 
contact your health care pro-
vider.

Can I get a refund?
Most products that are 
FDA-regulated are subject 
to a refund for a consumer. 
Major grocery stores, whole-
sale chains and the original 
production company typical-
ly refund purchases of eligi-
ble products.
	 Consumers can acquire 
refunds via website reclaim 
forms from the producer or 
at customer service counters 
at participating stores.
	 Calling the original store 
or visiting the company 
website is the easiest way to 
find out if there is a potential 

refund.

Play it safe
Product recalls of any kind 
should be in consumer con-

sideration, as they could po-
tentially impact your health. 
Therefore, educate yourself, 
as well as others, on all fed-
eral recalls while monitoring 

food and drug safety.
	 For more information 
on food product safety, visit: 
https://www.aces.edu/blog/
category/food-safety/.

ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
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FIND A BLOOMING GOOD DEAL AT BILL SMITH!

DUAL SKYSCAPE SUNROOF
HEAD UP DISPLAY

HD SURROUND VISION
HEATED STEERING WHEEL

8-WATY PASSENGER POWER SEAT 
ADJUSTER & LUMBAR CONTROL

TRAILERING PACKAGE WITH HITCH 
GUIDANCE AND HITCH VIEW

NOW
$41,600*

WAS WAS $44,240$44,240

FWD SLT

NEW 2022 NEW 2022 
GMC ACADIAGMC ACADIA

STK#158857

LANE CHANGE ALERT WITH 

SIDE BLIND ZONE ALERT

PANORAMIC MOONROOF

SPORT TOURING PACKAGE

DRIVER AND FRONT PASSENGER 

SEAT 4-WAY LUMBAR

NOW 
$37,990*

WAS $40,140

ESSENCE FWD

NEW 2022 
ENVISION

STK#059728

SKYSCAPE SUNROOF WITH 
POWER SUNSHADE

GMC PRO SAFETY PLUS PACKAGE
REAR PARK ASSIST

LANE CHANGE ALERT
SAFETY ALERT SEAT

GMC INFOTAINMENT SYSTEM
BOSE SOUND SYSTEM

NOW 
$34,750*

WAS $36,910

FWD SLT

NEW 2022 
GMC TERRAIN

STK#108235

PREMIUM RIDE SUSPENSION

HEADLIGHTS W/ ENHANCED 

AVENIR DESIGN

TRAILERING PACKAGE W/ 

HITCH GUIDE & HITCH VIEW

NOW 
$57,990*

WAS $60,490

AVENIR AWD

STK#156442

NEW 2022 
BUICK ENCLAVE

that I wish on no one. But, in 
that same instant, I honestly 
felt so much joy.”
	 Looking to her sister-in-
law, Wilson concluded, “It 
will be a day of celebration, 
a celebration of a life lived. 
The lives Curt touched in his 
short 15 years with us. More 
importantly, the countless 
lives that he continues to 
touch and change. All because 
of one very special boy that 
chose to be kind, giving and 
accepting of all. My Curtis.”
	 The celebration saw hun-
dreds of women and their 
families communing at the 
impeccably decorated Loft 
212 and dining on lunch pro-
vided by Chat and Chew.
	 The celebrants placed 
their names on countless 
silent auction items pro-
vided by many giving local 
merchants. Generous gift 
bags were provided to each 
attendee ensuring that all 
ticket buyers left feeling spe-
cial.
	 East Elementary School 
principal and emcee of the 
event David Wiggins spoke of 
his connection with Curt and 
the importance of giving back 
to Curt’s Closet.
	 “I had the great pleasure 
and joy of being Curt’s ele-
mentary school principal and 
had five years with that dy-
namic child. Being a baseball 
fan, I got to see him play ball 
growing up. I was here at the 
first Clothed in Cullman as a 

bidder to support the orga-
nization. Seeing what Curt’s 
Closet has done for kids in 
our school, for people in the 
community in need, when 
Ashley asked me to take part 
this year, of course I said yes. 
I am delighted and honored 
to be here to support Curt’s 
memory and Curt’s Closet.”
	 Ashley Wilson expressed 
her gratitude for attendees 
and supporters at the Clothed 
in Cullman silent auction and 
fundraiser benefiting Curt’s 
Closet.
	 “Beauty from ashes. It 
wasn’t until the past few 
years that I knew the mean-
ing. Beauty from ashes. It 
invokes a sense of comeback, 
of a phoenix rising from de-
struction. Five years ago, 
today I was spending my last 
moments with my son, Curt. 
By 6 p.m. on May 7 of 2017, 
my entire life as I knew it was 
incinerated into ashes. But 
today as I stand before you all 
I look around and I see noth-
ing but beauty. Curt is more 
loved today than he ever was 
when he was here with us.”
	 From the ashes the de-
termined mother worked 
diligently to make sure her 
son’s name would never be 
forgotten. In its first year of 
operation, 662 children were 
clothed at Curt’s Closet, Wil-
son’s nonprofit clothing store 
where children aged 19 and 
younger shop for clothing for 
free. 

	 In 2021, the organization 
clothed over 1,700 children, 
22 housefire victims, 72 
foster families and another 
140 individuals in emergency 
situations.
	 “I promised my precious 
baby that I would do every-
thing in my power to make 
sure that his legacy and his 
name would always be con-
tinued. I promised that every 
child in Cullman County felt 
the love, acceptance and self-
worth that he gave to every-
one who knew Curt,” Wilson 
shared through her tears.
	 In 2021 the organization 
began Curt’s Christmas and 
provided 300 area children 
with at least six new items 
from their wish list, new 
outfit, new pair of shoes and 
new coat along with house-
hold items for families. This 
year they expect to grow to 
500 children.
	 Wilson’s motherly love is 
evident with every child who 
walks through the door of 
Curt’s Closet.
	 “These children that 
come in are truly the inno-
cent victims of life’s circum-
stances. They cannot control 
what their parents decide to 
do, and they are all so worthy 
of self-confidence, self-
worth, knowing their identity 
in Christ.
	 “When they are in my 
presence, whether it be 10 
minutes or an hour at Curt’s 
Closet, I try to make sure they 

know they are worthy and can 
accomplish anything. I hope 
when they leave, they have 
pride and confidence that 
they can walk down the halls 
at school a little bit taller.”
	 The nonprofit partners 
with many local agencies 
including Victim Services, 
The Link of Cullman County, 
DHR, Unsheltered, The Reid 
House and Wellstone.
	 Wilson expressed her 
gratitude to the audience 
with, “I feel like I’m up 
here bragging and I am. I’m 
bragging on y’all. I couldn’t 
do it without each of you 
here—through your clothing 
donations, your volunteer 
hours, your monetary dona-
tions and being here today at 
events like this. This is what 
keeps us going.”
	 Continuing to pay 
homage to her supporters, 
Wilson gave out the inau-
gural Connell Award, aptly 
a coat hanger, to Rick and 
Brenda Connell. The award 
was meant to be given at the 
2020 celebration. With the 
moniker of “The Underwear 
King and Queen” the Con-
nells have been stalwarts of 
the organization since day 
one. 
	 Cathie Drake was the re-
cipient of the 2022 Connell 
Award. 
	 Wilson spoke with great 
affection of Drake, sharing, 
“This lady came to Curt’s 
Closet as a volunteer and 

quickly became a best friend. 
Today, she is family. She’s 
quick to make a joke to bring 
a smile to your face, sing a 
random song or remind you 
of God’s promise to encour-
age you. She has taught me a 
lot in her short time at Curt’s 
Closet. She has a gentle soul 
and a giving heart. I can’t 

imagine my life without this 
beautiful lady.”
	 Wilson concluded, “Curt’s 
Closet has tremendously 
grown since March of 2018, 
and we have no plans of stop-
ping.” 
	 To schedule an appoint-
ment with Curt’s Closet, 
please call 256-735-4557.
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