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CULLMAN, Ala. — Follow-ing the May 24 attack at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, Texas, which left 19 young children and two teachers dead, Cullman parents and 

caregivers have voiced their concerns over the safety of their school age children during the upcoming school year. “It’s so tragic and I just can’t imagine what those families went through. I think my kids are safe at school, but 

you never know anymore. It seems like it could happen anywhere. My kids’ schools seem safe, but I’m scared, real scared for them. It’s scary to think about what could happen,” Cindy Allred voiced. Both Cullman City and County schools have safety 

plans and school resource officers in place and have uti-lized their skills for decades. During the summer months, the schools’ emergency action plans are reviewed and SROs receive additional, up-to-date training. Cullman City School Su-

perintendent Kyle Kallhoff shared, “Safety is our number one priority. We want our children and parents to feel comfortable and safe while students are at school.” Noting the improved safety being implemented this summer, 

EDUCATIONCity and county schools review safety plans and seek to assure caregivers

» PAGE 7

Amy Leonardamy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Attorney General’s Resti-tution Fund Oversite Com-mittee met at three different locations on Saturday to announce projects that are being planned to improve access to the Mulberry and Sipsey Forks of the Black Warrior River. The commit-tee and local leaders met at the sites in Colony, Garden City and Forks in the River at Sipsey for the announce-ments. The projects are taking place in areas most affected by the Tyson Farms rendering plant wastewater discharge in 2019 that killed 

an estimated 175,000 fish and damaged the river’s ecosys-tem.  The projects will be funded by the lawsuit set-tlement reached against Tyson Farms for more than $3 million which includes the funding of $1.5 million in projects for the benefit of communities in Walker and Cullman counties that will be directed by the five-member Restitution Fund Oversight Committee named by Ala-bama Attorney General Steve Marshall. Deputy Commissioner of the Department of Conserva-tion and Oversite Committee Chairman Ed Poolos said that all members agreed on one 

thing: “We wanted to make sure these projects were on the river for the people that were impacted.”The projects planned at each site include:• Forks in the River, near Sipsey: Expand parking area and construct a dock, pavil-ion and restroom facility.• Town of Colony access: construct a gravel road and parking area, which will give residents direct access to the river for the first time.• Garden City Park: river-front clean up with new kayak launch area, add 

– COURTS –Tyson Farms lawsuit settlement funds new projects in Colony, Garden City and Forks in the River

Sara Gladneysara@cullmantribune.com

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNEAttorney General’s Restitution Fund Oversite Committee members with Garden City Mayor Tim Eskew at Garden City River Park
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CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman City Council met on 
Monday evening at city hall 
where Michael Sullins and 
Blake Bright were appointed 
to the City of Cullman Plan-

ning Commission to fill the 
vacancies left by Barret Rich-
ard, who has moved into the 
county, making him ineligible 
to serve, and Brad Smith, who 
had to vacate his position to 
serve on the city council.
 Mayor Woody Jacobs said 
of the appointments, “We are 

very proud to have two engi-
neers join us on the Planning 
Commission whose role is of 
vital importance in the future 
of Cullman. These two gen-
tlemen are well qualified, and 
we expect good things from 
them.”
 Newly appointed Plan-

ning Commission member 
Michael Sullins shared, “I’m 
very honored and very hum-
bled that I have received this 
appointment on the Cullman 
Planning Commission. My 
family has been a part of this 
community since 1873 when 
Cullman was founded. 

 “I’ve had many family 
members who have served in 
different capacities, and this 
is such a huge honor to follow 
not just in their footsteps but 
also in the footsteps of all the 
folks who have made Cull-
man the wonderful city it is 
today.”

LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Cullman City Council appoints two new 
members to city’s planning commission
Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The play-
ground renovations at the 
Cullman County Child Devel-
opment Center, which start-
ed in 2017, are now almost 
complete, with phase 2 of 
planning and part of phase 3 
being finished. The project 
was estimated to take three 
years, and due to restrictions 
with the pandemic, has taken 
an extra two. 
 The old playground was 
18 years old and did not meet 
the growing needs of the stu-
dents. Principal Chris Cham-
bers conceptualized a more 
inclusive playground for his 
special needs students as well 
as the surrounding commu-
nity that lacks a place special-
ized for children with disabil-
ities. Handicapped accessible 
equipment and equipment to 
provide a sensory experience 
will be included. The play-

ground will provide students 
of all abilities with activities 
geared toward them.
 The playground’s equip-
ment was produced and in-
stalled by Fort Payne-based 
GameTime, at a cost of ap-
proximately $441,100.
 Concrete was poured for 
sidewalks last week followed 
by pour-in-place rubber 
flooring and added fencing. 
“I’m meeting with a play-
ground designer today to 
hopefully consolidate the 
rest of phase three-six and 
hopefully get it all done at 
one time,” said Chambers on 
Tuesday.
 The cost of the remaining 
phases will be less than the 
initial phases of construction. 
 The project has been 
funded by local sponsors, 
donations and fundraisers at 
the school. 
 “It’s been a lot of blood, 
sweat and tears to get that 
up and going out there. Our 

board and Dr. Barnette, 
they’ve really stepped up 
because we’re going to have 
a state-of-the-art, multi-use 
playground out there for oc-
cupational therapy, physical 
therapy, sensory, everything. 
It is going to be an inclusive 
playground where kids with 
disabilities and kids without 
disabilities can play side by 
side,” said Chambers.
 Another project the 
CCCDC has undertaken is a 
sensory room, a room spe-
cifically designed to provide 
an enjoyable or calming 
multisensory experience for 
children, sponsored by the 
Cullman Association of Real-
tors. Chambers said that the 
school has already ordered 
the equipment for the room 
and should have it completed 
before school starts. Indi-
vidual sensory areas in each 
classroom are also being 
added which students will be 
able to use.

Child Development Center’s 
inclusive playground 
nearing completion

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Progress being made on the CCCDC playground
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LOCAL BUSINESS
North Cullman Jack’s redesigned 
to allow for better entry and exit
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The Cullman Tribune 
brings home the gold 
at yearly press awards

Photojournalist Martha Needham of The Cullman Tribune 
swept the Best Feature Photo category
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman 
Parks, Recreation and Sports 
Tourism’s Executive Director 

Nathan Anderson and Brian 
Trusty of PROS Consulting 
hosted an open community 
forum on Wednesday eve-
ning at Terri Pines seeking 
the public’s feedback and 

ideas on the future of the 
city’s parks and recreational 
opportunities. 
 CPRST team members 
in attendance and accepting 
feedback were also CPRST 

Board President Rusty 
Turner and Christy Turner, 
CPRST Recreational Devel-
opment director.
 Trusty and his team at 
PROS Consulting are “walk-

ing through this process with 
us,” according to Anderson.
 He went on to encourage 
everyone saying, “Today is all 
about just hearing from you, 
collecting infor-

CPRST hears community input on future endeavors
Brainstorming on 10-year plan begins with public forum

» PAGE 4

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Commu-
nity Action Partnership of 
North Alabama implemented 
their NeighborWorks pro-
gram at two homes in Cull-
man this week.
 Candy Ayers, CAPNA’s 
director of Homeownership 
Services, said, “We serve five 
counties now including Cull-
man, Lawrence, Morgan, and 
we just picked up Winston 
and Marion counties. In De-
catur, for the past six years, 
we’ve done a block makeover 
where we take the whole 
block and tidy up, landscape, 
pressure wash, paint and 
whatever else needs to be 

done. 
 “We’ve been wanting to 
come to Cullman, but it was 
really hard to find homeown-
ers because the houses that 
needed it most are rentals, 
and we target homeowners. 
But we found two houses, one 
here on Brunner Street and 
the other on Ann Street. 
 “We have a veteran in this 
home and a person with dis-
abilities at the other.
 “We’re helping them and 
doing what we can today and 
tomorrow.” 
 Staff members from 
CAPNA along with commu-
nity and church volunteers 
provided the sweat equity for 
the two projects in Cullman.
 Trae Norrell is a board 

member of CAPNA, pastor 
at Grace Chapel Community 
Church on Main Avenue SW 
and Branch Manager at Byars 
Wright Insurance. 
 Putting down the exten-
sion wand of the pressure 
washer, he shared, “We’re 
starting out with pressure 
washing today.
 “We’ve trimmed trees 
and pruned to open it up. 
Now, we’re getting the siding 
cleaned. 
 “I think it’s always im-
portant to be a part of the 
community, to give back to 
the community.
 “Anytime we have the op-
portunity, especially with a 
veteran of the armed forces, 
to be a neighbor is 

Two homes in Cullman receive 
makeovers from Community Action 

Partnership of North Alabama

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CAPNA at work on Brunner Street home makeover
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INDEPENDENCE DAY

Smith Lake Park Fourth of July 
Fireworks Festival celebrating 
50th anniversary » PAGE 2

‘Rehydration Drive’ scheduled 
for local fire departments next 
Saturday » PAGE 2

EDUCATION
Cullman County Schools encourages 
parents to fill out free and reduced 
meal application online » PAGE 10

TRAFFIC
Cullman County Sheriff ’s Office 
details traffic management at 
Smith Lake Park on July 4 » PAGE 2

A.J. Daugherty
UAB ATHLETICS

Wallace State’s 
A.J. Daugherty 

named new UAB 
Head Softball 

Coach » PAGE 7

STATE
Gov. Ivey awards grants for domestic 
violence enforcement, training and 
related services for agencies in north 
Alabama; Cullman a recipient » PAGE 7
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‘Put in the work’: 
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GOOD HOPE, Ala. — 
Crowds packed into Good 
Hope Municipal Park Sunday 
night for a celebration of the 
Fourth of July holiday, and 
after enjoying a horse parade 
put on by the Branded by 
Christ Cowboy Church, Good 
Hope Fire and Rescue got 
this year’s fireworks show 
underway. 
	 P. Willy’s Fireworks pro-
vided the materials for the 
show and Good Hope Fire 
and Rescue Chief 

Good Hope celebrates 
Fourth of July with 

faith, fireworks and fun

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Locals in Good Hope turned out to enjoy a horse parade and fireworks 
show at Good Hope Municipal Park Sunday night, July 3.

» PAGE 5
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THANK YOU TO OUR CUSTOMERS FOR ANOTHER GREAT YEAR!

Author Kyndell Hays
KYNDELL HAYS

Farmers share bounties 
through local gleaning program 
#gleanteam provides fresh produce to Cullman’s population in need

Through a local gleaning program, farmers donate 
surplus produce to local nonprofit organizations.

AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 2

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man native Kyndell Hays 
has recently published her 
first book of poetry and prose 
called “Ode to My Adoles-
cence,” a series of separate 
pieces about the struggles of 
growing up and dealing with 
mental health issues, heart-

break and trauma. Hays said 
with the book she strives to 
connect with others coping 
with similar issues and show 
them they are not alone.  Her 
first book signing was held 
June 25 at Karma’s Coffee 
House, where the community 
showed support for its local 
talent. 
	 Even though Hays is now 
a published author, she said it 

wasn’t in her original career 
plan.
	 A rising senior at Jack-
sonville State University, she 
plans to go to graduate school 
for mental health counseling. 
	 Her plans are to become a 
licensed counselor and work 
with children and teenagers. 
	 Hays has an equal love 
for psychology and the art of 
writing, and the combination 

shines through in her work. 
	 “I have loved writing and 
storytelling for as long as I 
can remember.
	 “I started writing stories 
as soon as I understood the 
concept, and it’s been a con-
stant hobby for me over the 
years,” she shared.
	 “I started getting inter-
ested in poetry in middle 
school, and I have 

‘Ode to My Adolescence’
Local author publishes book supporting others struggling with mental health
Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 2

The American and Alabama flags are seen flying in 
Garden City July 3, during the town’s 10th 
annual Fourth of July celebration.

AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 2

Honoring our 
nation’s freedom 
Garden City holds 10th annual Fourth of July celebration

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

2nd Fridays bringing 
the party July 8 » PAGE 7
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THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 

  A-1 Battery Supply 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-727-4266 
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Saturday 
morning at the Cullman Fes-
thalle Farmers’ Market, local 
farmer and Master Garden-
er Brad Mitchell of Legacy 
Farms dropped off his surplus 
crops to Linda Holland, who 
works at the North Alabama 
Agriplex. His donation will 
be distributed, along with 
those of many other farmers, 
to a variety of nonprofit or-
ganizations throughout the 
community.  
	 Mitchell shared his moti-
vation, saying, “I want to be 
able to give back to the com-
munity. We’re truly blessed 
to have a place to grow crops, 
and God has given us the abil-
ity to do it and a means.
	 “I worked in commercial 
nuclear power for my whole 
career. My days started at 
4:30 in the morning and I 
would get home at 6:30 at 
night. That was seven days a 
week. As a result, I never had 
the opportunity to give back 
to the community.”
	 Mitchell is part of Cull-
man’s #gleanteam, a joint 
venture of the Society of St. 
Andrew, the North Alabama 
Agriplex and the Cullman 
County Extension office. 
	 The program allows farm-
ers to glean (or gather) their 
leftover crops and donate 

them to nonprofit organiza-
tions that provide the fresh 
produce to local agencies 
such as Cullman Caring for 
Kids, Victim Services and Re-
storing Women’s Outreach, 
just to name a few. 
	 “A lot of my surplus would 
probably go in the compost 
pile. I don’t waste anything, 
but for years and years 
nobody wanted the extra pro-
duce, and nobody wanted to 
mess with it.
	 “We put up as much as 
we could. One day, my wife 
told me not to bring anoth-
er tomato into the house,” 
Mitchell laughed.
	 Local farmers, in addition 
to bringing in their produce, 
can call to have their excess 
crops picked up after harvest 
or can even schedule volun-
teers to harvest the crops 
themselves. 
	 “This is a wonderful 
avenue to be able to give back. 
It makes it so easy for me to 
give back,” said Mitchell. “I 
don’t have to make the con-
tacts. The gleaning team has 
such a great contact list and 
know(s) which agency needs 
what, so it’s a much more ef-
ficient way of doing things.”
	 Farmers and home gar-
deners interested in par-
ticipating can contact the 
#gleanteam at 256-402-
3398. Receipts for tax pur-
poses are provided.

Program (from Front)

filled so many journals with 
my poems ever since.
	 “In my opinion, the only 
way to truly get better at 
writing is simply to keep on 
writing, and my skills defi-
nitely improved majorly over 
the many years I have spent 
writing short stories and 
poetry.”
	 Her favorite book of 
poetry, “Eighteen Years” by 
Madisen Kuhn, is the book 
that encouraged her to start 
writing her own poetry.
	 Hays said that publishing 
her first collection of poetry 
has boosted her confidence 
and made her believe that 
she can achieve her writing 
aspirations. 
	 “When I compiled the 
poems for my book, I thought 
about just leaving them in 
my journals because put-
ting something so precious 
to me out into the world for 
everyone to read was kind of 
scary,” she said, “but I knew if 
I didn’t publish them, I would 

end up regretting it. To me, 
this was the first step in my 
writing journey.”
	 Although the experience 
has been fulfilling for Hays 
personally, she hopes the 
experiences she shared will 
reach those going through 
similar situations. 
	 “My main hope in pub-
lishing this collection was 
to reach other people that 
might be struggling with the 
trials of growing up, heart-
break and mental health and 
to help them feel less alone. 
	 “Poetry has been a great 
outlet for me, and I hope 
others can see how beautiful-
ly diverse it can be,” she said.
	 “I decided to publish my 
work to prove to myself that 
I could accomplish my goals, 
but the poems are directed 
more towards mental health 
awareness for all.”
	 Hays has plans to publish 
many more works, including 
an adult fantasy novel she has 
been working on for about 

two years.
	 The project is a much 
larger undertaking than her 
poetry collection, and she 
said she hopes to have it out 
in the next few years. 
	 For other new authors 
who do not know where to 
begin, Hays recommends 
Kindle Direct Publishing. 
	 “I self-published to get 
my work and name out there 
for my future books and 
bigger projects,” she said. 
	 “Kindle Direct Publishing 
is a great resource for new au-
thors who aren’t sure where 
to start. Just keep working 
towards your goal and keep 
writing!
	 “One day, you’ll stumble 
across the idea that will be 
the story you want to share 
with the world, and once you 
have that idea, the only thing 
that can truly stop you is 
yourself.”
	 Hays’ book can be found 
on Amazon at https://tinyurl.
com/kendellhays.

Author (from Front)

GARDEN CITY, Ala. — As 
the drizzling rain came to 
an end, Garden City and 
Hanceville families came out 
to celebrate the nation’s in-
dependence Sunday evening 
with food, inflatable slides, 
a mechanical bull and, of 
course, fireworks. 
	 Garden City Mayor Tim 
Eskew said, “Being one of 
the oldest towns in Cullman 
County, this Fourth of July 
means a lot to us. It means 
freedom.”
	 Scott Arnold, pastor at 
Garden City First Baptist 
Church, shared what the day 
means to him, saying, “This is 
all about the freedom of our 
great nation. I’m pro-Amer-
ican and there’s nothing 
better.
	 “We live in the greatest 
country in the world. Coming 
together to celebrate our 
freedoms as Americans is a 

no-brainer.”
	 Arnold and his church 
hosted the event for many 
years before the Town took 
over the duties.
	 “This is the 10th annual 
Fourth of July celebration in 
Garden City,” said Arnold. 
	 “The church started 
doing it years ago and the city 
took it over two years ago. 
The church still fills in where 
we’re needed.”
	 A lemonade stand provid-
ed a tasty cooling-off treat, 
and hot dogs were a big hit 
with many of the celebrators. 
	 Garden City typically 
holds its fireworks event the 
Sunday before the Fourth of 
July, as to not interfere with 
the other festivities around 
the county.
	 Last year’s attendance 
reached upward of 600-700 
people, according to Arnold.
	 Hanceville Mayor Ken-
neth Nail was ready for a 
good meal and fireworks. He 
spoke about what the holiday 

is about for him.
	 “Many men and women 
sacrificed their lives so we 
can be free.
	 “We just can’t forget that. 
We are blessed as Ameri-
cans,” he said.
	 “Of the importance of 
unity within the south Cull-
man County communities, 
he shared, “We, in Hancev-
ille, want to come down here 
and support our sister city, 
Garden City.
	 “They’re so good at sup-
porting us.
	 “Anytime they have an 
event, we try our best to sup-
port them, and they support 
us.
	 “We have Colony Day 
coming up and we’re lending 
a hand there. It’s a cumula-
tive thing.” 

Check out The Cullman Tri-
bune’s Facebook page for 
more photos from Sunday’s 
festivities in Garden City.

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

Freedom (from Front)
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to olivia@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe 
at East Side Baptist 
Church, 1111 Third St. 
SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/
face covering.

Baileyton Bargain 
Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. at the old 
Baileyton fire station 
next to the town’s park
• Beauty and health 
products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food 
and many everyday 
items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill 
up a bag, and for $40 a 
shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items 
of greater value will re-
quire a larger donation. 
There will be some re-
strictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used 
for park improvements 
and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anony-
mous has open AA meet-
ings (all are welcome) 
Mondays and Thursdays 
from 7-8 p.m. at the 
Carriage House, located 
next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. 
NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-
347-1097, 256-841-2209 
or 256-708-1340

Church Services- 
Spirit Life Church of 
GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph 
Drive NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- 
Tuesdays at 10 a.m. 
Come and pray with 
us or come to receive 
prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Mondays-Fridays- 
Free hot meals for 
children Mondays 11 
a.m.- noon, Tuesdays 
1-2 p.m. and Wednes-
days-Fridays 11 a.m.-
noon. Cullman Housing 
Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 
256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or 
take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids 
Birthday Blessings 
serves children ages 1-18 
in need of assistance to 
celebrate their birth-
days. Register your child 
and pick up a birth-
day box with cake mix, 
icing, sprinkles, deco-
rations and toys! Pick 
up is the last weekend 
of the month. Saturday 
(5100 Curry Highway 
Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. 
or the last Sunday of 
the month at Spirit Life 
Church Cullman from 
12:30-1 p.m.  Birth cer-
tificate is required at 
the time of box pickup. 
Register at https://
f o r m . j o t f o r m . c o m / 
203435614640045. For 
more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478.

Miércoles de Despen-
sas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra 
Cullman FUMC
• Despensas para la co-
munidad. No requiere 
ID. Entrega en su vehí-
culo. Por favor use mas-
carilla.

Alcoholics Anony-
mous, 12-Step Groups
The Goose Hung High 
Group of Alcoholics 
Anonymous - 1st Church 
of Nazarene, 5415 U.S. 
Highway 157, Cullman, 

AL 35058 - CLOSED 
Literature Study, SUN-
DAYS at 3 p.m. - Handi-
cap accessible

CASA volunteer train-
ing
Cullman County CASA 
(Court Appointed 
Special Advocates) is 
looking for dedicated 
volunteers to speak up 
for abused and neglect-
ed children in foster 
care. They need YOUR 
VOICE! A training class 
will be beginning soon! 
For more information, 
please contact Candace 
Lingo at cullmancoun-
tycasa@msn.com. 

T.O.P.S (Take off 
Pounds Sensibly) 
Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., 
at Cullman Housing 
Authority Communi-
ty Center (1545 Vine 
Circle SW, Cullman, AL 
35055). First meeting 
is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly 
meetings providing 
information, account-
ability, support and en-
couragement where you 
make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship 
for those affected by 
someone else’s addic-
tion. We offer Help by 
sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. 
We carry the message 
of hope by letting others 
know that they are not 
alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON 
and changing our own 
attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our 
program is not a reli-
gious one, but a spiritual 
way of life. Meetings will 
be held at The Ruehl 
Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday eve-
nings at 6 p.m. Contact 
Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 
or Don or Nancy McK-
enzie 256-736-3327 or 
256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

St. Bernard Prep Ap-
plications Open
St. Bernard Prep is ac-
cepting applications 
for residential and day 
students in grades 7-11.  
Think you can’t afford 
it - think again.  If your 
child qualifies academ-
ically, scholarships and 
financial aid are avail-
able!   Call to schedule 
an appointment today 
at 256-739-6682 or visit 
https://stbernardprep.
com/.

Festhalle Farmers’ 
Market
• Open Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Satur-
days  8 a.m.-2 p.m. until 
October
• Located at 209 First 
Ave. NE, Cullman, AL

Berlin Farmers’ 
Market
• Open Saturdays from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. until October
• Located at 50 Mt. 
Carmel Drive off U.S. 
Highway 278

Master’s Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch 
noon-1 p.m.

Free Kindergarten 
Readiness Camp
• Monday-Friday from 
10 a.m.-noon
• Weeks of July 18 and 
July 25
• To register for one 
of the six sites located 
across the county, con-
tact Dakotatrammell@
linkingcullman.org.

West Point Movie 
Nights
• July 24 – “Zootopia”
• Aug. 20 – “Jumanji”
• Will be held at the ball 
field at West Point Town 
Hall (3990 County 
Road 1141, Vinemont, 
AL 35179). Concessions 
will open at 7 p.m. with 
cheeseburgers, hot dogs 
and regular concession 
food. The movie begins 
at 8:15 p.m. and ends at 
10:45 p.m. Please bring 
blankets and chairs. 
Adults are $5 and kids 
are free. Popcorn sup-
plied by Kernel Kull-
man. 

2nd Fridays
The July edition of 2nd 
Fridays will be held this 
Friday, July 8, from 5-10 
p.m., bringing live music, 
activities, food, a farm-
ers’ market, vendors, 
shopping, a car show 
and more to Cullman’s 
Warehouse District, 
nearby downtown mer-
chants and surround-
ing areas. For more 
information, visit www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m / 2 n d -
FridaysCullman or 
www.cullmanchamber.
org/2nd-fridays. 

2nd Fridays at Sacred 
Heart
Join Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Church’s Altar 
Society and Knights of 
Columbus as they cele-
brate Cullman’s 2nd Fri-
days this summer July 8 
and Aug. 12, with Bunco 
and Bingo games in 
the Family Life Center. 
Located in downtown 
Cullman, one block 
over from First Avenue 
and the Warehouse Dis-
trict, site of open stores, 
music and food during 
these summertime 
nights, the Altar Society 
will offer two sessions of 
Bunco games, one from 
5-7 p.m., with a second 
round of fun from 7-9 
p.m. Cost is $20 per 
session per person with 
monetary awards for 
winners. In addition, the 
Knights of Columbus 
will sponsor an evening 
of Bingo starting at 5 
p.m. and prizes galore! 
Food and drink will be 
available for purchase. 
Everyone is invited to 
attend these events with 
funds raised used for the 
church’s upkeep. Come 
join in the fun and fel-
lowship in the air-con-
ditioned Sacred Heart 
of Jesus’s Family Life 
Center.

Joyful Hearts 30th 
Anniversary Home-
coming
Bring a friend and come 
help us celebrate this 
great event! Featuring 
special guests, The Old 
Paths from Atlanta, 
Georgia and ClearVision 
from Oxford, Alabama. 
Ten dollar donation 
taken at the door. Satur-
day, July 9 at 6 p.m., with 
doors opening at 5 p.m. 
at Cross Baptist Church 
(23654 U.S. Highway 31, 
Falkville, AL). For more 
information, call Brenda 
Foxx at 256-775-0103.

“Heartland Has 
Turned 20” 2022 
Quilt Show sponsored 
by Heartland Quilters 
of Cullman
This event will feature 
beautiful quilts made 
by Heartland members, 
vendors, Guild Chal-
lenge 2021 display, do-
nation quilt giveaway 
(made with turning 20 
blocks), drawing at 3:30 
p.m. on Saturday, door 
prizes and free mini 
demonstrations. Friday, 
July 8, from 1-5 p.m. and 
Saturday, July 9, from 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. at East El-
ementary School (608 
Fourth Ave. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055). Admis-
sion is $7 per person.

SCHEDULE
Friday
• 2-3 p.m. Finishing 

Your Quilt with Carol 
McKay
• 3-4 p.m. Paper Piecing 
with Porsia Anderson

Saturday
• 10-11 a.m.: Selvages- 
Not One Left Behind 
with Sheryl Simpson 
• 11 a.m.-noon Hand 
Embroidery/Redwork 
with Geraldine Hendrix 
• Noon-1 p.m. Making 
Bags with Cheryl John-
son/ Teresa Rogers 
• 1 – 2 p.m. Rope Bags 
with Laurie Osborn
• 2-3 p.m. Bed Turning 
with Jennifer Bridges
• Contact: Porsia Ander-
son 256-737-7557, Carol 
McKoy 256-841-2977, 
Geraldine Hendrix 256-
734-8316 or Hazel Ruehl 
256-339-2224. Please 
join us as we celebrate 
20 years of quilting!

David Speegle Family 
Reunion
The annual reunion 
of the David Speegle 
Family will be held 
Sunday, July 10, at the 
Speegle Family Point 
(334 County Road 321, 
Crane Hill, AL 35053) 
beginning around 10:30 
a.m. Please join us and 
bring a covered dish for 
lunch at noon. Contact 
Judy Shannon (256-
734-3460) or Norman 
Calvert (256-734-0389) 
if you need additional 
information.  Come eat 
and enjoy the day with 
us!

Holly Pond Homemak-
ers Club
The Holly Pond Home-
makers Club will meet 
July 12 at the Brandin’ 
Iron in Fairview.  Every-
one please be there by 
11:30 a.m. This is a “meet 
and eat” meeting.  Bring 
someone with you. We’ll 
have fun!

Pleasant View Singing 
and Summer Revival
Pleasant View Mission-
ary Baptist Church will 
have a singing with the 
Dixie Echoes from Pen-
sacola, Sunday, July 10 
at 5 p.m. We will kick 
off our summer revival 
the third week in July 
beginning with a singing 
Sunday night, July 17 at 
5 p.m. The Kellys from 
Lawrenceburg, Tennes-
see will be guest singers. 
Services will run day and 
night, Monday, July 18-
Friday, July 22. Morning 
services will begin at 
10:30 a.m. and evening 
services at 7 p.m. Broth-
er Andrew Allred will be 
the evangelist. Lunch 
will be served each day 
after the morning ser-
vice. Everyone is invit-
ed. If you can’t come, 
pray for us. The church 
is located on U.S. High-
way 278, approximately 
2 miles east of Holly 
Pond on the left. For 
more information, call 
256-796-5986.

Cullman County 
Sports Hall of Fame 
Banquet
Tickets for the Cullman 
County Sports Hall of 
Fame Banquet on July 
23 are on sale at First 
Southern Financial 
in the South Cullman 
Shopping Center. Call 
256-737-5120 or 256-
736-4445. Tickets are 
$20 each.

86th Annual Sandlin 
Reunion
• First Sandlin Reunion 
after two years will be 
back at the Cold Springs 
Community Center 
(8821 County Road 
109 in Bremen) Satur-
day, Aug. 6 from 10:30 
a.m.-3 p.m. Bring cov-
ered dishes and drinks. 
Plates, cups, napkins, 
forks and ice will be pro-
vided. Invite your San-
dlin relatives!
• For more information, 
email patsymedlock@
bellsouth.net or call 
205-915-1870.

Monday, July 
4, COVID-
19 update 
from the 

Alabama Department of 
Public Health’s COVID-19 
Dashboard Hub (https://
bit.ly/3iVJwXK) 

ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes 
As of May 19, 2022, the 
Overall Levels of Commu-
nity Transmission was re-
moved from the Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard. 
We have added two tabs: 
Community Levels for 
the public and Commu-
nity Transmission Levels 
for healthcare facility use 
only to the Dashboard 
Hub: arcg.is/0brSGj.

Case details* (Updated 
Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday) 
•	 Positivity in tests in 
Alabama: 22.3%
•	 Confirmed cases in Al-
abama (2020): 387,822
•	 Confirmed cases in Al-
abama (2021): 538,459
•	 Confirmed cases in 
Alabama (2022): 436,107 
(+3,340 since Friday)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2020): 7,189
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2021): 9,558
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2022) 3,019 
(+7 since Friday)
•	 Positivity in tests in 
Cullman Co.: 7.8%
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co. (2020): 
7,567
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co. (2021): 
9,754
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co. (2022): 
8,339 (+68 since Friday)  
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 128

•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2021): 188
•	 Deaths in Cullman 
Co. (2022): 53 (+0 since 
Friday)
•	 Total tested in Cull-
man Co. in the last 7 days: 
1,186
•	 Total tested positive in 
Cullman Co. in the last 7 
days: 92
•	 Total tested in Ala-
bama in the last 7 days: 32, 
134
•	 Total positive tests in 
Alabama in the last 7 days: 
7,151
•	 Currently hospitalized 
in Alabama: 443

Vaccine details (updat-
ed Tuesday and Thurs-
day) No update avail-
able
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 9,792,295 
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 4,971,365 
•	 Doses administered: 
6,168,460
•	 Additional doses ad-
ministered: 896,771
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
2,884,919
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine 
series: 2,385,534
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral programs: 4,820,930

Alabamians in Phases 1a, 
1b and 1c (including those 
12 and older) are now eli-
gible to receive a vaccine.

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
covid19vaccine/assets/
adph-covid19-vaccina-
tion-allocation-plan.pdf/.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS
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TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

‘I’m glad we live in America’
Lynn hosts annual Fourth of July celebration

LYNN, Ala. — The Town 
of Lynn hosted its annual 
Fourth of July event Friday 
night at Lynn City Park, and 
there was plenty for everyone 
to enjoy. A trio of waterslides 
delighted children, and a 
crowd enjoyed the fireworks 
display later that night. 
	 It was the first time Lind-
sey Hallmark attended the 
event, and she shared what 
Independence Day means to 
her.
	 “My reason for coming 
here was just to hang out with 
the community, play and 
watch fireworks,” she said. 
“Independence Day is very 
special to me. We celebrate 
big every year for Indepen-
dence Day.”
	 Lynn Fire and Rescue As-
sistant Chief Derreck Cagle 
shared, “They’ve been doing 
this event for five years.
	 “This is a community 
get-together, just something 
for the kids to do. Their par-
ents come out and let them 
enjoy the water and the fire-
works, to get the community 
involved.” 
	 Continued Cagle, “Inde-
pendence Day means every-
thing to me. It’s why we’re 
free. It’s why we live where 
we live. Without Indepen-

dence Day, we wouldn’t be 
free Americans. It means the 
world to us.”
	 Cagle’s wife, Bekah Cagle, 
talked about the event, 
saying, “My husband is the 
assistant fire chief, so he 
helps a lot with this event. 
This is the first year that the 
town did the waterslides, and 
this year has been a really 
good turnout compared to 
last year.
	 “The town is trying to 
make it a little bigger each 
year for our citizens. Since 
we’re the only one in our area 
that’s having their fireworks 
show tonight, there’s been 
more people come.
	 “We normally end up 
having our celebration the 
same night as Haleyville or 
Double Springs, so it’s nor-
mally just hometown people 
that are here. But we have 
seen a lot from surrounding 
communities today and that’s 
awesome.”
	 She added, “Indepen-
dence Day is very special to 
my family. It’s one of our fa-
vorite holidays to celebrate. 
I think everyone should cel-
ebrate America’s birthday. 
We’re thankful for our coun-
try.”
	 Lynn Mayor Earl Gilbert 
and council member Alan 
Barnett talked about the 
event and what the Fourth of 

July means to them. 
	 “Like everybody else, I’ve 
got on my freedom hat and 
red, white and blue on the 
back of my shirt, so quite a 
bit,” Gilbert said.
	 “We wouldn’t be able to 
have this if some of the people 
hadn’t gone and fought and 
died for us, so it means a lot. 
To this event, we’d be lucky if 
we got 75 people.
	 “When fireworks come, 
this whole place is filled up, 
around 500 to 600 people. It 
was better this year because 
we’re the only one doing this 
tonight around this area.”
	 Said Barnett, “Indepen-
dence Day means everything 
to me. If it hadn’t been for the 
people before us, we couldn’t 
do this today, so I’m glad we 
live in America.
	 “I’m glad we live in this 
part of the country. We get 
to do what we do, have fel-
lowship with our family and 
friends, and that’s priceless. 
I think the attendance was 
good.
	 “That time of year, people 
are away from home and out 
of town, but to get the turn-
out that we got, I’m thankful 
for it.
	 “We’d love to have more, 
and if we don’t, that’s OK too. 
We’re doing it anyway for the 
few that’s here and appreci-
ate it.”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

The Town of Lynn hosted its annual Fourth of July celebration and 
fireworks show at Lynn City Park Friday night, July 1, 2022.
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SOUTH VINEMONT, Ala. 
— Expecting 100 people at 
the most, the town of South 
Vinemont welcomed hun-
dreds more to its innaugu-
ral Fourth of July fireworks 
event Sunday evening.  
	 “We didn’t reckon there’d 
be this many people here 
since it’s the first time, but 
I’m really glad so many 
people are here to have a 
good time. 
	 “I’m proud that Vinemont 
put on such a good show. This 
is what America’s about,” 
shared attendee Amber Lee.
	 Refreshments were 
graciously provided and re-
quired replenishment several 
times through the night from 
inside the South Vinemont 
Community Center. 
	 Young Braxton Alexan-
der sat on his mom’s lap and 
squealed with delight at each 
firework explosion, exclaim-

ing, “Ooh, that’s a big one!” 
while clapping with glee.
	 His mom, Kristie Alex-
ander, said, “We drove from 
Morgan County for the fire-
works. 
	 “I didn’t think it’d be this 
crowded, but it’s still better 
than anything we got at 
home. We’ll be back next year 
for sure.”
	 Enrique Pollard was also 
impressed with the event, 
which he attended with sev-
eral friends and family mem-
bers. 
	 “I thought it was just 
going be a few fireworks, but 
this is really cool,” he smiled. 
	 “I’m really glad we came. 
We almost didn’t because we 
thought it would be kind of 
small and boring, but I’m sur-
prised. This is just cool.”
	 After Sunday night’s large 
crowd, there is already talk of 
moving next year’s celebra-
tion to the ball fields to pro-
vide more adequate parking 
options.

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

South Vinemont’s 1st fireworks 
celebration delivers big bang

At least 500 people showed up to enjoy South Vinemont’s 
inaugural fireworks show Sunday evening, July 3.

AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

FAIRVIEW, Ala. — Fairview 
got into the Independence 
Day spirit Sunday with the 
town’s 21st annual Fourth of 
July celebration. 
	 Dr. David Chambers, 
pastor at First Baptist 
Church of Fairview, which 
began the annual fireworks 

show years ago, shared, “The 
first year, it was just our 
church doing it.
	 “We spent $300, and 
mainly our church showed 
up for it. (The) next year we 
spent a little more, and more 
people showed up.
	 “The next year the Town 
of Fairview came in, (the) 
Methodist church came in, 
Welcome (Baptist Church) 

came in and Etha (Baptist 
Church) came in. From that 
time on, it has just grown.” 
	 Drew Pearson, who leads 
the Ministry of Music at First 
Baptist Church of Fairview, 
played music for the crowd 
Sunday, and Chambers, 
along with Tim Barbee from 
Temple Baptist Church, led 
the group in worship before 
the show as a special addition 

to the usual activities.  
	 Sponsors spent $5,000 
on fireworks but received a 
$10,000 show, thanks to a 
wholesaler based in Sevier-
ville, Tennessee, who has 
supported the annual event 
over the years. 
	 “For every dollar we send, 
he brings back $2 worth of 
fireworks,” said Chambers, 
who shared that Billy Brown, 

who sets off the fireworks, 
made the connection with 
the company in Tennessee.
	 “Billy and that guy made 
a connection a year or two 
before we did ours, and he 
likes Billy and he likes what 
we’re doing here, and so all 
the way from Sevierville, 
Tennessee, he helps out 
by giving us twice the fire-
works.”

	 Sponsors of this year’s 
event were Etha Baptist 
Church, First Baptist Church 
of Fairview, Temple Baptist 
Church, Welcome Baptist 
Church, The Brandin Iron 
Steakhouse, Merchants 
Bank, Simcoe Wood Prod-
ucts, the Town of Fairview, 
Walker Brothers, Brindley 
Mountain Barbecue and 
Fairview Superette.

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Fairview enjoys 21st annual Fourth of July celebration
Fireworks light up the night sky in Fairview Sunday, July 3.
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5THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
JULY 5, 2022 COMMUNITY MATTERS

v

SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS 256-297-8952

MY DOCTOR IS THERE FOR ME

You want a knowledgeable primary care doctor who cares for you, not  
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David Scott said he was more 
than happy to work with 
them.
	 “We use P. Willy’s Fire-
works here in Good Hope, 
and they’re just super nice 
people. They helped us out, 
and as a matter of fact they 
donated a lot of the fire-
works themselves,” he said. 
“They’re great people and 
they help set the show up for 
us.”
	 Independence Day was 
the driving force behind the 
show, but Scott said he was 
also happy that a layer of faith 
and worship was added to the 

celebration.
	 “We had a fireworks show 
previously at the church we 
were at before and brought it 
over to Good Hope and they 
were kind enough to help us 
with it and let us use the fa-
cility here to have our show,” 
Scott said. “We want to send 
a message of Christ with our 
Fourth of July celebration 
and have Christ involved in it. 
We’ve blended it all together 
into one with the Branded 
by Christ Cowboy Church, 
Good Hope Fire and Rescue, 
the City of Good Hope and P. 
Willy’s Fireworks.”

	 Scott said he has seen 
the Good Hope community 
respond in a positive way to 
the show over the last couple 
years and was excited to see 
Municipal Park packed once 
again.
	 “Last year the parking 
lot was full, and people were 
everywhere, and it was just 
amazing,” he said. “They 
come out to see the fireworks, 
and they get to hear the word 
from our pastor. He has a 
short message to let everyone 
know that Jesus Christ loves 
you, and that’s what it’s all 
about.”

Good Hope (from Front)
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BREMEN, Ala. — The 
summer play-day games 
for local basketball teams 
have come to an end and the 
Cold Springs Lady Eagles 
finished off their summer 
schedule with a 10-2 record. 
Junior Ella Bruer was happy 
to see the progress she and 
her team made this summer 
and she’s looking forward to 
seeing what they can when 
the season tips off in the fall.
	 “I personally think the 
team has doing amazing this 
summer. We’ve worked to-
gether to push ourselves to 
be better and it really paid 
off this summer,” Bruer said. 
“We just have to keep up the 
good work.”
	 Cold Springs added a new 
player to the team this off-
season in junior Maci Brown 
and Bruer can already see 
that she’ll help out the Lady 
Eagles in many different 
ways.
	 “Maci has helped us so 
much,” Bruer said. “She has 
helped us defensively and 

offensively. She is a very good 
ball handler and knows how 
to create shots for herself. 
She brings the ball down the 
floor and sees the court very 
well.
	 “Maci has always been a 
very good defensive player. 
She’s very good at knowing 
when to help off and it helps 
having her on the floor with 
us. We all love having Maci 
and are very excited for the 
season to start.”
	 Bruer started playing for 
Head Coach Tammy West 
when she was a freshman and 
has learned so much from the 
Cold Springs coaching great. 
	 “It’s been amazing play-
ing for coach West! She’s 
an amazing coach and has 
taught me so many things. 
I’m very grateful to be able to 
play for her,” Bruer said. 
	 “Coach West has taught 
me so much on and off the 
court. I have learned that we 
have to play together to be a 
good team. She has taught 
me to be respectful to one 
another as well as our oppo-
nents and to be a leader on 
and off the court.

	 “She has also taught me 
that to be a good player, you 
have to work on your own 
time. We have to be willing 
to take the time out of our 
day to put in the work to be a 
great player.”
	 Bruer has been continu-
ing to improve her game day 
by day and has very high ex-
pectations for this upcoming 
season. Almost the entire 
roster will be back, and the 
added experience should 
help the team as they pursue 
another postseason run. 
	 “I’ve been working a bit 
on everything this summer: 
ball handling, getting my shot 
off faster, and to be better de-
fensively,” Bruer said.
	 “I have very high expec-
tations for us this season. I 
expect for us to keep working 
hard for it to pay off during 
the season. I expect us to 
put the work in to be able to 
make it to Birmingham this 
season! I think that it will 
help a lot this season. We’ve 
all had the experience of var-
sity ball from last season, so 
we will know what to expect 
this year.”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Cold Springs’ Ella Bruer
BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

‘Put in the work’: Cold 
Springs’ Ella Bruer looking 
forward to upcoming season

HOLLY POND, Ala. — In 
this interview, I talked to 
Holly Pond volleyball and 
basketball standout Kennedy 
Twilley. Twilley made a lot of 
great memories during her 
years as a Bronco both on and 
off the court.
	 “My favorite volleyball 
memory was when we played 
in the Vinemont Tourna-
ment my senior year and we 
won the whole tournament, 
so that was a really good 
memory for us,” Twilley said. 
“It was really exciting to play 
with all of the girls and to be 
together all day. We were up 
from seven in the morning 
until six at night, so it was 
really fun being able to spend 
that time with them and just 
to know that we were up for 
hours and hours. That’s what 
we had been working for and 
we won the tournament, so 
that was great. One of my 
favorite basketball memo-
ries would have to be when 
we beat Cold Springs in the 
county tournament. It was 
fun because we had strug-
gled with them all year. All 
throughout the season, we 
had lost to them and so, in 
the county tournament, we 
ended up beating them and 
advancing. Another favor-
ite basketball memory was 
when we got runner-up in 
area and we got to go to the 
Sub-Regional tournament, 
so that was a lot of fun getting 
to go with them.”
	 Twilley added, “Our 
senior year, we did a senior 
prank. It was so much fun. 
We all got together, and we 
decided that we were going 
to do a senior prank. We went 
through the high school, and 
we put cups and balloons 
everywhere. We destroyed 
the school. It was great and 
the best thing about it is 
that we decided that our 
senior skip day was going to 
be the day after, so we didn’t 
have to clean it up (laughs). 
I loved that. It was a lot of 
fun. I’m sure there was a lot 
of teachers mad at us, and a 
lot of teachers knew about 
it before. I remember I was 
at work that night and one 
of the teachers came up to 
me and was like ‘We know 
what you all are doing,’ and 
I was like, ‘I don’t know what 
you’re talking about.’ But 
they all knew about it, so they 
all locked their classrooms 
the night before. Another one 
would be the Senior Awards 
Day. We had awards day. We 
had our caps and gowns on. 
We got to walk through the 
high school, the elementary, 

and middle school and see 
all of the little kids. It was 
crazy because times flies by 
so fast. When you’re walking 
through those halls, like in 
the elementary, you’re like, 
wow, this is crazy that I’m 
actually graduating. It didn’t 
feel real for me until I was 
walking through those halls.”
	 Twilley feels lucky to have 
played for some great coach-
es during her playing days at 
Holly Pond and learned an 
awful lot from them.
	 “I have three coaches that 
I would like to thank: Adrian 
Adams, Andrew Kelley, and 
Tammy Foust. Tammy was 
my JV volleyball coach, and 
we had a real close connec-
tion growing up, even when 
she wasn’t coaching me,” 
Twilley said. “She was a 
teacher, but I was still really 
close with her. I remember, 
she always used to tell me 
from the time that I was in 
eighth grade all the way up 
to senior year, every time she 
would see me, she knew I was 
so nervous before game time. 
I had so much anxiety and I 
remember her looking at me 
and telling me, ‘Close your 
eyes, take a deep breath, and 
give it to the Lord.’ She told 
me that one time during a 
volleyball game. Whether it 
would be volleyball or bas-
ketball, I would hear that 
before every single game, and 
that stuck with me for years. 
That was great of her tell-
ing me that. Me and Tammy 
had a great connection even 
though she was only my 
coach for two years. She was 
still at every game. Adrien, 
I can’t thank her enough. 
She’s a great coach. She gets 
to know her players on a per-
sonal level. She would know 
when I would start to shut 
down during games and she 
would know what to do. She 
would take me out of the 
game and tell me, ‘Breathe. 
You know you can do this. 
You’re a senior. Your players 
need you.’ She started coach-
ing me when I was in ninth 
grade all the way up to my 
senior year. She knew how 
I was during the games, so I 
can’t thank her enough for 
getting to know me on a per-
sonal level.”
	 Twilley continued, 
“Coach Kelley came into my 
life my eighth-grade year. 
He coached me on the JV 
and varsity. I could tell him 
anything no matter what and 
he would always be there to 
support me, so I can’t thank 
him enough for being there 
for me. He always knew what 
I needed no matter what, and 
he got to know his players 
on a personal level. He knew 

what we needed, and I can’t 
thank him enough. They 
were great coaches, and I 
wouldn’t want to play for any 
other coaches.”
	 Twilley learned so much 
during her time at Holly 
Pond and will miss being a 
Bronco, and playing with her 
cousin, Kamryn Tankersley.
	 “I learned that high 
school-wise, no matter 
what, you’re always right 
where you’re supposed to 
be,” Twilley said. “Growing 
up, I was always the under-
classman and I remembered 
I was so scared of all of the 
older girls. I was like, ‘I don’t 
want to overstep them,’ but 
I learned that you’re always 
right where you’re supposed 
to be. I remember when I was 
younger, I was so scared of 
those older girls. But, when-
ever I got up to senior year 
and I was the older girl, I 
was like, ‘I don’t even look at 
the younger girls as younger 
than me. I want them to all 
know that you’re right where 
you’re supposed to be at the 
right time.”
	 Twilley added, “The thing 
I’m going to miss the most 
is going to be Kamryn. We 
had such a close connection 
growing up and in sports. It 
was a great high school expe-
rience because Kamryn got 
moved up to varsity whenev-
er I was in 11th grade. We got 
to play together my 11th and 
12th grade year. I’m going 
to miss her the most, play-
ing with her. She needed me 
whenever I was out there, 
and the coaches knew that. 
They knew that we needed 
each other and so, I’m going 
to miss playing with her the 
most, because they knew we 
needed each other on that 
court just as much as we 
needed each other off. Not 
being able to play with her 
is hard because when she 
would shut down, no matter 
how bad I was playing, I 
knew I needed to step up for 
her because all she needed 
was a good talking to. She’s 
a great player and she gets 
down on herself so much. I 
remember Adrian; she would 
look at me and be like ‘Go 
talk to Kamryn.’ No matter 
what any coach said, as long 
as I was there and could talk 
Kamryn out of it, she would 
be fine. I’ll miss being there 
for her, but no matter what, 
I’m still going to be support-
ing her from the stands now 
and she can always look up 
there when she needs me.”
	 Holly Pond will hold a 
very special place in Twilley’s 
heart, and she talked about 
how important it was for 
her to be a leader. She also 

brought up a very special 
moment she had with the 
younger girls during a group 
message.
	 “Holly Pond is such a 
special school because that’s 
where my whole family grew 
up. Holly Pond is so close. 
We’re a family there. I think 
the most special thing is just 
how close everyone is at that 
school,” Twilley said. “From 
the time you’re little to the 
time you grow up, you grow 
up seeing the same faces 
every day. I think I can name 
every single person that was 
in my class. I can tell you 
their first and last name. 
That’s a good memory for me 
is knowing that I can grow up 
and know that we were all so 
close. We were a family there. 
It’s a small school and that’s 
what I love about Holly Pond 
is that we’re so close there.”
	 Twilley added, “Being a 
leader was really important 
to me. I remember during 
senior year; it was during 
basketball season, and we 
had a conflict on the team. 
We weren’t playing together 
as a team because some of us 
have never played together 

before. I remember us get-
ting together and I had actu-
ally put all the younger girls 
in a group chat. It was just 
me and the younger girls. I 
sent them this long message 
and I just told them, ‘Look, 
you all are supposed to be on 
this team. No matter what, 
even though you might be 
in ninth grade or 10th grade, 
you are a part of the varsity 
team. Every time you all are 
out there, it’s just as good 
as me, Kaylee, and Raeleigh 
being out there. You all are 
supposed to be out there. 
When you all go out there, 
do not be scared to play older 
girls. You all are here for a 
reason.’ I let them know that 
and I knew that I was there 
to support them no matter 
what. I wanted them to know 
that if they make a mistake, 
everybody makes mistakes.  I 
was like, ‘Just go out and have 
fun and do what you do. We 
put in so much work every 
single day. We practice every 
day and we run the same 
plays just as much as I run 
the plays. You all know what 
you are doing. Just go out and 
show those older girls that 

you’re just as good as them.”
	 Twilley gave some advice 
to the students that will 
be starting high school in 
August as well.
	 “Some advice to the 
underclassmen that are 
coming to high school would 
be you’re never too young 
to be a leader,” Twilley said. 
“No matter what’s happen-
ing, no matter what you’re 
going through, just know 
that you’re in the right place 
where you’re supposed to be. 
Don’t take high school for 
granted. High school goes 
by so fast. To the younger 
girls, going to those early 
morning practices; they’re 
awful, having to wake up at 
7 a.m. It was terrible, but 
now I look back and I wished 
that I was still waking up at 7 
a.m. to go to those practices 
and waking up at six to go 
to the play dates. Don’t take 
it for granted. You’re never 
too young to step up and 
be a leader. Everyone has a 
role and throughout high 
school; you’ll find what your 
role is. If you see something 
happening, step up and say 
something about it.”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

‘You’re never too young to be a leader’: Kennedy 
Twilley discusses her time at Holly Pond

Holly Pond’s Kennedy Twilley
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Obituary Announcements: June 2-3
William Coley Rager, 
60, of Cullman
Funeral service for 
William Coley Rager, 
60, of Cullman, 
Alabama, will be noon, 
Thursday, July 7, at 
the Cullman Church 
of Christ. Minister 
Steve Cummings will 
officiate the service. 
The family will receive 
friends for 10 a.m. – 
noon on Thursdays 
prior to the service. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve 
the Rager family. Mr. 

Rager was born March 
19, 1962, to Thomas 
Eugene and Patricia 
Russell Moore Rager. 
He passed from this 
life on July 1, 2022 at 
the Huntsville Hospice 
Family Care Center. 
He was the owner 
of Alabama On-Site 
and Alabama Paint 
Body. He was a loving 
husband, father, son 
and grandfather. Mr. 
Rager was preceded 
in death by his father: 
Thomas Eugene Rager 
Sr.; brother: Thomas 

Eugene Rager Jr.; uncles 
and aunts: Herman and 
Gay Russell, Jimmy and 
Mary Louise Russell, 
Louise and Violet 
Rager and Robert Rager 
and grandparents: 
Hartselle Best Russell 
and John Coley Russell.
He is survived by his 
mother: Pat Moore; 
wife: Kimberly Butler 
Rager; daughter: Brandi 
(Brandon) Pickard; 
stepdaughters: Brittany 
(Matt) Brakeman 
and Emily Miller; 
mother-in-law: Trudy 

Wood; grandchildren:, 
Addison, Shylah, Leah 
and Caden and a host 
of family and friends.

Jimmy Lawayne 
Bales, 59, of Vinemont
A graveside service for 
Jimmy Lawayne Bales 
of Vinemont will be 11 
a.m. Tuesday, July 5, 
at Mt. Zion Church of 
the Nazarene in Blount 
County. Mr. Bales was 
born Oct. 9, 1962, to 
the late Horace and 
Dora (Jenkins) Bales 
in Blount County. He 

died at the age of 59 
on July 2, at Cullman 
Regional Medical 
Center in Cullman.

Whitney Anne 
Maddux, 31, 
of Vinemont
Whitney Anne Maddux, 
age 31, of Vinemont, 
passed away Friday, 
July 1. She was born 
Feb. 19, 1991, to John 
Maddux and Erin 
Mayes Barnett. She was 
preceded in death by 
her mother: Erin Mayes 
Barnett; grandmother: 

Emi Mayes and 
brother: Hayden Shutt. 
Survivors include 
her son: Ty Maddux; 
daughter: Kyli McLeod 
and Makenzie McLeod; 
father: John (Jennifer) 
Maddux; mother-in-
law: Pam Handley; 
brother: Levi (Rhi) 
Maddux; nephew: 
Apollo Hayden Maddux; 
brother: Jackson 
White and a host of 
aunts, uncles, cousins, 
family and friends. A 
memorial service will 
be held at a later date. 

AUBURN UNIVERSITY, 
Ala. — Peaches are ripe for 
the pickin’ in Alabama. While 
there isn’t anything quite like 
a bowl of fresh-cut peaches, 
there is something to be said 
for a peach cobbler with a 
good crust. Look no further 
than the Alabama Coopera-
tive Extension System’s “The 
Auburn Cookbook.” The two-
crust peach cobbler recipe is 
sure to knock your socks off!

TWO-CRUST PEACH 
COBBLER INGREDIENTS
•	 Oil pastry for two, 8-inch 
crusts (see recipe below) 
or two 8-inch store-bought 
crusts
•	 6 cups sliced, fresh peach-
es
•	 3 tablespoons lemon juice
•	 1 cup sugar
•	 1/4 cup water
•	 5 tablespoons all-purpose 
flour
•	 1/3 cup sugar
•	 1/2 teaspoon ground 
nutmeg
•	 1 teaspoon ground cinna-
mon
•	 1 egg white (discard yolk)
•	 2 tablespoons re-
duced-calorie corn-oil mar-
garine
•	 1 tablespoon water

INSTRUCTIONS
1.	 Divide the pastry into 

three equal parts instead of 
two. Wrap each piece in wax 
paper or plastic wrap and 
chill. 

2.	 Sprinkle peaches with 
lemon juice and put in a 
saucepan. Add 1 cup of sugar 
and 1/4 cup water. Cook until 
the peaches are tender. 

3.	 Combine flour, 1/3 cup 
sugar, nutmeg and cinnamon. 
Stir until blended. 

4.	 Cook until liquid thick-
ens, stirring some while it 
cooks. Remove from heat and 
set aside. 

5.	 Roll one piece of pastry 
into a square about 1/4 inch 
thick. Cut it into strips. Place 
strips on an ungreased baking 
sheet and bake at 375°F for 8 
to 10 minutes.

6.	 Roll another piece of 
pastry into a 10-inch square 
about 1/8 inch thick. Fit crust 
into an 8-inch square baking 
pan. 

7.	 Beat egg white and 1 tbsp. 
water together. Brush pastry 
with about half of the egg 
white mixture. 

8.	 Put about half of the 
peaches on top of the pastry. 

9.	 Cut about half of the mar-
garine into small pieces and 
spread over peaches. 

10.	Arrange baked pastry 
strips over top of peaches. 

11.	 Spoon remaining peaches 
on top of pastry strips. 

12.	Dot peaches with remain-
ing margarine. 

13.	 Roll and shape remaining 
piece of pastry to fit top of 
cobbler. 

14.	Brush top of pastry with 
remaining egg white. 

15.	 Bake at 475°F for 20 to 
30 minutes or until pastry is 
golden brown.

Pro tip: To make a quick two-
crust peach, apple or cherry 
cobbler, use two 21-ounce 
cans of peach pie filling, apple 
pie filling or cherry pie filling 
in place of fresh peaches.

OIL PASTRY INGREDI-
ENTS
•	 2 cups all-purpose flour
•	 1 tablespoon sugar
•	 1/4 teaspoon salt
•	 1 teaspoon baking powder
•	 1/4 cup cold skim milk
•	 2 tablespoons ice water
•	 3 tablespoons vegetable 
oil
•	 2 tablespoons vinegar

INSTRUCTIONS
1.	 Combine flour, sugar, 
salt and baking powder in 
a medium bowl. Stir until 

evenly blended. 

2.	 In another bowl, combine 
the milk, water, oil and vine-
gar. 

3.	 Add the liquid mixture all 
at once to the flour mixture 
and stir quickly with a fork 
until it forms a soft dough. 

4.	 Dust a board or pastry 
cloth with flour, and turn the 
dough onto the floured sur-
face. 

5.	 This will be a soft dough 

and will need to be handled 
gently to form a ball smooth 
enough to roll. To do this, 
rub your hands with flour 
and shape the dough into a 
flat ball by tucking the edges 
of the dough under, gently 
turning the dough in your 
hands as you tuck. Continue 
to lightly shape the dough 
in this way until it is smooth 
enough to roll. 

6.	 Divide the dough into 
two equal parts. Wrap each 
piece in wax paper or plas-
tic wrap and refrigerate for 

several hours. Remove from 
the refrigerator about 1 hour 
before ready to roll to allow it 
to become pliable and easy to 
handle. 

7.	 Roll and shape dough. 

8.	 Bake at 425 °F for 8 to 12 
minutes or until light brown. 
This will be a tender, crisp 
pastry, but not flaky.

More information
For additional recipes, visit 
www.aces.edu.

Katie Nichols
Alabama Cooperative Extension System

Summer recipe: 2-crust peach cobbler

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
July edition of 2nd Fridays 
will be held this Friday, July 
8, bringing live music, activi-
ties, food, a farmers’ market, 
vendors, shopping, a car 
show and more to Cullman’s 
Warehouse District, nearby 
downtown merchants and 
surrounding areas. Stretch-
ing along First Avenue 
Northeast from Arnold 
Street to Fifth Street South-
east, the celebration will in-
clude multiple Kidz Zones, 
two stages and a Vendor 
Village. 
	 Attendees can hop over 
to nearby Depot Park and 

the Cullman Economic 
Development Agency for 
a cruise-in car show in 
memory of Harold Huffstut-
ler.
	 Motorcycles will be 
parked along Arnold Street. 
	 Live music will be pro-
vided by the Lamont Land-
ers Band and Rob and the 
Redbeards.
	 The party doesn’t stop 
on First Avenue, as Sacred 
Heart Church, just one block 
east, will host Bingo and 
Bunco games with cash and 
other prizes.
	 The games will be played 
in the Family Life Center 
located behind Sacred Heart 
School. 
	 Food and drink will be 

available for purchase at 
Sacred Heart and from the 
various food trucks at 2nd 
Fridays.
	 A variety of stores and 
businesses in the Ware-
house District and along 
First Avenue will extend 
their hours Friday evening 
to give eventgoers an op-
portunity to browse, shop or 
just pop in to visit.
	 The party will kick off 
this Friday evening, July 8 
at 5 p.m. and run until 10 
p.m. 
	 2nd Fridays are summer 
events coordinated by the 
Cullman Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Cullman Down-
town Merchants and Cull-
man Parks, Recreation, & 

Sports Tourism. 
	 For more informa-

tion, visit www.facebook.
com/2ndFridaysCullman 

or www.cullmanchamber.
org/2nd-fridays. 

Party (from Front)

Two-crust peach cobbler
ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM
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Bill Smith Used CarsBill Smith Used Cars
2017 GMC 
YUKON XL

$46,897
STK#217830

2018 DODGE 
DURANGO

$34,897
STK#371374

2018 GMC 
SIERRA 3500 HD

$73,897
STK#108500

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1915 SECOND AVE. NW
CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-735-2898

2014 CHEVROLET 
TAHOE

$20,897
STK#153126

2020 TOYOTA 
COROLLA

$27,897

2017 GMC 
TERRAIN

$26,897
STK#320644 STK#036410

2019 KIA
OPTIMA

$19,897
STK#338547

$27,897
STK#426633

2018 KIA
SORENTO

$29,897
STK#114271

2015 CHEVROLET 
TAHOE

$37,897
STK#981771

$31,897
STK#196228

2017 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO 1500

2019 TOYOTA 
SIENNA

$51,897
STK#235554

$40,897
STK#D12536

2020 FORD 
EXPLORER

$41,897
STK#417610

$31,987
STK#240743

2017 GMC
ACADIA

2017 GMC 
SIERRA 1500

$23,897
STK#132927

2019 FORD
FUSION

2018 GMC
YUKON

Shots from Friday night’s Red, White & Bulls rodeo 
event at No Fences Cowboy Church of Morgan County
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