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CULLMAN, Ala. — Attend-ees enjoyed a one-night-only performance of “Peter and the Wolf” Friday evening at Stone Bridge Farms, cour-tesy of BD Ballet Academy, founded by Brooke Desnoes. “Peter and the Wolf,” writ-ten by Sergei Prokofiev, is a ballet for all ages that tells a Russian folk tale of a boy and his animal friends capturing a wolf.  The ballet was created by Prokofiev to introduce his young son to the musical instruments in an orches-tra. Each animal character is identified with a different musical instrument or class of instruments.  As for how she selected this particular ballet for Fri-day’s performance, Desnoes said, “For many years ‘Peter 

and the Wolf’ was only lis-tened to and used as an edu-cational tool in classrooms across Europe and only became a narrated ballet in the 1990s. Strangely enough, even though it is extremely popular in Great Britain, I 

realized that it was seldom staged in the United States. ‘Peter and the Wolf’ has many advantages both for the au-dience and the students. It is not too long. Prokofiev’s music is delightful, and it is truly a great ballet 

‘PETER AND THE WOLF’ A HIT

Sara Gladneysara@cullmantribune.com SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNEPerformers on stage at Friday night’s production of “Peter and the Wolf”

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman County Sheriff Matt Gentry, Cullman Police Chief Kenny Culpepper and Alabama Law Enforcement Agency (ALEA) Chief of Highway Patrol 

Michael McBrayer gave an update on next weekend’s Rock the South (RTS) music festival at a press conference on Friday morning.  Gentry noted that, with more than 30,000 attendees expected at RTS each day, his goal is to do “everything hu-

manly possible to keep every-one safe” and that the event is an “all hands on deck” week-end for the various agencies. The Cullman County Sheriff’s Office (CCSO) will be in charge of the flow of traffic into and out of the event, while the 

Rock the South safety, traffic updates from law enforcementFestival returning Aug. 5-6Amy Leonardamy@cullmantribune.com

Cullman County Sheriff Matt Gentry, left, and Cullman Police Chief Kenny Culpepper, right, are seen at Friday morning’s press conference. AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Peinhardt Farm Day(s) returning Oct. 15-16 

Farm pig at the animal station at the Peinhardt Farm PEINHARDT FARM» PAGE 7

Logan VFD, others beefing up lake search and rescue capabilities

The Logan Volunteer Fire Department recently purchased this SeaArk 21-foot boat to be used in Smith Lake recovery operations. LOGAN FIRE & RESCUE/FACEBOOK» PAGE 2
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City school board meets for last time before new school year » PAGE 2Covington Casket Company distribution center coming to Hanceville » PAGE 7
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Sparrow – A 
friend through 
thick and thin Sparrow

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER
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HOLLY POND, Ala. — The 
Holly Pond Volunteer Fire 
Department (VFD) and the 
Town of Holly Pond hosted 

the inaugural Day in the Park 
at Governors Park Saturday. 
Volunteer firefighters and 
first responders introduced 
themselves to the community 
and gave various equipment 
demonstrations. 

 Holly Pond VFD Chief 
Mike Harrison said, “We’re 
trying to show the communi-
ty what we have.
 “A lot of people don’t 
know what kind of appara-
tus we have, and 

FIREFIGHTERS HOST 
DAY IN THE PARK

Holly Pond community enjoys special event

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Ty Harrison demonstrates the correct way to wear firefighter turnout 
gear at Holly Pond’s Day in the Park Saturday, July 30.
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BAILEYTON, Ala. — 
Parkside School held its 
second annual Back to School 
Bash Saturday on campus. 
 Last year, before outgrow-
ing the location, the bash was 

held at Parkside Outreach, a 
charitable organization that 
sponsors the event. 
 School Counselor Kim 
Crumbley said of the organi-
zation, “They do a lot of stuff 
for our school all year long. 
They also do our food pro-
gram and career fairs.”

 This year’s event was also 
sponsored by donations from 
the whole community, the 
Town of Baileyton and the 
school advisory team, made 
up of community members. 
Students were able to get 
prepared for the upcom-
ing school year 

‘A really good community 
that has really stepped up’
Parkside Outreach, community meet students’ needs at annual event

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Baileyton Town Councilmen Dewayne Sumner, Roy 
Shedd and Greg Griffin, Mayor Windell Calloway 
and Councilman Wendell Peterson pose for a photo 
at Parkside School’s event Saturday, July 30.

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Ryans Creek Baptist Church 
hosts inaugural car show

A bright yellow Jeep on display at Ryans Creek Baptist 
Church’s innaugural car show Saturday, July 30.

AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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HELPING HANDS
Sacred Heart School students spend part of summer 

vacation helping St. Vincent de Paul Society’s Food Bank

PHOTO AND INFORMATION COURTESY BARBARA RAGSDALE

Sacred Heart School students James Grey and Sawyer Watwood are spending some of their 
summer vacation days helping a worthy cause in Cullman. The youth are pictured loading up 
donated supplies used to help fill the shelves of the St. Vincent de Paul Society’s Food Bank, 
a community service provided by Sacred Heart of Jesus Catholic Church. The food bank is 
open Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9-11:45 a.m. Needy families are invited to visit 
the office, on the corner of Third Street Northeast, across from the Catholic Church’s rectory, 
to seek assistance with the necessary qualifying paperwork. Any resident of Cullman County 
is welcome to seek additional information at the center. With children home from school 
during the summer, the continuing rising prices and sometimes shortage of food, the shelves 
of the food bank cannot keep up with the demand facing it. Due to the Church’s volunteers, 
monetary and food donors, and special groups in the community, the food bank, a worldwide 
arm of the Catholic Church, continues to fulfill its main ministry: to feed those in need!
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CULLMAN, Ala. — For 
a decade, Rock the South 
(RTS) has promised a hot and 
sweaty, boot-stomping good 
time. Founder Shane Quick 
and his team have brought in 
beloved classic and modern 
country superstars and the 
best up-and-coming young 
guns to entertain the tens of 

thousands who flock to Cull-
man every summer. Whether 
this is your first year at RTS 
or you’re an old hat, here 
are some tips to make your 
weekend at RTS the best time 
possible.

Study the map before you 
go
Cullman County Sheriff Matt 
Gentry strongly urged fes-
tivalgoers to have a parking 

plan and route before leaving 
home to prevent confusion 
and traffic nightmares near-
ing the event. 
 Official RTS parking will 
be available on County Road 
469 which will be accessible 
by turning south on County 
Road 473 from U.S. Highway 
278 West. The second official 
parking lot will be on County 
Road 436. This lot can be 
accessed from U.S. Highway 

278 West by turning south 
on County Road 463 and 
then east on County Road 
436. From the south, the 
lot is available from County 
Road 222 by turning north on 
County Road 421 then east on 
County Road 436. 
 Private parking appears 
to be available on County 
Road 469, near the intersec-
tion of County Road 436 and 
Logan Avenue Southwest, 

and on Leonard Road south 
of Logan Avenue Southwest. 
Those spots are made avail-
able by private individuals 
and the cost will be deter-
mined by each lot. 

Remember where you 
parked
There comes a time in all our 
lives when simply parking at 
Wal-Mart requires us to take 
a picture with our 

Rock the South survival guide
Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

County Commission 
talks possible litigation 
in executive session

Left to right are Cullman County Commissioner Kerry 
Watson, Chairman Jeff Clemons and Commissioner Garry 
Marchman at Tuesday morning’s meeting.

AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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History-rich Colony 
Day celebration 
coming Aug. 6
Fish fry, dominoes and spades tournament 
will take place the night before

Colony Councilman Eric Carwell and Councilwoman Jasmine 
Cole are seen in this July 2020 Tribune file photo. Cole has 
been instrumental in the revival of Colony Day.

TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO
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Local back-to-
school events » PAGE 4
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More than 60K 
turn out to 

Rock the South 

MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Concertgoers pose for a photo Friday afternoon at Rock the South.
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VINEMONT, Ala. — With 
both the State of Alabama 
and federal government in-
vesting millions of dollars in 
the Cullman Regional Air-
port by way of the Bipartisan 

Infrastructure Law (BIL), 
specifically the Airport Infra-
structure Grant (AIG), plans 
are in the works to update the 
Vinemont airport and make 
it a contender for high-dollar 
contracts. Those contracts 
could bring an increased 
quality of life for the commu-

nity, tax revenue for both the 
city and county and better 
paying job options.
	 “The Bipartisan In-
frastructure Law is a 
once-in-a-generation in-
vestment in America’s trans-
portation network. It will 
modernize infra-

The sky’s the limit
Exponential ROI opportunity for city, 
county at Cullman Regional Airport
Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

‘The landscape is 
starting to breathe’
Master Gardeners revitalizing 
Sportsman Lake Wildflower Garden

Left to right are Cullman County Master Gardeners Gail Tidwell, 
Holly Hirsbrunner, Richard Carpenter, Lions Club Member 
Brad Mitchell, Robin Pruett and Bill Grimmett. (Several 
members involved in the project not pictured.)

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Cullman’s Imagination 
Library celebrates 1 year

Tyler Weir, Carla Weir, John Luke Allcorn and Anna 
Kate Allcorn celebrate with cupcakes.

OAKLEIGH CALAHAN

» PAGE 2

Cullman Regional Airport General Manager Ben 
Harrison (center) gives a tour of the airport in 2017.

CULLMAN TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

» PAGE 12

Registration open for CCSO 
Citizens’ Academy » PAGE 6

CULLMAN, Ala. — Tem-
peratures were in the low 90s 
and the heat index was near 
100 when the gates opened 
at this year’s Rock the South 
Friday. Thousands of coun-
try music fans of all ages de-
scended on the venue, and 
the general admission area 
steadily filled throughout the 
afternoon, reaching capacity 

near dusk.
	 As of 6 p.m., the head-
count was more than 60,000, 
with more on their way. 
Many were delayed due to a 
multiple-vehicle crash on In-
terstate 65 northbound just 
south of Exit 299, the Dodge 
City/Alabama Highway 69 
exit. 
	 Also as of 6 p.m., two ar-
rests had been made by the 
Cullman Police Department 
for unlawful possession of 

marijuana, and two people 
had been transported by 
emergency personnel for 
treatment for heat exhaus-
tion.
	 Check online at www.
CullmanTribune.com for 
an updated story on Friday 
night’s festivities.  
	 See photo galleries, in-
cluding shots of Friday night’s 
headliner, Alabama, at www.
facebook.com/CullmanTri-
bune.

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Aug. 4-5
Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Aug. 4-5, 2022. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty. 

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear 
  

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

INCIDENTS 
Aug. 1 
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substances, un-
lawful possession of danger-
ous drugs, unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
Hwy 69N 
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substances; Beech 
Ave. S.E. 
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
Hwy 69S 
•	 trespassing; Co. Rd. 1492 
•	 harassment; Co. Rd. 1343 
•	 theft of property; Co. Rd. 
682 
•	 theft of property; Co. Rd. 
1162 
•	 theft of property; Co. Rd. 
222 
•	 domestic violence; Ratliff 
St. N.E. 
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 1320 

Aug. 2 
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana, unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
Hwy 278W 
•	 criminal mischief; Co. Rd. 
262 
•	 assault; Co. Rd. 826 
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 647 
•	 burglary; Co. Rd. 535 
•	 criminal mischief; Co. Rd. 
420 
•	 assault; Co. Rd. 1203 
•	 unauthorized use of 
motor vehicle, assault; Co. 
Rd. 1530 
•	 forgery-3rd degree; Loan-
master; forged check 

Aug. 3 
•	 unlawful possession of 

dangerous drugs, unlawful 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia; U.S. 231 
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 1247 
•	 assault; Co. Rd. 791 
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substances, un-
lawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia; Co. Rd. 438 
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 654 
•	 gas drive off; Co. Rd. 437 
•	 permitting dogs to run at 
large; Co. Rd. 702 
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; Co. Rd. 222 
•	 harassment; Co. Rd. 1214 
•	 trespassing; Co. Rd. 222 
•	 criminal trespassing-3rd 
degree; West End Laundro-
mat; 4th St. S.W. 
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree-harassment; 4th St. 
S.W. 
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Walmart; Olive St. 
S.W; general merchandise; 
$206 

ARRESTS 
Aug. 1 
Calvo, Kathryn M; 19 
•	 minor in possession of al-
cohol 

Canady, Antonio L; 23 
•	 FTA-speeding 

Christian, Billy J; 40 
•	 possession of marijuana 
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs 

Cook, Sarah J; 45 
•	 FTA-obstruction of gov-
ernmental operations 

Drane, Anthony F; 36 
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 

Garnett, Alton K; 66 
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs 

Griffin, Heather N; 31 
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 

Hand, Keith W; 48 
•	 causing delinquency, de-
pendency or need of supervi-
sion of children 

Harbin, Jason L; 42 

•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 

Heflin, Jonathan D; 33 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 

Hicks, Justin T; 28 
•	 public intoxication 

Mason, Mitchell L; 34 
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended, revoked or cancelled 
•	 FTA-operating vehicle 
without insurance 

Myrick, Brandi M; 45 
•	 FTA-obstructed wind-
shied 

Palmer, Christy M; 48 
•	 negotiating worthless in-
strument (3 counts) 

Parker, Brandon R; 49 
•	 public intoxication 

Ponder, Christina M; 40 
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family 

Swann, Ethan J; 19 
•	 DUI 

Aug. 2 
Clay, Cody L; 34 
•	 Violation of release or-
der-promoting prison con-
traband 

Elliott, Sonya M; 38 
•	 Probation Violation-pos-
session of dangerous drugs 

Hooper, Steven D; 40 
•	 Bail Jumping-possession 
of drug paraphernalia-1st of-
fence 
•	 Bail Jumping-possession 
of dangerous drugs 
•	 Bail Jumping-driving 
while suspended, revoked or 
cancelled 
•	 Bail Jumping-no seat belt 
Kelso, James G; 29 
•	 Probation Violation-pos-
session of dangerous drugs 

McBrayer, Shaun M; 39 
•	 FTA-attempting to elude 
police officer 
•	 FTA-freshwater fishing 

Perkins, Rusty L; 44 
•	 FTA-negotiating worth-
less instrument 

Rouse, Ricky G; 44 
•	 Probation Violation-bur-
glary 

Tennison, Candace R; 39 
•	 FTA-DUI (controlled 
substances) 

Terrell, Pashinz D; 21 
•	 public intoxication 

Veal, Joshua S; 38 
•	 FTA-receiving stolen ve-
hicle 

Aug. 3 
Baldwin, Richard B; 48 
•	 FTA-attempting to elude 
police officer 

Ballard, Austin T; 25 
•	 Bail Jumping-theft-shop-
lifting 
•	 Bail Jumping-theft-mis-
cellaneous 
•	 Bail Jumping-robbery 

Bellar, Travis W; 44 
•	 enticing a child for im-
moral purpose 
•	 sexual abuse of child less 
than 12-years-old 

Combs, Bradley R; 38 
•	 FTA-unlawful break-
ing and entering vehicles (4 
counts) 

Denney, Jeremy W; 39 
•	 F T A - a s s a u l t - d o m e s -
tic-harassment-family 

Drummond, Jason N; 30 
•	 permitting dogs to run at 
large 

Duncan, Micah A; 27 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 
•	 possession of marijuana 

Fanning, Ricky D; 30 
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA-public intoxication 
•	 FTA-auto theft 

Hargrave, Kyle A; 28 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs 

Johnson, James L; 47 
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family 

Linn, Rachel A; 38 
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 
•	 public intoxication 

Mann, Jerry L; 62 
•	 harassment 

Patterson, Dawson J; 25 
•	 liquor law violation 

Patterson, Zachary T; 30 
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended 

Reed, Sandra K; 66 
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family 

Shelton, Savannah R; 29 
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 

Shikle, William C; 35 
•	 FTA-burglary 
•	 FTA-criminal mischief 
•	 FTA-possession of drugs 
paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA-theft 

Strange, Jeffrey D; 38 
•	 possession of marijuana 

Wagner, Jessie W; 42 
•	 non-support of child 
 

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT 

INCIDENTS 
Aug. 3 
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering a motor vehicle; 2nd 
Ave. S.E; tools; $1,645 
•	 forgery-3rd degree; 
forged checks 
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering a motor vehicle; 8th 
St. S.E 
•	 forgery-3rd degree; 
forged checks 
•	 identity theft 
•	 criminal mischief-1st 
degree; Industrial Dr. S.W; 
damage to 2022 Kawasaki; 
$3,925 

ARRESTS 
Aug. 3
Baldwin, Richard B; 48 
•	 FTA-theft of services 

Cofield, Caleb C; 37 
•	 FTA-possession of drug 

paraphernalia 
•	 FTA-improper lane usage 

Culpepper, Carrie D; 24 
•	 FTA-theft of proper-
ty-4th degree 

Oliver, Michael A; 44 
•	 unlawful possession and 
receiving controlled sub-
stance 
•	 criminal trespassing-3rd 
degree 
•	 FTA-public intoxication 
•	 FTA-providing false in-
formation to law enforce-
ment 
•	 FTA-criminal trespass-
ing-3rd degree 
•	 FTA-driving without li-
cense 
•	 FTA-insurance violation 

Aug. 4 
Ballard, Austin T; 25 
•	 FTA-unlawful possession 
of marijuana-2nd degree 
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia 
•	 FTA-expired tag 
•	 FTA-driving without a li-
cense 
•	 FTA-DUI 
•	 FTA-insurance violation 
•	 FTA-driving while re-
voked 

Dover, Joshua A; 40 
•	 FTA-driving while re-
voked 

Graves, Kevin D; 36 
•	 criminal trespassing-3rd 
degree 

Griffin, Jonathan B; 38 
•	 FTA-domestic vio-
lence-3rd degree 
•	 FTA-violation of protec-
tion order 

Shikle, William C; 35 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia 

Smith, Kenneth W; 46 
•	 ignition interlock 
 

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT 

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.
 
Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.cull-
mantribune.com.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

See The Complete Itinerary with Q&A 
2:00, Sat, Aug. 13, Grace Episcopal’s Arnold House  

305 Arnold Street NE, Cullman 
➢➢  No cost or obligation to attend!  

Please email or text Bill if you plan to attend:  
BMcCartney@TheRedDoorCullman.com  •  256-338-3074  

Leading Italian Adventures! since 2014  
  

10 Day  
Italian  

Adventure! 
April 13-22, 2023  

Only $2,895! 
 

Optional Air & Transfer Pkg. $995  
 

Easy Payment Plan Available 

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

WRECKER/TOW  
TRUCK Driver 

 

IN HOUSE TRAINING 
 

Clean driving record, clean criminal 
record, able to pass DOT physical, able 

to pass pre-employment drug and 
alcohol screening, must be 21 

 years of age or older, 
 good positive work ethics. 

 

NO PHONE CALLS 
 

Stop in office to fill out application 
 Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

 

BENEFITS: BCBS Insurance, Life 
 Insurance, Dental Insurance & 401K 

 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Friends of the Public Li-
braries of Cullman County 
(TFPLCC) on Friday cel-
ebrated its one-year anni-
versary of encouraging chil-
dren’s literacy through its 
partnership with Dolly Par-
ton’s Imagination Library. 
	 Kids who visited were 
treated to cupcakes and col-
ored birthday cards for the 
library.
	 They also had a chance to 
sign up to receive free month-

ly books if they weren’t al-
ready on the list. 
	 Dolly Parton’s Imagina-
tion Library delivers books 
into the hands of children 
across the world. Each book 
is mailed to the child’s home 
and personalized with his or 
her name.
	 The Cullman County 
Imagination Library has seen 
great success in its first year. 
Thanks to local sponsors, all 
residents need to do to re-
ceive free monthly books for 
their children is sign up.
	 All children younger than 
5 are eligible, as long as they 

are residents of Cullman 
County.
	 Work on the local pro-
gram started last fall when 
the Cullman Electric Coop-
erative volunteered to be the 
TFPLCC’s primary sponsor.
	 Local businesses and 
organizations that have 
since joined as sponsors are 
Cullman County Schools, 
R.E. Garrison Trucking, Peo-
ples Bank of Alabama, Apel 
Steel, McCaw Hydraulics, 
the United Way of Cullman 
County, Listerhill Credit 
Union, Lazarus, LLC and the 
Cullman Rotary Club. 

	 “We have given over 
22,000 books in this 12-
month period. We have 
reached 2,000 kids,” said 
TFPLCC President Tanya 
Allcorn. 
	 The Cullman County 
Imagination Library has al-
ready surpassed goals that 
are generally not reached 
until year three of becoming 
a partner. 
	 Said Allcorn, “We are 
doing a great sponsorship 
through the month of August 
where you can give online to 
sponsor a child individually if 
someone wants to just pay it 

forward.” 
	 The cost of the Imagina-
tion Library is $25 per year 
per child, or $2.10 per book. 
Donations from corpora-
tions, community groups and 
individuals make the pro-
gram possible.
	 Any business or commu-
nity group that would like to 
be a corporate sponsor can 
contact Allcorn at friendsof-
cullmanlibraries@gmail.com 

or Oakleigh Calahan at oak-
leighc@cullmanec.com. 
	 Individual sponsorships 
can be made by visiting www.
ccimaginationlibrary.com/
give/.
	 For $25, you can sponsor 
one child for one year in the 
program.
	 For $125, you can sponsor 
one child through the pro-
gram from birth until his or 
her 5th birthday.

Library (from Front)
Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WWeennddyy  SSaacckk  ––  EEddiittoorr  
  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr

AAmmyy  LLeeoonnaarrdd  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
SSaarraa  GGllaaddnneeyy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr    --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  
BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  

HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt
MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    

RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” Com-
munity Women’s Bible 
Study
• Tuesday mornings at 10 
at the Hebrews Cafe at East 
Side Baptist Church, 1111 
Third St. SE in Cullman
• Please wear a mask/face 
covering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Saturday 
of each month from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many every-
day items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a 
bag, and for $40 a shopper 
can fill a large box. Some of 
the items of greater value 
will require a larger dona-
tion. There will be some 
restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 
1650 St. Joseph Drive NW, 
Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to re-
ceive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise classes- 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Chil-
dren welcome.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children Mon-
days 11 a.m.- noon, Tues-
days 1-2 p.m. and Wednes-
days-Fridays 11 a.m.-noon. 
Cullman Housing Authority 
Community Center 1545 
Vine Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in or 
take out. Sponsored by Kids 
Loving Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life 
Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children 
ages 1-18 in need of assis-
tance to celebrate their 
birthdays. Register your 
child and pick up a birthday 
box with cake mix, icing, 
sprinkles, decorations and 
toys! Pick up is the last 
weekend of the month. Sat-
urday (5100 Curry High-
way Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. or the 
last Sunday of the month at 
Spirit Life Church Cullman 
from 12:30-1 p.m.  Birth 
certificate is required at the 
time of box pickup. Regis-
ter at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478.
•	 Saturday, Aug. 6 - 8 a.m. 
Men’s Breakfast and Com-
munity Outreach - Join our 
men for a free breakfast; 
help prepare and distribute 
sack lunches in the 5 Points 
area. All men are welcome!
•	 Sunday, Aug. 7 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call 256-841-2060 
for pickup. Breakfast 9:30 
a.m. Bible study classes for 
children, youth, and adults 
10 a.m. Adult class by Pam 
Dodd. 11 a.m. message by 
Pastor Bobby Dodd.

Miércoles de Despensas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles del 
mes, En Su Tierra Cullman 
FUMC
• Despensas para la comuni-
dad. No requiere ID. Entre-

ga en su vehículo. Por favor 
use mascarilla.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 
12-Step Groups
The Goose Hung High 
Group of Alcoholics Anon-
ymous - 1st Church of Naz-
arene, 5415 U.S. Highway 
157, Cullman, AL 35058 - 
CLOSED Literature Study, 
SUNDAYS at 3 p.m. - Handi-
cap accessible

CASA volunteer training
Cullman County CASA 
(Court Appointed Special 
Advocates) is looking for 
dedicated volunteers to 
speak up for abused and 
neglected children in foster 
care. They need YOUR 
VOICE! A training class 
will be beginning soon! For 
more information, please 
contact Candace Lingo at 
cullmancountycasa@msn.
com. 

T.O.P.S (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
Cullman Housing Authority 
Community Center (1545 
Vine Circle SW, Cullman, 
AL 35055). First meeting 
is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly meet-
ings providing information, 
accountability, support and 
encouragement where you 
make the changes that make 
sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those 
affected by someone else’s 
addiction. We offer Help 
by sharing our experienc-
es, strength and hope. We 
carry the message of hope 
by letting others know that 
they are not alone by prac-
ticing the 12 Steps of NAR-
ANON and changing our 
own attitudes. We Respect 
Your Anonymity. Our pro-
gram is not a religious one, 
but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470 
for more information. 

St. Bernard Prep Applica-
tions Open
St. Bernard Prep is accept-
ing applications for resi-
dential and day students 
in grades 7-11.  Think you 
can’t afford it - think again.  
If your child qualifies aca-
demically, scholarships and 
financial aid are available!   
Call to schedule an appoint-
ment today at 256-739-6682 
or visit https://stbernard-
prep.com/.

Festhalle Farmers’ 
Market
• Open Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. until October
• Located at 209 First Ave. 
NE, Cullman, AL

Berlin Farmers’ Market
• Open Saturdays from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. until October
• Located at 50 Mt. Carmel 
Drive off U.S. Highway 278

Master’s Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, 
AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.
	
Rock the South
Saturday, Aug. 6 at 1872 
County Road 469, Cullman. 
Get more information and 
purchase tickets at www.
rockthesouth.com. 

Heartland Quilters Yard 
Sale 
Saturday, Aug. 6, 8 a.m.-
noon, at Christ Covenant 
Church, 1310 Saint Joseph 
Dr., Cullman 

Food Box and School Sup-
plies Giveaway
Saturday, Aug. 6, from 9 
a.m.-noon, those in need can 
go by The Link of Cullman 
County’s drive-through for 
food and school supplies. 
Five-hundred food boxes 
will be given away, and the 
school supplies will be avail-
able by request while sup-
plies last. 708 Ninth St. SE 
in Cullman

White City Jr. High 
School Reunion 
Saturday, Aug. 6. It has 
been moved to the first Sat-
urday in August from now 
on.  Meet at the Johnson’s 
Crossing Fire Dept. at the 
site of the old school (1542 
County Road 617, Hancev-
ille) any time after 9 a.m.  We 
will furnish ice, tea, plates, 
cups, cutlery, etc.  This re-
union is for anyone who ever 
attended the school, not just 
certain classes.  Bring your 
favorite dish and join us for 
the fun and fellowship.

86th Annual Sandlin Re-
union
• First Sandlin Reunion 
after two years will be back 
at the Cold Springs Commu-
nity Center (8821 County 
Road 109 in Bremen) Sat-
urday, Aug. 6 from 10:30 
a.m.-3 p.m. Bring covered 
dishes and drinks. Plates, 
cups, napkins, forks and ice 
will be provided. Invite your 
Sandlin relatives!
• For more information, 
email patsymedlock@bell-
south.net or call 205-915-
1870.

Swamp John’s Dinner
Tuesday, Aug. 9, 4-7 p.m. at 
St. Andrew’s United Meth-
odist Church, 615 Main Ave. 
SW, Cullman, eat in or carry 
out

Bingo and Bunco at 
Sacred Heart during 2nd 
Fridays 
Friday, Aug. 12, at the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Family Life 
Center. Bingo, 50 cents per 
card, 5-9 p.m. Bunco, $20 
for one player and $35 for 
two players, 6-8 p.m. Food 
and drink available for pur-
chase in the air-conditioned 
FLC behind the church. 
Funds raised benefit both 
the school and the church. 
All welcome- y’all come!

Sinyard Family Reunion
Join us for good fellowship 
and good food at 10 a.m., 
Aug. 13, 2022, at the Moody 
Center in Hanceville.

West Point Movie Night
• Aug. 20 – “Jumanji”
• Will be held at the ball field 
at West Point Town Hall 
(3990 County Road 1141, 
Vinemont, AL 35179). Con-
cessions will open at 7 p.m. 
with cheeseburgers, hot 
dogs and regular concession 
food. The movie begins at 
8:15 p.m. and ends at 10:45 
p.m. Please bring blankets 
and chairs. Adults are $5 
and kids are free. Popcorn 
supplied by Kernel Kull-
man. 

GriefShare Grief Support 
Group
• Sundays, 3-5 p.m., Aug. 
21-Nov. 20 at First Bap-
tist Church Cullman, 501 
Second. Ave. SW
• Help and encouragement 
after the death of a spouse, 
child, family member or 
friend- GriefShare is a spe-
cial weekly seminar and 
support group designed to 
help you rebuild your life 
after losing a loved one. Our 
group is led by caring people 
who have experienced 
grief and want to help you 

through the difficult days 
ahead. We know it hurts, 
and we want to help. Call 
256-734-5632 for more in-
formation.

Pleasant View Singing
Pleasant View Missionary 
Baptist Church will have its 
regular third Sunday night 
singing Aug. 21 at 5 p.m. with 
“New Ground” from Scotts-
boro. The church is located 
on U.S. Highway 278, ap-
proximately 2 miles east of 
Holly Pond on the left. For 
more information, call 256-
796-5986.

Swamp John’s Dinner
Monday, Aug. 22, from 4-7 
p.m. at 2659 County Road 
1545 (Gold Ridge Road). Eat 
in or carry out. $13 a plate. 
Call C.H. Loyd at 205-706-
2556 for more information.

Holly Pond Lions Club 
Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, Aug. 27 from 6-9 
a.m. at the Lions Club build-
ing at Holly Pond Lions Club 
Park.  All-you-can-eat pan-
cakes, sausage and bacon. 
Admission is a donation. 
The proceeds benefit local 
sight projects. We hope to 
see you there!   

Cullman Downtown Mer-
chants Association Blue-
grass Festival 
Saturday, Sept. 9 from 5-10 
p.m. at Depot Park. Fea-
tured guests are Cotton 
Pickin’ Kids, Barefoot Nellie 
and Cottonmouth Creek. 
Food, fun, music for all. For 
more information, email 
atog218@aol.com. 

Hanceville Kids’ Night 
Out 
Thursday, Sept. 15, 2022, 
from 6-8 p.m. at C.W. Day 
Park. This yearly event 
provides the community’s 
children a chance to get to 
know local police officers, 
fire personnel and commu-
nity leaders while enjoying 
family fun.

Oktoberfest German 
Dinner at Sacred Heart
The annual Oktoberfest 
German Dinner will be 
held at Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Church’s Family 
Life Center on Wednes-
day, Sept. 28, from 4-7 p.m. 
Sponsored by the women’s 
Altar Society, the event 
this year is drive-thru only 
-follow signs at church. The 
meal consists of bratwurst 
and German-style kraut, 
(meat by Brickyard Meats), 
German potato salad, green 
beans, applesauce, bread 
and dessert for $15. There 
are NO children’s meals this 
year. All proceeds raised go 
toward the sponsoring Altar 
Society’s church upkeep 
projects. Everyone welcome 
to enjoy this yearly meal 
celebrating our German 
heritage!

Harvest to Home Dinner 
& Silent Auction 
Sept. 29 at 5:30 p.m. This 
will be a locally-sourced 
dinner starting with a menu 
curated by Chef Nichols, 
department chair of the 
Wallace State Culinary Arts 
Program. This is the North 
Alabama Agriplex’s largest 
yearly fundraising effort. 
More details coming soon. 

Peinhardt Farm Day(s) 
The Peinhardt Living His-
tory Farm Foundation 
will host Peinhardt Living 
History Farm Day over an 
unprecedented two-day 
span this year: Saturday and 
Sunday, Oct. 15-16, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. This hands-on 
fall festival teaches all ages 
what farm life was like in the 
1930s and 1940s in north 
Alabama. Free for ages 2 
and younger and $10 for all 
others. The farm is located 
at 1711 Talley Ho St., Cull-
man. 

Aug. 4, 2022 
C O V I D - 1 9 
update from 
the Alabama 

Department of Public 
Health’s COVID-19 Dash-
board Hub (https://bit.
ly/3iVJwXK)  
 
ADPH COVID-19 dash-
board changes   
As of May 19, 2022, the 
Overall Levels of Commu-
nity Transmission was re-
moved from the Data and 
Surveillance Dashboard. 
We have added two tabs: 
Community Levels for 
the public and Commu-
nity Transmission Levels 
for healthcare facility use 
only to the Dashboard 
Hub: arcg.is/0brSGj. 
 
Case details* (Updated 
Thursdays)  
•	 Positivity in tests in Al-
abama: 29%
•	 Confirmed cases in Al-
abama (2020): 387,822 
•	 Confirmed cases in Al-
abama (2021): 538,459 
•	 Confirmed cases in 
Alabama (2022): 510,249 
(increase of 12,048)
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2020): 7,189 
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2021): 9,558 
•	 Total confirmed deaths 
in Alabama (2022) 3224 
(increase of 83)
•	 Positivity in tests in 
Cullman Co.: 10.3% 
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co. (2020): 
7,567
•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co. (2021): 
9,754 

•	 Total confirmed cases 
in Cullman Co. (2022): 
9,748 (increase of 213)
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2020): 128 
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2021): 188 
•	 Deaths in Cullman Co. 
(2022): 55 (no change)
•	 Total tested in Cullman 
Co. in the last 7 days: 1,337
•	 Total tested positive in 
Cullman Co. in the last 7 
days: 138
•	 Total tested in Alabama 
in the last 7 days: 32,681
•	 Total positive tests in 
Alabama in the last 7 days: 
9,481
 
Vaccine details (updated 
Thursdays)
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama: 10,145,595
•	 Doses delivered to Ala-
bama providers: 5,122,565
•	 Doses administered:  
6,267,057 (increase of 
18,321)
•	 Additional doses ad-
ministered:  919,700 (in-
crease of 4,539)
•	 Number of people re-
ceiving one or more doses: 
2,903,080 (increase of 
3,656)
•	 Number of people who 
have completed vaccine 
series: 2,401,261 (increase 
of 3,285)
•	 Doses delivered to fed-
eral programs: 5,023,030

View the Alabama 
COVID-19 Vaccination 
Allocation Plan at: www.
alabamapublichealth.gov/
covid19vaccine/assets/
adph-covid19-vaccina-
tion-allocation-plan.pdf/. 

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

YOUR HEALTH

YOUR STATUS

YOUR BEST LIFE
For more information on HIV/AIDS such as testing, treatment, and 

services, visit alabamapublichealth.gov/hiv/testing.html. 
For information on PrEP, visit alabamapublichealth.gov/hiv/prep.html.

Integrated HIV Programs for Health Departments to Support Ending the HIV Epidemic in the United States  
6 NU62PS924613-01-0 • CFDA-93.940 Notice of Funding Opportunity - PS20 2010

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

   JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 5 6 - 8 5 0 - 0 5 2 7

                w w w. J S E A L . c om
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ARLEY, Ala. — In this inter-
view, I talked to former bas-
ketball and baseball player at 
Meek High School, Ephram 
Milne. He had some amaz-
ing memories in his years 
at Meek both on and off the 
playing field. 
	 “My favorite basketball 
memories were winning area 
and getting on the All-Area 
team; also, going to Wallace 
to play in the Sweet 16. The 
environment and communi-
ty in Arley is just completely 
amazing.
	 “They all came out to all 
the games no matter what 
the sport was, and they didn’t 
even have to have a kid play-
ing. It’s a small town with 
a strong backbone and I’m 
blessed to say that I graduat-
ed from Meek High School,” 
he said.
	 He added, “While most 
of my memories at Meek 
revolved around sports, we 
had a teammate’s parents 
take the whole team to watch 
the Alabama-LSU basketball 
game at Alabama during the 
season.”

	 Milne feels lucky to have 
played for a great Head Bas-
ketball Coach Bryan Woods 
and soaked up so much from 
him during his playing days 
at Meek.
	 “Bryan Woods is one of 
the realest people you will 
ever meet. He held us ac-
countable, and he helped 
lead by example. If he was at 
practice, he expected us to 
be there. He went out of his 
way to get us speakers and 
made sure we were prepared 
for whatever life threw at us. 
It wasn’t just about winning 
games, his goal was to make 
us better men,” he said.
	 Milne learned a lot during 
his time at Meek and feels 
very blessed to have been a 
Tiger during his high school 
career.
	 “I learned a lot at Meek. 
Meek allowed me to be 
myself. They didn’t care what 
my last name was or how 
much money I had. Meek is 
a small community with a big 
heart.
	 “Everyone knows every-
one and was welcoming with 
open arms. Meek taught me 
that with grit and hard work, 
anything is possible. We had 

some tough times in bas-
ketball, but with the help of 
my coaches and teammates, 
they taught me how to lead. 
During my time at Meek, 
being taught and being held 
accountable is one thing I 
will forever be thankful for.”
	 He added, “What makes 
Meek special is how the com-
munity is. They are amazing; 
the teachers and coaches 
play huge roles for every 
single student that goes to 
that school.
	 “The kids at the school 
are also a huge bonus. It 
was never a dull moment at 
Meek; they will always keep 
us on our toes.”
	 Milne will not only miss 
being a Tiger next season, 
but he will also miss being a 
leader to the younger players 
on the team.
	 “I will miss my coaches, 
the community, sports, and 
most importantly, my team-
mates. In every sport that 
I played, me and my team-
mates were like brothers. We 
hung out and we basically did 
everything together,” he said.
	 “Being a leader to the 
younger players played a 
huge role in my senior year. 

I started out the year going 
well and staying on the right 
track to getting comfort-
able and losing it, but coach 
Woods talked me through it, 
and I got on the right track. I 
appreciate everything coach 
Woods has done for me. I 
hope that I helped lead the 
younger players half as much 
as he led me.”
	 Milne gave some advice 
to the students that will be 
starting high school in a few 
days.
	 “Enjoy it, get your school-
work done and most impor-
tantly, just have fun. Go sup-
port your school no matter 
if it’s sports-related or the 
county math tournament. A 
good crowd and knowing you 
have supporters is beneficial 
in every step of life,” he said. 
	 “Don’t just concentrate 
on your small friend circle. 
Go make friends with the 
new kid and ask that person 
to eat lunch together. Just 
make the best out of every-
thing and live in the moment. 
It’s not a bad thing to have 
some goals, but don’t let 
them limit you on how you’re 
going to take on this school 
year.”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

‘Meek allowed me to be myself ’: Ephram Milne remembers his time as a Tiger

Meek’s Ephram Milne
MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — The 
2021-2022 season saw the 
Good Hope Raiders finish 
with a 20-11 record, a Cull-
man County Championship, 
a runner-up finish in the area 
and another appearance at 
Sub-Regionals. One of two 
returning seniors on this 
year’s team, Colton Lindsey 
has played a lot of travel ball 
this summer to help his game 
even more after coming off 
back-to-back surgeries on 
his right knee. He’s had a 
blast with some amazing 
teammates the past few years 
and is looking forward to hit-
ting the court with them this 
season.
	 “Travel ball helps so 
much, especially coming 
off an injury. It has really 
helped me get back to game 
speed and back into shape for 
school ball,” he said.
	 “Playing with this group 
of guys has been great the 
last few years. I’m definitely 
going to miss the leadership 
and guidance the seniors had 
on me last year. We definitely 
have big shoes to fill. Tanner 
was not only a good leader, 
but he also knew when we 
needed him to go get us 

a bucket. Noah brought a 
tough edge on defense that 
we’ll definitely miss, and he 
had the ability to knock down 
tough jumpers.
	 “Canaan brought the 
energy and the vocal part of 
being a leader. He was always 
talking on the bench and let-
ting us know what he saw and 
what we could do to adjust.”
	 Lindsey is coming off 
multiple knee surgeries and 
has had the full support of his 
team, his coaches and all of 
his loved ones.
	 “It’s been tough return-
ing from both surgeries. It’s 
been tougher mentally than 
physically, but God has bless-
ed me with a great support 
system,” Lindsey said.
	 “Without my family, 
coaches, teammates, and the 
great therapist at Encore, I 
wouldn’t have been able to 
recover from either of the 
knee surgeries.” 
	 Lindsey feels blessed to 
play for head coach Drew 
Adams and assistant coach 
Scott Adams and has soaked 
up so much from them so far.
	 “They are both great 
people who care about their 
players on and off the court. 
Both men are great role 
models. They both make 
sure that basketball is not 

who we are, but what we 
do. They make sure that we 
know Jesus Christ as our 
savior, and that we know that 
is more important than any 
basketball game we’ll ever 
play. I’ve definitely learned a 
lot from both coaches on and 
off the court.”
	 Good Hope will have a 
lot of experience coming 
back this upcoming season 
despite losing three key se-
niors to graduation. Lindsey 
will be one of the leaders on 
this team and has learned 
so much from the upper-
classmen before him that 
has helped him become the 
player that he is today. 
	 “I think experience will 
be key for us this season. Our 
end goal is to always end our 
season in Birmingham.
	 “This year is just like any 
other. We play good compe-
tition in the summer and in 
the regular season to prepare 
us for the tough teams we 
may play in the postseason,” 
he said.
	 “I definitely want to be a 
leader for the younger guys. 
It’s important to keep pos-
itive after a tough practice 
or a tough game. Confidence 
in yourself and your game is 
definitely one of the most im-
portant parts of basketball.”

	 He added, “The upper-
classmen have definitely 
helped me become the player 
I am today. The past three 
or four senior classes have 
really set the example of 
what it takes to accomplish 
your goals. I’m lucky and 
thankful to be a part of a 
school and community that 
supports their athletes.”
	 Lindsey has been work-
ing on his game a lot in the 
summer and has set some 
goals for himself. He feels 
honored to be a part of a spe-
cial team and talked about 
what makes them special to 
watch.
	 “I’ve definitely been 
working on getting up and 
down the court a little bit 
better, as well as working 
on finishing at a higher per-
centage around the rim. My 
goal this year is to step into 
more of a leadership role. I 
want to be the teammate that 
everyone can count on any-
time, not just on the court. 
This team is definitely fun to 
watch. Almost any player can 
lead us in scoring any night. 
You never know which player 
is going to have the hot hand. 
I don’t think we’ll have a 
problem scoring the ball. 
This team is definitely one to 
keep an eye on in February.”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

‘I want to be the teammate that everyone can count on’: 
Good Hope’s Colton Lindsey preparing for senior season

Good Hope’s Colton Lindsey
BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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•CULLMAN, AL

Matt Stell • Dee jay silver and more

MOrgan waLleN
•••alABamA•••

Hardy • Jamey Johnson • Koe Wetzel 

JIMMIe ALlEn • COlt fOrd • KOlbY COoper 
anNE WILsON • PECos & the RoOFTops

tickets on SALE now at ROCKTHESOUTH.COM

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

‘A Journey for Love’
Vinemont Eagle Band halftime show 

packed with familiar love songs
Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

VINEMONT, Ala. — The 
Vinemont Eagle Band fin-
ished up two weeks of band 
camp July 29, preparing a 
love song-packed halftime 
show for this fall.
	 The 43-member group 
has its opener down, and 
Band Director Skylar King 
said that with the band’s 
current pace, a new song will 
be finished every one to two 
weeks. 
	 “We kind of take our time 
learning the process of set-
ting a show and doing it cor-
rectly with the goal of adding 
a song every week or every 

two weeks just depending on 
how long the song is, how dif-
ficult the moves are,” he said.
	 The show title is “A Jour-
ney for Love.” Each song 
will have a love theme. The 
band will open with Queen’s 
“Don’t Stop Me Now,” fol-
lowed by Soulja Boy’s “Kiss 
Me Through the Phone,” 
Vanessa Carlton’s “A Thou-
sand Miles,” Olivia Rodrigo’s 
“Driver’s License” and ending 
with Marvin Gaye’s “Ain’t No 
Mountain High Enough.”
	 King picked the musical 
selections with the aim of 
having something every-
one listening will be able to 
identify. “I definitely try and 
get everybody,” he said. “I 

have a wide range of musical 
tastes, and so I try and ensure 
that I’m keeping my interest 
through the year a little bit as 
well, and definitely getting all 
of our audience members we 
play for on Fridays and Satur-
days.”
	 The Vinemont High 
School Band program begins 
inviting in new students 
when they start eighth grade. 
The band has about nine 
new rookies that get to be 
tutored by a predominantly 
senior-led program.
	 “We actually have 20 se-
niors, so we have a really great 
opportunity that our seniors 
get to make a big impact on 
the younger students,” said 

King.
	 “Our younger students 
are really learning and doing 
well, and I think (they will) 
take what the senior example 
has been so far at camp and 
continue that for hopefully 
the rest of the season.
	 “Especially at Vinemont, 
we’ve had a really good band 
culture for a long time, and 
that’s really always come 
from our seniors and our sec-
tion leaders really maintain-
ing the importance of doing 
things the right way and 
pushing through those more 
challenging rehearsals and 
expectations. We definitely 
rely on our seniors to set that 
pace and to be the example.”

The Vinemont Eagle Band drumline performs for friends and family July 29.
APRIL SMITH CASON

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.
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Applications open for WSCC Child Development, EMS, Nursing programs

Cullman’s Sybil Tubbs 
graduates from SUNY Oneonta

Gail Crutchfield
Wallace State

Contributed
Contributor

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — The 
Wallace State Communi-
ty College (WSCC) Child 
Development, Emergency 
Medical Services and Nurs-
ing programs are currently 
accepting applications for the 
Spring 2023 semester.  
	 The Nursing program is 
accepting applications for its 
traditional associate degree 
and certificate option and 
the UAB/WSCC Joint Enroll-
ment option through Sept. 
1. The traditional option is 
a five-semester program, 
with a certificate for prac-
tical nursing awarded after 
successful completion of the 
third semester and an asso-

ciate in applied science at the 
end of the fifth semester. 
	 The joint enrollment 
option is a nine-semester 
program, with four semes-
ters of prerequisites required 
before applying to the col-
leges and completing five 
semesters of nursing classes 
through WSCC and UAB, 
leading to concurrent asso-
ciate and bachelor’s degrees 
from each college.  
	 Minimum requirements 
to apply for the tradition-
al option include an ACT 
composite score of 18, a C or 
better on all general required 
courses, a 2.0 GPA at current 
or last institution attended 
and a minimum 2.5 GPA on 
nursing required academics.
	 For the UAB/WSCC Joint 

Enrollment option, the ACT 
minimum requirement is 20 
and minimum GPA at current 
or previous institution is 2.5, 
plus the 2.5 GPA requirement 
on nursing required academ-
ics. 
	 A Nursing Information 
Session will be held Aug. 22 
from 2-4 p.m.in the School 
of Nursing building. Register 
for the free session at www.
wallacesetate.edu/nursing.  
	 For more information, 
contact Mechelle Baker at 
256-352-8199 or mechelle.
baker@wallacestate.edu or 
visit www.wallacestate.edu/
nursing.  
	 Applications for the Child 
Development and Emergen-
cy Medical Services (EMS) 
programs will open on Aug. 1 

and will be accepted through 
Nov. 1.  
	 The Child Development 
program offers several cer-
tificates that can be stacked 
toward earning an associate 
degree.
	 There is also a transfer 
option for those seeking to 
earn a bachelor’s degree. 
Minimum requirements to 
apply include a GPA of 2.0. 
An ACT score is not required. 
There are no prerequisite 
courses to take in advance of 
applying. All classes for the 
program can be completed 
online.  
	 Contact program direc-
tor Dr. Marcie Robinson at 
256-352-8383 or marcie.rob-
inson@wallacestate.edu or 
visit www.wallacestate.edu/

Child-Development. 
	 The EMS program is 
accepting applications for 
EMT and Advanced EMT. 
Minimum requirements to 
apply for EMT include being 
eligible for ENG 101 or have 
completed ENG 101 with a 
grade of 75 or better.
	 Minimum requirements 
for Advanced EMT are to be 
eligible to enroll in both ENG 
101 and MTH 100 or have 
completed both with a grade 
of 75 or better. No ACT is re-
quired for either option.  
	 For more information, 
contact program director 
Gregory Lawrence at 256-
352-8335 or gregory.law-
rence@wallacestate.edu or 
visit www.wallacestate.edu/
EMS.  

	 Registration for Fall 
2022 semester is currently 
underway, with Regular and 
Mini Term I classes starting 
August 18. Registration for 
those terms will continue 
through Aug. 24.
	 Mini Term II classes will 
begin Oct. 14. Online Flex 
Start terms will be offered, 
with classes starting Aug. 25 
for Flex Start I and Sept. 1 for 
Flex Start II Registration for 
Flex Start I is Aug. 25-31 and 
Sept. 1-7 for Flex Start II.  
	 Priority registration for 
Spring 2023 will begin Oct. 
24, with classes beginning 
Jan. 9.   
	 Visit www.wallacestate.
edu to apply today or contact 
Lion Central at 256-352-
8238.

ONEONTA, N.Y. — Sybil 
Tubbs of Cullman, Alabama, 
is among the students who 
graduated from SUNY One-
onta following the spring 
2022 semester. The college’s 
commencement ceremony 
was held Saturday, May 21. 
Sybil earned a Master of Arts 
degree in Museum Studies .
	 SUNY Oneonta consis-
tently gains recognition for 
delivering excellence and 
value. The college sits at No. 
20 on the 2022 U.S. News 
and World Report list of the 
best public institutions in the 

region and is ranked No. 114 
on Money magazine’s “Best 
Colleges 2022” list.
	 SUNY Oneonta has also 
been recognized as a 2022-
2023 College of Distinction 
for excelling in student en-
gagement, teaching, com-
munity, and successful out-
comes, as well as for its use of 
experiential learning to pre-
pare students for their future 
careers.
	 Established as a state 
normal school in 1889 and 
incorporated as a founding 
member of the state universi-
ty system in 1948, the college 
is well known for its out-
standing faculty, strong aca-

demic programs, educational 
technology, community ser-
vice and character-building 
activities, and scenic campus.
	 SUNY Oneonta is a 
public, four-year college in 
Central New York, enroll-
ing about 6,000 students in 
a wide variety of bachelor’s 
degree programs and sever-
al graduate certificate and 
degree programs. The college 
is an exemplary residential 
campus that values inclusion, 
service, and sustainability 
and a nurturing community 
where students grow in-
tellectually, thrive socially, 
and live purposefully. Visit 
https://suny.oneonta.edu.

A prior class of the Cullman County Sheriff’s Office Citizens’ Academy was joined 
by now-Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-Alabama, at its graduation ceremony.

FILE PHOTO

CULLMAN, Ala. — Applica-
tions are being accepted now 
for the Cullman County Sher-
iff’s Office (CCSO) Citizens’ 
Academy fall 2022 session.
	 The Citizens’ Academy is 
an opportunity for Cullman 
County community members 
to learn about the role of law 
enforcement in the area. 

	 The nine-week course 
begins Aug. 23, 2022, with 
classes Tuesday evenings 
from 6-9 p.m.
	 There is no fee to attend; 
however, class size may be 
limited.
	 Activities will include a 
SWAT team demonstration, 
tour of the Cullman County 
Detention Center and speak-
ers from the CCSO and state 
and federal agencies.

	 There will also be a 
morning visit to the shooting 
range.
	 Applications for the Citi-
zens’ Academy can be picked 
up at the CCSO, located at 
1910 Beech Ave. SE in Cull-
man.
	 For more for details or 
get an application via email, 
contact Deputy Chad Whaley 
at cwhaley@cullmansheriff.
org. 

Registration (from Front)
Lauren Estes 
lauren@cullmantribune.com

Don’t wait. If you have symptoms, 

find out if you have the virus. 

The testing is simple, fast, and 

effective at identifying COVID-19.

 

Find testing near you at 

AlabamaUnites.com.

    Take care of 
yourself and 
others with 
an easy test. 

Subscribe
Today

Visit Tribune.Store or
Call 256-739-1351
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WSCC launching Robotic Welding Technician degree
Russell Moore
Wallace State

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Wallace State Community 
College’s (WSCC) welding 
program is preparing for 
a noteworthy fall 2022 se-
mester. The department is 
launching a new Robotic 
Welding Technician degree 
and moving into a new space 
on campus – the state-of-
the-art Center for Robotic 
Welding, Fabrication and 
Engineering.
	 The Robotic Welding 
Technician associate of 
applied science option is a 
four-semester degree path-
way, or a certificate can be 
earned with 52 credit hours. 
	 “We’re excited to be the 
first community college in 
the state to offer a Robotic 
Welding Technician associ-
ate degree for its students. 
This option has been a goal 
of mine for a long time,” said 
program chair Randy Ham-
mond.
	 “The welding industry 
desperately needs robotic 
welders, and I’m positive 
most students will have a job 
in this field before the com-
plete their fourth semester.”
	 Specific welding courses 
for the new degree include 
Gas Metal Arc/Flux Core 
Arc Welding (WDT 126); 
Consumable Welding Ap-
plications (WDT 162); In-
dustrial Blueprint Reading 
(WDT 110); Blueprint Read-
ing for Fabrication (WDT 
223); Robotics Lab 1 (WDT 
160); Weld Inspection and 
Testing (WDT 219); Carbon 
Steel Fabrication (WDT 
131); Robotic Welding 2 
(WDT 275); Sensor Tech-
nology and Applications 
(ILT 240); Robotic Welding 
3 (WDT 276); a Welding/
Industrial Elective; and a 
Welding Certification Lab 
(WDT 258).
	 WSCC’s program has 
multiple robotic welders 
among its equipment fleet, 
allowing students to oper-
ate and control the robots 
to perform specific welding 
tasks. Robotic welders are 
widely used in the automo-

tive industry.
	 According to Allied 
Market Research, the global 
robotic welding market is 
expected to reach $10.7 mil-
lion by 2026. 
	 “Robotic welding gives 
us another pathway to offer 
our students.
	 “If a student is interest-
ed in welding, but they don’t 
like the idea of manually 
welding all day, this is a great 
option.
	 “You’re still working 
with your hands.
	 “The human conducts 
the programming, and the 
robot does the welding,” 
Hammond said.
	 Hammond added com-
panies like Blue Origin, 
among others, have ex-
pressed interest in WSCC 
students specializing in ro-
botic welding. 
	 WSCC’s welding pro-
gram is debuting the robotic 
welding degree as it transi-
tions next semester to a new 
facility – one that features 
87 welding booths, multiple 
classrooms, virtual welding 
simulators, pipe-fitting sta-
tions and plasma cutting, 
fiber laser cutting and wet 
jet cutting stations.
	 “Wallace State is laser 
focused on workforce de-
velopment and providing 
programs and services that 
align with the needs of 
business and industry,” said 
Wallace State President Dr. 
Vicki Karolewics.
	 “With this new facility, 
Wallace State will be one of 
the largest fabrication train-
ing facilities in the South-
east,” said Wes Rakestraw, 
WSCC’s dean of applied 
technologies.
	 “The addition of robotic 
welding is a sign of things to 
come in the next few years as 
we add more degree options 
in automation, artificial in-
telligence, and the internet 
of things.
	 “The options we have for 
students interested in weld-
ing or other technical fields 
are expanding and will lead 
to incredible opportunities.”
	 WSCC welding students 
earn National Coalition of 

Certification Centers (NC3) 
credentials upon completing 
degree work, and the equip-
ment is provided by Lincoln 
Electric – the world’s largest 
manufacturer of welding 
equipment, welding con-
sumables and automation.
	 “This facility should be a 
game-changer for our pro-
gram. It gives us the ability 
to provide more training.
	 “We’ll have more room 
for equipment and the op-
portunity to serve more stu-
dents,” Hammond said.
	 “It’s the largest welding 
facility in Alabama. A Lin-
coln Electric representative 
was on campus recently and 
compared our facility to the 
new Lincoln Electric facility 
in Ohio. He was amazed.”  
	 As a result of the transi-
tion, welding students can 
expect to see an increase 
in night-course offerings. 
Night courses available for 

the Fall 2022 semester con-
sist of SMAW Fillet/PAC/
CAC (WDT 104) and Shield-
ed Metal Arc Weld Groove 
(WDT 106).
	 The new welding facili-
ty will also host a business 
incubator, containing seven 
incubation pods, an ideation 
station, along with shared 
conference and workspace 
areas.
	 Watch one of the 
Wallace State Robotic 
Welders at www.face-
b o o k . c o m / w a l l a c e s -
t a t e c o m m u n i t y c o l l e g e /
videos/1263231457495349. 
	 Fall semester classes 
begin Thursday, Aug. 18. 
Register at www.wallaces-
t a t e . e d u / r e g i s t e r - n o w/
index.html. 
	 For more information 
about WSCC welding, con-
tact Hammond at 256-352-
8272 or randy.hammond@
wallacestate.edu. 

Wallace State welding students Jaclyn Haga, left, and Austin Dibble, right, operate the department’s robotic welder.
WALLACE STATE

AUTO COLLISION 
REPAIR ESTIMATOR 

AND PARTS 
COORDINATOR 

 

Experience Is A Must
NO PHONE CALLS

Stop in office to fill out application
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
BENEFITS: BCBS Insurance, 

Life Insurance, Dental 
 Insurance and 401K 

Mullins Body Shop, LLC 
 11042 US Hwy 31 South, Cullman, AL 35055 
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THE S.U.N.S. JOY 
QUEST is a set of 
questions I have 
compiled over the 

decades to create a self-guid-
ed exploration intended to 
increase an individual’s like-
lihood for “joyous aging.” My 
experience as a gerontologist 
has been that people 50-plus 
who examine their lives to 
recall joys of the past and 
of the present find personal 
insights equipping them to 
make choices that add joy to 
their future years.
	 Quests are journeys with 
specific missions. Launching 
a hero or heroine on a quest is 
a common plot device found 
in ancient mythology and 
also in modern day, inspira-
tional storytelling. 
	 We still enjoy the bold 
quests of Sir Galahad for the 
Holy Grail, pull for Aeneas 
to return to his homeland in 
Virgil’s “Aeneid,” and cheer 
for Frodo Baggins to destroy 
the “One Ring” in “The Lord 
of the Rings.” In “The Wizard 
of Oz,” Dorothy is on a quest 
to find a way back to Kansas, 
the Scarecrow for a brain, the 
Tin Woodman for a heart, and 
the Cowardly Lion ultimately 
“cats up” for some courage.
	 S.U.N.S. QUEST reflects 
the four, basic elements of 
“The S.U.N.S. (Smile-Making, 
Uniting, Neighboring, Spell-
binding) System.” Feel free 
to add your own twists, turns 
and tangents as you traverse 
your journey of self-discov-
ery. 

Here are 100-plus ques-
tions from “The JOYr-
ontologist” to guide your 
“JOY QUEST”:

SMILE-MAKING QUEST

•	 When in life were you 
most joyful? When in life 
have you been most joy-chal-
lenged?

•	 What is a joyful day for 
you? What is a joyless day for 
you?

•	 Where in the world do 
you think you could readily 
find joy? Where are places 
you might avoid in order to 
experience greater joy?

•	 What are some things you 
think positively about which 
give you joy?

•	 What are some things you 
do which give you joy?

•	 What are some memories 
of meals which make you 
smile with delight?

•	 What are sounds/music 
that have given you joy 
through the years? What was 
the genre of music you heard 
when you first became aware 
of sexual feelings? What is a 
music concert or event you 
would find almost embar-
rassingly rapturous?

•	 What were the happiest 
five, consecutive years of 
your life?

•	 Are you currently on an-
ti-depressants? What would 
need to happen in order for 
you to not be drugged yet be 
calm and even joyful?

•	 If you had a camera and 
could take five photographs 
of things that make you 
smile, what are you visually 
recording?

•	 What did you find joy in 
doing when you were a child? 
A teen? In your 20s? In your 
30s? In your 40s? Other de-
cades? The last five years?

•	 What is something you 
purchased that really gave 
you joy?

•	 What is something you 
enjoy about aging?

•	 What is a joyful memory 
you have of sunlight? Moon-
light? Dawn? Dusk? Dark-
ness?

•	 What is a great vista or 
landscape you remember 
with boundless joy?

•	 Are there things you 

could change about the way 
you look, dress, present your-
self which could give you 
more joy?

•	 Are there places you 
could walk and possibly con-
nect with others rather than 
driving in a “bubble” from 
your “house bubble” to your 
“work/church/club bubble” 
which could possibly set up 
new “joy encounters” for 
you?

•	 What are complements 
you’ve received that make 
you smile to recall?

•	 Do you have enough 
money to feel positively 
secure or should you consider 
ways to bolster your income?

•	 Do you LAFF EVRY DAY? 
What makes you laugh? How 
could you add more laughter 
to your life?

•	 As a sensualist, what are 
your most joyful memories 
of: Taste? Touch? Sight? 
Sound? Smell?

UNITING QUEST

•	 Who do you connect with 
and regularly experience joy?

•	 Who are people you per-
ceive as joyful? How could 
you spend more time with 
these joyful people?

•	 Who are people that reg-
ularly make you less joyful 
and what are ways you might 
change that?

•	 Who are famous people in 
history or “popular culture” 
that make you feel joy?

•	 How about the joy of being 
single? Could you remain un-
coupled but connect deeply 
with friends/family/pets and 
not deny yourself joy? 

•	 Do you feel joyfully con-
nected to “the man/woman 
in the mirror?”

•	 Is your “communication 
style” allowing you optimal 
joy? Could you alter it for 
greater positivity yet remain 
“authentic?”

•	 Is your joy-laced “love 
language” about hearing “I 
love you?” Observing being 
loved? Feeling a loving touch?

•	 What is a compatible 
“joy chemistry” you feel with 
someone else?

•	 What has been your most 
painful “break-up” or es-
trangement from another? 
What did you learn from that 
experience that can be useful 
going forward?

•	 Do you have any enemies 
or “frenemies?” Is there 
something about this dynam-
ic that you are enjoying? If 
not, how could you eliminate 
it?

•	 What was your favorite 
children’s book and why? 
This is the book you begged 
your parents to read to you 
over-and-over or the book 
you read until you wore the 
book covers off. What was 
it about the main character 
that you connected with so 
deeply? What sort of people 
would that character choose 
to be with to find joy?

•	 What would a joyful, 

three-hour interaction with 
another person be for you?

•	 What is your most joyful 
time with your family of 
origin? Your family you cre-
ated?

•	 What letter or message in 
life do you most treasure?

•	 What was a ceremony 
celebrating a union that 
you remember joyfully? A 
wedding? An anniversary? 
An adoption? A reunion? A 
homecoming?

•	 What is a joyful memory 
you have of being touched? 
Hugged? Caressed?

•	 Who are your people, 
your tribe?

•	 Could you connect mean-
ingfully, joyfully with others 
online? 

•	 Is there someone who 
enjoys something you do not 
(cooking? Shopping? house-
cleaning? Vehicle upkeep? 
Pet care? Lawn care?) with 
whom you might barter/ex-
change tasks?

•	 Do you squander oppor-
tunities for joy because of 
comparing your life to others 
or being competitive? How 
might you change this to ex-
perience greater joy?

NEIGHBORING QUEST

•	 What do you do for others 
that seems to bring joy to 
them?

•	 What do you do for others 
that brings you joy?

•	 How might the fellowship 
of spiritual groups add joy to 
your life? Traditional? New 
age?

•	 What are examples of 
“joyful gatherings” in your 
community? Where do you 
“fit in” with these?

•	 If you could help others 
learn something positive for 
their life, what would that 
lesson/course of study be?

•	 What are things in your 
community that you wish 
were better? How can you 
help improve these things?

•	 Does the leadership in 
your community reflect the 
citizenry? How could you 
help government leaders do a 
better job?

•	 The arts often need com-
munity support to thrive; 
what more could you do to 
support the arts in your area?

•	 What are your favorite 
places to see in your commu-
nity? What are your favorite 
physical perspectives (vistas) 
in your part of the world?

•	 Everyone can feel the joy 
of being philanthropic, re-
member the “widow’s mite?” 
What do you give time or 
money to that makes you feel 
joy? Could you give more?

SPELLBINDING QUEST

•	 What are things you get so 
caught up in that “time flies” 
and you reflect on it with joy?

•	 What are movies or other 
entertainments that totally 
engage you in joy?

•	 What could you contin-
ue studying that could fully 
engage you?

•	 If you were hypnotized, 
what candor would you worry 
about expressing?

•	 Have you ever tried yoga? 
Meditation? A day of “happy 
silence?” Tai Chi?

•	 What is a goal you’ve 
achieved that brings you joy 
to recall?

•	 What are expressions of 
congratulations that made 
you feel proud and joyful?

•	 Who are your heroes 
and heroines of impressive 
achievement?

•	 Which biographies in 
books/films/theatre have 
you most enjoyed?

•	 What is an “immersive 
experience” in which you 
might find joy? Museums/
art shows? Spectator sports 
passion? Travel? Foreign cul-
ture?

•	 What might you do daily 
as a joyous lifestyle to opti-
mize your diet? Your exer-
cise? Your sleep?

•	 If you were sailing on a 
cruise ship, where would you 
most like to go? Who would 
you most like to go with you 
or meet? What do you think 
would bring you the most joy 
on this voyage?

•	 What are joyful day-
dreams for you?

•	 Is your home a captivat-
ing “vessel of joy” for you 
to live in? How might you 
increase your joy at home 
through design changes? 
Should you relocate?

•	 Would intentionally 
“slowing” the pace of your 
life make you feel more joy, or 
do you more enjoy going fast?

S.U.N.S. JOY QUEST might 
not have been the term 
Miguel de Cervantes was ex-
ploring when he created the 
legendary fictional character, 
Don Quixote. However, the 
17th century Spanish author 
sends Quixote, a sort of fool-
ish gent, on a grand quest 
which ultimately transforms 
him into a hero of chivalry.
	 “Man of La Mancha,” one 
of Broadway’s most-enduring 
works, is based on Cervant-
es’ even more enduring tale 
of the quest, “Don Quixote,” 
written in 1605. The beloved 
musical premiered in 1965, 
ran for 2,328 performances 
and has enjoyed four revivals 
on Broadway.
	 “This is my quest, to 
follow that star, no matter 
how hopeless, no matter how 
far,” could be your theme 
song as you explore your 
own “S.U.N.S. QUEST.” If 
that is not quite enough to 
propel you forward on your 
“joy journey,” here are more 
lyrics from “La Mancha’s” 
show-stopping ballad, “The 
Impossible Dream.” After 
you read this “fist to the sky, 
windmill-tilting” charge to 
action, I encourage you to 
YouTube a few rousing ren-
ditions of this spirit-lifting 
anthem and get going on your 
own ”joy quest.”

THE IMPOSSIBLE 
DREAM

To dream the 
impossible dream

To fight the unbeatable foe
To bear with 

unbearable sorrow,
And to run where the 

brave dare not go.
To right the 

unrightable wrong,
And to love pure and 

chaste from afar,
To try when your arms 

are too weary,
To reach the 

unreachable star.

This is my quest
To follow that star

No matter how hopeless
No matter how far.

To fight for the right
Without question or pause

To be willing to march, 
march into Hell

For that heavenly cause.

And I know if I only be true
To this glorious quest
That my heart will lie 

peaceful and calm
When I’m laid to my rest.

QUEST ODES FROM 
OTHERS:

“I suppose everyone contin-
ues to be interested in the 
quest for the self, but what 
you feel when you’re older is 
that you really must make the 
self.”—Mary McCarthy

“The longest journey is the 
journey inwards.”—Dag 
Hammarskjold

“I feel the older I get, the 
more I’m learning to handle 
life. Being on this quest for a 
long time, it’s all about find-
ing yourself.”—Ringo Starr

“The eternal quest of the 
individual human being is 
to shatter his loneliness.”—
Norman Cousins

“I think much of my own 
quest in life is to figure out 
how best to cope with my 
own uncertainties.”—Chloe 
Benjamin

“Science is a quest for un-
derstanding.”—Jocelyn Bell 
Burnell

“I’m on a perpetual quest 
for air-conditioning.”—Bebe 
Buell

JOY-GIVERS 
CELEBRATING A 

BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK

Aug. 6—Lucille Ball

Aug. 7—Garrison Keillor

Aug. 8—Esther Williams

Aug. 9—Betty Boop

Aug. 10—Jimmy Dean

Aug. 11—Chris Hemsworth

Aug. 12—Sir Mix-a-Lot

DON QUIXOTE’S LEAN 
BEEF SKEWERS—

NEBRASKA
(Source: Discover.

Grasslandbeef.com)

Ben Johnson South
Tribune Columnist

UNSPLASH

COMMUNITY MATTERS — LIFESTYLE

52 ODES TO JOY:  S.U.N.S. QUEST

ODE TO A WORLD-CLASS QUEST
Today, I’m on a world-class quest 

for the ultimate food fest.
I started off so Hungary and thought 

to Czech my kitchen first.
Then, I was Russian to the fridge but 

only found a Greece-y Turkey.
Iran to the grocery to get some salt, 

pepper, Chile and Korea-ander,
Because I was in the mood for Sweden sour.

I found Iraq of lamb chops but there 
was Norway I could eat ‘em all.

The Romanian ingredients were 
some Belgium pepper and

A Canada best soup I ever tasted.
Can you Bolivia it?

I Cyprus the urge of buying some Fiji water
Because I Haiti that it leaves Denmark 

on the environment.
My friend, Sergeant Tina, decided to join my quest.

She suggested Japan-seared tuna but that Kuwait a while.
Our friend, Chad, also came and brought his Qatar.

We Singapore song after another
While we Polish the silverware and clean the China.

We mix some Cuba Libre cocktails and Malta whiskey.
This was our best Croatian, yet!

When we Finnish our quest, this was the best food fest.
We’re Ghana repeat this since we’ve 

gotten tired of just Seoul food.
I’m Peru-sing my food choices Angola 

search for new recipes.
Israel hard to find great food.

I Congo days looking Bhutan no avail.
Kenya’ll understand me?

Syria-sly, I’m still on my world-class 
quest for the best food fest.

I’m sure you have a Brazil-ian suggestions.
Thanks for being so India-ring.

Quest questions? I know I’ve got some Spain-ing to do.
Maybe we can go on Samoa quests together soon.

(My thanks to Anonymous and to Crowd-
Sourcing for noodling this ode.)
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Each week, “The JOYrontol-
ogist” shares a recipe salut-
ing a healthy food produced 
in America. This delicious 
and nutritious collection is 
called “The S.U.N.S. Longevi-
ty Cookbook” and highlights 
vitamin B-3 (niacin), which 
many gerontologists believe 
holds the promise for a long, 
healthy, joyful life.

INGREDIENTS

Lean beef stew meat
•	 Marinade
•	 1/4 cup olive oil
•	 4 tablespoons coconut 
aminos
•	 2 tablespoons Worcester-
shire sauce
•	 1 tablespoon hot sauce
•	 1 teaspoon red pepper 
flakes
•	 1 teaspoon sea salt
•	 1 teaspoon black pepper

Vegetable and fruit chunks 
(of your choosing):
•	 Whole mushrooms
•	 Zucchini
•	 Red bell pepper
•	 Red onion
•	 Pineapple

INSTRUCTIONS

1.	 Whisk together all mari-
nade ingredients.

2.	 Add stew meat to the 
marinade and mix until well 
combined. Refrigerate 4-24 
hours, giving the meat time 
to soak in the juices.

3.	 Take the meat out of the 
refrigerator and begin assem-

bling the kabobs on skew-
ers—layering meat, fruit and 
veggies. Consider starting 
with a whole mushroom at 
the base that acts as a stopper 
for the rest.

4.	 Grill the kabobs over 
medium heat for 12-15 min-
utes, rotating occasionally 
and drizzling the remaining 
marinade throughout the 
cooking process.

5.	 Enjoy fresh off the grill.

1,070 JOY-GIVING 
THINGS FROM MY 

FIRST 70 YEARS
(continued)

708. The quest for a good 
night’s sleep to conquer life-
long insomnia

709. “The Adventures of 
Jonny Quest”

710. Annual quest for New 
Year predictions with a for-
tune teller

711. The quest for a teenage 
acne cure

712. The quest for solitude 
and the quest for companion-
ship

713. A Tribe Called Quest

714. The eternal spiritual 
quest after living in a house 
well-known for having a 
ghost

715. My quest in Paris and 
in Nice for my “art father,” 
Henri Matisse

716. Quests for great food and 
quests for great circus

717. The quest for truisms 
and aphorisms

718. My continued quests for 
invented lives

719. The continued quest for 
improvement with self-help 
books and lectures

720. My ragtop quests for 
“The Best BBQ in The South”

721. The endless quest for 
more smiles and laughter

722. Quests using personal 
ads

723. The quest for under-
standing others through En-
neagrams and horoscopes

724. The quest to explore 
“grand design” through mi-
croscopes

725. “The Proust Question-
naire”

726. My long, long Rumsp-
ringa

727. The quest of being a run-
away teen in New Orleans

728. The “Think Up” quest 
for ideation

729. The region-wide quest 
that led to “The Seven Signs 
of Southernness”

HAPPY NEW WEEK 
AND JOY QUEST!

YOUR LOCAL SOURCE FOR 
HANDCRAFTED GOODS

117 First Ave. NE
Cullman, Alabama 35055

C u l l m a n - J e f f e r s o n  C o u n t i e s
G a s  D i s t r i c t

P . O .  B o x  3 9 9  C u l l m a n ,  A L  3 5 0 5 6 - 0 3 9 9

CUSTOMER SERVICE
256-734-1911 or 1-800-321-6572

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. – Monday -Thursday

HOURS: TUESDAY – SATURDAY 11 – 8

WWW.JOHNNYSBARBQ.COM

DINING ROOM OPEN

DRIVE-THRU | CURBSIDE | OFFICE DELIVERIES

1401 4TH ST SW, CULLMAN | 256-734-8539

MAYOR - Woody Jacobs | PRESIDENT - Jenny Folsom | PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE - John W. Cook | COUNCILMAN - Brad Smith | COUNCILMAN - David Moss | COUNCILMAN - Clint Hollingsworth

Hometown Lenders is an Equal Housing Lender. ADVERTISEMENT | A division of Hometown Lenders, Inc. an
Equal Housing Lender NMLS#65084 | (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) | Terms, conditions, and restrictions

Hometown Lenders USA AX BK-0949142. Licensed by the Department of Financial Protection & Innovation Company
License #41DB060614. 430295-1

may apply. Loan products are subject to availability and credit approval. Not a commitment to extend credit.

256-734-6193
Company NMLS #65084

Meredith Farrell

The Mortgage Center

NMLS #302637

meredith.farrell 
@htlenders.com

josh.moody
@htlenders.com

NMLS #302473
Josh Moody

"Home
Mortgages

Are Our Only
Business"

powered by

FDI-1867K-A  © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

Minimum deposit

%
APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 8/3/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository 
institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that 
when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields 
quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are 
registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Brian W Spaeth 
Financial Advisor

403 5th St Sw 
Cullman, AL 35055-4145 
256-727-5306

6-month 1-year 2-year

3.303.052.65
$1,000 $1,000 $1,000

Do you know someone who 
can’t shake depression? 

SSoouunndd  MMiinndd  TTMMSS  TThheerraappyy  ccaann  hheellpp!!                    

DDrr..  RRoobbeerrtt  WW..  SSmmiitthh    bbrriinnggss  DDeeeepp        TTrraannssccrraanniiaall  MMaaggnneettiicc  
SSttiimmuullaattiioonn  tthheerraappyy  ttoo  CCuullllmmaann!!  

 FDA-Approved for treatment of resistant                                     
Major Depressive  Disorder & Anxiety. 

 Non-Invasive Procedure. 
 No Medication or Drug Side Effects. 
 No Recovery or Down Time. 
 36 Brief 20 Minute Sessions. 
 Improved Quality of Life. 
 Covered By Most Insurance. 

 
 

Call today to schedule a FREE consultation!  
(256) 735-9475 

1809 DAHLKE DRIVE  |  CULLMAN, ALABAMA 35058 
WWW.SOUNDMINDTMS.COM 

Do you know someone who 
can’t shake depression? 

SSoouunndd  MMiinndd  TTMMSS  TThheerraappyy  ccaann  hheellpp!!                    

DDrr..  RRoobbeerrtt  WW..  SSmmiitthh    bbrriinnggss  DDeeeepp        TTrraannssccrraanniiaall  MMaaggnneettiicc  
SSttiimmuullaattiioonn  tthheerraappyy  ttoo  CCuullllmmaann!!  

 FDA-Approved for treatment of resistant                                     
Major Depressive  Disorder & Anxiety. 

 Non-Invasive Procedure. 
 No Medication or Drug Side Effects. 
 No Recovery or Down Time. 
 36 Brief 20 Minute Sessions. 
 Improved Quality of Life. 
 Covered By Most Insurance. 

 
 

Call today to schedule a FREE consultation!  
(256) 735-9475 

1809 DAHLKE DRIVE  |  CULLMAN, ALABAMA 35058 
WWW.SOUNDMINDTMS.COM 

Do you know someone who 
can’t shake depression? 

SSoouunndd  MMiinndd  TTMMSS  TThheerraappyy  ccaann  hheellpp!!                    

DDrr..  RRoobbeerrtt  WW..  SSmmiitthh    bbrriinnggss  DDeeeepp        TTrraannssccrraanniiaall  MMaaggnneettiicc  
SSttiimmuullaattiioonn  tthheerraappyy  ttoo  CCuullllmmaann!!  

 FDA-Approved for treatment of resistant                                     
Major Depressive  Disorder & Anxiety. 

 Non-Invasive Procedure. 
 No Medication or Drug Side Effects. 
 No Recovery or Down Time. 
 36 Brief 20 Minute Sessions. 
 Improved Quality of Life. 
 Covered By Most Insurance. 

 
 

Call today to schedule a FREE consultation!  
(256) 735-9475 

1809 DAHLKE DRIVE  |  CULLMAN, ALABAMA 35058 
WWW.SOUNDMINDTMS.COM 

COMMUNITY MATTERS

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Wildflower Garden at 
Sportsman Lake was first 
started in 1991 by the Cull-
man Native Plant Society, 
which had an average of 30 
members at the time. In 
recent years, because of a 
lack of tending, the Wild-
flower Garden has grown 
out of control. Membership 
in the Native Plant Society 
has dwindled, and most 
remaining members have 
aged out. One of the few 
remaining members, Nona 
Moon, was recently com-
mended by the Cullman 
County Commission for her 
31 years of service tending 
the Wildflower Garden and 
given a plaque placed at the 
entrance of the garden.
	 The Cullman County 
Master Gardeners got in-
volved because the 2022 
class of gardeners needed 
a community volunteer 
project to work on so each 
gardener could complete his 
or her 50 required hours of 
volunteer work.
	 The 2022 class, along 
with previous classes, and 
the remaining members of 
the Native Plant Society will 
be working at the Wildflow-
er Garden every Tuesday 
morning cleaning out inva-
sive plants and revitalizing 
the area.
	 Master Gardener Pres-
ident Holly Hirsbrunner 
was the one who suggested 

the gardeners work at the 
Sportsman Lake Wildflower 
Garden.
	 She said Cullman 
County Extension Office 
Coordinator Kira Sims has 
been pushing an initiative to 
start a mentoring program 
in which seasoned Master 
Gardeners mentor the new 
classes during community 
projects.
	 “I knew that this was 
looking worse and worse 
every single day,” said Hirs-
brunner. 
	 “I got here to Cullman in 
’89, and it was just glorious 
to walk through.
	 “They had the little signs, 
and you could tell it was well 
tended, but over the years 
the climate has changed, the 
temperament of this whole 
area has changed.”
	 The area is full of walk-
ing trails that have been 
crowded with overgrown 
plants.
	 A sign donated from 
Birmingham Botanical 
Gardens landscape archi-
tect Jane Reed Ross shows 
the original designs for 
the garden, which covers 3 
acres. 
	 “The bones are still 
there, but as time went by, 
the club didn’t enlarge; it 
shrank.
	 “So they lost control of 
it, but they did a fantastic 
job for the few people that 
they had. The landscape is 
starting to breathe.
	 “We came alongside be-
cause we knew they needed 

help and we needed some-
thing to do with this talent-
ed group,” said Hirsbrunner.
	 Hirsbrunner is a Master 
Gardener from the class of 
‘04 when the group only had 
a few members.
	 Now the Master Garden-
ers club has grown exponen-
tially.
	 She hopes for another 
good group of gardeners 
to join the next class, so 
that after the current class 
learns the ropes, they will be 
able to mentor the new gar-
deners. 
	 “We can get them in-
volved in the volunteerism 
like this – taking care of 
something.
	 “This class will do this 
for a year under our mento-
ring, then they will mentor 
the next class and get them 
involved.”
	 The Wildflower Garden 
project will be an 18-month 
to two-year commitment 
and then will have to be reg-
ularly kept up.
	 The Master Gardeners 
welcome any volunteers 
who would like to join them 
Tuesdays at Sportsman 
Lake. 
	 Anyone interested 
can message the group on 
Facebook at www.face-
book.com/Cullman-Coun-
t y - M a s t e r - G a r d e n -
ers-190326854386185. 
	 “We can tell you what to 
do if you don’t recognize the 
plants, but if you do recog-
nize the plants, you can help 
us,” Hirsbrunner laughed.

Gardeners (from Front)
Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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Obituary Announcements: Aug. 4-5

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

Wanda Jean 
Holcombe Hodge, 88
Funeral Service for 
Wanda Jean Holcombe 
Hodge, age 88, of 
Cullman, will be at 3 
p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 7, 
2022, at First Baptist 
Church of Cullman 
with Dale Moore 
officiating; interment 
in Cullman City 
Cemetery. Visitation 
will be from 1-3 p.m. 
prior to the service. 
Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. 
Mrs. Hodge passed 
away on Friday, Aug. 
5, 2022, at Hanceville 
Nursing Home. She 
was born June 25, 1934, 
in Cullman, Alabama, 
to William Martin 
Holcombe and Lorene 
Holcombe. She was 
preceded in death by 
her parents; and sister: 
Edna Earle Holcombe 
Hicks. Survivors 
include her husband: 
John Ellis Hodge; 
son: John Timothy 
(Glenda) Hodge; 
daughter: Allison Lynn 
Hodge (Eddie) Rice; 
grandchildren: Kevin 
Michael Rice, Kelsey 
Brooke Rice-Scott 
(Adam Scott), William 
Holcomb (Lydia Wise) 
Hodge, Hayden Posey 
Hodge, and Hunter 
Reid Hodge (fiancee, 
Cassidy Shrader); 
great-grandchildren: 
Harlowe Kate Rice, 
John Paul Scott, and 
Greyson James Hodge. 
Pallbearers are Geoff 
McGukin, Courtney 
McGukin, Phillip Hicks, 
Gary Hicks, Kenny 
Hicks, and Keith Hicks. 
Honorary pallbearers 
are Greg Tankersley, 
Mark Hodge, Larry 
Wright, Tracy Baker, 
and Phillip Jeffers. In 
lieu of flowers, please 
make a donation to Hope 
Horses, 1301 Convent 
Road NE, Cullman, 
AL 35055. The family 
would like to thank 
Westminster Memory 
Care and Hanceville 
Nursing Home for the 
care of their mother.

Mary Jean Ponder, 87
Graveside Service for 
Mary Jean Ponder, age 
87, of Vinemont, will be 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 
7, 2022, at Ebenezer 
Cemetery with Rev. 
Dennis Trimble and 
Rev. Terry Blankenship 
officiating. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mrs. 
Ponder passed away 
Friday, Aug. 5, 2022, at 
her residence. She was 
born April 23, 1935, in 
Cullman, Alabama, to 
Kilmer and Era Giles. 
She was preceded in 
death by her parents; and 
husband: Jerry Ponder. 
Survivors include her 
daughters: Rhonda 
(LeWayne) Brock and 
Teresa (Robert) Bailey; 
grandchildren: Tony 
(Mandy) Hamm and 
Jessi (David) Fricks; 

great-grandchildren: 
Dakota Fricks, Shelby 
Hamm, and Colby 
Hamm; and a host of 
nieces and nephews.

Charles William 
Smith, 86
Charles William 
“Smitty” Smith, age 
86, of Cullman passed 
away Thursday, Aug. 4, 
2022. He was born Feb. 
21, 1936, in Falkville, 
Alabama. Visitation will 
be held Sunday, Aug. 7, 
2022, from 1-3 p.m. at 
Moss Service Funeral 
Home, 1901 Second Ave. 
NW, Cullman, AL 35055. 
The funeral service will 
be Sunday, Aug. 7, 2022, 
at 3 p.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
Interment will follow 
at Oak Level Cemetery, 
1272 County Road 1635, 
Cullman, AL 35058. He 
is survived by his sons: 
Perry (Tammy) Smith 
and Josh (Katie) Smith; 
grandchildren: Steven 
(Joni) Smith, Christy 
(Charlie) Cheatam, 
Daquari (Danny) 
Bishop, Summer 
Smith, Will (Emily) 
Stutts and Kismet 
(Dakota) Lowery; 
great grandchildren: 
Elizabeth Mae Smith, 
Dane Smith, A.J. Frezza, 
Greta Bishop, Jonathan 
Bishop, David Bishop, 
Aleena Amaro, Olivia 
Smith and Satchel 
Smith; siblings, Dewey 
(Shirley) Gardner, 
Roy (Shirley) Gardner, 
Damon (Connie) 
Gardner, Tim (Cindy) 
Gardner, Betty (Jerry) 
Teichmiller, Ruby 
(Riley) Sellers, Judy 
(Tip) Tipton, Wayne 
(Donna) Maze, Linda 
(J.C.) Hopper, Joyce 
(Larry) Bogle, Kathy 
Maze, Betty Patterson 
and Patty (John) Sandy; 
and host of nieces, 
nephews, other family 
and friends. He was 
preceded in death by 
his parents: Max Smith 
and Mamie Gardner; 
his wife: Opal Louise 
Smith and his son: 
Charles Steven Smith.

Justin Scott 
Philyaw, 39
Funeral Service for 
Justin Scott “Dossey” 
Philyaw, 39, of Cullman 
will be 1p.m., Friday, Aug. 
5, 2022, in the Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel.  
Rev. Malcolm Carter, II 
will officiate the service.  
The interment will 
follow in the Crossroads 
Cemetery.  Family will 
receive friends from 
11a.m. - 1p.m. prior to the 
service. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Philyaw 
family. Mr. Philyaw was 
a great mechanic, a hard 
worker, had a kind heart 
and helped everyone.  He 
was preceded in death 
by his grandparents. 
Mr. Philyaw is survived 
by his parents: Billy Joe 
and Becky Philyaw; his 
wife: Laura Philyaw; 
daughter: Tori Brooke 
Philyaw; brothers: 

Shane (Tara) Philyaw, 
Billy (Heavin) Philyaw, 
Jr.; sister: Kayla (Justin) 
Bennett; and a host 
of family and friends. 
Pallbearers will be 
Shane Philyaw, Sylar 
Philyaw, Scott Nail, 
Justin Bennett, Jarden 
Philyaw, Matt Knight, 
Eric Knight, Yone Holt.

Kenneth Wayne 
Smith Sr., 82
Funeral service for 
Kenneth Wayne Smith, 
Sr., 82, of Cullman will 
be at 11 a.m., Monday, 
Aug. 8, 2022, at Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel 
with entombment 
in Cullman Memory 
Gardens Mausoleum.  
Rev. Craig Johnson will 
officiate. The family will 
receive friends at the 
funeral home from 9-11 
a.m. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the Smith family. Mr. 
Smith passed away Aug. 
3, 2022, at his residence.  
He was born April 28, 
1940, to Joseph Duell 
and Hazel Reynolds 
Smith. He managed the 
Cullman Flea Market 
for 20 years. He and 
Nedra adopted their son 
when he was 11 months 
old and loved him like 
his own. He gave him a 
great life and was a great 
father.  He was preceded 
in death by his father; 
and a brother-in-law: 
Pete Powers. Survivors 
include his 102-year-old 
mother: Hazel Smith; 
his wife of 62 years: 
Nedra Smith; son: 
Kenneth ‘Kenny’ Smith, 
Jr.; sister: Doan Powers; 
family and friends.

Caden Allen 
Rodgers, 19
Caden Allen Rodgers, 19, 
of Holly Pond, Alabama, 
passed away Aug. 1, 
2022. He was born in 
Cullman, Alabama, 
on Dec. 11, 2002, to 
David Allen Marler and 
Amanda Rodgers Ford. 
Caden was a young man 
with a heart for Jesus. 
He was compassionate 
toward others and never 
held a grudge. He loved 
to camp, hike, kayak, 
bike, and enjoyed being 
in nature. Caden had an 
adventurous spirit, and 
he knew no fear. Caden 
was employed with 
Rock and Roll Sushi in 
Cullman and attended 
Holly Pond School 
from kindergarten. 
Caden loved his family 
and friends with a 
passionate and fierce 
kind of love. His absence 
leaves an emptiness in 
the lives of his family 
and friends, and he will 
be forever remembered 
for his beautiful 
free spirit. Caden is 
preceded in death 
by his grandparents: 
Reda Rodgers, Ronnie 
Marler; and his 
brother: Colby Ford.
He is survived by his 
father: David Marler; 
mother: Amanda Ford 
(Chuck McDonald); 
grandparents: Donald 

Rodgers (Violene 
Kelley), Sandra Brokus 
(Robert); sister: Karli 
Marler; brother at 
heart: Ethan Burnham; 
aunts and uncles: Dana 
Edwards (Lee), James 
Chapman (Susan), 
Tracy Chapman, Kerry 
Canaday (Bryan); 
cousins: Camerin 
Otto Canaday, 
Kevin Giadrosich, 
Serra Giadrosich, 
Garrett Henry, Lydia 
Chrietzberg (Nick), 
Sarah Chapman, Brady 
Chapman, Kenya 
Crandle, Kayla Crandle, 
Katie Susskin, Briley 
Chapman, Jayden 
Chapman, Memphis 
Chapman , Reda 
Kretschmar; and a host 
of family and friends. 
Funeral services for 
Caden are 5 p.m., 
Saturday, Aug. 6, 2022, in 
the Holly Pond Funeral 
Home Chapel, Pastor 
Joe Comer officiating. 
Burial will follow in 
Holly Pond Cemetery 
where Ethan Burnham, 
Parker Kelsoe, Axil 
Billings, Ben Heatherly, 
Eli Ray, and Anthony 
Knopp will serve as 
pallbearers for Caden. 
Friends are invited to 
visit with the family 
from 1 p.m., Saturday 
until services begin at 5 
p.m. Holly Pond Funeral 
Home is honored to 
care for Caden and 
his family at this time.

Colby Aaron Ford, 14
Colby Aaron Ford, 14, of 
Holly Pond, Alabama, 
passed away on Aug. 1, 
2022. Colby was born in 
Cullman, Alabama, on 
Oct. 17, 2007, to Amanda 
Rodgers Ford and David 
Leon Ford. Colby was 
a sweet hearted young 
man. He loved to play 
video games with his 
friends online.  Colby 
was artistic and creative, 
and he enjoyed listening 
to music. He excelled 
in everything he did. 
Colby would have been a 
freshman at Holly Pond 
High School this fall. 
He had a bond with his 
siblings and cousin that 
was unbreakable, and 
he will be missed by his 
friends as well. Colby 
touched many lives in his 
14 years and the hearts 
of his parents, family, 
and friends will always 
carry the memory of the 
sweet young man they 
love so dearly. Colby 
is preceded in death 
by his grandparents: 
Patsy Ford, Charles 
Ford, Reda Rodgers; 
uncle: Tim Ford; and 
brother: Caden Rodgers. 
He is survived by his 
father: David Ford; 
mother: Amanda Ford 
(Chuck McDonald); 
grandparents: Donald 
Rodgers (Violene 
Kelley); brothers 
and sisters: Heath 
Ford, Shayla Ford, 
Karli Marler (Derek 
Robertson); best friend, 
cousin, and brother 
at heart: Camrin Otto 
Canaday; girlfriend: 

Kinsley Skinner; aunts 
and uncles: Tony 
Ford (Myra), Brad 
Ford (Lindsay), Kerry 
Canaday (Bryan), 
Rhonda Kretschmar 
(Fionna), Cynthia Wood, 
Teresa Cobbs; cousins: 
Kevin Giadrosich, Serra 
Giadrosich, Camerin 
Otto Canaday, Reda 
Kretschmar, Lauren 
Breshears (Matthew), 
Lindsey Wood, Leah 
Wood, Dusty Cobbs, 
Ashley Cobbs, Alex Ford, 
Mitch Ford (Katie), 
Logan Ford, Lucas 
Ford, Maddie Ford; and 
a host of other family 
and friends. Funeral 
services for Colby are 5 
p.m., Saturday, August 6, 
2022, in the Holly Pond 
Funeral Home Chapel, 
Pastor Joe Comer 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in Holly Pond 
Cemetery where Aiden 
Motsinger, Jordan 
Smith, Carter Brewis, 
Levi Murphree, Kayden 
Crigger, and Bradley 
Woods will serve as 
pallbearers for Colby. 
Friends are invited to 
visit with the family 
from 1 p.m., Saturday 
until services begin at 5 
p.m. Holly Pond Funeral 
Home is honored to 
care for Colby and his 
family at this time.

Nathaniel Riley 
Thomas, 38
Graveside Service for 
Nathaniel Riley Thomas, 
age 38, of Cullman, 
will be at 3:30 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 8, 2022, 
at Simcoe Methodist 
Cemetery. Visitation 
will be from 2-3 p.m. on 
Monday, Aug. 8, 2022, 
at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. Mr. 
Thomas passed away on 
Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022, 
at his residence. He was 
born to Jeff Thomas and 
Teresa Eubanks. Nathan 
was born Dec. 20, 1983, 
and came home in a 
Christmas stocking. He 
could light up a room 
with his smile. Although 
his life took a rocky path, 
he was brilliant, and he 
did everything he did 
passionately. He served 
seven years in the Navy. 
He was proud of his son 
Kadin, and he loved 
gaming with him. He 
had a soft heart for any 
animal whether it was 
a dog, cat or a snake. He 
loved fishing, kayaking, 
rap music, and nature 
photography. Nathan 
had an uncommon 
spirit to which people 
were naturally drawn, 
and he left his imprint 
on this life. He will 
not be forgotten. He 
was preceded in death 
by his brother: Eli 
Thomas; grandfather: 
W. J. Thomas; and 
cousin: Isaac Thomas. 
Survivors include his 
son: Kadin Thomas; 
father: Jeff (Shearld) 
Thomas; mother: Teresa 
Eubanks; sister: Destani 

(Dalton) Robison; 
grandmother: Elouise 
Cutcher; niece: Saige 
Robison; nephew: Parker 
Robison; and a host 
of family and friends.

Henry Hardie 
Cornett, 99
Funeral services for 
Henry Hardie Cornett, 
99, of Cullman, Alabama 
will be Saturday, Aug. 
6, 2022, at Mount Zion 
Methodist Church with 
the Reverend Wally 
Armstrong officiating. 
Visitation will be 12:30-
2:30 p.m. at Mount Zion 
Methodist Church with 
the celebration of life 
service beginning at 
2:30p.m. Mr. Cornett 
passed away Tuesday, 
Aug. 2, 2022. He was 
born May 31, 1923, in 
Cullman County to 
James  Monroe and Vola 
Cornett.Mr. Cornett was 
a World War II veteran 
serving in the Army 
Air Force. He was an 
Assistant Engineer and 
tail gunner on a B-24, 
and had completed 11 
missions, five over the 
main islands of Japan 
when V.J. Day came. 
He participated in the 
bombing and sinking 
of the Yamato, the last 
of the Japanese super 
battleships. His flight 
crew was credited with a 
direct hit on the Yamato. 
He was a Staff Sergeant 
and was based in 
Okinawa. He joined the 
Army Air Force October 
1942. When he left the 
service, he farmed for 
a year, and then began 
teaching Veterans-On-
The-Job-Farming at 
Fairview High School. 
He then transferred to 
Auburn University in 
agriculture. He taught 
math and agri-business 
at Cullman Middle 
School. He taught driver 
education, business law, 
math and science at 
Hanceville High School. 
He was a Realtor for 30 
years and cattle farmer 
most of his life. Mr. 
Cornett was preceded in 
death by his wife: Lillie 
Doris Walton Cornett; 
his sister: Elouise 
Huffstutler; and brother: 
Jack Cornett. Survivors 
include two sons: 
James Walton (Sarah) 
Cornett and Dr. John 
Hardie (Robin) Cornett; 
a daughter: Cindy Lu 
(Lynn) Calhoun; five 
grandchildren: Evan 
Marie Cornett Hill, 
Laura Lynn (Clay) Taber, 
Joshua Thomas (Tasha) 
Calhoun, Lillie Walton 
Cornett and Anna Foret 
Cornett; three great-
grandchildren: Thea 
Jayde Calhoun, Oliver 
Thomas Calhoun and 
Henry Calhoun Taber; 
two sisters: Faye Glover, 
Dorothea Waters; one 
brother: Ronnie (Nancy) 
Cornett; and a host of 
nieces and nephews. 
In lieu of flowers 
the family requests 
donations be made to 
Mount Zion United 
Methodist Church.

COMMUNITY MATTERS
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Grandson Drew 
and I celebrated 
our birthdays this 
past week. Drew’s 

birthday is 2 days after mine, 
but mine is more than a few 
years before his! Drew is now 
officially a teenager, and I am 
now officially glad-to-still-
be-here!
	 We spent most of the 
week in St. Augustine, Flor-
ida. Since I am the oldest in 
our little family, celebrating 
in the oldest city in Ameri-
ca seemed fitting. They also 

have The Fountain of Youth 
there, but I don’t think it 
worked. I love St. Augustine, 
but I wasn’t sure if I could 
show my face there again. If 
you’ve been reading my ram-
blings for a good while, you 
may remember our last visit 
there. I embarrassed myself 
quite well. I asked the host at 
our B&B for a restaurant rec-
ommendation.
	 He said, “There is a nice 
little tapas bar right across 
the street here.” Since I don’t 
speak much Spanish, wasn’t 
terribly familiar with tapas, 
and don’t hear as well as I 
did in younger years, I mis-
understood what he said. He 
looked quite puzzled when 

I answered, “Oh no, my wife 
and I don’t go for those kinds 
of places.” Once Jean educat-
ed me that he was not saying 
“topless,” we decided to give 
the place a try! We decid-
ed not to stay at that same 
B&B this time. I was afraid 
he might remember me, and 
that he might still be laugh-
ing!
	 This time, we rented a 
little house, just outside the 
historic district. We were 
close enough to walk into 
town, and get a little exercise 
doing so.
	 Unbelievably, we didn’t 
even go to the beach this 
time. Ever since I watched 
Jaws, when I get in an ocean, 

I hear that music. We did, 
however, get on the water. 
Since I was a boy, I’ve wanted 
to go deep-sea fishing. Dad 
had gone with a group of guys 
and had promised to take me 
the next year. Unfortunately, 
he died before the next year 
arrived. It took me over 50 
years to get there. I thought 
about Dad as Drew and I, and 
the rest of our crew, floated 
on the Atlantic.
	 I’ve never had more fun in 
my life. We chartered a small 
boat, captained by Captain 
A.J. We had the entire boat 
all to ourselves for four-and-
a-half hours. Yes, Gilligan 
crossed my mind, but there 
wasn’t a cloud in the sky. 

We caught enough for our 
supper, and yours too, but you 
never showed up. We caught 
gray snappers, redfish, lady 
fish, catfish, sting rays, and 
oysters. Captain A.J. cleaned 
and filleted the snappers and 
redfish for our supper. All we 
had to do was take them back 
to the house and fry them up.
	  We had little potatoes, 
hush puppies, squash and 
zucchini, and homemade 
tartar sauce. We ate as much 
as we could without explod-
ing! We had met the older 
gentleman who lives next 
door, so we asked him if 
would like to have some. He 
didn’t even take them inside, 
but devoured them right 

there in his yard.
	 The highlight of the day 
was Drew’s catch. He landed 
a huge redfish that was 31-
inches long. It took him for-
ever to bring that big boy in! 
Drew and his fish were both 
worn out! We had to release 
the fish because he too big.
	 Even though Drew has 
gotten bigger too, we kept 
him! I couldn’t have enjoyed 
myself anymore even if I had 
been the one who landed 
the catch-of-the-day! What 
a birthday, for both of us, on 
the day between the two!

Bill King can be reached at 
bkpreach@yahoo.com or 
334-745-0588 (office).

BILLY BOB’S STORIES AND STUFF

A boyhood dream came true for two
Bill King
Tribune 
Contributor

From the Files of 1904
Nathan Kelley will leave 
next week for the West. Get 
your schoolbooks at C.A. 
Stiefelmeyer’s. Adv. 
	 Mr. and Mrs. John Reese 
have been visiting relatives in 
Blount County.
	 C.C. Davis is visiting his 
mother at Walter. 
	 J.H. Brandes had gone to 

Birmingham to tend the bar 
for his brother for several 
weeks. 
	 Miss Emma Adkins has 
been in charge of the tele-
phone exchange central this 
week. 
	 Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Slason 
have moved to town and are 
occupying the Baptist par-
sonage. 

	 Miss Mattie Wade and 
Carl Martin are visiting in 
South Alabama. 
	 Miss Lillian and Herbert 
Fowler are visiting relatives 
in Walnut Grove. 
	 Mr. and Mrs. Henry Day 
have returned from a visit 
with relatives in Hartselle. 
	 The North Alabama Sing-
ing Convention will meet the 

second Sunday at Holly Pond. 
	 S.H. Johnson spent a 
couple of weeks in Flint this 
week. 

From the Files of 1934
The first bale of 1934 cotton 
was brought to Cullman by 
L.J. Earwood of Route Four, 
Cullman. It weighed 505 
pounds and was sold to G.W. 

Ponder, who paid Mr. Ear-
wood 13 cents per pound for 
it. 
	 Cullman High School 
has enrolled 366 students, 
the largest enrollment since 
1930. There are 105 fresh-
men, 128 sophomores, 76 ju-
niors and 57 seniors. 
	 Mr. and Mrs. R.E. Yeager 
had as their guests last week, 

Mr. and Mrs. J.M. Lamphear 
and daughter, Rhen of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. The fam-
ilies became friends by cor-
respondence, after Irene 
Yeager put her name and ad-
dress in the bottom of a crate 
of strawberries five years ago 
and Rhea Lamphear wrote 
to her after her father pur-
chased the crate.

HISTORY

Files from yesteryear: 1904, 1934
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POET'S CORNER
Evening Tide | By: Randy C. Hale

A

young boy runs toward

the

ocean, his kite sailing

behind him.

A mother lightly splashes

water into her small child’s

face who in shock slings

her arms experiencing

the first of things.

Friends gather,

some quiet mouses,

some loud macaws.

A family goes by,

with matching lights

strapped to their head,

sand crabs scamper.

The sun sets into

a watery grave, as sea

breezes whisk through

the

air this beach evening. Jace Self, age 6
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Bill Smith Used CarsBill Smith Used Cars
2014 KIA 
SORENTO

$285 MO./WAC
STK#1338A

2013 FORD 
EXPLORER

$315 MO./WAC
STK#1357B

2014 FORD
EDGE

$285 MO./WAC
STK#28962A

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1915 SECOND AVE. NW
CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-735-2898

2016 JEEP 
COMPASS

$315 MO./WAC
STK#01435

2018 KIA
OPTIMA

$333 MO./WAC

2016 KIA
SOUL

$315 MO./WAC
STK#28747D STK#01444

$397 MO./WAC
STK#01393

$397 MO./WAC
STK#01411A

2012 CHEVY 
SILVERADO

$385 MO./WAC
STK#01439

2015 SUBARU 
CROSSTREK

$397 MO./WAC
STK#28603B

$397 MO./WAC
STK#28694A

2018 FORD 
ECOSPORT

2016 DODGE 
JOURNEY

$333 MO./WAC
STK#01426

$350 MO./WAC
STK#21434A

2016 KIA
FORTE

$367 MO./WAC
STK#28836A

$385 MO./WAC
STK#01424

2015 FORD
ESCAPE

2014 CHEVROLET 
TAHOE

$385 MO./WAC
STK#01433

2017 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA

2015 SUBARU 
FORESTER

2016 BUICK 
CASCADA

BUDGET FRIENDLY - DON’T BREAK THE BANK - SIGN AND DONE 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT - TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE DOWN

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

structure, increase equity in 
transportation, help fight cli-
mate change, strengthen the 
supply chain and create jobs,” 
according to the Federal Avi-
ation Administration. 
	 The $25 billion federal 
grant will be divvied up with 
$15 billion going to airport 
infrastructure and $5 billion 
each allocated to air traffic fa-
cilities and airport terminals.
	 For Alabama specifically, 
the law affords about $142 
million for airport infrastruc-
ture development over a five-
year period.
	 Airport needs including 
runway improvements, ter-
minal development and re-
vamped taxiways and towers 
are eligible for grant money 
disbursement.
	 With a population boom 
of 23.9% in the city of Cull-
man since our previous 
census and county’s 9% pop-
ulation increase in the same 
time frame, Cullman was one 
of only a handful of counties 
in Alabama to see an increase 
in residents.
	 As the fourth fastest 
growing county in the state, 
Cullman’s unemployment is 
at a mere 1.9% compared to 
Alabama’s 2.6% and the na-
tion’s 3.6%. 
	 According to Cullman 

Economic Development 
Agency Director Dale Greer, 
“Our goal is to now provide 
better paying jobs for Cull-
man residents.
	 “The airport is a key 
factor in supplying those 
jobs. If everyone is working 
and making $40,000, then 
you bring in better jobs so 
that everyone is making 
$70,000, $80,000, $90,000 or 
$100,000 a year. With these 
potential contracts that we’re 
missing out on, we could do 
that.” 
	 Greer explained, “This 
airport has not capitalized 
on the potential that exists in 
Huntsville, particularly mili-
tary contracts.
	 “We’ve had an opportu-
nity to land several mainte-
nance repair facilities, but we 
don’t have the building that is 
required.
	 “They come in and love 
our community and tour our 
town. They recognize and 
appreciate our location in 
regard to Birmingham and 
Huntsville.
	 “Then they say, ‘Hang 
on. What hangar space have 
you got?’ When we tell them 
none, they say that for us 
to have a defense contract 
you’ve got to have a physical 
address to bid on all of those. 

As a result, we don’t get those 
contracts. We’re not even in 
the race to contend because 
we don’t qualify.”
	 The potential $10 mil-
lion-plus project at the 
Cullman Regional Airport 
would require less than a 
3% investment, or $60,000 
over five years, from both the 
City of Cullman and Cullman 
County Commission for a 
total of $300,000 each. 
	 “The significance is that 
both the state and the feder-
al government believe that 
this is worth putting a lot of 
money into.
	 “They’re committed to 
helping us grow and commit-
ted to doing things to help us 
get it all done,” said Greer.
	 Cullman Regional Airport 
General Manager Ben Har-
rison spoke about the differ-
ence between commercial 
and general aviation and how 
improving Cullman’s general 
aviation airport can lead to 
more revenue.
	 “Commercial jets move 
people. General aviation, 
which is what we are, moves 
businesses. We’re able to do 
things that commercial ser-
vice can’t do,” Harrison said.
	 “Commercial service is 
scheduled. Every day that 
aircraft takes off at the same 

time. They have their sched-
uled slot times.
	 “People don’t take a cor-
porate jet into a hub like At-
lanta because those slots are 
filled by commercial airlines 
like Delta or American Air-
lines. So, the business jets go 
to an outlier airport like, po-
tentially, us.”
	 He continued, “If we do 
not have a strong, viable air-
port that can accommodate 
corporate jets, business jets 
and cargo, we will not be able 
to grow our community.”
	 The impression of some 
residents is that the airport 
caters to the affluent, but 
Harrison disputes that mis-
conception.
	 “Those are the people 
who determine jobs. They 
might be rich, but they 
employ hundreds or thou-
sands of people,” he said.
	 “They want to bring jobs 
here, but they can’t get their 
planes in at our airport. Pri-
vate planes are their mode of 
transportation because it’s 
faster and more efficient. 
	 “They don’t want to fly 
into Birmingham, Atlanta or 
Huntsville and drive here. 
That’s a waste of time for cor-
porate executives.
	 “In 2014, we made a plan 
for fundamental changes for 

the future of our airport, and 
those projects are complete. 
Now, it’s time to implement 
the next plan.”
	 The 2014 plan’s roadmap 
was the Airport Layout Plan 
(ALP), a meticulous map with 
a legend accounting for every 
square inch of the property. 
	 Harrison explained the 
intricacies of the ALP, saying, 
“Everything has to be in 
place. This will tell us exactly 
what the runway data is, such 
as, ‘Did the magnetic vari-
ation change?’ ‘Is our com-
pass alignment still correct 
with the earth’s changes and 
shifts?’ ‘Are our object-free 
areas still correct?’ ‘What 
about our runway safety 
areas?’ All of that has to be 
surveyed out: medium-inten-
sity lots, high-intensity lots, 
non-precision, precision, etc. 
	 “This will tell us what we 
can and cannot do. All that is 
surveyed.
	 “Every bit of that must 
be in place. The ALP is a sev-
en-year guideline on what we 
can do. We did this in 2014.”
	 The forward-thinking 
Harrison keeps his eyes on 
the future and keeping the 
airport’s progress in on track. 
By doing so, the long-term 
costs are kept to a minimum, 
much like maintaining one’s 

vehicles with routine main-
tenance like oil and filter 
changes.
	 “My goal is, as long as I’m 
here, is I don’t want to touch 
the same project twice. That’s 
accomplished by doing a 
project, building it and main-
taining it properly.
	 “Without the mainte-
nance plan, the infrastruc-
ture falls apart. If the infra-
structure falls apart, no one 
comes here to land their 
planes,” Harrison said.
	 “All the taxiways will be 
rehabbed in less than 10 years 
of new.
	 “We had to complete-
ly rebuild them at the tune 
of about $3.8 million. For a 
$300,000 investment, we’re 
going to preserve them.
	 “That preservation will 
take a 20-year pavement 
maintenance and kick it up to 
a 30-year maintenance, and, 
if we keep at it, we can get 
maybe 40 years out of it.”
	 With Harrison’s long-
range vision coupled with 
Greer’s experience and ex-
pertise, Cullman Regional 
Airport has the potential to 
become a pin in the hat of 
both the City of Cullman and 
Cullman County as a whole, 
as long as the community’s 
leaders agree to it.

Airport (from Front)




