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Princess Lillie remembered 
with butterfly release

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Julie Mobley, Cheryl Haynes, Dennis Haynes, Kelly Handley, Gabe and Garret 
Handley and Summer Speegle pose for a photo at Cullman Regional.
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man Parks, Recreation and 
Sports Tourism (CPRST) on 
Thursday announced that 
its $100,000 fundraising 
goal for Cullman’s upcom-
ing skatepark has been met 

and exceeded thanks to the 
generosity of local benefac-
tors including the Whitesell 
family, the Cullman Rotary 
Club and the CPRST Foun-
dation.
 “We knew that we would 
need amenities, bathrooms, 
benches, shade and landscap-
ing to go along with the proj-

ect. We were very fortunate 
to have a private donor – the 
Whitesell family – to step up 
with $50,000 donation, but it 
was contingent on a match. 
Just like we have many times 
with other big projects the 
community comes together 
and we’re really excited that 
we were able to 

Fundraising goal met for 
Cullman’s new skatepark
Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com
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CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
staff of Cullman Internal 
Medicine and the family of 
Lillie Handley, 8, of Holly 
Pond, who passed away last 
August following a long battle 
with cancer, organized a me-
morial butterfly release on 
Thursday, Aug. 18, in Lillie’s 
memory. Butterflies were a 
favorite of Lillie’s, along with 
princesses and red lipstick. 
The butterfly release was 
held at Cullman Regional to 
surprise Lillie’s grandmother, 
Cheryl Haynes, at her office. 
 Haynes said she visits 
Lillie’s grave as often as pos-
sible. Even if she cannot go 
until after work, she brings a 

flashlight and visits with her 
granddaughter.
 Thursday, everyone 
opened individual envelopes 
containing the butterflies, 
shipped in from Clearwa-
ter Butterfly in Florida, and 
watched in awe as they flut-
tered in the air above their 
heads. Hayes said when she 
sees red birds, blue birds and 
butterflies, she knows Lillie is 
always nearby.
 Lillie was diagnosed with 
stage 3 intermediate risk 
neuroblastoma in May 2016 
at the age of 3. By the age of 7, 
she had beaten cancer three 
times. Unfortunately, in No-
vember 2020, the disease had 
progressed, and the family 
was told that nothing more 
could be done for Lillie that 

would not cause more harm.
 Lillie became fondly 
known as Princess Lillie 
throughout the community, 
and a Princess Lillie Party 
was thrown in her honor 
annually for four years. The 
first princess party was held 
at Cullman Regional with 
Haynes’ fellow office staff. 
 Administrator Julie 
Mobley said on Thursday, 
“We are honored that your 
family shared her with us and 
let us love her.” 
 In the time they had 
left with their princess, the 
Handley family attempted to 
make her every wish come 
true. The princess parties 
started after Lillie was able 
to visit Walt Disney World 
when her wish 

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman County man 
killed in crash » PAGE 6

Cullman Parks, Recreation & Sports Tourism Executive Director 
Nathan Anderson, left, and Cullman Mayor Woody Jacobs, right, 
are all smiles Thursday, Aug. 18, 2022, as they announce that 
the fundraising goal for the city’s new skatepark has been met.
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‘Small miracles’
CCBOE sings praises of 
maintenance department » PAGE 6

Cullman TOPS offers hope 
for those struggling with 
weight management » PAGE 10

County Commission 
opts to keep CARTS 
director on payroll » PAGE 7

Get live scoring updates every 
Friday at CullmanScoreboard.com.

Cullman 13 - 10 Mars Hill
Good Hope 6 - 0 West Point
Brewer 20 - 13 Hanceville

Vinemont 46 - 40 Falkville
Clements 48 - 34 Holly Pond

Cold Springs 36 - 14 Curry
Winston Co. 29 - 8 Addison

Meek 36 - 12 Maplesville

ALL GAMES COVERED INSIDE

HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

CCSO hosts Church 
Safety Class » PAGE 10

Good Hope’s Kaleb Jones (33) scored the game-winning 
touchdown for the Raiders in their 6-0 
OT win at West Point Friday night.

BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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PREP FOOTBALL

Good Hope edges 
West Point 6-0 in OT
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Connect Cullman County 
brings local therapeutic 

resources together

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

TheraPlay staff members Sara Freeman, Abby Jones, Elizabeth Romine, Tara Weaver, Janelle 
Britt and Hannah Fabian pose for a photo at Connect Cullman County on Saturday, Aug. 20.
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CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man City Council on Monday 
night voted in favor of au-
thorizing medical cannabis 
dispensing sites in the city 
limits. The Cullman County 
Commission passed a similar 

ordinance in July. Statewide, 
up to 37 dispensing sites will 
be approved by the Alabama 
Medical Cannabis Commis-
sion (AMCC), and local lead-
ership is hoping Cullman will 
have one of them.
	 Cullman Mayor Woody 
Jacobs explained, “The Leg-
islature passed the Act 2021-

45, the (Darren) Wesley ‘Ato’ 
Hall Compassion Act (spon-
sored by (Republican) Sen. 
(Tim) Melson of Florence) 
a little over a year ago. This 
legalized the lawful usage of 
medical cannabis through-
out the entire state, and it 
established the Alabama 
Medical Cannabis Com-

mission. The law requires 
(sic) a municipality like us, 
or unincorporated area like 
Cullman County, to pass an 
ordinance to either authorize 
the location of a dispensing 
site within its jurisdictional 
boundaries or pass one to the 
contrary in order to preclude 
a dispensing site from locat-

ing within its jurisdictional 
boundaries. This can help 
people in need who qualify 
and generate revenue for 
Cullman.
	 “The AMCC is the govern-
ing body of the State which 
will process and decide which 
37 locations of the state will 
be allowed to open 

‘This is an opportunity’
City votes to approve medical cannabis dispensing sites
Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Ther-
aPlay Pediatric Sensory Gym 
of Cullman on Saturday 
hosted Connect Cullman 
County, which brought ther-
apeutic service providers 
together for informational 
sessions with caregivers of 
children with mental or phys-
ical disabilities. The event 
was held at The Little House 
at Art Park. 
	 TheraPlay Owner Janelle 
Britt said she created the 
event so families could learn 
about local therapeutic ser-
vices. There were numerous 

families in attendance who 
were previously unaware of 
many of the services and were 
afforded the opportunity to 
ask questions of each provid-
er. 
	 The providers included 
Flourish of Cullman, Tiny 
Day Creative Play, Dynea 
Boyd of Legacy Salon, Hope 
Horses, Imagine ABA and 
the Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office (CCSO).
	 Flourish of Cullman 
assists individuals with dis-
abilities in becoming more 
independent by offering job 
coaching, life coaching and 
social integration opportuni-
ties with a circle of support. 

	 Tiny Day Creative Play 
provides sensory bins and 
creative play items for early 
childhood learning. The sen-
sory bins, with small pieces 
such as rice, crinkle paper or 
pebbles, are designed to pro-
mote fine motor skills, engage 
the senses and encourage 
imaginative play.
	 Dynea Boyd of Legacy 
Salon offers special needs 
haircuts at Legacy Salon 
every six weeks on Sundays. 
Boyd said, “There’s no blow 
dryers, no radio, no other 
people. It’s just me and the 
person and their parents or 
whoever wants to come.” 
A p p o i n t m e n t s 

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 3

CCBOE personnel 
report » PAGE 6

– PET OF THE WEEK –

Rubble – ready 
to join your 
Paw Patrol! Rubble

CULLMAN COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

» PAGE 6

The Cullman County Commission recently voted in favor of a 
sanitation rate increase to go into effect Oct. 1.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 6

County sanitation 
rates increasing

Caleb Bradbury gives a 
thumbs up at a Cullman 
Homeschool Skate event 
Friday, Aug. 19.

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 5

Connecting 
area 

homeschoolers 
Cullman homeschool 
community thriving
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Aug. 22
Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Aug. 22, 2022. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty. 

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

INCIDENTS
Aug. 18
•	 unlawful possession of 
dangerous drugs; U.S. Hwy 
231
•	 burglary; Co. Rd. 1670
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 1435
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; U.S. 
Hwy 231
•	 theft of property; Co. Rd. 
508
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 616
•	 burglary; U.S. Hwy 231
•	 criminal mischief; Co. Rd. 
1107

Aug. 19
•	 domestic violence, crimi-
nal mischief; Co. Rd. 1809
•	 violation of protection 
order; Co. Rd. 1320
•	 harassment; Co. Rd. 656
•	 permitting dogs to run at 
large; Co. Rd. 1435
•	 receiving stolen property, 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia, attempting to 
elude law enforcement offi-
cer; Hwy 157
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia; Co. Rd. 
437
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 82
•	 harassment, criminal 
mischief; Co. Rd. 1598
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; Co. 
Rd. 1545
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 437

Aug. 20
•	 theft of property; Co. Rd. 
8
•	 domestic violence; Hwy 
91
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 747
•	 theft of property; Co. Rd. 
695
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 1720
•	 harassment; Co. Rd. 1390
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; Co. 
Rd. 437
•	 criminal mischief; Co. Rd. 
576
•	 burglary; Co. Rd. 1498
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 750
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana, unlawful posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
Hwy 278 W.
•	 theft of property; Hwy 69 
S.

Aug. 21
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia; Co. Rd. 
702
•	 unlawful possession of 
dangerous drugs, unlawful 

possession of drug parapher-
nalia; Hwy 69 N.
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana, unlawful posses-
sion of controlled substance, 
unlawful possession of dan-
gerous drug; I-65 SB MM 300

ARRESTS
Aug. 18
Berry, Crystal G; 43
•	 FTA-making false Medic-
aid claim

Edwards, Regina B; 54
•	 possession of heroin
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Fowler, Benjamin C; 31
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 possession of marijuana

Harrison, George M; 41
•	 possession of marijuana

Hosmer, Kristine M; 35
•	 Probation violation-theft

Hudson, Danny R; 43
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense

Ingle, Cherry D; 62
•	 FTA-possession of pre-
scription drugs
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of dan-
gerous drug

Lancaster, Shelley L; 53
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense

Lovell, Anthony R; 47
•	 FTA-using false identity 
to avoid/hinder prosecution

Sanchez, Eric R; 24
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 possession of marijuana

Seals, Sharon D; 49
•	 FTA-expired tag

Smitherman, Carrissa D; 46
•	 permitting dogs to run at 
large

Stein, Jeri; L; 31
•	 FTA-harassment

White, Derek W; 41
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Wilhite, Desiree K; 24
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family

Wise, Phyllis S; 57
FTA-possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of mari-
juana

Wood, Randy L; 59
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Aug. 19
Buck, Brent R; 46
•	 Violation of domestic vio-
lence protection order

Burney, Bradford S; 26
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 attempting to elude police 

officer
•	 receiving stolen vehicle 

Busby, William J; 57
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree

Corbin, Sarah K; 26
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense

Cruce, Caleb E; 19
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Denson, Melvyn T; 50
•	 public intoxication

Gambrell, John M; 27
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense

Harbin, Sarah B; 30
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Holland, Pennie D; 20
•	 FTA-public intoxication

Horton, Matthew L; 39
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended, revoked or cancelled

Leak, Amanda J; 36
•	 public intoxication
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Manning, James M; 48
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 possession of marijuana
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Mays, Jessica L; 37
•	 FTA-permitting dogs to 
run at large

Merrill, Aaron N; 27
•	 assault-domestic vio-
lence-3rd degree-harassing 
communications

Murphy, James R; 53
•	 FTA-attempt to commit a 
crime-Class B felony
•	 FTA-possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Nolasco-Medel, Michele D; 
50
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Preston, David O; 35
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense

Trimble, William C; 56
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of mari-
juana

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT 

INCIDENTS 
Aug. 18
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Walmart; Hwy 157; 
battery; $58
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Walmart; Hwy 157; 
miscellaneous; $104

Aug. 19

•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree (harassment); Bower 
Dr. S.E.
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree (harassment); 2nd 
Ave. N.W.
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; 2nd 
Ave. S.W; chainsaw; $400
•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree; cash and miscella-
neous

Aug. 20
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Hobby Lobby; Town 
Square S.W; cash
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; 
Cherokee Ave. S.W; miscella-
neous; $175
•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree; Hwy 278 E; motor, 
fishing tackle; $1,000

ARRESTS 
Aug. 19
Corbin, Sarah K; 26
•	 FTA-theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Estes, Madison Y; 30
•	 unlawful possession/re-
ceiving controlled substances
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia

Hobbs, Carol J; 37
•	 domestic violence-3rd 
degree (harassment)

Lassiter, William C; 35
•	 receiving stolen proper-
ty-1st degree
•	 unlawful possession/re-
ceiving controlled substances

Aug. 20
Haas, Brandon C; 26
•	 DUI

Jacobs, Jenny M; 49
•	 FTA-DUI (2 counts)
•	 FTA-insurance violation
•	 FTA-driving on wrong 
side of the road

Johnson, Christine L; 53
•	 DUI

Aug. 21
Johnson, Ladonna W; 42
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Kugler, Sandra M; 38
•	 FTA-disorderly conduct

Mora, Ulises D; 23
•	 DUI

Murphey, Aaron D; 25
•	 FTA-insurance violation
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended

Nolasco-Medel, Michele D; 
50
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended
•	 FTA-driving on wrong 
side of road

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT 

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

 
Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.cull-
mantribune.com.

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office (CCSO) made several 
arrests over the weekend in 
unrelated cases. 

THURSDAY. AUG. 18

Investigators served a search 
warrant in the Valley Grove 
area. 
	 Regina Banks Edwards, 
54, of Cullman was located at 
the residence. 
	 She was allegedly found 
to be in possession of narcot-
ics and paraphernalia. 
	 Edwards was arrested and 
charged with unlawful pos-
session of heroin, unlawful 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia, duty upon striking an 
unattended vehicle (failure 
to appear warrant) and no tag 
(failure to appear warrant). 

Deputies arrested De-
siree Katlyn Wilhite, 24, of 
Falkville on an outstanding 

warrant for assault-child 
abuse.
	 The warrant stemmed 
from an incident earlier this 
month. 

Deputies arrested Carrissa 
Dawn Smitherman, 46, of 
Cullman, on an outstanding 
warrant for permitting dogs 
to run at large. 
	 The warrant stemmed 
from an incident that oc-
curred earlier this year.  

FRIDAY, AUG. 19

Deputies recognized a vehi-
cle from a BOLO (be on the 

lookout) alert from Morgan 
County and attempted to 
stop it. 
	 The vehicle fled; ulti-
mately the pursuit ended in 
the area of Terri Pines. 
	 Bradford Seth Burney, 26, 
of Hanceville, was identified 
as the driver. 
	 He was placed under 
arrest and charged with re-
ceiving stolen property, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
and attempting to elude. 

SUNDAY, AUG. 21

Deputies conducted a traffic 
stop near an Interstate 65 

rest stop.  
	 William Christopher 
Trimble, 56, of Vinemont was 
a passenger in the vehicle. 
	 Deputies determined that 
Trimble had outstanding 
warrants. A search of the ve-
hicle and his person allegedly 
yielded narcotics and para-
phernalia. 
	 Trimble was arrested 
and charged with unlawful 
possession of methamphet-
amine, unlawful possession 
of drug paraphernalia, un-
lawful possession of marijua-
na (failure to appear warrant) 
and unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia (failure 
to appear warrant). 

By virtue of an Execution issued to me by Marshall County Circuit Clerk, Angie Johnson, pursuant to the 
Code of Alabama, requiring me to make the sum as provided for in said Execution issued on a judgement, 
with interest and cost. Upon the expiration of proper notice and advertisement, I will expose at public sale 
to the highest bidder at the date, time and location listed above, all right, title, and interest of Donald W. 
Ellis AKA Wayne Ellis, in the real property, described as follows: 
 
The Southern portion across the Southeast quarter of the Southeast quarter of Section 9, Township 
9, Range 1 East of Huntsville Meridian boundering on and lying West of the New Harmony Road 
in Cullman County, Alabama and containing 10 acres, more or less. 
 
Source of Title: Deed Book 497, Page 122, recorded in the Probate Office of Cullman County, 
Alabama. 
   
FOR SOURCE OF TITLE, SEE DEED BOOK 601, PAGE 878 RECORDED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
JUDGE OF PROBATE OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA. 
 
           THEREFORE, according to said command, I shall expose for sale at public auction, all the right, 
title, and interest of the above-named Donald W. Ellis AKA Wayne Ellis, in and to the above-described 
property on the date listed above, subject to all prior encumbrances of record. 
 

CCSO arrest roundup
Staff Reports 
Contributor
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

“Come to the Well” 
Community Women’s 
Bible Study
• Tuesday mornings at 
10 at the Hebrews Cafe at 
East Side Baptist Church, 
1111 Third St. SE in Cull-
man
• Please wear a mask/face 
covering.

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Satur-
day of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many ev-
eryday items 
• A donation of $20 will 
allow a shopper to fill up a 
bag, and for $40 a shopper 
can fill a large box. Some of 
the items of greater value 
will require a larger dona-
tion. There will be some 
restrictions and product 
limits on the items. Cash 
and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and 
capital improvements for 
the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings (all 
are welcome) Mondays 
and Thursdays from 7-8 
p.m. at the Carriage House, 
located next to Grace Epis-
copal Church, 305 Arnold 
St. NE Cullman. Contact 
phone numbers: 256-347-
1097, 256-841-2209 or 
256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph 
Drive NW, Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tues-
days at 10 a.m. Come and 
pray with us or come to 
receive prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise class-
es- Wednesdays at 6 p.m. 
Children welcome.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m.- noon, 
Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
Wednesdays-Fridays 11 
a.m.-noon. Cullman Hous-
ing Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 
256-636-5362 for more 
information. Eat in or 
take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings serves chil-
dren ages 1-18 in need of 
assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register 
your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, dec-
orations and toys! Pick up 
is the last weekend of the 
month. Saturday (5100 
Curry Highway Suite 
100-B Jasper, AL 35504) 
from 3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month 
at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1 
p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of 
box pickup. Register at 
h t t p s : // f o r m . j o t f o r m .
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-7478.
•	 Tuesday and Wednes-
day, Aug. 23-24 - 7 p.m. 
“Release & Freedom” Re-
vival by Dr. Arvin D’Silva
•	 Friday, Aug. 26 - 6:30 
p.m. Friday Night Lights 
- Bring a dish for our pot-
luck supper. Fellowship 
and testimonies. Hurts, 
habits and hangups are 

a part of everyone’s life. 
Come and see how to 
overcome these and more! 
Spirit Life Church. Nurs-
ery provided.
•	 Sunday, Aug. 28 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call 256-841-2060 
for pickup. Breakfast 9:30 
a.m. Bible study classes for 
children, youth and adults 
10 a.m. Adult class. 11 a.m. 
message by Eric Milligan.
•	 Sunday, Aug. 28 - 
Pastor Appreciation 
Lunch Immediately after 
Sunday’s Message. Please 
bring a covered dish. Meat 
is provided. All are wel-
come!

Miércoles de Despensas
• 6-7 p.m. ler. miercoles 
del mes, En Su Tierra Cull-
man FUMC
• Despensas para la comu-
nidad. No requiere ID. En-
trega en su vehículo. Por 
favor use mascarilla.

Alcoholics Anonymous, 
12-Step Groups
The Goose Hung High 
Group of Alcoholics Anon-
ymous - 1st Church of Naz-
arene, 5415 U.S. Highway 
157, Cullman, AL 35058 
- CLOSED Literature 
Study, SUNDAYS at 3 p.m. 
- Handicap accessible

CASA volunteer train-
ing
Cullman County CASA 
(Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocates) is looking 
for dedicated volunteers 
to speak up for abused 
and neglected children 
in foster care. They need 
YOUR VOICE! A training 
class will be beginning 
soon! For more informa-
tion, please contact Can-
dace Lingo at cullman-
countycasa@msn.com. 

T.O.P.S (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
Cullman Housing Author-
ity Community Center 
(1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). First 
meeting is free. TOPS, 
a national program, is 
a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss 
and management through 
weekly meetings provid-
ing information, account-
ability, support and en-
couragement where you 
make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our 
experiences, strength and 
hope. We carry the mes-
sage of hope by letting 
others know that they are 
not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON 
and changing our own at-
titudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program 
is not a religious one, but a 
spiritual way of life. Meet-
ings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-
708-7122 or Don or Nancy 
McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Festhalle Farmers’ 
Market
• Open Tuesdays, Thurs-
days and Saturdays 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. until October

• Located at 209 First Ave. 
NE, Cullman, AL

Berlin Farmers’ Market
• Open Saturdays from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. until October
• Located at 50 Mt. Carmel 
Drive off U.S. Highway 278

Master’s Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

GriefShare Grief Sup-
port Group
• Sundays, 3-5 p.m., 
through Nov. 20, at First 
Baptist Church Cullman, 
501 Second. Ave. SW
• Help and encouragement 
after the death of a spouse, 
child, family member or 
friend- GriefShare is a spe-
cial weekly seminar and 
support group designed to 
help you rebuild your life 
after losing a loved one. 
Our group is led by caring 
people who have experi-
enced grief and want to 
help you through the diffi-
cult days ahead. We know 
it hurts, and we want to 
help. Call 256-734-5632 
for more information.

Holly Pond Lions Club 
Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, Aug. 27 from 
6-9 a.m. at the Lions Club 
building at Holly Pond 
Lions Club Park.  All-you-
can-eat pancakes, sausage 
and bacon. Admission is 
a donation. The proceeds 
benefit local sight projects. 
We hope to see you there!   

3 Quilters Annual Porch 
/Yard Sale 
Saturday, Aug. 27 from 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. at 1703 Con-
vent Road NE, Cullman. 
Variety of items- NOT just 
for quilters. Some furni-
ture, some clothes. Rain 
date is Sept 3.

Swamp John’s Dinner
• Thursday, Sept. 1, at 
Saint Andrew’s Church, 
615 Main Ave. SW, from 
4-7 p.m. Sponsored by
• Quilters Retreat Bunch.

Heartland Quilt Guild 
The Heartland Quilt Guild 
will meet Thursday, Sept. 
8, at Christ Covenant 
Church, 1310 Saint Joseph 
St., at 6:30 p.m. Special 
speaker will be Ann Bar-
rett. She will be doing a 
bed turning and telling us 
her story. All are welcome.

Cullman Downtown 
Merchants Association 
Bluegrass Festival 
Saturday, Sept. 9 from 5-10 
p.m. at Depot Park. Fea-
tured guests are Cotton 
Pickin’ Kids, Barefoot 
Nellie and Cottonmouth 
Creek. Food, fun, music 
for all. For more informa-
tion, email atog218@aol.
com. 

Hanceville Kids’ Night 
Out 
Thursday, Sept. 15, 2022, 
from 6-8 p.m. at C.W. Day 
Park. This yearly event 
provides the community’s 
children a chance to get 
to know local police offi-
cers, fire personnel and 
community leaders while 
enjoying family fun.

Superhero Fire
Saturday, Sept. 17, from 
4-6 p.m. at the Hanceville 
Civic Center, 902 Com-
mercial St. Free admis-

sion. Free food. Wal-Mart 
heart and Hanceville Fire 
& Rescue trucks will be on-
site. Daryl Nethery with 
Kozmic Sound. Opening 
prayer by Carl Cooper 
from The Hedge Ministry 
in Arkansas. Guest speak-
er will be Lacy Tolar from 
Rescue 1 Global in Tennes-
see. Domestic violence, 
human trafficking, recov-
ery center and suicide 
prevention and awareness 
vendor advocates.

Oktoberfest German 
Dinner at Sacred Heart
The annual Oktoberfest 
German Dinner will be 
held at Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Church’s Family 
Life Center on Wednes-
day, Sept. 28, from 4-7 
p.m. Sponsored by the 
women’s Altar Society, the 
event this year is drive-th-
ru only -follow signs at 
church. The meal consists 
of bratwurst and Ger-
man-style kraut, (meat by 
Brickyard Meats), German 
potato salad, green beans, 
applesauce, bread and 
dessert for $15. There are 
NO children’s meals this 
year. All proceeds raised 
go toward the sponsoring 
Altar Society’s church 
upkeep projects. Every-
one welcome to enjoy this 
yearly meal celebrating 
our German heritage!

Harvest to Home Dinner 
& Silent Auction 
Sept. 29 at 5:30 p.m. This 
will be a locally sourced 
dinner starting with a 
menu curated by Chef 
Nichols, department chair 
of the Wallace State Culi-
nary Arts Program. This is 
the North Alabama Agri-
plex’s largest yearly fund-
raising effort. More details 
coming soon. 

Oktoberfest
Sept. 29-Oct. 1 at the Fes-
thalle. Join us for the 41st 
Annual Cullman Oktober-
fest to celebrate Cullman’s 
rich German heritage! 
This festival features a 
Biergarten with German 
and local craft beers, live 
music, food, kids and 
adult activities and some 
fun events for your furry 
members of the family!

Cullman County Fair 
Parade
Saturday, Oct. 1 at 2 p.m. 
along U.S. Highway 31 
from Cullman First Bap-
tist Church to McGriff 
Tire. www.cullmanfair.
org/fair-parade 

Cullman County Fair
Oct. 6-15 at the Cullman 
County Fairgrounds. www.
cullmanfair.org 

Peinhardt Farm Day(s) 
• The Peinhardt Living 
History Farm Foundation 
will host Peinhardt Living 
History Farm Day over an 
unprecedented two-day 
span this year: Saturday 
and Sunday, Oct. 15-16, 
from 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
• This hands-on fall festi-
val teaches all ages what 
farm life was like in the 
1930s and 1940s in north 
Alabama. Free for ages 2 
and younger and $10 for 
all others. The farm is lo-
cated at 1711 Talley Ho St., 
Cullman. 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

Cullman woman killed in 3-vehicle crash
Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

SIMCOE, Ala. — A Cullman 
woman was killed in a late 
Saturday evening crash, ac-
cording to Cullman County 
Coroner Jeremy Kilpatrick.
	 Kilpatrick identified the 
victim as 25-year-old Savan-
nah Hamilton. 
	 According to Alabama 

State Troopers, the crash 
occurred at approximately 
10:47 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 20. 
	 Troopers said Hamilton 
was fatally injured when the 
2015 Hyundai Sonata she 
was driving struck a 2014 
Nissan Sentra driven by 
James R. Rosenogle, 51, of 
Cullman. 
	 After the initial collision, 
the Hyundai collided head 

on with a 2020 Ford Edge 
driven by Kenneth M. Kreps 
Jr., 50, also of Cullman. 
	 Hamilton was pro-
nounced deceased at the 
scene.
	 Kreps and a passenger in 
the Ford, Robin M. Kreps, 
50, also of Cullman, were 
transported to Cullman Re-
gional for treatment. Rose-
nogle was not injured. 

	 The crash occurred on 
Alabama Highway 69 near 
the 251 mile marker, ap-
proximately 5 miles east 
of Cullman, in Cullman 
County. 
	 Nothing further is avail-
able as Troopers with the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency’s Highway Patrol 
Division continue to inves-
tigate.

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

ESTATE SALE 
FURNITURE, GIFTS, ANTIQUES, RUGS,  

SILVER PIECES AND MUCH MORE! 
 

Friday, August 26 – 10-6, Saturday, August 27 – 9-6 
Sunday, August 28 – 9-5 

 

To Be Held At Ryans Creek Produce and BBQ 
at 3485 County Road 222, Cullman, AL 35057 

are private, but walk-ins are 
welcome. For more details, 
call 256-531-2055.
	 Hope Horses is dedicated 
to providing safe horseman-
ship programs to individuals 
with special physical, social 
and emotional needs.
	 The therapeutic riding 
program promotes strength, 
well-being, coordination 
and balance while building 
self-esteem.
	 Imagine ABA is a Cull-
man-based behavior and 
developmental therapy 
practice dedicated to making 
a difference by providing 
quality ABA therapy services 
to those affected by autism 
spectrum disorder and re-
lated disorders. It is the only 
ABA practice located in Cull-
man. 
	 The CCSO promoted 
Project Lifesaver, a national 
program that helps locate and 
reduce injury to those who 
wander due to cognitive con-

ditions. Said Lt. Ryan Forten-
berry, “Project Lifesaver is a 
tracking system that we can 
use for people - either chil-
dren with Down Syndrome or 
autism, or dementia or Alz-
heimer’s for older people.”
	 The system is designed 
to locate people who are 
missing who have wandered 
away on foot. The program is 
sponsored by the Pilot Club 
of Cullman and is free to the 
residents of Cullman County. 
	 The CCSO maintains the 
devices and will come out to 
change the batteries every 
60 days and test the trackers. 
The trackers can be worn 
like a watch or around one’s 
ankle. 
	 For more information 
about each service, visit www.
flourishofcullman.com, www.
facebook.com/tinydaycre-
ativeplay, www.hopehorse-
sinc.com, www.imagineaba.
com and www.cullmansher-
iff.org/project-lifesaver.

Resources (from Front)
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Satur-
day marked the start of the 
2022 Cullman County Youth 
Football season and there 
were several good matchups 
to enjoy across the county 
but unfortunately a couple 
of games got cancelled due 
to rain. The Cold Springs 
Eagles hosted the Holly 
Pond Broncos, the Vinemont 
Eagles traveled to take on 
the West Point Warriors, the 
Cullman Bearcats hosted the 
Hanceville Bulldogs and the 
Good Hope Raiders faced 
off against the Cullman Cy-
clones on the road.

Holly Pond Broncos at 
Cold Springs Eagles
•	 Fireplug: Broncos 18 - 
Eagles 14
•	 Wee-Wee: Broncos 24 - 
Eagles 0

Vinemont Eagles at West 
Point Warriors
•	 Fireplug: Eagles 18 - War-
riors 0

•	 Wee-Wee: Warriors 22 - 
Eagles 8
•	 Pee-Wee: Postponed due 
to rain

Hanceville Bulldogs at 
Cullman Bearcats
•	 Fireplug: Bearcats 38 - 
Bulldogs 0
•	 Wee-Wee: Bearcats 46 - 
Bulldogs 24
•	 Pee-Wee: postponed due 
to rain

Good Hope Raiders at Cull-
man Cyclones
•	 Fireplug: Cyclones 34 - 
Raiders 0
•	 Wee-Wee: Cyclones 30 - 
Raiders 0
•	 Pee-Wee: Cyclones 42 - 
Raiders 8

Week Two Schedule 
(August 27)
•	 Cullman Bearcats at 
Holly Pond Broncos (9 a.m.)
•	 Fairview Aggies at 
Vinemont Eagles (4 p.m.)
•	 West Point Warriors at 
Good Hope Raiders (4 p.m.)
•	 Cullman Cyclones at 
Hanceville Bulldogs (9 a.m.)

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Cullman County Youth Football week 1 scoring recap

The Holly Pond Broncos defeated the Cold Springs Eagles 24-0 in Saturday’s Wee-Wee game.
SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

VINEMONT, Ala. — Fall 
sports have returned in 
Cullman County and across 
the state and that means it’s 
the start of a busy year for 
Vinemont senior Faith Rusk. 
Rusk plays basketball, vol-
leyball and softball for the 
Lady Eagles and she’s looking 
forward to her final seasons 
with all three of her teams. 
Up first for Rusk is volleyball 
and she’s excited to see what 
this year’s experienced Lady 
Eagles squad can do.
	 “This year, personal-
ly and as a team, we have 
said that team bonding and 
communication is our main 
focus,” Rusk said. “The team 
is coming back much older 
and with much more expe-
rience. Last year, we were 
pretty young and only had 
one senior. This year is much 
different as we have three 
seniors and multiple juniors 
that make up our team. Our 
experience on the court in 
general and playing together 
as a team will definitely help 
us as we make our way to-
wards regionals.”
	 Rusk has played for head 
coach Lance Lay for her 
whole volleyball career and 
has soaked up so much from 
him so far.
	 “Coach Lance Lay is way 
more than a coach to all of us. 
He cares about us as a person 
and not just a player. This 
season, he has explained to 
us seniors how important it 
is for us to be leaders on and 
off the court, because wheth-
er we know it or not, our team 
looks up to us,” Rusk said. 
	 “He also stressed to the 
team that team chemistry 
is very important because 
we need more than skill to 
make it far in our season. We 
all have skill and potentially 
individually, but we can’t win 
games by ourselves. We need 
all five of our teammates 
backing us up in a game and 
our other teammates cheer-
ing us on from the side. That 
has helped me become a 
better player and teammate 
and I thank coach Lay for 
that and the many other 
things he’s taught me these 
past seasons.”
	 Rusk feels blessed to play 
on a special team and has 
worked to become a strong 
leader to the younger girls as 
well.
	 “This team is special to 
watch because there’s so 
much potential and there’s so 
much love for the game. Our 
team really leaves everything 
on the court every single 
game and I just think that’s so 
much fun to watch as a leader 
and as a player,” Rusk said. 
“It’s an honor to be a leader 
on this team because there 
are so many girls that look up 
to me and the other seniors 
on the team. It’s just so fun 

getting to be around them 
and learning from them and 
hoping they can learn some-
thing from me. I have taught 
them that there is a time and 
a place to have fun during 
volleyball, but when game 
time comes, everyone needs 
to be focused. I try to always 
lighten the mood and have 
fun with all of my teammates 
because it just makes volley-
ball even more fun.”
	 Rusk’s teammates have 
been checking on her during 
her recovery after her shoul-
der surgery and will try their 
best to win some games for 
her until she comes back.
	 “I’m glad that I at least get 
to watch my team from the 
side. I am sure that my team 
will be motivated to win for 
me because they have been 
super supportive and con-
sistent with checking up on 
me throughout my recovery,” 
Rusk said. “Our team goals 
are to communicate better as 
a team and hopefully make it 
all the way to regionals and 
win as much as we can there. 
We want a winning season 
to show that Vinemont is a 
competitive program and 
that people need to watch 
out for us.”
	 Last season in basketball 
was a big step in the right di-
rection for the Lady Eagles. 
Vinemont put double digits 
in the win column and Rusk 
loved to see how much they 
grew as a team.
	 “Last season was so much 
fun and we grew so much as 
a team and this year, we are 
much more experienced, and 
we have a great team bond 
that is going to take us even 
further in the postseason. 
We are so close, and we had 
so much fun playing last year. 
	 “It was honestly just 
amazing to watch the young-
er girls on the team play so 
well against the much older 
opposing teams and I just 
feel honored to be able to 
watch and play with them 
as they grow because they 
are going to be great players 
when they become upper-
classmen. They are definitely 
a group to watch out for in 
the upcoming years,” Rusk 
said.
	 Rusk learned a lot from 
last season and has tried to 
continue learning as much as 
she can from coaches James 
Brown and Emme Willough-
by.
	 “We really learned that 
you can’t judge a book by its 
cover because there were so 
many teams that were bigger 
and older than us that we 
beat. There were also teams 
that beat us during the reg-
ular season that we came 
back and beat during area, 
like Danville. We all learned 
from that experience, and we 
all have so much confidence 
going into each and every 
game now because any-
thing can happen once that 

clock starts. Coach Brown 
and coach Willoughby are 
some of the best coaches 
that I’ve ever had in basket-
ball. They really know the 
game and they know how 
to teach it really well. I feel 
like I’ve learned more than 
I’ve ever learned before 
from them and the rest of 
the team agrees. They make 
the season fun and they’re 
always cutting up with us, 
but they’re also very serious 
and they make us stay on 
task. Honestly, I don’t think 
that Vinemont could find 
better coaches for basketball, 
and I think that they can take 
the Vinemont basketball 
program very far.”
	 Rusk has taught the 
younger girls so much as a 
leader, but the younger play-
ers have actually taught her a 
lot of things as well.
	 “It has been great being a 
leader to these younger girls. 
When I was their age, I really 
didn’t have any older play-
ers to look up to and I really 
want that for them,” she said. 
“I wish I could say that I’ve 
taught them a lot, but hon-
estly, they have taught me a 
lot and I would love to thank 
them for that because they’ve 
made me a better basketball 
player. I’ve taught them to be 
a leader on and off the court 
and that they should always 
be there for each other even 
when we’re losing or when 
they are on the sidelines. I 
have learned that it doesn’t 
matter what people say about 
you or how small or how old 
you are, you can do whatev-
er you want to do as long as 
you put the work in. All of 
the younger girls have shown 
me that because people have 
said that they can’t do it and 
that they don’t need to be 
on varsity, but they proved 
their point and now, every-
one loves to come and watch 
them play and win games.”
	 The team has been 
working on a lot during the 
summer and Rusk talked 
about the goals she has in 
mind for this upcoming year.
	 “We have been working 
on how to run plays better 
and learning how to adjust 
to other defenses as well as 
learning how to compete 
with people larger than us. 
Some of our goals are to 
make it past area and farther 
in regionals than we did this 
past year, and we all think 
that we can do it,” she said.
	 Vinemont had a very 
young softball team last 
season and went through 
some growing pains, but they 
also gained a lot of experi-
ence that will be returning in 
2023.
	 “Last year, we learned 
that anything can be thrown 
at us and at any point, we can 
lose a player or gain a player 
and we just have to learn to 
adjust to that. We also need 
a stronger team bond. We all 

need to learn how to bond 
as a team better and hope-
fully, this year will be a lot 
better,” she said. “There is 
not much experience coming 
back this season. We lost a 
lot of valuable players last 
season, but this year, even 
with a younger team, we can 
rise above the challenges and 
win a bunch of games. We 
don’t have a lot of experience 
playing together, but we have 
a lot of softball experience 
combined because a lot of the 
new girls play travel ball and 
have played softball all the 
way up until now, so we’re 
hoping that factors into a 
winning season.” 
	 Rusk feels lucky to have 
played for some great coach-
es during her softball career 
at Vinemont.
	 “Coaches Whisenant, 
Davis, and Christansen are 
some of the most caring 
coaches I have ever had. They 
really do care about each and 
every one of us. They have 
taught me so much about 
my own strengths and how 
to use them,” she said. “It 
is great to be a leader to the 
younger softball players and 
I love being on the team with 
them because they are always 
so much fun to be around. 
I taught them to put their 
health first. I hope that they 
have learned from my injury 
and that they will always put 
their health first.”
	 Rusk can’t wait to get 
back on the softball field with 
her team and has set some 
goals for herself and the team 
for 2023.
	 “Coming back from an 
injury is going to make this 
season even more special 

for me. I’ve been playing 
softball every season since 
I was five years old, and I 
have been pitching since I 
was seven. I couldn’t imag-
ine my senior year without 
either one of those things. 
I’m so excited for the season 
and I can’t wait to be back on 
the field 100% healthy,” she 
said. “My individual goals for 
this season are getting my 
pitching back to where it was 
before the injury, focusing on 

raising my speed as well as 
keeping my consistency, and 
maybe trying to fine-tune 
my rise ball. The team goals 
for this season are to make it 
past area. We have some hard 
competition coming up, but 
we hung in close with them 
last season and we’re coming 
back for revenge this time. 
We want to put Vinemont 
back on other teams’ radars 
and show them that we can 
compete with them.”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Vinemont’s Faith Rusk
FAITH RUSK

‘Be a leader on and off the court’: Vinemont’s 
Faith Rusk excited for senior year
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CULLMAN, Ala. — Local 
mom Jennifer Garcia, along 
with a group of other homes-
chool parents, in 2018 started 
the Cullman Homeschool 
Activities & Resource Group 
(CHARGe). The group was 
created to serve homeschool 
families in and around Cull-
man and offers activities, 
field trips and social learning 
opportunities. Garcia said 
she gains three to five new 
members every week. It is 
part of a larger resource for 
families: the Cullman Home-
school Connection.
	 Of her decision to homes-
chool her own children, now 
24, 19, 14 and 11, Garcia said, 
“I did not believe school, as 
society has structured it, was 
meant to create well-round-
ed, truly educated people. 
Children should be taught 
how to think, to question, to 
seek out and devour knowl-
edge – both secular and scrip-
tural.”
	 Now a homeschool veter-
an, having been doing it for 
almost 20 years, Garcia said 
she was not always so confi-
dent in her choice. 
	 “In the beginning, I 
second guessed. It was ter-
rifying to realize that by 
homeschooling I was solely 
responsible for educating 
my child, and if I failed, he 
would pay the price; howev-
er, I knew that ‘God hath not 

given us the spirit of fear; but 
of power, and of love, and of 
a sound mind.’ With God at 
my right hand, I would not be 
moved,” she shared. 
	 “The true test came when 
we discovered our son had 
convergence insufficiency, 
an eye condition that delayed 
his ability to read on his own 
until he was about 11. Today, 
that child is a physicist with 
concentrations in both theo-
retical as well as astrophysics 
about to graduate with his 
master’s (degree).”
	 Garcia believes that by 
allowing children to foster 
their own interests and not 
forcing them into extracur-
ricular activities they do not 
want to do, it allows them to 
develop faster in the areas 
they prefer. 
	 “If you let a child go in 
the direction that they’re 
interested (in), as long as it’s 
a productive direction, and 
you just try to guide them – 
they’re just little people – by 
the time they get to be a teen-
ager they are going to have a 
much better idea of what they 
want to do,” she said. 
	 Garcia said she requires 
her kids to accomplish a cer-
tain amount of work in each 
subject daily, so they cannot 
spend all of their time on 
their specific interests, but 
they are able to learn at the 
rate they choose in each sub-
ject. 
	 She explained, “There 
are so many people that are 

leaving public schools, and 
I am not anti-teacher; we’ve 
got some great public school 
teachers, but it is not de-
signed to be individualized 
education. It’s designed to 
herd as many kids through 
as possible and educate to 
their lowest common denom-
inator through ‘no child left 
behind.’”
	 When Garcia moved back 
to Cullman from Madison in 
2015, she said, she realized 
there were not many resourc-
es for homeschoolers. 
	 “Home School Connec-
tion was started in 2017 to be 
a voice for homeschoolers in 
the Cullman area,” she said. 
“Cullman Homeschool Co-op 
was created in 2016 and 
CHARGe in 2018. Each are 
different levels of the same 
organization and have differ-
ent purposes.”
	 CHARGe was created 
to bring the community to-
gether and help people find 
their niche, she said. It is a 
resource and support group 
for those who would rather 
free range their activities 
instead of committing to a 
co-op – a cooperative school 
where parents meet regularly 
to trade skills.
	 Garcia said she has no 
issues keeping her kids so-
cialized. Through Cullman 
Homeschool Co-op, many 
kids are educated in a group 
with other homeschoolers 
two to three times a week. 
There are also several extra-

curricular activities planned 
for the CHARGe group.
	 “We always have some-
thing planned: graduation, 
field day, game club, prom, 
field trips, teen social activ-
ities like a murder mystery 
party or a winter dance, an 
arts festival.
	 “We have homeschool 
skate every month. As home-
schoolers, we have to create 
our own activities and oppor-
tunities for our kiddos – no 
one is going to do it for us. A 
couple of years ago we did 
a learning lab at the water 
plant where the kids built 
their own water filtration 
system and tested it against 
the municipal system. It was 
a great experience,” she said.
	 Cullman Homeschool 
Skate was held last Friday at 
Sportsworld Skate Center 
in Vinemont as a back-to-
school bash for the kids. 
	 CHARGe has a baseball 
team coached by homeschool 
dads John Preiss, Ron Hill 
and Cory Drummond. 
	 “We are planning long 
term to do soccer, football as 
well. We have enough kids to 
form the team, have a spon-
sor for uniforms, a home 
field, had our first practice 
and already have agreements 
for opponents.”
	 The Cullman Home-
school Drama Club was 
formed to give kids a chance 
to perform small productions 
and practice their acting 
skills in preparation for 

community auditions. There 
are two locations for partic-
ipation: Cullman (Cullman 
Homeschool Connection) 
and Hanceville (Center Hill 

Baptist Church).
	 Learn more about the 
Cullman home school com-
munity at www.cullmanho-
meschool.com.

Homeschoolers (from Front)
Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com
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Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Board of 
Education (CCBOE) released 

its latest personnel report 
Friday. The board approved 
Superintendent Dr. Shane 

Barnette’s recommendations 
on all items.

The following resignations were accepted:
Rachel Allen	 Child Development Center (CDC)
Heather Jarmon	 CDC
Trenton Burton	 Cold Springs Elementary School (CSES)
Lori Oden		  Cold Springs High School (CSHS)
Paige Hamm	 Fairview Middle School (FMS)
Kayse Fondren	 Parkside
Johnna Ponder	 Vinemont Middle School (VMS)
Brenda Dillashaw	 Welti
Janet Sexton	 Welti
Toby Denson 	 West Point Middle School (WPMS)
Brittney Shaddix	 WPMS
Tammy Wiley	 WPMS

The following leaves of absence were accepted:
Aubrey Moore	 Central Office
Sarah Galvan	 CDC
Whitney Haynes	 Fairview High School (FHS)
Tiffany Ellis	 Good Hope High School (GHHS)

The following voluntary transfers were accepted:
Name		  From				    To
Felicia Bartlett 	 Hanceville Middle School (HMS)	 CDC
Emily Noland	 West Point Elementary School (WPES)	 CSHS
Edwin Carter	 CDC				    Cullman Area Technology Academy (CATA)
Justin Miller	 Fairview High School (FHS)		  CATA
Cody Rasco	 FMS				    FHS
Stacey Gardner	 Fairview Elementary School (FES)	 FMS
Vanessa Helms	 WPES				    Good Hope Elementary School (GHES)
Rachael Anderson	 Good Hope Primary School (GHPS)	 GHPS (new position)
Brett Johnson	 CSHS				    GHPS
Amanda Shedd	 GHPS				    GHPS (new position)
Ashley Uhrig	 GHES				    GHPS and GHES
Donna Moon	 HHS				    HHS (new position)
Christie Thomas	 Harmony				    Harmony (new position)
Daniel Weaver	 GHPS				    HP K-8
Cynthia Christiansen	 Vinemont Elementary School (VES)	 VES (new position)
Melony Griggs	 VES				    VES (new position)
Abby Williams	 PES				    VES
Cristi Easterwood	 Welti				    Welti (new position)
Bethany Dingler	 WPES				    WPES (new position)
Jessica Taylor	 WPES				    WPES (new position)
Amber Thornton	 WPES				    WPES (new position)
Sonia Eady	 West Point Intermediate School (WPS)	 WPIS
Tracey Fowler	 VES				    WPMS
Sarah Storck	 CDC				    WPMS

The following appointments, contingent on proper state certification, were approved:
Laura James	 Central Office			   Human Resource Asst.
KC Dickerson	 Cold Springs Middle School (CSMS)	 Social science teacher
Ethan Barnette	 CSHS				    Social science teacher
Brian Tidwell	 CSHS				    Maintenance/lead custodian
Heather Wilkerson	 CSHS				    English teacher
Samantha Drake	 FES				    Custodian
Martha Hunt	 FES				    Elementary teacher
Amber Kugler	 FES				    Elementary teacher
Lamanda Mapes	 FES				    Pre-K auxiliary teacher
Brittany Freeman	 FHS				    Family and consumer science teacher
Grant Howard	 FHS				    Science teacher
Mackenzie Burnett	 FMS				    Social science teacher
David Carrell	 FMS				    Social science teacher
Brant Tommie	 FMS				    Social science teacher
Rebecca McDonald	 GHPS				    Temporary teacher
Barbara Owens	 GHPS				    Reading intervention teacher
Kelley Pugh	 GHPS				    Temporary teacher 
Jamie Rockwell	 HES				    Elementary teacher
Nathan Appling	 Harmony				    Social science teacher
April Taylor	 Harmony				    Elementary teacher
Chesley Crider	 Holly Pond K-8			   School counselor
Amanda Tucker	 Parkside				    Elementary teacher
Whitney Cole	 Systemwide			   Speech language pathologist
Beth Drake	 Systemwide			   Psychometrist
Julie Smith	 Systemwide			   Psychometrist
Mildred Atchison	 VES				    Elementary teacher
Lauren Mahler	 Welti				    Special education teacher
Crystal Talley	 Welti				    Elementary teacher
Jordan Whitlock	 Welti				    Part-time counselor
Susan Lewis	 WPES				    Elementary counselor
Cynde Roberts	 WPES				    Part-time intervention teacher
Kenneth Coleman	 WPHS				    Maintenance/lead custodian
Samantha Bryson	 WPMS				    Career preparedness teacher
William Tidwell	 WPMS				    Computer science teacher	

The following substitutes were approved:
Debra Ozbolt	 Custodian

Sheila Welborn	 Teacher
Lacy Stancil	 Teacher
Elizabeth Screws	 Teacher
Joan Faulkner	 Child nutrition 
Julie Thrower	 Child nutrition 

The following long-term certified teacher substitutes were approved:
Sheila Welborn	 Teacher	
Lacy Stancil	 Teacher	
Elizabeth Screws	 Teacher	
Katharine Fuqua	 Teacher	

The following contract/salary changes were approved:
Morgan Leaann Watts	 Upgrade to master’s degree
Rebecca McKoy		  School custodian from 187 days to 197 days
Lacie Burks		  School custodian from 182 days to 197 days
Shelba Edge		  School custodian from 187 days to 197 days 
Donna Drake		  School custodian from 182 days to 197 days
Samantha Surrett		  CDC Extended School Year summer session

The following non-faculty coaches were approved:
Kinley Campbell	 CSES			   Girls basketball
Claborn Campbell	 CSES			   Girls basketball
Janna Huffstutler	 CSHS			   Cross country and track
Johnny Huffstutler	 CSHS			   Cross country and track
Charlie Parris	 CSHS			   Cross country and track
James Calvert	 CSHS			   Track
Kinley Campbell	 CSHS			   Track
Micah Means	 CSHS			   Volleyball
Jason Bryan	 FHS			   Baseball
Jason Hurt	 FHS			   Baseball
Justin Billings	 FHS			   Girls basketball
Jason Hankins	 FHS			   Cross country
Mason Black	 FHS			   Football
Jasmine Cortes	 FHS			   Girls soccer
Ashley Stanley	 FHS			   Volleyball
Katie Ball		  FHS			   Volleyball and softball
Monse Moreno	 FHS			   Cross country and track
Jeffery Lawson	 FMS			   Girls basketball
Christopher Nichols	 FMS			   Boys basketball
Paci Martin	 FMS			   Football cheer coach
Terry Smith	 FMS			   Football and basketball
Isabella McGukin	 FMS			   Volleyball
Sydney Chappell	 GHHS			   Cheerleading
Dylan Earnest	 GHHS			   Football
Richard Dillashaw	 GHHS			   Football and baseball
Skylar Tucker	 GHHS			   Softball
Timothy Tucker	 GHHS			   Softball
Lawton Farr	 GHMS			   Basketball
Brandy Low	 GHMS			   Cheerleading
Brandon Black	 GHMS			   Football
Timothy Cofer	 GHMS			   Football
Rocky Montgomery	 GHMS			   Football
Destiny Powe	 GHMS/GHHS		  Cheerleading
Samuel Jones	 GHMS/GHHS		  Football
Dakota Holloway	 HHS			   Football
Dakota Hurst	 HHS			   Football
Paul Glenon	 HMS			   Basketball
Frankie Basinger	 HMS			   Football
Christopher Steele	 HPHS			   Football
Bobby Surrett	 HPHS			   Football
Harvey Moss	 HPHS			   Football
Adrien Adams	 HPHS			   Volleyball
Mary Shaw	 HPMS			   Cheerleading
Caleb Jones	 HPMS			   Football
Michael Jones	 HPMS			   Football
Joseph Pace	 HPMS			   Football
Destry Stone	 HPMS			   Basketball
Jennifer Westall	 HPMS			   Volleyball
Ty Wilson		  HPMS/HPHS		  Football
Frank Gingrich	 VHS			   Baseball
Kevin Hale	 VHS			   Baseball
Trey McRae	 VHS			   Baseball
David Miller	 VHS			   Baseball
Garrett Boland	 VHS			   Football
William Conquest	 VHS			   Football
Lindsay Robinson	 VHS			   Girls basketball
Daniel Lee		 VHS			   Golf
Tyler Boland	 VHS			   Track
Nathan Perry	 VMS			   Baseball
Whitten Hunt	 WPHS			   Football
Cameron Bates	 WPHS			   Football/baseball
Christian Hill	 WPHS			   Volleyball
Tyler White	 WPMS			   7th grade boys basketball
Branson Smith	 WPMS			   Football

CCBOE personnel report

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Volun-
teer Donna Ruttkay of the 
Cullman County Animal 
Shelter shares this week’s 
Cullman Tribune Pet of the 
Week: Rubble.
	 Rubble is a fabulous mix 
of shepherd, Aussie and 
heeler (or healer!) who is ap-
proximately 2.5-3 years old. 
While being an unassuming 
fellow, he loves to play with 
his toys and be by someone’s 
side.
	 The tri-colored boy has 
low to medium energy and 
loves playing in the kiddie 
pool. If you live at the lake or 

near a pond, Rubble is the pet 
for you. He is well suited for 
walks on a leash, hiking and 
life as a companion or thera-
py dog.
	 Rubble’s adoption fee in-
cludes his DHLPP vaccine, 
Bordetella vaccines, rabies 
vaccine, wormer, general 
exam at the vet and micro-
chip. 
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448 or cullman-
countyanimalshelter@gmail.
com  or visit the shelter at 935 
Convent Road NE.  
	 We are delighted to report 
that former Pets of the Week, 
Edith and Trouble, have been 
matched with loving homes.

Rubble (from Front)

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Commis-
sion recently voted in favor of 
a sanitation rate increase to 
go into effect Oct. 1. 
	 Residential service rates 
will increase $3 a month from 
$12.01 to $15.01. Exempted 
from the 75 cents a week in-
crease will be seniors, age 65 
and older, whose rates will 
remain the same, at $7.82 a 
month. Senior rates are avail-
able by calling the sanitation 
department at 256-287-1142. 
The cost for additional cans 
will remain the same at $7 
per month.
	 This is the first increase 
in sanitation rates for the 
county in 10 years and was 
cited as necessary due to the 
department losing money 
every year, according to 
Cullman County Sanitation 

Department Director Larry 
Rollo.
	 “What we need to do is we 
just need to get on the CPI 
schedule, the consumer price 
index, which would give us an 
increase every year and then 
we don’t have to go every 10 
years and go up as much at 
one time,” he said. 
	 The CPI is a statistical 
measurement monitoring 
the cost of living by tracking 
the average change in price 
consumers pay for a sample 
of goods and services. 
	 After Rollo’s statements 
to the commission, a motion 
was made and then second-
ed by Commissioner Garry 
Marchman, who said, “You’re 
right, Rollo. We’re operating 
at a deficit and that’s the key 
to all of this.
	 “We’re operating in the 
hole right now, and we’ve got 
to go up on rates just to level 
out.”

Rates (from Front)

Annual meeting packets with 
registration card and ballot have been 

mailed to all Cullman EC members.

Register and vote by mail for a chance Register and vote by mail for a chance 
to win a bill credit worth up to $500!to win a bill credit worth up to $500!  **

*Winners do not have to be present at 
time of drawing; bill credit prizes will be 

five $100, four $250 and one $500.

Mark your calendar & make plans to attend!

Sept. 17th @ Northbrook Church
(Registration & events:  8-11 a.m. with business meeting to follow)

•  Free hot dogs, popcorn & drinks  •  •  Free hot dogs, popcorn & drinks  •  Kids’ games & rides  Kids’ games & rides  
•  •  Live music  •  Live music  •  Free health fairFree health fair  •    •  Lineman photo booth  Lineman photo booth  

• NEW - Spark Talks: 8 thought-provoking speakers• NEW - Spark Talks: 8 thought-provoking speakers



7THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
AUGUST 23, 2022 COMMUNITY MATTERS
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Obituary Announcements: Aug. 20-22
Gary Steven Calloway, 62
Gary Steven Calloway, 
62 of Crane Hill, entered 
into rest Sunday, Aug. 21, 
2022, at his residence. 
Gary was born Nov. 22, 
1959, in Jasper, Alabama 
to Hubert Calloway and 
Glenda Smith Calloway. 
He was a workaholic who 
loved his family, especially 
his grandchildren. He 
was a good husband, 
daddy, and the best Pop 
to his grandchildren. 
He was a great friend. 
Funeral services will be 
held Tuesday, Aug. 23, 
2022, at 11 a.m. in the 
chapel of Nichols Funeral 
Home Addison with Joel 
Morrison officiating. 
Interment will follow 
in Flat Rock Methodist 
Church Cemetery. 
Gary is survived by his 
wife: Melissa Calloway; 
son: Kasey Calloway; 
daughter: Kandice 
Sanford and husband 
Ryan; grandchildren: Jase 
Calloway, Jaylee Calloway, 
Kole Sanford, and Harlee 
Sanford; sisters: Linda 
Morrison and husband 
Joel, Gloria Harbison and 
husband Carl, Carolyn 
Waters and husband Lewis, 
and Peggy Holderfield; and 
brothers: Carl Calloway 
and companion Karen, 
and Richard Calloway 
and wife Sharon. He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents: Hubert Calloway 
and Glenda Calloway.

Jennifer Hall Stewart, 47
Jennifer Hall Stewart, 
age 47 of Hayden, passed 
away Saturday, Aug. 20, 
2022. She was born in 
Birmingham, Alabama 
on Dec. 4, 1974, to Jeff 
and Glenda Graves Hall. 
Jennifer was a member 
of Crossroads Baptist 
Church in Hayden; she 
worked at U.A.B. School 
of Health Profession as 
the Executive Director of 
Administrative Operation 
for 23 years; she loved 
to travel with her family 
and friends; work in her 
flower beds; was a loving 
wife, mother, daughter 
and friend. Jennifer is 
survived by her husband: 
Chuck Stewart; children: 
Kaitlyn Thompson, 
Trent Thompson, 
Lauren Stewart, Dakota 
(Miranda) Stewart and 
Houston (Kayla) Stewart; 
grandchild: River Stinson; 

father: Jeff (Kim) Hall; 
mother: Glenda (Bobby) 
Criddle; brother: Jason 
Hall. Funeral services 
will be held Wednesday, 
Aug. 24, 2022, at 2 p.m. 
at Crossroads Baptist 
Church in Hayden with 
Pastor Michael Jones and 
Brother Tim Blackmon 
officiating. Burial will 
follow in Sulphur Springs 
Cemetery near Rickwood 
Caverns. The family will 
receive friends from 6-8 
p.m. on Tuesday evening 
at Crossroads Baptist 
Church in Hayden. Mrs. 
Stewart will lie in state at 
the church on Wednesday 
from 1 p.m. until the 
time of service. Serving 
as pallbearers will be 
Dakota Stewart, Houston 
Stewart, Trent Thompson, 
Justin Hall, Kane Leggett, 
Matthew Statham, Brody 
Kelly and Chase Helms. 
Hanceville Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Stewart Family.

Savannah Dawn 
Hamilton, 25
Graveside Service for 
Savannah Dawn Hamilton, 
age 25, of Cullman, will 
be at 1 p.m. on Thursday, 
Aug. 25, 2022, at Fergason 
Cemetery with Chad Green 
officiating. Visitation 
will be from 6-8 p.m. 
on Wednesday, Aug. 24, 
2022, at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
Ms. Hamilton passed away 
Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022. 
She was born April 28, 1997, 
to Steven Lance Hamilton 
and Melissa Nobinger. 
She was preceded in death 
by her father: Steven 
Lance Hamilton; brother: 
Tanner Hamilton; and 
grandparents: James and 
Betty Mayfield. Survivors 
include her mother: 
Melissa Nobinger; dad: 
Jeff Nobinger; brother: 
Alex (Brooke) Hamilton; 
sisters: Natasha Barker, 
Georgia Nobinger, 
Megan Hamilton, and 
Hannah Hamilton; seven 
nieces and nephews; 
grandmother: Phyllis 
Hamilton; life-long best 
friend: Hayley Green; 
and beloved dog: Tyson.

Rhonda Louise 
Aderhold, 82
Funeral service for Rhonda 
Louise Aderhold, 82, of 

Cullman will be at 2 p.m., 
Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2022, 
at Seventh Street Baptist 
Church with interment in 
Cullman City Cemetery, 
Rev. Eric Martin 
officiating.  The body will 
lie in state at the church 
on Wednesday from 1 p.m. 
until 2 p.m.  The family will 
receive friends on Tuesday 
evening at Cullman 
Funeral Home from 5-7 
p.m. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the Aderhold family.  Mrs. 
Aderhold passed away 
Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022, 
at Cullman Regional 
Hospital.  She was born 
Sept. 19, 1939, to Roy & 
Thelma Brown Westbrook.  
She was a member of 
Seventh Street Baptist 
Church since 1959 where 
she taught Sunday school 
for many years.  She loved 
to travel after retirement 
and her primary hobby was 
spending time with her 
family. She was preceded 
in death by her parents; her 
husband: Harlin Aderhold; 
and a brother-in-law: Ed 
Kreps. Survivors include 
her son: Mark (Melissa) 
Aderhold; daughters: 
Cindy (Dwayne) Aaron, 
Jennifer (Neal) Gooch; 
sisters: Lynelle (James) 
Braswell, Beverly Kreps; 
grandchildren: Courtney 
(Shane) Wilson, Kristen 
(Corey) Edge, Justin 
(Danielle) Aaron, Rebecca 
(Hunter) Riddlesperger, 
Dawson Gooch, Hudson 
Gooch, Jonathan Gooch, 
Haddon Gooch, Sbu Nkosi; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Arlyn Wilson, Caden 
Edge, Tenley Edge, Sophia 
Aaron, Savannah Aaron, 
David Riddlesperger, 
Sawyer Riddlesperger, 
Emma Riddlesperger; 
family and friends. In lieu 
of flowers, please consider 
making donations to 
WMU Missions Ministry 
of Seventh Street Baptist 
Church or Seventh Street 
Baptist Kitchen Remodel 
Fund.  Pallbearers will 
be grandsons: Shane 
Wilson, Corey Edge, 
Justin Aaron, Hunter 
Riddlesperger, Dawson 
Gooch, Hudson Gooch 
and Jonathan Gooch.

Charles Edward 
Ridgeway, 76
Charles Edward Ridgeway, 
76 of Alabaster, entered 
into rest Friday, Aug. 

19, 2022, at his home 
surrounded by his loving 
family. Charles was born 
July 21, 1946, in Griffin, 
Georgia to Bennett 
Ellington Ridgeway 
and Evelyn Vann Price 
Ridgeway. He proudly 
served his country for five 
years in the United States 
Marine Corps.   Visitation 
will be held Saturday, Aug. 
27, 2022, from 2-3 p.m. 
at Nichols Funeral Home 
in Double Springs, where 
services will be held at 
3p.m. Keith Brasher will 
officiate. Burial will be 
in Rock Creek Baptist 
Church Cemetery. 
Charles is survived 
by his wife: Barbara 
Ridgeway; children: 
Michael Agee, and Allison 
Holmes; grandchildren: 
Nicholas and Michael 
Brennan, and Brittany 
Zach and Elizabeth 
Agee. He was preceded 
in death by his parents.

Tharron Mark Posey, 64
Tharron Mark Posey 
passed away at his 
residence, Friday, Aug. 
19, 2022. He will have 
a graveside service 
Tuesday, Aug. 23, 2022, at 
1 p.m. at Emeus Cemetery 
in Logan, Alabama.

Ellen Drake, 88
Ellen Drake, age 88, of 
Vinemont, Alabama 
passed away Friday, Aug. 19, 
2022. Ellen was born Feb. 
20, 1934. Funeral Services 
will be held Saturday, Aug. 
27, 2022, at 2 p.m. at The 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, 920 
St. Joseph Drive NW, 
Cullman, Alabama. The 
family will receive friends 
Saturday from noon – 2 
p.m. Interment will follow 
at Flint Creek Cemetery, 
Vinemont, Alabama.

James Allen Holloway, 72
James Allen Holloway, 
age 72, of Cullman, 
Alabama passed away at 
his residence on Friday, 
Aug. 19, 2022. James was 
born Aug. 23, 1949. He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents: James 
W. Holloway and Betty 
Sims Holloway; brother: 
Tommy Holloway; sister: 
Judy Mayer. He is survived 
by his wife of 50 years: 
Kathy White Holloway; 
his son: Allen (Gretchen) 
Holloway, daughters: Beth 

Holloway, Emily (Chad) 
Hurst, and Katie (Jody) 
McCluskey; grandsons: 
Brody Holloway and 
Phoenix Hurst; brother: 
David (Donna) Holloway; 
sisters: Diane (Mitchell) 
Stevens, Debbie Calhoun, 
and Mary (Vic) Wilkins 
and sister-in-law: Perry 
Gail Holloway; along with 
a host of nieces, nephews, 
extended family and 
friends. A celebration of 
life visitation for James 
will be held Sunday, Aug. 
21, 2022, from 6-8 p.m. A 
celebration of life funeral 
service will occur Monday, 
Aug. 22, 2022, at 11 a.m. 
An interment will occur 
at Emeus Cemetery, 
Cullman, AL 35057.

M i t c h e l l 
Gregory Pope, 63
Funeral Service for 
Mitchell Gregory Pope, 
63, of Crane Hill, will be at 
noon on Wednesday, Aug. 
24, 2022, at Moss Service 
Funeral Home, Cullman, 
Alabama, with Pastor 
Jerry Lawson of Daystar 
Church officiating; 
interment in Forest Grove 
Cemetery, Pleasant Grove, 
Alabama. Visitation will 
be from 11 a.m. to noon on 
Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2022, 
at Moss Service Funeral 
Home. Mr. Pope passed 
away Saturday, Aug. 
20, 2022, at Hanceville 
Nursing and Rehab. He 
was born May 21, 1959. 
He was a huge Alabama 
fan who enjoyed the 
Lake Life and talking on 
the CB radio. Survivors 
include his parents: 
Tom and Betty Pope; 
brothers: Mike (Kathy) 
Pope and Jeff (Stephanie) 
Pope; along with a host 
of nieces and nephews.

Bonnie Faye Self, 88
Bonnie Faye Self, 88, of 
New Hope passed away 
Saturday, Aug. 20, 2022, 
at her residence. She 
was born Nov. 9, 1933, 
to Robert Knighten and 
Cebell West Knighten. 
Funeral services will be 
Monday, Aug. 22, 2022, 
at 2 p.m. at Moss Service 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
The family will receive 
friends on Monday from 
noon to 2 p.m. Burial will 
follow in Welti Cemetery. 
She was preceded in death 
by her son: Bobby Smith; 
and daughter: Deborah 

Gray. She is survived 
by daughter: Arlita 
Pennington (Eugene); 
son-in-law: Donald Gray; 
daughter-in-law: Patricia 
Smith; grandchildren: 
Brandon Smith, Shawn 
Smith, Donny Gray, Kim 
Lemley, Yancey Smith, 
April Hall, Heather 
Dewberry, Derek Gray 
and Dustin Gray; great 
grandchildren: Kenedey, 
Dalton, Ben, Chrissi, 
Chloe, Austin, Mac, 
Payton, Ivie Grace, Lily, 
Kayden, Zeb, Anna, Olivia, 
Ruthie, Aiden, Dustin, 
Matilda and Vandy.

Athel David 
Alexander, 84
Funeral service for Athel 
David Alexander, 84, of 
Cullman was at 1 p.m., 
Monday, Aug. 22, 2022, 
at Valley Springs Baptist 
Church with interment in 
the adjoining cemetery. 
Rev. Tim Box and Rev. 
Junior Garmon officiated. 
The family received friends 
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the 
church. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to serve 
the Alexander family. Mr. 
Alexander passed away 
Friday, Aug. 19, 2022, at 
his residence. He was born 
July 8, 1938, to Abner and 
Josie Mae Hall Alexander.  
He was a member of 
Valley Springs Baptist 
Church. He loved telling 
stories about growing up 
at Brushy Pond, hauling 
coal and working on the 
farm. He loved his family, 
friends, community and 
church. Mr. Alexander 
was preceded in death 
by his father: Abner 
Alexander; mother: Josie 
Mae Hall Alexander 
Dixon; sisters: Novel 
Livingston, Ivor Tolbert, 
Rosa Lee Alexander, 
Tressie Ege; brothers: 
Calvin, Alvin, Albert and 
James Alexander; son-
in-law: Gene Norman. 
Survivors include his wife: 
Marie Alexander; son: 
Kraig (Debbie) Alexander; 
daughters: Kathy 
Alexander, Karen Norman, 
Kallen Hulsey (David); 
grandchildren: Timothy 
Jackson, Dustin Jackson 
(Crystal), Stefan Hulsey 
(Elena), Tristan Hulsey 
(Mackenzie), Madison 
Norman, Sam Norman; 
two great-grandchildren: 
Ryver Jackson, Aleiah 
Bullard; family and friends.

a dispensing site. There are 
67 counties, so not everyone 
is going to have a site. You 
may recall that the (Cullman) 
County Commission passed a 
resolution to this exact same 
effect last month. The checks 
and balances that the AMCC 
has in place are very strin-
gent in every phase, from 
planting, to cultivating, to 
processing, to dispensing – 
all of which will occur only in 
Alabama. This ordinance will 
allow for the dispensing site 
portion, if the AMCC grants 
the City an ability to host one 
and a potential licensee then 
chooses. These are essen-
tially pharmacy-like entities 
that will sell the ‘doctor-pre-
scribed’ cannabis to the valid 
card/ID holder who is listed 
in the statewide patient reg-
istry system/database. Our 
zoning ordinance will also 
require amending since this 
is new category of non-resi-
dential use which we did not 
previously foresee.
	 “It is like President 
Trump pointed out a few 
years back – there is the 
harsh reality of the pain and 
suffering that many Amer-
icans go through who face 
daunting medical issues such 
as terminal diseases, PTSD, 
Parkinson’s, etc. Through 
extensive research, medical 
cannabis has been shown to 
bring comfort and a better 
quality of life to those who 
are suffering both physically 
and/or mentally from these 
medical issues. This will also 

be a benefit to their caregiv-
ers and loved ones.
	 “There may be a ‘Wood-
stock’ misconception of this 
Act and medical cannabis in 
general, but it is exactly just 
that – medical, not recre-
ational, and it is prohibited 
in raw plant form, prohibited 
in a form that can be smoked 
or vaped and prohibited in 
a food product form. This is 
just simply the first step re-
quired by the AMCC and the 
State. This is an opportunity.”
	 Wagon Trail Hemp Farm, 
located in Cullman County, 
will be applying for a license 
to be one of Alabama’s five 
integrated medial cannabis 
facilities.
	 The AMCC will begin ac-
cepting applications on Sept. 
1. Joey Robertson of Wagon 
Trail plans for at least 30 
employees at his facility in 
addition to using off-duty law 
enforcement to provide secu-
rity on the farm.
	 Alabama Act 2021-450 
reads: “Notwithstanding 
any other provision of this 
chapter to the contrary, the 
commission shall not permit 
a dispensary to operate a 
dispensing site in any mu-
nicipality or unincorporated 
area of a county unless the 
municipality or county has 
authorized the operation 
of dispensing sites within 
its boundaries, as provided 
in subdivision. Any county 
commission, by resolution, 
may authorize the operation 
of dispensing sites in the 

unincorporated areas of the 
county, and the governing 
body of any municipality, by 
ordinance, may authorize the 
operation of dispensing sites 
within the corporate limits of 
the municipality. The county 
commission or municipal 
governing body shall notify 
the commission not more 
than seven calendar days 
after adopting the resolution 
or ordinance. This subsection 
does not prohibit a munici-
pality from adopting zoning 
ordinances restricting the 
operation of dispensing sites 
within its corporate limits.”
	 The sale of raw plant ma-
terials, materials that can be 
vaped or smoked and edible 
products will be prohibited.

The following items will be 
sold:

•	 Oral tablets, capsules and 
tinctures

•	 cubes (non-sugar coated) 
and lozenges

•	 Oil, gel, cream and topical 
preparations

•	 Suppositories

•	 Transdermal patches

•	 Nebulizers

•	 Liquid or oil for inhaler 
use

Medical conditions that 

qualify a person to use 
medical cannabis include:

•	 Autism Spectrum Disor-
der

•	 Cancer-related weight 
loss, nausea and vomiting 
and cachexia

•	 Crohn’s Disease

•	 Depression

•	 Epilepsy or seizure-in-
ducing conditions

•	 HIV/AIDS-related weight 
loss and nausea

•	 Panic Disorder

•	 Parkinson’s Disease

•	 Persistent nausea

•	 Post-traumatic stress dis-
order (PTSD)

•	 Sickle Cell Anemia

•	 Spasticity related to Mul-
tiple Sclerosis or spinal cord 
injuries

•	 Terminal illnesses

•	 Tourette’s Syndrome

•	 Chronic pain

A request by Blue Moon Bot-
tles and Can, LLC for a new 
alcohol package store to be 
located at 1108 Fourth St. SW 
was approved considering a 

favorable review for licensing 
by the City of Cullman Alco-
hol Review Committee. 
	 City Sanitation Superin-
tendent Sam Dillender visit-
ed Montgomery along with 
Councilman Johnny Cook to 
receive a check in the amount 
of $154,000 from ADEM. The 
check was the outcome of 
Dillender’s diligent work on 
a grant for a new cardboard 
recycling facility in Cullman. 
	 Council President Jenny 
Folsom announced that the 
state’s unemployment report 
for the month of June has 
been released. Cullman was 
tied for the second lowest un-
employment rate in the state 
at 2.6%.
 

The following requests 
were approved:
•	 A special event request 
from Kelly Pulliam of Cull-
man Parks, Recreation & 
Sports Tourism to hold the 
annual Oktoberfest from 
Sept. 29-Oct. 1, 2022
•	 A special event request 
from Pulliam to hold the 
annual Oktoberfest 5K and 
10K runs starting at the Fes-
thalle on Oct. 1, 2022, starting 
at 8 a.m.
•	 In other business, the fol-
lowing measures passed:
•	 To enter into an agree-
ment with Anderson Wil-
liams McKinnis to adminis-
ter the Employee Cafeteria 
Plan
•	 To increase the capital 
asset threshold for deprecia-

tion to $20,000
•	 To enter into an agree-
ment with Byars Wright for 
various insurance coverages 
for City employees
•	 To extend the annual bid 
for hot and cold mix with 
Wiregrass Construction Co. 
for one year with no price in-
crease
•	 To extend the annual bid 
to lay hot mix with Wiregrass 
Construction Co. for one year 
with no price increase
•	 To amend the Cullman 
City Council Meeting Sched-
ule to move the meeting 
scheduled on Monday, Sept. 
26 to Friday, Sept. 30 at noon.
•	 To submit a grant applica-
tion with Bridge Investment 
Program for St. Bernard 
Bridge replacement and U.S. 
Highway 278 widening
•	 To support the Complete 
Streets Standards which is 
necessary for grant applica-
tion safety standards
•	 To vacate and surplus 
property located at 1015 
Sheraton Road S.W. owned by 
the City of Cullman
•	 To recommend the 
amendment of the defini-
tions of the Cullman zoning 
ordinance which will be sent 
to the Cullman Planning 
Commission
•	 An added resolution by 
Councilman Brad Smith to 
add a city dispatcher position

 
The next council meeting will 
be Monday, Sept. 12 at 7 p.m. 
at City Hall.

Opportunity (from Front)
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Bill Smith Used CarsBill Smith Used Cars
2014 KIA 
SORENTO

$285 MO./WAC
STK#1338A

2013 FORD 
EXPLORER

$315 MO./WAC
STK#1357B

2014 FORD
EDGE

$285 MO./WAC
STK#28962A

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1915 SECOND AVE. NW
CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-735-2898

2016 JEEP 
COMPASS

$315 MO./WAC
STK#01435

2018 KIA
OPTIMA

$333 MO./WAC

2016 KIA
SOUL

$315 MO./WAC
STK#28747D STK#01444

$397 MO./WAC
STK#01393

$397 MO./WAC
STK#01411A

2012 CHEVY 
SILVERADO

$385 MO./WAC
STK#01439

2015 SUBARU 
CROSSTREK

$397 MO./WAC
STK#28603B

$397 MO./WAC
STK#28694A

2018 FORD 
ECOSPORT

2016 DODGE 
JOURNEY

$333 MO./WAC
STK#01426

$350 MO./WAC
STK#21434A

2016 KIA
FORTE

$367 MO./WAC
STK#28836A

$385 MO./WAC
STK#01424

2015 FORD
ESCAPE

2014 CHEVROLET 
TAHOE

$385 MO./WAC
STK#01433

2017 HYUNDAI 
ELANTRA

2015 SUBARU 
FORESTER

2016 BUICK 
CASCADA

BUDGET FRIENDLY - DON’T BREAK THE BANK - SIGN AND DONE 
WITH APPROVED CREDIT - TAX, TITLE AND LICENSE DOWN

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS

Alabama Senior Citizens Hall 
of Fame inducts Class of 2022
Kathie Blaze Capps
Contributor

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — An out-
standing group of senior adults 
was honored Sunday, Aug. 21, 
2022, with induction into the 
Alabama Senior Citizens Hall 
of Fame during a ceremony in 
Montgomery. In addition to the 10 
permanent inductees into the Hall 
of Fame, other seniors were recog-
nized for contributions and service 
to their communities.
	 The 2022 Senior Citizens Hall 
of Fame inductees are: Johnny 
Crear, Selma; Ann P. Gordon, 
Atmore; James Harris, Wedowee; 
Gwendolyn Howard, Gordon; 
Albert Kirkland, Dothan; Mal De-
wayne McGhee, Atmore; Andrew 
Michael Onderdonk, Chatom; 
Colonel Shirley Rogers, Tuskegee; 
Dr. David Thrasher, Montgomery; 
and George Anthony Yarbrough, 
Prattville. 
	 Special awards were presented 
to 19 senior citizens for outstand-
ing service in other categories, 
including Lifetime Achievement, 
Community Service, Military, 
Religion, Government and Volun-
teerism.
	 Twenty-two couples who have 
been married 65 years or more, 
and 22 individuals who are 100 
years old or older, were also recog-
nized during the program.
	 “This is the one major event 
in Alabama each year where indi-
viduals are formally honored and 
recognized for their selfless ad-
vocacy and dedication to serving 

older adults in their community,” 
said Jean Brown, commissioner 
of the Alabama Department of 
Senior Services. “We are proud to 
celebrate the achievements of the 
Alabamians selected for the Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame awards.”
	 Those honored in the Hall of 
Fame ceremony were nominated 
by members of their community 
and chosen by the Senior Citizens 
Hall of Fame Selection Commit-
tee. The Hall of Fame was created 
by the Alabama Legislature in 
1983 to honor and recognize Al-
abamians aged 60 and older for 
their outstanding contributions to 
the lives of older Americans. 
	 Visit AlabamaAgeline.gov for 
more information on the Senior 
Citizens Hall of Fame or the Ala-
bama Department of Senior Ser-
vices.
	 A complete list of this year’s 
Hall of Fame honorees is below.
 

ALABAMA SENIOR CITI-
ZENS HALL OF FAME 2022 

Permanent Membership  Class of 
2022
•	 Johnny Crear, Selma
•	 Ann P. Gordon, Atmore
•	 James Harris, Wedowee
•	 Gwendolyn Howard, Gordon
•	 Albert Kirkland, Dothan
•	 Mal Dewayne McGhee, 
Atmore
•	 Andrew Michael Onderdonk, 
Chatom
•	 Colonel Shirley Rogers, Tus-
kegee
•	 Dr. David Thrasher, Mont-
gomery

•	 George Anthony Yarbrough, 
Prattville

Lifetime Achievement
•	 Dr. Tom and Jeanie Glynn, 
Huntsville
•	 Judy P. Lockhart, Auburn
•	 Edward Nettles, Montgomery
•	 Harold White, Tuskegee Insti-
tute

Community Service Award
•	 Gloria Crosby, Georgiana
•	 Shirley Eiland, Selma
•	 Barbara Gibson Johnson, 
Mobile
•	 Tommie L. Swanson O’Neal, 
Union Springs
•	 Valerie Price Reubin, Minter
•	 Jimmie L. Rogers, Tuskegee
Area Agency on Aging (AAA) 
Award
•	 Jeanette Alexander, Tuskegee 
Institute
•	 Martha Smith, Moundville
•	 Marjorie Spence, Moundville

Government Award
•	 Dr. Willie Kirk, Jr., Tuskegee

Journalism Award
•	 Noah Hopkins, Tuskegee

Military Award
•	 John E. Newton, Dothan

Religion Award
•	 Mary Turner, Warrior

RSVP Award
•	 Mary L. Harris, Tuskegee




