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Meet Melody 
Camp, Holly Pond’s 

dutiful librarian

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Melody Camp has been the librarian at the Guy Hunt Library and 
Museum in Holly Pond since it opened in 2012.

Infusion Wellness & Spa offering 
IV therapy in Cullman » PAGE 10

CULLMAN, Ala. — This 
week, the Cullman County 
Board of Education (CCBOE) 
received its first quarterly 
disbursement of the Simpli-
fied Sellers Use Tax (SSUT) 
in the amount of $166,586, 
which is earmarked for 

school facilities, safety and 
security upgrades.
 The SSUT became re-
quired for many online sellers 
located outside of Alabama 
on Jan. 1, 2019. At a Cullman 
County Commission meeting 
on May 17, 2022, the commis-
sion and the CCBOE agreed 
on a revenue-sharing agree-
ment for the online tax. The 

agreement denoted 30% of 
the SSUT to go to the county 
school system.
 A statement from the 
Cullman County Commis-
sion reads, “Chairman Clem-
ons along with the Cullman 
County Commission are 
proud to work with the Board 
of Education to promote a 
better opportu-

1st distribution of online sales tax 
benefits Cullman County Schools
Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

HOLLY POND, Ala. — 
Melody Camp has been 
the librarian at the Holly 
Pond Guy Hunt Library and 
Museum since it was estab-
lished in 2012. She has been 
the only employee of the li-
brary for several years. She 
holds kids’ reading programs 
every Tuesday morning and 
invents new crafts for the 
group each week. 
 “I love helping people 
and being around people,” 
she said. “Working with the 
children is always a joy. I love 

planning the crafts for the 
children’s programs.”
 Camp welcomes people 
to utilize the library for any 
printing needs or internet 
access. Anyone is welcome to 
use the internet regardless of 
whether or not they have a li-
brary card. Library cards are 
free to all in Cullman County. 
 “Some people still do not 
have the internet at home. 
Some of my older patrons 
need help with all kinds of 
things - things you don’t 
think about,” said Camp, who 
shared that many of her pa-
trons do not own computers 
or cell phones. She assists 

some residents by helping 
them fill out their online pa-
tient portals through their 
doctor’s offices so that they 
can keep their medical ap-
pointments. “They don’t have 
family; they don’t have kids, 
so what are they supposed to 
do?” 
 The Friends of the Public 
Libraries of Cullman County 
recently held a contest on 
Facebook asking readers to 
nominate their favorite li-
brarian. Camp was named in 
the comments the most times 
from those who recognized 
how diligently she runs her 
library, securing 

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Get live scoring updates every 
Friday at CullmanScoreboard.com.

CULLMAN 53 - 13 L. HUNTSVILLE 

ARAB 28 - 7 SCOTTSBORO

FAIRVIEW 50 - 7 WEST POINT

ETOWAH 35 - 6 GOOD HOPE

CHEROKEE CO. 49 - 15 HANCEVILLE

SUSAN MOORE 29 - 22 VINEMONT

SOUTHEASTERN 57 - 53 H. POND

L. FORK 27 - 6 COLD SPRINGS

ADDISON 69 - 0 WATERLOO

MEEK 40 - 6 PHILLIPS

ALL GAMES COVERED INSIDE

HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

Left to right are Cullman County Schools Chief School 
Financial Officer Ed Roberson, Superintendent Dr. Shane 
Barnette, Cullman County Commission Chairman Jeff 
Clemons and Cullman County Administrator John Bullard.
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Cullman school bus in head-
on crash: Driver injured, 
no students on board » PAGE 5
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Fairview dominates 
Brandin’ Iron Bowl 50-7

Fairview running back Eli Frost (3) posted 209 yards 
and four touchdowns in the Aggies’ 50-7 
win over West Point Friday night.

BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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‘Junie B. Jones the Musical 
Jr.’ set for Sept. 29-30

CCBOE honors poster 
winner, approves budget » PAGE 12
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Cullman’s harbinger of 
autumn: The hay people

AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Crystal Curington, Megan Teague, Brian Kirk, Nancy Clemmons Moore and Bridget Sears pose 
in front of the hay people at U.S. Highway 278 and U.S. Highway 31 on Monday, Sept. 19.

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cull-
man Electric Cooperative 
members participated in its 
86th annual meeting on Sat-
urday at Northbrook Baptist 
Church, enjoying free en-
tertainment by the Cotton 
Pickin’ Kids and the Avenue 

G Band, hot dogs served by 
the Fairview High School 
Band Boosters, inflatables, 
a health fair, presentations, 
and, most importantly, voting 
for the only contested posi-
tion on the board of trustees.
	 While three positions on 
the board were on the ballot, 
two were uncontested. Sheila 
Sizemore, representing Dis-

trict 2, and James Fields Jr., 
representing District 3, ran 
unopposed. All terms are for 
three years.
	 Sizemore retired last year 
from Peoples Bank after a 30-
year career in banking and 
has been an active member 
of the Kiwanis Club for 30 
years. Earning degrees from 
Wallace State 

Electric Co-op holds 86th annual 
meeting; no changes to board of trustees
Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — The first 
sign of Oktoberfest was seen 
in Cullman Monday, as the 
hay people made their return 
to various locations around 
town including the intersec-
tion of U.S. Highways 278 and 
31, Goat Island Brewing and 
Depot Park. 
	 The hay people were 
brought to life by Cullman’s 

Philip and Pat Clemmons, 
beloved community mem-
bers and former posthumous 
burgermeisters.
	 Inspirated during a trip to 
Germany in 1999 where the 
Clemmonses saw their first 
hay people, the couple made 
their own incarnation of the 
hay-stuffed favorites soon 
thereafter. 
	 The couple tragically 
passed in 2008 but their tra-
dition has been carried on by 

their daughter, Nancy Clem-
mons Moore, and other mem-
bers of the community. Duti-
fully hauling the three bales 
of hay needed for each hay 
person, dressing one in leder-
hosen and hat and the other 
in a dirndl and braids, Moore 
and her helpers brought the 
Cullman tradition back on 
Monday, again assembling 
the community favorites and 
keeping her parents’ memory 
alive and well.

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

Cullman Electric Cooperative members and their 
families enjoy the 86th annual meeting at Northbrook 
Baptist Church on Saturday, Sept. 17.
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For the community: Chambers 
holds 2nd annual fall festival

A “chicken” (Christal Cook) entertains children at 
the Chambers Farm and Garden Supply 
fall festival Saturday, Sept. 17.

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 8

Sportsman Lake countywide 
yard sale a success 

Shoppers search for good deals at the Sportsman Lake 
countywide yard sale Saturday, Sept. 18.

AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Sept. 19
Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Sept. 19, 2022. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty. 

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
Sept. 15
•	 domestic violence; Hwy 
231
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia; Hwy 31
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substances, illegal 
possession of prescription 
drugs; Co. Rd. 109
•	 theft of property; Hwy 91
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 939
•	 theft of property; Hwy 69 
S
•	 trespassing, criminal mis-
chief, harassment; Co. Rd. 
1718
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 1196
•	 trespassing; Hwy 278 W
•	 theft of property; Co. Rd. 
747
•	 assault, criminal mis-
chief; Co. Rd. 1435
•	 unlawful possession of 
marijuana; High School Rd.
•	 trespassing; Co. Rd. 1600

Sept. 16
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia, attempt-
ing to elude law enforcement; 
Hwy 157
•	 assault; Beech Ave. S.E.
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; Co. 
Rd. 148
•	 burglary; Co. Rd. 469
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substances; I-65 
NB MM 317

Sept. 17
•	 discharging firearm into 
unoccupied vehicle; Co. Rd. 
768
•	 assault; Co. Rd. 1482
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 1223
•	 assault; Hwy 278 E
•	 domestic violence; Co. 
Rd. 463

•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia, attempt-
ing to elude law enforcement; 
Co. Rd. 310
•	 unlawful possession of 
dangerous drugs; I-65 SB 
MM 308
•	 unlawful possession of 
dangerous drugs; Hwy 69 N

Sept. 18
•	 unlawful possession of 
drug paraphernalia; Hwy 31
•	 unlawful possession of 
controlled substances; Co. 
Rd. 715
•	 domestic violence; Day 
Gap Rd.

ARRESTS
Sept. 15
Ballenger, Robert R; 47
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA-no plainly visible tag

Boone, Bobby W; 39
•	 FTA-driving while license 
suspended
•	 FTA-failure to register 
vehicle
•	 FTA-no seat belt
•	 FTA-operating vehicle 
without insurance

Boone, Dustin L; 33
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended, revoked or cancelled

Chambers, Tiffany C; 32
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 resisting arrest
•	 obstructing governmen-
tal operations
•	 FTA-running red light

Ferguson, Donna M; 52
•	 illegal possession of pre-
scription drugs
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine

Graham, Colton D; 22
•	 negotiating worthless in-
strument

Llovera, Rafael; 52
•	 public intoxication

Marks, Jordan A; 26
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of dan-
gerous drugs

McCombs, Blake H; 28
•	 public intoxication

Pullen-Clapper, Michael D; 
31
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of mari-
juana

Richards, James H; 35
•	 FTA-burglary-non-resi-
dence-force
•	 FTA-burglary-non-resi-
dence-no force
•	 F T A - b u r g l a r y - r e s i -
dence-no force
•	 FTA-receiving stolen ve-
hicle

Stallings, Alyssa M; 24
•	 F T A - a s s a u l t - d o m e s -
tic-harassment-family (2 
counts)
•	 FTA-possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA-attempting to elude 
police officer
•	 FTA-resisting arrest
•	 FTA-obstructing govern-
mental operations
•	 FTA-public intoxication

Thomas, Tammy W; 51
•	 FTA-using false name/
identity
•	 FTA-public intoxication 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA-criminal trespassing 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA-unauthorized use of 
auto

Turner, Vada M; 20
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family

Sept. 16
Armstrong, Jessica L; 41
•	 Probation violation-pos-
session of dangerous drugs

Baudier, Brian K; 50
•	 driving under the influ-
ence (alcohol)

Davis, Edward J; 37
•	 GJ-unlawful breaking 
and entering a vehicle

Davis, Michael C; 33
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family

England, Garnett C; 41
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

•	 improper lane usage

Goodno, Nathaniel S; 37
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Handley, Brandon G; 18
•	 public intoxication

Handley, Matthew G; 40
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-possession of mari-
juana
•	 FTA-possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Hardin, Baylee C; 18
•	 minor consume alcohol
•	 public intoxication

Hood, William M; 59
•	 FTA-refusal to display in-
surance

Jones, Kelly M; 34
•	 FTA-possessing forged 
instrument
•	 FTA-larceny/theft
•	 FTA-criminal trespassing

Morgenroth, Kai L; 33
•	 possession of heroin
•	 improper lane usage

Oden, Christle P; 33
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
harassment-family

Overton, Johnny L; 57
•	 FTA-possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense (3 
counts)
•	 FTA-possession of dan-
gerous drugs (3 counts)

Pearce, Troy E; 33
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Pendergraft, Unique N; 30
•	 F T A - a s s a u l t - d o m e s -
tic-harassment-family

Preston, Daryl W; 37
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 attempting to elude police 
officer

Smith, Jeffery W; 33
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended, revoked or cancelled

Welch, Randy W; 43
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine

Yarbrough, William; 32

•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA-expired tag
•	 attempting to elude police 
officer
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended, revoked or cancelled 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA-operating vehicle 
without insurance

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
Sept. 15
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Walmart; Olive St. 
S.W; flashlight; $17

Sept. 16
•	 theft by deception-1st 
degree; cash; $49,000
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Walmart; Hwy 157; 
general merchandise; $231
•	 criminal mischief-3rd 
degree; 2nd Ave. S.W; damage 
to 2008 Jeep; $300
•	 assault; Tallyho St. S.W.

Sept. 17
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Walmart; Olive St. 
S.W; general merchandise; 
$87
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Walmart; Hwy 157; 
general merchandise; $149
•	 theft of property-3rd 
degree; Walmart; Hwy 157; 
general merchandise; $1,400

Sept. 18
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; 
Adelsheim Cir. S.W.
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; 
Johnson St. S.W; wallet and 
contents
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; Wad-
dell Ave. S.W.
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; 
Adelsheim Cir. S.W; pistol; 
$300
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; Di-
alsdale Dr. S.W; pistol; $350
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; 
Johnson St. S.W; pistol, com-
puter; $750
•	 duty upon striking unat-
tended vehicle; 2nd Ave. N.W; 
damage to 1997 Honda Civic; 

$300
•	 unlawful breaking and 
entering motor vehicle; purse 
and contents
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Walmart; Olive St. 
S.W; extension cord; $70

Sept. 19
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; Hayes Dr. N.W; 2015 
Harley Davidson motorcycle; 
$23,100

ARRESTS
Sept. 16
Jenkins, Jerry R; 52
•	 FTA-driving without li-
cense

Richards, James H; 35
•	 FTA-switched tag
•	 FTA-insurance violation
•	 FTA-driving while sus-
pended

Thomas, Tammy W; 51
•	 FTA-insurance violation
•	 FTA-driving without li-
cense

Sept. 17
Bowles, Robert P; 24
•	 public intoxication

Farley, Steven B; 31
•	 FTA-insurance violation
•	 FTA-expired tag

Horton, David L; 61
•	 GJ-obstructing justice 
using false identity

Overton, Johnny L; 57
•	 FTA-driving without li-
cense
•	 FTA-expired tag
•	 FTA-insurance violation

Sept. 18
Hood, William M; 59
•	 FTA-theft of proper-
ty-4th degree
•	 FTA-criminal trespass-
ing-3rd degree

Pearce, Troy E; 33
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT 

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.cull-
mantribune.com. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman County Sheriff’s 
Office (CCSO) made multiple 
arrests over the past several 
days, including:  

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 14

Deputies responded to the 
report of someone trespass-
ing in the Welti community. 
	 Tiffany Carol Chambers, 
32, of Cullman, was located 
on the property in a vehicle.
	 Chambers allegedly re-
fused to identify herself or 
comply with deputies. It was 
determined that she had 
active warrants.
	 She was arrested and 
charged with obstruction of 
governmental operations, re-
sisting arrest, unlawful pos-
session of dangerous drugs 
(failure to appear warrant), 
unlawful possession of drug 
paraphernalia (failure to 
appear warrant) and a traffic 
violation (failure to appear 
warrant).  

Deputies conducted a traffic 

stop in the Cold Springs com-
munity. 
	 Donna Mae Ferguson, 52, 
of Bremen, was identified as 
the passenger in the vehicle. 
	 A search of the vehicle 
allegedly yielded various nar-
cotics.
	 Ferguson was arrested 
and charged with unlawful 
possession of methamphet-
amine and illegal possession 
of prescription medication.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 15

Deputies arrested James 
Hardie Richards, 35, of Cull-
man, on multiple failure to 
appear warrants, including 
burglary (4 counts) and re-
ceiving stolen property. 

Deputies arrested Alyssa 
Mercedez Stallings, 24, of 
Cullman, on multiple failure 
to appear warrants, including 
domestic violence- harass-
ment (2 counts), attempting 
to elude, resisting arrest, 
obstructing governmental 

operations, public intoxica-
tion, unlawful possession of 
dangerous drugs and simple 
assault. 

FRIDAY, SEPT. 16

Deputies conducted a traffic 
stop on Interstate 65 North. 
	 Kai Lani Morgenroth, 33, 
of Huntsville, was identified 
as the driver of the vehicle. 
	 A subsequent search of 
the vehicle allegedly yielded 

narcotics.
	 Morgenroth was arrested 
and charged with unlawful 
possession of heroin and a 
traffic violation.  

SUNDAY, SEPT. 18
Deputies conducted a traffic 
stop on a motorcycle in the 
Phelan community. 

	 Randy Wayne Welch, 43, 
of Cullman, was identified as 
the rider. 
	 A subsequent search of 
the bike and his person al-
legedly yielded narcotics.
	 Welch was arrested 
and charged with unlawful 
possession of methamphet-
amine.

Staff Reports 
Contributor

CCSO arrest roundup

Randy Wayne Welch
CCSO

Kai Lani Morgenroth
CCSO

James Hardie Richards
CCSO

Donna Mae Ferguson
CCSO

Tiffany Carol Chambers
CCSO

Alyssa Mercedez Stallings
CCSO

Available October 1 
Furnished BR/BA condo. Month to 
month for full-time employed male 

needing housing on a temporary basis 
in downtown Cullman. 

 Non-smoker, non-drinker. 
 I am retired widower with two small 

elderly dogs. 
$300 plus $75 for utilities 

205-517-
2928.

 



3THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 LOCAL — COMMUNITY MATTERS

The Cullman Tribune  
Cullman County's Oldest Business, Serving the area since 1874 Publication 

Number    USPS-139-700 
Telephone: 256-739-1351    Fax: 1-256-739-4422 

Humble	Roots,	LLC	
Published daily Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday at 219 2nd Avenue SE, Cullman, 

Alabama 35055 Entered as periodical material at the Cullman Post
Office Periodical postage paid at Cullman, Alabama 35055 

POSTMASTER: SEND ADDRESS CHANGE TO:	
The Cullman Tribune 

219 Second Avenue SE 
Cullman, Alabama 35055 

Email Address: robin@cullmantribune.com 

ANNUALLY BASED RATES 

Cullman…..…………………………………………..$125.00 
Outside Cullman…………………………………..$250.00 

NNooaahh  GGaalliilleeee  --  PPuubblliisshheerr
DDuussttiinn  IIssoomm  --  AAssssoocciiaattee  PPuubblliisshheerr  

WWeennddyy  SSaacckk  ––  EEddiittoorr  
  WW..CC..  MMaannnn  --  SSeenniioorr  RReeppoorrtteerr

AAmmyy  LLeeoonnaarrdd  --  RReeppoorrtteerr
SSaarraa  GGllaaddnneeyy  --  RReeppoorrtteerr

NNiicckk  GGrriiffffiinn  --  VVaarrssiittyy    SSppoorrttss  EEddiittoorr  
  SSaammmmyy  CCoonnffeerr    --  YYoouutthh//JJVV  SSppoorrttss    EEddiittoorr  

JJooee  MMccEEllrrooyy  --  PPhhoottooggrraapphheerr  
BBiillll  PPiippeerr  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt  

HHoowwaarrdd  CCoollee  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt
MMaarrtthhaa  NNeeeeddhhaamm  --  PPhhoottoojjoouurrnnaalliisstt    

RRoobbiinn  WWiinnttoonn  --  NNeewwssrroooomm  MMaannaaggeerr  
JJaanneett  CChhaannddlleerr  --  MMaarrkkeettiinngg  SSppeecciiaalliisstt  

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Baileyton Bargain Days
• First and third Saturday 
of each month from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the old Baileyton fire 
station next to the town’s 
park
• Beauty and health prod-
ucts, toys, home goods, pet 
items, food and many every-
day items 
• A donation of $20 will allow 
a shopper to fill up a bag, and 
for $40 a shopper can fill a 
large box. Some of the items 
of greater value will require 
a larger donation. There will 
be some restrictions and 
product limits on the items. 
Cash and checks accepted. 
• Proceeds will be used for 
park improvements and cap-
ital improvements for the 
town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of GOD, 
1650 St. Joseph Drive NW, 
Cullman
• Prayer meetings- Tuesdays 
at 10 a.m. Come and pray 
with us or come to receive 
prayer.
• Ladies’ exercise classes- 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. Chil-
dren welcome.
• Mondays-Fridays- Free hot 
meals for children Mondays 
11 a.m.- noon, Tuesdays 1-2 
p.m. and Wednesdays-Fri-
days 11 a.m.-noon. Cullman 
Housing Authority Commu-
nity Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 256-
636-5362 for more informa-
tion. Eat in or take out. Spon-
sored by Kids Loving Kids, 
Raising Arrows Ministry and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birthday 
Blessings serves children 
ages 1-18 in need of assistance 
to celebrate their birthdays. 
Register your child and pick 
up a birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, decora-
tions and toys! Pick up is the 
last weekend of the month. 
Saturday (5100 Curry High-
way Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 
35504) from 3-5 p.m. or the 
last Sunday of the month at 
Spirit Life Church Cullman 
from 12:30-1 p.m.  Birth 
certificate is required at the 
time of box pickup. Regis-
ter at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478.
• Wednesday, Sept. 21 -  7 
p.m. Adult - “THE BAIT OF 
SATAN,” children, and youth 
Bible Study Classes. Free 
pizza for children at 6:30 
p.m. Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area at 6 p.m. Call 256-841-
2060 for pickup.
• Thursday, Sept. 22 - 10 a.m. 
Morning Prayer Meeting - 
Please join Bonnie Barrett for 
prayer for our church, nation, 
special prayer requests, etc. 
Everyone welcome.
• Friday, Sept. 23 - 6:30 p.m. 
Friday Night Lights - Bring a 
dish for our potluck supper. 
Fellowship and testimonies. 
Hurts, habits and hangups 
are a part of everyone’s life. 
Come and see how to over-
come these and more! Nurs-
ery provided.
• Sunday, Sept. 25 - 8 a.m. 
Prayer group 9 a.m. Van runs 
in the 5 Points Area. Call 
256-841-2060 for pickup. 
Breakfast 9:30 a.m. Bible 
study classes for children, 
youth and adults 10 a.m. 
Adult class. 11 a.m. message 
by Pastor Bobby Dodd.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman 
First Church of the Naza-
rene, 5415 Alabama High-
way 157. CLOSED literature 
study. Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
Cullman Housing Authority 
Community Center (1545 
Vine Circle SW, Cullman, AL 
35055). First meeting is free. 
TOPS, a national program, 
is a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss and 
management through weekly 
meetings providing informa-
tion, accountability, support 
and encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings

The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those 
affected by someone else’s 
addiction. We offer Help 
by sharing our experiences, 
strength and hope. We carry 
the message of hope by let-
ting others know that they are 
not alone by practicing the 12 
Steps of NAR-ANON and 
changing our own attitudes. 
We Respect Your Anonymity. 
Our program is not a religious 
one, but a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family Life 
Center of St. John’s Church) 
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m. 
Contact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don 
or Nancy McKenzie 256-
736-3327 or 256-736-3470 
for more information. 

Festhalle Farmers’ Market
• Open Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 
until October
• Located at 209 First Ave. 
NE, Cullman, AL

Berlin Farmers’ Market
• Open Saturdays from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. until October
• Located at 50 Mt. Carmel 
Drive off U.S. Highway 278

Master’s Hand Food Pantry 
at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman, 
AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

GriefShare Grief Support 
Group
• Sundays, 3-5 p.m., through 
Nov. 20, at First Baptist 
Church Cullman, 501 
Second. Ave. SW
• Help and encouragement 
after the death of a spouse, 
child, family member or 
friend- GriefShare is a spe-
cial weekly seminar and sup-
port group designed to help 
you rebuild your life after 
losing a loved one. Our group 
is led by caring people who 
have experienced grief and 
want to help you through the 
difficult days ahead. We know 
it hurts, and we want to help. 
Call 256-734-5632 for more 
information.

North Alabama Agriplex 
Programs
The Agriplex is located at 
1714 Tally Ho St. NW, Cull-
man, AL 35055. All programs 
require pre-registration and 
are non-refundable unless 
otherwise noted. Check www.
agriplex.org for program 
times and to pre-register.

Children’s Programs
• Sept. 29: Heritage Home-
school Elementary - Green 
Snake Reptile Show: Her-
petologist Jay Eubanks will 
visit with his reptile and am-
phibian friends. 
• Oct. 1: Farm Kids Club - 
Pollinator Garden: Kids will 
explore the Agriplex pollina-
tor gardens and bring home 
plants of their own.
• Oct. 6: Heritage Homes-
chool Secondary - Growing 
a Tea Garden: From planting 
to harvesting, drying and 
tasting, students will learn all 
the steps to make their own 
perfect cup of tea.
• Oct. 13: Heritage Homes-
chool - Raptors 101: Alabama 
Wildlife Center will teach 
students to recognize raptors 
and learn about their behav-
ior and conservation.
• Oct. 14: Little Farmers - 
Spiders Aren’t Scary: We take 
the spooky out of spiders and 
learn all about how they are 
helpful friends on the farm, 
garden or yard.

Adult Programs
• Sept. 21: Lunch & Learn - 
Succulent Pumpkin Center-
piece How To: Come watch a 
demo on how to create your 
own centerpiece perfect for 
your fall table. Free program; 
registration required 256-
297-1044.
• Sept. 27: Heritage Skills - 
Dried Flower Wreath: Create 
a stunning dried floral wreath 
to take home. Class will be 
taught by local business 
Wooden Crate Flower Farm 
out of Holly Pond.
• Oct. 4: Living Landscapes 
- Beginning Beekeeping: 
What’s the buzz at the Agri-
plex? Alabama Beekeepers 
Association President Phillip 
Garrison will teach the basics 
of beekeeping.
• Oct. 13: Heritage Skills 
- Passalong Plants: Learn 
about the southern tradition 
of passalong plants, plants 
that many own, but are never 
purchased. We will cover 
propagation and indoor / 
outdoor care. Passalong 

plant swap!
• Oct. 17: Learn to Sew - Cas-
serole Carrying Case: Just 
in time for those holidays 
meals, learn how to create 
your own carrying case for 
your favorite dish.
• Oct. 19: Lunch & Learn - 
Open Fire Cooking: Whether 
camping or in your own back-
yard, there is nothing quite 
as tasty as food cooked over 
an open fire. Free program; 
registration required 256-
297-1044.

Monthly Weight Loss Sup-
port Group
• WHAT: Cullman Region-
al’s Bariatric Center of Ex-
cellence is now offering a 
monthly support group for 
individuals who have had or 
who are considering weight 
loss surgery.
• WHEN: Sept. 22, 6-7 p.m., 
Oct. 27, 6-7 p.m., Nov. 17, 6-7 
p.m., Dec. 22, 6-7 p.m.
• WHERE: Cullman Region-
al COE Conference Room – 
Professional Office Building 
1, 1948 Alabama Highway 157
• WHY: The Bariatric Center 
of Excellence’s support group 
provides a comfortable place 
to connect with people on 
the same weight loss journey. 
Bariatric team members will 
help facilitate a space where 
participants can share prob-
lems and solutions as well as 
encouragement to stay on the 
right path. For more infor-
mation, call 256-735-5992.

Eva Frontier Days 
• Through Sept. 24 at various 
locations in Eva, Alabama
• Hayride: Tuesday, Sept. 20 
at 6:30 p.m. at Eva School
• Community Singing: 
Thursday, Sept. 22 at 7 p.m. 
Eva Baptist Church
• Music on the Square: 
Friday, Sept. 23 at 6 p.m. The 
Band Another Town will be 
performing in downtown Eva 
under the Entertainment 
Tent at the Square. 
• Festival (The BIG Day): 
Saturday, Sept. 24 from 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. in downtown Eva
• For more details and a full 
calendar of events, visit www.
evafrontierdays.com. 

Pleasant View Missionary 
Baptist Church Singing
Sunday, Sept. 25, at 5 p.m., 
featuring Children of the 
Promise from Cedartown, 
Georgia. The church is lo-
cated on U.S. Highway 278, 
approximately 2 miles east 
of Holly Pond on the left. For 
more information, call 256-
796-5986.

Oktoberfest German 
Dinner at Sacred Heart
The annual Oktoberfest 
German Dinner will be held 
at Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church’s Family Life Center 
on Wednesday, Sept. 28, from 
4-7 p.m. Sponsored by the 
women’s Altar Society, the 
event this year is drive-th-
ru only -follow signs at 
church. The meal consists of 
bratwurst and German-style 
kraut, (meat by Brickyard 
Meats), German potato 
salad, green beans, apple-
sauce, bread and dessert for 
$15. There are NO children’s 
meals this year. All proceeds 
raised go toward the spon-
soring Altar Society’s church 
upkeep projects. Everyone 
welcome to enjoy this yearly 
meal celebrating our German 
heritage!

Harvest to Home Dinner & 
Silent Auction 
Sept. 29 at 5:30 p.m. This will 
be a locally sourced dinner 
starting with a menu curated 
by Chef Nichols, department 
chair of the Wallace State 
Culinary Arts Program. This 
is the North Alabama Agri-
plex’s largest yearly fund-
raising effort. More details 
coming soon. 

Cullman Community The-
atre and Cullman High 
School Present “Junie B. 
Jones the Musical Jr.”
Thursday and Friday, Sept. 
29-30 at 7 p.m. at the Cull-
man High School auditori-
um. Tickets are $10 for adults 
and $5 for kids 12 and young-
er and are available at the 
door or online at Cullmanct.
booktix.com (surcharge may 
apply.) The cast includes 40 
kids ages 8-14 from all over 
the Cullman community and 
the surrounding area. Tech 
support and set creation are 
being provided by the Cull-
man High School Theatre 
tech class. Funds raised from 
this event will be used for 
future productions of this 
kind. Cullman Community 
Theatre is a nonprofit orga-
nization sponsored by the 
City of Cullman and Cullman 

Parks, Recreation & Sports 
Tourism. For more informa-
tion visit Cullman Communi-
ty Theatre’s Facebook page. 

Oktoberfest
Sept. 29-Oct. 1 at the Fes-
thalle. Join us for the 41st 
Annual Cullman Oktoberfest 
to celebrate Cullman’s rich 
German heritage! This festi-
val features a Biergarten with 
German and local craft beers, 
live music, food, kids and 
adult activities and some fun 
events for your furry mem-
bers of the family!

Cullman County Fair 
Parade
Saturday, Oct. 1 at 2 p.m. along 
U.S. Highway 31 from Cull-
man First Baptist Church to 
McGriff Tire. www.cullman-
fair.org/fair-parade 

Cullman County Fair
Oct. 6-15 at the Cullman 
County Fairgrounds. www.
cullmanfair.org 

Peinhardt Farm Day(s) 
The Peinhardt Living Histo-
ry Farm Foundation will host 
Peinhardt Living History 
Farm Day over an unprec-
edented two-day span this 
year: Saturday and Sunday, 
Oct. 15-16, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
This hands-on fall festival 
teaches all ages what farm 
life was like in the 1930s and 
1940s in north Alabama. Free 
for ages 2 and younger and 
$10 for all others. The farm is 
located at 1711 Talley Ho St., 
Cullman. 

6th Annual Caring for Cull-
man Concert Benefiting 
Good Samaritan Health 
Clinic 
Monday, Oct. 17, at 6 p.m. at 
Northbrook Baptist Church. 
After a two-year hiatus due 
to COVID, we are thrilled 
to host our signature event, 
and we invite you to be 
there for our best year yet! 
Once again, this great eve-
ning of entertainment and 
inspiration will feature fan 
favorites and award-winning 
Triumphant Quartet and 
Christian comedian Mickey 
Bell. During the evening, you 
will not only be entertained 
by these amazingly talented 
artists but also learn more 
about the impact the clinic 
is having in our community. 
Tickets may be purchased 
in advance online or at one 
of our ticket outlets: Good 
Samaritan Health Clinic, 
Borden Family Pharmacy 
and Yates Chance Christian 
Bookstore. If you are unable 
to attend this year’s concert 
and would like to support the 
Clinic, visit www.goodsamar-
itancullman.com to make a 
donation today.

Friends of the Public Li-
braries of Cullman County 
Murder Mystery Dinner 
• Friday, Oct. 21, at Stone 
Bridge Farms with doors 
opening at 5:30 p.m. 
• Enjoy a captivating dinner 
by the Murder Mystery Com-
pany and meet guest mystery 
authors before the show. 
Stay after dinner and enjoy a 
live band for the After Party. 
Tickets are now available 
at https://givebutter.com/
midnightatthemasquerade 
or purchase a table for all 
your friends. Find a mask and 
wear it well!

6th Annual Bernard Blues 
and BBQ
Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 
29-30, from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at 
St. Bernard Abbey and Prep 
School. The event features 
some of the best artisans in 
the Southeast with their work 
including pottery, wreaths, 
door hangers, flowers, wood 
turned bowls, clothing, bird-
houses, honey, jewelry, soap, 
brooms, metal art, glass art, 
freshly ground cornmeal 
and grits and more. While 
shopping, enjoy live music 
and the best pulled pork in 
the Southeast as well as ribs, 
hamburgers, brats and chick-
en. On Sunday at 4 p.m. St. 
Bernard will give away cash 
prizes totaling over $12,000. 
Bring the entire family for a 
weekend of fun on our 800-
plus acre campus. Admission 
is a $10 requested donation. 
Children younger than 5 get 
in free. NO PETS, PLEASE. 
Festival guests can also tour 
our world-famous Ave Maria 
Grotto at a reduced admis-
sion of $5 all weekend.

Cullman High School Class 
of 1967 55th Class Reunion
Saturday, Oct. 29, at 6 p.m. 
at Pine Meadow, 739 County 
Road 1319, Cullman. For 
more information, call 256-
739-0644.
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Cullman County Youth Football week 5 scoring recap

WEST POINT, Ala. — Last 
season was one to remem-
ber for the West Point Lady 
Warriors as they not only 
punched a ticket to regionals, 
but they also clinched a spot 
at the state tournament for 
the very first time in program 
history. Despite falling a few 
games short of winning the 
title, they still had an amaz-
ing season and West Point 
senior Bethany Minck talked 
about what she learned 
during that incredible run.
	 “It was definitely a great 
season, one that we’ll always 
remember. It takes a lot of 
hard work to go that far in 
the postseason but having 
teammates that are willing to 
work hard and having great 
coaches like coach Harbison 
and coach Josh guiding and 
pushing us is a great thing to 
have.
	 “This was my fourth 
season on varsity and year 
after year, you can see the 
talent and dedication grow 
every year with each player. 
I’m just proud to be a part of 
it.”
	 Minck played with three 

amazing seniors in Carlie 
Wilkins, Braelee Quinn and 
Nikki Tyree, and she took 
away so much from her time 
playing with them.
	 “Our seniors last season 
had their own things they 
brought to our team. Nikki 
was always trying to keep 
everyone in an upbeat atti-
tude and to stay positive no 
matter what.
	 “Braelee was there play-
ing ball because she loves it; 
she already had a volleyball 
scholarship, but she still 
played softball for the love 
of the game and her school. 
Carlie’s hard work and ex-
treme competitive drive to be 
the best player she could be 
really pushed and motivated 
all of us, especially myself. 
They are leaving some major 
big shoes to fill next year.”
	 Minck has played for two 
great coaches so far at West 
Point and has soaked up as 
much as she can from them.
	 “They couldn’t be more 
different, but that’s what has 
made it great to play for both 
of them,” Minck said.
	 “Coach Harbison is the 
more laid-back coach that 
makes us laugh and has fun. 
He really cares about every-

one on the team and the pro-
gram as a whole. Coach Josh 
is more of the in-your-face, 
go-hard type.
	 “Coach Harbison has 
taught me to enjoy the game 
and the people around the 
game of softball and coach 
Josh has taught me to never 
settle for being good, work 
hard to be even better.”
	 Minck has been working 
on her game a lot during the 
summer and has learned so 
much during her softball 
career so far.
	 “I’ve been working on 
everything. I’ve been to six 
college camps, and I have 
three more to go to. I’ve been 
playing travel ball a lot and I 
still continue to see my hit-
ting coach.
	 “My goal this summer is 
to do something softball-re-
lated every single day. I’m 
preparing myself to play at 
the next level and to be the 
best player and teammate 
I can be as a senior at West 
Point next year,” Minck said. 
	 She added, “I’ve learned 
that if you want to get better, 
you got to work. If you want 
to win, you got to work, and if 
you want to be a good leader, 
you got to work. I’ve also 

learned that if you have pas-
sion for the game, it’s easier 
to put in the work and it 
takes sacrifices to get where 
you want to go. I can’t wait to 
start my senior year and I’m 
really looking forward to ev-
erything that comes with it.”
	 Minck talked about the 
experience that will be back 
this season and the team’s 

expectations as well.
	 “I wouldn’t be surprised 
if we made another state 
championship run next 
season because we have eight 
returning starters in the 
field, so our defense will still 
be really good.
	 “That will be a great con-
fidence boost for our upcom-
ing freshman pitcher Kara 

Jones, who is very good. We 
have some great, young, tal-
ented hitters moving up to 
help make up for losing Car-
lie’s and Braelee’s bats, plus 
we have eight or nine return-
ing hitters that are working 
hard to be even better than 
last season. Personally, I’m 
expecting another successful 
season next year.”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

‘Never settle for being good’: West Point’s 
Bethany Minck excited for senior season

West Point’s Bethany Minck
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CULLMAN, Ala. — We are 
now at the halfway point of 
the youth football season 
and some teams are looking 
to clinch some playoff spots, 
while others are looking 
to play their way back into 
postseason contention. The 
Cyclones and the Bearcats 
faced off against each other 
in the third annual Black and 
Gold Bowl at Cullman High 
School, the Cold Springs 
Eagles traveled to take on 
the West Point Warriors, the 
Fairview Aggies hosted the 
Holly Pond Broncos and the 
Hanceville Bulldogs traveled 
to take on the Vinemont 
Eagles.

Cullman Cyclones at Cull-
man Bearcats 
•	 Fireplug: Cyclones 20 - 
Bearcats 0
•	 Wee-Wee: Cyclones 44 - 
Bearcats 0
•	 Pee-Wee: Cyclones 40 - 
Bearcats 6

Cold Springs Eagles at 

West Point Warriors
•	 Fireplug: Warriors 20 - 
Eagles 0
•	 Wee-Wee: Warriors 12 - 
Eagles 0

Holly Pond Broncos at 
Fairview Aggies
•	 Fireplug: Aggies 24 - 
Broncos 6
•	 Wee-Wee: Broncos 14 - 
Aggies 0
•	 Pee-Wee: Broncos 20 - 
Aggies 14

Hanceville Bulldogs at 
Vinemont Eagles 
•	 Fireplug: Eagles 28 - Bull-
dogs 0
•	 Wee-Wee: Eagles 26 - 
Bulldogs 12
•	 Pee-Wee: Eagles 22 - 
Bulldogs 8

Records after Week Five:
Fireplug
•	 Cullman Cyclones (5-0)
•	 Vinemont Eagles (3-1)
•	 Good Hope Raiders (3-1)
•	 Cullman Bearcats (3-1)
•	 West Point Warriors 
(3-2)
•	 Fairview Aggies (1-2)
•	 Holly Pond Broncos (1-4)

•	 Hanceville Bulldogs (0-4)
•	 Cold Springs Eagles (0-4)

Wee-Wee
•	 Cullman Cyclones (5-0)
•	 West Point Warriors (4-1)
•	 Good Hope Raiders (3-1)
•	 Cullman Bearcats (3-1)
•	 Vinemont Eagles (2-2)
•	 Holly Pond Broncos (2-3)
•	 Fairview Aggies (0-3)
•	 Hanceville Bulldogs (0-4)
•	 Cold Springs Eagles (0-4)

Pee-Wee
•	 Cullman Cyclones (5-0)
•	 Good Hope Raiders (3-1)
•	 West Point Warriors (2-1)
•	 Vinemont Eagles (2-1)
•	 Holly Pond Broncos (2-2)
•	 Cullman Bearcats (1-2)
•	 Fairview Aggies (0-3)
•	 Hanceville Bulldogs (0-3)

Week Six Schedule (Sept. 
24)
•	 Vinemont Eagles at Holly 
Pond Broncos (4 p.m.)
•	 Fairview Aggies at Cold 
Springs Eagles (9 a.m.)
•	 West Point Warriors at 
Cullman Bearcats (9 a.m.)
•	 Good Hope Raiders at 
Hanceville Bulldogs (4 p.m.)

WSCC ATHLETICS

Wallace State Men, Women collect tournament wins
HANCEVILLE, Ala. — 
Wallace State Community 
College men’s golf team 
took home the win Tuesday 
at the Dan York Memorial 
Golf Tournament held at 
Cross Creek Golf Course in 
Cullman. The tournament is 
dedicated to the memory of 
longtime WSCC golf coach 
Dan York.
	 Strong finishes in the 
final round sealed the victory 
for Wallace State.
	 “We had a two-shot lead 
going into the final round 
and extended that to a 22-
shot lead,” said coach Sylas 
Elliott. He credited strong 
showings by sophomore 
Zackery Coker, the event’s 
low medalist, and freshman 
Keith Hunter among others 
for the success of the third 
round.
	 “All in all, it was a big 
team effort, but we did have 
some freshman that really 
stood out for that last round,” 
Elliott said.
	 The Wallace State team 
finished three rounds -12 
under par with a final score 
of 852.
	 The second-place team of 
Central Alabama Communi-
ty College came in at +10 over 
par, with a total score of 874. 
Eastern Florida State came 
in third at +12 over for a score 

of 876. Par for the course is 
72.
	 Coker, of Gulf Shores, 
topped the individual leader-
board with a low score of 208, 
-8 under par, and received 
the low medalist trophy. On 
the final day of play, Coker 
was -4 under par, with an 
eagle on the fourth hole and 
three birdies at holes 5, 10, 
and 18.
	 Fellow teammates fresh-
men Keith Hunter and Alex 
Citron and sophomore Davis 
Aaron finished high on the 
leaderboard. Hunter tied at 
fourth, finishing -2 under 
par.
	 Hunter was the low 
scorer for the final round, 
coming in at -6 under par 
for the day at 66, the lowest 
daily score through all three 
rounds. Citron and Aaron 
were among those tied for 
seventh place, each finishing 
-1 under par.
	 Tuesday’s tournament 
win was the team’s first since 
winning the Region 22 Pre-
view event last fall, hosted 
by Snead State Community 
College.
	 “We’re glad that we could 
win this tournament in 
memory of Coach York, who 
started this program for us 
and built a great get success 
with it,” Elliot said. “We just 
hope we can continue that 
tradition.”
	 The Wallace State men’s 

golf team has made 28 Na-
tional Tournament appear-
ances and holds 13 Alabama 
Community College Confer-
ence championships.
	 This year’s roster in-
cludes sophomores Davis 
Aaron of Tuscaloosa, Zack-
ery Coker of Gulf Shores, 
Brayden Nelson of Eva; 
freshmen Carson Bachara 
of Jacksonville, Fla., Alex 
Citron of Olathe, Kan., Billy 
Gunyon of Essex, UK, Keith 
Hunter of Ontario, Canada, 
Liam Meaden of Notting-
ham, UK.

Women’s Golf
Wallace State Communi-
ty College’s women’s golf 
started the new season with 
a victory in the 2022 Fall In-
vitational hosted by Snead 
State Community College at 
Twin Bridges Golf Course in 
Gadsden.
	 The team rose 27 strokes 
above their closest compet-
itor to win the tournament 
trophy and four of the top 
five players were Wallace 
State Lions.
	 Wallace State finished 
both rounds of play in first 
place and ended with a tour-
nament total of 652, besting 
second-place finisher Cal-
houn Community College 
who finished with 679 points. 
Jefferson State (806), Snead 
State (828) and Northeast 
Community College-Rains-

ville (860) comprised the rest 
of the top five teams.
	 WSCC freshman Aidan 
Hathcock was the tourna-
ment low medalist, winning 
her first college tournament. 
Hathcock, of Homewood, 
finished with a score of 159, 
three strokes ahead of Raina 
Choi of Calhoun Community 
College who came in second 
with 162. WSCC sophomore 
Hope Harrell of Gunters-
ville finished third with 164 
and freshman Abby Gattis, 
of Jacksonville, and Sydney 
Epes of Water Valley, Miss., 

tied for fourth, both finishing 
with a score of 165. Brileigh 
Roberts, a sophomore from 
Fairview, finished in eighth 
place with 173.
	 Harrell, Epes and Gattis 
all were named to the 
All-Tournament Team.
	 “I’m very proud of these 
ladies,” said coach J.J. Adams. 
“Having four Wallace State 
golfers in the top five is a 
good way to start the season.
	 The Wallace State wom-
en’s golf team is the reign-
ing Alabama Community 
College Conference (ACCC) 

Champion and Adams was 
the 2022 ACCC Coach of the 
Year, earning the title for the 
third consecutive season.
	 The complete roster 
for the 2022-2023 WSCC 
women’s golf team includes 
sophomores Abby Brown 
of Brewer, Hope Harrell of 
Guntersville, Brileigh Rob-
erts of Fairview; freshmen 
Alyssa Berry of Hartselle, 
Sydney Epes of Water Valley, 
Miss., Abby Gattis of Jack-
sonville, Aidan Haithcock of 
Homewood, Emma Ray of 
Alexandria.

Gail Crutchfield
WSCC Athletics

SAMMY CONFER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Cullman Cyclones dominated Saturday’s Wee-Wee matchup against the Bearcats 44-0.

The Wallace State women’s golf team won the Fall Invitational at Snead State last week.
WSCC ATHLETICS
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‘We want to celebrate every kid’
C.A.S.T. for Kids at Smith Lake Park

CCPS celebrates Grandparents Day

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
annual C.A.S.T. for Kids event 
was held Saturday at Smith 
Lake Park, giving children 
with special needs the op-
portunity to have a fun day of 
fishing on the lake. 
	 “When the children get 
here, they get to have a shirt, 
a hat, a fishing pole, a tackle 
box, a day out with a boat cap-
tain. All of this is volunteer,” 
said organizer Emily Cham-
blee.
	 The event is made possi-
ble by shore volunteers, boat 
captains and sponsors. This 
year there were 82 volun-
teers, 24 boat captain, three 
co-captains and 29 kids par-
ticipating. A total of 212 fish 
were caught. 
	 C.A.S.T. for Kids Founda-
tion Eastern Regional Direc-
tor Jeff Barnes said the event 
has been around for 31 years 
nationally and at Smith Lake 
Park for four years. 
	 “We do events for chil-
dren with special needs, take 
them fishing,” said Barnes. 
“Some events, like this one, 
we have volunteer boaters 
take them out on the lake for 
a few hours and then bring 
them in. Some events we do 
on shore.”
	 Children are served 
lunch, and each child partic-
ipates in an award ceremony 
where he or she is recognized, 
regardless of the number of 
fish caught. 
	 “We want to celebrate 
every kid and give them their 
moment to shine. A lot of 
them, through COVID, have 
not had camps to go to or 
activities outside, so this is 
a great way to get them out, 

get them mixed up with some 
good volunteers, teach them 
how to fish,” said Barnes. 
	 The kids get to take home 
their fishing poles and tackle 

boxes in the hopes that they 
will continue to fish. Barnes 
added, “A lot of these fami-
lies of these kids with special 
needs, a lot of times it’s a sin-

gle-parent family.
	 “They just don’t have the 
means or the knowledge to 
get their kids out fishing, so 
this is a great thing to come 

to, and some of the kids have 
made friends with their cap-
tains and they come out every 
year.”
	 Upcoming C.A.S.T. for 

Kids events will be at Lake 
Guntersville on Oct. 8 and 
Walker County Lake on Oct. 
21. For more information, 
visit www.castforkids.org. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — Grand-
parents from across the com-
munity turned out to visit 
with Cullman City Primary 
School students earlier this 
month as part of the annual 
Grandparents Day celebra-
tion, which offers an oppor-
tunity for grandparents to 
visit the school, read stories 
with their grandchildren and 
share stories about their lives 
with young Cullman City 
Schools learners.
	 “It is an opportunity for 
our school community to 
show their gratitude and re-
spect for this generation,” 
CCPS Principal Elizabeth 
Shaddix said. “This year sev-
eral classes asked grandpar-
ents to participate in show 
and tell. Grandparents were 
able to bring something from 
their home and tell the stu-
dents about it. Some grand-
parents brought in rotary 
phones while others brought 
in cassette tapes. Students 
enjoyed seeing items from 
different generations.

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Cullman City Schools
Contributor

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. - 2 P.M.

LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT SUPPLEMENTS

FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY

WENDY'S HEALTH

AND NUTRITION

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1 | Closed Sunday

1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110

The face and name you've grown to trust

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

Amy Leonard
amy@cullmantribune.com

Sale (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
beautiful blue sky, towering 
pines trees and moderate 
temperatures provided the 
perfect backdrop for the fall 
rendition of the Sportsman 
Lake countywide yard sale, 
a favorite among bargain 
shoppers near and far. The 
grounds of the park were cov-
ered by vendors in the former 
campsites, pavilions and 
pathways selling their wares.
	 Perusing everything 
available, from custom wood-
working, clothing, shoes, 
hospital equipment, home 
decorations and everything 
in between, shoppers walked 
the grounds of the park look-
ing for good deals.
	 Parking continued 
beyond the park grounds and 
deal finders walked along the 
road in search of the deal of 
the day.
	 Sportsman Lake Park is 
operated by Cullman County 

Parks and Recreation and is 
open seven days a week. The 
park and walking trails are 

free with train rides, minia-
ture golf, fishing, paddle boats 
and kayaks available for a fee. 

For more information, visit 
www.cullmancountyparks.
com/sportsman.html.

AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

CAST FOR KIDS SMITH LAKE PARK/FACEBOOK

Keaton fishing with his grandfather Eric Allred. 
They caught 37 bluegill and two turtles

CAST FOR KIDS SMITH LAKE PARK /FACEBOOK

Boat Captain Clint Johnson and KJ
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MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
According to the Amtrak 
Police Department, a person 
or vehicle is hit by a train 
in the United States every 
three hours. To bring aware-
ness to the potential dangers 
surrounding railroad tracks 
and trains, the Alabama Law 
Enforcement Agency (ALEA) 
is joining fellow law enforce-

ment agencies and first re-
sponders across the nation 
and in Canada to participate 
in “Operation Clear Track,” 
the single largest rail-safety 
law-enforcement initiative in 
North America. 
	 The annual safety cam-
paign, which is coordinated 
by the Amtrack Police De-
partment and Operation 
Lifesaver Inc, aims to reduce 
serious injuries and deaths 
each year in the U.S. This col-

laborative railroad safety ini-
tiative is one of several events 
scheduled during Rail Safety 
Week (RSW), which began 
Monday Sept. 19, and ends 
Sunday, Sept. 25. Once again, 
ALEA Troopers will be sta-
tioned at railroad crossings 
and various locations across 
the state to distribute educa-
tional materials to motorists, 
pedestrians and cyclists to 
reinforce the importance of 
crossing and trespass laws. 

Additionally, ALEA will par-
ticipate in virtual rail safety 
messaging on all social media 
platforms, including Face-
book, Twitter, Nextdoor and 
Instagram. 
	 “Many of the first re-
sponders who are passionate 
about this initiative are the 
same men and women who 
have responded to railroad 
incidents and have experi-
enced firsthand the tragedy 
when a life is lost in conjunc-

tion with the devastating 
consequences experienced 
by that individual’s family 
as well as their community,” 
said ALEA Secretary Hal 
Taylor. “Whether on foot or 
in a vehicle, we want all citi-
zens and local communities 
to be aware of the risks and 
empower everyone to make 
safe choices around railroad 
tracks and trains.” 
	 “Trespassing on train 
tracks is not only dangerous, 

but it is also illegal in all 50 
states,” said ALEA’s Depart-
ment of Public Safety Direc-
tor, Col. Jimmy Helms. “We 
are proud to be a part of this 
ongoing safety partnership 
within the first responder 
community and do our part 
in reducing deaths and inju-
ries, in order to save lives. To-
gether, we can help stop track 
tragedies.” 
	 Learn more at www.alea.
gov. 

ALEA
Contributor

Operation Clear Track: ALEA ‘trains’ residents on railroad safety

Meeting (from Front)
Community College, Athens 
State University and Louisi-
ana State University, she has 
also completed credentials 
for the National Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative Association 
(NRECA) Credentialed Co-
operative Director, Leader-
ship Certification and Gold 
Leadership Certification.
	 Fields’ career with the Al-
abama Department of Indus-
trial Relations saw him serve 
as the assistant administra-
tor and North Alabama Fraud 
Unit supervisor.
	 Completing his educa-
tion at Jacksonville State 
University, Fields completed 
coursework for the NRECA 
Credentialed Cooperative 
Director and earned the 
NRECA Director Gold Cre-
dential.
	 Jeff Byars ran against 
incumbent Daryl Calvert for 
the District 6 board position. 
After the vote, Calvert re-
tained his position.

	 Calvert owns and oper-
ates a lawncare company 
after retiring from Wal-Mart 
Fleet Maintenance after 
more than 20 years. Calvert 
spent those years as a diesel 
mechanic and farmed for a 
decade. He, also, completed 
the curriculum to be a Cre-
dentialed Cooperative Direc-
tor through the NRECA.
	 Byars, a patient advocate 
with more than 20 years of 
experience in accounting, 
graduated from the Universi-
ty of Alabama at Birmingham 
with an accounting degree. 
A licensed EMT, Byars is the 
president of the Bethsadia 
Volunteer Fire Department 
and treasurer for the Ala-
bama EMS Association. He 
has served his community 
with volunteer fire depart-
ments for more than 30 years.
	 Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the annual meet-
ing’s in-person celebration 
was put on hold for 2020 

and 2021, making this year’s 
event especially meaningful.
	 Co-op Chairman of the 
Board Robert Tidwell said, 
“The annual meeting is a cel-
ebration of the unique role 
members play in a coopera-
tive business.”
	 Eight presentations were 
provided on topics ranging 
from economic development, 
education, electric vehicles, 
leadership and more. The 
“Spark Talks” provided a 
platform for “leaders in our 
community to come talk 
about issues that are relevant 
and important to the co-op 
and our members,” shared 
Brian Lacy, Cullman Electric 
Cooperative’s communica-
tions director.
	 Members of the coop-
erative who attended the 
meeting received a $15 credit 
on their bills in addition to 
eligibility to win various door 
prizes including a 70-inch 
television. AMY LEONARD/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

 

 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT

201 2nd Avenue NE 256.775.7203
Cullman, Alabama 35055 www.CullmanAl.gov
__________________________________________________________________________________________

City of Cullman 
Planning Commission 

On Monday, October 3, 2022, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the 
regular meeting of the City of Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held to 
allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items:

1. Short form subdivision – Talley Ho Street SW – Cullman Power Board 

2. Preliminary Subdivision – Kilpatrick Landing – Phase II

For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman Building 
Department at 256-775-7203.
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Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

Obituary Announcements: Sept. 17-19
Zackary Brock 
Stewart, 22
Zakary Brock Stewart, age 
22, of Hanceville, Alabama 
passed away on Friday, 
Sept. 16, 2022. Zakary 
was born June 1, 2000.

Johnny Darrell 
Phillips, 66
Johnny Darrell Phillips, 
age 66, of Vinemont, 
Alabama passed away 
on Saturday, Sept. 17, 
2022. Johnny was 
born March 26, 1956.

Hilda Faye Bradford, 75
Hilda Faye Bradford, age 
75 of Cullman, passed 
away Friday, Sept. 16, 2022, 
at Cullman Regional. She 
was born, Feb. 13, 1947, to 
Floyd and Doris Phillips. 
Cullman Heritage Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
arrangements. She was 
preceded in death by her 
parents; husband: TJ 
Bradford; and son: Daniel 
Haynes. Survivors include 
her sons: Steven (Amy) 
Bradford and Tony (Cindy) 
Bradford; grandchildren: 
Liberty, Sarah, Paige, 
Caitlen, and Addy; four 
great grandchildren; 
brothers: Ricky Phillips 
and Jerry Phillips. A 
memorial service will 
be held at a later date.

John Edwin Carter, 87
Celebration of Life Service 
for John Edwin Carter, 
age 87 of Cullman, will be 
at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Sept. 21, 2022, at Camp 
Meadowbrook with 
James Fields officiating; 
Visitation will be 
from 1-2 p.m. at Camp 
Meadowbrook. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements. 
John Edwin Carter, 87, 
passed away Sept. 16, 2022, 
peacefully surrounded 
by his family. Mr. Carter 
was a poultry farmer in 
the Berlin community 
and retired from Gold 
Kist and the Cullman Co 
School Board. He was 

also an avid Alabama fan. 
Mr. Carter was preceded 
in death by his parents: 
John “Bus” and Idessa 
Carter; sons: Jon Carter 
and Scott Carter. He was 
survived by his wife of 64 
years: Barbara Nell Moore 
Carter; son: Kevin (Angie) 
Carter; daughters: Maria 
(Paul) Talley and Kim 
(Curt) Young; son: Daniel 
(Anastasia) Johnson; 
grandchildren: Jeremy 
Carter, Blake Carter, 
Maegan Carter, Sandy 
Talley Gordon, Katy Talley 
Hadley, Griffin Carter, 
Abby Young, Sadie Young, 
Adelaide Johnson and 
Kassiani Johnson; and 
10 great grandchildren.

Martin Wayne Bryan, 77
Funeral service for Martin 
Wayne Bryan, 77, of the 
Sardis community will be 
at 2 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 20, 
2022, at Sardis #2 Baptist 
Church with interment in 
the adjoining cemetery.  
Bro. Chris Bartlett and 
Bro. William McClellan 
will officiate.  The family 
will receive friends at the 
church one hour prior 
to the service.  Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the Bryan family. 
Wayne passed away 
Friday, Sept. 16, 2022, at 
his residence.  He was born 
April 21, 1946, to Wesley 
Marion and Alma Beatrice 
Gober Bryan.  He was a 
member of Emeus Baptist 
Church and member of 
the Masonic Lodge at 
West Point.  Wayne loved 
his wife and two children 
and grandchildren.  
He loved to take his 
grandsons hunting and 
watching them play ball.  
He also loved his tractor 
and to garden.  He was a 
hardworking man who 
never hesitated to help 
others in need.  He will be 
missed by many.  He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents; brothers: Huston 
Bryan, Marvin ‘Doc’ 
Bryan, Charlie Bryan, 

Calvin Bryan, Alvin Bryan, 
Chamlous Bryan; sisters: 
Grace Parker, Mary Nell 
Thompson, Ara Waters. 
Survivors include his wife 
of 60 years: Nancy Turner 
Bryan; son: Timothy 
Wayne (Debra) Bryan; 
daughter: Rhonda Delene 
Bryan; sister: Orlene 
Bartlett; grandchildren: 
Wesley (Trish) Bryan, 
Jake (Haley) Bryan, 
Chris (Kristin) Bartlett, 
Jeremy (Andria) Bartlett; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n : 
Madalynn, Malachiah, 
Judah, Ettagrace Bartlett, 
Michael, Lacey, Kole, 
Jacee, Krystin and Ashton 
Bartlett, Triton, Peyton, 
Jaxon, Emma, Bella, 
Myah Bryan; great-great 
grandson: Bryson Bartlett; 
and a host of family and 
friends. Pallbearers will 
be Tim Bryan, Wesley 
Bryan, Jeremy Bartlett, 
Michael Bartlett, Keith 
Bryan, Jake Bryan, 
Gary Bartlett, Kenneth, 
Bryan, Cole Bartlett.

Marvin Dale Trussell, 59
Marvin Dale Trussell, of 
Cullman, Alabama, passed 
away Sept. 17, 2022. He was 
born in Cullman County, 
Alabama, on Sept. 16, 1963, 
to James Clifton Trussell 
and Catherine Louise 
Akers Trussell Thornton. 
Mr. Trussell was 59 at the 
time of his passing. Marvin 
and his late wife, Barbara, 
were members of Bethel 
Baptist Church and he was 
also a member of the Holly 
Pond High School Class of 
1982. Mr. Trussell enjoyed 
fishing, and he loved 
listening to Classic Rock 
music as well as the Blues. 
Mavin was extremely 
talented, and his love of old 
cars was apparent in the 
time and skill he dedicated 
to the restoration of many 
vehicles. Mr. Trussell 
worked for Paul Atkins 
Hotrods and Interiors 
for 35 years as a custom 
car interior specialist, 
only retiring as his health 

declined. Mr. Trussell’s 
passion for the industry 
as well as his talent will 
be missed, as will the 
friendships he had with 
many people. Marvin’s 
family was very important 
to him as well. He will 
be missed greatly by 
his family and by many 
dear friends. Marvin is 
preceded in death by his 
parents: James Clifton 
Trussell and Catherine 
Louise Akers Trussell 
Thornton; as well as his 
wife: Barbara Trussell. Mr. 
Trussell is survived by his 
son: Jeff Dixon (Tessa); 
brothers: James Trussell 
(Barbara), Charles 
Thornton (Christina 
Gardner); sister: Mary 
Walker (Stewart); dear 
friends: Paul Atkins 
(Laurel), Terry Lynn, 
Bo Giddens, Dalton 
Lynn; a host of nieces 
and nephews; and many 
cherished friends. Funeral 
services for Mr. Trussell 
were 3 p.m., Monday, Sept. 
19, 2022, in the chapel 
of Holly Pond Funeral 
Home, Bro. Wayne Wisner 
officiating. Burial followed 
in Union Grove Cemetery. 
Friends were invited to 
visit with the family an 
hour prior to services, 
from 2 p.m., until services 
began. Holly Pond Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Trussell family.

Ethelene Jochum-
Powell, 92
A graveside service for 
Ethelene Jochum-Powell 
of Hanceville was at 11 a.m. 
Monday, Sept. 19 at Trinity 
Lutheran Cemetery in 
Hanceville. Reverend 
Jimmy Aaron officiated. 
Visitation for the public 
was from 6-8 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 18 at Hanceville 
Funeral Home. Mrs. 
Powell was born April 18, 
1930, in Cullman County to 
the late Homer and Katie 
Sullins. She died at the 
age of 92 at her residence 
in Hanceville on Sept. 16, 

2022. Survivors include 
her three children: Shirley 
(Jimmy) Aaron, Charles 
Ray “Buck” (Jean) Hudson 
and Martha Jean “Lucy” 
Carnell; 12 grandchildren; 
many great grandchildren; 
two sisters: Imogene 
Pennington and Louise 
Evans; and a brother: 
Frank Sullins. In addition 
to her parents, Mrs. Powell 
was preceded in death 
by her late husbands: 
Louie Jochum and A.C. 
Powell; son: Marion 
Jochum; daughter-in-
law: Karen Jochum; and 
siblings: Lily Whaley, 
Annie Shugart, Emma 
Ruth Davis, Joe Sullins, 
David Sullins, Junior 
Sullins and Ernie Sullins. 

Efren Lopez Cordova, 41
Efren Lopez Cordova, age 
41, of Cullman, Alabama 
passed away Thursday, 
Sept. 15, 2022, at Cullman 
Regional Medical Center. 
Efren was born June 8, 
1981, in Puebla, Mexico. 
Efren is survived by 
his wife: Vicky Torres; 
parents: Jose Lopez 
Hidalgo and Ernestina 
Cordova Casiano; stepson: 
Marco (Brillitzi) Torres; 
stepdaughter: Perla 
(Belarmino Marcelo) 
Martinez; grandchildren: 
Alex Marcelo, Naomi 
Marcelo, Adrian Torres 
and Mia Torres; his sister: 
Veronica Lopez; and his 
brothers: Jose Lopez, 
Juan Lopez and Martin 
Lopez. A rosary will be 
said on Thursday, Sept. 
22, 2022, at 5 p.m. at Moss 
Service Funeral Home. 
The family will receive 
friends on Thursday from 
5:30-8 p.m. Efren Lopez 
Cordova, de 41 años, 
de Cullman, Alabama, 
falleció el jueves 15 de 
septiembre de 2022 en el 
Centro Médico Regional 
de Cullman. Efrén nació 
el 8 de junio de 1981 en 
Puebla, México. A Efrén 
le sobreviven su esposa: 
Vicky Torres; padres: José 

López Hidalgo y Ernestina 
Córdova Casiano; hijastro: 
Marco (Brillitzi) Torres; 
hijastra: Perla (Belarmino 
Marcelo) Martínez; nietos: 
Alex Marcelo, Naomi 
Marcelo, Adrian Torres y 
Mia Torres; su hermana: 
Verónica López; y sus 
hermanos: José López, 
Juan López y Martín 
López. Se rezará un rosario 
el jueves 22 de septiembre 
de 2022 a las 5 p.m. en 
Moss Service Funeral 
Home. La familia recibirá 
a los amigos el jueves 
de 17:30 a 20:00 horas. 

Hillard AC Williams, 94
Hillard AC Williams, 94, 
of Arkadelphia passed 
away Saturday, Sept. 17, 
2022, surrounded by his 
loving family. He was 
born Feb. 2, 1928. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents: Sidney and 
Viola Williams; wife: Tiny 
Williams; son: Mitchell 
Williams; granddaughter: 
Cindy Peed; brothers: 
John Williams and Burg 
Williams; sisters: Dean 
Tucker and Louise Tubbs; 
and son-in-law: Doug 
Smith. He is survived 
by his daughters: Susan 
Donaldson, Shelia (Wolf ) 
Banks and Mechelle 
Williams; grandchildren: 
Chris Peed, Jeremy 
(Cortney) Peed, Brett 
(Laressa) Johnson, Zach 
(Kassy) Johnson, Kayla 
(Adam) McKinnon, Josh 
(Shannon) Denney, Blake 
Denney and Andrea 
Williams Regas; 21 great 
grandchildren; sisters-
in-law, Lawana Early 
and Clothell Williams 
and a host of nieces, 
nephews, other family 
and friends. Visitation 
will be Sunday, Sept. 18, 
2022, from 5-8 p.m. at 
Moss Service Funeral 
Home. The funeral service 
will be Monday, Sept. 19, 
2022, at 11 a.m. at Moss 
Service Funeral Home 
Chapel, burial will follow 
in Rice’s Chapel Cemetery.

Sara Gladney
sara@cullmantribune.com

Superhero Fire (from Front)

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Su-
perhero Fire, an event orga-
nized by Karen Cook of Cook 
Ministries to bring nonprof-
its together to support those 
struggling with mental health 
issues, took place Saturday at 
the Hanceville Civic Center. 
	 Cook Ministries is a faith-
based organization dedicated 
to restoring mental health 
through recovery programs 
focused on addiction, sub-
stance abuse, depression and 
suicidal ideation. With Su-
perhero Fire, Cook wanted to 
expand her mission of recov-
ery to include more organi-
zations that cover every area 
in which an individual may 
need assistance.
	 The event featured 23 
organizations that special-
ize in one of four categories: 
suicide prevention, human 
trafficking, domestic violence 
or addiction recovery. 
	 Keynote speaker Lacy 
Tolar of Rescue 1 Global 
spoke about her experience 
working with human traffick-
ing victims. 
	 “Ninety percent of the 

girls that we deal with in our 
safe houses, the first thing 
we have to do is get them to 
recovery for 30 days because 
they can’t hear me until they 
get to a point where they are 
clean,” she said. “When I 
first came into the world of 
human trafficking, I said to 
myself, ‘This looks like an ad-
diction issue.’” 
	 Tolar spoke about the 
interconnectedness of each 
of the categories covered by 
the attending organizations, 
saying,  “Most of this (human 
trafficking) happens to 
people who are already vul-
nerable because of poverty, 
domestic violence, addition 
issues, abuses in their past.”
	 She said many human 
trafficking survivors will 
continue to compound their 
trauma because they will not 
have a place of safety avail-
able to rest and heal. 
	 “Yes, some of it is their 
own bad choices. We’re all the 
sum of our own bad choic-
es, but that does not have 
to define us or their future. 
What we do is we look at the 
victims of human trafficking 
and those that have made bad 
choices and look at them and 

say, ‘You are a priceless trea-
sure, made in the image of 
God.’ That’s the only reason 
people like Karen and I can 
get up every morning and 
keep doing the things that we 
do, because it’s not fun and 
it’s not pretty,” she said. “It’s 
dirty and it’s uncomfortable. 
But we understand that we 
serve something greater.”
	 The organizations at 
the event, many of which 
are local to the area, had the 
chance to network and pro-
vide valuable information 
to. Organizations included 
Alabama Teen Challenge 
(Hayden), Alabama Suicide 
Prevention & Resource Co-
alition (ASPARC), Cullman 
Re-Entry Addiction Assis-
tance (CREAA), Cook Min-
istries, the Cullman County 
Human Trafficking Task 
Force, the Cullman County 
Sheriff’s Office, Domestic 
Violence Crisis Services 
of Marshall County, Dove 
Renew You/ Arise Coffee Co., 
Duty to Render Aid, Hope 
Filled Rooms (Birmingham), 
the North Alabama Human 
Trafficking Task Force, Our 
Father’s House Ministries 
(Gadsden), Redeemed Minis-

tries (Blountsville), Rescue 1 
Global, Restoration Counsel-
ing Services, Sleep in Heav-
enly Peace (Hartselle), The 

Crossing, The Lighthouse, 
The Pathfinder (Huntsville), 
Victim Services of Cullman, 
Wal-Mart Heart and Well-

Stone (Cullman).
	 Find out more about 
Cook Ministries at www.
cook-ministries.com. 

Cullman EMS Director James Curtis, Rescue 1 Global Founder Lacy Tolar and Karen Cook 
of Cook Ministries pose for a photo Saturday, Sept. 17, at the Superhero Fire event.

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Chambers (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Cham-
bers Farm and Garden Supply 
held its second annual fall 
festival Saturday, continuing 
its effort to bring the com-
munity and its customers 
together.
	 Judy Snead of Snead’s 
Farmhouse was an orga-
nizer of the event, which 
had a strong turnout for its 
first year and an even bigger 
showing this year. 
	 In all, 63 vendors set up 

booths with arts and crafts 
and food items for sale.
	 There were plenty of 
kids’ activities, including face 
painting, bounce houses and 
a balloon artist.
	 Eight different vendors 
brought animals to create a 
petting zoo with pigs, goats, 
ducks and chickens.
	 Most of the vendors who 
participated in the festival 
are customers and support-
ers of Chambers. 
	 Owner Chris Chambers 
spoke about the inspiration 
for the event, saying, “This is 

just something for the com-
munity to do and for us to 
give back and do like a cus-
tomer appreciation day. Our 
customers support us, and we 
wouldn’t be able to do it with-
out them.”
	 Live music was per-
formed by Chuck Carpenter, 
who also teaches at Tony’s 
School of Music. 
	 Snead deemed the event 
a success, smiling, “We had 
more animals this year, and 
we hope to expand with an-
imals next year. We had a 
great turnout.”

SARA GLADNEY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE




