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West Elementary hosts Rapid-
Deploy Safe Room System demo

Tiffany McKoy

tsmckoy@@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — KT Se-
curity Solutions on Monday
hosted a demonstration of
its Rapid-Deploy Safe Room
System at West Elementa-
ry School. The system is a
functional whiteboard that

can be customized to fit any
classroom and expands into
a fold-out room in under 10
seconds. It serves as a pro-
tective shield against ballistic
threats and severe weather.
Two have already been in-
stalled in classrooms at West
Elementary.

In attendance were Sen.

Garlan Gudger, R-Cullman;
Congressman Robert Ader-
holt, R-Alabama; Alabama
State Department of Edu-
cation Superintendent Dr.
Eric Mackey; Cullman City
Schools Superintendent Kyle
Kallhoff; Cullman Police
Chief David Nassetta; West
Elementary Prin- » PAGE 8
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KT Security Solutions Owner Kevin Thomas with
West Elementary School teacher Hali Marquette
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Pictured left to right are, (back row) Clayton Gary, Lacy Twilley and Lydia
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Twilley; (middle row) Sophia Slusser and Ellanora Slusser; (first row)

arboretum accredltatlon
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Master Gardeners and other nature enthusiasts gathered
Monday morning, March 13, 2023, at Sportsman
Lake's Wildflower Garden with the Alabama Forestry
Commission's Mary Claire Smith.
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Tips from law enforcement to
thwart catalytic converter thieves
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2 COMMUNITY MATTERS — LOCAL

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported March 13

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below
are the arrests and incidents
reported March 13, 2023. All
persons are innocent until
proven guilty.

GJ =grand jury; FTA = failure
to appear

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE
INCIDENTS
March 9
¢ assault; CR1246
¢ domestic violence; CR
461
¢ harassment; CR933
e dogbite; CR 1490
e theft of property; CR 1859
¢ domesticviolence; CR 813
e using false identity to
avoid arrest; CR 1598
¢ harassment; Day Gap Rd.
e possession of marijuana;
possession of drug parapher-
nalia; CR19
¢ domestic violence; CR
796
e possession of marijuana;
High School Rd.
¢ theft of property; CR 703
¢ possession of drug para-
phernalia; I-65 SB at MM 297

March 10

¢ domestic violence; CR
1763

e attempt to elude police
officer; CR 216

¢ domestic violence; CR
1210

e reckless endangerment;
stalking; CR 437

e theft of property; CR 38

March 11

¢ domestic violence; CR
806

¢ harassment; CR 793

e theft of property; Hwy.
278 E

e theft of property; CR 463
e possession of drug para-
phernalia; Hwy. 91

* possession of dangerous
drugs; possession of marijua-
na; CR 431

e trespassing; CR1225

March 12

¢ possession of controlled
substance; Hwy. 69 S

¢ domestic violence; CR
1150

¢ domestic violence; CR

1059

¢ criminal mischief; tres-
passing; theft of property;
Hwy. 31

e trespassing; Good Hope
School Rd.

e menacing; criminal mis-
chief; Hwy. 69 S.

ARRESTS

March 9 -12

Chappell, Samantha E.; 24

e FTA- assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family

Hunkeapillar, Hunter G.; 29
e Probation Revoked- forg-
ery-counterfeiting (2 counts)
¢ Probation Revoked- lar-
ceny/theft-miscellaneous
$500 less than $1,500

Lindsey, Joseph C.; 34
* larceny/theft-shoplifting
less than $500

Masters, Cassie S.; 24
¢ assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

McLain, Evann C.; 32
¢ possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Moody, Brian K.; 31

e using false identity to
avoid arrest/hinder prosecu-
tion

Whitlock, Trey M.; 34
e assault-domestic-simple
assault-family

Williams, Willard S.; 44
e contributing to delin-
quency of minor

Williams, Willard S.; 44

« FTA- assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family

e possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

e FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia-1st offense

e  possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

e FTA-DUI (alcohol)

Borden Jr., Stanley R.; 49

e FTA- using false identity
to avoid arrest/hinder prose-
cution

Bowles, Patrick; 25
e criminal trespass

Brown, David O.; 36

¢ FTA- larceny/theft-mis-
cellaneous theft $500 less
than $1,500

Campbell, Terry D.; 58
e assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Davis, Michael C.; 34

* FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia-1st offense

¢ FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Freeman, Dustin L.; 29
e Probation Violation- as-
sault-aggravated assault
¢ Probation Violation- pos-
session of burglary tools

Freeman, Sarah M.; 18

* possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

¢ possession of dangerous
drugs

Gibbs, Heather H.; 49
e DUI (alcohol)

Graveman, Amy M.; 45
e publicintoxication

Hall, Zachary S.; 55

* possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

e possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

e possession of dangerous
drugs

Haynes, Jeremy A.; 35

e Probation Violation- as-
sault-aggravated assault fam-
ily-strong arm

Link, Sommer A.; 42
¢ FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Linn, Rachel A.; 39

e Bail Jumping-2nd
degree- possession of danger-
ous drugs

Lucas, Richard A.; 33
e possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense

Moises Jr., Gallo; 40

¢ FTA- driving while sus-
pended, revoked, or cancelled
e FTA- improper pass on
right

Nash, Angela M.; 28

e FTA- assault-child
abuse-simple-family 2
counts)

Parker, Krystal Ann Slate
E.; 39

¢ FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia-1st offense

e FTA- possession of dan-

gerous drugs

Quick, Jeffery D.; 45
e FTA- expired license

Reel, Lorrie L.; 35
¢ assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Richardson, Daniel; 42
e FTA- driving while sus-
pended

Stallings, Alyssa M.; 25
e FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Strickland, Trey M.; 22

e Bail Jumping-2nd
degree- possession of drug
paraphernalia-1st offense

e Bail Jumping-2nd
degree- possession of danger-
ous drugs

Tedder, Howard; 45
e FTA- negotiating worth-
less instrument

Walker, Joey V.; 25

¢ FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia-1st degree (2
counts)

* FTA- possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree

* FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Whitlock, Trey M.; 34

e Probation Violation- ob-
structing  police-rendering
false alarm

Wise, Lisa D.; 51

e FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia-1st offense (4
counts)

* possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

¢ FTA- possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree

» possession of dangerous
drugs

* FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs (2 counts)

e FTA- receiving stolen
property less than $500

e FTA- driving while sus-
pended, revoked or canceled

Yates, Donna J.; 28

¢ FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia-1st offense

e FTA- promote prison
contraband (drugs)

* FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

INCIDENTS

March 10

e duty upon striking unat-
tended vehicle; person; Cher-
okee Ave. SW; damage to 2019
Toyota Sienna; $500

e theft of property-4th
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157;
miscellaneous; $327

e theft of property-4th
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157;
general merchandise; $381

¢ unauthorized use of vehi-
cle; person

e criminal trespass-3rd
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157

March 11
e criminal trespass-3rd
degree; Boatright Apart-

ments; Hickory Ave. SW

¢ domestic  violence-3rd
degree-harassment; person;
McNabb Dr. SW

e theft of property-4th
degree; person; tag
e theft of property-3rd

degree; person; cash; $1,000
e theft of property-4th
degree; person; Olive St. SW;
cash

e theft of property-4th
degree; Wal-Mart; Olive St.
SW; general merchandise;
$80

March 12

e assault-3rd degree; ha-
rassment; person; Hwy. 157

e unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; person;
10th Ave. SE; cash

e criminal trespass-2nd
degree; Wal-Mart; Olive St.
SW

e theft of property-4th
degree; person; tag; $100

o theft of property-3rd
degree; Wal-Mart; Olive St.
SW; general merchandise;
$763

ARRESTS

March 10 - 12
Golladay, Jacob W.; 20
« DUI

e attempt to elude

Hall, Zachary S.; 55

* possession/receiving
controlled substance

e possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

McCormack, Ethan D.; 29
e criminal trespass-3rd
degree

Wolford, Ayla E.; 30
e criminal trespass-3rd

MARCH 14, 2023

degree

Davis, JoshuaL.; 34

¢ FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

¢ FTA- fail to register vehi-
cle (2 counts)

¢ FTA- insurance violation
¢ FTA- expired tag

e FTA- driving while re-
voked

Fitzgerald II, Alan R.; 42
¢ criminal trespass-3rd
degree

Nash, Angela M.; 28
¢ FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Whitaker, Jacob K.; 46

¢ chemical endangerment
of child

¢ possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

¢ possession of drug para-
phernalia

Quick, Jeffery D.; 45

¢ FTA- public intoxication
¢ FTA- insurance violation
¢ FTA- driving while sus-
pended

Lucas, Richard A.; 33
¢ FTA- possession of drug

paraphernalia

Brown, David O.; 36

¢ theft of property-4th
degree
e criminal trespass-3rd
degree

Wise, Lisa D.; 51

¢ FTA- possession of drug
paraphernalia (3 counts)

¢ FTA- insurance violation
¢ FTA- driving while re-
voked

¢ FTA-harassment

Guthery, Kenneth S.; 46
¢ theft of property-3rd
degree

Woods, Jamie L.; 44
¢ FTA- driving without li-
cense (2 counts)

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT
No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Tips (from Front)

Lauren Estes
lauren@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — With the
recent rash of catalytic con-
verter thefts across Cullman
County, the Cullman County
Sheriff’s Office and Cullman
Police Department want res-
idents to know how to keep
their vehicles safe.

“The key to safety starts
with simply locking your
doors and making your ve-
hicle seem less desirable to
criminals,” Cullman County
Sheriff Matt Gentry said.

“If they want in your ve-
hicle bad enough, they can
break the window. Make
them. Do not make it easy for
them. There is a good chance

they will move on and find
another target. Also make
sure to leave nothing visible.
Keep everything out of sight
when you get out of the ve-
hicle. Do not leave valuables
out where anyone can walk
by and see them.

“This should include
chargers/cords to your valu-
ables. If those items are vis-
ible, criminals will assume
the valuable items are hidden
inside.”

Gentry also said to be
aware that people can be
watching as you exit your ve-
hicle.

“Conceal items prior to
parking your vehicle; poten-
tial thieves may be watch-
ing in the parking lot as you

move all your valuables to the
trunk,” he said.

“Also, park safely, not
conveniently. Park where it
is well lit, highly visible, well
traveled and free from obvi-
ous obstructions. This will
make it difficult for criminals
to act without being seen -
this includes those wanting
to crawl underneath the ve-
hicle to remove the catalytic
convertor.”

According to Cullman
Police Department Public
Relations  Officer Adam
Clark, catalytic converter
replacements are more than
$1,500 in most cases.

“Thieves are looking for
an easy grab and won’t want
to deal with breaking and en-

tering or getting into a con-
fined space,” Clark said.

“If the garage isn’t an
option at the home, parking
in the driveway close to the
home makes it more intim-
idating for thieves to ap-
proach, knowing that there’s
a real possibility that they’ll
appear on a security or door-
bell camera at the home or
homes nearby. Lighting is
also critical.

“Darkness and shadows
invite thieves to come closer
without danger of detection,
while light makes the home
inhospitable to criminals,
so providing ample lighting
overnight can make a home
safer overall.”

Another option, accord-

ing to Clark, is purchasing
and installing a catalytic
converter anti-theft device to
make it harder to steal.

“Catalytic converter theft
isaquick process, so anything
owners can do to make it take
longer or be a bigger hassle
is likely to send the thieves
elsewhere,” Clark said.

“Having the converter
welded into place or weld-
ing the bolts so they cannot
be turned makes it far more
difficult to pull off. Drivers
can also consider adding a
catalytic converter shield or
catalytic converter anti-theft
device.

“Several companies have
responded to the increase
in thefts by producing af-

ter-market devices that can
secure and protect a catalytic
converter, making it difficult
or impossible to remove.

“Some of these devices
resemble a cage that sur-
rounds the converter and a
part of the vehicle’s frame,
while others look more like a
panel that has to be removed
with different tools than the
thief has likely brought with
them.”

If you see suspicious ac-
tivity or have items stolen
from your property, report
it to the Cullman Police De-
partment at 256-734-1434,
Cullman County Sheriff’s
Office at 256-734-0342 or
Hanceville Police Depart-
ment at 256-352-9811.

Program (from Front)

Gail Crutchfield
Wallace State

HANCEVILLE, Ala. —
Nursing students at Wallace
State Community College in
Hanceville have been taking
advantage of a new appren-
ticeship opportunity that
allows them to earn a salary
while training for a career
in health care. The college
launched the program this
year with the Alabama Office
of Apprenticeship and six
employee partners.

The six employer part-
ners currently are Barfield
Healthcare/Rehab Select,
Huntsville Hospital, Marshall
Medical Centers, Marshall
Manor Nursing and Rehab,
Riverview Regional Medical
Center and South Hampton
Nursing and Rehab.

Around a dozen Wallace
State Nursing students are
taking part in the apprentice-
ship program. Students are
eligible for the program after
completing their first semes-
ter of nursing classes. The
apprenticeship adds no time
to the student’s program re-
quirements and allows them
to be paid while completing
their clinical rotations.

“The Department of
Nursing Education is excit-
ed to offer another option
to support nursing students
in fulfilling their dreams of
a nursing career,” said De-
partment Chair Deborah
“Pepper” Hoover. “The ap-
prentices have an opportuni-
ty to become acquainted with
one employer in a unique
relationship. This is the first
time that students have been

financially compensated
while doing clinical hours.”

“The opportunity to have
a nurse apprentice permit...
this is the first in the nation,”
said Megan Smith of the Al-
abama Office of Apprentice-
ship. “We’re the only state in
the nation who has that piece.
And that permit allows you to
continue what you've learned
in school and clinicals while
youre at work. You can get
paid for your clinical hours
and for your work hours.”

“If employers didn’t buy
in on this we wouldn’t be
here,” said Michael Bridier
of the Alabama Office of Ap-
prenticeship. “Every time
that you see an apprentice-
ship program in the nation,
it’s led by the employers, so a
big thanks to you.”

“We are excited to launch

the nursing apprenticeship
program,” said Jessica Mec-
Clendon of Marshall Medi-
cal Centers. “We’re happy to
partner with Wallace on this.
We will pay for anything a
student’s scholarships and
grants don’t pay for, so all
their expenses will be cov-
ered while they’re in nursing
school.”

Wallace State Nursing
offers multiple pathways for
students seeking a career in
nursing. Its traditional path-
way offers a practical nursing
certificate at the completion
of the first three semesters
and an associate degree in
nursing at the completion of
the final two semesters. The
program also offers a joint
enrollment program with
UAB School of Nursing that
allows students to concur-

rently pursue both an associ-
ate degree from WSCC and a
bachelor’s degree from UAB.
Mobility options are avail-
able in both the traditional
and joint enrollment path-
ways for certain credentialed
health care professionals
who wish to become a nurse.

Applications for the Fall
2023 semester will be accept-
ed from March 15 through
May 15. Visit www.wallaces-
tate.edu/nursing for more
information.

Wallace State Nursing
has twice been designated as
Center of Excellence in Nurs-
ing Education by the Nation-
al League for Nursing.

For more information
about the Nursing Ap-
prenticeship program and
others at Wallace State,
contact Christina Holmes at
256-352-8120 or christina.
holmes@wallacestate.edu
or visit wwwwallacestate.
edu/careerdevelopment/stu-
dents.

Steele Orchard

Apples on sale now! Various varieties
Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday 9-4

256-734-5249 1695 County Road 1141, Cullman
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Calling All Young Singers!
Cullman Community Young
Singers (CCYS) is looking for
YOU! All young singers éges
8-15) are invited to join us
on Tuesday afternoons from
3:30-4:45 at the Little House
at Art Park, 1031 Second St.
SW in Cullman. No auditions,
just come for a fun afternoon
of learning music from po
to classical styles. We will
rehearse and prepare to per-
form at a varietz{ of events in
and around the Cullman com-
munity. Bring your friends-
we will have music and every-
thing you need to get started!
For more information, text or
email Miss Cindy at 256-338-
4404, cindypass22@gmail.
com. CCYS is sponsored by
Cullman Parks, Recreation &
Sports Tourism.

Baileyton Bar%ain Days

+ First and third Saturday
of each month from 8 a.m.-1
p.m. at the old Baileyton fire
station next to the town’s park
* Beauty and health products,
toys, home goods, pet items,
food and many everyday items
* A donation of $20 will allow
a shopper to fill up a bag, and
for $40 a shopper can fill a
large box. Some of the items
of greater value will require a
larger donation. There will be
some restrictions and product
limits on the items. Cash and
checks accepted.

¢ Proceeds will be used for
park improvements and cap-
ital improvements for the
town.

Alcoholics Anonymous

The Grace of God group of Al-
coholics Anonymous has open
AA meetings (all are wel-
come) Mondays and Thurs-
days from 7-8 p.m. at the
Carriage House, located next
to Grace Episcopal Church,
305 Arnold St. NE Cullman.
Contact phone numbers: 256-
347-1097, 256-841-2209 or
256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit Life
Church of GOD

+ Spirit Life Church of GOD,
1650 St. Joseph Dr. NW, Cull-
man

» Mondays-Fridays- Free hot
meals for children Mondays
11 a.m.- noon, Tuesdays 1-2
p.m. and Wednesdays-Fridays
11 a.m.-noon. Cullman Hous-
ing Authority Community
Center 1545 Vine Circle SW.
Please call Kristie 256-636-
5362 for more information.
Eat in or take out. Sponsored
by Kids Loving Kids, Raising
Arrows Ministry and Spirit
Life Church.

* Kids Loving Kids Birthday
Blessings serves children
ages 1-18 in need of assistance
to celebrate their birthdays.
Register ﬁour child and pick
up a birthday box with cake
mix, icing, sprinkles, decora-
tions and toys! Pickup is the
last weekend of the month.
Saturday (5100 Curry High-
way Suite 100-B Jasper, AL
35504) from 3-5 p.m. or the
last Sunday of the month at
Spirit Life Church Cullman
from 12:30-1 p.m.  Birth
certificate is required at the
time of box pickup. Regis-
ter at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. For
more information, text or call
205-717-7478.

» Wednesday, March 15 - 7
p.m. Children, youth, and
adult “RULES of ENGAGE-
MENT,” Bible Study Classes.
Free pizza for children at 6:30
p.m. Van runs in the 5 Points
Area at 6 p.m. Call 256-841-
2060 for pickup.

* Friday, March 17 - 7 p.m. Re-
covery Ministry - Fellowship
& Testimonies. Hurts, habits
and hang-ups are a part of
everyone’s life. Come and see
how to overcome these and
more! For those who want to
get together before class bring
adish, dessert or drink @ 6:30
p.m. for a dpotluck meal. Nurs-
ery provided.

+ Saturday, March 18 - Drive-
through food bank from 9-11

am,
+ Sunday, March 19 - 8-9 a.m.
Prayer Group - Join Kevin
and Pastor Bobby Sunday to
pray for our church, nation
and for those who need Salva-
tion and deliverance at 8 a.m.
and also join Teresa Pritchard
at 9 a.m. in the prayer room to

pray for our church, nation,
and for those who need Salva-
tion and deliverance

+ Sunday, March 19 - 9 a.m.
Van runs in the 5 Points
Area. Call 256-841-2060 for
pickup. Breakfast @ 9:30
am. Bible study classes for
children, youth and adults
@ 10 a.m. Adult class 11 a.m.
AL. Adult & Teen Challenge.
Community Lunch following
church service. All welcome!

Alcoholics Anonymous

Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cullman
First Church of the Nazarene,
5415 Alabama Highway 157.

CLOSED literature study.
Handicap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds Sen-
sib(ljy) Meetings

Fridays, 9:30-11 am., at

Cullman Housing Authority
Community Center (1545
Vine Circle SW, Cullman, AL
35055). The first meeting is
free. TOPS, a national pro-
gram, is a hands-on/pounds-
off approach to weight loss
and management through
weekly meetings providing
information, accountability,
support and encouragement
where you make the changes
that make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON Group
Meetings

The NAR-ANON family
group meetings are a world-
wide fellowship for those
affected by someone else’s
addiction. We offer Help
by sharing our experiences,
strength and hope. We carry
the message of hope by letting
others know that they are
not alone by practicing the
12 Steps of NAR-ANON and
changing our own attitudes.
We Respect Your Anonymity.
Our program is not a religious
one, but a spiritual way of life.
Meetings will be held at The
Ruehl Building (Family Life
Center of St. John’s Church)
Tuesday evenings at 6 p.m.
Contact Jamie Weathersby
Smith 256-708-7122 or Don
or Nancy McKenzie 256-736-
3327 or 256-736-3470 for
more information.

Master’s Hand Food Pantry
at The Link

¢ 708 Ninth St. SE, Cullman,
AL 35055

* Tuesday and Thursday 9
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

* Closed for lunch noon-1
p.m.

Holly Pond Homemakers
Meeting

Tuesday, March 14, at 1 p.m.
at the Event Center. Hostess-
es will be Brenda Scott and
Deanie Walker. Program will
be on senior travel opportu-
nities.

Veteran and Beginning
Farmer Series: How to
Sell Your Farm, Garden or
Kitchen Products to the
Public

Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m. at
the North Alabama A(%riplex.
Free. Helpful input and advice
from experienced farmers
and market sellers will be
provided for the attendees
to make the most out of their
produce. Contact Tony Glover
to register by email at glove-
ta@aces.edu or by calling
205-568-0005.

Cullman Educator Retirees
Association Meeting
Thursday, March 16, at 11 a.m.
at Stone Bridge Farms. Our
program will be to remember
and honor Cullman educa-
tors who passed during 2022,
followed by lunch and fellow-
ship. We invite educators and
family members of the hon-
orees to join us. Questions?
Email mjcjcera@gmail.com.

Fairview High School Class
0f1963 Meeting

Friday, March 17, at 1 p.m. at
the Golden Corral in Cull-
man. The group will meet in
one of the reserved rooms in
the back of the restaurant.
The 60th anniversary class
reunion will be June 16, 2023,
at the Golden Corral. We will
meet at 1 p.m. For more in-
formation call Joyce Marie
Williams Rodgers at 256-
339-3451.

Inaugural Gospel Music

Jubilee

Friday, March 17, 5 p.m.
Northbrook Baptist Church.
The first cancer awareness
event of its kind will benefit
the Cullman County Bosom
Buddies Foundation, a non-
profit  organization  that
provides financial support to
Cullman County residents
battling all types of cancer.
Doors open at 5 p.m. and the
entertainment begins at 6
p.m. St. Bernard Jazz Band
and Unity 4 Quartet are
scheduled to perform and
the evening will feature the
Living Faith Quartet. Advance
tickets are $15 or $20 at the
door. A limited number of
VIP tickets with parking are
available for $25. Tickets can
be purchased at www.Cull-
manBosomBuddies.com or
by visiting Options at 2201
Second Ave. NW or Yates
Christian Bookstore at 1650
Second Ave. SW.

Cullman Women’s League
Auction

Friday, March 17, 6-9 p.m.
Steele Building, The fund-
raising auction will benefit
Brooks’ Place, the Cullman
Regional Foundation, Curt’s
Closet, the Wallace State
Future Foundation, Good Sa-
maritan Health Clinic, Hope
Horses, Knapsacks for Kids,
The Link of Cullman County,
Pilot Light House, Restoring
Women Outreach and the
Cullman Women’s League
Scholarship Fund. Live music
willbe provided bylocal favor-
ite The Overtones and silent
and live auctions will take
place. Tickets are available for
$30 and will include dinner
and two drinks. They can be
purchased at Three Pears,
Southern Accents, White
Willow and TheraPlay. They
may also be purchased from
any active members of the
Cullman Women’s League.

HUGE Book Sale

Saturday, March 18, at 9 a.m.
at the Hanceville Public Li-
brary. All books are 25 cents
or 50 cents.

Hanceville Irish Festival
Saturday, March 18, 9 a.m.-5
p.m. Commercial Street in
downtown Hanceville. This
fun, free annual festival cel-
ebrates Hanceville’s Irish
heritage and music, dancing,
craft vendors and food will
be on-hand. www.facebook.
com/hancevilleirishfest

Fairview Lions Club Soup
and Chili Supper

Friday, March 18, from 4-7
p.m. at Fairview Town Hall,
7525 Alabama Highway 69 N.
Your choice of several kinds
of soup or chili, cornbread or
crackers and a drink for $8.
All proceeds will go to the
Fairview Lions Club project
fund. For more information
call Kita at 256-385-8805 or
William at 256-385-5596.

Pleasant View Missionary
Baptist Singing

Sunday, March 20 at 5 p.m.
The Williamsons from We-
tumpka, Oklahoma, will be
featured guests. The church is
located on U.S. Highway 278,
approximately 2 miles east
0? Holly Pond on the left. For
more information call 256-
796-5986.

Pastor Appreciation Meal
Thursday, March 23, at 6 p.m.
at Northbrook Baptist Church

United Way of Cullman
County Crawfish Boil
Friday, March 24, from 5-7
pm. at Goat Island Brew-
ing. Tickets are on sale now
at  www.uwaycc.org/craw-
fish-boil or at the United Way
office at 304 First Ave. The
deadline to purchase tickets
is Monday, March 20, at mid-
night. For more information,
visit www.uwaycc.org or call
256-739-2948.

Swamp John’s Dinner
Friday, March 31, from 4-7
p.m. at the Simcoe Lodge,
2659 County Road 1545
(Gold Ridge Road), Cullman.
Plates are $14. For more in-
formation call CH. Loyd at
205-706-2556.

Fairview Lions Club Car,
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Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Truck, Tractor and Motor-
cycle Show: Food Vendors
Wanted

Saturday, April 1 at Randall
Shedd Community Park on
Wesley Avenue in Fairview.
We are currently seeking food
vendors to come be with us. If
anPlone is interested, please
call Kita at 256-385-8805
before March 25. Booth rent
will be $50.

Pleasant View Missionary
Baptist Revival

Monday, April 3-Friday, April
8. Services will begin at 7 p.m.
Prayer Band will be at 6:45.
The evangelist will be Brother
Jack Thomason. The church
is located on U.S. Highway
278, approximately 2 miles
east of Holly Pond on the left.
For more information call
256-796-5986.

Senior Egg Hunt
Wednesday, April 5, begin-
ning at 10 a.m. at Sportsman
Lake Park. For ages 55-plus.
Food, fun and fellowship. O
Hampton of Daystar Clliurc
in Good Hope will be speak-
ing.

Kaleb’s 5K Run

Saturday, April 8, 8-11 am.
Depot Park. At 1 year old,
Kaleb Phillips is aspecial little
fighter who, due to a medi-
cal condition, had both feet
amputated. The victorious
tot now has prostheses and
through hard work in physical
therapy is taking steps to a full
and energetic childhood with
his cheerleaders by his side.
Funds raised will go toward
not only Kaleb’s medical ex-
penses, but also to another
family facing similar obsta-
cles. Registration is due by
March 31 and found at www.
runsignup.com/race/AL/
Cullman/Kalebs5KRunwalk.
The 5K run begins at 8 a.m.
and the 1-mile fun run will
startato9.

Links for Literacy Golf
Tournament

Monday, April 10, beginning
at 8 a.m. at Terri Pines Coun-
try Club. Tournament spon-
sorships and team fees benefit
The Link of Cullman County’s
education initiatives. For
more information, call The
Link of Cullman County at
256-775-0028.

2023 Family Expo

Saturday, April 15, from 10
am.-2 pm. at the Cullman
County Agricultural Trade
Center. Benefits the Cullman
County Child Development
Center.

39th Annual Bloomin’ Fes-
tival Arts and Craft Fair

Saturday, April 22 and
Sunday, April 23, 9 am.-4
p.m. The two-day art festival
welcomes 150 artists who
exhibit their work to over
20,000 visitors on the pictur-
esque campus of St. Bernard
Prep School. Recognized
throughout the Southeast as
a must-visit festival, Bloomin’
Fest is a favorite among locals
as well. All proceeds benefit
the operational support of St.
Bernard Preparatory School.
Admission is a donation of
$10; children 12 and younger
get in free. For more informa-
tion visit www.bloominfesti-
val.com or call 256-739-6682.

Relay For Life of Cullman
County’s Party in the Park
Saturday, April 29, 5-10 p.m.
Depot Park. Honoring cancer
survivors, the Party in the
Park will also remember
those who lost their battle
with the disease. Relay For
Life benefits the American
Cancer Society’s research
and services. Enjoy children’s
activities, food trucks and live
music. Visit www.relayforlife.
org/cullmanal to register or
join ateam.

Strawberry Festival
Saturday, May 6, 9 am. Depot
Park. Hosting over 24,000 vis-
itors in one day, the Strawber-
ry Festival was first celebrated
in 1939. The festival features
live music, a large craft show,
fun and games for the whole
family and Cullman’s famous
locally grown strawberries.
This year’s festival will be
headlined by Blues Traveler.

Looking For Help

In Gas Station
Must Be 21 Years and Older

678-755-3313
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West Point pulls away from
Hanceville on the road 10-0

Nick Griffin

nick@cullmantribune.com

HANCEVILLE, Ala. - The
West Point Warriors were
back on the road Friday
night for a county matchup
at Hanceville and after three
scoreless innings, West Point
put three runs on the board
in the fourth, two more in the
fifth and another five runs
in the sixth to pull away and
collect a 10-0 win over the
Bulldogs. Kanaan Sutter got
the start on the mound and
tossed six shutout innings
for the Warriors, allowing
just two hits and striking out

nine.

Sutter went back and
forth with Hanceville’s
Dalton Johnson and Gabe
Ognilla through three score-
less innings but West Point
was able to push some runs
across the plate in the top
half of the fourth.

Colton McCoy reached
first on a dropped third
strike, Bryson Phillips drew
awalk and Sylar Philyaw sin-
gled into left field to load the
bases. Brody Freeman drove
in a run with a ground ball
to third base and two pitches
later, Jay Lamar knocked in
two more runs with an RBI

single up the middle to make
it a 3-0 game.

The Warriors added to
their lead in the fifth with a
two-run double from Phi-
lyaw that made it 5-0 and
they put things away in the
top of the sixth.

Lamar was hit by a pitch
and J.D. Cochran and Andrew
Putman both singled to load
up the bases.

A pair of walks stretched
the West Pointlead to 7-0 and
Phillips drove an RBI single
into right field to make it 8-0.
Boston Freeman scored on a
wild pitch to make it 9-0 and
Phillips successfully stole

home a few pitches later to
put the Warriors in front
10-0 going into the bottom of
the sixth.

Sutter struck out three of
the next four batters he faced
to wrap up a 10-0 road win
for West Point.

Putman and Philyaw
(two RBIs) each finished
with three hits in the win.
Cochran added a pair of hits
and Lamar (one hit) posted a
pair of RBIs.

The Warriors and Bull-
dogs will both be back home
Tuesday night to play Law-
rence County and Oneonta,
respectively.
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West Point's Kanaan Sutter pitched six shutout innings
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in the Warriors' 10-0 win at Hanceville Friday night.

PREP SOFTBALL

‘Always be there for my teammates’: Good Hope’s Haley Lay set for sophomore season

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — The
Good Hope Lady Raiders
posted a record of 12-21 last
season and finished as the
arearunner-up, which earned
them a spot in the Region-
al tournament in Florence.
Sophomore Haley Lay talked
about that season, what all
she learned and what all she
is bringing with her into this
next season.

“I learned a lot from last
season. I played somewhere I
never played before. I started
out as a catcher. It was pretty
good,” Lay said.

“We started out pretty
rough, but we got better to-
wards the end and this year
will definitely be better. I
learned that team effort is
better than your effort and
having confidence.

“Confidence is major. It
was pretty cool getting to
play with this group of girls
last year. I made some new
friends, and I learned a lot
from them. I learned to be

a better team player and to
cheer them on.”

Lay has learned so much
from head coach Tim Tucker
and assistant coaches Phillip
Keef and Skylar Tucker so far
in her softball career.

“At first, they were really
scary. I was really nervous of
them because they were inti-
mating, but towards the end,
they’re really good coaches
and they help a lot. I think
this year is going to be a lot of
fun,” Lay said.

“Ilearned to be tough and
to just flush everything. If I
make a mistake, just get rid of
it”

There will be only one
senior on this year’s team:
Bailey Keef. Lay talked about
what she’s like as a teammate
and what all she taken away
from her so far.

“She’s a really good team-
mate. She’s always there for
the team when we need her.
She’s a great ball player and
she’s just a really good team-
mate. She’s really nice,” she
said.

“I learned how to be a

great teammate and to just
pick everyone up when
they’re down. Always be
there for my teammates.”

Lay worked on some
things in the off-season to
help get ready for the season.
She talked about some goals
that she has set for this
season.

“In the off-season, 1
worked more at shortstop.
I usually work on catching,
but I work more on fielding
and throwing. I’ve done some
workouts just to get better. T
played travel ball. I worked
on hitting, and it went pretty
good,” she said.

“My individual goals are
to be a better shortstop than
I was last year, to have con-
fidence in myself, and to hit
good off the simulator. The
team goals are to win area,
make it to state, win state,
and get better team bonding.”

Lay has been blessed to
play with a great group of
girls so far in her softball
career and talked about what
will make this really special
to watch this year, plus the

growth of this team from last
year until now.

“They’re really fun to be
around and they have a good
team bond. When I'm down,
they pick me up. They pick
you up when you fall. They’re
always there and they’re
really good teammates,” she
said. “What will make us
really special to watch this
year is our effort. We have
really good effort and our at-
titude in the game is pretty
good. We have grown a lot
from last season. Our attitude
from last year until now has
changed tremendously. It’s
awesome.”

Lay talked about her role
models and the best advice
that she’s been given.

“My dad is my biggest role
model. In seventh grade, it
was Tim and Skylar. They're
my biggest role models in
softball because they have
helped me a lot. Bailey’s my
role model too,” she said.
“The best advice that I was
ever given is to flush it. Get it
out of your head and just keep
going.”

Good Hope's Haley Lay

HALEY LAY

PREP BASEBALL

Fairview downs Vinemont at home 12-2, Good Hope, Cold Springs drop Saturday matchups

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

FAIRVIEW, Ala. — The Fair-
view Aggies were back home
at Mark Moore Field Satur-
day to host Vinemont and
they put runs on the board
early and often to collect a
12-2 win over the Eagles.

Crimson Wright got the
start for Fairview, and he re-
tired Vinemont in order on
just eight pitches to start out
the game. The Aggies got on
the scoreboard in their half.
Wright drew a leadoff walk,
then Connor Scott got hit by
the pitch. On a double steal
attempt, Wright got thrown
out at third, but Scott ended
up stealing second. A passed
ball allowed him to move
up to third, and Lucas West
brought him in on an RBI
groundout to give the Aggies
the 1-0 lead.

Fairview would add to
their lead in the bottom of
the second. Carson Jones
drew a one-out walk, then
one out later, Devin Hostetler
got hit by the pitch. Nic Greg-
ory lined a two-run double
to center field to bring home
both runners as the Aggies
padded their lead to 3-0. Fair-
view put up two more runs
in the third inning. West hit
a leadoff triple, then Barrett
York hit an RBI groundout to
make it 4-0. Caden Jennings
would then hit a one-out
double to left field and would
later score on an RBI single
by Caden Barrett to make it
5-0.

After held out without a
hit for the first four innings,
Vinemont would finally get
something going offensive-
ly in the fifth. Rylan McRae
lined a single to center field
for the Eagles’ first hit of the
game, then Jaxon Holcomb
drew a walk. Rush Sandlin
reached on a fielder’s choice

to put runners on first and
second with one out. After a
strikeout, Joshua Rhodes hit
a two-run double to left field
to bring home both Holcomb
and Sandlin to cut it to 5-2.

Fairview promptly ended
things in their half. York got
hit by the pitch, then Jen-
nings hit a double to center
field. Kolt Redding then lined
a two-run double to center
field to make it 7-2.

Later on, with two outs,
Gregory hit an RBI single,
Wright hit an RBI double,
and Scott followed that up
with an RBI single of his own
to push the Aggie lead to 10-2.
After a single by West, back-
to-back RBI singles by York
and Jennings would end up
giving Fairview the 12-2 win
after five innings.

Gregory finished with a
pair of hits and three RBIs
for Fairview (3-7). York and
Redding each added a hit
and a pair of RBIs. Jennings
ended up with three hits and
an RBI. Wright and West each
collected a pair of hits and
an RBI in the game. Barrett
added a hit and an RBI, while
Scott chipped in with a hit
of his own. Wright went the
distance for the Aggies as he
allowed just two hits and two
runs, walked three and struck
out four. For Vinemont (6-6),
Rhodes finished with a hit
and a pair of RBIs, while
McRae added a hit of his own.

Fairview will host St. Clair
County and Vinemont will go
to Locust Fork Tuesday.

Dora 13 - Cold Springs 3
(Baseball)

Dora got things started with
one out as a single was then
followed by an RBI single to
make it 1-0. Later on, a passed
ball and another RBI single
allowed the Bulldogs to plate
two more runs to give them
an early 3-0 lead. Dora added

an RBI single in the second
inning to push their lead to
4-0, then a Cold Springs error
in the fourth inning allowed
the Bulldogs to score a run to
make it 5-0.

The Eagles would get on
the scoreboard in the bottom
of the fourth inning on a solo
home run by Brodee Bartlett
as that cut it to 5-1.

Dora, though, would
answer right back in the top
of the fifth inning as a sacri-
fice fly, later followed by an
RBI double, gave them a 7-1
lead. A two-run double, then
an RBI double, pushed the
Bulldog lead to 10-1. Dora
added two more runs in the
sixth on an RBI double and

an RBI groundout, but Cold
Springs would counter in
their half as they loaded the
bases with two outs. Ethan
Nabors lined a two-run single
to center field to bring home
Cody Smith and Tucker Phil-
beck to make it a 12-3 game.
The Bulldogs added one final
run in the top of the seventh
on an RBI single and Cold
Springs couldn’t mount a
rally in their final at-bats as
they ended up dropping their
game to Dora, 13-3.

Nabors led the way for
Cold Springs (3-6) with a hit
and two RBIs. Bartlett added
ahome run in the game. Phil-
beck ended up with a pair of
hits, while Cole Bales chipped

in with a hit of his own. The
Eagles will host Winston
County Monday.

Danville 1 - Good Hope 0
(Baseball)

Saturday’s game between
Danville and Good Hope
turned into a pitching clinic
between  both  starters.
Through the first five innings,
both teams were only able to
get a combined one hit. The
Hawks, though, was the first
team to crack the run column
first. They got a two-out rally
started in the sixth as a walk
and a single would then lead
to an RBI single to give them
al-0lead. The Raiders looked
to counter in their half as

Brady Stripling hit a one-out
single, then with two outs,
Colten Whatley lined a single
to right field. A strikeout,
though, would end the inning
for Good Hope. The Raiders
couldn’t get anything going
in their final at-bats as they
ended up losing a heartbreak-
er to the Hawks, 1-0.

Whatley, Case Naramore,
and Stripling got the only hits
of the game for Good Hope
(8-5). Naramore went the
distance for the Raiders as he
allowed just four hits and one
earned run, walked one, and
struck out five.

Good Hope will stay at
home Tuesday to take on
Holly Pond.

WENDY'S

WENDY'S HEALTH
AND NUTRITION
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LET WENDY'S 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
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Mon-Fri 9-5:30 | Sat 9-1| Closed Sunday
1601 A 1st Ave SW Cullman | 256-739-2110
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Steven Gonzalez
UA Athletics

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
The No. 4/5 Alabama men’s
basketball team claimed
the 2023 SEC Tournament
championship Sunday af-
ternoon, defeating No. 18/18
Texas A&M, 82-63, in the
title game inside Bridgestone
Arena.

With the win, the Crim-
son Tide has swept both the
league’s regular season and
tournament title for the
second time in the past three
years.

It marks the eighths SEC
Tournament championship
in school history and the pro-
gram’s 17th SEC title (nine
regular season titles).

The top-seeded Tide
(29-5) led the second-seeded
Aggies (25-9) wire-to-wire
en route to the 19-point win.

Alabama extended its
program-record setting win
total to 29 and surpassed the
all-time record for points
scored in a season that was
set just over 20 years ago in
the 2000-01 season (2,794
points in 34 games).

Brandon Miller, who
finished with 23 points, 12
rebounds, four assists and
three steals Sunday, was
named the tournament’s
most outstanding player.

Both Jahvon Quinerly,
the 2021 SEC Tournament
MVP, and Charles Bedia-
ko were also named to the
all-tournament team.

Quinerly finished with 22
points, while Bediako added
12 points, 13 rebounds and
five blocks in the win.

The Crimson Tide began
the game on fire on both ends
of the floor, opening up a16-8
lead while shooting 67 per-
cent (6-of-9) from the field in
the first five minutes, extend-
ing the lead to 31-15 on the
strength of a19-8 run.

Alabama’s defense pre-
vented the Aggies from
making a shot from the field
for 10:34 of game time, hold-
ing the A&M offense to just
21 percent (6-of-29) in the
half to establish a 34-25 lead
at the break.

Texas A&M had three
players in double figures, led
by Dexter Dennis with 14
points.

A&M 82-63 to wi 2n

Alabama defeated Texas A&M 82-63 Sunday to claim this year's SEC Tournament Championship.

Head Coach Nate Oats
postgame comments

“It was a hard-fought con-
test. Hard to open the thing
up. I mean, they’re a tough,
great team. We just lost to
them eight days ago. We chal-
lenged our guards, we had to
do better.

“Last time we played
them, their starting back-
court with (Wade) Taylor,
(Tyrece) Radford and
(Dexter) Dennis were all in
double figures. “So, we really
challenged our guards, we
had to do better. I thought we
did a great job on some of the
opposing team’s best players
in this tournament. Couldn’t
be happier for the guys. Our
bus ride home from Nash-
ville will be a lot more fun
now that we got a win.”

Team stats

e Brandon Miller (23)
and Jahvon Quinerly (22)
combined to score 45 of the
Crimson Tide’s 82 points on
the night

¢ Miller earned his ninth
double-double of the year
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SEC Tournament Champions! Alabama defeats Texas
nament Title

- and second of the tour-
nament - while Bediako
collected his second dou-
ble-double this season

e Miller averaged 19.0
points, 10.5 rebounds and 3.0
assists across the Tide’s three
tournament games, while
shooting 46 percent from
beyond the arc

¢ The Tide has now won
the SEC regular season and
tournament titles in two of
the last three seasons mark-
ing the first time in program
history that has occurred
(2021 and 2023)

e Nate Oats owns a 6-1
record in the SEC tourna-
ment in his three appearance
at the event (2020 tourna-
ment was cancelled)

¢ The win marked Oats’
first victory over Texas A&M
and he now owns a win over
every team in the conference
e Alabama has won six
consecutive games inside
Bridgestone Arena, and
seven of the last eight dating
back to 2018

¢ Charles Bediako earned
his  second-career dou-

ble-double with 12 points
and 13 rebounds, scoring in
double figures for the third
consecutive game and the
seventh time this season

¢ Bediako also recorded
five blocks in the title game,
contributing to 11 total
blocks throughout the course
of the tournament

¢ Bediako and Miller’s dou-
ble-doubles mark the first
time since Nov. 7, 2022, vs.
Longwood that Alabama has
had two players achieve the
feat in the same game (Miller
and Mark Sears)

¢ Alabama now has seven
wins over top-25 opponents
this season

e This is Alabama’s first
victory over Texas A&M
since March 8, 2018, in the
SEC Tournament

First half

e Alabama came out of the
gate hot offensively, making
four from beyond the arc and
shooting 67 percent (6-of-9)
from the field in the open-
ing five minutes to establish
a 16-7 lead at the first media

timeout

e The Tide went on a 19-8
run to open up a command-
ing 31-15 lead with 4:36 re-
maining in the half

e The Aggies closed out the
opening period on an 8-3 run
to cut UA’s lead to 34-23 at
the intermission

e UA’s defense prevented
the Aggies from making a
shot from the field for over
ten consecutive minutes of
the first half, holding them
tojust 21 percent (6-0f-29) in
the opening stanza

e After only scoring one
point in Saturday’s semifinal
matchup, Jahvon Quinerly
led all scorers at the break
with 13 first-half points, be-
ginning the game 3-of-3 from
beyond the arc

e Charles Bediako pulled
down eight rebounds, with
Brandon Miller also contrib-
uting six boards

e Texas A&M made 83
percent (10-of-12) from the
charity strike, with 10 of the
Aggies’ 23 first-half points
coming from free throws

e The Tide recorded 10

in 3 years
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points in the paint compared
to just four from A&M

¢ Alabama shot 41 percent
(11-of-27) from the field,
compared to just 21 percent
(6-0f-29) for Texas A&M

Second half

¢ The Aggies went on a 6-0
run to cut the Alabama lead
to nine, 47-38, with 13:14 left
to play

¢ Noah Clowney and Bran-
don Miller hit back-to-back
threes within 30 seconds to
extend the Tide lead to 64-48
with 6:46 remaining, forcing
an Aggie timeout

¢ Alabama went on an 17-2
run over 4:57 to establish its
largest lead of the game at 25,
75-50, with 4:07 to play

e Miller contributed 15
points in the second stanza

For all the latest informa-
tion on the team, follow Ala-
bamaMBB on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. General
athletic news can be found @
UA_Athletics on Twitter and
Instagram and Alabama Ath-
letics on Facebook.

Good Hope (from Front)

Nick Griffin

nick@cullmantribune.com

GOOD HOPE, Ala. — Good
Hope’s City Council hosted
its first March meeting at
Good Hope City Hall Monday
night and at the top of the
agenda was a guest speaker.
Recovery Organization of
Support Specialists (R.0.S.S.)
representative Shane Tidwell
took a few minutes to share
some information with the
council about the organiza-
tion and the services they
offer.

“All of our services are
free so what that means is
we can get somebody that
doesn’t have money or any-
thing and we can get them an
assessment.

“We can get them into a
certified treatment bed at no
cost and if they don’t have a
way to get there, Ms. (Tamra)
Pierce can come to their
house and pick them up and
take them,” Tidwell said.

“It's a free life-saving
resource and the reason I
wanted to address you guys is
because you’re the hub of the
community.”

Tidwell is proud of the
way R.O.S.S. has grown in
the last few years and is
even more proud of the help
they’ve been able to provide
in that time.

“We started about five
years with about six people
and now we’ve grown to over
100 people.

“We just continue to grow
and continue to expand ser-
vices.

“We’ve got people in jails,

we’ve got people in work re-
leases, and we’ve got people
working in hospital pro-
grams,” Tidwell said.

“One of the unique things
about us, our motto is ‘We
are the people we serve’.
You can’t be certified to
work with us unless you've

been through it and we’re all
people in long term recovery
that have walked that road.

“Who better to help
someone walk down that
road than someone who has
already been down it.”

The City of Good Hope
is hosting its annual Senior

Over 150 Wigs In Stock!

Chemo Caps
Wigs & More!

Judy Watts Grissom
options5993(@gmail.com

2356-347-35993

2201 2nd Ave NW
Cullman, AL 35058

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9:30 A.M. - 4 P.M.
SATURDAY 9 A.M. -2 P.M.

Fish Fry at Good Hope City
Hall Tuesday from 11 a.m. — 2
p-m. and anyone who wishes

to participate is invited.
The Good Hope City
Council will host its next

regularly scheduled meeting
Monday, March 27 at 6:30
p.m.

Recycling Collection

Now Available in Cullman County
for Residents and Businesses
Cardboard | Plastic | Paper | Metal | Glass

Reduce your garbage volume
with Bi-monthly Recycling Pickup

It's Free to Try!

OSIRIS

RECYCLING SOLUTIONS LLC

(256) 615-2510

osirisrecycling.com

Not affiliated with Cullman County Sanitation Dept.

No drop-off location
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State unemployment rate steady at 2.6%;
Cullman County’s rate 3rd lowest in state at 2.1%

Staff Reports

Contributor

MONTGOMERY, Ala. —
Alabama’s preliminary, sea-
sonally adjusted January
unemployment rate is 2.6%,
unchanged from December
2022’s revised rate, and also
unchanged from January
2022’s rate, according to an
announcement for Gov. Kay
Ivey on Monday. January’s
rate represents 58,411 un-
employed persons compared
to 59,986 in December and
60,270 in January 2022.

Cullman County’s rate
is tied for the third lowest in
the state at 2.1%

“'m proud to kick off
2023 with a continuation of

Alabama’s unemployment
rate holding steady,” said
Ivey.

“We have been enjoying
a period of low unemploy-
ment, high wages, and high

jobs count for some time
now, and I believe that more
is yet to come.

“Wewill notback down on
our commitment to continue
to bring quality, high-paying
jobs to Alabama.”

Over the year, wage
and salary employment in-
creased 54,100, with gains
in the manufacturing sector
(+10,400), the professional
and business services sector
(+8,700) and the private
education and health ser-
vices sector (+7,500), among
others.

“Additionally, we’re
continuing to see positive
increases in our wages,
meaning more money in Al-
abamians’ pockets,” said Al-
abama Department of Labor
Secretary Fitzgerald Wash-
ington.

“This month, we reached
one of our highest average
weekly wages in history.”

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MARCH 14, 2023

Total private wages in-
creased by $30.12/weekly
over the year to $1,008.61 in
January, marking the third
highest weekly wages in his-
tory.

Counties with the lowest
unemployment rates are
Shelby County at 1.8%,
Morgan County at 2.0% and
Marshall, Madison, Lime-
stone and Cullman counties
at 2.1%. Counties with the
highest unemployment rates
are Wilcox County at 8.8%,
Clarke County at 5.9% and
Dallas County at 5.4%.

Major cities with the
lowest unemployment rates
are Homewood at 1.6%, Mad-
ison at 1.7% and Alabaster,
Trussville and Vestavia Hills
at1.8%.

Major cities with the
highest unemployment rates
are Selma at 6.4%, Prichard
at 5.2% and Bessemer at
4.2%.

SAME DAY
APPLICATION ka

AND INTERVIEW

NOW HIRING GLASS
A CDL DRIVERS

COMPETITIVE
PAY AND
BENEFITS

SFTWI

PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

256-352-2221

Accreditation (from Front)

Cayla Grace Murphy

caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Master
Gardeners and other
nature enthusiasts gath-
ered Monday morning at
Sportsman Lake’s Wildflow-
er Garden to shadow Mary
Claire Smith in identifying
25 unique species of trees
and woody growth in an
effort to have the garden ac-
credited as an arboretum. An
arboretum is a botanical col-
lection composed exclusively
of trees and woody growth,
generally used for education-

al purposes.

With an area so rich in
growth, Smith, a forester
with Alabama Forestry Com-
mission, was able to quickly
identify 32 species of trees
and woody growth.

This list is key in kicking
off the accreditation process
through the Arboretum Ac-
creditation Program.

Retired Cullman County
Extension Coordinator
Tony Glover described the
endeavor as a potential tour-
ism draw, an opportunity for
more conservation grants
and a major education tool

specifically for local 4-H and 4. Flowering Dogwood -

high school forestry teamsto ~ Cornus florida

practice identification. 5. Silver bell - Halesia tet-
See the final list of tree  raptera

and woody growth species 6. Eastern Hemlock -

below.

SPORTSMANS LAKE
ARBORETUM SPECIES

1. Sweetgum - Liquidam-
bar styraciflua

2. Red bud -
canadensis

3. Beautyberry - Callicarpa
americana

Cercis

Tsuga canadensis

7. Florida Anise - Illicium
floridanum

8. Azalea

9. Bottlebrush

10. Eastern Redcedar - Ju-
niperus virginiana

11. American Beech - Fagus
grandifolia

12. Mahonia

13. Gingko - Ginkgo biloba
14. Sweet bay magnolia -
Magnolia virginiana

15. Sourwood - Oxyden- 24.American Holly - Ilex
drum arboreum opaca

16. American hornbeam  25.Shagbark Hickory -
(Musclewood) - Carpinus Caryaovata

caroliniana 26. Common Persim-
17. Southern bayberry = mon - Diospyros virginiana

(Wax myrtle) - Myrica car-
oliniensis

18. Loblolly pine - Pinus
taeda

19. Black oak - Quercus ve-
lutina

20.Red maple - Acer rubrum
21. Red oak - Quercus rubra
22.Yellow poplar - Lirio-
dendron tulipfera
23.Blueberry - Vaccinium
sect. Cyanococcus

27. Chalk Maple - Acer leu-
coderme

28.Black Cherry - Prunus
serotina

29, Shortleaf pine - Pinus
echinata

30.Virginia pine - Pinus vir-
giniana

31. Witch-hazel - Hamame-
lis virginiana

32.Red Buckeye - Aesculus
pavia

IN RE: The Estate of

JAMES MILTON LITTLE

~

Deceased

Publication to the Judge of Probate.

PB MIN BK 214 PG 290 - 02/24,2023 01:32 Pn
Tamns Browny Judse of Probates Cullman Countys AL

IN THE PROBATE COURT FOR CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TAKE NOTICE that Letters of Administration having been granted to Mary Frances Smith
Ligle, as the Administrator of the Estate of James Milton Little, deceased, on the
2023 by the Honorable Tammy Brown, Judge of Probate.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that all persons having claims against the said Estate are hereby
required to present the same within the time allowed by law or the same will be barred.

MM S
Mary Francey/Smith Little

Administrator of the Estate of
James Milton Little, deceased

_TO:  The Publisher of The Cullman Tribune

Please publish the foregoing notice one a week for 3 consecutive weeks and send an Affidavit of

Beverly Paschal Poston (PAS001)
Attorney for the Estate of

James Milton Little, deceased.

200 1* Avenue SE

Cullman, Alabama, 35055
bposton@beverlypaschalposton.com
(256)739-3970 Fax (256)739-3968

Snimgiaonon.

Case No.: pc-2023- QO

day of

>

Tammy Brown, Jjiflge of Probate
Cullman County,

labama

FE ADT E
Towibs Browns

Cullman Counts

IN THE PRGBATE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

F
se of Probate
L

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADOPTION PETITION OF
CHRISTOPHER ERIC ENGLAND
FOR THE ADOPTION OF

CASE NO: AD 2023-002
B.M.G. A MINOR.
D.O.B. 7/19/2004

AMENDED
NOTICE OF PETITION FOR ADOPTION

TO: CHRISTOPHER PATRICK GROVES, BIOLOGICAL FATHER OF THE
MINOR CHILD, B.M.G. WHOSE WHEREABOUTS ARE UNKNOWN OR

UNDISCLOSED

The Petition for Adoption was filed in the Probate Court of Cullman County,
Alabama by Christopher Eric England, Petitioner. If you should contest this adoption,
you must file a written response within Thirty (30) days from the date of the last notice of
publication. Your response must be filed with Counsel for said petitioners, whose name
and address are shown below, and with the Clerk of Probate Court, 500 2" Avenue SW,
Room 101, Cullman County, Alabama.

Amended to correct the D.Q.B. of the minor child.

DONETHIS | "7 DAY OF &1 LL.W L)Tﬂ

, 2023,

| -
TAMMY BROWN/)
CULLMAN COUN

DGE OF PROBATE
', ALABAMA

Jerry L. Kilgo

Attorney for Petitioner
105 1 Avenue NE, Ste. G
Cullman, Alabama 35055

IN THE MATTER OF
LJVG, JR.,
a minor, DOB: 03-19-2022.

Alabama.

Petitioner:
P. Q. Box 990

1220 St. Joseph Street NW
Cullman, AL 35056

Perry D. Knight

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

*

»*

*

NOTICE OF TERMINATION HEARING
LEVI JOSEPH GERST, whose whereabouts are unknown, must answer the
Petition for Termination of Parental Rights filed by the Cullman County Department of
Human Resources in regards to a minor child bom on March 19, 2022, to Patricia Dee

Villa by the &- day of ma[(‘h_ 2023, or thereafter a judgment terminating his

parental rights may be entered against him in the Juvenile Court of Cullman County,

Done this the lqﬁ\dayof Eﬂl ) ua/yz 3.

CASE NO.: JU 22-177.02

Cullman County Department of Human Resources

o 1l

Lisa McSwain: ~
Circuit Clerk ~

FILED 1% OFFICE

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF *
LJVG, JR,, . CASE NO.: JU 22-177.02
a minor, DOB: 03-19-2022. * *

NOTICE OF TERMINATION HEARING
PATRICIA DEE VILLA, whose whereabouts are unknown, must answer the
Petition for Termination of Parental Rights filed by the Cullman County Department of
Human Resources in regards to the above referenced child born on March 19, 2022 by
the m day of d ] I{},[Z k ) , 2023, or thereafter a judgment terminating her
parental rights may be entered against her in the Juvenile Court of Cullman County,

Alabama.

Done this the l‘-lmdayof e,

Lisa McSwairt. -
Circuit Clerk =

Petitioner:

Cullman County Department of Human Resources
P. 0. Box 990

1220 St. Joseph Street NW

Cullman, AL 35056

FILED (N OFFICE

Legal Notice

"I Nathan Lamar will not be responsible for any
debts made by anyone other than myself."

Legal Notice

Notice is hereby given to all owners, secured parties and
lienholders of the following described motor vehicles, which I have a
right to sell at public auction, to the highest bidder, in accordance
with the State of Alabama abandoned vehicle law, Statues, Chapter
13, Section 1-8, Title 32 and Alabama Law Act Number 83-494-S-
80.

2007 Dodge Charger, Vin.#2B3KA43G07H653974.

2000 Ford F-150, Vin #3FTRF17W4YMA48647.

2002 GMC Envoy, Vin.# 1GKES16S626111333.

2004 Kia Spectra, Vin.# KNAFE121545056769.

These vehicles will be sold to pay storage and or repair fee at
Mullins Body Shop, LLC, 11042 US Highway 31 South, Cullman,
Alabama 35055, on Tuesday, April 18, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF *
DRVG, * CASE NO.: JU 21-196.02
a minor, DOB: 03-14-2021. *

NOTICE OF TERMINATION HEARING
LEVI JOSEPH GERST, whose whereabouts are unknown, must answer the
Petition for Termination of Parental Rights filed by the Cullman County Department of
Human Resources in regards to a minor child born on March 14, 2021, to Patricia Dee
Villa by the&ﬂ'}i"'day of M— 2023, or thereafter a judgment terminating his
parental rights may be entered against him in the Juvenile Court of Cullman County,

Alabama.

Done this the W—dayof_Eeb;_\Am_Y, 2023, s -
oA e

Lisa McSwain =2 e
CircuitClerk . = -

Petitioner:

Cullman County Department of Human Resources
P. O. Box 990

1220 St. Joseph Street NW

Cullman, AL 35056

FILED W OFFICE

Perry D. Knight

Attorney for Petitioner FEB 14 2023
412 First Avenue SE

Suite 101 LISA McSWAIN
Cullman, AL 35055 CULLRAN COUNTY
256-734-4090

IN THE JUVENILE COURT OF CULLMAN COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF >
DRVG, * CASE NO.: JU 21-196.02
a minor, DOB: 03-14-2021. *

NOTICE OF TERMINATION HEARING
PATRICIA DEE VILLA, whose whereabouts are unknown, must answer the
Petition for Termination of Parental Rights filed by the Cullman County Department of
Human Resources in regards to the above referenced child born on March 14, 2021 by
the 628& day of l ' D [d! , 2023, or thereafter a judgment terminating her
parental rights may be entered against her in the Juvenile Court of Cullman County,

Alabama.

Done this the [H* L_’ day of

Lisa McSwain:- -
Circuit Clerk =

Petitioner:

Cullman County Department of Human Resources
P. O. Box 990

1220 St. Joseph Street NW

Culiman, AL 35056

FiLED
Perry D. Knight ﬂm @FH@E

Attorney for Petitioner FEB 14 2023
412 First Avenue SE CIBA WicSWAIR
Suite 101 CIRCUA CLERI
Cullman, AL 35055 CULLIMAN codiry
256-734-4090

FEB 14 2023
Perry D. Knight LUSA Heswan:
Attorney for Petitioner CEROUR CLBRI
412 First Avenue SE CULLMAN COUNTY
Suite 101
Cullman, AL 35055
256-734-4090

weeks b

NOﬁE.g Publish this item once a week for 4

256-734-4090

Attorney for Petitioner 1

412 First Avenue SE Ffj L%
Suite 101 CTROUY Al
Cullman, AL 35055 CULLMAN GOy
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Award (from Front)

(Ninth and 10th grade).

¢ Lacy and Lydia Twilley
placed first in the Chapter

Project Display category,
level 3.
e Sophia Slusser placed

first in the Chapter Project
Display category, level 2.

¢ Clayton Gary placed third
in the Career Investigation
category, level 3.

¢ Rebecca Baggett placed
third in the Career Investiga-
tion category, level 2.

e Josiah Johnson won a
bronze medal in the Repur-
pose and Redesign category,
level 2.

These students put in a lot
of hard work and determi-
nation, and they were able
to bring home medals but
so much more. They also
brought home leadership,
teamwork, critical thinking

skills, networking, public
speaking skills and more.

The Cold Springs chap-
ter was recognized with the
Golden STAR Award. This
is recognition for chapters
that develop and implement
well-rounded programs of
work.

Chapters with
well-rounded programs of
work supporting Alabama
and National FCCLA strate-
gic plans have programming
membership, chapter activ-
ities and operations, com-
munity services, state and
national activities, leadership
development and promo-
tion/public relations.

Blair was awarded the

2022-2023 Adviser Mentor
Award. The Adviser Mentor
Award recognizes advis-
ers who have successfully
achieved Master Adviser Rec-
ognition, devoting two years
to new adviser assistance, as-
suming adult leadership roles
in FCCLA, attending training
workshops and using nation-
al and state FCCLA resourc-
es.

Lydia Twilley sang the
national anthem at the grand
opening of the conference.
The students participated in
the FCCLA Banner Parade,
representing the CSHS
FCCLA chapter. They also
donated items to the Big Oak
Ranch.

A-1 Battery Sales

AUTO - TRUCK - TRACTOR
Quality Batteries For Every Need

2152 Co. Rd. 1169  Cullman, AL 35055
Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

Since 1979

COMMUNITY MATTERS 7

NOW HIRING
TIRE TECHS

SAME DAY
APPLICATION

AND INTERVIEW

COLLEGE TIRE

315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

&8 COMPETITIVE

PAY

256-352-2221

e

Ohbituary Ammmmeenments: March 11-13

Louise McGriff, 88
Louise McGriff, of Holly
Pond, Alabama, passed away
Friday evening, March 10,
2023, at the age of 88. Louise
was born in Cullman County,
Alabama, on Sept. 26, 1934,
to Odes Oliver and Georgia
E. Lewis Taylor. Ms. McGriff
worked for King Edward as
well as for Cullman Products
before retiring. She enjoyed
attending church at New Hope
#2 Baptist Church and was
active in New Hope’s FAN
Club. Louise was a good cook
and her Red Velvet Cake and
Banana Pudding were family
favorites. Ms. McGriff was a
loving wife and adoring mother
to her two boys, and she also
enjoyed being a grandmother,
great-grandmother, and
great-great-grandmother. She
will be greatly missed by her
family and many friends. Ms.
McGriff is preceded in death
by her parents; her beloved
husband, Milton T. McGriff;
and her brothers, Hubert
Taylor and Ernie Taylor. She
is survived by her sons, Mike
McGriff (Lisa), David McGriff
(Brenda); grandchildren,
Lee McGriff (Ashley), Matt
McGriff (Heather), Amanda
Kelly (Justin), David Segers
(Sonya), Brian  Segers
(Nicole); great-grandchildren,

Alliyah ~ Yeager  (Hunter),
Leighton =~ McGriff, Liam
McGriff, Taylor  Bonnett
(Justin), Dawson  Segers

(Caidyn), Haylie Segers, Chloe
Reid (Will), Avery Barnett,
Carter Tankersley, Jack Kelly,
Colt Kelly, Audrey Kelly;
great-great-grandchildren,
Brynlee Bonnett, Jettson
Bonnett; and several nieces
and nephews. Friends are
invited to visit with the family
Tuesday, March 14, 2023, in
the Holly Pond Funeral Home
Chapel from noon until 2
p.m. Immediately following
visitation, family and friends
will gather at Holly Pond
Cemetery where a graveside
service will be held at 2 p.m.,
with Bro. Layne Howard
officiating. ~ Holly ~ Pond
Funeral Home is honored
to serve the McGriff family.

Gloria Jean Jacks, 75
Gloria Jean Jacks, age 75, of
Double Springs, Alabama,
passed away Thursday, March
9,2023, at Princeton Hospital.
She was born July 27, 1947, in
Haleyville, Alabama. Gloria
was a Proverbs 31 woman and
very well-rounded. She was a
wonderful wife, mother and

friend. She was known as a
woman of many talents, and
a very hard working poultry
farmer. Gloria was all about
the kids and grandkids. She
was very optimistic, a great
listener, a great cook, and was
always ready to help. Gloria
was the most loving person. A
visitation was held Monday,
March 13, 2023, from 2 p.m.
until 4 pm. at Mt. Olive
Missionary Baptist Church
in Double Springs, where
the service was held at 4 p.m.
Burial followed in adjoining
Cemetery. Brother Benny
Knight officiated. Gloria is
survived by her husband,
Danny Joe Jacks; children,
Myra Jean Vickery, Jason
Andrew Jacks and Sidney Jo
Jacks; grandchildren, Britney
Leann Jacks, Austin Lamar
Williams, Andrea Renae
Jacks, Jasmine Marie Webb,
Anna Faith Loveless and
Jalissa Grace Jacks; brothers,
O’Neal Sutherland and Tony
Dale Sutherland; and a host
of nieces and nephews. She
was preceded in death by her
parents, Wallace and Gloria
Martin ~ Sutherland; and
brothers, Terry Lee Sutherland
and Johnny Mac Sutherland.

GlendaSmith, 79, of Cullman
Funeral service for Glenda
Smith, age 79, of Cullman,
was at 1 pm. Monday,
March 13, 2023, at Cullman
Heritage  Funeral Home;
burial was at Etha Baptist
Cemetery. Visitation = was
from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. on
Monday, March 13, 2023, at
Cullman Heritage Funeral
Home. Cullman Heritage
Funeral Home is in charge of
arrangements.  Mrs. Smith
passed away Thursday, March
9, 2023, at her residence.
She was born Monday, Aug.
21, 1943, in Alabama to
Marieda (ML) and Sudie
Harris. She was preceded
in death by her parents and
five brothers. Survivors
include her husband, Ronald
Smith; sons, Dennis (Ann)
Wright and Terry Smith;
grandchildren, Zac (Crystal)
Wright, Kristen  (Cody)
Cryer, Katie (Drew) Welch
and Sarah (Davis Joyner)
Wright; great-grandchildren,
Kinlee Cryer, Tori Cryer, Zane
Wright and Paisley Wright;
six brothers and sisters.

Patsy June Whitten, 67
Patsy June Whitten, age
67, of Bear Creek, Alabama,
passed away Saturday, March

11, 2023, at her residence
Patsy was born April 3, 1955,
in Haleyville, Alabama. A
graveside service was held
Sunday, March 12, 2023,, at
2 p.m. at New Bethel Baptist
Church Cemetery. Brother
Chris Sherrill officiated. Patsy
is survived by her son, Shane

Whitten;  siblings, Renae
Dorrah, Jonathan (Lisa)
McGuire, Kenneth (Linda)
McGuire; grandchildren,

Blake Whitten and Hunter
(Rachel) Whitten; stepson,
Stephen (Misty) Whitten;
step-grandchildren,  Trevor
(Amy) Whitten and Trenton
Whitten; and  step-great
grandchildren, Jackson Mize.
She was preceded in death by
her husband, Carlos Whitten;
father, Lloyd (Dave) McGuire;

mother, Inez  McGuire;
and sister, Joyce Simms.
AJ. “Jack” Stewart, 87

Funeral Service for A.J. “Jack”
Stewart, age 87, of Crane Hill,
will be at 2 p.m. Tuesday,
March 14, 2023, at Cullman
Heritage Funeral Home with
David Duff officiating; burial at
Livingston Chapel Cemetery.
Visitation will be from 1 p.m.
until 2 p.m. on Tuesday, March
14, 2023, at Cullman Heritage
Funeral Home.  Cullman
Heritage Funeral Home is in
charge of arrangements. Mr.
Stewart passed away Saturday,
March 11, 2023, at Cullman
Regional. He was born June
9,1935, in Alabama to Andrew
Jackson Stewart and Lucy Ann
Stewart. He was preceded
in death by his parents.
Survivors include his wife,
Annie Carrol; daughter, Sherry
Stewart Brown; son, Michael

Stewart; grandchildren,
Jeramy  (Ericka)  Brown,
Jason Brown,  Andrew
Gaige  Brown,  Gabriella

Brown, Jackson Alexander
Brown, Daniel Stewart and
Brittany Stewart; sister, Vetra
Jackson; and a host of nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

Rick Jennings Jr., 69
A Celebration of Life Service
for Rick Jennings Jr., 69, of
Cullman, will be Friday, March
17, 2023, at the Cullman
Funeral Home Chapel, 6 p.m.
until 8 p.m. Mr. Butch White
will officiate the service. He
was born Dec. 5, 1953, to
Frederick Glenn and Ardina
Christina Simpson Jennings.
He passed away March 9,
2023, at Cullman Regional
Medical Center. In Lieu of
flowers the family request that

a donation be made to your
favorite charity in memory
of Rick. Cullman Funeral
Home is honored to serve the
Jennings family. Mr. Jennings
was preceded in death by his
parents, Frederick Glenn and
Ardina Christina Simpson
Jennings; father-in-law, Bobby
G. Goodwin. He is survived
by his wife of 47 years, Lynn

Jennings; daughter, Corey
Jennings; brothers, Wayne
(Teresa) Jennings, Danny

(Teresa) Jennings; sister, Kay
(David) Martin; sisters-in-
law, Teresa Nichols and Lisa
(Kenny) Overton; grandson,
Henry Daniels; and a host
of family and friends Fond
memories and expressions
of sympathy can be posted to
www.cullmanfuneralhome.
com for the Jennings family.

Grace Marlene Franklin, 79
Grace Marlene Franklin, age
79, of Phil Campbell, Alabama
entered into rest March 12,
2023, at her residence. Grace
was born July 24, 1943, in
Bear Creek, Alabama. A
graveside service will be
held Wednesday, March 15,
2023, at 2 p.m. at Mountain
Home Cemetery in Bear
Creek. Grace is survived by
her husband, John Franklin.
She was preceded in death by
her daughter, Melony Anne
Phillips; and parents, JV. and

Grace Louemma Tidwell.
Tommy Charles
Bartlett, 84 (updated)

Tom was born Oct. 23,1938, to
parents J.J. and Estelle Frazier
Bartlett and privileged to grow
up in a loving family with
four siblings who all worked
in the family business. They
remained close all their lives
and their greatest joy was
gathering and re-telling tales
of their younger days. Some
of the tales were even true.
He graduated from Winston
County High School and
enrolled at Florence State
College, now the University
of North Alabama. After
graduating from UNA with a
BS, he was commissioned as
a 2nd Lieutenant in the U. S.
Air Force, where he served
with the 408th Fighter Group
(Air  Defense Command).
Upon release from active
duty, he went to Memphis,
Tennessee where the love of
his life, Loretta Jean Steele,
was teaching high school.
After they were married, Tom
enrolled in graduate studies
at the University of Memphis.

He earned an MA and taught
Literature at Athens State
University and from there he
went into private industry
in Hope, Arkansas. Tom and
Loretta returned to Alabama
and Tom returned to the field
of education until he retired.
He never lost his love for
books, old cars and singing
old gospel songs at the Frazier
Family Reunion. He was the
author of three books, two on
the history of obscure modes
of transportation, and one on
the history of the 100th Bomb
Group (8th Air Force) during
WW2. He was preceded in
death by his parents, his
brother Jim, and his son
Christopher Wesley Bartlett.

He leaves his remaining
siblings,  Jerry  Bartlett
(Jill ~ Bartlett, deceased),

Ann Preuitt (Ken Preuitt,
deceased), and Amelia Jane
Dodd (Don Dodd, deceased),
his  sister-in-law  Anita
Bartlett, forever daughter-
in-law Danielle Tuberville
and a host of nephews and
nieces to cherish his memory.
Tom’s close friends are
organizing a Tom Bartlett
Scholarship Fund to the
WCHS Vocational /Technical
School where he taught. In
lieu of flowers donations may
be made to the Fund or any
local charitable organization.
A Celebration of Life will be
held at 2 p.m. Saturday, March
18, 2023, at Nichols Funeral
Home in Double Springs.
Brother Phillip Twilley will
officiate. Visitation will be
from 1 pm. until service
time at the funeral home.

William Earl
“Bub” Childers, 70
William Earl “Bub” Childers,
70, of Blountsville, passed
away Tuesday, March 7, 2023,
at Shelby Baptist Medical
Center. Mr. Childers was born
Jan. 7,1953, in Blountsville the
son of Willie Earl Childers and
RobiaKate Copeland Childers.
He was a 1971 graduate of J.B.
Pennington High School and
graduated from St. Bernard
with a degree in Accounting
and Bookkeeping. He was
retired from the state of
Alabama after 33 years
working as an accountant.
He is survived by his wife:
Ruth Childers; sons: Nathan
(Britni) Childers and Joseph

(Amy)  Childers; mother:
Kate  Childers;  brother:
Eddie (Wyvon) Childers;
grandchildren: Kaci, Jodie

and Isabella Childers; He

was preceded in death by his
father: Willie Earl Childers.
Funeral Service was 1 p.m.
Saturday, March 11, 2023, at
Blountsville Funeral Home
with Brother Wayne Barnette
and Brother Harlin Haynes
officiating. Burial was in Mt.
Tabor Cemetery, Blountsville
Funeral Home directed.

Rufus C. Graves, 76
Rufus C. Graves was born
Nov. 26,1946, in Birmingham,
Alabama to the late Odell and
Mary Elizabeth Harris Graves.
He was the second of four
children. He departed this
life Friday, March 10, 2023,
at the age of 76. He graduated
from North Jefferson High
School in Warrior, Alabama.
He accepted Christ at an
early age and joined St. James
United Methodist Church
under the pastorage of Rev.
Luke Bolling. He was retired
from US Steel after 30 years
of service. Rufus met and
married Dorothy Haley and
later joined Pleasant Grove
United Methodist Church in
Colony, Alabama. They were
blessed with two children,
Jonathan and Monique. As a
hobby, Rufus enjoyed playing
baseball and was a left handed
pitcher for the Warrior team.
He also enjoyed playing
dominoes at the Senior Citizen
Building in Colony. In addition
to his parents, he was preceded
in death by his stepmother,
Ellouise Robinson Graves;
brothers, Odell, Jr. and
Reginal Graves; one sister
and his mother-in-law Sylvia
Haley. He leaves to cherish
his memories a devoted
wife of 48 years, Dorothy H.
Graves; one son Jonathan
(Jamie) Graves of Hanceville;
one  daughter, Monique
Graves of Colony, Alabama;
one sister Mary Chiles of
Birmingham, Alabama.; seven
grandchildren; one nephew,
Caesar (Syreeta) Chiles, Jr.
of Augusta, Georgia; three
nieces, LaTonya Chiles of
Birmingham, Alabama,
Marion Graves of Indianapolis,
Indiana and Mariyah Graves
of California; three great-
nieces and one great-nephew;
and a host of other relatives
and friends. Funeral services
will be noon Saturday, March
18, 2023, at Hanceville
Funeral  Home  Chapel.
Burial will follow at Colony
Cemetery in Colony, Alabama.
Visitation for the public will
be from 10 a.m. until noon at
the funeral home on Saturday.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY

Custom Granite Headstones and Monuments
Date of Death Engraving in Cemeteries
Locally Made and Locally Owned

Low Cost, High Quality

30-Day Delivery, Guaranteed
We Use Only American Granite

2117 US Hwy 278 West
(2 miles West of I-65)

Saturdays by Appointment
www.thetombstonecompany.com

Cullman, AL 35057

256-734-2005

Free Obituary Listings
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Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

Gullrnare Fureeral
SHome and 60/‘elnat0f(y

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

CULLMAN'S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East

Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhnome.com
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cipal Dr. Jay Page; and KT
Security Solutions Owner
Kevin Thomas.

Thomas explained that
after the May 2022 school
shooting in Uvalde, Texas, he
thought it was time to take
action to protect our chil-
dren.

“I can’t control policies,
I don’t control gun control, I
don’t control mental illness, I
don’t control them. I'm not a
policy maker; I'm just a con-
tractor who lives out in the
woods in Jones Chapel,” he
said. “ But what we do have
control over is the ability to
make things that are innova-
tive, in the meantime.”

“The answer is not simply
just to take away all guns. I
think we have a real mental
health crisis in this country.”
Aderholt stated. “With KT
Solutions, they very well have
a great answer in making
sure that we protect our most
valuable resources in our
country, and that’s our stu-
dents and our young people.”

Aderholt said he hopes
the Rapid-Deploy Safe Room
System will not only be im-
plemented in schools in Ala-
bama, but also nationwide.

According to Kallhoff and
Thomas, this innovation is
the first of its kind.

When asked about the
cost of this new security
system, Thomas said, “We
don’t really have a markup

TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

in this very much; it’s going
to be volume driven from a
costing standpoint. This is
probably somewhere in the
$50,000-$60,000 range. That
is delivered and installed.”

KT Security Solutions
also plans to keep manufac-
turing in Jones Chapel for
now and is currently building
a new manufacturing facility
there.
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256-352-2221

...In that while we were yet sinners
Christdied for us. Romans 5:8

East, West Elementary students host art show

Tiffany McKoy

tsmckoy@cullmantribune.com

CULLMAN, Ala. — Students
from East and West Elemen-
tary Schools showcased their
artistic talents in the “All
Creatures Great and Small
Art Show” Saturday. Students
were able to see their artwork
displayed and share it with
their families and loved ones.
Artwork centered on animals
and their habitats.

Judith McBrayer, who
is the art teacher for both
schools, was excited to see
her students show off their
talents.

McBrayer said she tried
to ensure every single stu-
dent had a piece of artwork
on display.

She said she hopes to have
more events like this one in
the future.

. T b : TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
A student points to a work of art at the “All Creatures Great and Small Art Show.”

5-Month
Certificate of
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5.00% Interest Rate
5.07% APY* iié ©

$50,000 total deposit imit per customer. Two signer limit
total CD specials per signer. Penalty for early withdrawal

One Day Only! 3-15-2023

Premler Bank of the South 256-737-9900 (Cullman/Addison Area) - 256-461-8026 (Madison/Huntsville Area)

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited time offer, effective 3-15-2023 only. This rate will not be honored on new certificates opened after 3-15-2023. Up to
CD. Customers cannot structure muttiple CDs in a way that will give them more than $50,000 in
wil renew at board rate. Other terms and rates avallable. Other terms and restrictions may apply.
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