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CPD Autism Awareness Month patch sales benefit Autism Speaks
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‘The purpose…is to highlight the victims’DA, sheriff, chief address recent murder convictionsCULLMAN, Ala. — Cullman County District Attorney Champ Crocker, along with Cullman County Sheriff Matt Gentry and Cullman Police Chief David Nassetta on Monday April 24, 2023, held a press conference to address two murder convictions 

Crocker’s office obtained Thursday, April 20.  Thomas Leon McClellan was convicted of murder for the Jan. 27, 2021, slaying of his wife, Tammy McClellan of Arkadelphia. Brett Steven Amerson’s conviction stemmed from a hit-and-run crash on Dec. 18, 2018, that took the life of Bradley Ray Patterson, 39, of 

Holly Pond. Crocker noted the signifi-cance of this week being Na-tional Crime Victims’ Rights Week.  “The purpose of this meeting today is to high-light the victims and also to highlight the efforts of our local law enforcement, who I’m proud to stand here with today,” he said. 

CULLMAN, Ala. — As Autism Awareness Month comes to a close, the Cullman Police Department is set to wrap up its special patch sale fundraiser for Autism Speaks. Police Chief David Nas-setta made sure to give credit where credit is due, noting the driving force behind the fundraiser is School Resource Officer Seth Sullivan. Sullivan is on the National Association of School Resource Officers (NASRO) Board of Directors for Region 6 representing Al-abama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Tennessee.

 “He’s so good with the kids,” Nassetta smiled. “He’s able to communicate with those kids; he knows more about the special needs that kids with autism have. He’s really good at working with them and helping ensure that those kids aren’t as nervous around our officers.” Nassetta shared that when interacting with indi-viduals with autism, the CPD has officers who have certain aptitudes for certain situa-tions. “A lot of times we go on calls and we don’t realize what issues the individual may be dealing with, espe-cially adults,” he said. “With kids, of course the parents 

can inform us, but we have certain officers who may have a better feel at dealing with adults who may be having mental issues or disabilities.” The specialty patch sale challenge was started by the New Rochelle Police Depart-ment in Westchester County, New York in February 2017. NWPD Detective Chris Grecco and his wife are the parents of an autistic child. Want to own your own Autism Awareness Month patch? Stop by the Cullman Police Department from 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday until May 1. Patches are $10 each, cash only.

Tiffany McKoytsmckoy@cullmantribune.com

Cayla Grace Murphycaylagrace@cullmantribune.com
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Cullman County Sheriff Matt Gentry, Cullman County District Attorney Champ Crocker and Cullman  Police Chief David Nassetta are seen at a press conference on Monday, April 24.VIDEO CAPTURE/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman Police officers (left to right) Joey Duncan, Nick Watkins, Adam Clark and Todd Craig pose with special Autism Awareness Month patches for sale at the Cullman Police Department.CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Little Free Library unveiled in Dodge City

(Left to right) Renee Welsh, Sharon Townson, Teeara Johns, Jason Burney and Jerry Lynn pose for a photo in front of the new Little Free Library in Dodge City. TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE» PAGE 2

Good Hope City Council moving forward on new pavilion

The Good Hope City Council approved a Resolution to enter into an agreement with Leonard Designs for professional design services on a new pavilion at Monday night’s council meeting. NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE» PAGE 2
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The Link’s Nurturing 
Place officially open
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Pilot Club hosts 28th annual fashion show and luncheon

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Link 
of Cullman County’s Nurtur-
ing Place, a weekly gathering 
place for tutoring, life skill 
sessions and supervised visi-
tations is officially open with 
refreshed paint, furnishings 
and decor courtesy of a grant 
given from the Alabama De-
partment of Child Abuse and 
Neglect Prevention. Staff, 
board members, Cullman 
Mayor Woody Jacobs and 
several community members 
were present as Executive 
Director Melissa Betts cut 
the ceremonial ribbon on 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023.

 The lush, renovated space 
boasts a large foyer filled with 
school supplies, a learning 
kitchen, a smaller room with 
floor-to -ceiling shelving 
stuffed with books for all 
reading levels and two super-
vised visitation rooms.
 Dakota Trammell, liter-
acy coordinator at The Link, 
noted the nonprofit takes a 
very hands-on approach. It’s 
not unusual for learners and 
tutors to be found sprawled 
in the floor working on letter 
recognition and incorporat-
ing tactile experience to the 
learning at hand.
 “We try to accommodate 
learners no matter what is 
going on,” he said. “A lot of 

our learners are some form 
of neurodivergent, so we 
meet them where they’re at. 
Just an extra hour a week of 
one-on-one can make a huge 
difference.”
 Betts mentioned that the 
timing of the ribbon cutting 
was especially poignant given 
that the project was funded 
by a grant given from the Al-
abama Department of Child 
Abuse and Neglect Preven-
tion, and April is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.
 “I truly am pleased that 
we were able to do this.” she 
smiled. “It’s really a need for 
us to give our kids who come 
here for services a safe place 
that was de-

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com
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The Pilot Club of Cullman hosted its 28th annual Fashion Show and Luncheon at The Venue at Cotton Creek on Wednesday.
PHOTOS COURTESY TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Link of Cullman County staff, board members, Cullman Mayor Woody Jacobs 
and several community members were present as Executive Director Melissa Betts 
cut the ceremonial ribbon on The Nurturing Place Wednesday, April 26.

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Jacobs declares April 23-29 Relay For Life Week

Left to right are Megan Corbett, Linda Walker, Helen 
Allen, Mayor Woody Jacobs, Rebekah Cash and David 
and Emily Abney (with baby Delta).

CITY OF CULLMAN

» PAGE 2

PREP SOCCER
Cullman’s Morrow signs 
with Birmingham-Southern

Cullman’s Abby Morrow signed to continue her playing career 
at Birmingham-Southern College Wednesday. Abby is a 
three-year starter at Centerback, earned First Team All-State 
honors as a junior and was selected as a Team Captain for 
2023. Come out to Oliver Woodard Stadium Friday night at 
7 p.m. to cheer on Abby and the Lady Bearcats as they face 
Fort Payne in the opening round of the 6A state playoffs.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Click, click Canva
Students learn digital presentation 
skills at Cullman City Schools

Students at East Elementary School show off their 
Canva presentations as part of a recent 
design and presentation project.

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

» PAGE 6
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‘The contributions 
they make can’t 

be measured’
CHS, Wallace State baseball teams support Miracle League
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Stiefelmeyer Building 
damaged in severe storm

CULLMAN, Ala. — This 
week was a special one at 
Field of Miracles. Both the 
Cullman High School and 
Wallace State Baseball Teams 
visited for a game Tuesday 
night and both the Bearcats 
and the Lions showing their 
support always means a great 
deal to the Miracle League’s 
players.
 The Field of Miracles is 
a multi-use sports complex 
designed to provide athletes 
of all abilities with a fun place 
to compete.
 The complex is consid-
ered to be the first in the 
country to combine a miracle 
field and regular-use softball 
fields in the same park.
 Miracle League Baseball 
utilizes the Field of Miracles 
during the spring and fall sea-

sons. A rubberized field sur-
face accommodates athletes 
of all capacities.
 Bearcats Head Coach 
Brent Patterson is proud to 
be involved with the Miracle 
League and looks forward to 
visiting with his teams each 
season.
 “We love making the 
trip over to Miracle Field. 
Every time we go, we are en-
couraged and blessed by the 
players who show so much 
passion and enthusiasm,” 
Patterson said.
 “The Miracle League is 
one of the best things Park & 
Rec does. Everyone involved 
put a lot into making sure 
those players have a fun and 
memorable season.”
 Cullman Parks, Recre-
ation and Sports Tourism’s 
Therapeutic Recreation Di-
rector Kelly Pulliam is always 
happy to host the Bearcats 

and was pleased to welcome 
the Wallace State Lions Base-
ball Team this week as well.
 “We see the participation 
of the CHS baseball team and 
the Wallace State baseball 
team as an amazing thing. 
These two organizations 
bring enormous energy with 
them and the contributions 
they make can’t be mea-
sured,” Pulliam said.
 “The participation level 
of our players increases. Our 
players love the interaction 
with the teams.
 “They remember that 
night for a very long time and 
the smiles on the faces of our 
players far outshine the lights 
shining on the miracle league 
field.
 “We can’t begin to thank 
CHS and Wallace State base-
ball teams enough for the joy 
they bring to our program 
and the hearts of our players.”

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Stiefelmeyer Building and 
surrounding area were dam-
aged during an unexpected 
severe storm in the early 
morning hours of Friday, 
April 28, 2023. About one-

third of the roof and build-
ing debris were blown away, 
vehicles were damaged and 
a power pole in the alley 
between First and Second 
Avenues Southeast was splin-
tered.
 Michael Locascio and 
Garrett Masters, owners 
of The National (formerly 

known as Dreher’s), said the 
damage was mostly caused 
from flying debris from other 
areas of the roof and reno-
vation materials, but likely 
won’t affect typical business. 
 “It was not good, but it 
could have been much worse 
for us, so we’re very blessed 
for that. The big 

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com
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PREP BASKETBALL

CHS hires 
WSCC’s 
Jessica 
McBrayer as 
new varsity 
girls basketball 
coach

New Cullman High Schools 
girls basketball coach 
Jessica McBrayer, who joins 
the Bearcats from Wallace 
State Community College 
in Hanceville

BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 9

Sharpe 
to head 
Wallace 
State 
Women’s 
Basketball Wallace State women’s 

basketball coach Allen 
Sharpe

BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 7

A leaning power 
pole is seen in the 
alley behind The 

National (formerly 
known as Dreher’s); 

the damage 
occurred during an 
unexpected storm 
around 1:50 a.m. 

Friday, April 28. »

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman High School’s Baseball Team visited Field of Miracles 
Tuesday night to support the Miracle League’s players.

CULLMAN THERAPEUTIC RECREATION/FACEBOOK
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‘We must continue to 
ensure that Alabama 
remains connected’

Ivey attends Hwy. 157 expansion ceremony
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R. Hall
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Fun run raises money 
for WPES sensory room

CULLMAN, Ala. — Gov. 
Kay Ivey on Monday cut the 
ceremonial ribbon on the 
completion of the Alabama 
Highway 157 four-lane ex-
pansion project. The ceremo-
ny took place at Northbrook 
Baptist Church, where Ivey 
was joined by Cullman Mayor 
Woody Jacobs; Cullman Eco-
nomic Development Agency 
Governmental Affairs Direc-
tor Jamie Troutman; Rep. 
Randall Shedd, R-Fairview; 
Sen. Garlan Gudger, R-Cull-
man; and Rep. Corey Harbi-
son, R-Good Hope, among 
others.
	 According to Troutman, 
the City of Cullman applied 
for a Better Utilizing In-
vestments to Leverage De-

velopment (BUILD) grant 
from the USDOT and was 
awarded the $14.9 million 
grant in December 2018. In 
addition to the BUILD grant, 
a combination of state, city 
and other federal funding 
was used for the project. 
(Read more at www.cullman-
tribune.com/2018/12/07/
this-is-big-really-big-city-
of-cullman-announces-14m-
grant-to-complete-hwy-157-
4-lane-project) 
	 “As leaders, we are tasked 
not to just figure out what 
tomorrow holds, or the next 
week, or the next year,” said 
Gudger.
	 “Our job is to make sure 
that we direct the future of 
this community for genera-
tions to come. This is what 
157 and the widening of this 
road has done…It will allow 

for future growth and safer 
travel.”
	 Said Ivey, “As our econ-
omy continues on its re-
cord-breaking upward tra-
jectory, we must continue to 
ensure that Alabama remains 
connected.”
	 Ivey said the widening 
of Highway 157 will increase 
connectivity and accessibil-
ity, especially to rural com-
munities. 
	 The project broke 
ground in October 2020 
( w w w . c u l l m a n t r i b u n e .
c o m / 2 0 2 0/0 8/ 1 2/a l d o t -
opens-bids-for-highway-
157-4-lane-project) and 
completes a four-lane cor-
ridor that runs almost 60 
miles from U.S. Highway 278 
to Alabama Highway 69 in 
Cullman, according to Ivey’s 
office.

WEST POINT, Ala. — The 
evening was aglow with 
neon, puzzle piece motifs and 
plenty of pump-up music Sat-
urday, April 29, at West Point 
baseball field for the 5K Sen-
sory Fun Run to help raise 

funds for a sensory room 
at West Point Elementary 
School. Runners of all ages, 
sizes and abilities donned 
glow-in-the-dark necklaces 
and bracelets to light up the 
night for autism awareness.
	 Lauren Godbee, organiz-
er of the event, expressed 
her gratitude. “I can’t wait 

to show you all the sensory 
room at West Point Elemen-
tary School once completed. 
This room will be a great 
asset to all children within 
the school!”
	 Godbee said she was 
blown away by the support, 
saying that once the word 
got out about the 

Tiffany McKoy
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Governor Kay Ivey, center, cuts the ribbon on the Alabama Highway 
157 four-lane expansion Monday, May 1, 2023. Ivey is joined by local 
and state elected officials, community members and others.

TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Good Hope’s Clark, 
Arnold receive Angler 
of the Year trophies

Good Hope’s Ross Clark and Zach Arnold received their 
2023 Alabama BASS Nation High School Junior Division 
Anglers of the Year trophies Saturday at the Alabama BASS 
Nation Junior State Championship at Logan Martin Lake.

ALABAMA BASS NATION HIGH SCHOOL

Runners line up for a quick start to the 5K Sensory Fun 
Run hosted Saturday evening in West Point. The run, 
organized by Lauren Godbee, was a fundraiser to implement 
a sensory room in West Point Elementary School.

SHERRY BROWN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Cullman libraries celebrate 
National Library Week

Guy Hunt Library’s Ann Harrison and Shelia Wilhite 
with Holly Pond Mayor Carla Hart mark 
2023 National Library Week.

TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported May 1

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported May 1, 2023. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

INCIDENTS
April 27
•	 theft of property; CR 783
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; CR 1251
•	 assault; CR 1515
•	 theft of property; CR 1223
•	 harassment/distributing 
private image with intent to 
harass; Vogel St. NE
•	 theft of property; Hwy. 69 
S
•	 theft of property; CR 1117
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs; CR 1133

April 28
•	 domestic violence; Alex 
Dr.
•	 burglary; CR 1371
•	 unauthorized use of 
motor vehicle; CR 601
•	 reckless endangerment; 
Commercial St. SE
•	 possession of controlled 
substance; CR 233
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1352
•	 criminal mischief; Good 
Hope School Rd.
•	 domestic violence; CR 
288

April 29
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; Hwy. 91
•	 disorderly conduct; CR 
590
•	 theft of property; Apple 
Grove Rd.
•	 harassment; Section Line 
Rd.
•	 theft of property; CR 1435
•	 domestic violence; Hwy. 
91
•	 drug trafficking; posses-
sion with intent to distribute 
drugs; possession of danger-
ous drugs; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; Hwy. 31
•	 robbery; CR 1600
•	 domestic violence; CR 
1123

April 30
•	 unlawful breaking enter-
ing motor vehicle; Hwy. 31 N
•	 assault; Millwood Rd. SE
•	 trespassing; CR 248
•	 domestic violence; resist-
ing arrest; cruelty to animals; 
CR 1592
•	 burglary; CR 1364
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia; CR 437
•	 possession of controlled 
substance; attempt to elude 
police officer; obstructing 
justice using false identity; 
Hwy. 278

ARRESTS
April 27 – 30
Cable, Stacy R.; 39
•	 FTA- possession of drug 

paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA- attempting to elude 
police officer 
•	 FTA- public intoxication 
•	 FTA- stolen vehicles-auto 
theft

Clark, Wayne E.; 34
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree

Comeaux, Phillip J.; 52
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- forgery-counter-
feiting 
•	 FTA- forgery-forged in-
strument 

Conrad, Raymond M.; 31
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- traffic-speeding-no 
workers-construction zone
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Cook, Christopher L.; 46
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA- possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- driving while sus-
pended, revoked, or cancelled 

Eskew, Nathan A.; 32
•	 larceny/theft-miscella-
neous theft $1,500 - $2,500

Gardner, Brigette K.; 31
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs

Goggins, Kerry L.; 45
•	 FTA- drug trafficking 
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 FTA- possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- attempting to elude 
police officer
•	 FTA- improper lane usage

Goodlett, Jennifer N.; 44
•	 Drug Court Sanction- 
possession of dangerous 
drugs

Guthery, Brian E.; 46
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 

Harbison, Stephen L.; 43
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 

Holaway, Amber N.; 36
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 

Johnson, Brandi M.; 34
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 

•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 obstructing justice using 
false identity-fictitious 
person 

Lacrosse, Alan M.; 35
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- public intoxication 
•	 FTA- criminal trespass 
•	 FTA- unlawful distribu-
tion of controlled substances 

Lance, Travis E.; 26
•	 sell/distribute cocaine 
•	 drug trafficking 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense
•	 possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
•	 FTA- possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree 
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- flight/escape
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 
•	 FTA- DUI (controlled 
substances)

Lawson, Katrina; 33
•	 criminal trespass 

LeClair, Charles J.; 59
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Lindley, Phillip J.; 27
•	 disorderly conduct/dis-
turbing peace/affray 

Longmire, Cameron J.; 31
•	 FTA- possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree 
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs

Looney, Charles R.; 48
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family 
•	 cruelty to dog/cat
•	 resisting arrest 

Moreno Jr., Jonathan S.; 28
•	 assault-child abuse-sim-
ple-family
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 
•	 possession of dangerous 
drugs
•	 driving while suspended, 
revoked, or cancelled 

Nejmeh, April N.; 39
•	 FTA- assault-domes-
tic-harassment-family
•	 FTA- resisting arrest 

Niles, James D.; 34
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia-1st offense 
•	 FTA- possession of mari-
juana-2nd degree
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs
•	 FTA- obstructing po-
lice-obedience to police/fire-
men 

Oliverio, Max C.; 19

•	 public intoxication 

Perry, Justin W.; 30
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family

Phelps, Christy M.; 40
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit card
•	 FTA- failure/refusal to 
display insurance 

Pickering, Angela A.; 47
•	 unauthorized use of au-
to-no force ( joyriding)

Prater, Aaron G.; 26
•	 DUI (alcohol)

Quinn, Kendra L.; 44
•	 assault-domestic-harass-
ment-family 

Roach II, Roy W.; 48
•	 FTA- driving while sus-
pended, revoked, or cancelled 

Roden, Joshua M.; 37
•	 possession of metham-
phetamine 
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 
•	 attempting to elude police 
officer

Seals, Melissa D.; 22
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family
•	 possession of drug para-
phernalia-1st offense 

South, Jason H.; 45
•	 FTA- possession of dan-
gerous drugs 

Teer, Cheryl R.; 57
•	 assault-domestic-simple 
assault-family 

Thrasher, Kelsie P.; 25
•	 Probation Violation- as-
sault-child abuse-aggravat-
ed-family

Watson, Elizabeth K.; 31
•	 Probation Violation- as-

sault-child abuse-aggravat-
ed-family 

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS
April 26
•	 harassment; person; 2nd 
Ave. NE

April 28
•	 burglary-3rd degree; 
person; Northcrest Dr. NW; 
person; miscellaneous; 
$1,200
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; criminal tres-
pass-2nd degree; Wal-Mart; 
Olive St. SW; food; $6
•	 harassment; person 
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; Olive St. 
SW; general merchandise; 
$10

April 29
•	 assault-2nd degree; 
person; CR 1601
•	 fraudulent use of credit/
debit card; person; miscella-
neous charges
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree; criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157
•	 criminal mischief-3rd 
degree; person; Trammell Dr. 
NW; damaged property
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157; 
general merchandise; $428
•	 harassment; person; Hwy. 
157
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; Olive St. 
SW; general merchandise; 
$178

April 30
•	 criminal mischief-2nd 
degree; Phone Shop; dam-
aged phones; $1,150

ARRESTS
April 28 – 30
Dover, Joshua D.; 40

•	 FTA- driving while re-
voked 

Hill, Christopher S.; 47
•	 FTA- domestic vio-
lence-3rd degree 
•	 FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (2 counts)
•	 FTA- criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree 

Aviles, Victor M.; 30
•	 DUI

Lance, Travis E.; 26
•	 FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Golden, Kate M.; 29
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree
•	 FTA- criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree 
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA- expired tag

McClendon, Randy J.; 42
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

Gray, Paul J.; 57
•	 FTA- public intoxication 
(2 counts)

Phelps, Crystal M.; 37
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Hawkins, Brent J.; 31
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Langston, Joshua D.; 30
•	 DUI

Bliss, Timothy E.; 36
•	 harassment 

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE
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Libraries (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Public Library 
System last week celebrated 
National Library Week. This 
year’s theme was “There’s 
More to the Story.”
	 According to the Cull-
man County Public Library 

System Director Sharon 
Townson, public libraries are 
more than just lending librar-
ies. 
	 “More importantly, li-
braries bring people togeth-
er. People connect through 
library programs inside and 
outside the library,” she said. 
“Books clubs, craft groups, 
programs, lectures bring 

people with common inter-
ests together. Libraries help 
advance the communities 
they serve by providing free 
internet access, printing, 
faxing and literacy skills.”

The Cullman County 
Public Library System 
offers free access to nu-
merous databases:

•	 ABC Mouse Early Learn-
ing Academy

•	 ChiltonLibrary car repair 
database

•	 Learning Express (Civil 
Service practice exams, mili-
tary, law enforcement, EMS, 
firefighter, ACT, SAT prep, 
GED prep, math skills, read-

ing skills) 

•	 Homework Alabama/
Live one-on-one tutoring 
kindergarten-college 

•	 Hoopla (Audiobooks, 
e-books, music, movies)

•	 Libby/Camellia Net au-
diobooks, e-books, music, 

movies) 

The libraries have books, 
CDs, DVDs, disc golf sets and 
even pickleball sets to lend 
out. There is also free Wi-Fi 
at each branch 24/7, and MiFi 
(mobile hotspots), which are 
circulated. 
	 Learn more at www.ccpls.
com. 

Tiffany McKoy
tsmckoy@cullmantribune.com

Run (from Front)
event, the number of regis-
tered racers went up from 21 
to 47 in just one evening.
	 Dozens of runners and 
walkers alike assembled at 
the starting line and pushed 
off hard after the countdown. 
Race participants weaved 
through the baseball park 

track seamlessly, with some 
laughing as they walked, 
others in fierce competition 
with sneakers hitting the 
pavement in hopes of bring-
ing home the glory of first 
place.
	 First-place overall and 
30-year-old division winner 

was Ross Lewis.
	 Second-place overall 
and ages 11-19 winner was 
Connor Robinson. Third-
place overall and ages 10 and 
under winner was Abram 
Hill. Fourth-place overall and 
20-year-old division winner 
was Jessica Widner. Fifth-

place overall and 50 and up 
winner was Terry Lowry. 
Sixth-place overall and 
40-year-old division winner 
was Cindy Phillips.
	 Godbee hinted at the 
possibility of the Fun Run 
becoming an annual event 
focused on autism awareness 

and fundraising for every 
school to have a sensory 
room.
	 “We had just planned on 
doing this as a one-off, but it 
was so successful and many 
of the runners have asked 
about making it an annual 
thing!”

	 For more information on 
how you can help fund the 
implementation of a sensory 
room at West Point Elemen-
tary School, or for support 
and resources for those with 
or caring for those with spe-
cial needs, contact Godbee at 
256-303-7877.
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Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Calling All Young Sing-
ers!
Cullman Community 
Young Singers (CCYS) is 
looking for YOU! All young 
singers (ages 8-15) are in-
vited to join us on Tuesday 
afternoons from 3:30-4:45 
at the Little House at Art 
Park, 1031 Second St. SW 
in Cullman. No auditions, 
just come for a fun after-
noon of learning music 
from pop to classical 
styles. We will rehearse 
and prepare to perform 
at a variety of events in 
and around the Cullman 
community. Bring your 
friends- we will have 
music and everything you 
need to get started! For 
more information, text or 
email Miss Cindy at 256-
338-4404, cindypass22@
gmail.com. CCYS is spon-
sored by Cullman Parks, 
Recreation & Sports Tour-
ism. 

Baileyton Bargain Days
First and third Saturday 
of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park. Beauty 
and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, 
food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 
will allow a shopper to 
fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require 
a larger donation. There 
will be some restrictions 
and product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks 
accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improve-
ments and capital im-
provements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings 
(all are welcome) Mon-
days and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next to 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone num-
bers: 256-347-1097, 256-
841-2209 or 256-708-1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m.- noon, 
Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
We d n e s d a y s - Fr i d a y s 
11 a.m.-noon. Cullman 
Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings serves chil-
dren ages 1-18 in need of 
assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register 
your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, dec-
orations and toys! Pickup 
is the last weekend of the 
month. Saturday (5100 
Curry Highway Suite 
100-B Jasper, AL 35504) 
from 3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month 
at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1 
p.m.  Birth certificate is 

required at the time of 
box pickup. Register at 
h t t p s : // f o r m . j o t f o r m .
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-7478. 
•	 Wednesday, May 3 - 7 
p.m. Children and youth 
“RULES of ENGAGE-
MENT” Bible study class-
es. Free pizza for children 
at 6:30 p.m. Van runs in 
the 5 Points Area at 6. Call 
256-841-2060 for pickup. 
•	 Friday, May 5 - 7 p.m. 
Recovery Ministry Guest 
Speaker is Jeff Gilliland - 
Fellowship & Testimonies. 
Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of everyone’s 
life. Come and see how to 
overcome these and more! 
For those who want to get 
together before class bring 
a dish, dessert or drink 
@ 6:30 p.m. for a potluck 
meal. Nursery provided.
•	 Saturday, May 6- 8 a.m. 
Men’s Breakfast
•	 Sunday, May 7 - 8-9 
a.m. Prayer Group - Join 
Kevin and Pastor Bobby 
Sunday to pray for our 
church, nation and for 
those who need salvation 
and deliverance at 8, and 
also join Teresa Pritchard 
at 9 in the prayer room 
to pray for our church, 
nation and for those who 
need salvation and deliv-
erance.
•	 Sunday, May 7 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call 256-841-2060 
for pickup. Breakfast @ 
9:30. Bible study classes 
for children, youth and 
adults @ 10. Adult class at 
11. Praise and worship and 
message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cull-
man First Church of the 
Nazarene, 5415 Alabama 
Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handicap 
accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
Cullman Housing Author-
ity Community Center 
(1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). The 
first meeting is free. TOPS, 
a national program, is 
a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss 
and management through 
weekly meetings pro-
viding information, ac-
countability, support and 
encouragement where 
you make the changes that 
make sense to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our 
experiences, strength and 
hope. We carry the mes-
sage of hope by letting 
others know that they are 
not alone by practicing the 
12 Steps of NAR-ANON 
and changing our own at-
titudes. We Respect Your 
Anonymity. Our program 
is not a religious one, but a 
spiritual way of life. Meet-
ings will be held at The 
Ruehl Building (Family 
Life Center of St. John’s 
Church) Tuesday evenings 
at 6 p.m. Contact Jamie 
Weathersby Smith 256-
708-7122 or Don or Nancy 

McKenzie 256-736-3327 
or 256-736-3470 for more 
information. 

Master’s Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Strawberry Festival
Saturday, May 6, 9 a.m. 
Depot Park. Hosting over 
24,000 visitors in one 
day, the Strawberry Fes-
tival was first celebrated 
in 1939. The festival fea-
tures live music, a large 
craft show, fun and games 
for the whole family and 
Cullman’s famous locally 
grown strawberries. This 
year’s festival will be head-
lined by Blues Traveler.

Heartland Quilt Guild 
Meeting
Thursday, May 11, at 
6:30 p.m. We will meet at 
St. Andrews Methodist 
Church on 615 Main Ave. 
SW., Cullman, Al 35055. 
All are welcome.
 
BBB of North Alabama 
Cullman Shred Day 
Saturday, May 13, from 9 
a.m.-noon at King Edward 
Plaza Shopping Center. 
This event will give area 
residents and small busi-
nesses the opportunity 
to help protect identities 
and the environment in a 
quick and easy drive-thru 
set up. 

The following FREE ser-
vices will be available 
onsite:  
•	 Document shredding: 
Only paper documents 
will be accepted. All other 
materials such as card-
board, plastic, metal and 
binders must be removed. 
There is a limit of three 
large trash bags or file 
storage boxes per vehicle.  
•	 Drug take-back: Cull-
man Police Department 
will be collecting prescrip-
tion and over-the-counter 
medications. Needles will 
not be accepted. 
•	 Non-perishable food 
donations: Benefits Cull-
man Caring for Kids
 For more information, 
call 256-533-4804. 

Holly Pond Homemak-
ers Club Meeting
Tuesday, May 16, for 
lunch at Charlie Bea’s 
Restaurant in Oneonta. 
The group will meet at 
First Baptist Church of 
Holly Pond at 10 a.m. to 
travel to the restaurant 
for a delightful lunch and 
good fellowship.  Invite 
prospective members to 
attend and encourage reg-
ular members to attend. 

Fairview High School 
Class of 1963 Meeting/
Luncheon 
Friday, May 19, at 1 p.m. at 
the Golden Corral in Cull-
man. The group will meet 
in one of the reserved 
rooms in the back of the 
restaurant. 

50th Annual Arley Day 
Festival
• Saturday, May 20, from 
8 a.m.-2 p.m. at Hamner 
Memorial Park, Helicon 
Road, Arley, AL 35541. The 
50th annual Arley Day 

Festival, Car Show and 
Parade is a family friendly, 
free event for young and 
old alike. Arts and crafts 
vendors, children’s games, 
water slides, horseback 
rides, food vendors, mu-
sical entertainment, rock 
wall climbing, FREE hot-
dogs for kids and more. 
The parade lines up at 7:30 
in the Arley Dollar Gen-
eral parking lot, proceeds 
down Highway 41, ending 
at Hamner Park where the 
car show starts. Pickleball 
demonstration at 10 on 
the park’s new courts, fol-
lowed by four 15-minute 
mini-lessons.

• Pancake breakfast at 
the Arley Fire Station, 
hosted by Arley First Bap-
tist Church. Community 
breakfast at Meek Baptist 
Church in the fellowship 
hall. Both meals are open 
7-8:30. Donations are ap-
preciated and all proceeds 
goes to the Arley Volun-
teer Fire Department. 
The festival is presented 
by the nonprofit Arley 
Women’s Club, Inc.; all 
proceeds remain in the 
communities served. For 
more information, visit 
www.facebook.com/Ar-
leyWomensClub. To regis-
ter as a vendor, or to be in 
the parade or car show and 
for schedule details, visit 
www.arleywomensclub.
org/arley-day. Please send 
any questions to arleyday-
festival@arleywomens-
club.org. 

Hamm Family Reunion
Saturday, May 20, at noon. 
Hanceville Lions Club. 111 
Michelle St. NW, Hancev-
ille. Please bring a covered 
dish.

Fairview High School 
Class of 1963 60th Re-
union 

• Friday, June 16, at 1 p.m. 
at the Golden Corral in 
Cullman. For more infor-
mation call Joyce Marie 
Williams Rodgers at 256-
339-3451.

• 7th Annual Bernard 
Blues and BBQ Arts & 
Crafts Festival

• September 9-10, 2023

• Contact:  Joyce Nix – 
256-255-5860; jnix@st-
bernardprep.com
 
7th Annual Bernard 
Blues and BBQ
Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 9-10, at St. Bernard. 
Featuring pottery, quilts, 
brooms, leather art, cy-
press furniture, paintings, 
jewelry, plants and more. 
Visit Ave Maria Grotto for 
a reduced price admission 
of only $5.  Admission do-
nation to the festival is $10  
per person; children 5 and 
younger free.  Proceeds 
benefit St. Bernard Prep 
School. Rain or shine 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. each day. Visit 
www.stbernardprep.com 
for more information.  

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

•	 FTA- driving while re-
voked 

Hill, Christopher S.; 47
•	 FTA- domestic vio-
lence-3rd degree 
•	 FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (2 counts)
•	 FTA- criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree 

Aviles, Victor M.; 30
•	 DUI

Lance, Travis E.; 26
•	 FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree

Golden, Kate M.; 29
•	 criminal trespass-2nd 
degree
•	 FTA- criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree 
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
(2 counts)
•	 FTA- expired tag

McClendon, Randy J.; 42
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

Gray, Paul J.; 57
•	 FTA- public intoxication 
(2 counts)

Phelps, Crystal M.; 37
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Hawkins, Brent J.; 31
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Langston, Joshua D.; 30
•	 DUI

Bliss, Timothy E.; 36
•	 harassment 

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055

Libraries (from Front)
movies) 

The libraries have books, 
CDs, DVDs, disc golf sets and 
even pickleball sets to lend 
out. There is also free Wi-Fi 
at each branch 24/7, and MiFi 
(mobile hotspots), which are 
circulated. 
	 Learn more at www.ccpls.
com. 
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CULLMAN, Ala. — After 
defeating Mortimer Jordan 
in the road in round one, 
the Bearcats returned home 
to Bill Shelton Field Friday 
night to host Athens in round 
two. Cullman got things 
started with a 3-0 win in 
game one and Cooper Loftin 
tossed a complete game shut-
out on the mound to lead the 
way. The Bearcats trailed for 
most of game two but ral-
lied to score five runs in the 
top of the fifth to pull ahead 
and went on to complete the 
sweep of the Eagles with a 7-3 
win in game two.

Cullman 3 - Athens 0 
(Game One)
The ‘Cats got on the board 
early. Elijah Hayes reached 
first on an error to lead off the 
bottom of the first, Paxton 
Ponder drew a walk and Riley 
Jackson singled on a bunt 
down the third base line to 
load the bases. 
	 Tucker Cagle then drew 
another walk to bring in a run 
and make it a 1-0 game and 
Hunter Howell stretched the 
lead to 2-0 with an RBI single 
later in the inning.
	 After a scoreless second 
inning, Zane Watwood led off 
the bottom to the third with 
a solo shot to left field to give 
Cullman a 3-0 advantage. 
	 Loftin cruised the rest of 
the way and ran into a little 
trouble in the seventh but es-
caped the jam to secure a 3-0 
win in game one.
	 Loftin tossed all seven in-
nings for Cullman, allowing 
just three hits and striking 
out four batters in the win. At 
the plate, Howell (one RBI) 
led the way with a pair of hits, 
Watwood (HR) added anoth-
er RBI and Cagle drove in a 
run as well.

Cullman 7 – Athens 3 
(Game Two)
The Bearcats stranded a pair 
of runners in the first inning 
and left the bases loaded in 
the second, keeping the game 
scoreless until a 2-run single 

gave the Eagles a 2-0 lead in 
the bottom half of the second 
inning. The ‘Cats loaded up 
the bases again in the top of 
the third but a line drive right 
at the left fielder kept Cull-
man off the board once again.
	 In the top of the fifth, the 
Bearcats loaded the bases for 
the third time in the game but 
this time they capitalized and 
tied the game at 2 runs apiece 

with a 2-run double off the 
bat of Cole Floyd. 
	 Hunter Howell scored 
on a fielder’s choice just two 
pitches later to put Cullman 
in front 3-2 and after Elijah 
Hayes walked to put run-
ners on the corners, Paxton 
Ponder shot an RBI single to 
right field to plate two more 
runs and make it a 5-2 game.
	 A sacrifice fly from Cooper 

Loftin brought Garrett Hall 
home to score and stretched 
the lead to 6-2 in the top of 
the sixth but Athens led off 
the bottom half of the inning 
with a solo homerun to trim 
the lead 6-3.
	 The ‘Cats were able to 
load the bases again in the 
top of the seventh and an 
error allowed Ponder to score 
and make it 7-3 going into the 

final frame.
	 Cullman collected the 
final three outs in the bottom 
of the seventh and punched 
its ticket back to round three 
with a sweep over the Eagles.
	 Cagle nearly went the dis-
tance on the mound, tossing 
6.1 innings for Cullman and 
allowing three runs on just 
two hits. Riley Jackson led 
the way with three hits in the 

win, Floyd finished with two 
hits and two RBIs and Wat-
wood and Howell each added 
a pair of hits. Ponder (one hit) 
posted a pair of RBIs as well.
	 Cullman will stay home 
for round three to host the 
Gardendale Rockets. Games 
one and two will be Thursday 
at 4:30 and 7 p.m. with game 
three to be played Friday if 
necessary. 

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASEBALL

Bearcats sweep Athens to advance to round 3

Cullman’s Cooper Loftin (30) pitched a complete game shutout to lead the Bearcats past Athens 3-0 in game one Friday night.
NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

WEST POINT, Ala. — The 
West Point Lady Warriors 
didn’t have the best season 
last season in volleyball, but 
the future is definitely bright 
for them. Freshman Patton 
Brookfell talked about that 
season, what all she learned, 
her first year on varsity, and 
what she took away from that 
experience.
	 “It wasn’t the greatest. 
We definitely had our highs 
and lows, but towards the 
end of the season, we grew 
a lot closer. Even though we 
didn’t win county, we put 
everything we had into the 
game. I learned that sports 
isn’t just about winning. It’s 
about having fun, making 
friends, and treating every-
one like they’re your family. 
We’ve learned how to show 
respect towards others,” Fell 
said.
	 “It was a very humbling 
and fun experience. It was 
different at first because 
I was so young, but it was 
pretty easy adjusting to ev-
eryone since I was already 
friends with them.
	 “I learned that picking up 
your teammates also makes 
you feel better, which helped 
contribute to the team’s atti-
tude and performance.”
	 Brookfell played for head 
coach Kate Kent last season 
and talked about what she’s 
like as a coach, plus some 
things she learned from her.
	 “She is very encouraging, 
and she always builds us up. 
She has helped me realize 
that every play won’t be per-
fect, but as long as we try to 

fix our mistakes, it’s okay. She 
pushes us to be the best we 
can and continues to show us 
love, no matter what.”
	 Brookfell learned some 
things from last year’s upper-
classmen, and she will work 
on some things to get ready 
for next season.
	 “I learned that they have 
my back no matter what and 
I can trust them,” she said. 
“I’ll work on a lot of setting. 
More specifically, finishing 
my hands and getting to the 
target early so I can be pre-
pared and get ready to set.”
	 Brookfell talked about 
her goals and the team goals 
for next season, plus what 
will make the team special to 
watch.
	 “My team goals are to win 
county and area. My individ-
ual goals are to get all-coun-
ty, gain more confidence in 
my playing ability, and to be a 
motivator for our team,” she 
said.
	 “I feel like we are a very 
energetic and scrappy team. 
We work hard in practice to 
play good in games, and we 
put our time and effort into 
this sport.”
	 Brookfell talked a little 
bit about next year’s seniors 
and what they are like, plus 
the best advice that she was 
ever given.
	 “They are very encourag-
ing and uplifting. They pray 
with us before every game to 
prepare us and help us know 
our strength is through God,” 
she said.
	 “The best advice I’ve ever 
gotten was from my dad. He 
told me to keep my head up 
no matter what, have fun, 
and just play for the Lord.”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP VOLLEYBALL

‘Play for the Lord’: West Point’s Patton Fell recaps freshman season

West Point’s Patton Fell
PATTON FELL
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PREP VOLLEYBALL

‘Play for the Lord’: West Point’s Patton Fell recaps freshman season

PATTON FELL

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
Each May, the Alabama De-
partment of Mental Health 
(ADMH) promotes Mental 
Health Awareness Month 
along with other nation-
al organizations to raise 
awareness and acceptance 
surrounding mental health 
and to reduce stigma. This 
year Mental Health Month’s 
theme is “Look Around, Look 
Within” and encourages 
individuals to look around 
and look within. From your 
neighborhood to friends and 
families, many factors come 
into play when it comes to 
mental health.
	 “This year’s Mental 
Health Awareness Month is 
the perfect opportunity to 
inform Alabamians of life 
saving resources, like 988 and 
Crisis Centers, for individu-
als with mental illness, sub-
stance use disorders who may 
be in a crisis. Whether we 

share resources, encourage 
others to seek help or simply 
are there for someone when 
they reach out to us, we instill 
hope and reduce stigma” said 
Alabama Commissioner of 
Mental Health Kimberly Bo-
swell. In a crisis, call 988, an 
easy to remember number, 
offering a direct connection 
to compassionate, acces-
sible care and support for 
anyone experiencing mental 
health-related distress. 
Anyone can dial 988 if they 
are worried about a loved one 
who may need crisis support.
	 An individual’s decision 
to access care, can impact if, 
how and when mental health 
needs are met, which in turn 
affects mental health. How-
ever, one can take steps to 
protect their well-being. One 
of the steps you can take is 
reach out and make a call to a 
Warmline such as the Wings 
Across Alabama’s Warmline 
or the R.O.S.S Helpline, both 
of which are available 24/7, 
with peer support specialist 

available to offer assistance 
or resources. If crisis sta-
bilization is needed, Crisis 
centers are designated places 
for individuals to walk in, or 
for law enforcement, first re-
sponders and EMS personnel 
to take an individual that is in 
mental health or substance 
abuse crisis. At the center, the 
individual may receive stabi-
lization, evaluation and psy-
chiatric services. Click here 
for the locations of Crisis 
Centers. We invite mental 
health providers and part-
ners, and business, civic and 
faith-based communities to 
join in sharing the vital infor-
mation that mental health is 
something everyone should 
care and talk about, down-
load the toolkit and engage in 
awareness activities in their 
communities. For more in-
formation on Mental Health 
Awareness Month, please 
contact the Office of Public 
Information at publicinfor-
mation.dmh@mh.alabama.
gov or 334-242-3417.

MONTGOMERY, Ala. — 
Governor Kay Ivey recently 
issued a commendation in 
celebration of the National 
Wild Turkey Federation’s 
(NWTF) 50th anniversary. 
Representatives from the 
NWTF Alabama Chapter and 
Alabama Department of Con-
servation and Natural Re-
sources (ADCNR) joined the 
Governor at the State Capitol 
in Montgomery for a signing 
ceremony on April 6, 2023.
	 “We are extremely proud 
to be recognized by Gover-
nor Ivey for our efforts to 
help conserve wild turkey in 

Alabama,” said Craig Harris, 
Alabama NWTF Chapter 
President. “NWTF and the 
Conservation Department 
have partnered for decades so 
that future generations can 
enjoy this important natural 
resource. We are humbled to 
be recognized by Governor 
Ivey.”
	 ADCNR Commissioner 
Chris Blankenship, ADCNR 
Deputy Commissioner Ed 
Poolos, ADCNR Wildlife and 
Freshwater Fisheries Direc-
tor Chuck Sykes, and NWTF 
Alabama Chapter board 
member Andy Whittaker 
joined Harris and Governor 
Ivey for the signing ceremo-
ny.

	 “NWTF has been vital 
to the conservation of wild 
turkey in Alabama,” said 
Commissioner Blankenship. 
“We look forward to our con-
tinued partnership to ensure 
the future of this resource for 
generations to come.”

The commendation, in 
part, reads:

“WHEREAS, over the course 
of 50 years, the National 
Wild Turkey Federation has 
worked with state, federal 
and nongovernmental part-
ners to promote the conser-
vation of wild turkey and the 
preservation of our hunting 
heritage, participating in one 

of the greatest conservation 
success stories in American 
history, the return of wild 
turkey from the brink of ex-
tinction; and
	 WHEREAS, the Nation-
al Wild Turkey Federation 
has been at the vanguard of 
reversing declining hunt-
ing participation through 
nationwide investment in 
hunter recruitment, reten-
tion and reactivation efforts 
and partnering with states 
to develop opportunities to 
engage people from all walks 
of life in the outdoors tradi-
tion; and
	 WHEREAS, the Nation-
al Wild Turkey Federation 
supports and partner with 

the Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural 
Resources to conserve wild-
life habitat, increase hunter 
participation and invest in 
wild turkey research;
	 NOW, THEREFORE, I, 
Kay Ivey, Governor of Ala-
bama, do hereby commend 
the National Wild Turkey 
Federation on their 50th 
anniversary, and I salute the 
organization for their tre-
mendous efforts.”

About NWTF
Since 1973, NWTF has invest-
ed more than a half billion 
dollars in wildlife conserva-
tion and has conserved or 

enhanced more than 22 mil-
lion acres of critical wildlife 
habitat nationwide. The or-
ganization continues to sup-
port wildlife conservation, 
forest resiliency and robust 
recreational opportunities 
throughout the U.S. Learn 
more at www.nwtf.org. 

About ADCNR
ADCNR promotes wise stew-
ardship, management and 
enjoyment of Alabama’s nat-
ural resources through four 
divisions: Marine Resources, 
State Lands, State Parks, 
and Wildlife and Freshwa-
ter Fisheries. Learn more at 
www.outdooralabama.com.

ADMH: May is Mental Health Awareness Month

Ivey highlights NWTF contributions during its 50th anniversary

Staff Reports
Contributor

Staff Reports
Contributor

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS
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Hanceville’s Lowery 
inducted into Phi Beta 
Kappa Society at MSU

West Point High finishes 
8th in Quiz Bowl 
National Championship

MISSISSIPPI STATE, 
Miss. — Lindsey Lowery, 
majoring in Business Admin-
istration and German from 
Hanceville, is among Missis-
sippi State seniors inducted 
into the Gamma of Missis-
sippi Chapter of the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society for 2023.
	 Phi Beta Kappa induct-
ees are among the top 10% 
of their graduating class who 
have completed a broad range 
of liberal arts and sciences 
coursework, including for-
eign language and mathemat-
ics. Honored this spring with 
an induction ceremony and 
dinner sponsored by MSU’s 
Office of the Provost and Ex-
ecutive Vice President, the 
students were selected for 
their extraordinary academic 

achievement in the arts and 
sciences. 

About Mississippi State 
University 
Mississippi State University 
is a national STEM-focused, 
doctoral degree-granting, 
land-grant university of-
fering a wide range of ed-
ucational experiences for 
learning and growth to a 
diverse student body of ap-
proximately 23,000 students. 
Among the National Sci-
ence Foundation’s Top 100 
research universities, MSU 
provides access and oppor-
tunity to students from all 50 
states and 86 countries. MSU 
is committed to its compre-
hensive research university 
mission, addressing complex 
local and global issues with 
innovative ideas and solu-
tions.

ROSEMONT, Ill. — On the 
weekend of Saturday, April 
29, West Point High School 
joined 131 of the top quiz 
bowl teams from small public 
high schools at the Hyatt Re-
gency O’Hare Chicago for the 
2023 Small School National 
Championship Tournament 
to determine who was the 
best. West Point finished in 
eighth place in the Tradition-
al Public Schools Division.  
	 Quiz bowl is a competi-
tive, academic, interscholas-
tic activity for teams of four 
students.  Quiz bowl teams 
use buzzers to answer ques-
tions about science, math, 
history, literature, mytholo-
gy, geography, social science, 
current events, sports, and 
popular culture. 
	 The matches feature a 
blend of individual competi-
tion and team collaboration, 
since no individual player is 
likely to be an expert in all 
subject areas.  Participation 
in quiz bowl both reinforces 
lessons from the classroom 
and encourages players to 
develop new intellectual in-
terests.
	 The team, in the Tra-
ditional Public Schools 
Division, consisted of Sean 
Harbison, Brodie Henry, 
Brady Laughlin, Abigail 
Roy, Eli Taylor and John 
Davis Yovino.  The team was 
coached by Lee Henry.
	 West Point was one of 
four Alabama teams compet-
ing at the national champion-
ship.
	 West Point began the 

preliminary rounds with a 
10-game winning streak, in 
which they defeated Pet-
tisville A from Ohio; Law-
ton-Bronson from Iowa; 
Itawamba Agricultural from 
Fulton, Mississippi; Shelby 
from Ohio; West Iron County 
from Iron River, Michigan; 
Triopia from Concord, Illi-
nois; West Shamokin from 
Rural Valley, Pennsylva-
nia; Southern Boone from 
Ashland, Missouri; South 
Nodaway from Barnard, 
Missouri; and Weld Central 
B from Keenesburg, Colora-
do.  They finished the pre-
liminary rounds with a 10-0 
record, which qualified them 
for the playoffs.
	 West Point’s shot at the 
title ended when they lost to 
Batavia from Ohio in round 
19.
	 Brodie Henry was hon-
ored as an All-Star for cor-
rectly answering 104 tossup 
questions - 36 of them for 
“power,” that is, so early as to 
earn extra points - in the pre-
liminary rounds.
	 West Point High School 
finished in eighth place in the 
Traditional Public Schools 
Division.  
	 The Traditional Public 
Schools Division champion 
was Fair Grove R-X School 
Fair Grove, Missouri.  The 
Open Division champion was 
the A team from BASIS In-
dependent McLean McLean, 
Virginia.  
	 The 2023 Small School 
National Championship 
Tournament (Traditional 
Public Schools Division)’s 
field featured 77 teams from 
20 states.

A. Matthews
Mississippi State University

Staff Reports
Contributor

The City of Hanceville is seeking Sealed Bids for removal and replacement of the 
Library Roof located at 201 Commercial Street SE, Hanceville, AL 35077. 

• Remove and replace metal roof and awnings 
• Remove and replace 1st row decking 4’  
• Cost per sheet for additional OSB replacement due to rot 
• 26-gauge metal roofing (color TBD by city) with underlayment Rhino Felt  
• City will retain all metal 

Job must be completed by July 15, 2023. 
Prequalification is not required. 
Sealed Bids will be accepted through 4:30 p.m. on May 11, 2023. Bids will be opened and 
awarded on May 11, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. 
The City of Hanceville reserves the right to reject any and all bids. 
 
Deliver or mail sealed bid to:  
City of Hanceville 
Library Roof 
112 Main ST SE 
Hanceville, AL 35077 
 
 
 

 

MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY
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Obituary Announcements: April 29 - May 1

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422
Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

Joan Carolyn 
Segrest Gibbs, 90
Mrs. Joan Carolyn 
Segrest Gibbs passed 
away on April 28, 2023, in 
Cullman, Alabama after 
a brief illness. She was 
born on July 24, 1932, in 
Cullman, Alabama Mrs. 
Gibbs was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Luther and Ivory Sterling 
of Cullman, Alabama. 
Sisters, Anita Legg 
(Gurney), Betty Sterling, 
both of Cullman, and 
Nan McElroy (Winfred) 
of Huntsville. Nephews, 
Stan and Calvin McElroy 
of Huntsville, Alabama. 
Her first husband William 
Segrest of Shorter, 
Alabama and her second 
husband E.C. Gibbs of 
Hanceville, Alabama.  
Mrs. Gibbs is survived by 
her daughter Leah Segrest 
Funderburk and son-in-
law David Funderburk 
of Wetumpka, Alabama. 
G r a n d d a u g h t e r s 
Jayne Funderburk 
Luetzow (Kurt) of 
Somerville, Alabama, 
and Joy Funderburk of 
Wetumpka. Stepchildren 
E.C. Gibbs (Teresa) of 
Cullman, Sharon Spatero 
(Carl) of Panama City, 
Florida, many other 
step grandchildren.  
Mrs. Gibbs was raised 
in Cullman, Alabama. 
As a young adult, 
lived in Hamilton and 
Montgomery. She 
married Mr. William 
Segrest in 1950 and 
became a farmer’s 
wife. She later became 
employed with the United 
States Postal Service 
in Tuskegee, becoming 
the U.S. Postmaster of 
Shorter, Alabama until 
her retirement in 1993. 
Following the death of 
Mr. Segrest, she married 
Mr. E. C. Gibbs in 1988 
and moved to Hanceville, 
Alabama. She enjoyed 
traveling, painting, 
watching the Atlanta 
Braves, and spending 
time with family and 
friends.  The family would 
like to thank Mrs. Gibbs’ 
friend, Mr. Sim Calvert of 
Cullman. Appreciation to 
her doctor, Melinda Hart 
of Cullman and caregivers 
Theresa Freeman, 
Shirley Cox, and Brandon 
Freeman. In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be 
made to the Hanceville 
United Methodist 
Church, Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
and Saint Jude Children’s 
Hospital.  A graveside 
service for Joan will be 
held Tuesday, May 2, 
2023, at 11 a.m. at Calebee 
Cemetery, County Road 
9, Shorter AL. 36075.  
Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.
ridoutsprattvillechapel.
com for the Gibbs family. 

Howard Eugene 
Kent, 82
Howard Eugene Kent, 
of Cullman, Alabama, 
passed away on April 28, 
2023, at the age of 82. 
Mr. Kent was born in 
Oneonta, Alabama, on 
Jan. 23, 1941. Howard 
was known to many as 

the bicycle man. He was 
an outgoing man who 
never met a stranger. Mr. 
Kent loved scrapping 
and was an avid treasure 
hunter. He adored his 
grandchildren, and he 
will be greatly missed 
by many. Mr. Kent is 
preceded in death by 
his parents; son, Steven 
Kent; and brother, 
Willie Lee Kent. A 
host of stepchildren, 
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren, as well as 
a number of dear friends 
and relatives survive 
Howard. His memory will 
live on in the hearts of 
those he loved for many 
years to come. A time of 
visitation will be held on 
Monday, May 1, 2023, in 
the Holly Pond Funeral 
Home Chapel. Friends 
are invited to visit with 
the family from noon 
until funeral services 
begin at 1 p.m. Burial will 
follow services in Antioch 
Cemetery. Holly Pond 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the Kent family.

James V. Elliott, 92
A graveside funeral 
service for James V. 
Elliott, 92, of Hanceville, 
will be held at 1 p.m. on 
Tuesday, May 2, 2023, at 
Fairview West Cemetery 
in Hanceville with 
Brother Randall Waldrop 
officiating. James died 
at his home on Saturday, 
April 29, 2023.  He is 
survived by his wife 
Gaynell; children, Steve 
(Jennifer) Elliott, Tim 
Elliott and Gina (Richard) 
Casey. His grandchildren, 
Chad Elliott, Brett 
Elliott, Whitney 
(David) Suarez, Tiffany 
(Colton) Teeling, Brandi 
(Michael) Kornegay and 
Kyle (Brooke Barnett) 
Casey. Also surviving 
is a great-grandson, 
Eljah Gray Suarez and 
a sister, Clara Barnett; 
and a host of loving 
nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
siblings, Herman Elliott, 
Laura Alexander, Pat 
Stevens, Idas Elliott, 
Gene Elliott and Matt 
Elliott.  Pallbearers will 
be Chad and Brett Elliott, 
Michael Kornegay, Kyle 
Casey, David Suarez 
and Colton Teeling.   

Jeffrey Neil Hunter, 55
We regretfully announce 
the passing of Jeffrey Neil 
Hunter of Hanceville, 
Alabama. Jeff was born on 
July 10, 1967. He was 55 
years young and passed 
away in his home in the 
early morning of April 
28, 2023. Jeff was a very 
loving and very loved man 
who was always there for 
anyone when they needed 
him.  He was strong in his 
faith and fully devoted 
to our Lord and Savior. 
Jeff was blessed to have 
found his soulmate in 
this life and they had 
three beautiful children 
together. His family was 
everything to him.  He 
enjoyed fishing and spent 
his Saturdays in the fall 
cheering for the Crimson 
Tide. He was a master of 

the grill and smoker. Even 
though he always claimed 
to overcook the food, 
we knew it was his way 
of getting compliments 
out of everyone when we 
would tell him how good 
it was. Jeff will be greatly 
missed on this Earth, but 
we have peace knowing 
he is with our Father 
in Heaven.   He was 
preceded in death by his 
father, Billy Hunter. He is 
survived by his wife of 35 
years, Teresa Hunter; his 
mother, Glenda Smith; 
his children: Cody (Erika) 
Hunter, Monica (Kenny) 
Watts, and Gabby Hunter; 
his grandchildren: 
Kenlee Bradford; Colton 
Hunter, Cru Green, 
Riley Watts, and Odin 
Hunter. His siblings: 
Chris (Jennifer) Hunter, 
Sherri (Wayne) Nall, 
Kim (Mark) Underwood; 
Cru Green, Riley Watts, 
and Odin Hunter.  He 
also had a multitude of 
nieces, nephews, and 
friends that he cared for 
deeply.   Funeral services 
for Jeff Neil Hunter of 
Hayden will be 12 p.m. 
Monday, May 1, 2023 at 
Hanceville Funeral Home 
Chapel. Burial will follow 
the service at Hopewell 
Cemetery in Hanceville. 
Rev. Wayne Wisener, 
Adam Twilley and Chris 
Hunter will be officiating 
services. Visitation will 
be from 5 p.m. until 8 
p.m. on April 30, 2023 
at Hanceville Funeral 
Home.   In lieu of flowers, 
the family asks’ that 
donations be made to the 
American Cancer Society.

Jennifer Graham, 48
Mrs. Jennifer Graham, 
48, of Cullman, passed 
away April 29, 2023, at her 
residence. She was born 
April 21, 1975, to Donnie 
and Deborah Pace.  She 
was preceded in death 
by her grandparents Joe 
and Mary Brown and a 
great aunt, Clara Moody. 
Survivors include her 
children, Hunter Pace and 
Kye Graham, her parents, 
a brother, Justin (Tosha) 
Pace, mother-in-law 
Margaret New, and a host 
of nieces and nephews.  A 
private memorial service 
will be held at a later date. 

Jaime “Jimmy” 
Vargas, 81
Jaime “Jimmy” Vargas, 
81, of Falkville, Alabama 
passed from this life, 
Sunday, April 30, 2023, 
at CRMC. He was born 
in Puerto Rico on June 
16, 1941.  He left behind 
his wife, Paulette 
Vargas; two sons, Jim 
and wife, Sherry, David 
and wife, Ann Vargas; 
nine grandchildren; 19 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; 
family and friends.  He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents, Julio 
and America Cardero 
Vargas; and brothers 
and sisters.  He was an 
exceptional man. He was 
a wonderful husband, 
father, grandfather 
and great-grandfather. 
He was one of fifteen 
children. He enjoyed 
working on cars.  The 

family will receive friends 
at Cullman Funeral 
Home Tuesday evening 
from 5:30 p.m. until 8 
p.m. A graveside service 
will be held Wednesday 
at 2 p.m. at New Hope 
#2 Cemetery, Rev. Steve 
Rodgers officiating. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
c o m . 

Dewell Jones, 98
Mr. Dewell Jones, 98, of 
Hanceville, passed away 
Monday, May 1, 2023, 
at Hanceville Nursing 
Home. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Jones family. 
Mr. Jones was born 
Nov. 24, 1924, to George 
Cleveland and Maud 
Luraine Landers Jones. 
He was preceded in 
death by his parents 
and wives, Marie Jones, 
Freda Jones. Survivors 
include his son, Keith 
(Calene) Jones; step-
son, Kenneth Gill; step-
daughter, Kay Benefield; 
sister-in-law, Sarah 
Jones; grandchildren, 
Clark Jones, Chris 
(Kendra) Jones, Lisa 
(Chris) Brooks; great-
grandchildren, Gage 
Jones, Cameron Brooks; 
family and friends. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.
c o m . 

Joseph Allen Tarvin, 48
Joseph Allen Tarvin, 48, 
of Vinemont, passed away 
April 29, 2023. He was 
born December 25, 1974, 
in Birmingham, Alabama. 
A visitation will be held on 
Thursday, May 4, 2023, 
from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m. 
at Nichols Funeral Home 
in Addison. Funeral 
Services will follow at 2 
p.m. at the funeral home. 
Interment will follow in 
Dripping Springs Church 
of Christ Cemetery. 
Brother Wesley Slaton 
will officiate. Joseph is 
survived by his mother, 
Brenda Hannay (James); 
daughter, Khristen Davis; 
and a host of aunts, 
uncles, and cousins. He 
was preceded in death 
by his grandparents, 
Curtis and Myrtle Miller.

Allen Doyle 
Copeland, 66
Funeral services for 
Allen Doyle Copeland of 
Hanceville will be 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 3, 2023, 
at Hanceville Funeral 
Home Chapel. Burial 
will follow the service at 
Hopewell Cemetery in 
Hanceville. Visitation 
for the public will be 
from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday prior to 
the service at the funeral 
home. Mr. Copeland was 
born on July 5, 1956, to 
Otto and Evelyn (Cruz) 
Copeland in Jefferson 
County, Alabama. After 
high school, Allen went on 
to serve his country with 
the United States Army. 
Shortly after, he took on 
a job at the Boilermaker’s 
Local Union 108 as a 
boilermaker. That was 
only the beginning 

of what turned into a 
career and retiring about 
35 years later.  When 
Mr. Copeland wasn’t 
working, most of his time 
was spent on the road 
with his motorcycle. He 
also enjoyed spending 
time with his family and 
loved ones. Going above 
and beyond for anyone 
wasn’t anything out of 
character for him. He 
had several friends whom 
he absolutely adored. 
He was loved and will be 
deeply missed by many. 
After a brief illness Mr. 
Copeland passed away 
at the age of 66 on April 
28, 2023 at Cullman 
Regional Medical Center 
in Cullman, Alabama. 
Those left to cherish 
his memory are his 
wife, Wanda Copeland; 
children, Cory (Sydney) 
Copeland, Danny 
(Tammie) Chaviers and 
Amy (Brent) Triplett; 
grandchildren, Stella 
Copeland, Cooper 
Copeland, Tiffany, 
Chaviers, Savannah 
Chaviers, Alesha 
Anderson Katie Coker 
and Westo O’rear; 
siblings, Joey Copeland, 
Guy Copeland, Jimmy 
Copeland and Diane 
Booker; and a host of 
many loving nieces and 
nephews.  Mr. Copeland 
was preceded in death 
by his parents; daughter, 
Brandy Copeland; 
and granddaughter, 
Brittanie Triplett.

Dwight R. Nichols, 81
Dwight R. Nichols of 
Bradenton, Florida 
passed away from this 
earth March 11, 2023. 
A gathering of family 
and friends will be 
Sunday, May 7, 2023, at 
2 p.m. at the Hanceville 
Senior Center, located 
at 209 Michelle St. NW, 
Hanceville.  Dwight 
is survived by his son, 
Tim (Andrea) Nichols; 
grandsons, Zack (Emily) 
and Ben; long life 
companion, Gail Knott; 
sisters; Irma Tubbs and 
Corene (Jim) Phillips, 
and a host of nieces and 
nephews. He is preceded 
in death by a son, 
Matthew; his parents, 
Gordon and Carrie 
Nichols; and his brother, 
Don Nichols. Dwight 
was born in Cullman, 
Alabama on Jan. 1, 
1942. After graduating 
from Hanceville High 
School, he later moved 
to Bradenton where 
he worked for Loral 
American Beryllium as 
an aerospace machinist. 
Upon retirement form 
Loral, he worked for the 
Florida State Department 
of Agriculture as a federal 
inspector. Dwight was 
a great friend to many 
and had a huge heart 
to serve others in need. 

Patricia Ann Atchley, 87
Mrs. Patricia Ann 
Atchley, age 87, of 
Cullman, Alabama passed 
away on Saturday, April 
29, 2023. Patricia was 
born in Fayette County 
Alabama on May 13, 1935, 
to Thomas Lester and 

Irene Boger Dockery. 
She is preceded in death 
by her parents and her 
husband: Robert Atchley. 
She was the restaurant 
manager at Whitlocks 
located in Trimble for 
many years. Funeral 
services are Thursday, 
May 4, 2023 at 2 p.m. at 
Moss Service Funeral 
Home Chapel with Bro. 
Steve Bryan officiating. 
Interment will follow 
services in Bethlehem 
West Cemetery. Survivors 
are: sons: Bobby Atchley, 
Donnie Atchley, brother: 
Roger (DeAnn) Dockery, 
grandchildren: Jared 
Atchley and Jessica 
Atchley. Visitation will 
be Thursday May 4, 2023, 
at Moss Service Funeral 
Home from 11 a.m. until 
service time at 2 p.m. 
Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.
m o s s s e r v i c e f h . c o m 
for the Atchley family.

Reverend Horace 
R. Hall, 86
Reverend Horace R. 
Hall, 86, passed away 
on Monday, May 1 2023, 
at 12:55 a.m. He was 
affectionately known 
by his host of friends 
and church families as 
Bro. Hall, and he was 
known as PawPaw by 
his grandchildren. Bro. 
Hall was born on April 
4, 1937, in Tuscaloosa 
County.  Bro. Hall was 
preceded in death by 
his parents, William D. 
and Lucille Ward Hall; 
sisters, Nita Horn, Trixie 
Boyd, and Charlotte 
Bryant; and brothers, 
William Lee Hall and 
Daniel Hall.  Bro. Hall 
was survived by his “main 
woman” and beautiful 
wife of 61 years, Charlie 
Mae Hall; daughters, 
DeeDee (Barry) Carden 
and Cindy Bohon; 
grandchildren, Alan Ross 
(Jenna) Bohon, Austin 
Carden, and Karlee 
(Montae) Pickens; great-
grandchildren, Bentley 
Bohon and Blayklee 
Bohon; and a host of 
nieces and nephews.  Bro. 
Hall was called to preach 
in September 1966 and 
attended Baptist Bible 
Institute in Graceville, 
Florida. In his 53 years 
of ministry, he pastored 
six Southern Baptist 
churches, Beulah Baptist 
in Dothan, Alabama, New 
Hope Baptist in Romulus, 
Alabama, New Haven 
Baptist in Greensboro, 
Alabama, First Baptist 
Church of Fairview in 
Cullman, Alabama, First 
Baptist Church of Holly 
Pond in Holly Pond, 
Alabama. He pastored 
First Baptist Church of 
Fairview for 22 years and 
stood as Pastor Emeritus.  
Visitation will be Tuesday 
May 2, 2023, from 6 p.m. 
until 8 p.m. at Cullman 
Heritage Funeral 
Home in Cullman, AL. 
Celebration of Life will 
be held Wednesday, 
May 3, 2023, at 2 p.m. 
at First Baptist Church 
of Fairview, and he will 
lie in state from 1 p.m. 
until 2 p.m. at the church.
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2023 Bloomin’ Festival 
breaks records
CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
39th Annual Bloomin’ Festi-
val at St. Bernard Abbey and 
Prep School was a smash-
ing success! The two-day 
arts and crafts festival, held 
April 22-23, attracted record 
numbers of visitors and ven-
dors, thanks to the beautiful 
weather and the variety of 
quality handmade products 
on display. 
	 People from all over the 
country came to Cullman to 
enjoy one of the best festivals 
in the South, according to 
Festival Director Joyce Nix. 
Nix, who has been in charge 
of all 39 festivals, says she 
carefully selects the artisans 
who participate in the show 
to ensure they offer original 
and high-quality items. 
	 “Our goals are to make 
sure they are providing a 
quality handmade product 
and to do our best to deter-
mine if they are a good fit for 
our show,” Nix said. 
	 She added that the arti-
sans are like family to St. Ber-
nard because they support 
the work of St. Bernard Prep 
School.
	 “Many of them have 
become donors to our pro-

gram simply because of the 
generosity of our students 
and volunteers,” Nix said. 
	 The festival featured 186 
booths with a wide range of 
products, from handmade 
brooms, blacksmithing, 
ground cornmeal and grits, 
handmade baskets, jewelry, 
paintings of all mediums, 
wood turned bowls and pens, 
to wooden handmade toys, 
clothing, baked goods, fudge, 
funnel cakes, strawberry waf-
fles, and the best street corn 
ever. Visitors also discovered 
cut out metal art, birdhouses, 
wind chimes, doll clothing, 
purses, pottery, leather, bird-
feeders, birdhouses, teak fur-
niture and much more. 
	 The festival continued on 
Sunday with cooler tempera-
tures in the low 60s, but that 
did not stop the visitors from 
enjoying the arts and the at-
tractions. 
	 One of the attractions 
was the Ave Maria Grotto, a 
miniature replica of famous 
religious sites and buildings, 
which offered a discounted 
admission for the festival 
weekend. 

The festival also featured 
a grand prize sweepstakes 
for a Jeep Renegade and 
other prizes. The sweep-

stakes drawing was held on 
Sunday at 4 p.m., with Fr. 
Joel Martin presiding. The 
winners were: 

•	 Ann S. McMahon of Mc-
Calla, AL - Jeep Renegade 

•	 Allen Cervi of Chelsea, AL 
- Apple iPad 

•	 Michelle Bessette of 
Leeds, AL - Apple AirPods 

•	 Patsy Armstrong of Cull-
man, AL - Fitbit watch 

•	 Charles Fulks of Madison, 
AL - weather radio 

Nix expressed her gratitude 
to everyone who support-
ed the festival in any way. 
“Your participation makes it 
possible for us to have a fun 
family weekend in Cullman, 
and it also helps continue the 
longstanding tradition of ed-
ucation at St. Bernard Prep!” 
she said. 
	 St. Bernard is already 
planning for its next events: 
the 7th Annual Bernard Blues 
and BBQ festival Sept. 9-10, 
2023, and the 40th Annual 
Bloomin’ Festival April 
20-21, 2024. Applications for 
both shows are available now 
at www.stbernardprep.com. 

St. Bernard
Contributor

“Congratulations to our 4th place winner - Patsy Armstrong 
of Cullman on winning the Fitbit watch!”

BLOOMIN’ FESTIVAL ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR/FACEBOOK

ALEA marks 1st anniversary, success of LEADS
MONTGOMERY, Ala. — In 
April of 2022, the Alabama 
Law Enforcement Agency’s 
(ALEA) Driver License Di-
vision launched a new and 
modernized driver license 
system, replacing a complex 
legacy system that had been 
in place for nearly two de-
cades.
	 Since the launch of the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency Driver License 
System (LEADS), opera-
tions for both citizens and 
driver license personnel 
have greatly improved across 
the state. Over 1.3 million 
driver license credentials 
have been processed since 
the modernized system went 
live, however, the Agency has 
experienced reduced wait 
times in local offices, and 
hard copies of driver licens-
es have been delivered to 
customers two to three days 
faster than with the previous 
system. Additionally, a new 
streamlined process for sub-
mitting accident claims has 
improved processing times 
from approximately two to 
three weeks to two to three 
business days.
	 “Employees within multi-
ple divisions of ALEA worked 
diligently alongside FAST 
Enterprises to develop and 
implement this new system. 
I am pleased to recognize 
and showcase the hard work 
and dedication of all the em-
ployees who played an inte-
gral role in LEADS by high-
lighting the success of such 

a monumental and historic 
project,” ALEA Secretary Hal 
Taylor said. “Our Agency is 
proud to serve the citizens 
of Alabama and we are ded-
icated to continuing to find 
innovative and convenient 
methods to provide Alabam-
ians with premier customer 
service, whether it’s face to 
face in our local driver license 
offices or by enhancing online 
services.”
	 Drivers can renew their 
license online, update 
emergency contacts, make 
payments, upload U.S. De-
partment of Transportation 
(USDOT) Medical Cards, and 
individuals can even pre-ap-
ply for an Alabama License 
if they are first-time drivers. 
ALEA’s updated webpage 
also features a virtual “ALEA” 
assistant via chat box to assist 
in navigating the online ser-
vices and answer basic ques-
tions.
	 Since LEADS, thousands 
of customers have taken 
advantage of the enhanced 
online services, increasing 
efficiency and customer sat-
isfaction. Data collected by 
the Agency shows 78% of cus-
tomers now submit hardship 
applications online, allowing 
processing times to decrease 
from five days to one or two 
days. Over 6,000 Commer-
cial Driver License (CDL) 
Medical Self-Certifications 
are processed each month 
online, which has resulted in 
an 87% increase in approval 
time. Over 22,000 license 
renewals or duplicates are 
processed online per month, 
and over 2,000 motor vehicle 

reports are processed online 
each month.
	 ALEA’s Department of 
Public Safety Director (DPS) 
Colonel Jon Archer previ-
ously served as the Agency’s 
Driver License Division chief 
and led the division from 
start to finish of the project 
before his promotion to colo-
nel on March 1.
	 “A new modernized 
driver license system to 

improve customer service 
and internal operations was 
first envisioned by Secretary 
Taylor several years ago and 
was brought to life at the 
direction of his leadership,” 
said Archer.
	 “Through analytics and 
observations over the course 
of the past year, it is easy 
to mark LEADS as a huge 
success for the agency and 
the entire state of Alabama. 

Our employees worked long 
hours to complete this proj-
ect and did an outstanding 
job ensuring all tasks were 
met and all equipment was in 
working order by the desig-
nated deadlines.
	 “We are grateful for their 
dedication as well as the con-
tinued support of Governor 

Kay Ivey and the legislature 
for providing us with the re-
sources needed for this mon-
umental success. However, 
this one-year anniversary 
does not mark the end but 
only the beginning as we con-
tinue to strive for excellence 
and exceed customer expec-
tations moving forward.”

Staff Reports
Contributor
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