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CPD Autism Awareness Month patch sales benefit Autism Speaks
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The Link’s Nurturing 
Place officially open
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Pilot Club hosts 28th annual fashion show and luncheon

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Link of Cullman County’s Nurtur-ing Place, a weekly gathering place for tutoring, life skill sessions and supervised visi-tations is officially open with refreshed paint, furnishings and decor courtesy of a grant given from the Alabama De-partment of Child Abuse and Neglect Prevention. Staff, board members, Cullman Mayor Woody Jacobs and several community members were present as Executive Director Melissa Betts cut the ceremonial ribbon on Wednesday, April 26, 2023.

 The lush, renovated space boasts a large foyer filled with school supplies, a learning kitchen, a smaller room with floor-to -ceiling shelving stuffed with books for all reading levels and two super-vised visitation rooms. Dakota Trammell, liter-acy coordinator at The Link, noted the nonprofit takes a very hands-on approach. It’s not unusual for learners and tutors to be found sprawled in the floor working on letter recognition and incorporat-ing tactile experience to the learning at hand. “We try to accommodate learners no matter what is going on,” he said. “A lot of 

our learners are some form of neurodivergent, so we meet them where they’re at. Just an extra hour a week of one-on-one can make a huge difference.” Betts mentioned that the timing of the ribbon cutting was especially poignant given that the project was funded by a grant given from the Al-abama Department of Child Abuse and Neglect Preven-tion, and April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. “I truly am pleased that we were able to do this.” she smiled. “It’s really a need for us to give our kids who come here for services a safe place that was de-

Cayla Grace Murphycaylagrace@cullmantribune.com
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The Pilot Club of Cullman hosted its 28th annual Fashion Show and Luncheon at The Venue at Cotton Creek on Wednesday. PHOTOS COURTESY TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

The Link of Cullman County staff, board members, Cullman Mayor Woody Jacobs and several community members were present as Executive Director Melissa Betts cut the ceremonial ribbon on The Nurturing Place Wednesday, April 26. CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Jacobs declares April 23-29 Relay For Life Week

Left to right are Megan Corbett, Linda Walker, Helen Allen, Mayor Woody Jacobs, Rebekah Cash and David and Emily Abney (with baby Delta). CITY OF CULLMAN» PAGE 2

PREP SOCCERCullman’s Morrow signs with Birmingham-Southern

Cullman’s Abby Morrow signed to continue her playing career at Birmingham-Southern College Wednesday. Abby is a three-year starter at Centerback, earned First Team All-State honors as a junior and was selected as a Team Captain for 2023. Come out to Oliver Woodard Stadium Friday night at 7 p.m. to cheer on Abby and the Lady Bearcats as they face Fort Payne in the opening round of the 6A state playoffs.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Click, click CanvaStudents learn digital presentation skills at Cullman City Schools

Students at East Elementary School show off their Canva presentations as part of a recent design and presentation project. CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS» PAGE 6
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‘The contributions 
they make can’t 

be measured’
CHS, Wallace State baseball teams support Miracle League
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‘Goals can be 
achieved through 

hard work and 
dedication’: Good 

Hope’s Lillie 
McCluskey recaps 

junior season
» PAGE 6

Stiefelmeyer Building 
damaged in severe storm

CULLMAN, Ala. — This 
week was a special one at 
Field of Miracles. Both the 
Cullman High School and 
Wallace State Baseball Teams 
visited for a game Tuesday 
night and both the Bearcats 
and the Lions showing their 
support always means a great 
deal to the Miracle League’s 
players.
 The Field of Miracles is 
a multi-use sports complex 
designed to provide athletes 
of all abilities with a fun place 
to compete.
 The complex is consid-
ered to be the first in the 
country to combine a miracle 
field and regular-use softball 
fields in the same park.
 Miracle League Baseball 
utilizes the Field of Miracles 
during the spring and fall sea-

sons. A rubberized field sur-
face accommodates athletes 
of all capacities.
 Bearcats Head Coach 
Brent Patterson is proud to 
be involved with the Miracle 
League and looks forward to 
visiting with his teams each 
season.
 “We love making the 
trip over to Miracle Field. 
Every time we go, we are en-
couraged and blessed by the 
players who show so much 
passion and enthusiasm,” 
Patterson said.
 “The Miracle League is 
one of the best things Park & 
Rec does. Everyone involved 
put a lot into making sure 
those players have a fun and 
memorable season.”
 Cullman Parks, Recre-
ation and Sports Tourism’s 
Therapeutic Recreation Di-
rector Kelly Pulliam is always 
happy to host the Bearcats 

and was pleased to welcome 
the Wallace State Lions Base-
ball Team this week as well.
 “We see the participation 
of the CHS baseball team and 
the Wallace State baseball 
team as an amazing thing. 
These two organizations 
bring enormous energy with 
them and the contributions 
they make can’t be mea-
sured,” Pulliam said.
 “The participation level 
of our players increases. Our 
players love the interaction 
with the teams.
 “They remember that 
night for a very long time and 
the smiles on the faces of our 
players far outshine the lights 
shining on the miracle league 
field.
 “We can’t begin to thank 
CHS and Wallace State base-
ball teams enough for the joy 
they bring to our program 
and the hearts of our players.”

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Stiefelmeyer Building and 
surrounding area were dam-
aged during an unexpected 
severe storm in the early 
morning hours of Friday, 
April 28, 2023. About one-

third of the roof and build-
ing debris were blown away, 
vehicles were damaged and 
a power pole in the alley 
between First and Second 
Avenues Southeast was splin-
tered.
 Michael Locascio and 
Garrett Masters, owners 
of The National (formerly 

known as Dreher’s), said the 
damage was mostly caused 
from flying debris from other 
areas of the roof and reno-
vation materials, but likely 
won’t affect typical business. 
 “It was not good, but it 
could have been much worse 
for us, so we’re very blessed 
for that. The big 

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com
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PREP BASKETBALL

CHS hires 
WSCC’s 
Jessica 
McBrayer as 
new varsity 
girls basketball 
coach

New Cullman High Schools 
girls basketball coach 
Jessica McBrayer, who joins 
the Bearcats from Wallace 
State Community College 
in Hanceville

BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 9

Sharpe 
to head 
Wallace 
State 
Women’s 
Basketball Wallace State women’s 

basketball coach Allen 
Sharpe

BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 7

A leaning power 
pole is seen in the 
alley behind The 

National (formerly 
known as Dreher’s); 

the damage 
occurred during an 
unexpected storm 
around 1:50 a.m. 

Friday, April 28. »

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cullman High School’s Baseball Team visited Field of Miracles 
Tuesday night to support the Miracle League’s players.

CULLMAN THERAPEUTIC RECREATION/FACEBOOK
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‘We must continue to 
ensure that Alabama 
remains connected’

Ivey attends Hwy. 157 expansion ceremony
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R. Hall

 » PAGE 7

OBITUARIES

SUNNY THEN MOSTLY
SUNNY AND BREEZY

WEATHER
69 43

SOURCE: WEATHER.GOV

Arrests and Incidents
» PAGE 2

Community Calendar
» PAGE 3

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

– SPORTS –

Bearcats 
sweep Athens 
to advance to 

round 3
» PAGE 4

Fun run raises money 
for WPES sensory room

CULLMAN, Ala. — Gov. 
Kay Ivey on Monday cut the 
ceremonial ribbon on the 
completion of the Alabama 
Highway 157 four-lane ex-
pansion project. The ceremo-
ny took place at Northbrook 
Baptist Church, where Ivey 
was joined by Cullman Mayor 
Woody Jacobs; Cullman Eco-
nomic Development Agency 
Governmental Affairs Direc-
tor Jamie Troutman; Rep. 
Randall Shedd, R-Fairview; 
Sen. Garlan Gudger, R-Cull-
man; and Rep. Corey Harbi-
son, R-Good Hope, among 
others.
 According to Troutman, 
the City of Cullman applied 
for a Better Utilizing In-
vestments to Leverage De-

velopment (BUILD) grant 
from the USDOT and was 
awarded the $14.9 million 
grant in December 2018. In 
addition to the BUILD grant, 
a combination of state, city 
and other federal funding 
was used for the project. 
(Read more at www.cullman-
tribune.com/2018/12/07/
this-is-big-really-big-city-
of-cullman-announces-14m-
grant-to-complete-hwy-157-
4-lane-project) 
 “As leaders, we are tasked 
not to just figure out what 
tomorrow holds, or the next 
week, or the next year,” said 
Gudger.
 “Our job is to make sure 
that we direct the future of 
this community for genera-
tions to come. This is what 
157 and the widening of this 
road has done…It will allow 

for future growth and safer 
travel.”
 Said Ivey, “As our econ-
omy continues on its re-
cord-breaking upward tra-
jectory, we must continue to 
ensure that Alabama remains 
connected.”
 Ivey said the widening 
of Highway 157 will increase 
connectivity and accessibil-
ity, especially to rural com-
munities. 
 The project broke 
ground in October 2020 
( w w w . c u l l m a n t r i b u n e .
c o m / 2 0 2 0/0 8/ 1 2/a l d o t -
opens-bids-for-highway-
157-4-lane-project) and 
completes a four-lane cor-
ridor that runs almost 60 
miles from U.S. Highway 278 
to Alabama Highway 69 in 
Cullman, according to Ivey’s 
office.

WEST POINT, Ala. — The 
evening was aglow with 
neon, puzzle piece motifs and 
plenty of pump-up music Sat-
urday, April 29, at West Point 
baseball field for the 5K Sen-
sory Fun Run to help raise 

funds for a sensory room 
at West Point Elementary 
School. Runners of all ages, 
sizes and abilities donned 
glow-in-the-dark necklaces 
and bracelets to light up the 
night for autism awareness.
 Lauren Godbee, organiz-
er of the event, expressed 
her gratitude. “I can’t wait 

to show you all the sensory 
room at West Point Elemen-
tary School once completed. 
This room will be a great 
asset to all children within 
the school!”
 Godbee said she was 
blown away by the support, 
saying that once the word 
got out about the 
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Governor Kay Ivey, center, cuts the ribbon on the Alabama Highway 
157 four-lane expansion Monday, May 1, 2023. Ivey is joined by local 
and state elected officials, community members and others.

TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

SHOWERS OF SAVINGS WITH BILL’S DEALS!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

ALABAMA’S LARGEST BUICK GMC DEALERSHIP
*Notates all rebates applied, must have 2005 or newer qualifying trade in. Prices are plus tax, title, & fee. Colors may vary.

© 2023 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

STK#34061

ECOTEC 2.0L TURBO ENGINE

WAS WAS $47,080$47,080

NOWNOW
$40,995$40,995**

 NEW 2023 BUICK ENVISION
FWD 4DR AVENIR

PREP FISHING

Good Hope’s Clark, 
Arnold receive Angler 
of the Year trophies

Good Hope’s Ross Clark and Zach Arnold received their 
2023 Alabama BASS Nation High School Junior Division 
Anglers of the Year trophies Saturday at the Alabama BASS 
Nation Junior State Championship at Logan Martin Lake.

ALABAMA BASS NATION HIGH SCHOOL

Runners line up for a quick start to the 5K Sensory Fun 
Run hosted Saturday evening in West Point. The run, 
organized by Lauren Godbee, was a fundraiser to implement 
a sensory room in West Point Elementary School.

SHERRY BROWN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

» PAGE 2

Cullman libraries celebrate 
National Library Week

Guy Hunt Library’s Ann Harrison and Shelia Wilhite 
with Holly Pond Mayor Carla Hart mark 
2023 National Library Week.

TIFFANY MCKOY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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‘With great power 
comes great 

responsibility’ 
Community celebrates David Wiggins’ 

17-year tenure at East Elementary
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– SPORTS –
Lady Bearcats advance 
to Area Championship 

game with 13-1 win over 
Pinson Valley; Tuesday 

scoring recap
» PAGE 4

PREP BASEBALL PLAYOFFS

Bearcats preparing for round 
3 clash with Gardendale

CULLMAN, Ala. — The com-
munity came out to celebrate 
a beloved educator Monday, 
May 1, when family, mentors, 
faculty, staff and countless 
current and former students 
gathered to celebrate David 
Wiggins. This school year will 
be Wiggins’ last at the helm 

of East Elementary School, 
where he’s been impacting 
students and doling out his 
famous high-fives for the last 
17 years. 
	 The event, held in the 
Cullman High School au-
ditorium, was organized by 
East Elementary PTO Pres-
ident Katie Smith, who said 
her motivation was to show 
appreciation for the way 

Wiggins has shown up over 
and over again for all of his 
students.
	 “He is always there to 
support their activities,” she 
said, “so we wanted to put 
on an actual ceremony so we 
can support him in the same 
capacity.” 
	 Smith said the event was 
designed to match Wiggins’ 
energy. “He’s a 

CULLMAN, Ala. — After 
toppling Mortimer Jordan 
on the road in round one 
and sweeping past Athens in 
round two, the Cullman Bear-
cats are set to return to Bill 

Shelton Field Thursday night 
to host Gardendale in round 
three. Gardendale won a very 
tight series with Pell City 
in round one and handled 
Hazel Green in round two 
to advance and Head Coach 
Brent Patterson knows the 
Rockets will present plenty 

of challenges for the ‘Cats in 
this series.
	 “They’re well-rounded, 
very solid all over, incredibly 
competitive with a group of 
guys that just know how to 
win and really want to win, 
and they are fantastic offen-
sively,” Patterson 

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com

PET OF 
THE WEEK

My fellow 
Americans, 

check 
out Mr. 

Kennedy Mr. Kennedy smiles for his 
constituents.

DONNA RUTTKAY
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THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2023VOL. 150 • 50¢ PER COPY USPS 139-700 • NO. 52

SERVING CULLMAN – IN THE HEART OF DIXIE – SINCE 1874

The Cullman TribuneThe Cullman Tribune

Principal David Wiggins received a tearful, heartfelt standing ovation from family, 
mentors, faculty, staff and countless current and former students Monday, May 1, 
2023. Wiggins is set to retire after 17 years with East Elementary School.
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The Cullman Bearcats will host Gardendale for the 
round three of the 6A state playoffs at Bill Shelton 
Field Thursday night starting at 4:30 p.m.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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PREP 
BASKETBALL

Holly 
Pond’s Ham 

signs with 
Faulkner

Holly Pond standout Maddi 
Ham signed to continue her 
playing career at Faulkner 
University Tuesday.

HOLLY POND HIGH SCHOOL

PREP 
BASKETBALL

Holly Pond 
hiring Tim 
Willoughby 

as varsity 
boys coach

Holly Pond High School has 
hired former Cold Springs 
Head Coach Tim Willoughby 
to serve as the Broncos’ 
new varsity boys head 
basketball coach. Willoughby 
replaces head coach Cory 
Glasscock who spent two 
seasons at Holly Pond before 
accepting the head coaching 
position at Oneonta.

MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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CMS’ McGee ‘Final 4’ finalist for 
Alabama Teacher of the Year » PAGE 5



2 THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MAY 4, 2023

THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
MAY 4, 2023COMMUNITY MATTERS — LOCAL

CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported May 3

1 killed, 2 injured in multi-vehicle crash on I-65

CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported May 3, 2023. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear
 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No incidents or arrests re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS 
April 27
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Hobby Lobby; Town 
Square SW; general merchan-
dise 

May 1
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; Olive St. 
SW; general merchandise; 

$197
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; criminal trespass-3rd 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157; 
general merchandise; $10
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157; 
printer; $229
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree; Wal-Mart; Hwy. 157; 
general merchandise; $140

May 2
•	 identity theft; person 
•	 identity theft; person 
•	 theft of property-1st 
degree; person; cash

ARRESTS
May 1 – 2
Anders, Jeremy K.; 30
•	 FTA- insurance violation

Cable, Stacy R.; 39
•	 FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree 

McAnear, Taylor A.; 27
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Jones, Clinton M.; 34
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree

Smith, Daniel S.; 28
•	 FTA- insurance violation
•	 FTA- theft of proper-
ty-4th degree (2 counts)

Bright, Nicholas J.; 42
•	 FTA- driving while sus-
pended 
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
•	 FTA- improper lane usage
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

Mullennix, Joshua C.; 34
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree

Hodge, Michael K.; 33
•	 theft of property-4th 
degree
•	 criminal trespass-3rd 
degree 

Morrow, Stephen A.; 29
•	 public intoxication 

Thomson, Johnnie; 59
•	 public intoxication 

Sanford, Christopher L.; 38
•	 FTA- driving without li-
cense
•	 FTA- criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree 

•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia
•	 FTA- violation protection 
order

Vazquez, Rogelio S.; 41
•	 DUI

Nolasco-Medel, Michele D.; 
51
•	 FTA- driving on wrong 
side of road
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 

Feezell, Sherri L.; 49
•	 FTA- driving while li-
cense suspended 
•	 FTA- fail to register vehi-
cle 

Simmons, Felicia P.; 36
•	 FTA- possession of drug 
paraphernalia

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

CULLMAN COUNTY, Ala. 
— One person was killed and 
two injured in a multi-vehicle 
crash at approximately 8:15 
a.m. Monday, May 1, near the 
318 mile marker on Inter-
state 65 in Cullman County. 

	 Alabama State Troopers 
said David A. Moore, 37, of 
Berry, was fatally injured 
when the 2018 RAM 3500 
he was driving struck a 2012 
Freightliner tractor-trailer 
driven by Ryan D. Finney, 41, 
of Macon, Georgia.  
	 After the initial impact, 
the Freightliner struck a 2021 

GMC 2500 driven by Brayden 
C. Motter, 19, of Huntsville, 
and then struck a 2017 Pe-
terbilt tractor-trailer driven 
by Brian E. Huffstutler, 48, 
of Trafford. Moore was pro-
nounced deceased at the 
scene. The two passengers in 
the RAM, Bradley J. Melton, 
25, of Berry, and Edward T. 

Davis, 29, of Cullman, were 
both injured and transport-
ed to Cullman Regional for 
treatment. 
	 Nothing further is avail-
able as Troopers with the 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency’s (ALEA) Highway 
Patrol Division continue to 
investigate.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

Staff Reports
Contributor

Vehicle Title Problem? 
We have a Solution!

Unclaimed/Abandoned Vehicles, Mobile Homes & Surety Bonds
  

  JSE:Alabama's  Vehicle  Tit le 
Recovery  Service!

We can help with most Titled Vehicles in Alabama, including Cars, 
Trucks, Motorcycles, RV’s & Trailers.  Stop in, by phone or online!

Fre e  Ph on e  C onsu lt at i on
C a l l  1 - 2 0 5 - 2 6 7 - 5 7 3 5

                 w w w. J S E A L . c om

COMMUNITY CORNER

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week! Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print 
and distribute your work 
internationally. We do the 
work… You reap the Re-
wards! Call for a FREE Au-
thor’s Submission Kit: 888-
283-4780.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica’s Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak 
to a Relocation Specialist, 
call 844-925-3534.

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 
Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - $99 + FREE Shipping! 

100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 866-505-0828.

FOR SALE
DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV! 844-594-7108.

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
844-809-9165. Ask about 
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 

a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005.

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
323-5516.

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND! 
Donate a car to the American 
Council of the Blind. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24-hour 
response. Running or not. 
maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! 
Call 24/7: 844-601-1342.

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Submit your calendar items or public notices to wendy@cullmantribune.com

Calling All Young Sing-
ers!
Cullman Community 
Young Singers (CCYS) is 
looking for YOU! All young 
singers (ages 8-15) are in-
vited to join us on Tuesday 
afternoons from 3:30-4:45 
at the Little House at Art 
Park, 1031 Second St. SW in 
Cullman. No auditions, just 
come for a fun afternoon of 
learning music from pop to 
classical styles. We will re-
hearse and prepare to per-
form at a variety of events 
in and around the Cullman 
community. Bring your 
friends- we will have music 
and everything you need to 
get started! For more infor-
mation, text or email Miss 
Cindy at 256-338-4404, 
cindypass22@gmail.com. 
CCYS is sponsored by Cull-
man Parks, Recreation & 
Sports Tourism. 

Baileyton Bargain Days
First and third Saturday of 
each month from 8 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the old Baileyton 
fire station next to the 
town’s park. Beauty and 
health products, toys, home 
goods, pet items, food and 
many everyday items. A 
donation of $20 will allow 
a shopper to fill up a bag, 
and for $40 a shopper can 
fill a large box. Some of the 
items of greater value will 
require a larger donation. 
There will be some restric-
tions and product limits on 
the items. Cash and checks 
accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improve-
ments and capital improve-
ments for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group of 
Alcoholics Anonymous has 
open AA meetings (all are 
welcome) Mondays and 
Thursdays from 7-8 p.m. at 
the Carriage House, locat-
ed next to Grace Episcopal 
Church, 305 Arnold St. NE 
Cullman. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-708-
1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m.- noon, 
Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
Wednesdays-Fridays 11 
a.m.-noon. Cullman Hous-
ing Authority Community 
Center 1545 Vine Circle 
SW. Please call Kristie 256-
636-5362 for more infor-
mation. Eat in or take out. 
Sponsored by Kids Loving 
Kids, Raising Arrows 
Ministry and Spirit Life 
Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings serves chil-
dren ages 1-18 in need of as-
sistance to celebrate their 
birthdays. Register your 
child and pick up a birthday 
box with cake mix, icing, 
sprinkles, decorations and 
toys! Pickup is the last 
weekend of the month. Sat-
urday (5100 Curry High-
way Suite 100-B Jasper, AL 

35504) from 3-5 p.m. or the 
last Sunday of the month at 
Spirit Life Church Cullman 
from 12:30-1 p.m.  Birth 
certificate is required at the 
time of box pickup. Regis-
ter at https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, text 
or call 205-717-7478. 
• Friday, May 5 - 7 p.m. 
Recovery Ministry Guest 
Speaker is Jeff Gilliland - 
Fellowship & Testimonies. 
Hurts, habits and hang-ups 
are a part of everyone’s 
life. Come and see how to 
overcome these and more! 
For those who want to get 
together before class bring 
a dish, dessert or drink 
@ 6:30 p.m. for a potluck 
meal. Nursery provided.
• Saturday, May 6- 8 a.m. 
Men’s Breakfast
• Sunday, May 7 - 8-9 a.m. 
Prayer Group - Join Kevin 
and Pastor Bobby Sunday 
to pray for our church, 
nation and for those who 
need salvation and deliv-
erance at 8, and also join 
Teresa Pritchard at 9 in 
the prayer room to pray for 
our church, nation and for 
those who need salvation 
and deliverance.
• Sunday, May 7 - 9 a.m. Van 
runs in the 5 Points Area. 
Call 256-841-2060 for 
pickup. Breakfast @ 9:30. 
Bible study classes for chil-
dren, youth and adults @ 
10. Adult class at 11. Praise 
and worship and message 
by Pastor Bobby Dodd.

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cull-
man First Church of the 
Nazarene, 5415 Alabama 
Highway 157. CLOSED lit-
erature study. Handicap 
accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., at 
Cullman Housing Author-
ity Community Center 
(1545 Vine Circle SW, 
Cullman, AL 35055). The 
first meeting is free. TOPS, 
a national program, is 
a hands-on/pounds-off 
approach to weight loss 
and management through 
weekly meetings providing 
information, accountabili-
ty, support and encourage-
ment where you make the 
changes that make sense to 
you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by someone 
else’s addiction. We offer 
Help by sharing our expe-
riences, strength and hope. 
We carry the message of 
hope by letting others know 
that they are not alone by 
practicing the 12 Steps of 
NAR-ANON and chang-
ing our own attitudes. We 
Respect Your Anonymity. 
Our program is not a reli-
gious one, but a spiritual 
way of life. Meetings will be 
held at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. 
John’s Church) Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. Contact 

Jamie Weathersby Smith 
256-708-7122 or Don or 
Nancy McKenzie 256-736-
3327 or 256-736-3470 for 
more information. 

Master’s Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 9 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Strawberry Festival
Saturday, May 6, 9 a.m. 
Depot Park. Hosting over 
24,000 visitors in one day, 
the Strawberry Festival was 
first celebrated in 1939. The 
festival features live music, 
a large craft show, fun and 
games for the whole family 
and Cullman’s famous lo-
cally grown strawberries. 
This year’s festival will be 
headlined by Blues Trav-
eler.

Heartland Quilt Guild 
Meeting
Thursday, May 11, at 6:30 
p.m. We will meet at St. An-
drews Methodist Church 
on 615 Main Ave. SW., 
Cullman, Al 35055. All are 
welcome.
 
BBB of North Alabama 
Cullman Shred Day 
Saturday, May 13, from 9 
a.m.-noon at King Edward 
Plaza Shopping Center. 
This event will give area 
residents and small busi-
nesses the opportunity to 
help protect identities and 
the environment in a quick 
and easy drive-thru set up. 

The following FREE ser-
vices will be available 
onsite:  
• Document shredding: 
Only paper documents will 
be accepted. All other ma-
terials such as cardboard, 
plastic, metal and binders 
must be removed. There is 
a limit of three large trash 
bags or file storage boxes 
per vehicle.  
• Drug take-back: Cullman 
Police Department will be 
collecting prescription and 
over-the-counter medica-
tions. Needles will not be 
accepted. 
• Non-perishable food do-
nations: Benefits Cullman 
Caring for Kids
• For more information, 
call 256-533-4804. 

Holly Pond Homemakers 
Club Meeting
Tuesday, May 16, for lunch 
at Charlie Bea’s Restaurant 
in Oneonta. The group 
will meet at First Baptist 
Church of Holly Pond at 10 
a.m. to travel to the restau-
rant for a delightful lunch 
and good fellowship.  Invite 
prospective members to 
attend and encourage regu-
lar members to attend. 

Fairview High School 
Class of 1963 Meeting/
Luncheon 
Friday, May 19, at 1 p.m. 
at the Golden Corral in 
Cullman. The group will 
meet in one of the reserved 
rooms in the back of the 

restaurant. 

50th Annual Arley Day 
Festival
• Saturday, May 20, from 8 
a.m.-2 p.m. at Hamner Me-
morial Park, Helicon Road, 
Arley, AL 35541. The 50th 
annual Arley Day Festival, 
Car Show and Parade is a 
family friendly, free event 
for young and old alike. Arts 
and crafts vendors, chil-
dren’s games, water slides, 
horseback rides, food ven-
dors, musical entertain-
ment, rock wall climbing, 
FREE hotdogs for kids and 
more. The parade lines up 
at 7:30 in the Arley Dollar 
General parking lot, pro-
ceeds down Highway 41, 
ending at Hamner Park 
where the car show starts. 
Pickleball demonstration 
at 10 on the park’s new 
courts, followed by four 15-
minute mini-lessons.
• Pancake breakfast at 
the Arley Fire Station, 
hosted by Arley First Bap-
tist Church. Community 
breakfast at Meek Baptist 
Church in the fellowship 
hall. Both meals are open 
7-8:30. Donations are ap-
preciated and all proceeds 
goes to the Arley Volunteer 
Fire Department. The festi-
val is presented by the non-
profit Arley Women’s Club, 
Inc.; all proceeds remain in 
the communities served. 
For more information, visit 
www.facebook.com/Arley-
WomensClub. To register 
as a vendor, or to be in the 
parade or car show and for 
schedule details, visit www.
a r l e y w o m e n s c l u b. o r g /
arley-day. Please send any 
questions to arleydayfesti-
val@arleywomensclub.org. 

Hamm Family Reunion
Saturday, May 20, at noon. 
Hanceville Lions Club. 111 
Michelle St. NW, Hancev-
ille. Please bring a covered 
dish.

Fairview High School 
Class of 1963 60th Re-
union 
• Friday, June 16, at 1 p.m. 
at the Golden Corral in 
Cullman. For more infor-
mation call Joyce Marie 
Williams Rodgers at 256-
339-3451.
• 7th Annual Bernard Blues 
and BBQ Arts & Crafts Fes-
tival
• September 9-10, 2023
• Contact:  Joyce Nix – 256-
255-5860; jnix@stber-
nardprep.com
 
7th Annual Bernard 
Blues and BBQ
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 
9-10, at St. Bernard. Featur-
ing pottery, quilts, brooms, 
leather art, cypress fur-
niture, paintings, jewelry, 
plants and more. Visit Ave 
Maria Grotto for a reduced 
price admission of only $5.  
Admission donation to the 
festival is $10  per person; 
children 5 and younger 
free.  Proceeds benefit St. 
Bernard Prep School. Rain 
or shine 9 a.m.-4 p.m. each 
day. Visit www.stbernard-
prep.com for more infor-
mation. 

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

 

HUGE HUGE 
 4 FAMILY YARD SALE 

Ryans Creek Produce and Bar-B-Que 
Friday – May 5 and Saturday – May 6 – 9-5 

3485 County Road 222, Cullman 
 

RAIN OR SHINE WE WILL BE THERE 
 

The Cranes Corner Estate Sales located inside will be 
 hosting Mother’s Day specials all weekend long! 

 

15% off total purchase for moms to be 
20% off total purchase for mothers 

25% off total purchase for grandmothers 
WE HAVE A GREAT VARIETY OF NICE 

GIFTS FOR ALL MOMS! 
For more information call 205-966-9148 

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438

  A-1 Battery Sales 
AUTO – TRUCK – TRACTOR 

  Quality Batteries For Every Need 
    Since 1979 

Phone: (Office): 256-734-9438
2152 Co. Rd. 1169 • Cullman, AL 35055
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CULLMAN, Ala. — A 
teacher at Cullman Middle 
School has made the cut in 
Alabama’s “Final 4” to select 
the state’s Teacher of the 
Year. Katie McGee, a sev-
enth-grade English teacher, 
has been named a finalist for 
the prestigious state award.
	 “I am grateful and ex-
tremely flattered to be re-
ceiving such a prestigious 
honor. Any recognition or 
accolades I receive must be 
shared with my colleagues,” 
McGee said earlier this year 
after making the cut as one 
of Alabama’s best educators. 

Staff Reports
Contributor

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
Cullman Lady Bearcats re-
turned home to host this 
year’s 6A, Area 13 Tourna-
ment Tuesday night and after 
dropping their first game 
with Mortimer Jordan, the 
‘Cats bounced back to win 
their next matchup against 
Pinson Valley to advance to 
Thursday’s Area Champion-
ship Game.
	 Olivia Britton reached 
base in the top of the first 
with a single into left field 
and an error allowed her to 
come all the way around to 
score and give Cullman a 1-0 
lead. 
	 The Lady Bearcats added 
to their lead in the top of the 
second. An RBI double from 
Hattie Graham made it a 2-0 
game and Abby Maples drew 
a walk with the bases loaded 
later in the inning to stretch 
the lead to 3-0. A sacrifice fly 
by Haley Shannon allowed 
Graham to score and make it 
4-0 and Britton drew anoth-
er bases-loaded walk to put 
Cullman on top 5-0. An RBI 
single off the bat of Taylor 
Au kept the inning going and 
extended the lead to 6-0 and 
Sadie Graham knocked an 
RBI single up the middle to 
make it 7-0. Hattie Graham 
drew another walk later in 
the inning to bring in Britton 
and give the ‘Cats an 8-0 ad-
vantage and just a few pitch-
es later, Brooklyn Morton 
ripped an RBI single into left 
field to plate two more runs 
and make it a 10-0 game and 
an error from Pinson Valley 
allowed two more runs to 
cross the plate and gave Cull-
man a 12-0 lead. The inning 
finally ended after Britton 
drew a walk to bring Maples 
home from third, giving the 
Lady Bearcats a command-
ing, 13-0 lead going into the 
bottom half of the second.
	 Pinson Valley was able to 
get a run on the board in the 

bottom of the third and trim 
the lead to 13-1 but couldn’t 
get any closer with that and 
Cullman went on to win it 
13-1.
	 Britton (two RBIs), 
Hattie Graham (two RBIs) 
and Sadie Graham (one RBI) 
each finished with a pair of 
hits in the win. Morton (one 
hit) added a pair of RBIs as 
well and Maples (one RBI) 
and Au (one RBI) each posted 
hits for the Lady Bearcats. 
Summer Story tossed one 
scoreless inning for the ‘Cats 
and Mattie Smith pitched the 
other four, allowing just one 
run on four hits and collect-
ing five strikeouts.
	 Cullman will be back on 
the field Thursday at 4 p.m. 
for a rematch with Mortimer 
Jordan in the Area 13 Cham-
pionship Game.

Fairview 12 – West Point 11 
(5A, Area 12)
West Point got on the score-
board first in their opening 
at-bats on a one-out solo 
home run by Brinlee Phil-
lips; they later made it 2-0 
as Bethany Minck scored on 
a Fairview error. The Lady 
Warriors added onto their 
lead in the top of the second 
as Cabri Blackwood hit an 
RBI groundout to make it 
3-0, then back-to-back RBI 
singles by Macayla Wilkins 
and Phillips pushed their 
lead to 5-0. The Lady Aggies 
got in the run column in the 
bottom of the second on an 
RBI groundout by Ada Fales, 
but West Point continued to 
pad their lead in the top of 
the third.
	 They had runners on the 
corners with one out and 
Blackwood ended up hitting 
an RBI single to right field, 
then Wilkins lined a two-run 
double to center field as the 
Lady Warrior lead quickly 
swelled to 8-1. All of a sudden, 
Fairview went on a huge rally 
to get back in the game in 
their half. Jaycee Aleman 
followed up Emily Benson’s 

leadoff triple with one of her 
own to make it 8-2, then Kylie 
Kovar added an RBI single, 
and Allison Davis hit an RBI 
double to cut it to 8-4. Fales 
got hit by the pitch with the 
bases loaded to force home 
a run, then Jordan Simmons 
drew a bases-loaded walk to 
make it an 8-6 game.
	 West Point put up a pair 
of runs in the top of the 
fourth as Bethany Minck and 
Lexi Kimbril each scored on 
a pair of Lady Aggie errors to 
push their lead to 10-6. Fair-
view countered in their half 
as Kovar hit an RBI single 
and Fales drove in a run on 
a fielder’s choice to cut it to 
10-8. An RBI single by Kim-
bril in the top of the fifth 
made it an 11-8 game, but the 

Lady Aggies answered right 
back in a big way in their half.
	 Simmons scored a run on 
a Lady Warrior error, then 
Kovar added yet another RBI 
single to cut it to 11-10. Davis 
hit a two-run single up the 
middle to give Fairview their 
first lead of the game, 12-11. 
West Point looked to get the 
lead in their final at-bats, 
but Addison Phillips retired 
the Lady Warriors in order 
on just six pitches to seal the 
12-11 comeback win for Fair-
view.
	 Kovar (three hits) and 
Davis (two hits) each posted 
three RBIs in the win for 
Fairview. Fales also finished 
with three RBIs as well. 
Aleman added a pair of hits 
and two RBIs. Simmons 

ended up with a hit and an 
RBI. Benson collected a pair 
of hits in the game and Ayda 
Payne chipped in with a hit of 
her own.
	 For West Point, Wilkins 
finished with three hits and 
three RBIs. Phillips added 
a pair of hits and two RBIs. 
Blackwood ended up with 
a hit and two RBIs. Kimbril 
and Bailey Brock each col-
lected a hit and an RBI in 
the contest. Liberty Shadix 
added a pair of hits, while 
Minck and Macie Brown 
each chipped in with a hit of 
their own. Fairview will take 
on the loser of Springville 
and Hayden Thursday at 2 
p.m. for a chance to move 
on to the Class 5A, Area 12 
championship game.

Other Tuesday scores:
•	 Mortimer Jordan 15 – 
Cullman 0 (6A, Area 13)
•	 Meek 13 – Decatur Heri-
tage 12 (1A, Area 14)
•	 Holly Pond 17 – Cleve-
land 4 (2A, Area 10)
•	 West End 4 – Holly Pond 
3 (2A, Area 10)
•	 Susan Moore 16 – 
Vinemont 8 (3A, Area 13)
•	 Good Hope 11 – East Law-
rence 1 (4A, Area 13)
•	 Priceville 12 – Good Hope 
2 (4A, Area 13)
•	 West End 4 – Hanceville 1 
(4A, Area 13)
•	 East Lawrence 9 – 
Hanceville 2 (4A, Area 13)
•	 Springville 10 – Fairview 
0 (5A, Area 12)
•	 Hayden 14 – West Point 4 
(5A, Area 12)

Nick Griffin, Sammy Confer
nick@cullmantribune.com

PREP SOFTBALL

Lady Bearcats advance to Area Championship game 
with 13-1 win over Pinson Valley; Tuesday scoring recap

The Cullman Lady Bearcats split their Tuesday matchups with Mortimer Jordan and Pinson 
Valley to secure a spot in Thursday’s Area 13 Championship Game.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

HOLLY POND, Ala. — The 
Holly Pond Broncos are 
coming off another great bas-
ketball season that saw them 
collect over 20 wins and add 
an area title to their trophy 
case. Sophomore Sawyer 
Olinger recapped that season 
and talked about what all he 
learned, plus what it was like 
to play with this group of 
guys.
	 “I thought it went great. It 
was a big improvement from 
last season, and we all grew 
as a team and as a family. We 
went from a losing record 
and not even winning the 
area championship to having 
a 20+ winning season and 
winning an area champion-
ship. It’s unfortunate that we 
couldn’t go farther than what 
we did. We had talent and an 
amazing coaching staff that 
knew a lot about basketball 
and the things we needed 
to succeed,” Olinger said. “I 
learned a lot this season. I 
learned that it’s not about 
how you feel, but it’s what 
your job is. I also learned that 
having good chemistry with 
your teammates goes a long 
way. We didn’t have the best 
season last year, but when 
we came together, started to 
hang out with one another 
and build relationships with 
each other, that’s when our 
team really came together 
and that’s when we really 
started to play good.”
	 He added, 
	 “It was always a fun time. 
We had a lot of energy every 
day in practice and when one 

of us was having a bad prac-
tice, we picked each other up. 
I was friends with everybody 
on the team and I’m going 
to miss the seniors that are 
graduating. I’ve gotten to 
know them really well over 
the past years.”
	 Sawyer learned a lot from 
this year’s seniors: Gunnar 
McBee, Diego Garcia, Chris-
tian Couch, and Levi Farr.
	 “The seniors were fun to 
be around. They were all fun 
to talk to and hang out with. 
All of them were great team-
mates. They knew their role 
and knew what we needed 
them to do for us to be great. 
I learned to not take high 
school sports for granted 
because it comes and goes 
as soon as you know it. I also 
learned to always have fun, 
winning or losing. It’s always 
best to have energy and to 
show good sportsmanship.”
	 Sawyer played for coach 
Cory Glasscock last season in 
his second year as head coach 
and soaked up as much as he 
could from him.
	 “It’s been fun. He is a 
talented coach and probably 
one of the best coaches I have 
had. He is always on us when 
we aren’t giving 100%, no 
matter if we are in the weight 
room or on the court. I have a 
lot of respect for him because 
he is always joking around 
with us, and he has a really 
good personality. I would say 
I have learned how to show 
class and that whatever I’m 
doing, I always need to try my 
hardest and work towards 
that goal. He has told us that 
when you get older, it’s not 
about how you feel, but it is 

what your job is and that is 
something I will remember 
for the rest of my life.”
	 Sawyer has seen this team 
grow a lot from two years ago 
to now and he’ll continue to 
work in the off-season to get 
better for next season.
	 “I feel like we have grown 
a lot. We have totally flipped 
our record from awful to 
really good and I hope we 
can keep that going this year. 
I really think the reason for 
that was because we worked 
our tails off this summer and 
that is what has allowed us to 
improve and go farther than 
we did two years ago.
	 “We have all gotten a lot 
stronger and more talented. 
I give our strength coach and 
great coaching staff all the 
credit for that,” he said.
	 “I want to work on all as-
pects, but most importantly, 
hitting shots and playing de-
fense. I wasn’t the greatest 
scorer last season and I want 
to get really good on defense. 
I also want to work on finding 
open teammates and reduc-
ing my turnovers from last 
year.”
	 Sawyer talked about his 
goals and the team goals, plus 
what will make this team 
special to watch next season.
	 “An individual goal is to 
improve from last year and to 
become a better teammate. A 
team goal is to go to Wallace 
or even try to go to Birming-
ham,” he said. “I think our 
chemistry and our energy 
will make us special to watch 
next year because we always 
bring energy on the court 
and even on the bench.”
	 Sawyer watched a very 

special Holly Pond team 
from a few years ago when he 
was younger, plus he talked 
about the best advice that he 
was ever given.
	 “Growing up, I always 
remembered watching Drew 

Jones, Bailey Smith, Dawson 
Foust, and many others that 
played on the team that went 
to the Final Four. I always 
thought greatly of them and 
how good they were,” he said. 
“I would say the best advice 

someone has gave me was 
that no matter what you do, 
small or big, give all glory to 
God. I believe it is important 
to remember Him and what 
He did and to always show 
gratitude towards Him.”

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP BASKETBALL

‘Give all glory to God’: Holly Pond’s 
Sawyer Olinger recaps sophomore season

Holly Pond’s Sawyer Olinger
BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

Make your life in motion move smoother!

Mon-Tues-Thurs-Fri 8-5:30
Weds 8-12 | Sat 8-2

315 Main St. NW, Hanceville
256-352-2221

...In that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us. Romans 5:8

  MEETMEET  OR BEATOR BEAT  ANYONE'S PRICEANYONE'S PRICE  ON COMPARABLEON COMPARABLE  MFG. SIZES!MFG. SIZES!

WE WILLWE WILL
TIRE SALETIRE SALE

COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE
MICHELINMICHELIN

25%
OFF

ALL LIKE NEW 
MICHELIN TIRES

(NEW & LIGHT 
TRUCKS EXCLUDED)

SALE BEGINS JANUARY 14

WE HAVE
WE HAVE  SENSORS FOR

SENSORS FOR  
ALL VEHICLES

ALL VEHICLES  

INSTALLED
INSTALLED

$65$65
WE HAVE
WE HAVE  

IN STOCK
IN STOCKST TIRES

ST TIRES  

CULLMAN, Ala. — A 
teacher at Cullman Middle 
School has made the cut in 
Alabama’s “Final 4” to select 
the state’s Teacher of the 
Year. Katie McGee, a sev-
enth-grade English teacher, 
has been named a finalist for 
the prestigious state award.
	 “I am grateful and ex-
tremely flattered to be re-
ceiving such a prestigious 
honor. Any recognition or 
accolades I receive must be 
shared with my colleagues,” 
McGee said earlier this year 
after making the cut as one 
of Alabama’s best educators. 

“The faculty, staff and ad-
ministrators at my school 
create an  atmosphere that 
cultivates innovation and 
professional growth.
	 “I am fortunate to work 
for Cullman City Schools – a 
system filled with magnifi-
cent educators and support-
ed by its community.
	 “I can only hope to make 
my community proud as I 
represent District VI in the 
Teacher of the Year program 
this year!”
	 Cullman Middle School 
Principal Jake Johnson said 
he is thrilled to have one of 
his educators nominated as 
a finalist for Alabama Sec-
ondary Teacher of the Year, 

noting it’s a well-deserved 
recognition of her hard work 
and dedication to her stu-
dents and profession.
	 “It’s wonderful to see 
her being recognized for her 
exceptional teaching skills, 
creativity and commitment 
to education,” Johnson said. 
	 “As a principal, I am 
proud to have such an out-
standing teacher in our 
school community.
	 “She has made a signifi-
cant impact on her students’ 
lives and has contributed 
positively to our school cul-
ture. We congratulate her on 
this achievement and wish 
her all the best in the final 
round of the competition.”

Staff Reports
Contributor

CMS’ McGee ‘Final 4’ finalist 
for Alabama Teacher of the Year

The Cullman Lady Bearcats split their Tuesday matchups with Mortimer Jordan and Pinson 
Valley to secure a spot in Thursday’s Area 13 Championship Game.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

PREP BASKETBALL

‘Give all glory to God’: Holly Pond’s 
Sawyer Olinger recaps sophomore season

Holly Pond’s Sawyer Olinger
BILL PIPER/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Katie McGee, a seventh-grade English teacher at Cullman Middle School, 
is a Final 4 finalist for State of Alabama Teacher of the Year.

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS
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256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Antique ShowAntique Show Alabama Bottle & Alabama Bottle &

Gardendale Civic Center 

Featuring: Antique Bottles, Advertising,
Pottery, Table Top Antiques and much more 

Saturday May 20, 2023 
9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

For dealer information contact Show Chairmen:For dealer information contact Show Chairmen:

Keith Quinn: 205-365-1983 / email: klq1812@gmail.com

Steve Holland: 205-492-6864
or

Visit Our Facebook Page @ Alabama Bottle Collectors’ SocietyVisit Our Facebook Page @ Alabama Bottle Collectors’ Society

(10 minutes north of Birmingham)

Free Admission & Appraisals 

3rd A
nnual

Dealer Set-Up: 7:00 AMDealer Set-Up: 7:00 AM
Early Buyer: 8:00 AM ($20)Early Buyer: 8:00 AM ($20)  

857 Main Street
Gardendale, Alabama 35071 

ACES: How to deal with carpenter bees
AUBURN UNIVERSI-
TY, Ala. — Nature’s noisy 
woodworkers are buzzing 
by the bunches in Alabama. 
Carpenter bees can easily 
overwhelm homeowners as 
they arrive at doors by the 
day to make their unwelcome 
habitats in homes, sheds, 
mailboxes and other wooden 
structures. To safely and ap-
propriately conquer these 
pests, Alabama Cooperative 
Extension System entomolo-
gists encourage homeowners 
to learn more about their 
springtime foes.

What are carpenter bees?
Most carpenter bees seen in 
Alabama are of the species, 
Xylocopa virginica. During 
the winter, carpenter bees 
spend their time in under-
ground nests in dead trees 
and wood piles. When tem-
peratures consistently rise 
(often in spring) the bees will 
emerge and begin to look for 
a new nesting site. These bees 
remain active through the 
summer and are often found 
around homes.
	 Their natural instinct to 
bore one-half-inch holes give 
these bees their name. How-
ever, no maintenance call is 
necessary to summon these 
carpenters.
	 Carpenter bees are nat-
ural pollinators and provide 
numerous benefits to the 
environment. However, they 
habitually live in close prox-
imity to humans and can deal 
progressive damage to wood 
structures. These insects 
have the potential to affect 
homes, especially when they 
repeatedly colonize in ex-
posed wood without control.

Without invitation
“Female carpenter bees 
are the ones causing the 
damage,” said Alabama Ex-
tension Entomologist Xing 
Ping Hu. “To lay eggs, females 
drill into dry wood on home 
features such as siding, fascia 
boards, porch window trim, 
porch ceilings, fence, decks, 
outdoor furniture and other 
wooden surfaces.”
	 The female carpenter bee 
will chew a perfectly-round 
entrance, roughly the size of 
a dime, into the sides of wood. 
These entrances are typically 
an inch in depth, then make a 
turn at a 90-degree angle to 
excavate a gallery.
	 Their galleries typical-
ly follow wood grain which 
serves as a path of least resis-
tance. Inside each gallery, fe-
males construct six to 14 cells. 
In each cell are provisions 
of mixed pollen and nectar, 
which will be food for her 
offspring. Eggs are placed on 
the food and cells are sealed 
shortly after with chewed 
wood pulp. After hatching, 
larvae will grow into adults 
and will chew through the 
cell partition–emerging in 
late summer.

Signs of carpenter bee in-
festation
There are multiple signs 
that indicate whether your 
home has uninvited, buzz-
ing guests. Look for these 
giveaways when searching 
around property.

•	 Carpenter bees hover 
nearby and around your 
building and structures—
they are looking for nesting 
sites

•	 Coarse sawdust that col-
lects beneath excavated cav-
ities during the spring

•	 Round and smooth holes 
in size of a dime on exterior 
wood surfaces

•	 Unsightly stains caused 
by falling bee waste around 
the circular entrance hole

•	 Noticing a buzzing or bur-
rowing sound coming from 
within the wood

The most common ques-
tion
One of the most common 
questions regarding carpen-
ter bees (and most flying in-
sects) is whether it will bite or 
sting. Hu said the good news 
is that bites are highly unlike-
ly. However, it is possible if 
the situation is right.
	 Females have a stinger, 
but are only defensive when 
directly provoked. Carpen-
ter bees that are acting in a 
show of flying aggression are 
most likely males that are 
behaving in defense of ter-
ritory. Male carpenters bees 
do not have a stinger and are 
considered harmless. Hu said 
the simplest way to tell the 
difference is that males have 
a white or yellow blaze on 
their face while females have 
a dark face.

Cousins, not siblings
A close family member of the 
carpenter bee is the bumble 
bee. Widely known for their 
stinging nature and similar 
color pattern, bumble bees 
are often mistaken for their 
larger cousins.
	 “An easy way to tell these 
two apart is by looking at 
their abdomens,” Hu said. 
“The abdomen of carpen-
ter bee is shiny, black and 
hairless. The bumble bee is 
covered with soft, fuzzy hairs 
patterned with distinct black 
and yellow stripes.”
	 The contrasts continue 
when learning more about 
these two bees. Each has 
their own habits and can be 
distinguished from afar after 
picking up these cues.

•	 Carpenter bees are sol-
itary bees, less defensive of 
their nest sites. Bumble bees 
are social and extremely de-
fensive when their nest site is 
disturbed.

•	 Carpenter bees tend to 
stick closely to their pre-
ferred wooden environment. 
Bumble bees are likely found 

around blossoming plants 
and flowers.

•	 Carpenter bees fly in 
a more erratic way. It may 
appear like carpenter bees 
are chasing one another 
rather than flying together in 
harmony, while bumble bees 
fly leisurely together.

•	 Carpenter bees carve 
their own tunnels and nest in 
above-ground wood materi-
als. Bumble bees live in social 
colonies, usually nesting in 
the ground.

Control methods
Timing
Timing is the most important 
component of carpenter bee 
control because the goal is 
to avoid nesting damage. The 
best time to treat and pre-
vent carpenter bees is early 
spring. Homeowners should 
seal all openings in wood in 
order for bees to be deterred 
from property.
	 People shouldn’t elimi-
nate all of the bees in the yard 
since they are important pol-
linators. The best time to in-
tervene is before the females 
lay eggs in their tunnels.

Repellants and deterrents
Painting surfaces is a proven 
deterrent to carpenter bee 
activity. Unfortunately, 
painting or placing polyure-
thane on wood decks or log 
homes is often not a desirable 
option. Wood stains also pro-
vide little repellant. Products 
with essential oil compo-
nents can deter carpenter 
bees from carving tunnels or 
abandoning the excavated 
nest.
	 If possible, all severely 
damaged wood should be 
removed and replaced with 
chemical pressure-treated 
wood to prevent nest con-
struction. Property owners 
should consider the use of 
synthetic sidings rather than 
wood sidings.
	 It is often necessary to 
control carpenter bees that 
are causing damage. Sealing 
entrance holes with caulking 
or expanding foam is only 
half the work. These mea-
sures will not work if the 
holes are not treated with a 
pesticide.
	 Trapped adult carpen-
ter bees can chew through 
drywall mud and caulk while 
escaping and excavate new 
openings. Commercial and 
homemade traps can catch 
carpenter bees if properly in-
stalled, but often do not pro-
vide effective control around 
a structure.

Insecticides
Like with most insects, there 
is a product commercially 
made for treating carpen-
ter bee infestation. These 
products are formulated for 
dusting, aerosol, foaming and 
liquid sprays. Insecticides 
should be considered a last 
resort of carpenter bee con-
trol.
	 Sprays are often the easi-

est form of product to apply, 
but overspray may soak 
raw wood surfaces. Aerosol 
sprays, especially foaming 
formulations with a straw 
attachment, can be effective 
if applied to each hole. Dusts 
are also sold at box stores 
and can prove to be effective. 
However, they are messy and 
difficult to apply without a 
specially-made applicator.
	 “Whatever the product 

used, all label directions must 
be followed,” Hu said.
	 Applications yield the 
best results when performed 
late in the evening. During 
this time female bees are typ-
ically inside their wood tun-
nels and less active. While ap-
plying, it is also a good idea to 
wear long-sleeved clothing, 
chemically-resistant gloves 
and protective eyewear.
	 After applying insecti-

cide, people should plug car-
penter bee tunnel entrances 
using trebor plugs, super 
plugs or wood patch materi-
al to stop other insects from 
invading the holes at a later 
time.

More information
To learn more about carpen-
ter bees and their habits, visit 
the Alabama Extension web-
site at www.aces.edu.

Cole Sikes
ACES

Carpenter bee
ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM
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Obituary Announcements: May 2-3
Annette Loy Maddox, 50
A Celebration of Life 
Service for Annette 
Loy Maddox, 50, of 
Blountsville, will be at 
2 p.m., Saturday, May 
6, 2023, at the Cullman 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
Mark Maddox and Larry 
Nail will officiate the 
service. Cullman Funeral 
Home is honored to 
serve the Maddox family. 
Annette passed away 
on April 29, 2023, at 
the Cullman Regional 
Medical Center. She 
was born Feb. 11, 1973, 
to Randall and Lorraine 
Loy. She was a loving 
wife, mom and grand 
momma who enjoyed 
spending time with her 
grandbabies, travelling, 
and outdoor activities. 
She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Randall and Lorraine Loy. 
Annette is survived by her 
husband of 26 years, David 
Maddox; daughter, Bonnie 
(Andrew) Martin; brother, 
Jesse (Trisha) Loy; 
grandchildren, Gracelyn, 
Tyler and Lana; and a 
host of nieces, nephews, 
family and friends. 
Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
can be posted to www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e .
com for the Maddox family.

Claude Ferrell 
“Sandy” Sanders, 84
A graveside funeral 
service for Claude Ferrell 
“Sandy” Sanders, of 
Bremen, Alabama will 
be 2 p.m. Thursday, May 
4, 2023 at Ryan’s Creek 
Baptist Cemetery. Rev 
Horace Swann and Rev. 
Tommy Graves will be 
officiating. Mr. Sanders 
was born on April 28, 
1939, to Claude O. and 
Bessie (Clifton) Sanders 
in Trussville, Alabama. 
He passed away at the 
age of 84 at his residence 
in Bremen, Alabama 
on April 30, 2023. 
Survivors include his 
daughter, Jennifer (Matt) 
Schlosser; grandchildren, 
Brandon (Cindy) Parker, 
Jeremy (Kim) Calvert, 
Josh (Tiffany) Calvert, 
Brooklyn Schlosser and 
Mattilyn Schlosser; 
sister, Charlotte (Joe) 
Chandler; brother-in-law, 
Charles (Pat) Hancock; 
and a host of many great 
grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews. In addition 
to his parents, Mr. 
Sanders was preceded 
in death by his wife, 
Nelda Jean Hancock-
Sanders; daughter, Kathy 
Sanders-Calvert; and 
siblings, Helen Kilgo, 
Gloria Jean Sanders, 
Billie Faye Harbison 
and Linda Swann.

Jessie “Gail” Sawyer, 78
Jessie “Gail” Sawyer, 
age 78, of Haleyville, 
Alabama, passed away 
Monday, May 1, 2023, at 
University of Alabama 
Birmingham Hospital. 
Gail was born on April 22, 
1945, in Lynn, Alabama. 
She loved her family, her 
church, and her Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
Gail was a very caring 
person and a member of 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church. 
A visitation will be held 
on Friday, May 5, 2023, 
from noon until 2 p.m. at 

Nichols Funeral Home 
in Haleyville, where the 
service will be held at 2 
p.m. Burial will follow 
in Mt. Zion Cemetery. 
Brother John Humphries 
will officiate. Gail is 
survived by her husband, 
Gary Sawyer; sons, David 
Sawyer, Jeremy Sawyer, 
and Terrell Sawyer; 
sister-in-law, Karen 
Higginbotham; sister, 
Betty Dill; grandchildren, 
Ajah Sawyer, Emma 
Sawyer, and Blake 
Sawyer; nephew, Darren 
Dill; and a host of other 
nieces and nephews. She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents, Dewey 
and Minnie Dodd; and 
brother, Charles Dodd.

Lantry Ed Brandon, 
65, of Vinemont
Lantry Ed Brandon, age 
65, of Vinemont, Alabama 
passed away on Monday, 
May 1, 2023. Lantry 
retired from the Cullman 
City School System in 
2008 after a successful 
career as a teacher.  
He is survived by his 
daughters: Emily 
Berryhill (Cameron) and 
Katie Brandon; parents: 
Asa Lee and Barbara Joan 
Huffstutler Brandon; 
sisters: Beth Parker 
(Stanley), Cyndy Drake 
(Kuenn) and Beverly 
Wix; grandchildren: 
Griffin, Grant, Every, 
Jack and Emy Berryhill; 
and a host of other 
family members, friends 
and former students.  
Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.
mossservicefh.com for 
the Brandon family. 

Andrew Arvin Baker, 82
Andrew Arvin Baker, age 
82, of Cullman, Alabama 
passed away on Monday, 
May 1, 2023. Andrew 
was born in Wilkesboro, 
North Carolina. on Nov. 
21, 1940 to William Taft 
and Virgie Church Baker. 
A Celebration of Life 
Memorial Service will be 
held on Saturday May 6, 
2023, at 1 p.m. at 7th Street 
Baptist Church with Rev. 
Eric Martin officiating. 
Interment will follow 
services in Cullman City 
Cemetery. Survivors 
are: wife: Janice McNeill 
Baker of Cullman, 
daughters: Audrey Ann 
(Gregory) Hardin of 
Cullman, Andrea Lynn 
Lawing of Millers Creek, 
North Carolina, son: 
Charles Andrew (Cecelia) 
Baker of Lincolnton, 
North Carolina, sisters: 
Ima Lee (Ray) Golds 
of Fleetwood, North 
Carolina, Arlene (Gale) 
Goodman of Waynesville, 
North Carolina, five 
grandchildren and six 
great grandchildren. 
The family will receive 
friends at the church 
Saturday from noon until 
service time at 1 p.m. 
The family request in 
lieu of flowers; memorial 
contributions can be made 
to the 7th Street Baptist 
Church Remodeling 
Project. Fond memories 
and expressions of 
sympathy may be shared 
at www.mossservicefh.
com for the Baker 
family. Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing. 

Thomas Edwin 
Holcombe, 82
Funeral service for 
Thomas Edwin Holcombe, 
82, of Cullman, will be at 2 
p.m., Friday, May 5, 2023, 
at Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel with interment 
in Blair Methodist 
Cemetery, Rev. Stanley 
Dye officiating. Visitation 
will be Thursday evening 
at the funeral home from 
5:30 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
Cullman Funeral Home 
is honored to serve the 
Holcombe family. Mr. 
Holcombe passed away 
May 1, 2023, at CRMC. He 
was born March 27, 1941, 
to Dee Franklin and Ester 
Montgomery Holcombe. 
Ed served Cullman as a 
pharmacist for over 60 
years. He was an avid 
fisherman and golfer.  He 
was preceded in death 
by his parents and a 
sister, Linda Holcombe. 
Survivors include his wife, 
Connie Laney Holcombe; 
daughters, Bonnie (Rick) 
Hamilton, Cindy (Mike) 
Conlon; brothers, Monroe 
(Carol) Holcombe, Dwight 
(Debra) Holcombe; 
sisters, Rita Chambers, 
Deeann (Howard) 
Uhlman; grandchildren, 
Mallory (Cody) Braden, 
Zachary (Kristy) Conlon, 
Katie (Joey) Moorer, 
Misty (Mark) Khandjian; 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Charley and Ryan 
Braden, Allie and Ken 
Conlon, Susan Grace 
and Adalynn Moorer; 
mother-in-law, Margaret 
Laney; caretaker, Ruby; 
nieces, nephews, family 
and friends.  Pallbearers 
will be Josh Wilbanks, 
Adam Wilbanks, Jason 
Dubberly, Mike Conlon, 
Zachary Conlon, 
Cody Braden. Friends 
may sign the online 
guestbook at www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e .
c o m . 

April Dawn Cochran, 43
Funeral service for April 
Dawn Cochran, 43, of 
Cullman, will be at 11 
a.m., Thursday, May 4, 
2023, at Cullman Funeral 
Home Chapel. The family 
will receive friends at the 
funeral home from 10 
a.m. until 11 a.m. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the family. April 
passed away Monday, May 
1, 2023 at CRMC. She was 
born March 11, 1980, to 
David Wayne Cochran 
and Dena Kay Brasher 
Cochran. April loved her 
children and her animals. 
She was preceded in death 
by her grandparents, 
Mandy and Don Cochran; 
father and mother-in-law, 
Ronald Johnson, Sr. and 
Loretta Johnson; son, 
Caleb Johnson. Survivors 
include her husband, 
Ronald Johnson; mother, 
Dena Brasher Cochran; 
father, David Cochran 
(Karen); grandparents, 
Joyce Gordon, Charles 
Brasher; daughters, 
Amelia Johnson, Leah 
Johnson; brother, David 
(Mary) Cochran; nieces, 
Laci, Emily, Saige, Saide; 
family and friends. 
Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
c u l l m a n f u n e r a l h o m e .
c o m .  

Gary Glynn Garmon, 59

Funeral service for Gary 
Glynn Garmon, age 59, of 
Vinemont, will be at 1 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 4, 2023, 
at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home with Rev. 
David Estes officiating; 
burial at Crossroads 
Cemetery. Visitation will 
be from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
on Thursday, May 4, 2023, 
at Cullman Heritage 
Funeral Home. Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home is 
in charge of arrangements.  
Mr. Garmon passed away 
on Monday, May 1, 2023 
at his residence. He was 
born, January 28, 1964, 
to James Dee Garmon 
and Nelda Jo Garmon.  
He was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
brother, Doug Garmon.  
Survivors include his wife, 
Karen Garmon; sons, 
Glenn (Ashley) Garmon, 
Jay Garmon and Josh 
Garmon; grandchildren, 
Jaimelynn Garmon, 
Alita Faye Garmon and 
one grandson; brothers, 
Leon (Marlene) Garmon, 
Bobby (Vickie) Garmon, 
Rickey (Deborah) 
Garmon and Jamie 
(Cassidy) Garmon; sister, 
Ann (Doug) Williams and 
a host of nieces, nephews, 
brothers-in-law, sisters-
in-law, family and friends.

Patricia Ann Strickland
We sadly announce the 
passing of Mrs. Patricia 
Ann Strickland on 
Saturday, April 22, 2023. 
She touched many lives as 
an educator and teacher 
through her many years 
of service, including 
White City, Cold Springs, 
West Elementary, 
and East Elementary, 
Cullman.  During her 
years as an educator, she 
received many honors. 
One of her favorites 
was to be declared as 
the “Retired Teacher of 
the Year” award by the 
Cullman Area Chamber 
of Commerce nominee in 
1998. It was her gift and 
joy to always be in the 
middle of serving others, 
especially with food.  She 
was preceded in death 
by her parents Tennyson 
W. and Flora Audrey 
Brooks, sisters Charlotte 
Quattlebaum and 
Kathleen Strickland, and 
grandson John Connor 
Strickland.  She is survived 
by husband of 67 years, 
Johnnie Ray Strickland, 
son John W. Strickland 
(wife Jill), daughter Mary 
Veal (husband David); 
grandchildren Audrey 
Gato (husband Blaine), 
Annelyn and Evan 
Veal; niece Charmion 
Potts, nephew Rudae 
Strickland; and a host 
of extended family and 
friends. Patricia and her 
husband were faithful 
supporters of the Kairos 
Prison Ministry for 
over 22 years.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations can 
be made at mykairos.
org in her memory.

Stacy Arlin Waldrop, 50
Stacy Arlin Waldrop, 50, 
of Double Springs, passed 
away May 2, 2023, at 
Princeton Baptist Medical 
Center. He was born on 
July 6, 1972, in Moulton, 
Alabama. Visitation will 
be held on Friday, May 5, 
2023, from 6 p.m. until 8 

p.m. at New Beginnings 
In Christ Church (Scenic 
Drive) in Double Springs, 
where the service will 
be held on Saturday, 
May 6, 2023, at 2 p.m. 
Stacy will lie in state 
from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m. 
on Saturday. Interment 
will follow in Ashbank 
Cemetery in Nauvoo, 
Alabama. Pastor Anthony 
Laster and Brother Ed 
Jordan will officiate. 
Stacy is survived by his 
mother, Brenda Waldrop; 
daughters, Stasha (Brett) 
Frische, Emeriann 
Waldrop (Nick Doyle), 
and Briley (Gunner) 
Betscher; brother, Tim 
Waldrop; grandchildren, 
Carson Frische, Easton 
Doyle, Kamra Betscher, 
and Phoenix Betscher; 
nieces, Kelsey Broadfoot, 
and Nicole Sledge; and 
nephew, AJ Correa. He 
was preceded in death 
by his father, Jerry 
Wayne Waldrop; and 
grandparents, Daniel 
and Syble Calhoun, and 
Arlin and Marie Waldrop.

Kenneth Robert 
Smith, 81
Kenneth Robert Smith, 
81, of Houston, entered 
into rest on Monday, 
May 1, 2023, at his home 
surrounded by his loving 
family. Kenneth was 
born on December 15, 
1941, in Alton, Illinois, 
the son of Robert Dewey 
Smith and Norma 
Helen Stewart Smith. 
After receiving his 
Master’s Degree in 
electrical engineering, 
he married Janice Marie 
Gentry in West Plains, 
Missouri on Dec. 21, 
1969. He was employed 
by the Department of 
Defense for 26 years as 
an electrical engineer in 
weapons development, 
specializing in infrared 
laser technology. He 
enjoyed working and 
building their home and 
developing their property. 
He loved being on the lake, 
water skiing and boating. 
Kenneth was a good 
friend of the neighbors 
in Dogwood Lane 
Subdivision on Smith 
Lake. The family will 
receive friends on 
Saturday, June 10, 2023, 
from 11 a.m. until 11:30 
a.m. at Nichols Funeral 
Home in Addison. 
A brief memorial service 
will be held at 11:30 a.m. 
Following the memorial 
service, a celebration 
of life and meal will be 
held at Dogwood Lane 
Subdivision Beach 
Pavilion on Smith Lake. 
All are welcome to attend. 
Kenneth is survived by 
his wife, Janice Marie 
Gentry Smith; sisters, 
Donna Irene Bartley, and 
Susan Elizabeth Walker 
and her husband Edward; 
aunt, Mary “Me Adda” 
Stewart Caminiti and her 
husband Frank; brothers-
in-law, Curtis Gentry and 
wife Vera, and Ken Gentry 
and wife Janet; ten nieces 
and nephews; many grand 
nieces and nephews; 
and a host of Smith and 
Stewart first cousins. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents. Interment 
will be held at a later date 
in Oak Lawn Cemetery 
in West Plains, Missouri.

William “Mark” 
Bullock, 60
Graveside service for 
William “Mark” Bullock 
will be at Highland 
Memorial Gardens, in 
Bessemer, Alabama on 
Friday May 5, 2023, at 1 
p.m. Mr. Bullock passed 
away on Tuesday, May 
2, 2023, at Cullman 
Regional. He was born, 
Aug. 1, 1962, to William 
Jesse Bullock and Joan 
Patterson.  He was 
preceded in death by his 
parents, brothers, Michael 
Bullock and Phillip 
Patterson; and sister, Lisa 
Thompson.  Survivors 
include his sons, Michael 
(Stephanie) Bullock and 
Eric Maynor, daughter, 
Amanda (Chris) Olinger, 
grandchildren, Riggs 
Fulmer, Lane Bullock, 
Gabbie Bullock, Colton 
Olinger, Avery Olinger, 
and Audrey Olinger, and 
a nephew, David (Angela) 
Patterson.  Cullman 
Heritage Funeral Home 
is assisting the family 
with arrangements.

Vo Thi “Bay” Bacate, 88
Vo Thi “Bay” Bacate, 
age 88, passed away 
peacefully April 18, 2023. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Vo Van 
Lu and Le Thi Chung and 
her loving husband of 45 
years, Emilo “Mel”Bacate.  
She is survived by her 
children, Vo Thi Kieu 
Oanh (Hoang Van 
Phuong), Imelda Jordan 
(Michael), Jonnie Bacate 
(Rodilyn), and Norman 
Bacate (Deborah), and her 
grandchildren, Malory 
Long(Shon), Megan 
Bacate, Keilani Jordan, 
Jakob Jordan, Dexten 
Bacate, Jayden Bacate, 
Christi Clay (Cody), 
Hoang Tu Duy Khoi 
Nyguyen, Hoang Duc Phu 
Nguyen, Hoagn Que Chi, 
her brother Vo Kien, two 
sisters Vo Thi Nu, Vo Thi 
Tam and several nieces 
and nephews.  Bay worked 
at many places over her 
lifetime but spent the last 
part of her life working at 
St. Bernard Preparatory 
School, where she retired 
at the age of 86. Bay 
believed hard work kept 
her young and productive. 
She often said, “I’ll just 
be bored if I stay home all 
day, staying busy keeps me 
going.” When Bay wasn’t 
working she would spend 
time with her children 
and grandchildren. Some 
of her happiest times 
were spent in her kitchen 
or around the dining table 
with family. She was a 
fabulous cook. She always 
kept a pot of chow on the 
stove and some eggrolls 
made for the grandkids. 
Bay also spent time 
outside in her vegetable 
garden and tending to 
her flowers. She had a 
green thumb and could 
grow anything. Bay was 
a member of St. John’s 
Evangelical Protestant 
Church. She had a strong 
faith in God that she 
shared with her family. 
Even though we are deeply 
saddened and will greatly 
miss her, we find comfort 
in knowing she is at peace 
with the Lord and has 
been reunited with her 
husband. Moss Service 
Funeral Home directing.

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

THE TOMBSTONE COMPANY 
Custom	Granite	Headstones	and	Monuments												2117	US	Hwy	278	West	
Date	of	Death	Engraving	in	Cemeteries																																	Cullman,	AL	35057	
Locally	Made	and	Locally	Owned																																							(2	miles	West	of	I-65)	
Low	Cost,	High	Quality																																																																						256-734-2005	
30-Day	Delivery,	Guaranteed																																			Saturdays	by	Appointment	
We	Use	Only	American	Granite																			www.thetombstonecompany.com	

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.
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A BILL 

TO BE ENTITLED 

AN ACT 

 

 

Relating to Cullman County; to amend Section 45-22-81.01 

of the Code of Alabama 1975, providing for additional court 

costs in the state courts and the City of Cullman Municipal 

Court, to reallocate the use of the funds for the school 

resource officer program; and to provide retroactive effect. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA: 

Section 1. Section 45-22-81.01 of the Code of Alabama 

1975, is amended to read as follows: 

"§45-22-81.01 

(a) This section shall be operative only in Cullman 

County. 

(b)(l) Notwithstanding any special, local, or general law 

to the contrary, there is levied additional court costs and 

charges as follows: 

a. All traffic tickets (not involving alcohol or drugs, or 

both)................................................ 

 

$5.00 

b. All misdemeanor alcohol arrests...................... 10.00 

c. All misdemeanor drug arrests......................... 20.00 

d. All misdemeanor D.U.I. arrests....................... 25.00 

e. All other misdemeanor arrests........................ 5.00 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29  

Page 2 

f. All felony alcohol arrests........................... 50.00 

g. All felony drug arrests (excluding trafficking cases) 50.00 

h. All felony D.U.I. arrests............................ 50.00 

i. All drug trafficking arrests......................... 100.00 

j. All other felony arrests............................. 10.00 

(2) The above fee shall be levied in all criminal cases 

including, but not limited to, felony cases, misdemeanor cases, 

and traffic violation cases, whose jurisdiction is in the 

Circuit Court of the 32nd Judicial Circuit, the District Court 

of Cullman County, and the City of Cullman Municipal Court. The 

costs and charges levied by this section shall be in addition to 

all other costs and charges presently levied and shall be 

collected as other costs and charges. The levy of the costs and 

charges shall commence on May 19, 1993, and all cases pending at 

that time shall be subject to the levy of costs and charges. 

(3) All money derived from the costs and charges shall be 

remitted to the county treasurer who shall place the fees 

collected in a special fund known as the "D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse 

Resistance Education) Fund," SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER (SRO) FUND 

for the purpose of funding the D.A.R.E. program School Resource 

Officer (SRO) program in all Cullman City and Cullman County 

schools. 

(4) Disbursement and administration of the fund shall 

alternate every five years between the Cullman City government 

and the Cullman County government, with the Cullman County 

government initially administering the fund. 

(5) Disbursements shall be made at the rate of fifteen 

dollars ($15) per child based on the per child enrollment of 
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each school system participating in the D.A.R.E. School Resource 

Officer (SRO) program. Disbursements shall be used for the 

purposes of the SRO program. 

(6) The annual allocation may be used for the following 

items: Workbooks, pencils, bumper stickers, name cards, 

stickers, T-shirts, book markers, special student awards, 

culmination certificates, and culmination refreshments. 

(c) Each law enforcement agency providing D.A.R.E. school 

resource officers shall may be reimbursed from this source of 

funds for all initial D.A.R.E. the fund for school resource 

officer training expenses resulting from the two week basic 

seminar sponsored by the Department of Treasury as well as for 

all officer inservice training expenses from the yearly 

conference sponsored by the National D.A.R.E. Officers 

Association, and conference sponsored by the Alabama D.A.R.E. 

Officers Association. 

(d) Further disbursement Disbursement of funds shall be 

decided by a governing board made up of all of the following 

people: 

(1) The Chair of the Cullman County Commission. 

(2) The Mayor of the City of Cullman. 

(3) The Sheriff of Cullman County. 

(4) The Chief of Police of the City of Cullman. 

(5) The Cullman County Schools Superintendent. 

(6) The Cullman City Schools Superintendent. 

(7) A seventh member to be appointed from the business 

sector and by approval of the other board members. 

(e) The governing board may approve requests for equipment 
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specific expenditures to be used in the D.A.R.E. classrooms, for 

vehicles to be used for the D.A.R.E. program, and either School 

Resource Officer (SRO) program, including full or partial 

salaries of additional officers needed to expand the D.A.R.E. 

School Resource Officer (SRO) program. 

(f) The governing board may also approve requests for 

D.A.R.E. activities taking place outside the classroom. 

(g)(f) All funds not used shall be held in trust and 

carried over to the next year." 

Section 2. Any use of funds expended prior to the 

effective date of this act in compliance with the provisions of 

this act are ratified and confirmed. 

Section 3. This act shall become effective immediately 

following its passage and approval by the Governor, or its 

otherwise becoming law. 

SPECIAL NOTICE RE LOCAL LAWS 
 

NO SPECIAL, PRIVATE, OR LOCAL LAW CAN BE PASSED, except in reference to fixing 
the time of holding courts, unless notice of the intention to apply therefor shall have been 
published, without cost to the State, in the county or counties where the matter or thing to be 
affected may be situated. The notice must state the substance of the proposed law and be 
published at least once a week for four consecutive weeks in some newspaper published in such 
county or counties. Such publication must have been completed prior to the day on which the bill 
is introduced. 
 
Proof by affidavit (proof of publication) which verifies that notice has been properly published 
must be exhibited to the House of Representatives and the Senate, and one copy of such proof 
must be attached to the original copy of the bill which is offered for introduction. 
 
The county or municipality affected by a local law introduced by a legislator must pay for 
advertising the notice, if the notice is signed by the Legislator, even though the bill is not passed. 
(Section 11-13-6, Code of Alabama 1975) 
 
    LEGISLATIVE SERVICES AGENCY 
 

[THIS COPY FOR THE NEWSPAPER:  THIS NOTICE MUST BE PRINTED 
PRECEDING THE BILL] 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
 NOTICE is hereby given that a bill substantially as follows will be introduced in 
the 2023 Regular Session of the Legislature of Alabama and application for its passage 
and enactment will be made: 

Op-Ed: Supporting veterans this Memorial Day

Memorial Day 
allows every 
American to 
honor those 

who died while serving in 
the military. It should also 
remind us how many veterans 
have lost their lives to sub-
stance use, untreated mental 
health issues and suicide. 
	 Countless veterans 
struggle with substance use 
disorders and mental health 
issues. In Alabama, there are 

over 350,000 veterans. Sub-
stance use disorders in the 
veteran population have been 
linked to homelessness and 
suicide. 
	 In Alabama, nearly 18% of 
those who died from suicide 
were veterans, according to 
the states Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 
	 “For veterans, military 
life comes with its own set 
of risk factors and potential 
causes for substance use and 
mental health issues,” said 
Michael Leach of Addicted.
org. “It’s critical they receive 

the support and help they 
need.” Awareness of what 
leads to these problems can 
ensure family and friends are 
equipped to help a loved one 
who is a veteran access the 
help and support they need. 

Risk factors can include 
the following:
•	 Trauma or stress because 
of past service, deployment 
or combat
•	 Struggling to reintegrate 
into civilian life
•	 Mental health issues 
because of military service, 

such as PTSD, brain injuries, 
depression or anxiety
•	 Injuries and chronic pain 
because of military service 

Veterans struggling with sub-
stance use or mental health 
problem also need help over-
coming the barriers to access-
ing the treatment they need. 
These barriers may include 
cost, stigma, inadequate 
funding and limited resourc-
es in rural locations. 
	 There are ways to help 
and make a difference in a 
veteran’s life. The Alabama 

Department of Veterans Af-
fairs offers a variety of bene-
fits of services. Alabama Vet-
eran is a community-based 
peer-to-peer organization 
helping veterans, service 
members and their families. 
Nationally, the VA Facility 
locator and all the services 
provided through the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, 
such as those helping home-
less veterans. Important 
phone numbers include the 
Veterans Crisis Line: 1-800-
273-8255 and the Lifeline for 
Vets: 1-888-777-4443. While 

we honor those who have lost 
their lives in service of their 
country this Memorial Day, 
we must always continue to 
recognize the problems so 
many veterans face when 
they return home and take 
steps to ensure the help is 
available.

Veronica Raussin is a com-
munity outreach coordi-
nator for Addicted.org, 
passionate about spreading 
awareness of the risks and 
dangers of alcohol and drug 
use.

Veronica Raussin
Contributor

Staff Reports
Contributor

Agriplex online spring auction May 4-7 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The North Al-
abama Agriplex will hold its spring 
online auction Thursday-Sunday, 
May 4-7, raising funds for its new 
community hub. The auction 
features several valuable prize 
packages including passes to area 
attractions and restaurants, along 
with handcrafted items.  
	 Photos and full descriptions of 
the items available are available at 
www.agriplex.org. 

Package items include:
•	 A John Deere Peg Perego 
Gator XUV toy ride-on vehicle 
from TriGreen Equipment
•	 Four rounds of golf at Terri 
Pines with lessons from Stephen 
DeBoer, Cross Creek Golf Course
•	 Four one-day passes to Point 
Mallard 
•	 Lunch at Trident Marina
•	 One 90-minute session at 
Quality Therapeutic Massage

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

Mr. Kennedy (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Mr. Kennedy, 
an approximately 3-year-old male 
“shollie” (shepherd and collie mix) 
with a dark thick coat, is avail-
able for adoption at the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter.
	 Mr. Kennedy is truly man’s 
best friend, cherishing the time 
spent with his handlers at the shel-
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Legal Notice 
   Pursuant to Alabama Code 32-13-1, J and G Wrecker, LLC will offer for sale at public auction the below abandoned vehicles at 
556 County Road 1621, Cullman, Alabama, 35058, on Wednesday, June 14, 2023 at 10:30 a.m. 
 
2004 Chevrolet Venture, red, Vin.#1GNDX13EX4D154005 
1986 Harley Davidson FLHT, black, Vin.#1HD1DDL11GY502062 
2011 Nissan Frontier, white, Vin.#1N6AD0ER2BC435648 
2007 Toyota Camry, gold, Vin.#4T1BE46K27U125557 
2003 Chevrolet Tahoe, white, Vin.#1GNEC13V63R130477 
2007 Ford Focus, red, Vin.#1FAHP34N27W117694 
2006 Toyota Corolla, black, Vin.#2T1BR32E16C628611 
2005 Chevrolet Impala, black, Vin.#2G1WF52E459255657 
2008 Honda Civic, maroon, Vin.#1HGFA16838L024752 
2003 Ford F150, gray, Vin.#1FTRW07L53KD15083 
2009 Mitsubishi Galant Sport, blue, Vin.#4A3AB36F29E008982 
2003 Dodge Neon, silver, Vin.#1B3AS26C43D130213 
2005 Infinity G35, silver, Vin.#JNKCV51E85M215632 
2014 Utlo Utility 16’Open, red, Vin.#Z53F9VH807 
2011 Ford Fusion, Green, Vin.#3FAHP0HA3BR273373 
1999 Chrysler Sebring, silver, Vin.#3C3EL55H0XT582420 
2007 Chevrolet Impala, silver, Vin.#2G1WB58K179410483 
2003 GMC Yukon, white, Vin.#1GKEK13Z23R138868 
2000 Chevrolet Blazer, gray, Vin.#1GNCS13W3Y2275494 
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256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Agriplex online spring auction May 4-7 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The North Al-
abama Agriplex will hold its spring 
online auction Thursday-Sunday, 
May 4-7, raising funds for its new 
community hub. The auction 
features several valuable prize 
packages including passes to area 
attractions and restaurants, along 
with handcrafted items.  
	 Photos and full descriptions of 
the items available are available at 
www.agriplex.org. 

Package items include:
•	 A John Deere Peg Perego 
Gator XUV toy ride-on vehicle 
from TriGreen Equipment
•	 Four rounds of golf at Terri 
Pines with lessons from Stephen 
DeBoer, Cross Creek Golf Course
•	 Four one-day passes to Point 
Mallard 
•	 Lunch at Trident Marina
•	 One 90-minute session at 
Quality Therapeutic Massage

•	 Lunch at The Brick Deli
•	 Four passes to the Cook 
Museum of Natural Science
•	 Local foods including honey 
and cakes
•	 Handmade woodworking 
items from local craftsmen
•	 Much more

The online auction opens at noon 
on Thursday, May 4 and closes at 8 
p.m. on Sunday, May 7.  To partic-
ipate, simply go to www.agriplex.
org and follow directions. Items 
won in the auction may be col-
lected at the Agriplex, 1714 Tally 
Ho Street in Cullman, on Tuesday, 
May 9, from 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

Community hub
To better serve north Alabama and 
continue the work of Food for Life, 
the Agriplex is raising $2.3 million 
to construct a community hub. 
Located on its current property in 
Cullman, the 8,525-square-foot fa-
cility will feature a fully equipped 
demonstration and teaching kitch-
en and workspace shared with the 
Cullman County Extension Office.  

The Alabama Cooperative Exten-
sion System has a county office in 
all 67 counties across the state. The 
Extension System relies on coop-
eration from local county commis-
sions to provide office space from 
which the Extension can serve the 
county. The support of the Cull-
man County Commission for the 
expansion at the Agriplex is also 
a commitment to provide a home 
for the Cullman County Extension 
Office.Near the current John T. 
Williamson Heritage Center, the 
new facility will enable the Agri-
plex to broaden its efforts in reduc-
ing food insecurity and promoting 
nutrition education as young and 
old alike learn to prepare, preserve 
and enjoy delicious, locally grown 
produce. The expansion will also 
enhance the Agriplex’s current 
instruction in heritage agricultural 
skills and sustainable living and 
provide the opportunity for job 
training courses in the foodservice 
and agriculture industries. The 
North Alabama Agriplex plans to 
break ground on the community 
hub in 2024.

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

Mr. Kennedy (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Mr. Kennedy, 
an approximately 3-year-old male 
“shollie” (shepherd and collie mix) 
with a dark thick coat, is avail-
able for adoption at the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter.
	 Mr. Kennedy is truly man’s 
best friend, cherishing the time 
spent with his handlers at the shel-

ter. He is quite savvy with his leash 
as any First Dog might be, and 
adores being close to his Secret 
Service detail.
	 As an added bonus, Mr. 
Kennedy is already neutered, so 
potential adopters can enjoy a re-
duced adoption rate; though, rest 
assured, it is no indication of his 
worth as a potential companion 
for you and your family.
	 Ready to meet Mr. Kennedy? 
Don your presidential best and 

head over to the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 935 Convent 
Road NE, Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. for a meet 
and greet.
	 His adoption fee includes 
DHLPP vaccine, Bordetella vac-
cines, rabies vaccine, wormer, gen-
eral exam at the vet and microchip.
	 Contact the Cullman County 
Animal Shelter at 256-734-5448 
or www.cullmananimalshelter@
co.cullman.al.us. 
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A BILL

TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

Relating to Cullman County, to amend Section 45-22-225

of the Code of Alabama 1975, to change the composition of the

Cullman County Tourism Bureau; and to amend Sections 45-22-242

and 45-22-242.11 of the Code of Alabama 1975, to provide for

the rate of taxation and for the use of the proceeds of the

tax.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Sections 45-22-225, 45-22-242, and 45-22-242.11,

Code of Alabama 1975, are amended to read as follows:

"§45-22-225

(a) The Cullman County Tourism Bureau shall be

comprised as follows: (1) Two members appointed by the Cullman

City Council, of which one shall be an elected city councilman

and one shall be a representative of tourism relating to the

restaurant industry; (2) two members appointed by the full

board of the Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce, of which one

shall be either the chair of the chamber or the president of

the chamber and one shall be a representative of tourism

relating to the Smith Lake Community; (3) two members
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paralleling the state tax on businesses renting rooms,

lodging, or accommodations to transients provided for in

Sections 40-26-1 to 40-26-21, inclusive, hereinafter referred

to as state lodging tax, in the manner and at the rate

hereinafter prescribed.

(b) Upon every person, firm, or corporation engaging in

Cullman County in the business of renting or furnishing any

room or rooms, lodging, or accommodations to transients in any

hotel, motel, inn, tourist camp, tourist cabin, or any other

place in which rooms, lodgings, or accommodations are

regularly furnished to transients for a consideration, in an

amount to be determined by the application of the rate of five

percent of the charge for the room, rooms, lodgings, or

accommodations, including the charge for use or rental of

personal property and services furnished in the room.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, upon the retirement of existing

debt for the Exit 305 Interchange, County Road 222 and

outstanding debt on the building occupied by the Cullman Area

Chamber of Commerce, located at 301 2nd Ave SW, Cullman, AL

35055, the application of the rate to be charged for the room,

rooms, lodgings, or accommodations, including the charge for

use or rental of personal property and services furnished in

the room shall be four percent. There is exempted from the tax

levied under this part any rentals or services taxed under the

state sales tax provided for in Chapter 23 of Title 40. The

tax shall not apply to rooms, lodgings, or accommodations

supplied for a period of 3090 continuous days or more in any

place."
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"§45-22-242.11

(a) The State Department of Revenue shall charge

Cullman County for collecting the county lodging taxes levied

in this part the lessor of the actual amount of total

collections, but the collection charge shall not in any event

exceed 2.5 percent of the total amount of the special county

taxes collected under this part. The charge for collecting the

taxes for the county may be deducted each month from the taxes

collected before certifying the amount of the proceeds from

the taxes due to Cullman County each month. The State

Commissioner of Revenue shall pay into the State Treasury all

county taxes collected under this part as the taxes are

received by the State Department of Revenue. On or before the

first day of each successive month, commencing with the month

following the month in which the department makes the first

collections under this part, the commissioner shall certify to

the Comptroller the amount of taxes collected under this part

and paid into the State Treasury for the benefit of Cullman

County during the month immediately preceding the making of

the certification. Before certifying the amount of the taxes

paid into the State Treasury for the benefit of Cullman County

during each month, the commissioner may deduct from the taxes

collected for the month the charges due the department for the

collection of the taxes for the county. It shall be the duty

of the Comptroller to issue a state warrant each month payable

to the Cullman County Commission,Tourism Bureau, in an amount

equal to the amount so certified by the State Commissioner of

Revenue as having been collected for the use of the county.
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(b) Upon receiving the tax proceeds, the county

treasurer of the Cullman County Tourism Bureau shall transmit

the proceeds as follows:

(1) Two-fifths of the proceeds to the Cullman County

Chamber of Commerce to be used at the discretion of the

chamber of commerce to pay any operational expenses while

promoting small businesses, whilepromotion promoting the of

marketing for of Cullman being as a destination shopping

location, working with and enhancing the City of Cullman's and

Cullman County's Industrial Boards, to and working with the

Cullman County Tourism Board.

(2) One-fifth of the The remaining three-fifths of the

proceeds toshall remain with the Cullman County Tourism Bureau

to be used at the discretion of the bureau exclusively for the

purpose of promoting tourism through festivals, community

events, arts projects and tournaments that benefit throughout

the City of Cullman and Cullman County for the benefit of all

of the residents of Cullman County.  Also, these funds may be

used to pay the operational expenses, salaries and benefits of

the Bureau's director and staff.

(3) The remaining two-fifths of the proceeds that are

sent to the Cullman County Commission from the Alabama

Department of Revenue shall continue to be sent to the Cullman

Area Chamber of Commerce for the sole purpose of paying off

the existing debt, which shall not be extended, of the Exit

305 Interchange, County Road 222. Once the existing debt of

the Exit 305, Interchange, County Road 222 debt is paid off,

then 100 percent of the two-fifths will transfer for the sole
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purpose of paying off the remaining outstanding debt on the

building occupied by the Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce,

located at 301 2nd Ave SW, Cullman, AL 35055, which shall also

not be extended. Upon the retirement of the above-mentioned

debt, two-fifths of the proceeds shall be transmitted to the

Cullman County Tourism Bureau to be used at the discretion of

the bureau exclusively for the purposes stated in subdivision

(2). The remaining one-fifth of the proceeds shall expire on

December 31, 2024.

(c) Effective June 1, 2021, the balance of the proceeds

remaining to be distributed to Cullman County after the cost

of collection and distribution to the Alabama Mountain Lakes

Association have been deducted pursuant to Section 40-26-20,

shall be controlled by the Cullman County Tourism Bureau.

(d) Effective June 1, 2021, the City of Cullman shall

transmit to the Cullman County Tourism Bureau, an amount equal

to one-quarter percent of the privilege tax levied and

collected, pursuant to Ordinance 2007-7, on persons, firms, or

corporations renting accommodations to transients in the City

of Cullman."

Section 2.  This act shall become effective immediately

following its passage and approval by the Governor, or its

otherwise becoming law.
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appointed by the Cullman County Commission, of which one shall

be an elected county commissioner and one shall be a

representative of tourism relating to the agri-tourism

industry or the faith-based tourism industry; (4) one member

appointed by the hotel association; (5) one member appointed

by the Wallace State Community College President; (6) one

member who shall be the Cullman County Parks and Recreation

Director; (7) one member appointed by the Cullman City Parks

and Recreation Board Director or President; and (8) one member

who shall be a representative of the tourism industry selected

by a majority vote of the state delegation; provided however,

that in the event the delegation vote is tied, the Senator

representing Cullman shall make the deciding vote.

(b) Members of the bureau shall serve staggered,

four-year terms as follows: (1) appointees of the hotel

association, Wallace State Community College, the Cullman

County Parks and Recreation Board, and the Cullman City Parks

and Recreation Board shall serve six- year terms; (2) one

appointee each for the Cullman City Council, the Cullman Area

Chamber of Commerce, and the Cullman County Commission shall

serve four- year terms; and (3) all other appointees shall

serve two-year terms.

(c) The Cullman County Treasurer shall open a separate

bank account for the Cullman County Tourism Bureau by June 1,

2021." 

"§45-22-242

(a) There is levied in Cullman County, in addition to

all other taxes now imposed by law, a privilege or license tax
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SPECIAL NOTICE RE LOCAL LAWS 
 

NO SPECIAL, PRIVATE, OR LOCAL LAW CAN BE PASSED, except in reference to fixing 
the time of holding courts, unless notice of the intention to apply therefore shall have been 
published, without cost to the State, in the county or counties where the matter or thing to be 
affected may be situated. The notice must state the substance of the proposed law and be 
published at least once a week for four consecutive weeks in some newspaper published in such 
county or counties. Such publication must have been completed prior to the day on which the bill 
is introduced. 
 
Proof by affidavit (proof of publication) which verifies that notice has been properly published 
must be exhibited to the House of Representatives and the Senate, and one copy of such proof 
must be attached to the original copy of the bill which is offered for introduction. 
 
The county or municipality affected by a local law introduced by a legislator must pay for 
advertising the notice, if the notice is signed by the Legislator, even though the bill is not passed. 
(Section 11-13-6, Code of Alabama 1975) 
 
    LEGISLATIVE SERVICES AGENCY 
 
(THIS COPY FOR THE NEWSPAPER:  THIS NOTICE MUST BE PRINTED 
PRECEDING THE BILL] 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
 NOTICE is hereby given that a bill substantially as follows will be introduced in 
the 2023 Regular Session of the Legislature of Alabama and application for its passage 
and enactment will be made: 

» CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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(b) Upon receiving the tax proceeds, the county

treasurer of the Cullman County Tourism Bureau shall transmit

the proceeds as follows:

(1) Two-fifths of the proceeds to the Cullman County

Chamber of Commerce to be used at the discretion of the

chamber of commerce to pay any operational expenses while

promoting small businesses, whilepromotion promoting the of

marketing for of Cullman being as a destination shopping

location, working with and enhancing the City of Cullman's and

Cullman County's Industrial Boards, to and working with the

Cullman County Tourism Board.

(2) One-fifth of the The remaining three-fifths of the

proceeds toshall remain with the Cullman County Tourism Bureau

to be used at the discretion of the bureau exclusively for the

purpose of promoting tourism through festivals, community

events, arts projects and tournaments that benefit throughout

the City of Cullman and Cullman County for the benefit of all

of the residents of Cullman County.  Also, these funds may be

used to pay the operational expenses, salaries and benefits of

the Bureau's director and staff.

(3) The remaining two-fifths of the proceeds that are

sent to the Cullman County Commission from the Alabama

Department of Revenue shall continue to be sent to the Cullman

Area Chamber of Commerce for the sole purpose of paying off

the existing debt, which shall not be extended, of the Exit

305 Interchange, County Road 222. Once the existing debt of

the Exit 305, Interchange, County Road 222 debt is paid off,

then 100 percent of the two-fifths will transfer for the sole
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purpose of paying off the remaining outstanding debt on the

building occupied by the Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce,

located at 301 2nd Ave SW, Cullman, AL 35055, which shall also

not be extended. Upon the retirement of the above-mentioned

debt, two-fifths of the proceeds shall be transmitted to the

Cullman County Tourism Bureau to be used at the discretion of

the bureau exclusively for the purposes stated in subdivision

(2). The remaining one-fifth of the proceeds shall expire on

December 31, 2024.

(c) Effective June 1, 2021, the balance of the proceeds

remaining to be distributed to Cullman County after the cost

of collection and distribution to the Alabama Mountain Lakes

Association have been deducted pursuant to Section 40-26-20,

shall be controlled by the Cullman County Tourism Bureau.

(d) Effective June 1, 2021, the City of Cullman shall

transmit to the Cullman County Tourism Bureau, an amount equal

to one-quarter percent of the privilege tax levied and

collected, pursuant to Ordinance 2007-7, on persons, firms, or

corporations renting accommodations to transients in the City

of Cullman."

Section 2.  This act shall become effective immediately

following its passage and approval by the Governor, or its

otherwise becoming law.
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LEGALS — COMMUNITY MATTERS

SPECIAL NOTICE RE LOCAL LAWS 
 

NO SPECIAL, PRIVATE, OR LOCAL LAW CAN BE PASSED, except in reference to fixing 
the time of holding courts, unless notice of the intention to apply therefor shall have been 
published, without cost to the State, in the county or counties where the matter or thing to be 
affected may be situated. The notice must state the substance of the proposed law and be 
published at least once a week for four consecutive weeks in some newspaper published in such 
county or counties. Such publication must have been completed prior to the day on which the bill 
is introduced. 
 
Proof by affidavit (proof of publication) which verifies that notice has been properly published 
must be exhibited to the House of Representatives and the Senate, and one copy of such proof 
must be attached to the original copy of the bill which is offered for introduction. 
 
The county or municipality affected by a local law introduced by a legislator must pay for 
advertising the notice, if the notice is signed by the Legislator, even though the bill is not passed. 
(Section 11-13-6, Code of Alabama 1975) 
 
    LEGISLATIVE SERVICES AGENCY 

[THIS COPY FOR THE NEWSPAPER:  THIS NOTICE MUST BE PRINTED 
PRECEDING THE BILL] 
STATE OF ALABAMA 
COUNTY OF CULLMAN 
 
 NOTICE is hereby given that a bill substantially as follows will be introduced in 
the 2023 Regular Session of the Legislature of Alabama and application for its passage 
and enactment will be made: 
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A BILL

TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT

Relating to the Town of Garden City in Cullman County;

to amend Section 45-22-100.07 of the Code of Alabama 1975, to

authorize the town council to sell a portion of the former

Garden City school property without a referendum.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Section 45-22-100.07 of the Code of Alabama

1975, is amended to read as follows:

"§45-22-100.07

(a) In Cullman County, the governing body of the Town

of Garden City may own, operate, manage, and preserve the

former Garden City school property in the Town of Garden City,

including any ball fields and other historical structures,

owned by the Cullman County Board of Education. To the extent

allowed under Section 36-1-12, members of the governing body

are immune from civil liability for actions taken in the

conduct of their duties relating to the Garden City school

property.

(b)(1) The governing body of the Town of Garden City

may accept title to the former Garden City school property

owned by the Cullman County Board of Education and may hold
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the property for the benefit and use of the public,

particularly the Town of Garden City. The governing body of

the Town of Garden City may receive state, local, and other

governmental funding and may accept charitable donations for

the operation, management, and preservation of the former

Garden City school property.

(2) a. The Except as otherwise provided in paragraph

b., the governing body of the Town of Garden City may not sell

or transfer ownership of the property unless approved by

majority vote of the governing body and then by a majority

vote of the qualified electors in the Town of Garden City at a

referendum called by the Judge of Probate of Cullman County

and held during the following general election.

b. Notwithstanding paragraph a., the governing body of

the Town of Garden City by a majority vote may sell without a

referendum a part of the former Garden City school property,

not including the school, more particularly described as 7.2

acres - Lots 2 and 4, BLKS 23, 24, and 25 and Lots 1 and 2,

BLK 26 of Garden City subdivision, less and except certain

property, (PIN 30626, Parcel No. 25-02-09-0-051-005.000)." 

Section 2. This act shall become effective immediately

following its passage and approval by the Governor, or its

otherwise becoming law.
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WSCC students bring home 35 medals 
from State SkillsUSA competitions

Hats, Horses and Hope: Hope 
Horses fundraiser May 6

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — Stu-
dents from Wallace State 
Community College are 
bringing home 35 medals 
from the state SkillsUSA 
competition held this week 
in Mobile. There were 21 
first-place winners, 10 sec-
ond-place winners and four 
third-place winners.
	 Diesel Technology stu-
dents swept the Diesel Equip-
ment Technology category, 
winning first-, second- and 
third-place medals. Other 
categories had multiple win-
ning teams or individuals 
from Wallace State on the 
podium, including Carpen-
try, Commercial Drone and 
Motorcycle Service Technol-
ogy.
	 “SkillsUSA unleashes 
the potential of our aspiring 
students,” said Jerry Murcks, 
associate dean of Applied 

Technologies. “These com-
petitions help them learn 
how to adapt to change and 
develop leadership skills 
that are needed in today’s 
highly skilled workforce. The 
number of medals won shows 
the dedication our faculty 
and students have put forth 
in this year’s Skills competi-
tion. I’m very proud of every-
one that competed.”
	 All Wallace State gold 
medal winners are eligible to 
compete at the 2023 Nation-
al Leadership and SkillsUSA 
event in June in Atlanta.

Gold medal winners in-
cluded:

•	 Automated Manufac-
turing – Caleb Sharpe of 
Falkville, Johnson Sellnow of 
Guntersville, Brennan Perry 
of Cordova

•	 Barbering – Adriana 

Prado of Cullman

•	 CNC Technician – Philip 
Hansel of Arab

•	 CNC Turning Specialist – 
Jack West of Cullman

•	 Commercial Drone – 
Avery Hollis of Vinemont, 
Landon Holmes of Cullman

•	 Computer Programming 
– Julian Camarillo of Oneon-
ta

•	 Criminal Scene Investi-
gation – Jessica Rosales Agu-
ilar of Boaz, Brittany Davis of 
Warrior, Dallas Heinrich of 
Blount

•	 Criminal Justice – Ashley 
Hardin of Alabaster

•	 Diesel Equipment Tech-
nology –Aca Lee of Adger

•	 Internetworking – Clay-

ton Kluber of Cullman

•	 Mobile Robotic Technol-
ogy – Isaac Daniel of Holly 
Pond, Devin Hollis of Cull-
man

•	 Motorcycle Service Tech-
nology – Zach hill, Ayden 
McKenzie of Vinemont

•	 Robotics: Urban Search 
and Rescue – Chris Hosey of 
Holly Pond, Joseph McCay of 
Hayden

•	 Technical Computer Ap-
plications (HS) – Skylar Hig-
genbotham of Remlap

Silver medal winners in-
cluded:

•	 Carpentry – Bradley 
Burden of Baileyton

•	 CNC Milling Specialist – 
Trent Gorham of Baileyton

•	 Collision Repair Tech-
nology – Alexis Hathcock of 
Cleveland

•	 Commercial Drone – 
Luke Denton of Holly Pond, 
Paige Hollis of Cullman

•	 Customer Service – 
Marcos Zapian of Hanceville

•	 Diesel Equipment Tech-
nology – Jonah Hilb of Cull-
man

•	 Extemporaneous Speak-
ing – Mackenzie Walker of 
Blountsville

•	 Job Skill Demonstration 
Open – Bailey Gooch of Cull-
man

•	 Motorcycle Service Tech-
nology – Ayden Mckenzie of 
Hayden

Bronze medal winners in-
cluded:

•	 Automotive Refinishing 
– Chadley Gunter of Hancev-
ille

•	 Carpentry – Dakota Mc-
Daniel of Baileyton

•	 Culinary Arts – Averon 
Chappell of Warrior

•	 Diesel Equipment Tech-
nology – Briana Morgan of 
Hanceville

Registration for summer and 
fall semesters in underway. 
Summer 2023 classes begin 
May 24. Fall 2023 classes 
begin Aug. 18. For more infor-
mation, visit www.wallaces-
tate.edu, call 256-352-8000 
or come by Lion Central in the 
lobby of the James C. Bailey 
Center Monday-Wednesday 
7:30 a.m.-6 p.m., Thursdays 
7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. or Friday 
7:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

CULLMAN, Ala. — This Sat-
urday, May 6, local nonprofit 
Hope Horses, Inc. will host its 
Hats, Horses and Hope fund-
raising event. 
	 “This Hats, Horses and 
Hope event is the biggest 
fundraising event of the year 
for Hope Horses,” said Hope 
Horses Executive Director 
Kelsey Rice. “All proceeds 
raised will go toward the 

Hope Horses therapeutic 
riding program.” 
	 Kentucky Derby attire is 
encouraged. This includes 
bright, colorful dresses with 
floral patterns or bold prints 
and fancy hats, and suits with 
ties (including bowties).  
	 The event will be held at 
Camp Meadowbrook and will 
start at 4:30 p.m. Dinner will 
be served during the pre-rac-
es.
	 Viewing of the Kentucky 
Derby Race for the Roses will 

be at 5:45. Avenue G will take 
the stage at 6, and auctions 
will begin at 8. 
	 Tickets are $75 and can be 
purchased at the door.
	 For more information 
or to purchase tickets in ad-
vance, contact Kelsey Rice at 
256-507-4088.
	 Camp Meadowbrook is 
located at 2344 County Road 
747 in Cullman. 
	 Learn more about Hope 
Horses at www.hopehorse-
sinc.com. 

Gail Crutchfield
Wallace State

Tiffany McKoy
tsmckoy@cullmantribune.com

Students from Wallace State Community College are bringing home 35 medals from the state SkillsUSA competition held this week 
in Mobile. There were 21 first-place winners, 10 second-place winners and four third-place winners.

WALLACE STATE

Bearcats (from Front)
said. “They’ve got two divi-
sion one hitters in the heart 
of the lineup, and they’re sur-
rounded with guys that know 
how to have at-bats. They 
know how to hit with two 
strikes and they’re a fantas-
tic offensive team. So, we’re 
going to have to be really, 
really good defensively and 
on the mound to give our-
selves a chance.”
	 Coming off a series 

against Athens in which they 
only allowed three runs in 
two games, Patterson likes 
the way his team is play-
ing defensively and on the 
mound. He’s also seen the 
Bearcats continue to develop 
offensively each week and is 
excited to see how much fur-
ther they can take it.
	 “We’re defending it really 
well, and we’re pitching it 
pretty good, and I think that 

every week that goes by we 
learn a little more about who 
we really are as the identity 
of our team.,” Patterson said. 
“It really did take a while and 
we’re not spectacular offen-
sively by any means but we’re 
learning how to manufacture 
runs and put innings togeth-
er the way we can with our 
lineup, so I like where we are. 
Really, we’re just thankful we 
get to keep practicing in May 

with this kind of weather and 
to just keep going.”
	 The Bearcats have been 
doing a great job of keeping 
opponents off the board, but 
Gardendale’s bats have been 
hot all season so something 
will have to give when they 
clash Thursday night. Game 
one is set for 4:30 p.m. with 
game two to follow. Game 
three will be Friday night at 6 
p.m. if necessary. 

Wiggins (from Front)
big gesture person,” she ex-
claimed, “so we wanted to do 
a big gesture for him, too!”
	 Speakers including 
former mentors and co-
workers shared memories, 
well-wishes and personal an-
ecdotes of their experiences 
with Wiggins.
	 There was a stout empha-
sis on his outlook on educa-
tion as a whole, celebrating 
his true hands-on approach 
in guiding children through 
all the ups and downs that life 
can bring, even at an elemen-

tary school level.
	 All the speeches were 
heartfelt, but the most poi-
gnant and tear-jerking of the 
evening came from Wiggins’ 
first hire as a principal, sixth-
grade teacher Beth Collins. 
Wiggins is well known as a 
comic book junkie with a 
childlike heart, and Collins’ 
closing remarks seemed most 
appropriate.
	 “As you leave us to start 
a new chapter, I feel certain 
that we will continue to build 
on the foundation you have 

laid here, with this parting 
quote as our guide: ‘With 
great power comes great re-
sponsibility,’” she smiled.
	 Between hugs, photo-ops 
and his signature high fives, 
Wiggins shared that the de-
cision to retire and move on 
from his 17-year tenure at 
East Elementary was, albeit 
necessary, definitely bitter-
sweet.
	 “That’s the best word for 
it,” he said. “It’s a bittersweet 
situation, but when you know 
it’s right, it’s right, and when 

it’s time, it’s time.” 
	 In a closing speech, Wig-
gins himself shared how he is 
more than appreciative of his 
time at East Elementary, and 
is so proud of the team he has 
built over the years to contin-
ue the good work.
	 “I feel confident that with 
the team at East Elementary, 
it will be okay.
	 “They cry for kids, they 
wrestle with kids, they work 
for kids, they advocate for 
kids.They absolutely put chil-
dren first.”

COMMUNITY MATTERS

Bush Hog is 
one of the 

horses in the 
Hope Horses 
therapeutic 

riding 
program. 
Proceeds 
from the 

Hats, Horses 
and Hope 
fundraiser 

will go 
toward the 
program.
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