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Diane Pugh-West, 
Jeanette Smith-Grund, 

Sheila Anne Brown, 
Frances Olene DePlachett, 
Nicholas Joseph Pisacrita, 

Jr.
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Larry Paul Vondrasek, 
Freida Lee Creel, Karsten 
Andrew Ryley Williams, 

Oscar Gerald “Shag” 
Hayes, Thermon Lee 

‘Buddy’ Carden, Deborah 
Marlene Greer, Ruth 

Marie Willis, Betty Cobb 
Porter
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Michelle Leigh Wade 
Dean, Bernice Lynch 
Glover, Bradley Mills 

Richie, Margie Lou 
Grantham, David Lee 
Marsh, Megnia Joan 

Terry, Fay Delores Duskin 
Underwood, Hilda Lee-

Nichols, Helen Rita Taylor
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POWER SUNROOF | SPRAY-ON BEDLINER | 6.2L ECOTEC3 
V8 WITH DYNAMIC FUEL MANAGEMENT | X31 OFF-

ROAD PACKAGE | ADAPTIVE CRUISE CONTROL

NEW 2023 GMC SIERRA 1500
CREW CAB SHORT BOX 4-WHEEL DRIVE SLT

SAVOR THE LAST SUMMER DAYS WITH BILL’S DEALS!

BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472BILLSMITHBUICKGMC.COM • 1940 SECOND AVE NW • CULLMAN, AL 35055 • 256-734-4472

$10,000 
OFF!!

2022 GMC DEALER 
OF THE YEAR

Harmony School to receive 
multiple certifications
Alabama Outdoor Classroom Certification, National Wildlife 
Federation Schoolyard Habitat Certification and Monarch 
Butterfly Waystation Certification to be awarded Sept. 22

Harmony School
TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

» PAGE 2

Vinemont man arrested 
on sex offense charges

Justin Cody Mann
CULLMAN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

» PAGE 2

First responders recognized 
by Hanceville City Council

HANCEVILLE, Ala. — De-
spite a fairly light council 
meeting agenda, Hanceville 
City Hall was packed with 
first responders and their 
superiors, family and friends 
on Thursday, Aug. 24, 2023. 
All were gathered to watch 
members of Hanceville Fire 
Rescue as they were recog-
nized for coming together 
to save a resident's life, and 
to witness the promotion 
of Zachary Hightower from 
Hanceville police officer to 
corporal.
 Assistant Fire Chief Bart 
Absher said the recognition 
was largely made possible by 
Hanceville's commitment to 
incorporating advanced life 
support training.
 The training, 

A crew of first responders was recognized at a regular Hanceville City Council meeting on 
Thursday, Aug. 24, at Hanceville City Hall. The responders pictured were recognized for their 
life-saving efforts on an early morning call in January 2023. Pictured left to right are Fire Chief 
Rodger Green, Britt Banks, Zachary Hightower, Tina Weeks, Shanon Hipp and Derek Bennefield.

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Corporal Zachary Hightower (left) stands with his girlfriend 
Morgan Arrington after being promoted from officer to corporal 
at a regular Hanceville City Council meeting on Thursday, 
Aug. 24, 2023, at Hanceville City Hall. Arrington was given 
the privilege of the first pinning of his corporal badge. 

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

Harris, Brown inducted into Alabama 
Senior Citizens Hall of Fame

CULLMAN, Ala. — A group 
of senior adults was honored 
Sunday, Aug. 20, 2023, with 
induction into the 2023 class 
of the Alabama Senior Cit-
izens Hall of Fame during a 
ceremony in Montgomery. 
Among the 10 permanent in-

ductees, two of them proudly 
call Cullman home.
 “This is the one major 
event in Alabama each year 
where individuals are formal-
ly honored and recognized 
for their selfless advocacy 
and dedication to serving 
older adults in their commu-
nity,” said Jean Brown, com-
missioner of the Alabama De-

partment of Senior Services. 
“We are proud to celebrate 
the achievements of the Al-
abamians selected for the 
Senior Citizens Hall of Fame 
awards.”

Peggy Harris
Peggy Harris is a well-known 
mover and shaker in the 
Cullman commu-

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

» PAGE 16

Cullman City School 
Board meeting notes » PAGE 16» PAGE 14

Peggy Harris (left) and Frank Brown Jr. (right) were inducted 
into the 2023 class of the Alabama Senior Citizens Hall 
of Fame on Sunday, Aug. 20, 2023, in Montgomery.
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Cullman elementary 
students craft 'robot fingers' 
to study human anatomy 

Cullman City Schools fourth graders create model 
X-rays and "working" fingers to learn about the 
human body at East Elementary.

CULLMAN CITY SCHOOLS

» PAGE 5

Troop 219 promotes 3 young 
men to rank of Eagle Scout

Pictured are the three scouts who were promoted to Eagle Scout on Sunday, 
Aug. 20, 2023, at Cullman First United Methodist Church. Eagle Scout is the 
highest achievement or rank attainable in the Boy Scouts of America (BSA). 
Left to right are Jack Haynes, Michael Ostberg and Lee Robbins.

ED HUDDLESTON

‘It means everything to us’
134 players pack course for 3rd annual 
John E. Hunt Memorial Golf Tournament

CULLMAN, Ala. — The 
third annual John E. Hunt 
Memorial Golf Tournament 
was hosted at Cross Creek 
Golf Course Saturday and 134 
players on 34 teams packed 

the course to help honor a 
friend and support a great 
cause. The tournament was 
first held in 2021 after long-
time Cullman Parks and Rec-
reation Director John Hunt 
passed away in March 2020. 
The Hunt Family Founda-
tion runs the event each year 

and the proceeds from the 
tournament go toward fund-
ing scholarships to Auburn 
University and Wallace State 
Community College for Cull-
man County Students. John’s 
wife, Elizabeth Hunt was 
happy to be able to establish 
the Hunt Family 

CULLMAN, Ala. — The rank 
of Eagle Scout is the highest 
rank attainable in the Boy 
Scouts of America (BSA), 
and only an estimated 4% 
of Scouts have ever reached 
the rank. On Sunday, Aug. 
20, 2023, three local Scouts 
– Jack Haynes, Michael 
Ostberg and Lee Robbins 
– earned the rank of Eagle 
Scout in a ceremony at Cull-
man First United Methodist 
Church.
 Among the 300 or so re-
quirements for merit badges 
and rank promotions, Eagle 
Scout Service Projects, or 
Eagle Projects, are a require-
ment of all those seeking the 

elusive title of Eagle Scout. 
The projects must be worked 
on for at least 13 hours and 
must benefit a charity, reli-
gious institution or school. 
 The young men of Troop 
219 kept it very on-brand for 
the BSA as a whole by choos-
ing projects dedicated to local 
institutions preserving histo-
ry and skills that shape the 
Scouts themselves: Haynes 
supporting Peinhardt Living 
History Farm, Ostberg choos-
ing Crooked Creek Civil War 
Museum and Robbins select-
ing West Point School, specif-
ically its archery team.
 Scoutmaster Jonathan 
Haynes shared a few words, 
noting the growth of these 
young men over their com-
bined years of Scout expe-

rience. “In just a few years, 
these Scouts have undergone 
quite a change,” he said. 
“From Scouts simply trying 
to memorize the Scout Oath 
and Law, to Scouts who live 
those words. From those who 
wanted to get outdoors to 
those who have been camp-
ing a number of times. From 
those who needed to be led, 
to those who can now lead 
others.”
 BSA Program Aide Vince 
Lambert also shared in the 
topic of growth, the powerful 
motivation of failure and the 
new beginning it brings. 
 “Do you remember the 
first time you tried to build a 
fire? You failed, didn’t you? 
And what about your first 
hike, the one that 

Nick Griffin
nick@cullmantribune.com
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Labor Day safety tips 
from CPD, CCSO » PAGE 8

AMCC update: Wagon 
Trail Med-Serv 
remains hopeful » PAGE 5

Sweet Tater Festival 
returns to Smith Lake 
Park this weekend » PAGE 8

» PAGE 6

Cross Creek Golf Course was packed with 134 
players Saturday competing in the third annual 
John E. Hunt Memorial Golf Tournament.

NICK GRIFFIN/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com
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PET OF THE 
WEEK

Arnie

Arnie can’t help but grin after a 
dip in the kiddie pool.

DONNA RUTTKAY

» PAGE 6

Commission recognizes 
Duke, Freeman, 
Townson, King

Commissioners Kelly Duke, left, 
and Corey Freeman, right

CULLMAN COUNTY COMMISSION

» PAGE 5

Victoria’s Hope celebrates 
grand opening after 5 years

Surrounded by family, friends, Cullman Area Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors and Cullman 
Lions Club members, April German cuts a grand opening ribbon at Victoria’s Hope, a local charity-
supporting thrift store in Cullman. Victoria’s Hope is located at 230 U.S. Highway 278 West.

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

Townson retires; Harrington 
named library director
CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Public Library 
System has a new director 
following a meeting of the li-
brary board Tuesday evening. 
Sharon Townson, who has 
been with the library for 27 

years, has retired. The board 
met in executive session and 
selected Josie Harrington to 
assume the role. 
	 Harrington, who started 
her career with the library 
in 2018, was named assistant 
director in January 2020. She 
acknowledged there is a lot 
of work ahead, but said she is 

excited to get started. 
	 “There is a lot of work 
ahead of us, but I am excited 
to be our new director,” she 
said. “I love our community!”
	 Harrington said she is ex-
cited to implement her ideas 
and help the library continue 
to grow. 
	 At the meet-

CULLMAN, Ala. — When 
Victoria’s Hope Thrift and 
Treasures was founded in 
2018, founder April German 
was bound and determined 
to create a silver lining out of 
the dark cloud of her moth-
er’s passing. What started as 
a clothing ministry for single 
mothers - named in honor of 
her own single mother - grew 
into a thriving community-
wide ministry. Booming busi-
ness called for a few changes 
of scenery, with German 
finally settling on the brick-
and-mortar building that 
Victoria’s Hope now calls 
home along U.S. Highway 278 
West. 
	 German shared that 
through the years and lo-
cation changes, she always 
wanted the grand experience 
of a ribbon cutting; after 
nearly five years operating as 

a charity-based thrift store, 
owners she and husband 
Craig German have done just 
that. 
	 The parking lot of Vic-
toria’s Hope was packed on 
Tuesday morning, Aug. 29, 
2023.
	 Staff and volunteers don-
ning shirts branded “Peace. 
Love. Thrift.” were quick-
ly putting on the finishing 
touches, arranging decorat-
ed sugar cookies just so and 
finishing up mowing to ac-
commodate parking for the 
dozens still pouring in. 
	 Cullman Area Chamber 
of Commerce President Joey 
Orr opened the gathering 
with a note of appreciation 
for what founders April and 
Craig German have done to 
impact the community. 
	 “Craig and April have 
this wonderful ministry, I 
mean, that’s really what it is!” 
exclaimed Orr, gesturing to 
the large crowd in the small 

room, saying, “What they’re 
doing for the community is 
fabulous; I know they’ve got a 
lot of partners!”
	 Holding back tears, April 
German shared a small tes-
timony about the roots of 
Victoria’s Hope, and how 
she couldn’t have possibly 
dreamed that it would be 
where it is now.
	 “When I first started 
this, all I wanted to do was 
help some mothers get some 
clothes, maybe some purses. 
I’m a teacher, so I thought ‘Oh 
yeah, I’ll do that during the 
summer,’” German laughed. 
“Five years later, this is here!”
	 German maintained that 
the secret sauce to Victo-
ria’s Hope’s success isn’t just 
her, or her husband Craig 
German, who runs the store. 
It’s the community as a whole 
that rallies behind them.
	 “I still don’t understand 
how; I really can’t compre-
hend how. But it’s 

Tiffany McKoy
tsmckoy@cullmantribune.com
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7 Cullman County nonprofits 
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Labor Day 2023 
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Josie Harrington is pictured in 2020.
WILLETTE HARBISON/CCPLS

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com
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CRIME

Arrests and incidents reported Aug. 30
CULLMAN, Ala. — Below 
are the arrests and incidents 
reported Aug. 30, 2023. All 
persons are innocent until 
proven guilty.

GJ = grand jury; FTA = failure 
to appear 

CULLMAN COUNTY
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

CULLMAN POLICE
DEPARTMENT

INCIDENTS 
Aug. 24
• theft of property-1st
degree; Lowe’s; Cherokee
Ave. SW; miscellaneous;
$6,299

Aug. 28
• theft of property-4th
degree; criminal tres-
pass-2nd degree; Wal-Mart; 
Olive St. SW; general mer-
chandise; $6

• theft of property-4th
degree; criminal mis-
chief-3rd degree; person;
2nd Ave. SW; miscellaneous;
damaged property; $180
•	 identity theft; person 
• criminal mischief-3rd
degree; person; St. Joseph St.
NW; damaged tires; $200
• assault-3rd degree; 
person; Main Ave. SW

ARRESTS
Aug. 28 – 29

Stewart Sr., Kenneth M.; 46
•	 FTA- insurance violation 

Grimes, Jeffery T.; 37
• FTA- criminal tres-
pass-3rd degree 

Golladay, Lydia C.; 26
• theft of property-4th
degree (2 counts)
• criminal trespass-2nd
degree

Schafer Jr., Michael K.; 32
• possession of child por-

nography 
• possession of marijua-
na-2nd degree
• possession of drug para-
phernalia 
• tampering with physical
evidence 

Bowers, Phyllis J.; 51
•	 criminal trespass
• theft of property-4th
degree
•	 FTA- insurance violation 
• FTA- driving while sus-
pended

• FTA- fail to register vehi-
cle 

Strakey Jr., Robert W.; 45
•	 public intoxication 

HANCEVILLE POLICE
DEPARTMENT

No arrests or incidents re-
ported.

Find arrest reports online 
Monday-Friday at www.Cull-
manTribune.com.

Cullman Tribune staff
Contributor

COMMUNITY CORNER

SERVICES
SELLING A RV, Tractor 
or Golf Cart? ADVERTISE 
STATEWIDE or by region in 
over 100 Newspapers, reach-
ing over 1 million readers 
each week! Run your ad in 
our Classified Network for 
just $210 per week! Make 
one call to this newspaper 
(participating Ala-SCAN 
newspaper) or call 1-800-
264-7043 to find out how 
easy it is to advertise state-
wide!

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months! 
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available. 
Call: 833-449-1307.

BECOME A PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We edit, print 
and distribute your work 
internationally. We do the 
work… You reap the Re-
wards! Call for a FREE Au-
thor’s Submission Kit: 888-
283-4780.

LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING: Call today for a
FREE QUOTE from Amer-
ica's Most Trusted Inter-
state Movers. Let us take the 
stress out of moving! Speak
to a Relocation Specialist,
call 844-925-3534.

EDUCATION
ATTENTION ACTIVE 
Duty & Military Veterans! 

Begin a new career and earn 
your Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans & 
Families! To learn more, call 
866-475-1014 (M-F 8am-
6pm ET).

HEALTH/BEAUTY
ATTENTION OXYGEN 
THERAPY USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable of full 
24/7 oxygen delivery. Only 
2.8 pounds. FREE informa-
tion kit. Call 844-322-9935.

ATTENTION: VIAGRA 
AND CIALIS USERS! A 
cheaper alternative to high 
drugstore prices! 50 Pill Spe-
cial - $99 + FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW: 866-505-0828.

FOR SALE
DIRECTV SATELLITE 
TV SERVICE Starting at 
$59.99/month! Free Instal-
lation! 160+ channels avail-
able. Call Now to Get the 
Most Sports & Entertain-
ment on TV! 844-594-7108.

NEED NEW Flooring? Call 
Empire Today to schedule 
a Free in-home estimate on 
Carpeting and Flooring. Call 
Today! 1-888-381-0916.

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades. FREE in-home es-
timates make it convenient 
to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top 

quality - Made in the USA. 
Call for free consultation: 
844-809-9165. Ask about
our specials!

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-833-683-2005.

GENERAC Standby Gener-
ators provide backup power 
during utility power outag-
es, so your home and family 
stay safe and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional 
terms and conditions. 1-877-
323-5516.

SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICA’S #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-871-
6175.

USE HAPPY JACK® 
DD-33 on dogs & cats to
kill fleas and deer ticks on
contact. Biodegradable! At
Tractor Supply® (www.hap-
pyjackinc.com)

METAL ROOFS Complete-
ly Installed $4750* Siding/
Windows 40% Off. LIMIT-
ED TIME. Factory Warran-
ty. Free Estimates Credit 
cards accepted. SR/Military 
discounts *1500 sq ft CALL 
NOW !! 800-664-4856.

AUTOMOTIVE
SUPPORT THE BLIND! 
Donate a car to the American 
Council of the Blind. FAST 
FREE PICKUP. 24-hour 
response. Running or not. 
maximum tax deduction and 
no emission test required! 
Call 24/7: 844-601-1342.

AUTO INSURANCE from 
$29 month Free 2-minute 
Quote! We Compare all In-
surance providers offers for 
you! Lowest Rates! Call Now 
866-450-0943.

VEHICLE TITLE Prob-
lems? We have a solution! 
Call Jason Steward Enter-
prises, We’re Alabama’s 
#1 Vehicle Title Problem 
Experts! Free telephone 
consultation. North AL 
1-256-850-0527, Central AL
1-205-267-5735, South AL
1-251-342-8538.

2008 TOYOTA SEQUOIA 
LIMITED EDITION Light 
Blue 5.7L V8 96k miles LOW 
MILES Great Condition, 
Runs FANTASTIC! 16,400 
FIRM CASHIERS CHECK 
ONLY! Please contact DL 
Tuggle (423)394-9685.

REACH A WIDE AUDIENCE ONLINE, ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA & IN THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

$8
ONLY

PER AD

MAX 280 CHARACTERS - SUBJECT TO APPROVAL

Pedestrian killed by 
vehicle along U.S. Hwy. 31

CULLMAN, Ala. — A pedes-
trian was struck by a vehicle 
and killed while walking 
along U.S. Highway 31 South 
between Hanceville and 
Garden City Tuesday after-
noon, Aug. 29, 2023. 
	 Cullman County Coroner 
Jeremy Kilpatrick identified 
the victim as Daniel Leon 
Johnson, 48, of Virginia 
Beach, Virginia. Kilpat-

rick said Johnson was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
	 “Mr. Johnson was walk-
ing northbound and was 
struck by a car traveling 
northbound,” said Kilpatrick. 
	 According to officials on 
the scene, the driver of the 
vehicle involved did stop. The 
Alabama Law Enforcement 
Agency is currently investi-
gating the incident. 
	 More details will be made 
available once released by 
ALEA.

Noah Galilee 
noah@cullmantribune.com

Grants (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Repre-
sentatives of several non-
profits in Cullman met at The 
Link of Cullman County’s 
Gathering Place on Wednes-
day, Aug. 30, 2023. Over cups 
of coffee and glazed donuts, 
they chatted about upcom-
ing projects, initiatives and 
workshops they plan to host 
- all funded by Alabama’s
Mountains, Rivers & Val-
leys RC&D Council, which
awarded $51,000 in grants to 
get these much-needed proj-
ects accomplished.

The Council worked in 
tandem with Cullman area 
legislators to grant the funds 
to the Cullman County Soil 
and Water Conservation 
District, Cullman County 
Commission, The Link 

of Cullman County, West 
Point FFA, Crane Hill Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
The Foundry Ministries and 
the North Alabama Agriplex 
Board.
	 Attending legislator Sen. 
Garlan Gudger, R-Cullman, 
noted the importance of 
applying for grants, singing 
high praises of the work 
that grants like these fund, 
chiming in, “Believe it or not, 
there are certain counties 
in this state that the money 
is there, but people aren’t 
asking for it.” 
	 Gudger continued, 
“What I love about this 
county, is that when we get 
more money we’re going to 
use it, and put it to good use. 
Everybody here today, and 
more out there, are helping 
this community be the best 
it can possibly be.”

	 Gudger spoke plainly 
about Cullman’s nonprofit 
impact on the state at large, 
saying, “Throughout the 
state, people are watching 
us: how we handle people, 
how we treat people and the 
programs we have to make 
a difference for the people 
walking through those doors 
every day,” he said, pointing 
to the doors of The Link’s 
Gathering Place.
	 The Council is a 501(c)(3) 
organization that supports 
educational and commu-
nity development projects 
in North Central Alabama. 
The Council serves Cullman, 
Morgan, Madison, Lime-
stone, Marshall, Jackson and 
DeKalb counties.
	 For more informa-
tion on grants it provides, 
visit https://amrvrcd.org/
grants/. 

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

Left to right are: Sen. Garlan Gudger, R-Cullman; Robert Harbison of the Cullman County 
Soil and Water Conservation District; Renona Seibert of Alabama’s Mountains, Rivers & 
Valleys RC&D Council; Melissa Betts of The Link of Cullman County; Courtney Ricketts 
of The Link of Cullman County; Julie Hall of The Link of Cullman County; Eddie Wilson of 
The Foundry Farm; Lisa Merritt of Cullman County Economic Development; Cherrie Haney 
of Alabama’s Mountains, Rivers & Valleys RC&D Council; Rachel Dawsey of the North 
Alabama Agriplex; and Mike Roden of the North Alabama Agriplex Foundation Board.

CAYLA GRACE MURPHY/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE
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Wanted! Food Vendors
The Fairview Lions Club 
is looking for food ven-
dors to come set up at 
the annual Labor Day 
car show on Sept. 4 at 
the Randall Shedd Com-
munity Park in Fairview. 
Vendors need to be set 
up by 9 a.m. to be ready 
to sell. For more info call 
Kita at 256-385-8805.

Calling All Young Sing-
ers!
Cullman Community 
Young Singers (CCYS) 
is looking for YOU! All 
young singers (ages 8-15) 
are invited to join us on 
Tuesday afternoons from 
3:30-4:45 at the Little 
House at Art Park, 1031 
Second St. SW in Cull-
man. No auditions, just 
come for a fun afternoon 
of learning music from 
pop to classical styles. We 
will rehearse and prepare 
to perform at a variety 
of events in and around 
the Cullman community. 
Bring your friends- we 
will have music and ev-
erything you need to get 
started! For more infor-
mation, text or email Miss 
Cindy at 256-338-4404, 
cindypass22@gmail.com. 
CCYS is sponsored by 
Cullman Parks, Recre-
ation & Sports Tourism. 

Baileyton Bargain Days
First and third Saturday 
of each month from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. at the old Bai-
leyton fire station next to 
the town’s park. Beauty 
and health products, toys, 
home goods, pet items, 
food and many everyday 
items. A donation of $20 
will allow a shopper to 
fill up a bag, and for $40 
a shopper can fill a large 
box. Some of the items of 
greater value will require 
a larger donation. There 
will be some restrictions 
and product limits on the 
items. Cash and checks 
accepted. Proceeds will 
be used for park improve-
ments and capital im-
provements for the town.

Alcoholics Anonymous 
The Grace of God group 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
has open AA meetings 
(all are welcome) Mon-
days and Thursdays from 
7-8 p.m. at the Carriage 
House, located next to 
Grace Episcopal Church, 
305 Arnold St. NE Cull-
man. Contact phone 
numbers: 256-347-1097, 
256-841-2209 or 256-
708-1340

Church Services- Spirit 
Life Church of GOD
• Spirit Life Church of 
GOD, 1650 St. Joseph Dr. 
NW, Cullman
• Mondays-Fridays- Free 
hot meals for children 
Mondays 11 a.m.-noon, 
Tuesdays 1-2 p.m. and 
We d n e s d a y s - Fr i d a y s 
11 a.m.-noon. Cullman 
Housing Authority Com-
munity Center 1545 Vine 
Circle SW. Please call 
Kristie 256-636-5362 for 
more information. Eat in 
or take out. Sponsored by 
Kids Loving Kids, Rais-
ing Arrows Ministry and 
Spirit Life Church. 
• Kids Loving Kids Birth-
day Blessings serves chil-
dren ages 1-18 in need of 
assistance to celebrate 
their birthdays. Register 
your child and pick up a 
birthday box with cake 
mix, icing, sprinkles, dec-
orations and toys! Pickup 
is the last weekend of the 
month. Saturday (5100 
Curry Highway Suite 
100-B Jasper, AL 35504) 
from 3-5 p.m. or the last 
Sunday of the month 
at Spirit Life Church 
Cullman from 12:30-1 
p.m.  Birth certificate is 
required at the time of 
box pickup. Register at 
https://form.jotform.
com/203435614640045. 
For more information, 
text or call 205-717-7478. 
• Friday, Sept. 1 - 7 p.m. 
Recovery Ministry.  Fel-
lowship & Testimonies. 

Hurts, habits and hang-
ups are a part of every-
one's life. Come and see 
how to overcome these 
and more!   6:30 p.m. 
bring a dish, dessert or 
drink for a potluck meal. 
Nursery provided! 
• Sunday, Sept. 3 - Prayer 
Groups - Join Kevin and 
Pastor Bobby at 8 a.m. or 
join Teresa at 9:15 in the 
prayer room to pray for 
our church, nation and 
those who need healing, 
salvation or deliverance.  
• Sunday, Sept. 3 - 9 a.m. 
Van runs in the 5 Points 
Area. Call 256-841-2060 
for pickup. Breakfast 
at 9:30 a.m. Bible study 
classes for children, 
youth and adults at 10.  
Praise & Worship and 
message by Pastor Bobby 
Dodd and communion at 
11. 

Alcoholics Anonymous
Sundays, 3 p.m. at Cull-
man First Church of the 
Nazarene, 5415 Alabama 
Highway 157. CLOSED 
literature study. Handi-
cap accessible.

TOPS (Take off Pounds 
Sensibly) Meetings
Fridays, 9:30-11 a.m., 
at Cullman Housing 
Authority Communi-
ty Center (1545 Vine 
Circle SW, Cullman, AL 
35055). The first meeting 
is free. TOPS, a national 
program, is a hands-on/
pounds-off approach to 
weight loss and manage-
ment through weekly 
meetings providing infor-
mation, accountability, 
support and encourage-
ment where you make the 
changes that make sense 
to you.

Cullman NAR-ANON 
Group Meetings
The NAR-ANON family 
group meetings are a 
worldwide fellowship for 
those affected by some-
one else’s addiction. We 
offer Help by sharing our 
experiences, strength 
and hope. We carry the 
message of hope by let-
ting others know that 
they are not alone by 
practicing the 12 Steps of 
NAR-ANON and chang-
ing our own attitudes. 
We Respect Your Ano-
nymity. Our program is 
not a religious one, but 
a spiritual way of life. 
Meetings will be held 
at The Ruehl Building 
(Family Life Center of St. 
John’s Church) Tuesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. Con-
tact Jamie Weathersby 
Smith 256-708-7122 or 
Don or Nancy McKenzie 
256-736-3327 or 256-
736-3470 for more infor-
mation. 

Cullman Serenity 
AlAnon Meetings 
The Cullman Serenity 
AlAnon group meets 
each Monday at noon 
at 1519 St. Joseph Dr. 
NE. There is also a zoom 
meeting each Tuesday at 
noon. The AlAnon family 
groups are a fellowship of 
friends and family whose 
lives have been affected 
by alcoholism. For more 
information, call 256-
708-6645, 850-323-0490 
or 256-734-2231. 

Master's Hand Food 
Pantry at The Link
• 708 Ninth St. SE, Cull-
man, AL 35055
• Tuesday and Thursday 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
• Closed for lunch noon-1 
p.m.	

Cullman County Cat-
tlemen’s, Cattlewom-
en’s Association Ribeye 
Steak Sandwich Sale
Friday, Sept. 1, from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. and Saturday, 
Sept. 2, from 10 a.m.-2 
p.m. in south Cullman 
in the theater parking 
lot near Walmart. Steaks 
are charcoal grilled using 
Kingsford charcoal. 
Sandwiches are $10 dona-
tion. Add chips and drink 
$1 each. Employers are 

invited and encouraged 
to treat their employees 
to a great sandwich. Call 
Edwin Calvert at 256-
595-7608 or Jesse Crum-
bly at 256-709-5077. 
Contact number in the 
parking lot is 256-595-
7608. We accept credit/
debit cards and will have 
a drive-thru. 

Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, Sept. 2, at 6:30 
a.m. at the Baileyton Ma-
sonic Lodge. Donations 
only, which will be used 
to benefit local charities.

Sweet Tater Festival
Sunday and Monday, 
Sept. 3-4, from 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. at Smith Lake Park. 
This is the perfect expe-
rience to expand your 
tater-tastin’ palate. Arts 
and crafts vendors, live 
music, car show and a va-
riety of sweet tater treats 
round out the two-day 
experience.

Fairview Lions Club 
Car, Truck, Motorcycle 
Show and Parade
Monday, Labor Day, Sept. 
4, from 8 a.m.-2 p.m. at 
Randall Shedd Communi-
ty Park on Wesley Avenue 
in Fairview. Lineup for 
the parade starts at 10 at 
Clinton Barbee Field (old 
pool field). The parade 
will start at 11. Anyone 
wanting to be in the 
parade is welcome, just 
be there at 10. Registra-
tion for the car show will 
start at 8, is $20 a vehicle 
and awards will be given 
out at 1. We encourage 
vendors to come and join 
us. Booths are on a first 
come, first served basis 
for $10. Food vendors are 
welcome this year at $50 
a spot. We will have activ-
ities and a bouncy house 
for the kids. The Cullman 
Police Department will 
be there with its helicop-
ter. All proceeds will go to 
the Fairview Lions Club 
project fund. Please ev-
eryone plan to come and 
join us! Thank you for all 
your support. For more 
info call Kita at 256-385-
8805.

7th Annual Bernard 
Blues and BBQ
Saturday and Sunday, 
Sept. 9-10, at St. Bernard. 
Featuring pottery, quilts, 
brooms, leather art, cy-
press furniture, paint-
ings, jewelry, plants and 
more. Visit Ave Maria 
Grotto for a reduced price 
admission of only $5.  Ad-
mission donation to the 
festival is $10  per person; 
children 5 and younger 
free.  Proceeds benefit 
St. Bernard Prep School. 
Rain or shine 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. each day. Visit www.
stbernardprep.com for 
more information.  

Holly Pond Homemak-
ers Club 
Tuesday, Sept. 12, at 1 
p.m. in The Event Center. 
Hostesses will be Amelia 
Wisener and Carol Hol-
lander. Please come and 
bring a friend and the 
book you're reading. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Church Oktoberfest 
German Dinner 
Wednesday, Sept.27, from 
4-7 p.m. $15 per plate. 
Menu includes grilled 
bratwurst from Brick-
yard Meats, sauerkraut, 
German potato salad, 
green beans, apple sauce 
and dessert. Drinks dine-
in only. EAT-IN from 5-7 
p.m. in the Family Life 
Center; DRIVE-THRU 
4-6 p.m. (follow signs off 
Second Street Southeast). 
Tickets at event - cash or 
check only. Sponsored by 
Altar Society. Funds go 
to support the organiza-
tion's church work. 

Oktoberfest
Thursday- Saturday Sept. 
28-30, in downtown Cull-
man. Oktoberfest is a 
three-day celebration of 
all things German with 

a quaint Southern spin. 
Complete with authentic 
German food and Bier-
garten, stein hoisting, 5K, 
pageant and even wiener 
dog races, there’s some-
thing for every age.

Monster Truck Wars
Saturday, Sept. 30, 1 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. at the Cull-
man County Agricultur-
al Trade Center. You’d 
be hard-pressed to find 
something more enter-
taining and classically 
rowdy than monster 
trucks. Featuring well-
known trucks Outlaw, 
Equalizer, Shark Attack 
and Sheriff, it’ll be pedal-
to-the-metal action.

Cullman County Bosom 
Buddies Foundation 
Little Pink Dress Ben-
efit
Tuesday, Oct. 3, from 6-9 
p.m. at Loft 212. Doors 
will open at 5:30. Guests 
are encouraged to dress 
in pink for the event! The 
Alabama Cattleman’s As-
sociation will be grilling 
steaks on-site, supplied 
by The Butcher, and there 
will be live and silent 
auctions and live enter-
tainment. Tickets are on 
sale now for $60 per indi-
vidual or $400 for a table 
seating eight. To pur-
chase tickets, visit www.
cullmanbosombuddies.
com/ little-pink-dress. 
Tickets are also available 
from Stefani Nelson at 
256-708-3191 or snel-
son@alfains.com and 
Judy Grissom at Options 
at 256-347-5993 or op-
tions5993@gmail.com. 

Cullman County Fair
Oct. 5-14, at the Cullman 
County Fairgrounds. The 
county fair is a classic 
rural sight to see, with ex-
hibitions, livestock show-
ings, pageants, classic 
carnie food and rides for 
even the most seasoned 
thrill seeker. People from 
all around have been 
coming to this fair since 
1954, come see why for 
yourself!

Smith Lake Bass Fest
Saturday, Oct. 7, at  Smith 
Lake Park. Fishing afi-
cionados from all across 
the Southeast will gather 
at Smith Lake Park for 
a chance to win brag-
ging rights. Oh, and that 
$15,000 guaranteed first-
prize winnings won’t be 
too shabby, either. Do you 
have what it takes to be 
the big fish in the pond?

Peinhardt Living His-
tory Farm Day
Saturday, Oct. 14, from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. and Sunday 
Oct. 15, from 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. at  Peinhardt Living 
History Farm. Come ex-
perience the history and 
learn how some of the 
first settlers of Cullman 
made this land home. 
With a petting zoo, an-
tique tractor show, mule 
and wagon rides and 
demonstrations of all 
kinds, it’s a must-visit for 
any history buff.

7th Annual Caring for 
Cullman Concert
Wednesday, Oct. 18, at 
6 p.m. at Northbrook 
Baptist Church. The 
award-winning Tri-
umphant Quartet will 
be belting to the pines 
of Northbrook Baptist 
Church at Good Samari-
tan Health Clinic’s annual 
concert fundraiser. For 
those fans of clean Chris-
tian vocals that stand 
alone, you’re sure to be 
pleased.

‘Planted’: The Link of 
Cullman County’s 2nd 
Annual Gala
Thursday, Nov. 2, at 6 
p.m. at The Venue at 
Cotton Creek. Tickets go 
on sale Friday, Aug. 11. 
For more information or 
to inquire about a spon-
sorship, contact Tiffany 
Wright at tiffanywright@
linkingcullman.com.

EARL’S BODY 
SHOP 

2251 Decatur Ave., N.W. 
734-2406 

THE BARN 
Portable Storage Buildings 

Hanceville, AL 
352-2737 

Left to right are: Sen. Garlan Gudger, R-Cullman; Robert Harbison of the Cullman County 
Soil and Water Conservation District; Renona Seibert of Alabama’s Mountains, Rivers & 
Valleys RC&D Council; Melissa Betts of The Link of Cullman County; Courtney Ricketts 
of The Link of Cullman County; Julie Hall of The Link of Cullman County; Eddie Wilson of 
The Foundry Farm; Lisa Merritt of Cullman County Economic Development; Cherrie Haney 
of Alabama’s Mountains, Rivers & Valleys RC&D Council; Rachel Dawsey of the North 
Alabama Agriplex; and Mike Roden of the North Alabama Agriplex Foundation Board.
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HOLLY POND, Ala. — The 
Holly Pond Lady Bronco 
are coming off another solid 
season on the diamond as 
they finished runners-up 
in the area tournament and 
qualified for Regionals. One 
of this year’s seniors, Molly 
Neal recapped that season 
and talked about what she 
learned playing alongside 
some great teammates.
	 "I feel like we played 
really well last season. I think 
that overall, there were some 
games that we lost that we 
could've played better over-
all, but there were also some 
games that we lost that we 
gave our all. I'm proud of what 
we accomplished throughout 
our season. I learned that 
even when you give it your 
all, there's always more that 
you can give, whether it's 
effort or encouragement. 
My teammate, Madyson 
Rickman (MJ), taught me 
that you can't be afraid to 
step up when a teammate is 
struggling. This past year, I 
learned what it takes to be 
a leader. It's not just letting 
your team know where the 
play is or how many outs 
there are; it's when someone 
is down on themselves. You 
are there to pick them up or 
you stay after practice to help 
them with whatever they are 
struggling with."
	 She added, "My former 
teammate MJ and I formed 
a strong friendship over the 
past few years and to play 
alongside my best friend 
her last year was something 
I'll never forget. We always 
pushed each other to go 
harder or further than the 
last throw or swing and to 
keep our heads up through-
out the tough losses.
	 "Bai Widner was always 
the first person to pick you 
up after an error or a bad 
at-bat and was definitely 
everyone's biggest fan. She 
picked me up many times 
after a bad at-bat and was 
the first person to high-five 
me after a good play. She is 
a good player and an even 
better teammate. Maggie 
Nail is a player that I've 
watched, over the years, grow 
into an incredible ball player. 

As a freshman, she helped 
lead our team to some of the 
biggest wins over the season. 
She brings a lot of competi-
tion in not only games, but 
in practice as well. I love the 
competitiveness and heart 
that she brings onto the field. 
Seeing her accomplishments 
over the year only makes me 
proud to be her teammate 
and I can't wait to see her go 
to the next level one day."
	 Neal has learned a ton 
from some amazing coaches 
during her softball career.
	 "I've played for a handful 
of coaches and my first one, 
Jason Widner, is the one 
that helped me find my love 
and passion for the game. He 
has coached me every year 
for school and has always 
pushed me. He has believed 
in me, even when I didn't 
believe in myself. He has 
taught me to always have fun, 
even when the game is tough. 
My old travel coach, Mary 
Grimes, taught me every-
thing I know and helped de-
velop me into the player that 
I am today. She taught me 
that even when it's hard, you 
have to keep pushing. She 
told me something once that 
has stuck with me through 
the years and it's, 'It's when 
you're tired and feel as if you 
can't keep going, is when 
you have to push the hard-
est/focus in, because those 
reps will make you a better 
player."
	 She added, "Every time 
I'm tired, I think of that, 
and it drives me to go even 
harder, although it took my 
recent travel coaches to 
teach me that you have to 
be patient and trust in God's 
plan.
	 "Coach Paul and coach 
Shane have both taught me 
that you can play your very 
best and still have fun, that's 
it okay to make mistakes, 
and to make a mental note 
to work on after the game. I 
became a better player once 
I accepted that mistakes will 
be made and just making that 
little mental note to work on 
helped me so much."
	 She has seen her game 
improve so much over the 
years, but will still continue 
to put in the work in the off-
season as she gets ready for 
this upcoming season.

	 "I have improved a lot 
over the years. Each coach 
has helped bring me to a 
higher level and understand-
ing of the game.
	 "My trainer Jim Goble 
and I have worked together 
for the past three years and 
not too long ago, we were 
looking back at videos from 
where I first started. They 
were really bad is what he 
said, but it's all the hours 
that I have put in at the cages 
or in my backyard that has 
really helped me. I've always 
seen room for improvement. 
Even now as a senior, I still 
go to the cages every week to 
work with coach Jim. I play 
travel ball year-round, so 
I'm always trying to take my 
game even higher," she said. 
	 "Everything can use some 
improvement. I think that 
there are some things that I 
do well than others, but I will 
continue to work on every-
thing."
	 She soaked up as much 

as she could from last year's 
seniors and talked about the 
goals for 2024.
	 "They taught me that 
there are different types of 
leaders and that this game is 
not forever. Some players are 
blessed to be able to play in 
college, but even then, it all 
comes to an end, so enjoy it 
while it lasts.
	 "Soak in every moment, 
whether it's practice or a 
game, because you never 
know when it will be the last 
and to take it one step and 
one pitch at a time. Softball 
is a fast-paced game, so you 
have to stay level-headed and 
not get overwhelmed by the 
little things," she said. 
	 "My individual goals are 
to make the All-County and 
All-Area teams, as well as 
step into the leader role that 
my coaches are expecting 
from me since the loss of our 
recent seniors.
	 "My team goals are to win 
county this year. West Point 

has won the past few years 
and it's time for someone 
new to win the title."
	 She added, "Another team 
goal is to play hard every 
game and pick each other up 
on the hard ones. This year, 
we lost a lot of players, and 
we will have a harder sched-
ule, but I believe that we have 
a good, hard-working ball 
team that can go as far as we 
put our mind to."
	 Neal hopes that this 
season will be another spe-
cial one for the Lady Broncos 
and she talked about her role 
models growing up.
	 "What will make us spe-
cial to watch is our heart and 
grit. We have been in games 
when we were down by five 
or six runs, and we came back 
to win the game. Everybody 
wears their heart on their 
sleeves and truly shows their 
compassion for the game 
while they play.
	 "We have a lot of talent 
on our team, and the way we 

all come together as a family 
to encourage each other is 
incredible. I am very blessed 
to be a part of this team," she 
said. "Hailey McCleney was 
one of my biggest role models 
growing up. Watching her 
play at Alabama inspired me 
to one day play at the college 
level. The way she puts her 
all into every play and hypes 
her teammates up when they 
are feeling down encourages 
me to be that person for my 
teammates."
	 She talked about the best 
advice that someone ever 
gave her.
	 "Steve Johnson, an early 
influence in my life, told me 
that hard work beats talent 
when talent doesn't work 
hard. You have to continue to 
challenge yourself to be able 
to grow as not only a player, 
but a person too. Without 
the challenge, you will never 
reach your full potential. He 
taught me self-accountabili-
ty and to trust the process."

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

Holly Pond's Molly Neal
MARTHA NEEDHAM/THE CULLMAN TRIBUNE

PREP SOFTBALL

'Trust the process': Holly Pond's 
Molly Neal recaps junior season

HOLLY POND, Ala. — The 
Holly Pond Lady Broncos 
hosted Good Hope and Cold 
Springs for a tri-match 
Monday night and the Lady 
Raiders came away with a 
sweep of both teams. The 
Lady Broncos were also able 
to earn a sweep over the Lady 
Eagles.

Holly Pond 3 – Cold 
Springs 0 (First Match)
Emma Earl (ace and kill) and 
Darla Fredrick (kill) helped 
Holly Pond jump out to a 
quick 7-0 lead in the first set. 
They would later push their 
lead to 12-2, but a point and 
a kill by Ciara Calvert cut 
the Holly Pond lead to 13-5. 
Aces by Kamryn Tankersley, 
Ellie Burks, and Madi Brown 
pushed the Lady Bronco lead 
to 20-7. The Lady Eagles 
cut it to 23-13 on a kill by 
Malaya Taylor, but Burks got 
the game-winning point for 
Holly Pond as they took the 
first set 25-13.
	 The second set saw Cold 
Springs take an early 2-0 
lead behind an ace by Mary 
Warden, but Holly Pond 
quickly took command after 
that as they scored six of the 
next seven points to take a 
6-3 lead. Earl collected a pair 
of aces and a point to help the 
Lady Broncos increase their 
lead to 11-3. They made it 

18-4 on a Kaylee Rohrscheib 
ace, and Holly Pond went on 
to take the second set 25-10.
	 Holly Pond jumped out 
to another quick lead in the 
third set. Behind a kill by 
Tankersley and a Friedrick 
ace, the Lady Broncos got out 
to a quick 8-1 lead. A Burks 
kill made it 12-3, but the 
Lady Eagles scored the next 
three points to trim the defi-
cit to six at 12-6. An ace by 
Tankersley pushed the Holly 
Pond lead to 17-6, but later 
on, Cold Springs cut it to 
18-10 on a Kaley Barger ace. 
The Lady Eagles later made 
it 22-14 on a point by Taylor 
and an Ellanora Slusser kill 
and later trimmed it to 24-17, 
but Tankersley delivered 
the game-winning point for 
the Lady Broncos as they 
finished off the sweep of the 
Lady Eagles 25-17.

Good Hope 2 – Cold 
Springs 0 (Second Match)
It was back-and-forth early 
on in the first set between 
Cold Springs and Good 
Hope. The Lady Eagles held 
a slim 4-3 lead, but a point 
by Ivey Maddox and a point 
by Cameron Koch gave the 
Lady Raiders a 6-4 lead. 
Later on, Cold Springs reeled 
off four straight points to 
take a 10-8 lead, but Good 
Hope went on a huge run to 
get the lead right back. Four 
aces by Charly Johnson, a 
pair of points by Maddox, 

and a kill by Carley Adams 
gave the Lady Raiders a 19-11 
lead. Later on, though, a kill 
by Calvert cut it to 19-14, but 
Cold Springs wouldn’t get 
any closer after that as Good 
Hope would go on to take the 
first set 25-19.
	 The second set saw Good 
Hope get off to a very fast 
start as Maddox collected 
four kills and Emma Bailey 
added an ace to give the Lady 
Raiders a 10-0 lead.
	 They later pushed it to 
16-1, but the Lady Eagles 
looked to make a little run 
to get back in the game. They 
cut it to 16-5, and later on, to 
18-9, but Good Hope didn’t 
let them get any closer after 
that as a pair of points by 
Johnson and a pair of Koch 
aces helped them finish off 
the sweep of Cold Springs 
25-12.

Good Hope 2 – Holly Pond 
0 (Third Match)
The first set of the Holly 
Pond-Good Hope game was 
tight for most of the contest. 
The Lady Raiders jumped 
out to a quick 3-0 lead behind 
a pair of Maddox kills, and 
later pushed it to 8-4. Holly 
Pond later trimmed it to 11-9 
on a Maycie Black kill, and 
later on, a Tankersley kill 
made it a 14-13 game. A point 
by Jolee McHan pushed the 
Lady Raider lead to 19-15, and 
they later made it 22-16. The 
Lady Broncos, though, made 

things a little interesting at 
the end as Tankersley deliv-
ered a kill to make it 22-17, 
then later on, a point by Ava 
Thomas cut it to 22-20. They 
cut it to one after that, but 
Good Hope was able to hold 
them off at the end as they 
scored the final three points, 
including the game-winning 
kill by Maddox, to take the 
first set 25-21.
	 The second set was a 
carbon copy of the first one as 
it went back-and-forth early 
on. Good Hope held a 5-2 
lead after a Maddox kill, but 
the Lady Broncos scored the 
next six points of the set, in-
cluding a kill by Blakely Bag-
gett, an ace by Tankersley, 
and a point by Black, to take 
an 8-5 lead. A point by Bag-
gett and a Black ace helped 
the Lady Broncos push their 
lead to 13-8 and later made 
it 15-9. Back-to-back aces 
by Johnson helped the Lady 
Raiders cut it to 15-12.
	 Holly Pond held a slim 
18-15 lead, but a Molly Bene-
field kill, a Maddox ace, and 
a McHan kill, tied things 
up at 18. The Lady Broncos 
got the lead right back and 
later pushed it to 24-20 as 
they looked to force a third 
set, but Good Hope had 
other plans, though, as they 
scored the final six points of 
the game, including a pair of 
kills by Maddox, and one by 
Johnson, to sweep the Lady 
Broncos 26-24.

Sammy Confer
sammy@cullmantribune.com

PREP VOLLEYBALL

Good Hope sweeps tri-match at Holly Pond

Commission (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Commission 
at a special-called meeting 
Tuesday, Aug. 30, recognized 
Commissioners Kelly Duke 
and Corey Freeman. The men 
were recognized last week 
at the Association of County 
Commissions of Alabama 
Annual Conference for com-
pleting the County Commis-
sioner training conducted by 
the Alabama Local Govern-
ment Training Institute.
	 Two longtime employees 
are retiring. The commission 
accepted the resignations of 
Sharon Townson, who will 
be retiring from her posi-
tion as director of the Cull-
man County Public Library 
System after 27 years, and 
Chris King following 25 years 
of service with the Sales Tax 
Department.

The following agenda 
items were approved:

•	 Recognition: Chris King 
retiring after 25 years of ser-
vice with the Sales Tax De-
partment

•	 Recognition: Sharon 
Townson retiring after 27 
years of service with the Li-
brary

•	 Recognition: Commis-
sioner Duke for completing 
Alabama Local Government 
Training Institute

•	 Recognition: Commis-
sioner Freeman for complet-
ing Alabama Local Govern-
ment Training Institute

•	 Resolution 2023-37: FY 
2024 FAA AIP Pre-Applica-
tion for the Cullman Regional 
Airport

•	 Resolution 2023-38: 
Approving a warrant pur-
chase agreement by Cullman 
County, Alabama, and Piper 
Sandler & Co.

•	 Authorize Chairman to 
sign Alabama Department of 
Youth Services Long Term 
Detention Subsidy Contract 
for the period of October 1, 
2023, through September 30, 
2024

•	 Authorize Chairman to 
sign the Inmate Communi-
cations System agreement 
with Combined Public Com-
munications, LLC and Cy-
berPath Services, LLC for the 
Cullman County Detention 
Center

•	 Ratify commissary agree-
ment with Legacy Commis-
sary Services for the Cullman 
County Sheriff's Office

•	 Consider the renewal 
of employee/retiree health 
insurance enrollment agree-
ment with Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Alabama. Renewal 
to be effective 10/1/2023. 
Cullman County maintains 
a self-insured policy that is 
administered by Blue Cross.

•	 Consider changing stop-
loss insurance carrier to 
Lloyd's of London to be effec-
tive 10/1/2023. 2% reduction 
in annual costs for FY 2024 
and authorize Chairman to 
sign all related paperwork

•	 Consider the renewal of 
Life, Short-Term Disability, 
Long-Term Disability, and 
Critical Illness insurance 
with Mutual of Omaha. Re-
newal effective 1/1/2024. No 
change in rates for FY 2024 
and authorize Chairman to 
sign all related paperwork

•	 Consider the renewal of 
air ambulance service with 
AirMedCare and authorize 
Chairman to sign all related 
paperwork. Covers all active 
Cullman County employ-
ees eligible for employee 
benefits. Renewal effective 
10/1/2023. No change in rates 
for FY 2024

•	 Consider adding annual 
CPI increase to all sanitation 
rates

•	 Consider a one-time dis-
tribution in the amount of 
$5,000 to Restoring Women's 
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT

201 2nd Avenue NE 256.775.7203
Cullman, Alabama 35055 www.CullmanAl.gov
__________________________________________________________________________________________

City of Cullman 
Planning Commission 

On Tuesday September 5, 2023, at Cullman City Hall Auditorium at 5:30 P.M, at the 
regular meeting of the City of Cullman Planning Commission, a public hearing will be held to 
allow affected parties to voice their concerns related to the following items:

1. Conditional use request at 600 6th Avenue SW for a childcare center 

For further information contact Brian Landreth or Amber Duke at the City of Cullman Building 
Department at 256-775-7203.
 

  
MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 

Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage executed 
on June 29, 2009 by Bonnie J. Mathews & husband Phil E. 
Mathews, to EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book 
MTG 1603, Page 500 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, 
Alabama, and default continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale 
contained in said mortgage, the following described property will 
be sold at public outcry, for cash, to the highest bidder, in front of 
the Courthouse door of said County, in Cullman, Alabama, during 
the legal hours of sale on September 8, 2023: 
 
Lot No. 29 in Golf Road Acres Subdivision, First addition, recorded 
in Plat Book 6, Page 115 (slide a336) in the Office of the Judge of 
Probate of Cullman County, Alabama. 
 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt and 
cost of foreclosure. 
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Thomas W. Russell 
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2915 Clairmont Ave. S 
Birmingham, Alabama  35205 
The Cullman Tribune-August 17, 24, 31, 2023 

DOCUMENT 37

Commission (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — The Cull-
man County Commission 
at a special-called meeting 
Tuesday, Aug. 30, recognized 
Commissioners Kelly Duke 
and Corey Freeman. The men 
were recognized last week 
at the Association of County 
Commissions of Alabama 
Annual Conference for com-
pleting the County Commis-
sioner training conducted by 
the Alabama Local Govern-
ment Training Institute.
	 Two longtime employees 
are retiring. The commission 
accepted the resignations of 
Sharon Townson, who will 
be retiring from her posi-
tion as director of the Cull-
man County Public Library 
System after 27 years, and 
Chris King following 25 years 
of service with the Sales Tax 
Department.

The following agenda 
items were approved:

•	 Recognition: Chris King 
retiring after 25 years of ser-
vice with the Sales Tax De-
partment

•	 Recognition: Sharon 
Townson retiring after 27 
years of service with the Li-
brary

•	 Recognition: Commis-
sioner Duke for completing 
Alabama Local Government 
Training Institute

•	 Recognition: Commis-
sioner Freeman for complet-
ing Alabama Local Govern-
ment Training Institute

•	 Resolution 2023-37: FY 
2024 FAA AIP Pre-Applica-
tion for the Cullman Regional 
Airport

•	 Resolution 2023-38: 
Approving a warrant pur-
chase agreement by Cullman 
County, Alabama, and Piper 
Sandler & Co.

•	 Authorize Chairman to 
sign Alabama Department of 
Youth Services Long Term 
Detention Subsidy Contract 
for the period of October 1, 
2023, through September 30, 
2024

•	 Authorize Chairman to 
sign the Inmate Communi-
cations System agreement 
with Combined Public Com-
munications, LLC and Cy-
berPath Services, LLC for the 
Cullman County Detention 
Center

•	 Ratify commissary agree-
ment with Legacy Commis-
sary Services for the Cullman 
County Sheriff's Office

•	 Consider the renewal 
of employee/retiree health 
insurance enrollment agree-
ment with Blue Cross Blue 
Shield of Alabama. Renewal 
to be effective 10/1/2023. 
Cullman County maintains 
a self-insured policy that is 
administered by Blue Cross.

•	 Consider changing stop-
loss insurance carrier to 
Lloyd's of London to be effec-
tive 10/1/2023. 2% reduction 
in annual costs for FY 2024 
and authorize Chairman to 
sign all related paperwork

•	 Consider the renewal of 
Life, Short-Term Disability, 
Long-Term Disability, and 
Critical Illness insurance 
with Mutual of Omaha. Re-
newal effective 1/1/2024. No 
change in rates for FY 2024 
and authorize Chairman to 
sign all related paperwork

•	 Consider the renewal of 
air ambulance service with 
AirMedCare and authorize 
Chairman to sign all related 
paperwork. Covers all active 
Cullman County employ-
ees eligible for employee 
benefits. Renewal effective 
10/1/2023. No change in rates 
for FY 2024

•	 Consider adding annual 
CPI increase to all sanitation 
rates

•	 Consider a one-time dis-
tribution in the amount of 
$5,000 to Restoring Women's 

Outreach from the Opioid 
Settlement Fund

•	 Consider quote from 
Haley Company, LLC for 
Victim Services Flooring In-
stallation in the amount of 
$46,819

•	 Consider quote from 
Bryant Enterprises for the 
Board of Education building 
for window improvements in 
the amount of $16,200

•	 Consider the pur-
chase of a Takeuchi TB240, 
off state bid (contract# 
MA230000004123) for the 
Water Department in the 
amount of $58,668.66 and 
authorize Chairman to sign 
all related paperwork

•	 Consider the purchase 
of two Isuzu Tomcat 10-yard 
Curbtender Manual Side 
Loader, off Sourcewell bid 
(contract# 060920-NAF) for 
the Sanitation Department in 
the amount of $339,742 and 
authorize Chairman to sign 
all related paperwork

•	 Consider Chairman 
Clemon's nominee, Barry 
Slatton, for reappointment to 
the E-911 Board for a four (4) 
year term to expire 9/1/27

•	 Consider Commissioner 
Marchman's nominee, De-
wayne Goodwin, for reap-
pointment to the E-911 Board 
for a four (4) year term to 
expire 9/1/27

•	 Consider Chairman 
Clemon's nominee, Brittney 
Heron, for appointment to 
the Cullman County Tourism 
Bureau

•	 Consider a request from 
New Ground Fellowship to 
hold a Prayer Event in the 
south parking lot on Satur-
day, October 215\ from 3:00 
p.m.-10:00 p.m.

•	 Consider authorization 
for Cullman Caring for Kids 
to use the Board of Education 
parking lot to host a car show 
on November 11, 2023, from 
7:00 am-3:00pm

•	 Consider authorization 
for Premier Volleyball Travel 
Team to use the south parking 
lot at the Courthouse to host 
Swamp John's on Novem-
ber 1, 2023, from 11:00am-
3:00pm and on December 1, 
2023, from 3:00pm-6:30pm

•	 Proposed plat Serenity 
Pointe Cabins Phase 2 / Lots 
3 through 9. A major subdivi-
sion containing 7 Lots locat-
ed off County Road 338

•	 Proposed Bond release 
for Pointe Sixteen subdivi-
sion. All Construction has 
been completed and passed 
final inspection

•	 Award Bid# 1439: Ther-
mal Imaging to W.S. Darley & 
Co.

•	 Award Bid# 1440: Sector 
Scan Sonar to CA Richards & 
Associates, Inc.

•	 Award Bid # 1442: Spot 
repair to County Roads to 
Careel & G Construction, 
LLC

•	 Award Bid# 1443: for jail 
supplies and chemicals to 
North Alabama Chemical, 
Central Paper for the laundry 
and kitchen chemicals, and to 
Apeiro Solutions for the Fog-
ging Machine Chemicals

•	 Award Bid# 1444: Service 
of the Sheriff's Office and 
other various County Vehi-
cles to Berea Inc; DBA Havo-
line Express Lube

•	 Award Bid# 1445: Pest 
Control to Cook's Pest Con-
trol

•	 Request from Attorney 
for Executive Session Under 
Section 7 of Act No. 2005-40

Tiffany McKoy
tsmckoy@cullmantribune.com
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256-352-2221
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW

COMPETITIVE 
PAY AND 
BENEFITS

+

SFTWI
PLEASE APPLY AT COLLEGE TIRE

NOW HIRING CLASS 
A CDL DRIVERS

Cullman Stock Yard, Inc. 
75 County Road 1339 

Cullman, AL 35058 
(256) 734-4531 

www.cullmanstockyard.com 
 

Hoagy and Callahan Parrish 
 

Cattle Sale – Tuesday - 8:30 a.m. 

REGULAR and BIG & TALL SIZES

MR.HICKS
Mens Wear

256-739-1007
www.suitsformen.com

217 Compass Way SW, Cullman AL 35055
MEN'S SUITS – SPORT COATS – PANTS – SHIRTS
FORMAL WEAR FOR PROMS & WEDDINGS

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage 
executed on April 15, 2010 by Kelly L. Steele, unmarried, to 
EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 1623, 
Page 447 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and 
default continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale contained in 
said mortgage, the following described property will be sold at 
public outcry, for cash, to the highest bidder, in front of the 
Courthouse door of said County, in Cullman, Alabama, during the 
legal hours of sale on September 22, 2023: 
 
A tract or parcel of land containing 3.01 acres of land, more or less, 
and being part of the NE ¼, of the SE ¼ of Section 23, Township 9 
South, Rage 4 West, Cullman County, Alabama, and being mort  
particularly described as follows: Commence at a found rock 
marking the accepted Southwest comer of said quarter-quarter and 
run N 00 degrees 32 minutes 40 seconds W and run along the 
accepted West line a distance of 647.43 feet to a found capped rebar; 
thence run N 86 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds E a distance of 
558.33 feet to a found rebar marking the point of beginning thence 
continue N 86 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds E a distance of 209.91 
feet to a found rebar; thence N 85 degrees 11 minutes 48 seconds E 
a distance of 574.47 feet to a set rebar on the East line of said 
quarter-quarter; thence N 00 degrees 02 minutes 12 seconds E and 
run along said East line a distance of 173.81 feet to a set rebar; 
thence S 73 degrees 09 minutes 10 seconds W a distance of 183.37 
feet to a set rebar; thence S 83 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds W a 
distance of 66.04 feet to a set rebar; thence N 88 degrees 57 minutes 
39 seconds W a distance of 72.52 feet to a set rebar; thence N 84 
degrees 22 minutes 00 seconds W a distance of 271.80 feet to a set 
rebar; thence N 87 degrees 30 minutes 53 seconds W a distance of 
209.43 feet to a set rebar; thence S 03 degrees 08 minutes 38 
seconds E a distance of 206.51 feet to the point of beginning. Less 
and except all that part of the above described property that is within 
the right-of-way of Cullman County Road No. 1194. Subject to any 
right-of-way and/or easements of record. 
 
Together with a permanent, non-exclusive easement for unlimited 
and full access, ingress and egress, Said easement runs along and 
existing gravel road and is described as follows: A tract or parcel of 
land containing 0.45 acres of land, more or less, and being a part of 
the NE ¼, of the SE ¼ of Section 23, Township 9 South, Range 4 
West, Cullman County, Alabama and being more particularly 
described as follows: Commence at a found rock marking the 
accepted Southwest corner of the said quarter-quarter and run N 00 
degrees 32 minutes 40 seconds W and run along the accepted West 
line a distance of 647.43 feet to a found capped rebar; thence run N 
86 degrees 58 minutes 00 seconds E a distance of 558.33 to a found 
rebar marking the point of beginning, thence continue N 86 degrees 
58 minutes 00 seconds E a distance of 209.31 feet to a found rebar; 
thence N 85 degrees 11 minutes 48 seconds E a distance of 574.47 
feet to a set rebar on the East line of Said quarter-quarter; thence N 
00 degrees 02 minutes 12 seconds E and run along said East line a 
distance of 173.81 feet to a set rebar marking the point of beginning; 
thence S 73 degrees 09 minutes 19 seconds W a distance of 183.37 
feet to a set rebar; thence S 83 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds W a 
distance of 66.04 feet to a set rebar; thence N 88 degrees 57 minutes 
39 seconds W a distance of 72.52 feet to a set rebar; thence N 84 
degrees 22 minutes 00 seconds W a distance of 271.80 feet to a set 
rebar; thence N 88 degrees 53 seconds W a distance of 209.43 feet 
to a set rebar; thence N 03 degrees 08 minutes 38 seconds W a 
distance of 20.07 feet to a found rebar; thence S 88 degrees 30 
minutes 53 seconds E a distance of 211.05 feet to a found rebar in 
the center of a ditch; thence run in an easterly direction following 
the center of said ditch the following 5 courses: S 88 degrees 56 
minutes 30 seconds E 118.93 feet; S 81 degrees 16 minutes 58 
seconds E 162.64 feet; S 88 degrees 57 minutes 39 seconds E 61.91 
feet; N 83 degrees 45 minutes 31 seconds E 62.53 feet; N 70 degrees 
59 minutes 16 seconds E 91.91 feet; N 66 degrees 51 minutes 41 
seconds E 101.17 feet to a set rebar on the East line of said quarter-
quarter; thence S 00 degrees 02 minutes 12 seconds W a distance of 
36.19 feet to the point of beginning. Subject to any rights- of-way 
and/or easements of records. lt is agreed and understood that the 
Grantees shall have the right to use the easement granted and 
conveyed hereby for roadway purposes, for utility lines and 
unlimited and full access, and for ingress and egress purposes. This 
easement shall constitute a covenant running with the land and shall 
insure to the benefit of the Grantees, their heirs, successors and 
assigns, as well as the tenants, servants, visitors, licensees, invitees 
and guests of the Grantees, their heirs, successors and assigns. 
 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt and 
cost of foreclosure. 
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Thomas W. Russell 
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2915 Clairmont Ave. S 
Birmingham, Alabama  35205 
The Cullman Tribune-August 31, 7, 14, 2023 
 
  
 
 
 
 

MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE NOTICE 
 
 Default having been made in the terms of that mortgage 
executed on July 31, 2007 by Christopher Peed, a single man, to 
EvaBank, which said mortgage is recorded in Book MTG 1533, 
Page 207 in the  Probate Office of  Cullman County, Alabama, and 
default continuing, and by virtue of the power of sale contained in 
said mortgage, the following described property will be sold at 
public outcry, for cash, to the highest bidder, in front of the 
Courthouse door of said County, in Cullman, Alabama, during the 
legal hours of sale on September 22, 2023: 
 
Parcel 1 (31-09-30-0-000-004.000 and -004.001): 
All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of 
Section 30, Township 13, Range 4 West, lying and being South of 
public road running East and West across said forty and being 20 
acres, more or less. 
 
Less and Except: A parcel of land in the Southwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 30, Township 13, Range 4 West, and 
being more particularly described as follows: Commence at a point 
where the South line of a county road intersects the West line of said 
forty; thence South along the West line to the Southwest corner of 
said forty; thence East along the South line 150 feet, more or less, 
to a stake; thence Northwesterly 539 feet, more or less, to a stake on 
the South right of way of said County Road being a point 85 feet 
from the point of beginning; thence Westerly along the South right 
of way of said road 85 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning 
an containing 1.45 acres, more or less. 
 
Also Less and Except: A part of the Southwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 30, Township 13 South, Range 4 
West, more particularly described as; Commencing at a found 3 
inch capped pipe marking the Southwest corner of Section 30; 
thence due East along the South line of said Section a distance of 
764.97 feet to a set 5/8 inch rebar iron and the true point of 
beginning of the property herein described; thence from said true 
point of beginning run North 8 degrees 24 minutes 44 seconds West 
a distance of 640.17 feet to a set 5/8 inch rebar iron on the South 
right of way County Road 4; thence North 80 degrees 32 minutes 
47 seconds East along said South right of way a distance of 304.94 
feet to a set 5/8 inch rebar iron on an agreed fence line; thence 
leaving said right of way run South 01 degree 43 minutes 31 seconds 
East along said agreed fence line a distance of 683.68 feet to a set 
5/8 inch rebar iron on the South line of said Section 30; thence due 
West along said South line a distance of 227.73 feet to the true point 
of beginning and containing 4.00 acres, more or less. 
 
Also Less and Except: A parcel of land located in the Southwest 
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 30; Township 13 
South, Range 4 West, more particularly described as follows: Begin 
at the intersection of the East line of the forty and the South right of 
way of County Road # 4 (Wolf Road); thence Southerly along the 
East forty line to the Southeast corner of said forty; thence West 
along the South line of the forty 315 feet; thence North to the South 
line of County Road # 4; thence Easterly along the South line of 
County Road # 4 315 feet, more or less, to the point of beginning. 
 
The property conveyed hereby is subject to the following: 
Right of way for public road extending 30 feet from the centerline 
of County Road #4 granted to Cullman County, Alabama, as set 
forth in instrument recorded in Deed Book 527 Page 240 in the 
Probate Office of Cullman County, Alabama. 
 
Utility Easement granted to South Central Bell Telephone Company 
by instruments recorded in Deed Book 331 Page 439 and Deed 
Book 331 Page 443 in the Probate Office of Cullman County, 
Alabama. 
 
Parcel 2 (3 l-09-31-0-000-003.001): 
A tract of land being the East Half of the West Half of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 31, Township 13, Range 4 West, being 40 acres 
more or less, Cullman County, Alabama. 
 
Source of Title/Description: Deed Book 556 Page 252 
 
 
Said sale is made for the purpose of paying the mortgage debt and 
cost of foreclosure. 
 
EvaBank, Mortgagee 
Thomas W. Russell 
Attorney for Mortgagee  
2915 Clairmont Ave. S 
Birmingham, Alabama  35205 
The Cullman Tribune-August 31, 7, 14, 2023 

Arnie (from Front)

CULLMAN, Ala. — Arnie, 
an approximately 2-year-old 
male Labrador and Airedale 
mix with a charcoal coat, 

is available for adoption at 
the Cullman County Animal 
Shelter.
	 Arnie is an optimistic 
fellow, adapting quickly to 
whatever life has presented 
him.

	 He displays an air of posi-
tivity and enjoys all that shel-
ter life has to offer – especial-
ly the kiddie pool!
	 Arnie is a fast learner and 
navigates his leash with ease. 
He has an upbeat energy; he 

will look to you for encour-
agement, and will certainly 
appreciate it when you give it 
to him!
	 Ready to invite Arnie 
into your space? Head over 
to Cullman County Animal 

Shelter at 935 Convent Road 
NE, Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. for a 
meet and greet. 
	 His adoption fee includes 
neuter, DHLPP vaccine, Bor-
detella vaccines, rabies vac-

cine, wormer, general exam 
at the vet and microchip. 
	 Contact the Cullman 
County Animal Shelter at 
256-734-5448 or cullman-
animalshelter@co.cullman.
al.us.

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

Victoria’s Hope (from Front)

Harrington (from Front)

through the Lord and the 
community,” she smiled.
	 “We don’t broadcast a 
lot that we do because it is a 
ministry. But our community 
makes sure we’re taken care 
of.”
	 Craig German, resident 

ing, members also discussed 
storm damages and starting 
the process of obtaining a 
new bookmobile.
	 The director's report 
touched on various updates 
and activities within the li-
brary. Notably, it discussed 
the storm damage that oc-
curred Aug. 7, and mentioned 
ongoing efforts to address the 
aftermath. 
	 Regarding facility repairs, 
the board discussed hiring a 
structural engineer to assess 
the damage and determine 
necessary repairs. A motion 
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Obituary Announcements: Aug. 29-30
Diane Pugh-West, 74
Diane Pugh-West, 74, 
of Hanceville, Alabama 
was born Aug. 17, 1949, to 
Odell and Elime Pugh in 
Jefferson County, Alabama 
and gained her new body 
on Aug. 27, 2023.  Diane 
was faithfully married 
to her spouse, Joseph C. 
West, for 54 years; resided 
in Garden City, Alabama, 
until 1975; them moving to 
their home in Hanceville, 
where they resided with 
their children, Rhonda 
and Stephen until they 
moved out for colleges 
and marriages. This was 
also her final resting place, 
where her closest family 
and friends, sang, cried, 
prayed for 45 minutes on 
Thursday, Aug. 24; where 
the Lord sent His Glory 
down in her living room, 
where she also praised the 
Lord with lifting of her 
hands, and praising the 
One who gave her life, and 
three days later her spirit 
arose to lay her "HEAVY" 
crown down at her Savior's 
feet at the throne of God.  
She was preceded in death 
by her parents; Odell and 
Eline Pugh; Uncle Benjie 
Pugh; Aunt Ruby Whaley; 
and sister-in-love, Vickie 
Pugh. She is survived by 
her husband, Joseph C. 
West; daughter, Rhonda 
(Phillip) Davis; son, 
Stephen (Regina) West, 
brother, Eugene Pugh; 
sister, Rita (Anthony) 
Swann; grandchildren, 
Hannah Davis, Jordan 
Davis, Alisha West, and 
soon-to-be grandson-
in-love Rusty Cranford. 
Mrs. West graduated from 
Hanceville High School 
in May 1966 and from 
Wallace State in May 1994 
with an Associates Degree 
in Office Management. She 
began teaching Sunday 
School in 1960 at 12 years 
of age at Bethel Church 
of God, Arkadelphia, 
Alabama; until Dec. 2022, 
a total of 61 years. She 
served in several capacities 
along with Office Manager 
for the Cullman County 
Health Department until 
her retirement in Aug. 
2014. She currently served 
as the Food Bank Director 
for the Garden City 
Church of God since 2008, 

until July 22, 2023.  Her 
final Worship Service Life 
Celebration will be held 
at Garden City Church of 
God on Saturday, Sept. 2 
at 2 p.m. Her immediate 
family, daughter, Rhonda 
West Davis (Phillip, 
Hannah, Rusty, Jordan); 
Stephen West (Regina and 
Alisha) send out special 
requests for any who 
ever knew her to join her 
past co-workers, friends, 
family, and church family.

Jeanette Smith-
Grund, 66
Funeral service for 
Jeanette Smith-Grund, 
66, of Hanceville, will be 
held at 2 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 29, 2023 at Hanceville 
Funeral Home. Interment 
will follow at Fairview 
West Cemetery.  Jeanette’s 
family will receive friends 
Wednesday evening from 
6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the 
funeral home. Jeanette, 
a life resident of Cullman 
County, was the daughter 
of the late Howard and 
Rachel Rhodes Smith. 
Surviving Jeanette are her 
husband, Jeffery Story; 
children, Janet Grund 
and Auburn Willoughby; 
grandchildren, Elizabeth 
Phillips, Zachary Phillips 
and Maggie Bailey. Also 
are her siblings, Kathy 
Smith Burmester, Donna 
Smith Moon and Harold 
Smith as well as nieces 
and nephews, Heather 
Fields, Tiffany Matthews, 
April Smith and Amy Jo 
Moon. She was preceded in 
death by her first husband, 
Milton Grund; a sister, 
Hazel Smith and a nephew, 
Roman Smith. Michael 
Fritz Gable, 72 A funeral 
service for Michael Fritz 
Gable, 72, of Hanceville, 
Alabama will be 2 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 2, 2023, 
at Hanceville Funeral 
Home Chapel. Paul 
Campbell and Jonathan 
Reid will be officiating. 
Walter Volunteer Fire 
Department will be 
leading the procession 
to Duck River Cemetery 
where he will be laid to 
rest.  Visitation for the 
public will be from noon 
until 2 p.m. on Saturday 
at Hanceville Funeral 
Home. The service will 

also include a special 
remembrance in honor 
of his late wife, Vonda 
Gable. Mr. Gable was 
born on Aug. 3, 1951, to 
the late Earnesteen and 
Louise (Massey) Gable 
in Cullman, Alabama. 
He passed away on Aug. 
28, 2023, at Cullman 
Regional Medical Center 
in Cullman, Alabama. 
Fritz, which is the name 
he was commonly known 
by, was beyond a giver to 
his family, friends, and 
community. He was more 
than dependable and 
always kept his promises. 
Those in the Walter 
Community, Cullman, 
County and his family will 
forever cherish the fond 
memories of Fritz and will 
be truly missed. Survivors 
include his children, Jeff 
(Amy) Gable, Ann (Doug) 
Duke, and Jan (Jamie) 
Akin; grandchildren, Luke 
Gable, Salena (Jordon) 
Hood, Kaitlynn Gable, 
Ashley Duke (John 
McPheron), Will Akin 
(Hayden Fulton), and Eli 
Akin; great-grandchildren, 
John Gable, Byron Hood, 
Rylee Hood, Donny Hood, 
and Skylee Nickelson; and 
special aunt, Kathleen 
Bice. In addition to his 
parents, Mr. Gable was 
preceded in death by his 
wife, Vonda Gable; and 
grandson, Walter Gable. 
Walter Volunteer Fire 
Department and Conner 
Pitts will be serving as 
pallbearers. Honorary 
Pallbearers will be 
Donald Reid, James Reid, 
David Bice, and Jackie 
Satterfield Hanceville 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the Gable Family.

Sheila Anne Brown, 71
Sheila Anne Brown, 71, of 
Vinemont, Alabama passed 
away on Wednesday, 
Aug. 9, 2023. Sheila 
was born in Somerville, 
Massachusetts. on March 
27, 1952, to Vincent and 
Lorraine Barrett Brogna, 
She is preceded in death 
by: husband: Charles 
Samuel Brown Jr., 
grandson: Charles Vincent 
Brown, brothers: James 
Brogna, Ralph Brogna, 
and her parents. Survivors 
are: daughters: Michelle 

(Jason) Hamby, Patricia 
Brown, both of Cullman, 
son: Samuel Jason Brown 
of Tuftonboro, NH., 
sisters: Marilyn Silverman, 
Mary Lavoi, Donna 
Brogna, Ellen Winter, 
Angelina Piacentini, 
brothers: Daniel Brogna, 
Michael Brogna, Frances 
Brogna, Vincent Brogna, 
nine grandchildren and 
three great-grandchildren 
and one on the way. A 
memorial service will be 
announced at a later date 
by the family which will 
take place in Nashua N.H. 
at Edgewood Cemetery. 
Fond memories and 
expressions of sympathy 
may be shared at www.
mossservicefh.com for the 
Brown family. Brian Keith 
Butler, 55 Funeral service 
for Brian Keith Butler, 55, 
of Vinemont will be at 7 
p.m. Thursday evening at 
Cullman Funeral Home 
Chapel, DAV Chaplain 
Clarence Bennefield will 
officiate. Interment will 
follow with military honors 
at Alabama National 
Cemetery in Montevallo, 
Alabama on Friday, Sept. 
1, at 11:45 a.m. Cullman 
Funeral Home is honored 
to serve the family. Brian 
passed away Tuesday, Aug. 
28, 2023, at his residence. 
He was born April 11, 1968, 
to James Daniel Butler and 
Wanda Jean Miller Butler. 
He was a proud Veteran of 
the United States Marines. 
Brian loved his family.   
Brian was preceded in 
death by his grandparents, 
E.T. Butler, Reba Butler, 
Buford Miller, Costella 
Miller. Survivors include 
his parents; wife, Heather 
Butler; sons, Tylyr James 
(Brittney Nicole) Butler, 
Kyle Turner (Casidy) 
Butler, Nathan Raif Butler; 
daughter, Brianna Nicole 
(Austin) Davis; step-
son, Tyler Smith; step-
daughter, Nicole West; 
sister, Lisa (James) Hill; 
grandchildren, Lola Rae 
Davis, Adalyn Mae Butler, 
Ender Smith, Wynston 
Smith, Arlee West; nieces, 
nephew, family and 
friends. In lieu of flowers, 
the family suggests making 
donations to DAV Chapter 
Cullman 101, P.O. Box 
2433, Cullman, AL. 35055 

Friends may sign the 
online guestbook at www.
cullmanfuneralhome.com. 

Frances Olene 
DePlachett, 83
Frances Olene DePlachett, 
83, of Cullman, passed 
away on Tuesday, Aug. 29, 
2023. She was born Oct. 
6, 1939. Olene loved her 
family and the Lord and 
she was a member of Good 
Hope Baptist Church. 
She loved the Good Hope 
community, where she and 
her husband owned Bob’s 
Store and the Good Hope 
Dairy Bar. Olene went 
back to school in her 50’s 
and earned an Associates 
Degree in Nursing. She 
was a registered nurse 
at Woodland Hospital 
for many years. She was 
an avid gardener and 
enjoyed cooking, canning, 
sewing and quilting. She 
will be greatly missed 
by all who knew her. She 
is survived by daughter, 
Teresa (Stephen) Collier 
of Jackson, Tennessee; 
son, Charles (Emily) 
DePlachett of Huntsville; 
step-daughters, Kim (Tim) 
Martin of Druid Hills, 
North Carolina and Linda 
(Don) Queen of Lexington, 
North Carolina; step-sons, 
Robert DePlachett of San 
Diego, California, Terry 
DePlachett of Tustin, 
California; Mark (Katia) 
DePlachett of Brazil; and 
Jon DePlachett of Austin, 
Texas; grandchildren: Erin 
and  Matthew DePlachett, 
Joseph, Daniel and 
Samuel Collier; step-
grandchildren, Garrett, 
Nathan and Heather 
DePlachett, Lyndsay 
(Chris) Queen-Norris, 
Alex (Adrien) Queen and 
Sierra LaRue; sisters, 
Kathleen Hershberger and 
Nelda Hutchison; sisters-
in-law, Doris Hinkle, 
Cecelia Hinkle, Sandra 
Hinkle and Carolyn 
Hinkle; brother-in-law, 
Bob (Gloria) Lovett; a host 
of great-grandchildren, 
nieces, nephews, other 
family and friends.  She 
was preceded in death by 
her parents, Denson and 
Edith Hinkle; her husband, 
Robert Paul DePlachett; 
brothers: Ozell Hinkle, 
Odell Hinkle, Frank 

Hinkle, Alvin Hinkle, 
Joel Hinkle and Maurice 
Hinkle; sisters, Avaline 
Gregory and Ann Lovett; 
brothers-in-law, Hollis 
Gregory, Bill Hershberger 
and Gary Hutchison; 
and sisters-in-law, Flora 
Hinkle, Margie Hinkle and 
Betty Hinkle. The family 
will receive friends on 
Thursday, Aug. 31, 2023, 
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
at Moss Service Funeral 
Home. The funeral 
service will be Friday, 
Sep. 1, 2023 at 11 a.m. (Lie 
in State one hour prior) 
at Good Hope Baptist 
Church; burial will follow 
in Good Hope Cemetery.

Nicholas Joseph 
Pisacrita, Jr., 86
Nicholas Joseph Pisacrita, 
Jr., 86, of Water Valley 
Community, formerly of 
New Rochelle, NY, passed 
away Aug. 29, 2023, at 
Cullman Regional Medical 
Center. He was born July 9, 
1937, to Nicholas J., Sr. and 
Mary J. Pisacrita. Nicholas 
served in the United 
States Air Force and 
was a member of Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Church. 
Visitation will be Monday, 
Sept. 4, 2023, from noon 
until 2 p.m. at Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Church, 
where the service will be 
held at 2 p.m. Burial will be 
in the adjoining cemetery. 
Brother Brandon Pisacrita 
and Brother Junior 
Garmon will officiate 
the service. Nicholas is 
survived by his wife of 
16 years, Allie Pisacrita; 
sons, Nicholas Joseph 
Pisacrita, III of Anniston 
and Peter D. Pisacrita 
and his wife Marlene of 
Danbury, Connecticut; 
daughter, Liza Umbreit 
and her husband Robert 
of Jacksonville, Florida; 
sisters, Viola Uvaldi 
of New Rochelle, New 
York and Mary Angela 
Trulli of Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina; seven 
grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren; and a host 
of nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Nicholas 
J. Pisacrita, Sr. and Mary 
J. Belucci Pisacrita; son, 
Jeffery D. Pisacrita; and 
sister, Norma Fanelli.

"Sincere Compassionate Care"

Cullman Funeral 
Home and Crematory

100% Locally Owned & Operated
by the Steve Rodgers Family

(256) 734-3144
461 U.S. Highway 278 East
Cullman, Alabama 35055

www.cullmanfuneralhome.com

CULLMAN’S NEWEST ON-SITE STATE OF THE ART CREMATORY NOW OPEN | DIRECT CREMATION $1,295 | NO HIDDEN COSTS

Free Obituary Listings
Have your funeral home contact us

Email: robin@cullmantribune.com • Fax: 256-739-4422

Complete obituaries may be found free of charge at CullmanTribune.com/obituaries.

256-352-2221

COLLEGE TIRE 
315 MAIN ST. NW HANCEVILLE

SAME DAY 
APPLICATION 

AND INTERVIEW
COMPETITIVE

PAY+

NOW HIRING 
TIRE TECHS

Victoria’s Hope (from Front)

Harrington (from Front)

through the Lord and the 
community,” she smiled.
	 “We don’t broadcast a 
lot that we do because it is a 
ministry. But our community 
makes sure we’re taken care 
of.”
	 Craig German, resident 

chaos coordinator of the 
storefront, was overwhelmed 
with gratitude at the love 
poured out for them over the 
years. 
	 “We just appreciate ev-
erybody, we appreciate the 
support,” he nodded. “It’s 

amazing to see how this has 
worked out.”
	 Victoria’s Hope Thrift 
and Treasures is located at 
230 Highway 278 W in Cull-
man. Hours are Wednesday- 
Saturday 10 a.m.-6 p.m., and 
Sundays 1-5 p.m.

ing, members also discussed 
storm damages and starting 
the process of obtaining a 
new bookmobile.
	 The director's report 
touched on various updates 
and activities within the li-
brary. Notably, it discussed 
the storm damage that oc-
curred Aug. 7, and mentioned 
ongoing efforts to address the 
aftermath. 
	 Regarding facility repairs, 
the board discussed hiring a 
structural engineer to assess 
the damage and determine 
necessary repairs. A motion 

was made to approve the 
payment for the structural 
engineer's assessment, which 
was estimated to be around 
$1,200. The motion was ap-
proved, enabling the repair 
process to move forward.
	 The report also highlight-
ed the library's engagement 
with workshops, classes and 
webinars, as well as the suc-
cessful acquisition of a col-
lection development grant 
covering all five branches.
	 The financial reports 
were then presented and 
discussed. The board found 

no unusual content in the re-
ports.
	 Regarding the bookmo-
bile, the report said the previ-
ous vehicle was involved in an 
accident.
	 Despite this setback, the 
board intends to pursue the 
acquisition of another book-
mobile. It said the insurance 
payout from the previous ve-
hicle will significantly aid in 
procuring a replacement. The 
board plans to collaborate 
with a vehicle customization 
company named Leonard 
Design.
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COLLEGE TIRECOLLEGE TIRE

10% OFF10% OFF
ALL TIRES

LABOR DAY SALE!LABOR DAY SALE!

(NEW AND LIGHT TRUCK EXCLUDED)

. . . IN THAT WHILE
WE WERE YET

SINNERS CHRIST
DIED FOR US.
ROMANS 5:8

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ALL COMPETITORS PRICES OF LIKE PRODUCTS

3 1 5  M A I N  S T .  N W ,  H A N C E V I L L E
 M O N - T U E S - T H U R S - F R I D A Y  8 : 0 0 - 5 : 3 0

W E D S  8 - 1 2  |  S A T  8 : 0 0 - 2 : 0 0
2 5 6 - 3 5 2 - 2 2 2 1

SALE ENDS SEPT. 9 | CLOSED SEPT. 4

Closings (from Front)

Government and munici-
pal buildings:
•	 Cullman County Court 
House- Monday, Sept. 4

•	 Cullman City Hall- 
Monday, Sept. 4

Schools:
•	 Cullman City Schools- 
Monday, Sept. 4
•	 Cullman County Schools- 

Monday, Sept.4

Sanitation delays:
•	 County sanitation: de-
layed by one day 
•	 City sanitation: no delay

COMMUNITY MATTERS

UPCOMING EVENTS

cullmanrecreation.org

END OF SEASON HOURS
PARK IS Closed August 9-11 
Open weekENDS in August

Saturday, August 12   |   10 AM-6 PM
Sunday, August 13   |   1 PM - 6 PM

Saturday, August 19   |   10 AM-6 PM
Sunday, August 20   |   1 PM - 6 PM

Saturday, August 26   |   10 AM-6 PM
Sunday, August 27   |   1 PM - 6 PM

Storytime at Art Park-FREE
August 25, 4:00 PM

Splash In Movie-WildWater
September 1, 7:00 PM

Storytime at Art Park-FREE
September 22, 4:00 PM

Oktoberfest-Depot Park
September 28-30, 2023

Storytime at Art Park-FREE
October 20, 4:00 PM

Pups & Pints “Howloween”
Goat Island

October 28, 2023

Pyramid Lighting-Depot Park
November 24, 2023

Christkindlmarkt-Depot Park
November 24-26, 2023

November 30-December 3, 2023
December 7-10, 2023
December 14-17, 2023
December 21-24, 2023

Christmas Parade & Tree Lighting
December 1, 2023

Summer is not over yet!

september 1-4
Friday, September 1  |  3 PM - 7 PM; 
Twilight admission rate, Fun Contests and 

Prizes, Splash In Movie @ 7 PM, and 
Fireworks at Dark!

Saturday, September 2  |  10 AM - 7 PM; 
Contests and Prizes, Live Band, and 

Splash In Movie @ 7 PM
Sunday, September 3   |  12 PM - 6 PM

Contests and Prizes and Live Band
Monday, September 4   |  10 AM - 6 PM

Contests and Prizes and Live Band

Cayla Grace Murphy
caylagrace@cullmantribune.com

Cullman scores double win at Alabama Governors Conference on Tourism
CULLMAN, Ala. — At the 
Alabama Governors Confer-
ence on Tourism in Pt. Clear, 
Alabama, earlier this week, 
Cullman scored a double win 
as Rock the South won the 
“Event of the Year” award 
and Sen.  Garlan Gudger Jr. 

won the “Tourism Advo-
cate-Government” award.
	 The annual conference, 
held this year at the Grand 
Hotel Resort and Spa, brings 
together statewide tourism 
professionals to attend edu-
cational sessions, network, 
raise money for tourism and 
hospitality scholarships, and 
honor noteworthy and dis-

tinctive events, people, and 
organizations. The confer-
ence rotates around the state 
and will be in Tuscaloosa in 
2024.
	 Nathan Baugh accepted 
the award for Rock the South 
and spoke about the growth 
of the music festival from 
12,000 attendees the first 
year in 2012 to over 106,000 

in 2023. He shared about the 
large economic impact it has 
on Cullman County through 
tourism, including creating 
over $1,000,000 in sales tax 
revenue.
	 The festival has also con-
tributed nearly one million 
dollars to local charities, 
nonprofits and other organi-
zations since its inception.

	 Gudger spoke about 
how his passion for tour-
ism sprouted from his 
second-generation busi-
ness-Southern Accents 
Architectural Antiques. He 
noted he realized most of his 
customers were coming from 
outside of Cullman and from 
across the country and that 
his business was creating 

tourism for Cullman. The 
salvage business, started by 
his father Garlan Gudger Sr. 
in 1969, has grown to be one 
of the top five architectural 
salvage companies in the 
U.S. Gudger also spoke of his 
efforts to grow the economic 
impact of tourism through 
the creation of the Cullman 
County Tourism Bureau.

Hugh A. Stump III
Contributor




